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WARREN HASTINGS. 


FltlDAY, .Wrn MAY, 

SK('<»ND DAY OE IM.I I.V. 

Mil. IW'WKK.) 

M V Lofins, Oil (Im‘ Iasi day of flio sitiin*^ of lliis court, 
^ i luul <Ik‘ lionour of np|H‘arin<^ before you by the order 
fti.io\v-]nan:iu;tMs, I stat(‘d to y<ni iluar observations and 
' upon two <j:r('at points; one tiu' demeanour of the 
at tbe bar durim; bis trial, and the other the priiici- 
'I is (bdenee. I compared that denu'anoiir with tbe 
ir of some of tbe ;;reatesfc imm in ibis kingdom, who 
n aeeount of their oifeneiNs, been bronghi to yonr bar, 
io have se/dc»n e.siaiped your ]ord.s/iij)s’ justice. I put 
humilitv, and propriety of the most distinguish(‘d 
. b(‘ha\iour in coiitrasi with the sbameh'ss idfroutery of 
V’isoner, who lias presumptuously made a recriminatory 
1 against tbe lltmsc of (kmunons, and answ(?red their 
icIniMMit by a eounter-impeaebment, explicitly accusing 
of malice, op])rcasioii, and tlie blackest ingratitude. 

‘ lords, \ next s.\aVcd Vba\ Mus recv'uwwndoTv charge con- 
of two tlistluci parts, injustice and delay. To the in- 
•; \M‘ ai(‘ to answer, by tlie nature and proof of tbo 
I'o s vvhicli we have brought before you ; and to the do. 
y lords, we havt? ans^Ycrt.l in another plaee. Into one 
eonsciimaict s of tbe delay, tbo riiiuous expense whieb 
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the ])nsonL'r complains of*, wti liave dcsircil your lonisliips 
' make an inquiry, and have referred you to facts and w 
nesses, wliioh will remove this j)art of the i-lwirj^e. 

With regard to ingratitude, tlu'Te will hi^ a ])roju‘r time ^ 
animadversion on this chari^e. .l\)r in consitlcrin^ (lie. meJ* 
that are intended to he set off a<i[ainst his crim(‘s, we sh 
liave to examine into the nature of those merits, and to i 
certain how far they are to operate, either as the prisoe 
designs they shall oj)eratc in his favour, as presumpti 
proofs that a man of such merits could not be guilty of sy* 
crimes, or as a sort of set-oif to be pleaded in mitigaiioii- 
his ofl*eiices. In both of these lights we shall consider a 
Bcrvices, and in this consideration we shall determine 
justice of his charge of ingratitude. > 

My lords, we have brought the demi'anoiir of the prison 
before you for anotlior reason. ani desirous that y-- 

lordships may be (*nahled to estimate, trom the jiroiid |- 
sumption and audacity of llii* criminal at your bar, wlaai 
, stands before the most awfid Irihiiiial in llit^ world, acc.is 
by a body representing no less than the sacred voice of ! 
country — what he must have been wIkmi plac<‘d in the st 
of pride and pow(T, What must have been the insolm 
of that mau towards the natives of Imlia, who, when cid) 
here to answer for tmormous crimes, pn‘snm(*s to hehav(‘, i’ 
with the tirmiioss of innocence, but \\ itli tlie audacity i 
liardness of guilt ? y 

It may be necessary that T should recall to your lonlsh . 
recollection the principh's of tluj accusation and of the j 
fence. A^our lordships wilt l>ear in miiol, that the matli 
of fact are all either setthid by conftjssion or con\i« ^ 
that the question now b(*foiT‘ yon is no h>ngcr an issia 
fact, but an issue of law. The question is, wliat dcgre:(; 
merit or demerit you are to assign by law to actions wl^ 
have been laid hcfoi'c* yi)ii, and their truth acknowledjLy 
The [)riiiciple being estahli^lual, that >011 are to decide up 
an issue at law, we (examined by what law the ]n’isoner oiq* 
to he tri(id ; and pn'ferred a claim which we do now 
leniidy pretcT, and wliich wo trust your hnalships w ill eoih 
.with us in a lae ’able emulation to establish ; a claim fouue I 
upon the great truths, tliai :dl power i^n limited by law^ fo j 
ought to bo ge;d(Ml by disci etioii ami not by arbitrary \v.; 
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—that nil discretion must he reterred to i lie conservai ion and 
h(Miefit ot‘ tlioso over whom power is exercised ; mid thererore 
must he guided by rules of sound political morality. 

VV^; next contended, that, wlu*rever existing laws woro 
ap[)lieahle, the prisoner at your bar was hound by the laws 
and statutes of this kingdom as a llritish subject; and that, 
wheuiner he exiMvised authority in the name of the (^im- 
niaiiy, or in tlu^ name of his JMajt‘sty, or under any other 
name, he was bound by the laws and statutes of tliis lvin«[- 
idom, both in let tea* and spirit, so far as th(*y were ajipliea- 
ftde to him and to his ease; and above all, that he was 
liound by the act to whieli lie owed bis appointment, in all 
iransaetions with foriMifii powi'rs, to act aeeordiny to Ibe 
known recognised rules of tb(^ law of nations; whellier 
these p()W(‘rs wen*, ri'ally or nominally sovereign, wliether 
fcluT were (h'ptfiident or independent. 

1'he next point which we established, and wliieh wo now 
call to your lonlships’ recollect ion, Is, that he was hound to 
proceed aeeonling to the* laws, rights, landahle customs, 
privileges, and franchises ol‘t he country that he goverm’d ; amt 
we contended that to such laws, rights, privileges, and Iran 
chises, the peoph‘ of ilie country had a ch‘ar and just claim. 

Having (‘stahlislu'd these |)oints as the basis of Mr. .Hast- 
ings’s gi’iieral power, we eonlended that ho was obliged 1>y 
Ibo nature of his relation, as a si^rvant to the Company, to bo 
obedient to tlieir orders at all tinu*s ; and ])arlicularly wbero 
he had ent(‘red into special covenants regarding spi'cial articles 
of obedience. These are tlie prineijdi's by which wo havo 
^examined tiu? eonduet of this man, and upon which we havo 
jbronght liim to your lordslii|)s’ bar for judgment. This is 
(mr table of ilu' hiw\ Vonr lordships shall now be showni 
the table by w bleh be. claims to be judged ; but 1 will lirst 
beg your lordships to takt' notice of the iittiT contempt 
*w’ith w'hieh he treats all our aets of parliament. Speaking 
'of the al)soln((^ sovi'reignly which In; would have yon he- 
litwe is exercised by tin; princes of India, be says, “The 
Bovereignty wliieli tliey assumed, it fell to my lot very un- 
expc<!tedly to exert, and whether or not siieh power or 
powders of that nature were (h'h'gated to luo by any |)ro- 
»;sioiis of any act of parliament, I confess myself too litflo 
of a ]aw^v<?*’ to pronounce,” and so oji. This is the manner 

« 2 
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111 wlili li Ii*.‘ ti’t'Mix ai. iu t nl* |).'iiTi;inu']ii< ! lii ilii* of 

Jirlis ol' pjirliaiMt'iil lir subsl his ow ii ai'bit rary This 

lii^ coiilciids is tbc solo law of ilio oouiiiry bo govoniod, aa 
laid down in what ho oalls tlio arbitrary instil ulos of (1 bingos 
Kban and 'raiiiorlano. This arliitrary will lio olaiins, to the 
oxolnsion of tin? Gontoo law', tbo JMaboinodan law', and tbo law 
of bis own country. IJo <*Iaiins tlio rigid; of making bis owi 
will tbo solo rnlo of bis govt'rnmont, and jnstilios tbo oxorois 
of this power by tlu*. oxaniplos of Alivordi Kban, Gossim Al 
Kban, Sujab Dowlab Kban, and all tboso Kbans nnIio bav 
robollod against tboir inastors, and desolated tin* oonntrii's siil 
looted to tbeir rule. This, iny lords, is tbo law wbieb be ba 
laid down for binisclf, and tbost^ are the oxamj)li‘s wbieb lu 
lias expressly told tbo House of (’omnions Ik^ is resolv<‘d.t< 
follow. These examjiles, iny lords, and the priniMples wit* 
wbieb tlii'y are oonneettul, wdtbont any softtaiiirg or initiga 
tion, In* has presoribed to you as the rule by wbieb bis eon 
duct is to b(* judged. 

Anolb(‘r prineiple of the prisoner is, tliat whenever tin 
Gompjiiiy’s affairs are in (list ress, even w hen ibai distress [iro* 
eeeds Iroin bis ow n jirodigalit y, inisnianag(‘ineni.or eorrupt ion 
bo has a right to tain* for tbo Gompany’s b(‘nefit privately ii 
bis own nann*, with tln^ fnturo application of it to tlu‘ir iisi 
reserved in bis ow ji breast, i*very kind of bribe or corrupt pro- 
sent wbali!Vin\ 

I have now' restated to your lordsbijis tin* maxims b 
wbieb tbo prisoner persists in defending bimself, and tbi^ prin 
eijdos upon wbieb wo olaiin to bavi; him judged. Tbo issin 
before your lordships is a hundred timi's more imjiortant tbai 
tbo cause itself, for it, is to determiin^ by vvbat law or maxim 
of law tbo i.*onduct of governors is to bo judg(*d. 

On one side, ) our lordsbi [is have tln^ prisoner declaring tba 
the pcojilo bav(*. no laws, no rights, no usagtis, no distinotion 
of rank, no sense of honour, Jio jiroporty ; in short, that the; 
are notliing but a lu rd of sla\os to bo governed by tbo arbi' 
trary will of a m ter. On the other side, we assert that tlu 
lilrect contrary of this is true. And to prove our assertioi 
wo have referred yon to the Institutes of Obinges Kban am 
»t Tamerlane : \\m b.ive i(‘ferred you to the IMabonuMl in law 
wbieb is Inmling u[H»n all, from tin? erowned bead to ttit 
meanest subj ;eL ; a law interwoven with a system (jf th( 
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Wisest, tlio most le!inH'(l,an(l most mil i^lileueil jnnspriHlonce 
that perhaps ever oxisloil in the worlil. Wehavt^ shown yon, 
that if these parties are 1o he coinpareil togt^lher, it is not 
the rijj;hls of the jieoph* which arc nothin"^ but rather ihe. 
rij^hts of tiie s«>\(‘reij^n which are so. The rights of the 
pooph^ are (‘veryt hin^, as they ou<;ht to he in the true and 
natural onler of thin<*s. ({<><1 forhid that t]u‘se- inaxiins 
should Inaich u[n)n sovereij^oity, and its true, just, and iawlul 
prero<j;ative ; on the contrary, tlicy ou^ht to support and estab- 
■ Jish tlu'in. ^riu^ poveivitrids rit!;lits an; und*)nbteilly sacriMl 
ri«rbts, and on!j;]it to In; so ludd in ('very country in tlie 
world; bt'caust' exercised toi* tin; Ixaudit of tin* people', and 
in suliordinat ion to that c[reat end for whicli aloiu; (Jod has 
V(.‘st(‘d powc'i* in any man or any s(‘t of iin'ii. Tin’s is the 
law that w(* insist upon, and tlit'sc are the' [)rinciples upon 
which yonr lordships an' to try the jirisom r at your har. 

Jit't UK' n'liiiiid y(»m* lordships that tIi(‘S(‘ p(*ople livtal under 
the laws lo which I havt' n*ferred yon, and that lliesi* laws were 
fornied whilst we, I may sa.y, were in Ili(‘ foi’est ; eerlainly* 
li<‘1or(' we kiK'W’ what t(‘(*lmieal jnrispriidmiee' was. Tlii'st; 
laws are allowed to Im' Hk' liasis and snbsiraliim of tlu' man- 
ners, customs, and opinions of the peopli' of India; ami we 
(‘ontend that Mr. Ilastini^s is liouiul to know thmii and to art 
by tliem ; and I shall prove that tlu' very eondiilon upon 
which ho receised jiower in India was lo protect tin; pc'ople 
in tlu'ir laws and known rij^hts. Hut wludher Mr. llasliii^s 
did know' tliesi* laws, or whetln'r, content with credit i^ained 
l)y as base a fraud as was ever practised, he did not n'ad the 
Imoks whieli JNohkissin paid for, we tak(' tin' beneiit of 
them; w'(; know and spc'ak afU'r knowli'dj^t; of them. And 
nl though ] believe liis eoimsel have nev(‘r read them, 1 
sliouki be sorry to stand in this place, if llu'n; w as one word 
and tittle in these? hooks that 1 had not n'ad ovi'r. 

AVe tlu'rei’ore eoiiu' lu'ro and declare lo you that lu' is not 
l)orncout hy^ ihcsi? institute's, eitlu'r in their f^i'iu'ral spirit or 
in any particular passa«:;e' to which he has hail the' impmle'uce to 
appeal, in the assumption of the arbitrary powea* which lu^ 
has exe'reised. We claim that, as our e»wu ^i^vermueut and 
c'very person exereisiuii; authority in (Ircat Ihilaiu is hound 
by the laws of Great Britain, so e'very pe*rsou exe'ivisiug au- 
thority in anotlmr country shall he suhje'ct to the laws of 
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that country; ninco otherwise they hrciik the very cove* 
iiant by which we Iiold uiir. pijwer tliere. Even it’ these 
institutes had het'n arbitrary, whieli they are not, they ini^tit 
1ia.v(* Ix'en e.\ens(‘d as the acts of conquerors. Ihit, iny lords, 
he is lU) eoinjni ror, nor anylhinu; hnt what yon see him ; a 
had scribbler of absurd |)a[M“s, in which lie eaji put ]io two 
sciitiMioes toij^clluu* without contradiction. AVe know" him 
ill no other eharaeler than that of luiviiif; been a biilloek eon- 
tj*aetor for some sears; of havin^^ actml fraudulently in that 
capacity, and afterwards !;i\in^ fraiuliih*nt eontracLs In 
others; and set 1 will maintain that the first eompiemrs of 
the world svonld havi; la'cn hasc' and ahandoned if tluy had 
assumed sneh a i-ii^ht as lie dart's l<i claim. It is the ^hiry 
(d’all sneh threat men t<i lias e for tlii'ir motto, I'urrrrrsfJ/-- 
]vclni f'l ilrhrlhirr tiujwrhos. 'riiese s\i*ri‘ imm that said they 
■would recompense tlu' countries which thi'y had ohtaiiUMl 
tlin)n.ij[h tornmts of blood, t hron;.;}; earna^^e and s ioli‘ne(‘, hy 
Jhe justiei.* of their institnti(»iis, the mildiu'ss tif lln‘ir lasvs, 
and the (‘ipiity of their j^overnmenl. I'h’mi if these e<ni- 
(pierors had ])romnl^^‘ii(‘d arbitrary institnti's, instead of dis- 
elaiinin;^' them in esery ptiint, ytni, my lords, svonld nevi'p 
sutler sneli [irineiples nf deteiiei* to b(‘ nri>;i‘d Inna*; still h‘ss 
will yon snll’er tin* examples of men aetiii:; hy vit)h*nee, of 
men aetim^ hy svroni^^ — the eAamph* of a man who lias 
lieeonn* a I’ebel to his sovert‘i^n in or<l(*r that In* sinmid he- 
eome the tyrant of liis peoph*, to h * (*\amj)les foi* a llritish 
governor, or I’or any ^t)V(*riior. W(* ln*ia* ennlid(*ntly ]irotest 
against this modi* of jnstilieatlon, and wi' maintain that his 
jireUmdinif to follow these examples is in itsi*lf a crime; 
the ])risoner lias raiisaclxcd all Asia for ])rineipli‘s of d(*spot- 
ism ; he has raiisaek(*d all the had and eori*npt(*(i jiart of it 
for tyrannical examphxs to jiislify hiiii.s(*lf; and et*rlaiiriy in 
no otin*r way can in* lu; justilied. * 

Having estahlisin'd tin* fa]s4‘hood of the first prlneijilc* of 
tin? prisoner’s defenei*, that sov(*rei^nty, w]i(*r(*v(*r it c*xists 
in India, implies in its jiatnri* and ess<*in*e a |)()ss(*r of (*\aet- 
iiUC anything b mi tin* subject, and dlsposiiiix of his person 
aud pr(jpert\, we now c-imn* to his second ass(*rtion, that 
ho w*is the tr'.o, full, and perfect represen tatisi? of iliat sove- 
reifiiily in India. 

Ill opposition to tliis assertion sve first do positively dt*nj 
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lliat ho ortho Com])any are llio porfoot ropresontative of any 
Koveroi;^!! powor whatovor. They liavo oortain ri^lits ty 
tlioir ohartor and by aols nf ])arliaiiH*nl', hut they liavo no 
olluT. d'lit v havo. llioii* l(‘<;al ri^lils only, and llioso do not 
imply any sncli tliinuj as sovoroi^n powor. The sovoroi<j[nty of 
(jroat IJritain is in the ; ht* is ilio sovi'n^i^ni of tlio Lords 
and the sovorei^ni of the Coiniiion.s, iinliv idually and collec- 
tively ; and as he has his proroi^alivo established by law, he 
must extii’oist^ it, ami all ju'rsons claiming and dc'rivinp; under 
him, Avh(‘lhi*r by art. of parliamoid, whether by (diartorof th(j 
(*ro\vn, oi‘ hy any <»lh( r niodti whalcwtT, all are alik(> boinu.1 
In' law, and ri'sjMiiisihh* to il. No <me can assn mt; or receive 
any powei* «)t‘ so\ i ivionl n , hooause the so\’erelj;nty is ill the 
ei'ow n, and eamiot he d.<‘le;.;ated awa) from tlu‘ erowii ; no sueh 
delei;alion e''er took ])lao(‘, or ev(‘r was intended ; as anyone 
may si‘e in the ael by whieh Mr. llastin;.^s was nominated 
;;o\('i’nor, lie (‘annot, Iheri'fori', excTeisc^ that high su[)r(mi(* 
soviMH'ignl y, wlileh is vested hv the law', with tlio consent of 
both llons(‘s (»f pailiamtad, in the king, and in the king only.. 
It is a violent-, rehellioiis assnmpticm of p(nvi‘r, when ]\lr, 
Hastings pn'lemls fidl\, perfect Is, and mitindy to represent 
the s(»\orelgn of tills eoiintry, and to e\ereisi‘ legislative, 
o\('eiitlNe, and judh ial authority with as largi‘ ami hroad a 
sway as his JMajesty, a<*ling with tin* consent of tlio two 
houses of pai’liameiii. and agreeahly to ti.t* laws of this king- 
dom. 1 say, mv lords, this is a traitorous and I’ehellious as- 
sumption wliieli lie has no right to make, and w’hieh we 
<‘harge against him, and therefore it cannot bo urged iu jua- 
lilication of his conduct in any resjiect. 

Jle next alleges, wdth reference L) one ]iartienlar case, that 
he received this sovc'reignty from tlie Vizier Snjah Dowlali, 
who, •he pretends, was S(»vereign, with an unlimited power 
over th(^ life, goods, and pn'periy of Cheit Sing. This we 
positively ilmiy. WMiat-ever power th(‘ siijirenui sovereign of 
the empiri' had, wi‘ deny that it was (hdegaled to JSujali 
l3/iwlah. He mwer was in possession of it. He was ii 
vizier of tin* emj)ire ; he had a grant of certain lands for the 
Bnp])ort of that dignity, and we refer yon to the institutes of 
Timoiir, to tin? instil ut(*s of Akbar, to the institutes of the 
Mabomedau law, for the iiowers cd* dt'b'gated governors and 
vieeroys. You v ill timl that then* is not :i trace td* sove- 
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i’< jVnty in IImmii ; Imf. Ih.il Ilie\ ;irr, to ;ii) intruis ami pur* 
poses, men* siihjrris; ami iuscqueiitly, as Sujali Dowlali luul 
not lliest; powms, lu‘ oould not trimsfer them 1o tho India 
(Vniipany. II is maslrr, tho iSlogul oinporor, Inid thoin nut. 

I defy any man io sliow an instaiieo of that einptn’or’s <*laiin- 
in»^ any such tiling as arbitrary power; much less can it he 
claiimul by a rebellions viceroy who had broken loose from 
his sovereign’s autliority, just as this man broke loose from 
tlitJ aidliority o^ j)arlianient. Tla^ out? had not a right to 
give, nor the oth(*r to reet‘i\e, sneh powers; hut wha(c\(‘r 
rights were ve>sti‘d in the IMogid, lh(‘y cannot bedong eitlu'i* 
b) Sujah I'owbih, to I\lr. Hastings, or tolln^ ('ompany. These 
latter are expn'ssly bound by tludr compact to talo^ care of 
Iluj subjects of the emjiire, ami to gov(‘rn them according b) 
law, reason, and equity; and when tluw do otlunavisc, they 
are gu’lly of t\ rauny, of a violation of the rights of the 
pcojile, and of rcljellion against tiudr so\creign. 

We hav(i tak(‘n tliese pains to ascertain and liv [irincipics, 
beM*ans(‘ your lordshi[)s ar<‘ not called upon to judge ol’ facts. 
'A jury may tind facts, Imt no jury can form a jiidgmmd. of 
law; it is an apj)lii*alion of Iho law totlu‘ fact that niakos 
t iuMiid criminnl or ]andabh\ V'oii must lind a lixiMi stand- 
ard of some kind or other; for if there is no standard hut 
tliij imim'diate moimmt.ary pnrpost* of tln’i day, gnidt d and 
goveriK'd })y the man wlio uses it, lixi'd not only for Ihe dis- 
position of all th(! W(*alt:]i ami strength of tin* slate, lint Ibi* 
the life, fortnmg and propc'rly ofexery individual, yonr lonl- 
sliips arc left without a ])i*incij)le to iliica-t \()nr jmigment.;. 
This high court this snj»rcme <*oiirt of aj>p(‘al from all tlu'j 
courts of tho kingdom — this highest coyi-t of «*riminal juris-', 
diction, ex(M*cised iqiou tlu* recpiisition ol tho House of (kmi-l 
moils, if left without a rule, would be as lawh'ss as the wild 
savage, and as nn])i'inclplcd as tin* [irisoner that stamfs at( 
your bar. Our xvhoh* issue is upon [irinciples, and wliai 1/ 
shall say to yon xvill be in pc'rpetual retenmec* to tliem, ho- j 
cause it is better to liave no principli‘s at all tium to bavej' 
false priiicipb's of govm'iiment and of morality. Leave; a 
man to bis passions, and yon b'ave; a wild Insist to »a savage; ^ 
and capricious nature. A wild be^ast indceel, \vbe;n its atom- ’ 
nefi IS full, will caress yon, and may lick yemr banels ; in like 
a:anner, when a tyrant is please'd, e>r bis pa.ssion satiate'd, yon 
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niny h:i\(‘ r linppy nncl srrtMio day iiiuloran arljit.rarv 
iiuMif . liiit \vlu‘ii tiu* tdiiiided on 'solid reason, 

wliioli on^lit to restrain passion, is perverted Iroin its proper 
end, the false' ]n*in(‘iple‘ will bo snbstilnted for it, and then 
man beeonu's t<‘n linu's worse than a wild beast. The evil 
))rineiple, <i;row]i solid and perennial, ^oads liiin on and takes 
entire possession of his mind ; ami then perha])s the best 
refuge that yon can have from tliat diabolical prinei])le is in 
the natural wild passions ami unbridled ai)}Kdites of mankind. 
'J'his is a dreadful slate of things; and therefore we liave 
tliought it nee(^ssary to say a great deal upon his principles. 

My lords, w(‘ come next to apply these principles to facts 
Avhieh cannot (d-herwise be jndgetl, as we have contended and 
dp now eonb'iul. J w ill not go over facts w Inch have* been 
opc'iied to you by my feilow'-managt'rs : if .1 did so, J shouhl 
a|)p<‘ar to liave a distrust, Avhicli 1 am surci no other man has, 
of tlu! gr(‘aU‘st abilities displayed in the greatest ol‘ all causes. 
J should b(? guilty of a presumption which I Ijopci 1 shall not 
dream of, but leave to thosc^ who exercise arbitrary power, 
in supposing tliat .1 could go over tin; ground which my 
fellow-managers have once trodden, and make anything inort* 
eh‘ar and forcibh? than they have done. In my Immble 
oj)inioii, Imman ability cannot go further than they have 
gone : and if 1 <*v(‘r allude to anything Avhich tlu*} have already 
touched, it will bo to show' it in aindbiT light; — to mark 
mon^ ])artienlarly its (h'jjarl nro from the principles upon 
which we eonteiulyon onglit to judge; or to supply those 
})arts which through bodily iiilirnuty, and 1 am sure nothing 
else, oiUMif my excellent fellow'-managc'rs has left untouched. 
J am here alluding to the ease of Cheit Sing. 

My lioiiou ruble felloAV-nianager, Mr. Grey, has stall'd to yon 
all the cirenmstanees reipiisite to prove two things: — I'iist, 
that the demands made by Mr. Hastings upon Gheit Sing 
were contrary to fundamental treaties betwi'on tbe Gompany 
and that Jbijah ; — and next, that lb(*y were the result and eth et 
of private malice and eorniption. This having been slated and 
proved to yon, I shall take up Ibi' subject wlu^re it was left. 

My lords, in the first place 1 have to remark to you, that 
the whole of the charge originally brought by Mr. Hastings 
against Cheit Sing, in jusiifiealion of bis wicked and tyran- 
nical procei'dings, is, that lie bad been dilatory, evasive, 
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Hluiftliiig, atid iinwilllng to pay lliat. \vliiL*h, however umvilling, 
evasive, and shiiilliiig, he did pay. And iliat with regard to 
the business of’ furnishing eavalrv, liie Kajali lias asserted, and 
his assertion lias not been diaiied, that when he was desinul 
by the eouneil to furnisli th(‘se troopers, the jinrpose for 
which this a])plication was made was not mentioned or 
alluded to, nor was there any placid of miisttu* ])ointed out. 
AVe therefore contended that the demand was not made for 
the stM’vice of the state, but for the oppression of the inilividual 
that siiJferi'd by it. 

Ihit admitting the l^ajah to have Iuhmi giiill y of delay and 
unwillingness, what is the natiin^ of the oll'enee If you 
strip it of tlu* ('])it lifts by which it has been disguised, it 
merely amounts to an unw'illiiigiu'ss in tlit^ Rajali to pay 
niorc^ than the sums stipulated by tlui mutual agremnent exist- 
ing btdweeii him and th(‘ (\mipany. 'fliis is the Avhole of it ; 
the whole front and lu'ad of I lie olliaice ; and for this oifence, 
such as it is, and admitting that he could he legally lincul for 
>t, he was suhjected to the secret ^mnislmu'iit orgiving a bi’ibe 
lo AFr. Jlastings, by an Inch he Asas to buy oil’ the tint?, and 
AN Inch Avas coiist'tpiently a commulation for it. 

'I'hat your loi'dshijis may In* iMiahh'd to judge more fiiily^ 
of tin* nat lire ol’ tins olfciu*!*, let ns s(‘e in AAhat ndalioii (dieit 
Sing stooil Avith the Coinpimy. IU‘ Nvas, my lords, a ])erson 
elothed with evi'ry one of the altrihntc's ol’soNereignty, under 
a dir('ct stipulation that the (’ompany slioidd not intertere 
in Ids internal govermiumt. Tlui military and civil authority, 
ihe poAA'er of life and death, the an iiole rtwiMiue, and the an hole 
administi'ation of the law, resteil in him. Such Avas the 
sovei’eignly he jiossessi’d Avithin llenares; lint Ihj Avas a suh- 
ordiiiale sovereign, depemhuit iijion a. siiperioi*, a<*eording to 
lht‘ temor of his eompaet, expressed or ini[)lied. Noav havo’ng 
eoiiti'iided, as anc still cont«*nd, that the hiNV of natiims is the 
laNV of India as Avell as of Miirope, h(‘eanse it is the law of 
ri'ason and IIk- Imnv ornatun*, draAvn from tlu* pure sourees of 
]iiorality, of piihlie gmul, and of natural (‘ijuity, and reeogiiisi'd 
and digested into order by tlu* labour ot’h'arned men, .1 will 
refer your lordships to A^itt**!, book 1, cap. 10, where be treats 
of*the breach of such agrecanents, by the pi’otector rid’iising 
lo giNd ])rotectioii, or tlie protei hul refusing to perform liis 
part of llu* engagement. Alv desierii, in referring vou to Ihisi 
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author, is to prove that Chi^it Sing, so far from Leing hlam- 
|ablo ill raising objections to the iiiiautliorized demand made 
L|)on him by Mr. Hastings, was absolutely bound to do so, 
aior could ho hav(^ done o<h(*rwi^e, \\ilhout hazarding the*. 
|\vhole btmoiit of tlio agrc'cnuuit upon wliich his subjection and 
fpi'otecf ion wcrii foumleal. The law is the same with respect to 
iboth contracting parties ; if the protected or ])rotictor does not 
fiiiini with fidelity each Ins separate stijmlation, tlu^ ])rotect('d 
inay resist the unauthorized ilemand of tlu» predector, or the 
protector is discliargcd irom Ids engagement; he may refuse 
protection, and dedart' the tn'aty brokt'U. 

We conUmd in favtuir of ('licit Sing, in support of the ])rin- 
ciples of natural eipiity and of the; law of nations, ^^hich is 
llie birthriglit of ns all,- -\\c contend, I say, that C'heit Sing 
would ha\e establisluMl, in Ihe ojiinions of the best writers 
on the law of nalions, a precc'dent against himsidf for any 
futuri* violalion of the (‘ugagtMniMil, if h(‘ siihmiltt'd to any 
ju'vv d(‘ma.ud, without what our laws call a continual claim 
or piu'petual remonstrance against the imposition. Inst(‘ad, 
tluTiToia*, <»f lining tiuit which was criminal, lu‘ did that 
w hii'h his satet.y and his duty bound him to do, and for doing 
this he was considei’i'd by Mr. Hastings as lieing guilty (d* a 
great crime. In a pajs r which was published by the pri- 
soner, in just ilicat ion of this act, hi‘ considers the Ibijah to 
havi* been guilty of rebellious intentions; and he rejiresents 
these acts id' contumacy, as he calls tlii'iu, not as proofs of 
contumaev merelv, but as [iroids of ;i settlini tlesign to rebel, 
and to throw otf tlu> authority of that nation by which he 
was ])rot('cted. 1'his belief he declares on oath to be the 
ground of his conduct tinvards (.'licit Sing. 

A'ow, iiiy lords, wi* do contend, that il‘ any subject under 
iiiny namo, or of any description, be not engaged in public 
'opim rebellion, but continues to acknowledge tbe authority 
J'tif his sovi'ri’ign, and if Irilmtary to ])ay tribute conformably 
-to agi’ccment, such a siilijtvt, in (*ase of being siis|)ected ot 
having formed traitorous designs, ought to he treated in a 
manner tot.illy dilferenl from that Avhich was adopted by jMr. 
.Hastings. If the Uajah of Henares had formed a secret eoii- 
Bpiracy, Mr. Hastings liad a state duty and a judicial duty to 
perform He Avaa bound, as Governor, knowing of siudi a 
conspiraey, to ])rovide for tbe public safety ; and as a judge, be 
was bound to convene a criminal court, and to lay beforii 
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it a detailed aeeusafion ot* the otieiiee. He was bound to 
proceed publiely and legally against tlu? accused, and to coib 
vict Inni of his ei-inu', jirc'vions to his intlii-tiiii^ or forming 
any intention of inflicting punishment. J say, my lords, 
that Mr. Hastings, as a mnt(isti*ate, was bound to proceed 
aj'ainst the Ltajah eit lun’by Kni^lish law, by Mahomedan law, 
or by tlie Gtmtoo law ; and that by all or any of these laws 
he was bound to make the accused aejpiaintod with Ihe 
crime alleged, to hear his answer to tin* eliarge, and to ])ro- 
dnee evideiiee agjiinst him, in an o[)en, clear, and jndii ial 
inanmT. And hero, my lords, we have again to renwu-k that 
the JMaliomedan law is a great discriminator of persons, and 
that it prescribes Hk' nuMle of proee(‘ding against those wl 
are accused of any ikdimpumcy requiring pimislinient, with a 
nderenec to the dlsfimdion and rank which llie accused ludd 
in so(*H'ty. ^ri)C proceeilings are oxeiH'dingly sol)er, ri'gidar, 
and i’es[)ec<ful, even to criminals charged with tin* higlK‘st 
crimes ; and (iveiy maglsfratti is n*qnired lo (‘xtM’cisi* liis oHie<i 
jn ihi^ pi*t*seribed manner, fn tin* llcdaia, sifU*!* dt‘«*l:iring and 
discns>ing the ])roj)riety of the <‘aiizy’s siffiog openly in Hu* 
ext'ontion of his olfua^, it is nddc*d, that th(*re is JU) impro- 
priety in ih(i (‘an/.y sitting in his own honst* to pass judg- 
ment ; but it is recpiisite that he give oi'ders foi* a IVca* aeec'ss 
to the people. It then proceeds thus: “ It is recpiisili* that 
such people sit along with the can/.y as wen* ns(‘d to sit 
with him, prior to his ap[)oiniment to tln‘olHcc; ))i‘C!ni.se, if In^ 
wore to sit alone in his house, ho would tlierehy give rise to 
suspicion.” ^ 

My lords, having tlius seen Avhat the duty of a judge is in 
siudi a ease, l(‘t us examine whetlu'r ]\lr. Hastings observi‘d 
any part of the preserlhecl rules. First, with regard to the 
publicity of the matter. Did lie ever give any notice toHbe 
supreim) council of tlie cliarges which he says he had re- 
ceived against Clu'it Sing? J)i<l he accuse the Kajali in the 
council, even w hen it was nsluced to himself and his poor, 
w'oru-down, coAved, and I am afraid, bribed coll(*agu(», Mr. 
Wheler? .Did lie <*vmi then. I ask, jiroiliiee any oiui elinrge 
against this man ? H<.* sat in <-ouneil as a judge ; as an Eng- 
lish judge; as a ]\lahoin(*dari jndgi^; as a j’ldge by the 
Genioo law, and by the law of natnn*. He should have 
siinimoned the parly fo appear in p('rson, or by his attornev, 
If i daia, \ol. ii. p. 
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Virinir him, and should havi; lliriv iidurmud him ul the 
riiiir^t‘ iigiiinsL him. Ihit, my lords, ho did not act thus, llo 
Jvc[)t tlir accusation secret in his own bosom, ^nd wliy ? 
Iji'caiisc he did not believe it to he true. 'Phis may at least 
be inlerred Irom his havin'!; never iniormed the council of 
the inatt(!r. lie never informed the liajah of Benares of the 
suspicions ('iitertained ai!;ainst him, durinjj; the discussions 
which took ])lace respeetinj!; the multipli(‘d demands that 
were niad(‘ upon him. Jle mwer lold this victim, as la* has 
had the audacity tohdl ns and all Ihis kini^dom, in Ihe paper 
that is htdorii your lordships, that lu! looked upon these r(‘- 
fiisals to C')mj[)ly witli his thMiiands to be overt acts of relud- 
lion ; nor did lu! ever call upon him to answi*r or to justify 
\'imself with n'^ard to that imputed conspiracy or rt‘bellion. 
Hid he tell Sadaniiud, t Ikj Bajah’s a'^emt, w hen that a^eiit was 
^iviu«j; him a bribe or a pn^seut in st'en.'t, and was thus en- 
deavouriu!^ to deprecate his wrath, that h(‘ acc(“pted that bribe, 
becaiise his master was in ri‘bellion Y Never, my lords; mu* 
did h(‘, when Ik* first jcaehed Benares and had tin* Bajah in 
his ])ower, suiij^cht oiu* word coneerniii^ this rc'hi'llion. Did 
he, will'll he met INlr, Markham at Bau^lt'pore, where they 
consulted about the destruction of this unha[)py man, did he 
tell ]\lr. Markham, or ilid iMr. JMarkham insinuate to him, any 
one thinj^ about this c(‘uspiracy and rebellion r No; not a 
word tla're or in his whole progress uj) tlu* i-ountry. While 
at Bauglejiore he wnde a letter to ia'ril .Maeartiu'y upon tlu) 
Btato of lilt! I'lnpire, giving him mm h and various advice. 
Did lu! insiiiuati^ in that letter that he was gtmig u[) to Be- 
■jares to sup]»ress a rebellion of the l\ajah t’heit tSing, (U* to 
ijnuisli him ? No; not a. word. Did Ik*, m\ lords, at tlu? (*ve 
tf his departure irom Calcutta, when he communieati'd his 
intention of taking .t5t)0,0()0, whieli Ik; calls a tine or pe- 
nalty, from the Bajah,did he inform Mr. Wheh*r of it Y No, 
not a word d’ iiis rebellion, nor anything like* it. Did he in- 
form bis Si'cret conlidants, Mr. Aiuh rson and ]Major Balmer, 
upon that subject r’ Not a word, tbm*e was not a wonl drop- 
ped from him of any such reln'llion, or of any inU'ution in 
the Jbvjab (licit Sing to rebel. Did Ik*, when iie had vakeels 
bi evi*ry part of thi* JMabratta empire and in the country of 
Sujab j)owlah, when he bad in mo^^t of tho>e courts Knglish 
umbassadors ami native spies : did be either from ambassa- 
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dors or spies receive anything like aullieiitie iiitolligoneft 
upon this subject ? AVliile he was at Ihuiares he had in his 
hands Beneraiu Pundit, the vakeel of tlie llajali of Berar, his 
own confidential friend, a person whom lie took out of the 
service of liis master, and 1o wliom he ^ave a jai^Iiire in tin’s 
very zemiiulary of Benart^s. Tin’s man, so atlached to Mr. 
Hastings, so knowinj^ in all the transactions of India, neither 
accused Chcit Sin»j; of rehcUious intentions, nor furnished 
Mr. Hastings with one single proof that any conspiracy with 
any foreign power existed. 

In this absence of evidence, my lords, hd us have ivcourso 
to probability. Js it to be Ixdievtal that the zemindar of Be- 
nares, a person wliom JMr. Hastings describes as being of a 
timid, weak, irresolnto, and lc‘i*hh‘ natnn‘, should venture to 
make W!ir alone with the whole power of tlu‘ tk)mpany‘in 
India, aided by thii powers whieh (In^at Britain could 
bring to the })rotection of its Indian empirii ? (\nd<l that jioor 
man, in Ids comparatively small district, possibly have Ibriued 
such an inUmtion without giving Mr. Hastings acci'ss to the 
know U'dge of the fact, from one or otlun* of the niiim;rons 
corrcs])ond(Mils whieh In* liad in^that eountry ? 

As to the Bajairs supposed intrigues with tin* i\abob of 
Oude, this man was an actual jirisoiua’ of Mr. Hastings, and 
nothing else ; a mere vassal, as he says himself, in t'lfeet and 
substanee, though not in name, ('an any <me Ixdieve or 
think tliat Air. Hastings waiuld not have n*eeived from tht» 
Englisli resident, or from some one of that trilx^ of English 
g(*nlicmeu and English ndlitarv colhvturs, w ho were placed 
in that country in the exercise of tlie most arbitrary powers, 
some int(*lligenc(j which he could trust, if any rebellions de- 
signs had rt'ally existed j)revions to the rcbi'llion which did 
actually break out upon his arresting Chcit ISing? 

There was an aneiimt Boman law \er, of great fame in the 
history ol Boman jnrisprndencx*, whom tliey ealh'd Oni J^ono, 
from his having first introdneed into jiiridieal pnx'cedings iho 
argument — w/ial end or ohjvrl vould Ihn pariif have had in 
the act with which ha is accused ^ Surely it may Ixi hero 
asked, why should (-heit Sing wish to ri.*h(d,w h() held on easy 
and moderate terms (for such 1 mliuit tlu^y were) a very coii- 
Sidc'rable territory, with twery attribute of royalty attached ? 
The tribute was paid for protection, which he had a right tQ 
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claim, and wliicli Im actually m-civcd. VVliafc rcasi)ii under 
heavon conld lie have to "o and scc'k anotlior master; to 
place himself under the proltviien of Siijah Do\\lah, in whose. 
iiajiclH JVlr. llastin^.s tells yon, in so many direct and plain 
words, that neither the Kajah's jiroperty, his honour, nor his 
life could be safe ? Was lu‘ tt) sei‘k ri‘fu<;i‘ wit h the Mahrattas, 
who, thonj^h (lentoos like himsedf, had reduerd every nation 
which they snbdnc'd, c'Acept those who wcTe orip;inally of 
their own empii'i', ton si‘vere servitude? (’an anyone be- 
lieve that he wishcal (‘ithen* for the one or the other of tliescj 
<'har^(‘s; or that lui was desirous to (piit the happy ind(‘ju*nd- 
c'lit situatioii in which he stood iindcu' the ]ir()ti‘etion of the 
Rritish eni])lrc‘, from any loose, wild, improhahle notion of 
mendin;.^ his e«mdition ? J\ly lords, it is impossihh*. 1'here 
is not one ])arlicle of evidence, not one word of this charj^e 
on neord, ])rior to the pnhlieati<»n of Mr. Ilastin«;s’s narra- 
tive; and all th(‘ prc'snmpt ive evidence in the world would 
scarcedy h<‘ sulliciejit to jirove th(‘ fac't, h(‘caiis(» it is almost 
impossible that it slionhl l)t‘ trm‘. 

Ihil, my lords, althoni^h Mr. Ilastini^s swore to the truth 
of ihis ehariji' wluMi lu* caim^ helon* lh(‘ House of ('oininons, 
Net in his iiaiM*;!l iv<‘ Ik? tims fairly and eandidly avowed that 
he entertained no such ojiinioii at the time. Kvery step,” 
says h(’, “ which I had taken licfon* that fatal monuuil , namely, 
lhelliu;htof ( ’heit- Sm^, is an incont roverlibh' proof that 1. 
had formed no design of seizing ii|)on tiu‘ Jbajah’s treasures 
or of d(‘poslng him. And certainly at tin' time when I did 
fnrm the design of making tlu' pnnislinu'iit , that his iormer 
ill conduct deserved, siil)servi('nt to tin.' (‘xigemdes ol' the 
sla{(', liy a large liiu‘, I did not believi' him guilty of that 
])n‘meditatcd project for vlriving tin* Mngli.sh out of India, 
with \\\\u \\ 1 altcr\N artls charged him.” 'riius then In* tlcclari'S 
upon <*atli, that tiu* Kajali’s contuma<*y was the gromul of his 
siispi'ct ing liim of n-lndlion, and yet when he comes to malu‘ 
his dcrcncc before the House* of CommoiiH, he simplv and 
4-andidly dis-lares, that long after tlu'.so alleged acts of eontn- 
inaey had taken jilace', he did jiot helie'vo him to bo guilty of 
any such thing as rebellion, and that tho tine inijmsi'd upon 
him w'as for another reason and anotlu'r purpose. 

In page 28 of your ])rintt‘d minutes, he thus deelares-tho 
purpose for wlueli the tine was imposed. 1 can answer 
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only tt» lliis formiilablo l.luil/ so kiiijj; as 1 (.‘oiiivived 

Clioit vSinj;’s niiscoiiduoL and cunhiinacy to luivo me rather 
than tlie Company for its ohjeet, at least to bo merely tlie 
effect of pernicious advice or mis^nidi'd folly, witbont any 
formal dcsi<;n of openly resisting our authority or disclaiming 
our sovereignty, i looked upon a considerable fine as sufli- 
cient both for liis immediale punishment and for binding him 
to future good behaviour.’* 

Here, my lords, the seer(‘t comes out. He declares it was 
not for a rcb(‘llion or a sus|)ieiou of rebellion that he resolved, 
over and above all bis exorbitant demands, to take from the 
Itajah £500,000 (a good stout sum to be taken fnnn a tribut- 
ary power), that it was not for misconduct of this kind that 
he took this sum, hut for p(M*sonal ill behaviour towards him- 
self. I must again beg your lordships to note that In* thtui 
eojisidered the iiajab’s ecmtumaey as liaving for its object not 
the Com])any, but Warren Hastings, and that be aft(‘rwards 
declared publicly to the House of (.\jmmons, — and now be- 
fore your lordships, be (leelar(‘s lliially and eoiielusively, -that 
he did In'lieve ('heii kSing to have had Ihc erimiual iiilenlinn 
imputed to him. 

“So long,” says he, “as 1 conceived Chi*it Sing’s mise<)n- 
duet and contumacy to have ” (in italics as he c»rdt'r(‘d it 
to be printed) “rather tliau tin* Company for its object, so long 
1 was saiisfM'd with a line. I therefori* (uitertaiiied no serious 
thoughts of e.\j)ellii)g him or proceeding »)therwiso to vio- 
lent'c ; hut. \nIu*m he and his pe<»ph^ broke out into tiki most 
atrocious acts of rebellion aiul murder, when ihi}. juf< for tior in 
et lex uUuiui reffutn wer^^ aj>p(*aled to on his part (and with- 
out any suliicieiit plea afforded him on mini*), I. from that 
moment ronsidiTcd him as the traitor and criminal described 
ill the charge, and no etineessioiis, no humiliations, could. (wer 
after imlture me to settle on him the zernindary of 15ei:ar(\s, 
or any other huTitory, upon any footing wliatevcT.” 

Thus then, my lords, he has confessed that the era and 
the only era of rehelliou was when the tumult broke out 
upon the act of violence oflenMl by himself to Cheit Sing; 
and upon the ground of that tumult, or reludlion as ho calls 
it, he say.s he nu\er would sulfur him to enjoy any territory 
or any right whatevt.r. We havi^ fixed the period (d* the re- 
bellion for XvhnJi lie is supposud t-.i )ia\c exacted this liiiOj; 
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tlufl period of rolitOlioii was after llie (‘.vactioii of the fioo 
itself, so that, ilu* fine was not lai^l for lh»‘ ri‘l)elllon, but. the 
rebellion broke out in consequence of the line and tlie violent 
measure accompanying it. AVc Jiave established this, aiid 
ilio whobi lumiau race cannot sbalu? it. lie went uj) the 
country through malice to revenge his own privatti wrongs, 
not those of the Conqiany. lie fixed dC5()0,()00 as a mulct 
for an insult oller(‘d to liims(df, and tluMi a rebellion broki* out 
in consequiMua' of bis vinlfiice. This was tin' ri'hcllion and 
Ihe only n'lnOlion ; it was Warren Haslings’s n‘h(‘lliou, a n*- 
Im’IIioii w hich arose' from his own drcadiid (‘xaction ; frj)m his 
|)ridc, from his malice and insatiable a\ari<'('; a rebellion 
which arose from bis abominable 1,3 raim\ , frmn his lust of 
arbitrary ]mwcr, and frtun bis detcrmiuallou to follnw tl»c 
evauiidcs of Sujab Dowlali, ,\/nph nl 1 >ow lab, (b)sslm Ali 
Khan, Alivi‘rdi Kbau, and all the gang of rebels who an' the 
nhjcet.s of his imitat ion. 

J/y patience^ says he, im.s* r.vltfnisfrd. Your lordshij)s have, 
and ought to have, a judieial patit'iiee. Air. Hastings has 
noii(M)fany kind. I hohl that patimiee is one of the gri'at 
\ Irtiies of a guvi'rnor ; it was said of IVlosi's^ that he governed 
hy patience, and that he was tin* nn'<‘k(‘st man upon earth. 
Patience is also tin* dist Ingnishing character ()f a judge ; and 
I think your lordshijis, both with reg.ard to ns ainl with n*- 
gard to him, have show n a. great deal of it; we shall I'vi'r 
Inaionr t he quality, and if we jirelend to sav that we ha\(* 
had great patiiana* in going thr«>iigh this trial, so your lord- 
ships nnisl have hail great ])atience in liearing it. I bit this 
man’s |>atieiiee, as be blmself tells yon, was sonii e\hans(i*d. 

I. ei.nsidered be says, “the light in wbieli sneb bi‘ba\iour 
wonhl have bei'ii viewed bv bis iiativi* sovereign, and I re- 
sohed be slionld fe<’l the power he had so hmg insnltt*d 
Porty or til'ty lacks of rnpet's would have been a moderate 
line for Snjab ul Dowlah to exact ; be who bad demaiuled 
tweiny-fivi* lacks for tin* im*rc line of succession, and n*ccivcd 
twenty ill band, and an increased rt*nt tantamount 1 «> consid- 
erably abt)ve thirty lacks more; and tlierefon* .1 rejeeti'd thi^ 
oiler of twiMity, with wbieh the Itajah would bavi* eoinpro- 
mised for bis guilt when it was too late.” 

Now, my lords, observe who bis models wen*, when be iii- 
tciided to punish Ibis mai for aa ni'^nlt on himself. Did be 

VOL. VllJ. o 
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consult llic laws ? Did ho look to iho Institutes of Tiinouf, 
or to those of (thini^es KhAn ? I)ul lio look to tiu; ITedaia, 
or to any of the approvtMl authorities in this eonntry ? No, 
iny lords ; lie exactly followed the advice which Lonj;iiiiis 
)[ifives to a great Avriter: — Whenever you have a mind to 
tilevate your mind, to raise it 1o its highest pitch, and even 
to extaa'd yourself, upon any subject, think how Honuu’ would 
have described it, how Plato would have imagined it, and 
how Demosthenes would have e\'pr('ss(*d it, and when you 
have so doin', you will Hum, no doubt, have a standard 
which will raise you up t») the dignity of anything that 
human genius can aspirt' 1o. ]\lr. Hastings was calling 

upon himself, and raising his mind to tIu' dignity of what 
tyranny cotild do; what unrighteous exaction eouhl ])(t- 
form. considert'd, hi^ says, how much Sujah Dowlah 

would have exacted, and that he thinhs would not be too 

much for him to (‘xact. He boldly avows, J raised my 

mind to the idevatiou of 8njah Dowlah. 1 consi»l('red w hat 
(\)ssim AH Khan Avould have done, or Aliverdi Ivhan, wdio 
murdered and robbed so many, i had all lliis line of great 
examples Indore iiu*, and 1 askc'd mvsi'lf what tine limy 
Av'oiild hav(^ e\a(*l(’d iijion sueh an oceasion. Hut, says he, 

Sujnh Dowlah levied a tine of twenty lacks for a right of 

succession. 

(bsul (bnl ! my hints, if you an' not appalled w ith tin* vio- 
lent iiijii.stic(^ of arbitrary pimec'edings, you miisl. ted something 
humiliating at the gmss ignorancti of men wlu) are in this 
maiJiuM’ jdaying with the rights of inankliid. 'fliis m;ui con- 
founds a line np<m succession Avith a line of ]n‘nalty. He 
takes advau(ag(; of a defe(!t in the teehnical languagt* of our 
law, Avhicli, I am sorry to say, is not in many ])arts as eor- 
reet in its distinetions and as A\ise in its provisions as the ^la- 
luinu’dan law. We use the Avoril line in thn*e si*nses ; tirst, 
as a ])unishmeiit and jn'iialty ; seeondly, as a formal mi'aiis of 
tmtting off by one form the ties of another firm, which Ave 
call levying a line; and thirdly, Ave use the word to signity a 
sum of moiu‘y payable upon nmiiwal of a lease or eo[)yhol(l. 
The Avord has, in eaeh ease, a totally ditrerent sense; but 
imeb is the stiipitlity and barbarism of the prisoiu*r, that ho 
confounds tlu*se si-Iises, and tells you 8ijjah Dowlali took 
twenty-five laeks as a line from C'heit Sing, for the rene waJ 
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of his zeniiiulRiy, and llioivforo, aa a |jiniia]iin(?iit lor Ci 3 of- 
fences, he shall take fifty. Suppose any one of your lord- 
shij)s or of us wen^ io he IIikmI for assaidtand hattery, or for 
aiiythini^ els(‘, and it should be said, you paid such a line 
for a bishop’s h'ase, you paid such a line on the purchase of 
an cslale; and ili(M*(‘fore, now that you are ^oinuj to b(i lined 
for a ])unishin(‘nt, will lake the measure of the lino, not 
irom Ihe jial ure and (piality of your olhnice, not from the law 
upon the suhjeet or IVoin your ability to pay, but the amount 
of a line yon paid some years a^^^o for an estate shall be the 
measure of yum* pnnishinent. ]\ly lords, wliat should we say of 
such hrntish ignorance, and such shock inij; confusion of ideas? 

Wlu'ii this man had elevated his mind aet*ordin^ to the 
riih-s el' art , and slinmlaled himself to ^pH'at thinjj^s hy eroat 
e\am|)les, lie ^oes on to tell yon that he rtjeeied the oiler of 
twenty laeks with wliieh tlu^ Kajah wonld have coinjitmiided 
for his e-iiiit wlieii it was too late*. 

P(‘r?nit in(‘, my lorils, to say a liwv w ords Ikto, by way of 
i*(‘f('rring hack all this monstrous heap of viohmee and absurd- 
ity to soiiu‘ degrt‘<‘ of prineiph'. l\lr. Hast ings having eom- 
pk'tely ae(jnitt(‘(l the Kajah of any olluT fault than coni nnuiey, 
ami having supjiosed evcmthatlo he only p(‘rsonal to himself^ 
li<‘ thought a. liiK' of .C5(H),t)(M) would la* a projier pnnislimcnt. 
Aovn wlieii any man gO(‘s to (‘xaet a line, it presupposes in- 
<juiry, charge, defeiie(‘, and judgment. It do(*s so in tlie IMa- 
l.otiiedan law ; it does in the (leiitoo law; it does so in 
the law of Ikigland, in the Roman law', and in the, law, 1 he- 
jie\e, of iwery nation iindt'r lu’aveii, t'xcept in that law 
whi<'!i I’csides in 1 Ik* arbit rarv breast of IVlr. J last lugs, poisoii- 
'mI hy liu* j)rineiples and stiinulat(*(l hy tlie examples of those 
wicked trailers and ri*hels whom 1 liave lad'ore described, 
lie, nu'nlions his ijili'ntiou of Uwying a f\ne, ; but does he 
maki* any mention t)l‘ having charged the Kajah with his of- 
fences ? It ap[)ears lhat lu^ hehl an m(*rodibli‘ quantity of pri- 
val(i eorn*s|)ondenee through the various residents, through 
JMr. (Iraliam, Mr. k’owke, Mr. Marklmm, Mr. Ikmii, concern- 
ing the alfairs of that country. .Did ho ever, upon this al- 
leged contumacy (for at preseut 1 [)ut the rebellion out of i)ie 
question), iiu[uiie ibe progress of tins ])orsoual allront olfered 
1o tbo (loveru(>r-( leiieral of Ju'iigal ? Did ho ever state it to 
the Kajah, or did he call his vakeel before the council to an- 
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pwer tlu* ? Did lie examine any ont‘ pi'i'sen or parti- 

cMilarize a single 1‘aet iji any inainier whatever? No. What 
then did ho do? Why, my lords, he divlared hims(.‘lt* the 
person injured, stood forward as tlu*. aeeiisi'r, assumed tho 
nllice of judge, and proceeded to judgment without a party 
before him, without trial, without examiuatiou, without proof. 
Jle thus directly reversed the order of justitre. lie determiu- 
i‘d to line the Itajah when his own ])atii‘nei*, as he says, was 
exhausted, not when justiee demanded the punishment. He 
resolved to line him in the enormous sum of JC500,0()0. Does 
he inform the council of lliis dtdi rmiuatiou ? No. ^IMie 
court of directors ? No. Any one of his eonliilauts ? No, 
iu)t one of them; not Mr. ralmer, not Mr. Middleton, mu* 
any of that legion of secreiaries that h(i had ; nor did he 
even inform IMr. Malcolm of his inientions until ht‘ nu‘t him 
at ]hiuglej)or(\ 

In regard to the ohjeet of his malie(\ we only know lhat 
many letters came from Cdieit Sing to iMr, llaslings, in which 
tho unfortunate man end(*avoured to appiaisi' his wrath, and to 
none of which he ever gave an answer, llii is an accuser 
jireferring a chargi? and receiving a[)ologii‘s, without giving 
tho party an answiT; although he had a crowd of s(‘cretari(‘s 
about him, maiuiaim'il at the expensij of tho miserable pi‘(»- 
j)le of Reiiaros, ami paid by sums of moniiy draw n fraudu- 
lently from their pockets. Still not oiu; word of answi'r w as 
given, till he had formed the n'solutioii of exacting a fine, 
and had aetnally hy lortnn madt^ his victim’s ser\ant dis- 
cover where liis master’s 1 reasi ires lay, in order tliat In* might 
rol) him of all his family [)oss(*ssi‘d. An* these the jiro- 
eeedings of a Jlritish jmlgi*; or are they not I'ather such as 
are described hy Jiord Cnkt- — (ami tiu-.st* h'arned geiillemeii, 
1 dare sa\, will n'lnemher the passagi* ; it is tu«> striking nnl 
to be rememb(?red) as “///c thumird and danuuddn proceed- 
iiif/fi of a jiuhje in hdiy Such a juvlge lias the prisom‘r 
at your bar proved himself t*.; he. Jj’irst, he det(*rmin(*s upon 
the punishment, than he ])repares the accusation, and then 
])y torturer and violence (*ndcavours to e.xtort tlie fine. 

My lords, 1 must again heg leave to call your attention to 
liis mode of proc(*cdiiig in this business, lie nev(*r entered 
any charge. Jle nevi'r answc'n'd any letter. Not that he 
was iille. lie was carrying on a wicked and clandestino 
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.filot for tlic (H*s< ruoiioii of Hie Tviijiili, iitidor tlio prclnicc of 
this lino; alUiough tlic jiiufc was not knowji, I verily believe, 
to any Europonn at tho time. lie does not pretend that 1 )(^ 
t(,]d any one of the Company’s servants of Ins intentions of 
linin<^ the Rajah, hut that some hostile project against him 
had been formed by Mr. J Tastings was pmdijeUy well known 
to tho native's. Mr. Hastings tells yon lliat (’lieit Sing had 
a vakeel at C^dentta, whose business it was to learn the g(‘- 
neral transactions of onr goveriinieiit, and the most minute 
part iculars which could, in any ueaniier, atVect Ihii interest of 
Ids employer. 

I must- hcri' tell your lordshijis, that there is no court in. 
Asia, from the highest to tiui lowest, no pi'tty soverc'ign, that 
does not both employ and ri'ceive what liny call hircarrahs, 
or in otlu'i* words, pc'rsons to eolli'ct and to commiinicato 
j)olitical intellig(*nci'. Tlu'sc^ im'ii are receivi'd with the 
stat() and in th<? rank of ambassadors ; they have their place 
in the Durbar, and their business as authorized s])ies is as 
w(‘ll knoNMi lljero as that of ambassadors extraordinary and 
ordinary in the eoiirls <»f Kur(»p<'. Mr. Hastings had a pub- 
lic spy ill till' jiersoii of the resident, at Renares, and ho had 
a |)rivat(' spy thei’o in another person, 'fhe spies employed 
by (he native powers liad, by some means, come to the 
knowledge of ^ir. Hastings’s clandestine and wicked inten- 
tions towards this nnliaj>pv man, ('licit- iSIng, and his unbap- 
]?y eomifiy, and of his designs for the destruction and tlie 
litter mill of liotli. lie lias himself told you, and ho has got 
-Mr. And'‘rs<»n to v<Hich it, that he had received proposals for 
ihe sale of tliis misi'rahle mail and Iiis country. And from 
^vlioin did he rceeivi* these proposals, my lords? AV^hy, from 
the Nabob, Azoph id Dow lah, to whom lie threatened to 
iransft'r belli ilie p<’rsoii of the Rajah and his zeinindary if ho 
did noi n’deeni him^ell* bv some pecuniary saerifiee. Now 
Azoph 111 Dowlah, as apjiears by Hie minuti's on your lord- 
ships’ table, was at (hat tilin' a- bankrujit. Ho was in debt 
to ilio (Vmipany tenfold more than bo could pay, and all liis 
revenues were sei]uestered for that debt. Ho was a person of 
t-lic last degree of indolence, w ith the last degree of rapacity. 
A man, of wlioiii IMr. .ir.*istings declared, that bo bad wasted 
and dt'stroyi'd by his iiiisgovornmont Iho fairest provincot 
upoii earth •, that not a person in his dominior.s was secure 
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from his violiMicc*, and ihai I'vpu his own hiihci’ could not 
enjoy his life and honour in safoty under him. I'liis avari- 
cious bankrupt tyrant, who had bi'g"ar(‘d and (k^alroycd liis 
own subjects, and could not pay Ins di'hl-s 1o tlie Englisli 
government, was the man with whom Mr. Hastings was in 
treaty to deliver up Cheit Sing and l\is country, under pn*- 
tence of his not having ]>aid r(‘gnlarly to the Company those 
customary payments, wliich tlu^ tyrant would probably have 
never paid at all, if 1 m^ had been ])nt in possi'ssion of the 
country. This I mcuiioii to illnstrate Mr. Hastings’s juans 
of economy and linance, without considering the injiislico 
and cruel Ly of delivering up a man to the hereditary eiumiy 
of his family. 

It is known, my lords, that IMr. Hastings, besides having 
received j)roposals for delivering np I lie beaiilifhl r*onntry (d' 
Benares, that, garden of (u)d, as it is styled iji India, to that 
monster, that raj)aeious tyrant, Ay.o|)li ul Dowlali, who, with 
Ids gang of mereenary troops, had desolat(Ml his own eountry 
like a swarm of loeusts, — had purposed, lilo'wis(% to S('i/.t5 
Cheit Sing’s own patrimonial forts, which was m>thing li‘ss 
than to tak(^ from him the rc'sidcncc of his wonum and his 
children, the seat of his honour, the place in which th(‘ n‘- 
maining treasures and last hopes of his family were ceiit-enMl. 
By the Gciitoo law, every lord or su])r(mie magistrate is bound 
to construct and to live iii such a fort. It is the usage of 
India, and is a matter of slate and dignity, as well as of j)?*o- 
priety, reason, and doience?. J t was ])robaidy an appn'hensioji 
of being hijiired in this tender ])oint, as w'ell as a knowledge 
of the proposal made by the Aahoh, wdiieh induced Cheit 
Hing to offer to buy himself off; all.hoiigli it does not a])- 
])ear from any part of the evidence that he. assigned any 
other reason than that of Mr. Hastings intending to exact 
from him six lacks of rupees over and al)t)ve his otlier ex- 
actions. 

Mr. Hastings indeed almost ackm»wledg(‘s the existence of 
this plot agaiiist the Kajah, and his being tin* author of it. 
ile says, without any dtmial of Ihr fact, that the Kajah sus- 
pected some strong acts to he intended against him, and 
(lierivfon? aslual Mr. IMarkham \\lK;iher lui could not buy 
them otf, and obtain Air. Hastings’s favour by the payment 
of iJ2()0,000 Air. Alarkharn gavi', as his oj)iniou, that 
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^4^200,000 wats not sulVu-iont; .‘mhI Mio day tlig Itajah 

oHorod inori‘, in all i^220,(M)(). n<‘jj;ofci:iiion, 

JiowcvcT, broke oil*; and why ? Not, as Mr. Markham says 
be I'onjoctnnMl, b(*('ans(‘ Uie Kajali had learned 1 hat Mr. Hast- 
ings had no longer an iiitentiou ot* imposing llu‘se six. lacks, 
or something to that ellect, and ihercidre rctracU'd Ids oll’er ; 
but because* that olh'r hatl bee'ii rejected by Mr. JIaslings. 

Let us he‘ar what rcase)n the man who was in Hie* true* 
eiee-ret gives Ibi* iu)t accepting the; .Ivajah’s o/re*r. “ I n'jee'led,” 
says Mr. J Iasi ings, “ the oiler ot* twemiy lacks, with whi<*li 
the llajali we>nld liave* ce)mpromised tor his guilt when it was 
loo late.” ]\ly lords, he; best, knows what ilio motives »d‘his 
own actions were*. He says, the* edVer was nnnle* “ whem it 
was too late*.” Hael he ])reviously told the Ivajah wliat sum 
of mone*y he we)nhl be; reejnireal to j)ay, in en-dm* io buy him- 
self (df; or ha<I he* 7 *e<pi(‘sle‘el him to name* an\ sum w hie'h he* 
W'!s willing to pay ? Hiil he*, atler having re‘fiisi*d (he otler 
maeie by the; Hajali, say, (\»me*, and make* me* a l)ctte*i* edfe*!*, 
or upem such a elay 1 shall elcidare. that- your olle'is an* inad- 
missible*? Ne) such thing ap])e‘ars. Your le)relsldps w ill fur- 
the*r re*mark, that xMr. Hastings re'l*useel the* .C2()(),()t)t) at a 
time whe*n (he; e.\igeucie*s of the (’ompany we*re so pri'ssing, 
that he was oblige'el to rob, |)ilfer, and ste'al upe)n eve‘rv side* ; 
at a time* when he was be)rrowing .Cdl),(K)0 from Mr. Sulli- 
van in eim* morning, and raising by other undm’ jobs L27,00() 
more*. In the* elist ivss whie*h his own e'\t ravagaiie-e* anel pre)eli- 
gality I'.ael inveelve'el him, .C200,0()() woulel have* been a 
N'e'ighty be*ne*til, altlmugb elerive*el frenu his villany ; but 
this r<*lie’f he* peisitively r(‘fuse*ei, bce*aus(*, says he*, the* oiler 
eaiue; te)e) late. l*h*om the‘se* weenls, my lorels, We* may infer, 
that there was a time* whe*n the; otler woulel neet have* bee*n 
“te)olatc;* — a pe*rioel at w bich it would have bee*ii readily 
iiccept.e*el, .No such t hing appt'ars. 'rberi* is not a trace* upon 
your minutes, iie)t a trace* in the correspondence of the Cotn- 
])anv', te) prove; that the; Kajah w'oidd at any time; have; be*e‘U 
permitl.eel to buy him.se'lf oil* from tins ee)mplicateel tyi*anny. 

J have alr(*ady state*el a curieius eire*nmstance in this pre;- 
eeeding, to which I must again lH*g leave le» elirect )emr lorel- 
flbips’ atte;ntion. Hot;s It an\ whe*r(* appe*ar in that cenre- 
Bpoudenee, or in the testimony of Mr. Henn, of JMr. Markham, 
QV (4* uny huuuw being, that Mr. Jfuslings luid ever te»ld 
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du ll. SiiiL; uilh v\ lull sum lio sliouhl bo salisliod? T Iu*r0 
is fviilcuro bidbii* you dinrlly in [»n»(>r that lluy did nut 
know the amoiml. JVot oiio person kn(*w wIiaL Iiis inten- 
tion was wluui lie rc l'usc'd this i;:200,00(). Kor wlieii lie 
met jMr. IMai'kliani at Ibiu^Iepore, and tor the (irst time men- 
tioned tin* sum of ns the line ho meant to exaet, 

IMr. Markham was astonished and eonlbunded at its magni- 
tude. H(* tells you Ibis himseir. It appears, tluai, that 
neither (’heit Sin^^ nor the resident at J5euares (who ou^ht 
to have bi'i'ii in the se(*ret, if upon sueh an oei*asioii seereev 
is allowable) ever km-wuhat. tin; tmaiis were. 1’he Itaj 
was in the ilark ; he was bit to bad, blind fold, how mutn 
money ('ould n liev(‘ him IVom the ini([uitous iutimtions (d 
Mr. ilasliuifs; and at last he is ttdd that his otVer tamies 
too late, without haviu!^ e\(T laam told the pmdod at whiidi 
it would have been w d tiimal, or th(‘ amount it was ifro- 
posed to take I'rom him. Is this, niy bu’ds, the proper way 
to adjud‘ 4 (‘ a Hue i:' 

Your lordships will uow’ be pleas(‘d to advm*t to llu* man- 
ner ill wdii<di h(‘ del’emls liimscdt* and thest* proeeediuj;s. Mo 
says, I rejected this oll’er of iw^mly lacks, with whiidi the 
Kajah woidd Iuinc compromised Ibr his j^uilt. when it was too 
lati*.” ir l»y 1b.e.M‘ words he means too lat<‘ to auswt r the 
purposi’ lor whii h he has saiil the tine was (lesiipieil, namely, 
the ndief of the (’ompany, tho »pTinnd of his di fence is ab- 
solnltdy false, bir it is uotorions that at- tho time nd’erred 
to tho i\mip;m\’s allairs were in the <^n att‘st dist]es.s 

1 w ill next ( ill your lordships’ at ti nt ion to th(* projeetefl 
sale* of Ijcnares to tin* NalM»b of ( )ude. “If,” says Mr. 
Jiastiu;;s, “I ever tallod of s. llini; the (’oinpauv’s sove- 
reii^nty over 15enares to the Nahoh ot‘ Oiuh*, it was but in 
tfirrorfun ; and no subseipient act of uiim* warrants t lu* sup- 
position of my having st rioiisly inlendiil it.” And in an- 
<it,lier plaei* Ik* say “ M' I ever tlireateue<|.” Your lordsbips 
will reiuaik, that he puts h\ pollu*! iealK a mattiT, tlu; reality 
of whi(di he has ^ot to he soieiiiuly ileelaied on an aliidavit, 
and 111 a narrative to the tint hot whiidi he has deposed upon 
oiith. “ It 1 evm* t.hre, '-m-d,” savs In*, “to Hespossess tho 
Itajali ( f Ids territories, i* is no iiioro than what my prede- 
cessi rs (without ndiuk' from t'heir superiors, or notice taken 
of the expression) ]v*(l wished and intended to bave dope tp 
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hia fnilKT, ev(‘ii when tlie (’oinpany liiul no prrirnaiona io 
Mm* sovrrrij^oHy of Iho t-oiinliy. \l is no nion; Mimii rir-Ij a 
act of Hovcivi^nly as Ins behaviour justified, and as I. 
\Yas justified ni by fluj intentions of my pr(‘decessors. If 1 
j)n*ten(b‘d to seize uj)oii ins forts, it was in full eonvi(rtion 
tied, a de[)endent on the Company, guaranteed, maintained, 
and proteeh'd in bis country by the Company’s aiaiis, bad no 
occasion for forts ; bad no rij^lit to tbein, and could bold tbeiii 
for iM) other Iban sus|)C‘et(*d and rt'bellious |)uij)oses. None 
of tlie Company’s oiliiT ztaniinlars are permitti d to maintain 
tin .n ; and evtm onr rily, tl'o Nabob »)f flic ( arnatic, bas tbe 
(^nnJ)anv^s <rt)oj»s in all bis i^arrisons. I*(diey and [)ublie 
safety aivsoliitely re(juirt‘ it. Wbat state could e.vist, that 
allowed its inferior niendu'rs to bold forts and p;arrisons in- 
d(?p(*ndent of tin* sn[)erior administration ? It is a solecism 
in lifovi'rMment to supj)os(' if.” 

ili re IImmi, my lords. In* first declan‘S that this was merely 
dom* in trrnn'nn ; that in* never int(‘ndid to exticiite Ibe 
abominable act. And will your lordsbips ])atiently endure 
that siM*b tt‘rritie tbr(‘ats as tbest* shall he bnn,i^%by your (jo- 
vernor in India, owr the uiduippy p(‘opb* that an* suhje(*t to 
biai, and j»ro1eeied by llritisb faith ? Will you permit that, 
for tin* |»nrpos<* of extort iiujj money, a Covernor shall bold 
out the terribb^ tlinwit of deli\erinL; a tributary ])rince and 
Ins ]>eopb', hournl band and foot-, into the power of their per- 
fidious emnnies ? 

'rhe terror oe<‘asinued by ibrealeu\n»; to lake from him bis 
torts eau only l)e estiiMnted by eoiisiibn’ini; that, ai^n'eably 
to the relii^iou and ju'ejudices of 1 1 iiuKu^s, (he forts an* tlie 
plaees i:i wliicb their W(mu*n an* Iodised; in w liieh. aeeordini^ 
to their notions, Mieir honour i'J deposited, and in wlueli is 
Iodised all the. wi'alth that they eau save aicainst a!i evil day, 
to piircbase otf tlie veiii^eanee of an enemy. 'Phese forts, 
JMr. Ilastiiit^s says, he intmuled to lalvi*, heeause the Kajab 
could bold tliem for no other f ban rehellums and suspeeteil 
purposes. Ntuv 1 will show xonr lonlsbips, that Mu? man 
who bas Mu? horrible amlaeify to make this tk'elaratitni did 
himself assi^]] to tlu* Ibijab tbo-* very forts. lie pnt him in 
possession of them ; and when there was a dispute about tbo 
Nabob’s rights to lliem on tbo one siile, juid the Company’s 
on tbp other, did confirm them to this man. Tbo paper sluill 
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be ])r()i]iiri‘vi, that', you may liiivo bolorc yiuir oyos tlu*. groBS 
coninidiotioiis iido wliioli liis rapacity hfuI acts of arbitrary 
power liavc I'aycMl liitii. Tbaiik (iotl, iny lords, men that 
arc ^really e^nilty are never wise. 1 repeat it, im*ii that arc 
greatly guilty arc never v ise. In their cU'fenee of one criino 
they art' sure to meet the ghost of some former defence, 
wliieli, like tli(‘ sp(*clre in Virgil, drives Ihem back. The 
[irisoner at yonr bar, like the hero of tin* ])o4't, wln*n lie at- 
tempts to make bis escape by one evasion, is stopped by the 
appearance of some former eontradii-tory averment. If be 
altemjds loeseape by one door, Ibt'ri* bis (‘riminal alb'galions 
of one kind stop him ; if be aUtMopts to escape at another, 
the faets and allegatioiiri intended for some other XNieked 
purposi^ stare hi in full in 11 tact*. 

viaiii siti frainlc pi livit 
Su( t ( '^>1 .'1 l)i :i (lira iiriiiU. 

The papt'r I Indd in mv band ctnilaiiis Nninlcomar’s ac- 
ensat ion ol’ Al r. Hastings, it consists of a varitdy ol* cljargt*s j 
ami j will lirst rt'ud to you winit is said by N nmlcoinar of 
these forts, wbitdi it is prelemled eould be Indtl for Jione but 
suspicious and rebellious piir[M>s(‘s. 

“At the time Mr. Hastings \\as going 1o Heiiares, be dt*- 
sirod me to give him an account in writing t)f any lainls 
which, tbougb propt'vly Indonging to tin* Subab of llaliar, 
might liave come under tlio dominion of Ibilnant Sing, that 
they might he* recovered from his son K’.ijah ('heit Sing, 'fhe 
pergiiTinahs of ICera, 31 ungnn’a, and Ibdjignr were cxacllv in 
this .-'ll nation, having bet'n usnrjied by Unluant Sing from 
the Siibah of Baliar. ! aeeordingly th livcrcd to Mr. Hast- 
ings the accounts of them frtnu tin* tMitranee of the (\»m- 
])any upon the dewanuy to the year 1171) of the h'usst‘1 era, 
stated at twenty-four lacks. 31 r. I lastings said, ‘ ( i ive a coj>y 
of this to lioy Kadha (,Miuni, that if Cbeit Sing is backward 
in acknowledging this claim, Itailha Churn may answer and 
confute him.’ Why 3lr. .Hastings \Nheri he arrived at Be- 
nares, and had called I’ujah Chtnt Sing bi*fore him, left these 
eouiilries still in the ‘’ajalfs usurpations it remains Avitli 31r. 
IJasCngs to cvpliiin.” 

This is Nundcoiri:*! 's charge ; here follows Mr. Hastings’s 
reply; I recollect an information given me by Niiiidcojijar, 
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COiicerjiin^^ ilu* prclcinUd iisni*|>ni ions niiuln by Ibn Jinjab of 
BeiJiiros of lliii |)i‘r;i;mmah.s iA' Kora, Mun^rora, and liidji- 
giir.’* Your lordsliij).s will recollect lliat Hidjignr is one (»f 
those very forks which In' <leclar(‘s could not be lield but for 
suspicious and rebellious j)urposes. “ I do not recollect his 
ineidioning it again, when I sid out from ]>t‘nares, neither did 
1 ever iniimali' lln^ subject eitlnu* to I'lieit Sing or his mijiis- 
ters, because .1 knew 1 could not su[)port the claim : and to 
have made it and drop]n‘d it would have be(*n in (*v<tv scjiso 
dishonourabh*. j\ot tliat 1 passed b)^ it with ijiditlerencc; or 
inattention. .1 took pains to investigate the foundatioi\ of 
this title, and ri'commended it to the particular lin|uirv of Mr. 
Vansittart, who was the chief of raina, at U\e lime in whielv 
1 n‘eeived the lirst intimation. following letU'r and 

voueher, which I r('ceiv(‘(l from him. contain a (.*(»m[»h‘te state- 
ment of this pndt'iuleil usurpat itm.” 

'riu'se Yonelu'rs will answer onr jmrposi', fully to I’stahllslv 
that in his opinion t lie claim oi‘ 1 ht* Knglish government upon 
those Ibrls was at that i imi‘ totally nidbuiuhal, and so absurd 
that be did not e\en dart* to mention it. This fort of Ihdji- 
gu?*, the most <*onsiderahle in the. (‘onntrv, and of which we 
shall have inueb to say hereafter, is the place in which Cheit 
S ng bad deposi(t‘d bis w'omeii and lamdy. 'Fliat tbrtress 
d (1 Mr. Hastings bimsclf give to this very man, ih'ciding in 
Ins favour as a judge upon an examination, ami after an iii- 
<|uiry : and yet be now' declan*s that he b;nl no rigid; to it, 
and tliat he <*onld not hold it but for w icked and ri'bellious 
purposes. Hut, my Jords, w lieu he cliangeil this langnagi', lu^ 
bad resolved to laki^ away these forts,- -to destroy them, — to 
root the Uajali out of every plaeo of nd’iige — out of evi ry 
Hecnre place in wliicli be could bidi' bis bead, or screen him- 
self from the rancour, nweiige, a.arici’, and malice of bis ruth- 
less foe. ile was resolved to havc^ them, allliough he luul, 
upon the fullest convict ion of \hv Ivajah’s right, giv(‘n them 
to this very man, and put him into the ahs(>lnte possession of 
them. 

Again, my lords, did he. when (.'heit Sing, in 1775, was 
put in ]ioss(‘ssi()n l‘V the potiaof tlu' (lovermu’-tieneral ami 
council, which contains an enm.imaiion of the names of all 
the places which were given u|> to him, and ecnseipumtly of 
this among ilm rest^ - did he, either hefore l.\e init the ques* 
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ti<»n ill i.M)iiiicil iijKMi lliat jiolta, or aft crwards, tell the c*oun« 
fil lliev wcri^ goiii^ to put forts iulo tlu^ niaii’s hands, to 
whifh ill* had no ri«j;ht, and Avhi(*h could Ix^ held only for rc- 
hdlious and suspcctcal ])ur])oscs ? We* rider your loriishijis 
to the |‘laccs in which all these transactions arc mentioned, 
anil you will there find Mr. J]astin<;s took no one exception 
whatever against them ; nor, till lu? was resolved upon the 
destruetion of this unhappy in.in, did he evta* so much as 
mention them. It was not. till then that he discovers the 
]>ossession »)f 1hr>r h»rts l*y the Ihijah t(^ be a solrrism in 
yormmtrn/ . 

After ipiolini; the luthh* evample.s of Snjah Dowlah, and 
the other persons whom 1 ha\e mentiuni'd to yon, he pro- 
ceeds to sav that soini* ot* his predecessors, without any pre- 
tensions to sovereiLOi ant hority, endeavoured to ir(*t these forts 
into their possessi(»ii ; and “1 was justitied,” says hi*, “ ]>y 
the intmition of my priah'ci'ssors.'’ Mereilnl (lod! if any- 
thini,' can surpass what he has sahl beibro, it is this : iny jire- 
deeessors, w itliont any title of sovereiipdy, without any ri^ht 
W’hate\er, nished to L;et these tbrts into their power; I 
theri'fore have a rii^ht to do what they wisheil to ilo ; and I 
am justitled, not by the acts, but. by the itifvitlinHs of my 
predecessors. At the same lime he knows that lhe>e piade- 
eessors liad been V\ probati d by the t 'uinpany for ihi.^ part of 
their ])roeeedin;»s ; he knew tiiat he was sent there to intro- 
iluei* a better s\stem, and to put an end to this state of ra- 
pacity. Nti’i, whatever his predecessor.^ n'is/mf, however 
unjn.'i and \ lolent it nni;ht. be, when the so\ereii;nty (‘ame 
into ins hands, hi; maintain^ that he h.ad a rii^hl to do all 
which they were desirous of .ncompli.^hin'^. 'fhns the enor- 
mities formerly jiraetised, which the (\»mpany sent him to 
correct, beeaiiie a sacred standard for his imitation. 

Yoiir lordships will observe that he slips in tlii^ word 
sovnrlrpifif^ and i'or^^ets eomjKiet ; heeanse it Is plain, and 
your lordsliips mn.st pi ri ei\e it,llj «l wherever he uses the 
word sovereignly, lie uses it to destroy ibo authority of all 
eompaets; and aeeoidinj^ly in (be passage now before us ho 
declares that tlmre i- an iinalidity in all eoinfiaids entiTod 
iijt(^ ni Jndia, from the nature, stale, and eon.stitntion of that 
empire. “ F rom ti e diso-di. rly form of it s jj;overnrnent,” says 
hCj there is an eoaiidit^ in ail comparts and treaties what* 
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cv(‘l’/* l\‘ivoiis \n1io Iwul no 1rr:i1y with thn Ihijah \NislnMl, 
pays li(‘, to rol) him: llnrcrorc I, who have a tnaly with 
liim, and call inyHoif iiis sovc'rrii^n, ];rr. ‘‘ a ri^ht to rrali/n all 
their wishes. 

iiiit tlie fa<*t is, my lords, tliat his |)redei*ess()rs iu'vct did 
propose to di'prlve Bnlwant Sin<j;, tin; lather of C’lit'ii Sin^, 
of Ilia /emindary. They, iiide(*d, wished to havi* had llie 
(hwvaniiy transferred toiluan in tin* maiiiua* it has sinee been 
transferred to th(‘ (’ompany. Tliey wish'al to na-elNe Ids 
riads, and to hi‘ made an inttaanejliate party hetweeii him 
ami the MiJj^id (Mnprror, his sovereij^n. — 'fhesc* predecessors 
liad eiiien'd into no eompaet with tln‘ man; tln'y w<'n‘ in*- 
f^ot.iatinj' witli Ills soven*!*;!! for tin* transfer of tin* tiv'wanny 
or sl(‘wardsliip cd* the e«miilrN, whicli ti’anster was after- 
wanls aetiially evi'eiiled : Iml thr\ wen* ohlii^ed tt» the 
i*onn1ry itsi‘lf hui-K aujaln to Ihdwaid Sine;, with a i;mirant»‘t‘ 
aiifaiiist all tin* [»retensiohs (»f Snjah Dowlah, who had lyr.an- 
nieally assumed an arhilrarv [>ower o\i‘r it. O’his |)i>wi*r the 
jirc'deeessors of iM r. llastinj^s mij^ht also have wished to as- 
simn*: ainl he may tln'retdre say, aeeordin^ to tin* nuKh* of 
ri*asoidji;j; whieii In* has adopted, whatevt*r tln*v wished to 
do, hut. n(‘\er sueei'i’ded in doini^, 1 may ainl (midit. to di» id* 
my <»wfi will. Whatever liin* Snj:di Dteslah would have 
exacted I will exact. I will penetrate into that- ticci* s h(*som, 
amt dl i*o\er tin* latent si*i*ds of rap:n*ity an«l injusliet* which 
lurk there, and I will male* him the sul>jeel ol m\ imitation. 

d hese are the prim iplc.s upon which, willnml accuser, 
witinmt jinh;**, without impiiry, he resoKeil to lay a line td 
1T»()(),()()0 on t’ln*ii Sin-! 

In <*nh*r to hind himself t»» a strict fnliilment t)l this rt*so- 
Intion In^ has laid down anollu*r very ext raordinary doctrine. 
He has laid it down as a s<»rl <d* canon (in injnsliee and eor- 
rnjition), that. what<*\er demand, whi'thi'r just or unjust, a 
jnaii declares his intent i«iin»r makin;^ n|ion another, he slninhl 
exact tho pre<*is(* sum whi< li In* has dctermiMi*d upon, and 
that if he takt*s anylhiiiij h*ss, it is a jinjofof corruption. “ ] 
liave,” says In*, “sln)wn h\ this testimony, lhat I never in- 
tended to mak(* any <*i)mmii!iieation to Tln'it Siiyjj;, of taking 
less than tin* lifty hn ks, which r.i my own niiiul 1 had n*- 
Kolveil to e\a<*t.’* Anil In* adds, “ I shall make m\ last and 
Boleinn ap]M‘al to the breast of every man who shall reail thia. 
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wlic-itu r it lx lilu’ly, or inorall}' jiossiblo, lhat T should ImVO 
tu'»l down luy owu Ihtiuv rondiu't to so dt'cidod a ])r * -oss and 
sori('s nTacf s, if I had soondly intcndi'd l«> I li!‘('al«‘i), or to iiso 
a (lo^rcr of m’o1i'Uci\ lor no otlua* purposo, thati to draw iVoiu 
llu‘ ohjrct i)i’ it a iiionaMiarv atoiiona'nt tor my own ])rivato 
tMnolumcnt. and snlh-r all this timnilt to 1»‘nninai,(? in an os- 
lonsihlo and nnsnhslantial .sni»nnssion to tlio authority wltich 

1 iv]nvsontod.” ,, 

Ill* liad just Ltdoiv said, ^‘It I 4‘V(*r talki^d ot selling iho 
(^ompanv’s sovt‘rci«^nty to tin* Xahoh of ()iidr, it Avas only in 
terrorriii'' In tin* faro of this assortion, ho horo <;ivi‘s you 
to und(*rsiand hi‘ novor la id oat anylliinu: in ferrornn, hut 
"what ho iiilojidod torAOoiifi*. Ihil will show you that in 
fart hr had irsrisrd to himsrlf a pnw«‘r of arllni; /n*o re 
9in/d : and tliat. lie inlriulril t<i romponnd oi* not, just as an- 
swtMvd his piirj)osrs upon this ori'asion. “ I ailiiiil,” hi'savs, 
‘‘that I did not ontrr it” (tho intont ion of fining ChoilSin^^) 
“oil tlio ronsnltations, hrrauso it was not m'oi'ssary ; ovoii 
this plan it sol f of tho tino was n(«t a fixed plan, hut to ho 
ro^ulatrd i)y rliviiinstaiu'os, both as to tho suhstant ial oxocu- 
1 ion of it aihl tin; inodo,” Now h«*ri‘ is a. man who has ni\rn 
it in a sworn nan’ati\(‘ that ho did md intoinl to hav(‘ a far- 

thini; loss. Why ‘r “ Ih ransi? I should h‘a\4'. monarod and 

done as iti foi’iiirr timrs has h(‘on done ; made oi’oat. and vio- 
lent domamls which 1 rrdiuMal afterwards lor in\ own <‘orrupt 
])nrposrs.” Vet ho< tells y4m in tho »-onrst‘ of I he same ile- 
1'eiua*, hut in another pajM'r, that he had uo li\ed jdan, that 
ho d‘d not Know' wind her he should e.\art a lino at all, or 
whal- should ho his mode ol' e\iaMitiin( ll. 

iMy lords, what shall wo say to this man, who d(‘i-lari‘S 

that it would hi* a jiroof of e(,rrupliou not to oxiiet tho full 

Sinn which ho had threatone<l i(> exai’t, hut who timline that 
this durlrino would press hard upon him, and bo eonsidi*n*tl 
as a ])roof of rrnelty ami iiijustiro, turns round and doelaros 
licj had no intontion ot' exartiiii' anjthln^? What shall w’o 
say to a man wlio thus resorvixs Ids (lotenniiiation, who 
threatens to sell a 1 ihiitary prinro to a t M’aut., iind eaunot 
deride w hi'iher In* siiJ»nld lake Irom him his forts, and pilla^o 
hli.i <>l ail lie hail; ll{.•l.}Jer ho shonld raise* .-C5()0,()()0 upon 
iiim, ^^t••lh(‘r lii^ siioulil arrejit tho £221), 000 olloroil (which 
by tho vay we m mt knew' of till lony after the wdiolo traiisj- 
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action), Vvli(*Ui('r lie aliould do any or all of tli(*so tliinpjs, atiil 
tluMi by is own aoroiint. jjn»in<; up to without having:? 

n'solviMl rmylhiinj^ upon this important snbjoct ? 

iMy lonls, I nil! now assumo the hyj>othesis that he at last 
dis^0Y(.*red sulfieient of ri'beUioiis pra(*ti(*es ; still even 

this him no rij^ht to adduce such n'bcllioii in justi- 

liciition of restdnt ions whu-U he had laken, of acts which he 
had done, beh)r(^ he knew anythin*^ of its existence. To 
sncli a ])lea we answi'r, and your lordshij>s will everyone of 
yon answ'er, yon shall not by a sul)se(|ui‘nt diseovcTy of re- 
bel’hnis practici's, which you did not know at the time, and 
which yon did not even b(di(‘V'.\ a*^ you have exprc'ssly told 
ns hei’t*, justily yonr comluct prior to that »lisco\«‘ry. 

If lh(' consj)irai*y w Inidi Ik* falsidy imputes to (Mieit Sinnf, 
ifth.it wild schcinc of drivin ‘4 the thii^lish oni of India luu> 
(‘\lsted, ihink in wliat miserahle cireinnstanci^s we stand as 
prosi'ciitors and your lordships as jndLC<‘s, if \\r admit a dis- 
'overy to ]»e ph‘aded in jiisl iii(*ation of ante(*(‘dent acts, iound- 
ed upon the assnnied e\istenc(‘ of that w hicli he had no sort 
tif proof, knowU'd^e, or belief of! 

.My loi’ds, w(‘ shall now jU'oceed to another eirciiinstance, 
IK ( k‘ss ciilpal.de in itsidf, thonijh h'ss shockiin; to your iei.d- 
iiiLjs, than those to which I h:ne already called yoiir atten- 
tion; a circnmstane(* which t hrows a si roni; ]nvsumptiou of 
enilt iipon every part of tin' prisoner's conduct llavinu; 
formed all lliesi* infernal plots in liis mind, hut uni’iM'tain 
which of lliem he .should exi'cnte, nncerl.'iiii w h;d siim.s of 
money he should extort, wlietlu'r he should deliver n[) the 
]\ajah to his eiK'iny, or pillaiijt* his foris; he ;j;oe.s np to Be- 
nares; but he first delei;af(*s to him.self all the powers of 
j^ov(‘rnment, holh civil and military, in the countries which he 
was ^oiiii* (o visit. 

My lords, we liave assm’led in our chari!;e, tliat this deleija- 
tior.'and division (d' power was iilcjjjul. lie invested himself 
with this authority; for he was the majority in the couucil. 
M r. Wheler’s consent or dissent sit;nityin<^ nothinuf. He ^ave 
hirn.self I owers w hicli the act of parlianuMit did not c[ive him. 
He wreut up to Benares with :m illej^al commission, civil and 
military ; and to prove tins 1. shall be^ leave to read the pro- 
visions of thci act of parlianuMit. 1 shall show what tlio 
creature ought to be, by showing th(‘ jaw' .>f the creatur; 
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^vLat fli(j lo^islatiin' <>r CivMi Hritai?i inoaiit lliat G<n«^rnot 
Jlastiiit,^s slioulil be, not \\ l»at lie made liiinweir, 

[Mr. Hurke tlien road the seventh section ortho act.] 

Now we do deny that there is by tliis act given, or 
tliat under this act there can be given, to the government of 
India a power of dividing its unity into two parts, each of 
wlncih shall sc'paratcly be a unity, and possi‘ss tlie power 
given to tlie whole. Yet, my Jipxls, an agrec'inent was imuhi 
hetwecai him and ]\lr. AVheler that Ik^ (iMr. Hastings) shoidd 
have ev(*ry pow<‘r civil and military, in tin' upper provinces, 
and that JMr. \Vln‘h‘r should enjoy eipial authority in the 
lower ones. 

Now, to show you that it is iinpossibh* for such an agri'c- 
jnent to be legal, we must refta* you to tin* < onst itiition of the 
(\)m|)aTiy’s govennm'ut. I’hewhoh* power is \cstcd in tin* 
council, where all t[U(‘stions are to be di'ciiled by a. majority 
of voici's, and the nn‘mbt‘rs an* directed to n*cord in the 
minuti's of tln‘ir proc(‘cdings imt only tlu^ (pn^stions di‘cided, 
but the grounds upon which each individual member founds 
his vote. Now' although the council is compettmt to delegate 
its anthoj'ity for any sjirrijic purpose to any servaid; of the 
C'ompany, yet to admit that it can dclt‘gate its authority 
tjrnendlt/, without reserving the nu'ans ol* di'libcrat ion and 
control, would Ihj to change tin? wholiM-onsI itut ion. Hy such 
a |)i*oceeding the gov(*rmncnt may be dividi‘d iid-o a number 
(d* indejieiuiciit gov(‘rnnn*nts, without a common deliberative 
council and control. This delibcrativi* capacity, which is so 
strictly gnanled by tin? obligation of recording its consulta- 
tions, wouhl be totally annihilated if the council divid(*il itsi'lf 
into indejiemlcnt parts, (adi a<*ting according to its own dis- 
cretion. Tlnu’i! is no similar instance in law, there is no simi- 
lar instanct? in policy. 'J’he conduct of these* men implies a 
dir(*ct contradiction, and you wiU see, ny tin? agri*em(‘nt they 
made to suppoi’t <*ach other, that they w(*ro themaelvi'S con- 
scious of t he illegality of this pro<*cc-ding. 

After .Air. Hastings had eiinterreil absolute power upon 
himself during his sta\ in the np|)er provinec's, hy an order 
of council (ot wide! council he was himself a majority) In* 
cntcivd the fiillowini^ minute in the consultations: “ Tho 
Goverin>r-(b‘ncral l<div(‘rs in the folhiwing miniiti*. Tn my' 
uiiniiLe winch I laid before tl;e court ou the 21st of May, 1 



WAItWKN IMSTlMdS, KSQ. 


tlu> s:itisj*aciioii witli wliii^h I t'oiiM .‘it tliia jiinc- 
turo lilt* pivsldtiiirv, IVoiii the jrniliia.] (‘on/ideiieo vvliieh 
•viis hajipily estiililisluMl hetwiM'ii Mr. Wluder and me. .1 now 
readily repeat that sentiment, :md nhservi* wiHi jili'.Jsiire that 
Mr. Wheler ta.idirms it. iudnre my departnn*, it ia ]>roba- 
l)le th;d, we shall in conec'rt ha\(‘ ]iri>vided at the board for 
almost (*vi‘ry imjiorlant eirenmsl.anec! that can e\(*nt.iially h;ip- 
pen diirinii; my .‘diseiiee; but if any should oeenr for whieli 
no pn'vioiis proxision shall havi* bren madt* in tiu* rcsobilions 
(d' the lioard, Mr. \V lieler may a<*t wil h immediab* (h*eisioii 
ami with tin* fnlh'st eoiiddrnee of my siijiport in ail such 
eeier!^(‘in*l(*s, as uel! as in eondmdiuHr ordin.ary business 
of the pivsideney, and in i^em'ral in all mal.lc'rs of this ^ovt*rn- 
inent, <‘\i*ep<inn those* xxhicdi ma\ speeially or generally Inj 
entrusted to me. Mr. Wheler (birin*^ my absein*e may eem- 
sieler himself as possi'ssial of tin* foil jmwm’s fd‘ tin* (Governor' 
(leneral and eonneil of this i^overnment, as in etl'eet he is by 
tin* constitution; and lu^ may be assnreel that so far as my 
sam-tion and eonenrren(*e shall be or be dt'emed neei'ssary b) 
the eonlirmation (d'liis measures, he shall rt'Ci'ive them.” 

.\o\v here is a (*ompaet of iniquity betwec'U these two 
(Innmxirs. 'I’hey ('aeh e;ivti to the otln'i* the fnll, (‘omplete, 
and pei'l\‘et powers of tin* ^ov(‘rnment, and, in oi-der to seenro 
Iheiiiselves against, any obstaeh*s that mii;ht arise, they mntu- 
allv eji^aoe to ratify I'aeh otln*r’s aifls; and lln'y say, this is 
not illeL^al, beeanse Ijord Cornwallis has bad sueh a. deputa- 
tion. 1 must lirst In*^ leav<* to ob.serv<*, tli.at no man can jus- 
tify himself in doin^ any" illeij^al art by its liaviiu!; been done 
by aiiotln'r; mneb l(*ss ean be jnslify bis own ille;j;al aet; by 
jiloadi'ii^ an a(*t of tin* same kiml done* subsequently to his 
aet; beeansi? the latti‘r may bavt^ lu*en done in eons(*([n(*nco 
of his bad (*xamph*. ^len jnstify tln*ir acts in two ways, by' 
Jaw and by pn'ei*di*nt ; the ibrnn'r asserts tin* rii];bt, the latter 
;pr(‘snnn‘s it from tin* example of olln‘rs. Miit can any n^aii 
jnstily an aet, because tc'ii ora do/i*ii years after another man 
has done the same thine;? (Jood lleavi'iis! was then* over 
sueb a doetrine before ln*ard ? Suppose Lord (kiriuvallis ti> 
have done wronjj;; suppose him Li have aobal ille«: 5 ally ; does 
that clear the prisoner at your bar? No; on the contrary, it 
ai^i^ravaios bis olfonce, beeau.se bo has alforded others an (*x- 
ample of eorniiit and illegal t*omliict. But if even Lird 
VOL. v:ii. i> 
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Cornwallis laid prcccdod, instead of followinij; lilin, ilic e£* 
ample would not have lurnislied a jnstilioation. 'J’lurro is no 
rcseinblaiiee in tlic cases. Lord Cornwallis do(.s not hoJ<l Ida 
^wcrnineiit by the act of 1773, hut by a s[M*(‘ial act made 
afterwards; and therefore to atleinj)t 1o justify aeta doius 
under one form of appointmofit by acts done under another 
form is to ilie last degree wild and absurd. 

Lord Cornwallis was going to eondnet a war of great mag- 
nitude, and was conac'quently trust(‘d with exlraordinary |)ow- 
ers. He went in the two ebaraehu’s of goviTUor and eoin- 
niander-in-e!def, and yet llie legislature was sensible of IIhj 
doubtful validity of a govei‘nor-g<‘iieral’s earrying with him 
th(‘ w]»oJ(‘ pow(‘rs of the eoumdl. Ihit Mr. Hastings was not 
connnainliT-iii-ehief, wlum he assmned tlu‘ whole military as 
well as civil power. Lord Cornwallis, as I have just. sai»l, 
was not only coimuamh'r-in-ehief, but was gidng to a gn‘at 
war, wliere he might have oeeasion to Ircait w ith lhi‘ country 
])ow'ors in a civil eapa(‘ily ; and yet so donhllhl was ih(‘l(‘gis- 
latnre upon tin's point, that they ]>ass«‘d a spi^dal act to I'on- 
llrm that delegation, and to give him a power of acting nndtu* 

it. 

]\ry lords, we do furtlier contend, that j\lr. Hast ingshad no 
right to assmiKJ the eharaeter of eommander’-ireeliief ; lor ln^ 
Avas no inililary man, nor was he appointed by tin* Com|)any 
to that trust. His assumption of the military antlmrlty was 
a gross usurpation. It. was an autbority to wbieh lu* would 
haAe bad no riglit if the whole powei.s of government wi*ro 
vcr^tcd in liim, and be bad carried bis eouneil with bim on 
his liorse. If, 1 say, Hr. Hastings had bis eomieil on Ins 
<Tiip[)(M’, be eunld m*itber ]iav(^ given tliost* powers to bimsidf, 
nor mad(‘. a |)artiLioJi of them with Mr. Wbeler. Could Ijord 
Corinvallis, for instance, who earriei.l with him the powi'r oi 
eoiiimaruha’-iii-elnef, and authority to etmeliide trealit's with 
all 1h(j native pow'<M S, e^mld he, i ask, havt; l(‘ft a eouneil 
behind him in Caleiitta with ecpial powers, who might havo 
eonehided tieaties in direct eontradiet ion to llio.si* in Avhieh 
1)0 Avas (Migaged h Clearly hii could not: lheri‘fort? I eontiaid 
lhat this parHiioi. of power, which supp«»ses an integral an- 
H‘onty ill eaih (Oimeillor, is a monster that I'annot i‘xist. 
'i'his the parties Lheii!.selv(?s felt so strongly, that tiuy W(T0 
oblimal to havA recourse to a stralagc'in scarcely less absurd 
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than tlioil’ jlivijlt'J nssiini|>lio]i of powrr. ^Hioy ontorotl into 
II cninim.-t to nmlirm fiicli oI.Ihm-’« actM, mtuI to support cat’ll 
other in whalt’vcr they tliil j thim at lein])l inj^ to i^i\o their 
BCjiarato acts a. leiijal tbi’in. 

1 have rurtluM’ to reiuark to your lur(lshi[)s. wliat has just 
heeii suL![<;estftl to me, that it was tor the exjiress purpose of 
le^ali/auL^ Lord ( 'oriiwallis's <lelei;atiou that he was made 
commander-in-eliief as well as ^overnor-j^eneral hy the act. 

The m^xt ]de:i urj:ed by i\lr. Hastings is eoiivejiieney. 
“ It was coriv^:nirn(j^ lu5 says, “ Ibr me to do t his.’* .1 answer, 
no person aelinii; with delegated ])ower can deleu^ate that 
power to another. Dt-lcifafus non pnfrsf flc/n/arr, is a maxim 
of law; muoh less has he a riiiht to supersede the law and 
ilie prineiple ot' his own drhi^alion and ap|>oiut meiit, U|iom 
iiiiv idea of «-oiivt uienei‘. liul wir.it was the eouvenieiiey V 
'I'Iktc was no oiu^ professed object eonui‘et(‘d with Mr. 
Hastings’s ^n)ino up to Henari’S, which mii^ht not as well have 
been ailained in Calcutta. The only dillerenci’ would have 
]»eeu, that, in the latter case, he must have (‘nteiual some part 
of his pF’oc('('din^s upon the (*onsnltalions, wlK’ther he wished 
’t or not. If lui had a mind to jieii;oliat(‘ with tlu’ vi/.ier, he 
had a rt'sideiit at his <*ourt, and the' vi/ier had a n’sident in 
( ah'ulla. ^riu’ most s<demn treaties had t)lt<.‘u betm made 
without any eovt rnor-i:;en(‘ral carryinuj up a. didejjjaliim of 
ei\il and military power. If it had laam his object U» liveak 
treaties, he mii;ht. have brolum tbein at Caleutta, as be broki’ 
the treaty of Chunar. Is there anartiele in that tre.aty that 
lie mii;]it not as well have made at Calcutta i* Is then’ an 
article that he hiokt’ (for he hroki^ them all), that lie eonld 
not. have lir<»ken at Calcutta? JSo lliat whether pU'di^in^ or 
hreakine; the faith of the Company, hi’ mii^ht have done both 
or either without evi’r stirrinj; from the presidency. 

, I can conceive a necessity so iiri*'enl as to supersede all 
laws; hut I ha>e no eoneejdion <»1* ;i lu’cessity that can re- 
cpiire two ^overnors-^eneral, each Ibrmiiiii^ separati’ly a sn- 
^)rf'inr eouneil. Nay, to brim; the point homelohim, - if he 
liad a mind to make t licit Mini; to pa\ a line, as he called it, 
lie could have made him do that at Calcutta, as widl as at 
Jleiuircs. 1U‘ laid before contrived to maUt^ him pay all the 
extra demand'i that vvero imposed upon him ; and he well 
knew that he could send Colonel Camac, or somebody else, 
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<o Bcri.'iivs, uilli a laMl\ nl’ h’nnps In <li(' paynu’fit. 

AVliy IIk'Ii (ii«l lu‘ 1(0 to try I'XiuTinM nls llici't? in lii.s own 
j)L*rs()n r' For this plain reason Hint lie niii^ht be enabled 
to put siieli sums in bis own poeket as be tbon^lit lit. J t was 
not and conld not bc' for any otlnn* pni’pose ; and 1 defy the 
wit of man to (Ind out any otlim*. 

Jle says, iny lords, that (Mieit Sine^ nn’f^bt liave n'sisled, and 
that if lie bail not lieen there, 1 lie Jtajali miL;bt ba\e llrd with 
bis money, or raised a rebelll<»n for the purpose of avoidini^ 
paymi'iit. \V!iy then, we ask, did In' not send an army? 
Wi‘ ask, \\ bet.ber i\l r. Markham, w it b an aians under the nnn- 
mand of ( 'olonei INipbam, or Mr. f'ow ke, or an\ oilier resi- 
dent, was not iniieb more likely loe\a«*ta L^reat sum of money 
than Mr. Haslinics wilbonl an arm\ ? M\ lords, (be answer 
must be in the atlirinat i\e ; it is t benddri* e\ident that no 
neeessily eonld exist for bis jiresmiei', and that bis presemo 
and eondnel oeeasioiied bis beine; defeated in this matter. 

We lind this man armed with an illegal eommission, nn- 
<b*rtakin.i( an onti'i’prise xvbi<‘b be has sinee said was piM’ilons ; 
wliieb proved to bi? perilous, and in wbicb, as be has told ns 
himself, the (‘.xisleni'e of the llritisb (‘inpii*e in India was in- 
volved. The talisman (your bu-dsbips will remember bis use 
of the word), that ebarm wbieb kept all India in order, wbieb 
kept miobty and warlike nations under the i;-ov(‘rnment of a 
few' Kn^lisbmen, would, 1 verily believe, ban* been broken 
for ever, if be, or any other oovernor-oeiieral, i^ood or bad, 
bad been killed. Inlinite misebiets would have followed su(*b 
an event. The situation in wbieb be [>laeed bimself by bis 
own iniseomluet was j*rei;'nanl xxit.b dane;er*, and lie put 
bimsell' in the way of that dauber, wit bout ba\iuo ;iu\ armed 
foree worth meiit ioiiinu^ all boii;.di be lias aiknow ledi^ed that, 
i’beit Sin;^f bad then an immense foree. lii fai‘1, the demand 
of two thousand eavalry proves that be eonsidered t be Kajab’s 
army to lu* formidable; yet, notw itlislandinjjj (bis, with four 
companies of sepoys, poorly armed and ill-provisioned, lie 
u'(*nt to invade that line counti y, and to I’oree. from its sove- 
iiy/gn rt siiin oi nionev, the pay meiit of w bieb be bad reason 
to think xvonbl be resi^'^ial. lie Ibus rasbl\ ba/arded bis own 
being, and the binng of all Ids people. 

says be, “ J dir! not imagine the Hajali intmided lo j^o 
into rebtdiiun, and tlierefoiv vxeiit luittrinedd' W by ibeii w as 
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Ills |)n‘si‘»i('(? ii(‘(M‘^s;n‘y ? wliy did lie iird scud nn onlcr fivnri 
(^ilciitlji for lli(! |);iyiiiciit oi’ llic iimiicy ? iiiit what did ho 
do when lie ^ol tlnTc ? “ I was alarmed,” says he, “ for tlio 

Kajah snrroimdcd niy Imd'MTow willi iwo tlnaisand iiicii -- 
tliat indicaliMl a hosiile disposil inn.” Well, if he did so, what 
|)rt‘caulioM did iMi*. Ilaslin^s (ak(? for Ids own safety ? Why 
none, my l(M*ds, none; lu^ must Ihenddre have licen eifluM* a 
nia<lman, a f m)|, or a (lelermimai (h*elarer of falseluuxl. Either 
he thon<^dil there w as no damper, and llim’elore. no oeeiision for 
])rovidini:![ ai^ainst il, or he was th(‘ worst of ‘governors ; the 
most eiilpalily improvidmit of his personal safety, of the 
li\<'s of his ollieers and nuai, and of his eonntry’s honour. 

'rh(‘ demand of .Cr)0( ),()()() was a thiiiL^ likely to irritate the 
Kajali and to en‘al(^ resistaina*. In fact lie confesses this. 
JNlr. Mark ham and li(‘ had n ilis<*onrs(.‘ n|)oii that subject, and 
a.ujH'cd to arrest tin* Kajah. Ix'cansc* they ihouij^ht the enforcing 
tiiis demand mij^dit drise him to his forts, and excite a rebel- 
lion in th<‘ country. Il(‘ therelore kmwv tlu'iv was dani^er to 
be a[)preh(‘nded from t his a<*t of Niolenci' ; and yet, know ing 
this, Ik; sent one' nnanned resident to i^iM* the oi'ders, and 
four unarmed eomjianii's of sepoNS tosnj>|)«>rl him. Me ])ro- 
V(d\es the peoph' ; he ^jjoads tlumi with every kind oi‘ insidt, 
added to iwery kind of injury, and then rushes into llio vivry 
jaAs ol'daiiL^er, provokiiiLC ii formidable I’oe by the display of 
a puny, insi^oiilicant force. 

Jn expi'ctalion of dan<i;('r, he sei/.ed the pi rson of the Kajah, 
and hi; jiretcnds that the Kajah snlfered no dis;j;raee from his 
arrest. Ihit, mv k»rds. wi; have proveil what was stated by 
the Kajah, and was well known to Mr. Hastings, that to im- 
prison a. pi r>on oreliwated slat ion, in that eonniry.is to anh- 
jeet hmi to (he h.ii^hest dishnnoiir and disgrace; and would 
niaki; the person so imprisoned utterly unlit to I'xeeute the 
fnnetions of ^oMM-imumt ever after. 

I have now to stale to yonr lordships a transaeiion whieli 
is woi-se than his wantonly playinij; with the safety of the 
(’ompaiiN, worse than his exaeliiii; sums of money by fraud 
and violenee. My lonis. the history of this transaction inr.st 
he prefaced by descrihinu; to yonr lordships the duty anil 
j>rivileu;es attacluxl to the otliiv m* A naih is an olfieiT 

widl know n in India, as the adininisiraior of the alVairsof any 
government, whenever the authority of the regular holder 
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Buspoiult'd. J>ii( llu* nnil) :n*is oniy as a (U ptity, 

yet, ^vllOJJ tlie powt'r of the principal is tolally siipi*rscd(*(l, as 
by iinprisotiniefd; or otherwise, and tliat of the nail) is substi- 
tuted, hi* heeonii's tlie aetual sovi*rei;j;n, and the prineijial is 
red need io a. mere |)ensioner. .1 am now to show your lord- 
shij)s whom Mr. Hast ini^s appointed as nail) to the ^overnmi'iifc 
of the country, after he had imprisoned the li;ijah. 

('heit Niiuj; had j^iven him to understand throni;]! ]\Ir. 
INlarUham, tliat lie was aware of the desii^ii of suspi>ndin,ij 
liim, and of placin;^; his government in the hands of a nail) 
whom ]>e greatly dreaded. This person was called Oossaun 
SinjL![; lie was a ivmote relation of the tamily, and an ohji'irt 
of their jit'cnliar suspicion and terror. 'The momi'iit Chcit 
JSin;L( ^^as aiTcstod, he found that Ids prophet iit sold spoke 
truly; for Mr. Ilastinij^s actually a|)[)ointcd this very man to 
he his master. And who was this man? We are told hy 
Air. Alarlvliam, in iiis midence lujre, tliat he was a man who 
had dishonoured his family ; he was the disj^riici* oi‘ his house; 
that he was a. pia’sou who could not he trusted; and iMi*. 
J fastings, in frivin^ 31 r. Markham full power aflerwai'ds to 
a|)point naihs, e.xpressly excepted this Oossaun Sini;* from all 
trust whatever, as a person totally unworthy of it. Vet this 
Oossaun Sinjj;, the disgrace, and calamity of his family, an 
incestuous adulterer, and a supposeil issue of a /guilty <'on- 
noction, was dia-lared nail). A^‘S, my lords, this dcL^raded, 
this wi(?ked, and tlai^itious characti'r, tla* Ihijah’s avowed 
enemv, was. in order to luajj^hten the liajah’s disL;ra<-e, to em- 
bitter his I'uin, to make dcsl ruction itself di.s|h»nnm-ahle as well 
as destructive, appoiided this naih. 'flius when 3lr. Hast- 
ings had im])i*isoned the ihajahinthe tace of his suhjects, and 
in the face of all I ndia, w Itliout fixing any term for the dura- 
tion of his imprisonment, hi* delivered up the country to a 
man whom ho kii(?w to ho utterly imdesi;rving ; a man 
whom he k(*pt in view for the purpose of fright iming the 
Itajah, and whom he was obliged to d(‘[)ose on account of his 
misconduct, almost as soon as he had named him, and to 
exclude spi'cially from all kind of trust. We have h(*ard of 
much tyraunv, ava-'ice, and insult in tin* world, hut such an 
in tam*e ol* 1 \ i-aimv , a\ arice, and insult comhined has never 
before heon exhibited. 

Wo now come tullio scimeof ibis flagitious (rauti- 
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action. AVIhmi Air. II:istinu;s imprisoiKMl Uk; Kaj:ili, IkmUcI 
not rciiow liis dcinaiid lor iii(3 .CoOlMXH) ; but lie* cxliibilrd ji 
ro^iiljir cliiir^e of various ])rL‘U‘iulod (l(*lin(]uon(*ios against him, 
di^('st(‘d into lioads, and lio called o!i liirn, in a dilatory, ir- 
r(\i;iilar ^^ay of ])rocccdinu^, for an answen*. The man, under 
<*v(Ty diiliciilly ajui cvimt disin'ss, ^avo an answer to every 
particular ortho cliar^e, as exact and pnnet ilious as could havts 
j)een made to artic*l(\s of imp(*.aehmi‘nl; in this IJon.'^t'. 

1 must luM*i‘ request your lordships to consider the order of 
ilu'se proceedini^s. Air. Ilastiiiij^s, haviuL^ determined ii[>ou 
the utt(M* ruin and destiaiction of this unfortunate prince, en- 
d(‘avour(Ml hy the arrest of his ])<‘rson, by a eonlempt\ions 
disr(‘i»ar’d to his sid)missiv(.‘ applieat ions, by the appoint m(‘nt 
of a de|)nty an ho was ]){M*sonally odious to him, and by tlic 
t«‘rror of st ill ^o'rat(‘r insults, — l)(M*ndeavoured, 1 say, to f^oad 
him on to th(‘ eommission of sonui aets of n^sislanct', sutneient 
to ^iv(‘ a colour nf jn}'ti<M‘ to that host dreadful (‘xtrinnity to 
which lu' had resolved to carry liis malignant rapacity, b’ail- 
iiii( in this Nvicked projeci, ajid studiously aveddin;^ tlie dt*- 
claralion of any terms upon which (he Jbijali jui^ht redeem 
himself from tln'st* viciltmt proetrdin;,^s, h(‘ next declared his 
iiiiention of sei/.in<jf his forts, tin* <h‘p()silory of his victim’s 
bom Mir, and of tlu^ means of bis subsistimei*. ]le reipiircd 
bim to deliver up bis accounts and aeeonntants, together witli 
al' persons xvlio Nvere ae(piainted with the jiartieulars of hia 
(‘deets and treasures, tor the purpose of transferring tlioso 
ctiects to such ])crsons as he (Air. Hastings) chose to nomi- 
ijai<\ 

It was jit this crlsl.uif aggravated insult and brutality that 
till' iiidiipiatioii whicli thc.si! |)ro»*ccdings liad occasioiicd.^ in 
the breasts of the Ita jab's subjects hurst out into an open 
tlaim*. Tlie Rajah had retired to the last refuge of the. af- 
llieted, to offer up prayers to his Hod and onr (Hod, when u 
vile ehubdar or tijistalf eanu3 to inien npt and insult him. 
‘Ills alarmed and loyal subjects felt fbr a btdoved sovereign 
that d('ej) interest which we should all feel if our sovereign 
were so tn'atcd. AVhat man xvith a spark of loyally in his 
breast,— what man regardful of the honour of his country, 
W'ht ‘11 he saw his suvcreigii im|* -isoned, and so notorious a 
W'retch appointed his th'puty, could he a patient witness of 
^uc|i \vri>ngs ; The subjects of this iinforluuate prince did 
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\^hat we should done; wluit all who love llicii’ c»)iiulry, 

who love their liberly, who love* their laws, who love th(‘ir 
property, who love tlu'ir sovereiujn, would have doiu^ on sueli 
iiti occasion, '^rhey looked upon liim as their sovereign, al- 
though degraded. Tiny were uuaetjuainted with any au- 
thority superior to his, and the phantoiu ot* t^i’anny whieh 
pertorined these oppressive acts was iiu:i('eoin])anie<l hy that 
f(»rce whieli justifies suhtnission, ly aflia'iliug tlu? jilea of* iu‘- 
cessity. Am unseen tvrani and J*our inisc'rahh* eonijianies of 
se[)oys cxi'cuted all tlu^ horrible things that we have iiaai- 
tioned. The spirit of the Kajah’s subjeefs was rouscal by 
their wrongs, ainl encouraged hy th(‘ contemptible W('akn(‘ss 
of their o[)prcssors. The whole count ry rose up in rebellion, 
and surely in justijiabh^ rebellion. hAcry wrilm-on tlu^ law 
of nations, — i^very man that has wrillim, thought-, or telt 
upon tiui allairs of govmMiinent, must writ»‘, know', think, and 
feel, that a peojih; so cruelly S(‘(;urg(‘d and o])[)ressed, both 
ill tlie |)ersoii of their chief and in their own persons, wa‘ re 
iiistiiied in their resistance. Tiny wen* rousi'd to vengeance, 
and a short l)ut most bloody war followed. 

We ehiii’ge the prisoma' at yonr bar with all tli(’ eonsa*- 
qnene(\s of this war. W(‘ eliargi* him w ith th(‘ miinler of oiir 
s«*[)oys, whom he sent unarmed to such a daiigerons laitm’- 
pris(*. We ehargo him with the hhunl of e\erv man that 
w'as sIhmI in that place; and w»‘ eall him, as w«‘ havi* ealled 
liiin, a- tyrant, an o[)prcssor, and a murderer. \Vi‘ rail hini 
niurdi.Ter in the largest and fullest sense of the word; 1 m‘- 
caus(* he was tlm eans«‘ of tin; murder of om* Miiglish (dlicers 
and sepoys, wlioin In* ke[)t unarmed and nnaeipiainted with 
the dang(?r to whieh they wonld he exjinsed hy Ihi* vi»)lenec 
of his ti’ansactions. He sacritieiMl to his own nefarioiis views 
every <iue cd* tliose lives, as well as the lives of the innocemt 
natives of Benares, whom he designedly drove to resistam-e 
by the weakness of tin? foree o[)posed to t hem, after ineiting 
tliem, by tvranny and insult, to that display of atfeetiou to- 
wards tlieir sovereign whieli is the diHy of all good suhjta-ls. 

JMy lords, these are I he ini»piitles w hich we have charged 
upon the prisoner at yonr har ; and I will next <'all yonr 
lordsliips’ atteiiiiou to tin? manner in which thest; iiii»piities 
hav'o been pretcndcci to la? jiistilieil. VOu will perceive a 
gltrat diPen ace in the manner in which tliis prisoner tried*.^ 
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ami .')f' u iiii'l) hr sn iiim'h (‘oinpliiliis, nml tlir ni:niiirr in wliit h. 
In* Jfalt with llu* imlurlinialr ohjrrt of his opprrssicai. 'Hm* 
lalln* thus openly a[)p(‘als io his aetMiscr ; “ \'uii are,” says 
he, “ upon the spot. It is hn])py Tor me that you are so. 
You eaii n< w iiupiiro into my eoiiduet.” Did Mr. Hasliiirs 
so iiupiiri*? my lords, we havti not :i word of any in- 

(piiry; la? (‘Ven idimd Iresh mal l(‘r ot* chariot* in < he answ'er 
of (he Kajah ; alMion^h if (h(‘re is any fault in (his answer, 
it/ is its extremely hnmhh* and snl)ini.ssi\ e (one. If (here was 
anythiiiju; fanlty in his manner, it was hisextrcMoe humility 
and snhmission. It is plain he wonld ha\(‘ almost submitted 
to anything, lie offered, in faet. to naleian hiin- 

s(‘lf IVom ijji'eater snlfi'rinjjj. Surely no man ^oin^i; int(» rebel- 
lion would oiler of tlu^ treasni*e whieh wonhl he so 

(‘ssential to his sneeess ; nor would any e^ovcMMimenl that was 
n'ally aj)j»r(‘hensiv(‘ of r(‘]>(*llioii eail upon tin? snspeeled pen- 
son to arm and diseipliin* two thousand horse*. ]\Iy lords, it 
is e'videmt no sn<*li appreln'iisions we*re* e'ldeTtaiiMMl ; nor was 
any such e*harj;e* maele* until pnnishme'ut had eomnuMU-e'd. A 
vai;in' ace-nsation was tln*n bre)U<^ht forward, which was an- 
swered by a elejar and a natural elefeiiee, deny ini; some parts 
e>f the* ehai'ue*, evading and aj)oloi;;iy,in^ for otln‘rs, and d(‘- 
sirioi; the* u hoh* to he* iinpiire'd into, d'o this reipn‘st the* 
amwi't e)f the ( lovernor-( lein'ral was, 'That won’t d(», you 
sir'll liiue no iinpiirie.s. ,\nd wh\ ? IJe'eanse I have arbi- 
trary powen*, you lias e* no rii^hts, ami I e-an and will jmni.'.li 
yem without ienpiirv. I aelniit that if his will is the* law, he 
may take* flu* eliai'i;e‘ be*tbre? punislmuMit, or tin* ])unisbment 
be’foro the* e'hariije*, or he* may punish without malvin;j; any 
eharj^e*. If his will is the law, all 1 have* been sauni; annmnls 
to nothing. I>nt I have einh-a>onred to h‘t your hardships 
sen*, that in no eeeuntry upon the* earth is the* will of a de>| eit 
laW'. It may ])rodne*e wie*ke*el, Jla,i;il ions, l>ran!iieal ai ts, but 
in no eonntry is it hnv. 

'file elnty of a sovere’iujn in e*ase's of n be'Hlon, as laiel down 
in the lh*elaia, a«;ree*s with the ee*neMal prae'lie'e* in Inelia. It 
was usual, exerpt in erases ed‘ mitorious injustiee and e)pj)res- 
sieai, whene*ve*r a rebelliem e»r a su'^jiieion of a re*belliem e'x- 
iste’d, to admonish the rebi‘l]ious j>arty anel persmule him to 
return to his duty, ("anses of <?oniplaint were? re'inoveel and 
misuuderstaiulin^js explained, and, to save the e*lfnsion of 
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blootl, scveiv iiicjKsmvs vvnv iiol lulc^piccl iiiilil Ilu?y wero 
roiulLTctl iiulis])<'iis;il)U'. This uisr and ])r()vid(‘nt law is or 
oui^ht to he I lie law ii\ all countries ; it was, in tael, the Jaw 
in that country, but Mr. ilastinjjjs <lid not attend to it. llis 
imibriiinate victim was goaded to n‘volt and driven from Jiis 
subjects, altlioiii^h lie cntleavoured by messai^^e after inc‘ssa^e 
to reconcil(‘ this cruel tyrant to him. lie is told in reply, 
You Iiavi‘ shell the blood of J'ln^lislniuMi, and I will never l)0 
reconcih'd to you. Your lordshijis will observe, that th(? rt'a- 
son he»;ives for siudi aii inrernal dctmanination (for it cannot 
be justly cpialiticd by anv other w<n*d) is of a nalni’i' to make 
t\rannyllie vm-y ibiindation of onr ^^ovmamumt. 1 do Jiot 
say Ih'jv upon what (X'casion p»‘opL‘ may or may not n'sist : 
but surely, if ever there was an occasion on which ])(‘ople, 
from lovi* to their sovt'ri'i^n and rej^ard to their country, 
inii^bt talo* uj) aians, it was this. They saw a tyrant violent 
in bis demand's, and weak in his jiowi'r. 'fluw saw their 
priiKM! imprisoned and insulted, after ln.‘ had made e\ ery oiler 
ot‘ submission, and had laid his tiii’ban thna* tiini'S in the lap 
of his oppri'ssor. ddii'y saw him, instead of aNailiiiL;’ himself 
of the means lu* possi'ssed of cuttiii}; olV his ad\i'rsarv (for 
the life of ^Mr. Uaslinos was entirely in his power), btdakinj^ 
liimself to tli^bt. Tluw then throni;(‘d round him, took up 
arms in his dcteiua', and shed tiu? blood of some of his insnlt- 
(*i‘s. Is this n'sistanct‘, so cAciled, so jirovoked, a plea for 
ii’rt'concilable veiii;eanc(^ ? 

I must. b(‘i^ pardon for having omittiat to lay before yonr 
loi'dships, in its ])i‘ojH*r placi*, a most extraordinary paper 
whii-h will show you in what inaniier judiirial im|iiirics ai'O 
conducted, upon what grounds c]iaru;es are made, hy wliat 
sort of evidema? tliey are. sujiporlctl, and, in short, to what 
perils the lives and fortunes of men are snbj(‘ctcd in that 
country, 'rids pajier is in the printed minutes, ])aj;(^ lOOS. 
It was fjjiven in aji^n'oably to reti’o^^rade order wdiiib they 
have establisluMl in their judicial proeeediui^s. Jt w^as pro- 
duced to prove the truth of a cliar^e of rebellion, wbierh w'aa 
made some muiitlis before the paper in evidence was known 
to tb(i accuser. 

“To tlui Jlonourablo AVarron Ifastin^s. Sir, — About llio 
Tuontli of Novmnbin* last, 1 communicatcMl to Mr. Markluim 
live suhstaine of a eonvi*rsutioi» said to have passed between 
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Rnjsili CliL'it Siiiu; and Saadnl All\, and wli'udi \vafe r(‘pi>rt<al 
to mo bv II porson in whom I had soint* roniidoiuv. '1 In* 
mod<; ot‘ oomiimnicaiin^j; this intolliijjciKa* to you I loft on- 
tindv to Mi*. Markliafi. In lliis t*onv(‘rsation, wliii-li Avas 
]>rivato. <h»‘ Kajah and Saatlnfc vMly wa'n; saicl («» liavo ialloal 
of Hvdor A lly’s victory over < 'oloiu'l Ihiillic’s ({('laoIniKMit ; 
to have a;^rocd that thoy onii;ht to soi/o this (»j)|)ort unity of 
ronsnllin^ thoir own inton'st, and to liavo dohuMiiinod to 
watch till' success (d‘ ilyder's arms. Sonn' days afl('r tliis 
conversation was said to have happtMiod, I was informed ]>y 
th(‘ same ])ersoM, 1 liat lh<‘ K‘ajah had rcceiv(‘d a mt‘ssai'(‘ from 
on(‘ o<‘ the hei^Mims at K\/ahad (I think it was from Snjah nl 
Dowlah’s wi(h»w'), ad\isi!»‘^ him not 1c) comply witii the de- 
mands (.f Government , and eneonraGini; Id in to ex peel support 
ill <*as(* of his resi>l in‘.^ This also, I laditwe. 1 «‘(>mmunieated 
loMr. Mai’KhamJnit, md lM‘inG perfeetly ei*rtain, I nowthinU 
it mv dniv lo reimw(‘ the p^^^>sll>illly of your riMnainluG loiae- 
ijininted with a (*ir(Mimslanee whi(‘h may not he nnemineelial 
with the piN'seiif ('ondmd of I ht* Kajah.” 

llcre tlieii is evideiu'i* ol’ evidema' ^iveii to Mr. Markham 
hy Mr. Ihdionr, from Lnekmiw, in tiie month of Novmnher, 
17M, loMG after tlu' tr;insaetioii at l>enar(‘s. Ihit what was 
this (‘videnei' ? 1. <*ommnnieale, h(‘ sa\s, the snhjeet of ‘‘ a. 

eoiiN ei’sation said to havi' passed.’* Ohsm’vi^, s<iiff, not a 
eon\ ersition that hail jiasseil to his knowledGe or ri'i'ollee- 
tion, but what his informant saiil bad passed. He adds, 
tills eoinersalion was reported to iiim bv a person wbom be 
won’t name. !nit in whom, he savs, he had some eontidence. 
'I’his anoiiN innns pers»»h. in whom he had put s«mie eonfi- 
ileiiee, was md, himself pia siml at 1 he e«m\ ersal ion. Meoiil\ 
reports to 1dm, llial it, was .ve/'f/ liy somi*hody else iliat. sueh 
a eonversalion had taken place. This conversation, wddeh 
sound)' )dy told (\donel Halfonr he had hi‘ard was said hy 
soimdiody to havi* taken plae(‘, if true, related to matters of 
;j[reat iinportanei* ; still the mode of its commiinieatioii was 
hd‘t to Mr. Markham, and that i;enileman did not briiiG it for- 
ward till some inont hs after, (.’oloiiel Ihdfoiir proi*eeds to 
say; “ Some days after tins eonvei>ation was said to have 
happened” fyonr lordships will < hserve, il is al wavs, ‘ was 
Hsild to havi‘ iiappened' ) , “ I was informed by the same jiersoii 
that tlm Kaj.ih had iveeived a message from one of the be* 
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:ii rvz!il)Jiil (I lliiiik *1 v. :is iVoni SiiJmIi iiI l^oslaliV^ 
willow), ailvisini; iiiin not. to (‘oinply with tlio ilianjiiids 
govern I iioiit, ami enconraging Jiini to oApoei support in easi; 
of liis resisting.” He next adds, “tliis also 1 ludicve ” 
(observe, bo sa^s be is not (piite sun? of it) “ I eoimnimi- 
rated to Mr. Markbain, but, not bi'ing perfeetly eertain” (of 
a matter tbe immediate knowledge of wliieb, if true, was of 
tbe bigbest importanei' to bis eonntry), “ I now tbink it my 
duty to remove tbe possibility of \onr remaining unaeipiamt- 
t*d witb a (dreiimsfanee wbieb may not lie imeonneeled witli 
tbe pri'sent eonduel of tin* Kajab.” 

Jlei'O is a man that eomes witb iidbniialion long al’ter tbe 
fact deposed to, and after having lidt to anotber tbe eommii- 
nieation of bis intelligenei* to tin; proper aiitbority, that other 
iiegleets tile imitter. ^’o bdter of Mr. l^larkbam’s appears, 
eommunieating any sueb conversation to Mr. Hastings: and 
indeiMl why be did not do so must aj)[)ear very obvious to 
your lordships, for a more contemjit ible, ridiculous, and ab- 
surd story never was invent(‘d. Does Mr. Ikdfonr come 
forward and tell him who bis informant was ? Xo. J)oort 
be say, b(‘ was an informant wbom I dan? not nami*, upon 
account of In’s gn‘at conse(pienc(‘ and tin* greal confidence 
I bad in him? JVo. He only sass, slightly, “ 1 have some 
confnleiice in him.” It. is upon t bis i\ ideiice of a leporter 
of \N bat allot her is .sv/o/ to ba\e .svo*«/, t bat Mr. Hastings and 
bis ciMincil rely Ibr jjrotd’, and bavetbonglit proper to cbargii 
tbe Kajab w itb having conceived rebeMioiis desinns, soon after 
tbe time when Mr. Hastings bad deidared bis belief that no 
such designs bad been formed. 

Mr. Ha.-^tings lias done witb bis cbari’e of rebellion wliafc 
be did witb bis declaration <»farbitrar\ power-, after lu* bad 
\omited it up in one place, be returns to it in anotber. Ho 
bei'e deelares (after Ik* bad recorded bis belief that no ri*bel- 
Jion was ever intended) that Mr. Markham was in possession 
of infoi’inat ion wbieb be migbt b:ive believed, if it b.ad been 
commiiiiii'aled to him. (Jood Heavens! When you review 
all these i-ircnij'/'i aiiees, and consider tin* princij)les upon 
wbieb this mai, was tried and ]>nnisbi*d, what must you 
think of tbe miseralde situation of persons of tbe bigbest 
rank in that lountry, under tbe government of men wbo 
lire dispo.sed to disgrace and ruin them in tjiia iniipnto le 
|!i»inner ! 
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l\lr. l>;iUoiir Is ill MiiiMpr, I Iiclicxc. 1 l<»\v ooiiu's it tliat 
ht‘ is luit. pmdiKvwl tn U‘ll yom* i<»rilsiii[)s who was his 

intormcr, aful what lio knows ot' ilio ti’ansaHion r Tht'y liavi; 
not ]>roilii(’(‘(i him, but havo timuglii lit to n*ly upon Ihis 
niis(‘rahl(‘, bt‘fj;i^ai*Iy si'iiiblanci; ol* t.*\ ijlmico, tlu^ \(‘ry prodiic- 
tioti ol’ which was a when br«Mii;hl. Ibrward fVn* llio' 

j)iirpos(‘ (»r ,ni\iii.i*' I'olom* lo ads of injiislirr ami oppression, 
ir you ask, who is lliis Mr. liallniirr lie is a person who 
was a mililarv eelleelur «>!* iNwenne in the prnsima* ol’ Kohii 
Cniid; aenunlr\ now mined and desnialiil, but nnee ih(‘ 
garden nl’ I he world. Itw.is I'rom lli<‘ dej»l h n|’ I hal lnn rible 
d«‘\asj d iii!^ s\ slein i hal he .‘;a\ e I his nd in dm is, emil nnpl ible 
e\ ideiiee, whirl) li' ii rail bi‘ (‘ipialird, I shall admit that 
then' is md. out' word we ha\e said lhal \oii onL;ht to 
alti'iid to. 

Voiir lord.diips are now (‘iiabl al lo sum iij) the aiiionnt 
and esliniale the lasidl ofail this iniipiilN. d'hi‘ K\ajah him- 
sell' is j>imished, he is mined and undone, but the CbtHttUHl 
is not raiin'd. lie has lied his i-oiintry, Imt he carried liis 
t rensui'es w it h him. Jlis torts are taken possession of, but 
1hert‘w js ’lothin^ I’onnd In them. Jt, is the report of tin' 
conn* r',. and is so stall'd ])V Mr. 1 1 ast in^s, that he carried 
awa\ wilh him, in ^old and siUer, to the Nalne ot almut 
.C Iti'tt M »0 ; and thus that sum was totally lost. cNcn as an 
ohje t "I plnmler, to the t’ompans. 'The author oi’ the mis- 
chn r lo.'l his laNonrite object b\ his crin'llyand \iolenc(‘. 
J f M r. 1 1 ast in n.s had lisleneil to (’licit Sin^ at lirsi ; if he liad 
answered hi.'t letters, and dealt ci\ill\ with him; i!' In' had 
endeavonri'd al’lerwards to ct.mpromise matters; if he had 
fi^h! him what his demands w» re; it, e\en alter the reiu l- 
Jion had broken out, he had demande.l and exacted a line ; 
the Company wmild ha\e e.-jimtl .C*JI20,(UH) at least, and per- 
haps a much Jar;;er sum, wilhmit. dilllcnlty. ^I’hey would 
not then have had .C ttUMHX) carried out of the country by 
a' tributary chief, to become, as we know that, sum has be- 
come, till' |)binder of tln^ Mahraltas and onr other enemit's. 
1 state lo ,on the aeeonnt of the prolit and loss of t\rann\ ; 
take' it as an account, of pmlit and h».ss: forget the morality, 
t’orf^rt the law, forij;et tne ]H)liey ; t 'ki' it, I say, as a matti'i* of 

I iruiit and loss. Mi 1 1 astin;;s lost the subsidy ; Mr. llastinj^H 
oel the X*‘J!,'0/K»0 wbieb was vdVered him, and move that 
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lu? liav(i ^oi. ]\Ir. lost it nil, and tlio Com- 

pany lost tlio ..C 100,000 wlnrh Ik* iiK'nnt lo (‘xacl. It was 
carrii'd jVoiii the Brilisli (loniinions, lu cjiricli its onoJiiios for 
over. 

'riiis man, my lt)nls, lias not only acted thus vimlictivi'ly 
liimself, bnt Ik* lias avo\v(‘(l llie jiriiiciple of reveiiu;!? as a 
;L^(‘neral rule of policy eonnecled witli tlic si‘cm‘ity of tin* 
British ji^oveniment in India. Jle lias dart'd to deeiart*, that 
if a iialivu once draws his sword ho is not to ho pardoned; 
that voii iic\er are to forgive any man who has killed au 
Hn^disli S(ddicr. Voii arc to lu> implacahlc and I'csciilfiil ; 
and there is no mavini of tyrants which, upon ai'coiint of 
the siipposnl weakin-ss o!‘ \oiir ‘:o\ oniniriil, \on are not. to 
jnirsiK'. Was tills llw* eoinhiet of liii' Moi^nl eoiKjiU'iors of 
India ? and must 1 his aeee.v,N7//-//.y Iu'IIk* polies ol‘ liu'ir ('hris- 
lian suee(‘sst)i‘s f 1 ])led^i‘ myself, if calk'd upon, to [irovo 
tlni contrary. 1 ph'di^o myself to jiroduee, in the* history 
if tin' i\Ioi;ul einpir'(*, a s(‘ri(‘s of pardons and amnesties for 
I'chellioiis, from its earliest I'stahiislunents, and in its most 
distant proviiiei'S. 

I iK'cd not state to your lor<l.ships what \ on know to 1)0 
the ti'iio prineijik's of Hrilish p<»liey in mailers (d' ( liis iiat ore. 
WIk'ji t}i(*re lias la't'ii juMvoeat ion, yon oiii,dit. to he nady to 
listen to terms of re<-oii<*iliat ion, rvoii after wai' has Ix'i'n 
made. 'I’his \ on on;;ht to do, to show that ^on art* plaeahh*; 
sm-h judiev as lliiswtnihl ilonhlh'ss In* of lln' Greatest hoiH'lit 
4*111(1 advanta^K* to yon. Ijook to tin* ease of Snjah Dowlah ; 
you had, in the cause of a war with him, driven him from 
his count ry ; \on had not. lel*t him in jiosst'ssion of a foot of 
earth in tlie world, 'i’ho i\Kji;nl was his sovrrt'l^n, and, hy 
his ;nithorit\, it was in your powei* to dispost* of llu* \i/.i('r- 
ate and <jf ("»ory ollieo of statt^ which kSnjah Dowlah held 
niidt'j* tier cnipeitn- ; for lie haled him iinntaily, and was de- 
siroii.s of disj'.o.^se.^ini; him of (*\ ervl iiini**. What did you 
do? 'rjioii;^h he had shed imieli J!]nL(li.sh blood, you n.*- 
e.*<tablislKMl hiin in all Ids power; you ^^•lve him mon*th;i.n bo 
bt'fon* po.'^sessed, and you bad no reason to rep<*nt ytnir ji^eii- 
erosily. ^'oiir , .au;naniinily and jnsl.i«-(; provi'd to l )0 tho 
le'st ]K>liey, and was tho subjt'trl. of admirat ion fniin one ond 
of India to tho ;lhcr. Ibit Mr. ilastinjjjs had otluT maxima 
ttnd other ])rineij)leR. You arc weak^ ho says, and tlierelbx’i* 
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oil ought iicvor to Inrgive. liuh'od, Mr. lljisiiiigs tU’Ver 
ih>os forgive*., ^riio Jhijuli was weak, and ho por.so(Mii(,‘(l hiui ; 
']\lr. i last lugs was wi'ak, and ho lost iiis Ho went uj) 

tiui oonnlry with tho rapaoity, hut not with the talons and 
hoak, of a vulturo. He wont to look ior plundor, hut Ik? 
was hiinsc-lf pluiiderod, the oouiilry was ravaged, and the 
prey e^soapc'd. 

After the (‘soape of (‘hoit Sing, llu'ro still I'xistod in one 
ooriu*!* of the? eoimtry souk* further food for Mr. Hastings’s 
rapacity. There was a jdaee ealliMl liidjigur, one (»f those 
forts which Mr. Hastings declar(*d coidd ik)1 he sal'cly lelt 
111 tin - possession ot‘ I Ik‘ l»ajah ; nK‘asui‘(‘s w ere t her. 'Cert* taken 
to ohfaiii possessino ot'this plaei*. sot»n allta* the llight ot its 
unfortunate propi-iet<u*. And what did Ik‘ iiud in it i" A 
great and powerfid garris<»u ? N<». luy hu’ds ; lie foinul in it 
the wives and family ijl'the Ivajah ; Ik‘ louud it. luluihited hy 
t-wo hundred wouh'U, ami def(*nd(‘d ly a garrison of (‘iinnehs 
and a few leid)le militia 1111*11. 'fhis Jortri'ss was siipjiosed 
hy him to ei)ntain some nioiiev, whiidi lu* hoped to lay hold 
of, when all other means <if rapa<*ity ha»l I'seaptal him. Hi? 
tirst s,(‘nds (jiud yon have it on your minutes') a most cruel, 
most atroeimis, and most insulting message lo ihest* untor- 
tnnale women; one of wliom, a [irineipal pi rsonage of the 
fami'v, V, e lind him in the suhseipient negoiiation seandali/.- 
ing in one iiiiiinte, and declaring lo he a woim n of respecta- 
bh* character in the next ; t»*ealing her hy turns as a prosti- 
tute and as an amiahle woman, ;is best suited the pnrjmses of 
the hour. 'This woman, with two hundred of her se.x, ho 
found in Hidjigur. Whatever money tiny liad was tlieir 
own |)n/perty, and as sneh ('heit Sing, who had visited the 
])laee hidore liis llight, had left it for iheii* support, thinking 
that it would he secure to them as their property, heeaiise 
they w’i*re persons wholly \oid of guilt, as they must needs 
hiive been, 'fliis momy the ih-ijali might have earried olf 

ith liini ; hilt he left it (h(*m, and wi* must presume that it 
was their propi'rty ; and no attempt was ('\er made by Mr. 
Hastings lo ]>rove ot herw ise. I’hey had no other projierty' 
that could he fomid. It was Hu* only nii*an.s of suhsisti*iu*e 
fop tlu'inselves, their ehildri*n, their domestics, and depend- 
ants, and for the whole female part of that once. iUiistrlouS 
•and next lo nyal family. 
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IJiit Id [)r(K*(ViI. A oi' st)l(Iu‘rs was sent to 

i*eize the forts; sohlit'rs are hiihilually men of some ‘gener- 
osity ; even when iln^y ai'c acting in a bail caiis(‘ lliey (to not 
wholly lose the military spirit. Ihit IMr. Hastings, tearing 
that thi'y might m)t he animatiMl with the same Inst ot j)lnn- 
(leras himsiTf, st imnlat(Ml tlumi todi'inaml the pinmh'r of tin* 
piact'; anti e.\[)resses his ]n»p»\s that no comjmsil inn would 
hi* made with thest‘ women, and that iu)t, om‘ shilling of the 
hootv wonhi ln‘ alh>w(*d tluan. llt^ dot's init 1 nist tt) tlu'ir 
acting as snldiers who ha\e lht‘ir fortunes to malvi*, hnt he 
si iinidaf es and urges tht'in imt t«» givt‘ way to lln' generous 
])assit)ns and teidings td* nnm. 

lit* thus w riles from Ihaiares, the 2‘Jnd of ()• Inlier, 17Sl, 
ten o'elneK in the morning - ‘ I am I his instant l'a\ mind w it h 
Yi)ni‘s nt*\eslerda\ ; mint' 1<» von t»i‘lhe saint' tlali' has hefon,* 
this time aetpiainted \ on with my resoint itms and sentiments 
res[>t‘eting tin.' Uiinin'c. I think t'very tieinand nIic has made 
to yon, except that of safety anti re>^Jn‘et tdr ht'r pt'i'son, is 
nnrt.'asonalih'. If tlie rt'ports hi'onght to me are trot', yonr 
i*t.*jeeting ht'r tdlers, or an\ lu'gotiation with lu'r, wimld st»on 
i htain you posse>sitm of tin' fort upon yonr own terms. I 
a])prelu'nd liiat she will eontrlvti to th'frand tlu' captors «)i‘ a 
considerable part td* tlie booty by being siillered to I’elire 
w ithout t'\aininat.Ion ; but. this is \ onr cmisidi'rat ion, and not 
mint*, i shonltl be sorry that vtMir tdllct'rs and soblit'i'.^ lost 
any pai’i, td' tlu* rtwvartl to which tlu'V art' st) wi'll t'niillt'd, 
but L cannot makt? any obji'ct i<»n, as yon must bo tht* bi'st 
jntlgv^ of the t'vpedit'ney t)f the pn>mised indidgt'iicc! tt) tht^ 
ItaiU'Cti. What \on liavt; t'ligagt'd for I »\ili ta'rlainly ratify ; 
but as to permitting tln^ lianiiet' to Indil the pergnnnah t)f 
Ivnrtt'ck, or any tddier in tlitj /.emiinlary, w il hont bt'ing sidi- 
ject to tin' nnllinrily of tin* /einiinlar; or any lainis whatt'xt'r, 
t>r iiidei'd making any coiuliiions with ht'r for a provisit)n; I 
w ill nevt'r consent to it.” 

]\Iy lords, \tMi havt^ sta'ii the principh'S njitm wliich this 
man jnstiiit's bis eondnet. Iltirt! his rt'al nal-urt*, cliarat'tt'r, 
and disposition break out. '^riiese wtnnen had bt'i'ii guilty ot 
no rehtdlion. Ilt^ le vt'i* cJiarged them with any crime hut 
that: of having wt'altU: anti yet you set^ wdth what ferocity 
be p.iruu*s evorytbiieg that ht'hmgiMl to the destined object 
'jf ills erne]^ inhuman, and more limn t*: gic revenge. ■ If. 
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p;i'. s lu', ynii liavc inadu an ai^rcfinciiL willi tliri'i, and will 
iii.sisi ll, I will l\ci‘j) it; but it' you liavt* not, 1 besooi'li 

you not to make any. Don’t i^ivo tlicin anylliini^; siitl'or no 
bl i[)ulai ions w lialrxrr <»l' a provision tor llu-ni. I’lu* caipitula- 
linii I will i-alily, pro\id<‘d it contains no article ol' I'ulurt 
])iMvisn)n f’ni' tluMii: tins lu" l^nsilivoly forbad; so that bis 
bloodllnrsly vt'ni^canci* woubl have s«mi 1 out these two hun- 
di't’d innocent women to starve naked in the world. 

Hut. he not (udy (hu-lares that the im)ney found in the fort 
is I ht‘ soldiers’ ; he adds, that hi* should he sorry if they lost 
a shillini; of il. So that you havi* here a man not oidy de- 
elariui^ that the money was theirs, ilin'et ly contrary t<') the 
(\)m[>;n'y’s p<isitive ordi'rs upon other similar occasions, and 
after he had himselt' declari‘d that pri/e-money was j)oison to 
soldiei’s; Iml »lii‘(>et l\ iiieit inu^tht*mtoinsist upon theirri^dit toit 

A month had hreii allowed l>y proclamation for the sub- 
mission ot'.dl per.Nons who had been in rebellion, which suh- 
nissioii was to cnlith* them to iiidemnil\. Hut, my hn'ds, 
re cii(kavonred to hieak (he piddic f.iilh with these women, 
tty iiieitiin; the'^oidi(rs to make mt eapii ulat ion w it h them, 
and thus depiiviuti; them ol'the benefit ol' the [troelamation, 
)\ pi<‘\enl iii:j their \oluntar\ surreinler. 

I Ml. Hiiikt liei*e lead the proelamal i(>ii.] 

I ritii' the liate of j his proelamat ion it appears that the sur- 
render of the t'‘'rl was clearly within the time j^lxeii (i» those 
wno had been j^uilty of the mo>t atrocious acts ot’ lebellion 
to repair to their hoim's and enjoy an indemnity. I'liese 
women had ne\er ipiilled (heir homes, nor had they been 
<*har<4ed with rebellion, and \ct. t hev were cruelly exeluded 
from the LCenci-al indemnit\ ; :nid after the army had taken 
nneondit ional p^Jsse.-^.-^ioii i»f the fort, tliex xxere tni’iied out of 
it, and ordered to the ijuarters of the cimnnandiu" otlieer, 
M.ajor Ho|)ham. This oHicer had receixed from Mr. llast- 
inii;s a jniwer to rob them, a poxxer to plunder them, a poxver 
to distribute the plunder, but no power to ;.i;ive them anv 
allowanei', nor any authority even to receixe tliein. 

In tins disgraceful affair the soldiers showed a generosity 
xxl*‘'‘h Air. Hastings neither showed nor xvould have suiVered, 
if . w»'^"*oubl have prevented it. Thex ai^reed ainone-t them- 
wdves to »;iv<. to . w'se women three lacks of rnpivs, and s-, mii 
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trine iiion' ; iind tlie resi was dlvulial as a pri'y among tK? 
army. loimd in the fort was about cC-JhS,()00, not 

the smallest ])ar(. of whieh was in any way provial to bt* (1ieit 
Sing’s j)ro|)ertv, or llu^ prop(‘riy of any person but ilie un- 
fort unale women wlm were found in the possession of it. 

Till* ])lund(‘r of the fort iK‘iugthus i^iven to the soldiers, 
Avhat dors .\rr. Itaslings next do ‘r" lli^ is astonislu‘d and 
stupified to find so mueli unprofilable violiMiee ; s<» mueli tv- 
eaniiy and so little pe«‘nniarv advantage; so mueli bloodshed 
without anv prolit to thi* (\)mpanv. I Li‘ therefore breaks his 
liiilli with the soldiers; ileelares !hat, having no right to the 
money, they must refund it to Ihi* Couijiauy: and, on iheir 
refusal, he instituted a suit against them. \Vith respect to 
the three hu-ks of rupia-s, or .CihMHtO, whieli was to he given 
to these w'omeii, ha\i‘ we a scrap of papt*r to prove its pay- 
ment ? Ts tliere a single rei*eipt or voucher to Merit’s their 
havijig rcccivi (1 one sivpeiiei* of it J am rather iueIiM«‘d to 
think that they diil recidve it, orsonit* part of it, hut I do u't 
know a gnaler crime in pul.'lic ollicers than to h.ive no kind 
of vouchers for the disposal of any large sums of iimney 
which pass throngli their hands; but this, my lords, is the 
great vice of Mr. Hastings’s govm-nment. 

1 have brielly taken notice of tin* claim whieli ]\Ir. Hast- 
ings ihougld proj)(*r to make, on the part ol’ the (’onijianN, 
to till treasure found in the fort of Ib’djigiii’, after he had 
instigated iho army to elaim it as the right of thi‘ captors. 
Your lordships will not be at a los. to aceoniit: for this 
St rangi^ and barefai'cd ineonsislouey. d’his exeellimt (Jovenior 
foiesaw' that he would have a l;ad aecounl of this business to 
give to thi^ contraetors in Leadeiihall Siriet, who eon.sidi r 
laws, religion, morality, and the prineiples of slate poliev id’ 
enijiires as mere ipirruions of profil and loss. I’inding that 
lie had di'^mal aceuuiits to sdve of great sum.'^ expiMided with- 
out any relurns, he had re»‘ourse to l he oiilv expedient that 
was left him. He had broken his faith with the ladies in 
the fort, by not sull’eriiig his ollieers to grant them that in- 
demnity which hi« proclamation olfcri'd. ddien, finding tliat 
the soldiers !iad i loui him at his word, and nppropriatial the 
ireasiin* to their own usi', lie next broke !»is faith with them. 
A constant brea. ii of faith is a maxim with him. He (daimH 
the treasure for the Cemjmuy, and institutes a suit before Sir 
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Elijah Impey, who ^iws llio inonoy to thu Company, and not 
to tin; soldiors. '.riie soldiers appeal ; and since the begin- 
ning of* this trial, 1 believe eveji very lately, it has been de- 
cided by the council that the letter of Mr. Hastings was not, 
as Sir J'jlijah lmp(‘y pretended, a mere private letter, hecause 
it lanl “ l-)t?ar Sir*’ in it; but a public order, authorizing the 
soldiers to divide the money among themstdvos. 

'^^riius .C2()0,()00 was distributed among the soldit‘rs ; 
i(>4()0,p00 was tak(m away by C’heit Sing, to he pillaged by 
all the Company’s (‘iiemies through whose counlrie.s he 
]^assL(l ; and so ended om' (d‘ the great sources troru which 
t his gr(‘at linain*i(‘r inteinhal to supply the exigencies of the 
Company, and reciaiit lludr (‘xhausttal tinanees. 

I5y this proci'eding, my lords, the mitional honour is dis- 
graced ; all th(* rules ol‘ justice are violated, and every sanc- 
tion, human and di\iju', tramphal upon. We have, on one 
sid(‘, a country jaiined, a noble family dcsti'(>ved, a rebellioji 
raisrd by out ragi* and (jnclled by Idoodshctl, t 1 h*< national faith 
])hMlgt‘d to indemnity, and that indemnity faithlessly w ithheld 
t'rom ln‘l|)less, deliaieeless wonmn ; whih‘ llu^ other side of the 
picture isiapially unfavourahle. The Kasl India Company have 
had their tiaaasin'e wasl< <l, (heir credit weakimed, their honour 
jadlnted, and Ihiar troops employed against tlnar ow n subjects, 
V ben tlu'ir services were reipiired against fort'igii enemies. 

My loi’ds, it only remains for me, at this tinu, to make a 
few ob.scrvjuions upon some ])roeeedings of the prisoner, re- 
spi'eting tbi^ reva'nne of In-nares. 1 must tirst stale to janir 
lordships, that in the \ear ITsO ho made a demand upon 
that country, whieli, hy his ow?i aeeount, if it had been 
complied with, would only have hdt .Cl!i5,000 a year for the 
inalut(*muua' of tin' Ivajali and his tamily. i wisli to have 
this aeeount laanl, h»r the pnrposi^ of vei'if\ing the observa- 
tions which I shall lia\e to make to yonr lordships. 

( ller(' the aeeount was read.] 

1 must now' observe t(> yonr lordships, that Mr. IMarkliam 
and Mr. Hastings hav<; statinl the Kajah’s m‘t r<WM.*nne at 
forty-six lacks ; hiit the' aceoiue' s before son siatv' it at forty 
lacks only. Mr. Ha'jiings had himself ileclared Uiat ho did 
not think tin* country could safely yield more, and that an*' 
jittempt to extract mon; would bo ruinous. 
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Your jnnlftliips A\ill obsiTvt*, tli.ii llu* lirsl of llifsi’ osli- 
is iinactHnniKiiiiod willi :m\ (loi'umoiii wlialt'vcr, and 
ihat it is coiitradii-ti il by llu* paju rs ul* rri'tMj)! and ibr arti- 
c*k*s of aci'oimt, from all «d‘ \Nbic]i ii apprars tbat llic conn- 
try never \ iolded more than fori\ lacks during’ tin* time that 
JNIr. Ihislijigs laid it in bis po.^.-c. .>it»n ; and yni may be snrt> 
lie squee/.ed as mneb out nf it as be coidd. ll(‘ bad bis own 
residents; iir>t j\lr. iNlarkliam, tbeii iNlr. l'o\vk<‘, tben -Mr. 
Grant; tliey all wiait ii]) w itb a design to make llie most 
of it. ^J'bey taidcavoured to do so; Imt tiny ne\er cmild 
screw it up to more tbaii forty lacks, by all I be \i(»l(.‘nt means 
which th(‘V (Mnj)h)M‘d. 'i’hc ordinary sid»sidy, as paid at 
(hdcnlta by the Hajah, amounted to {\\enl\ -t w o lacks; and 
it is tlicreforo eh'arly ])roved In' this paper tbat iMr. Ilast- 
tiiigs’s demand of tifty lacks ( joined to tlie siil)si- 

dies, was inor<' than llui wludc resaanu' which tb(‘ conntiy 
could Yii‘]d. What hoaialcd treasures the Kajab possessed, 
and wbicb JMr, Hastings sa\s lu‘ carried oil with him, do«s 
not ajip(‘ar. 'J’bat it was anv ce»jisid(n'abb‘ sum, is inoi’t* than 
.Mr. lla.>tincs knows, more than can be provial, more than 
is pr<d)able. lie had not, in bis jji'(‘cipilat(‘ HlL;bt,aiiy means, 
I think, of ('arryin^ awav a at s\nu. It further appears 
from tlu se accounts that, aflm* tlie ])a\menl {>[' tlu‘ sub>ldy, 
there would only hasi* l)e<'ii left. .LisjHH) a uar lor the 
H\q)port of tl\i' Kajab’s family and esialdisbmeiit s. 

Your lordships baNe lunv a siamlai'd, not a vi>ionarv one, 
but a standard via ilied by aceurate caleulatiot! ami ant limit ie 
aca*uuuts. You may now’ fairly^ estimali; the* avariei* and 
rapacity o** this jnan, Avlm d<*scrib(\s coiinlries to enor- 
mously rich, in order tbat be may be justllied in j)il!a_L;iu^ 
them. Jhit lioweym* insatiable the pris(*ner’s a\arice ma\ l)e, 
he has other objeets in v iew, ol her passi(»ns ranklin;^ in bis 
lu.'art, besides tin.* lust of money. He was not iujiioraiit, and 
we have proved it by bis r)wn <-onfession, that bis pretended 
PA'peetation of bmietit to t he ( \Miipany <-onld not be realized ; 
but be well kiuAV tbat by enfbreing biri demands he slionld 
utterly and oileclnally ruin a. man whom bo mortally bated 
and abbornal ; a man ■ :io efinld not, by rn-v saeritiecM 
offered to the a\ariee, avert the* ernelty of bis implaeablo 
enemy. 

A^■ long a..; i rntli rmnaiiis a. hyiig as figures :dand, as !on;i 
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aa two Mild <W(> MH* four, as long as Ihoro is inatlioiiiatical 
and anilnmdicai dcMiionstrai ion, so long shall his cruelly, 
rage, ravage, and oppri'ssion reiiiain evident lo an astonished 
postiM'ity. I shall* undc'Hake, iny lords, whiai this court 
lucets agJiiii, lo d<‘\(‘lop(‘ llu' consecjiieiices of this wiekial 
])roc(‘eilinij:. I shall lluMi show you, that that ])art of the Jta- 
jah’s family which lu‘ left hcdiind him, and which ]\lr. Hast- 
ings j)n‘ten<l(‘d lo take' und(‘r his proleclion, was also ruined, 
undone, and desiroyed ; and that the once bi'aulirul country 
of Jlenares, which he has had tluj im[)iid(‘nce to represi'iit as 
being still in a prospen-ons coinlilion, was li*fl by him in such 
a slate as wonhl mn\4' jiilv in any tyiant in the world, 
exccj'l. the one wljo now stands bdore \ou. 


'I' u I A n. 


Tt lOSDAY, ;iiM. JVSE, I7!)l. 


riinrn nw ok in'.ri.\. 


(M II. Ill mvK.) 

Alv liOiins, We an' ealleil, with an awful voici', to 
come Ibrtli, and make good our (*harg(‘ against the pi*isoner 
at yonr har ; hut as a long lime has tdajist'd sinei' yonr lord- 
ships Inanl that charge, I shall taki‘ Ihe lihi rly of reipiesl ing 
my worthy fellow -managiM* near nu' lo read that part to 
your lorilshijis which I am just now' going lo ohserM' nptm, 
that you may he tin* heltt*r aide to a[)ply my ohst'rvat ions to 
ihe let ter of 1 he charge. 

I Mr. Wyndham reads.*] 

“That, tin' said Warren Hastings, liaving as afon*said cx- 
])('ll(‘d tin' said (Mieit Sing irom his dtnninions, did, of hia 
own nsurpt'd ant horily, ami without any communication with, 
OP any approhation gi\en hv, the other ineinhers of the coun- 
cil, nominate and ajipoint llajah iMehipm'rain to the govern- 
ment of the |»n)\iiie(‘s of Henares, and did appoint his father 
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Diirbetlgy Slnu; as admiiiisiralor of liis aulliorily, and did 
give to the Jiritisli r(‘si<leni, ]Mr. IMarlvliani, a ('niil rollinjj; an- 
ihority over both; ami did fiirtljcr abro^alii and set aside 
all treaties and agreements Avhieh subsisted between tlio 
states of Jlenares and ilie British iiation ; and did arbilrarily 
and tyrannically, of bis mere aiithority, rais(‘ tlu' tribute' to 
the sum of .C100,0()0 sterling, or tbereabouls; did further 
wantonly and illegally impose certain oppressive duties upe>u 
goods and merchandise, to the gri'at injury of trade' and ruin 
of the jn’oviiice ; and elid further dispose eil‘, as his own, fhe' 
])re)])ea‘ty wifhin the said ]>rovin(*es, hy granting the* same, nr 
parts the're'of, in jxmsinns to sm*h j)ersniis as In* lh»nigdil lit. 

“ hat the said W ai'reii llasliugs did, some lime' in flu' 
ye'ar '17S2, enter int<^ a clanelest gie (‘orrespondeaie t* w ilh \V il- 
Jiam Markham, J>cj., the them residi'ia at Be'nares, Axhieh 
said ]\Iark)iam hael he'en by him tin* said Warren Hastings 
obtrmloel into the* said eilliea', contrary io tlie^ p»)siliv(‘ orde?’s 
of the ce)urt of elireetors ; ami in e-onsexpiemce* nt the* i’(‘pre‘- 
sentation e)f tin' saiel Markham elid, umbr pretem-r that the* 
iie'w exe‘e‘ssi\e j’e'iit. or trihuttj was in arn'ai*, and that tlm 
alfairs e)!’ tlie* ])ro\im'(‘ ue're? like^iy to fill into eontiision, 
authorize; and eanpowe'i* him, hy his own prixate aullmrilx, 
to reinejxe the* saiel Durbi ilgy Bing lV«)in his olliee', and ele- 
jirive; him ejf his e'slate'. 

“That the; said nurhe'dgy Sing was, by Ibe* private* oj’ih'rs 
ami autbnrities givem b\ the said Warren Hastings, ami in 
eonsegm'iice of 1 lie I’epreM'iif at 1« ms aibresaid, violent Iv t ln*oN\ n 
into j)rise)n, ami crue'lly e*ouline‘el flie-re iii, under the* |>r('le*nee; 
of tiie.' Jie»ji-pa\ inenl of tin* arre*ars of tin.' tribute- aforesaiel. 

“ That tin; u idnw of Bulwanl Sing am! the* K’ajab Meliip- 
m;raiii elid pointedly aeamse tin; saiel Martbam of being tin; 
sejle cause; of any de*lay in tlie* paxinent eif tin* tribute* afoi*i*- 
saiel, ami die! oile r to ]»rove tin* iniiocenee of tin* saiel Diir- 
bedgy Sing, and also t«» prove; that tin* fiidts aseribed to iiim 
were* solely the faulls e>f the .-aid iMaiKbam; ye't the saiel 
Warre;n Ha.>lings d’d pay no regaiel \\hale\er to the* saiel 
represt'iiiaiions, i r nn.ike* any iinpiiry into llie truth eif the 
same, but did accuM- the said widow <d’ Bulwanl Sing and 
Kajab aforesaid of gross ]>re.uini]>tion fir the same*; and 
listening to the roprese-ntatiou of the; jie.i-son aeemsed (namely, 
the re.^idi'iit Markham), elid contiiiue f n eemfine t he said Dm- 
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bodgy Sing ill prison, and did iiivrst; Uio rusidont TVrjukbnTn 
with antliority to bestow liis oUlce upon Avboinsoi'ver lie 
pleased. 

“That llie said IMarkliain did bcslow tin* said ollice of 
adniinislrator of llie [iroviiiee ot' Benares upon a person 
named dagger Deo Sing, wiio, in order to gratity the ai'biti'arv 
demands ot* the said W'^arren Hastings, was obliged greatly 
to distress and harass ilie nntortnnatc inliabitants ol' the said 
provinee. 

“That tlui said AV'arren Hastings <lid, sonudime in llie 
year l7St, remnv(‘ tli(‘ saiil dagger l)et» Sing from llie said 
olliet', under pi-elein*e ot’eerlain irregiilaiil ies and oppressiiais, 
wliieli ircegiilaril i(*.s and <»ppressi<»iis are s«/k.‘ly impniable to 
him, liii‘ said Warrmi ila>lings. 

“ 'riiat llie eonse(pieiua‘ of all tlu'Si' vinlimt eliaiiges anil 
arbilrarv a«*ls was tlie total ruin and desolation ol‘ llii‘ eoim- 
trv and tln^ liiglit ol'tlie inliabitants ; the said Warren Hast- 
ings lia\ing found eviay place abandoned at bis ap[)roaeli, 
even by tbe ollieers of ibe \ery government wbieb be es- 
tablished and seeing nothing but. tvaees of devastation in 
everv villagig the ]>ro\inee in eileet without a government, 
tin' •nlminij't rat ion miseondneted, the ])eojde oppressed, the 
trade discouraged. and the rexeniiein danger ofa rajiid ih'erme. 

“All which destruction, dexastat ion, oppression, and laiin 
are solelv imputable to the ahoxe-iiieiil ioned and other tirhi- 
trary, illegal, niijnst, and tyrannical acts ot' him, the .^ald 
Warren 11 ablings, who, by all and ex cry one of the same, 
v\a.s and is gnilly of high crimes and inisdenu'anoiirs.” 

[I\!r. Ibirko jiroeeedod.J 

My lords, yon have heard Hie charge ; and yon are now 
going to see the prisoner at. xonr bar in a nexv point, of \ iexv. 
.1 xvill noxv endeaxonr to disphiy bim in his eharaeter of a le- 
gfslalor in a foreign land not augmenting t !;o territory, honour, 
and jioxvevof Clreat Ib’itain, and hringing 1 he aeipiisition under 
the iloininioii of laxv and liberty, but ilesolatiiig a llonrishing 
country, that to all intents and purposes xvas our own; — a 
country wliieli wo bad conquered from freedom, from tran- 
quillity, order, and prosperity, and submitted, tlirough him, to 
arbitrary power, misrule, anarcliy, and ruin. We lunv o tbe 
objei.-t of bis eoriaipt vengoaneo utterly destrined, lis family 
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(Irivrii from tlirir }u»inf, liis |'i o|»l(* his wilV Miifl 

nil lh(‘ lomali-s ol' his r;iinily rohherl aiul ilisliorioiin'd in Ihoir 
persons, and lhi‘ elleels whieli husband and parents had laid 
up in store for the s\d>sistenee of iludr I’ainilies, all 1lu‘ savinj^s 
of ])ro\ideni tM'onoiny, distributed anionii;st a. rapaeimis sol- 
diery. 1 1 is iiialiee is vietorions. lie has well avi*n<i[t‘d, in the 
dt'sirnetion of this nnldrl nnalt‘ family, tin- loijah’s inlendt'd 
visit to (i(‘iKM‘al ( davtn'ini;; ; In* has \\«‘ll a\en!.^ed tin* siispeet- 
(‘d diseovtn’v of his hriht* to IVIr. Franeis. 'f lion hast, it now, 
Kinir, C/a\\di)r, (llamis, all.’* 

Let ns see, my Im-ds. what, nsi' lu' ma1o‘s (d‘ this juover; 
how ]n‘ just ilu's the hoinity of rtirtun(‘ bestow ini;; «m him this 
stran^^(j and anomalous eonijin'st. Anomalous I call it, my 
lords, heeanse it was the r(‘sidt of rm plan in the eahinet, no 
opm’ation in tin* li»‘ld. Abi a(“l or ilin'etion proeeeded trom 
him tin' resjmnsiiile ehief ('\eept tln‘ mer«‘i!ess orders and the 
^rant; to tin* soldimy. IL' la\ sknlKint^ and tieiidiliii!; in the 
fort of ( ‘hnnar, whih'the Hrilish soldiery eiil it led I heiiiM l\ es 
t<j the plnnd<“r whieh h<* held out to llu-m. .Nevertheless, m\ 
lords, he eoiKjiiers ; t In* eonnt ry is his own; |i(‘ treats it as 
his own. fict- ns t.lieri'fore. .*<*e how this ,MieeesM»r ol* Tamer- 
lane, this I'lnidator »d'(^hinye^ Khan, i^overns a eoimliw eon- 
ipii'red by tin* talents and eonrai^e t)l‘ others, without, assisl- 
anei', j^iiide, direet ion, or eonnsel ^^ivi'n h\ hiniselt'. 

My lords, 1 will introilnee his (irst aet to yonr lordships’ 
notice, in the words of Uie eharL;’e. “'fhesaid Warren Ilast- 
in^rs did, some time* in the year I7S12, enter into a elamh'stine 
eorrospondeiiee with William Markham, Ls«j., the then ri'si- 
dent at Lenares, which .said .Markham had been by him, the 
said Warn*n I last ini^s, <i1m rnd»<l into the said (dllee, e<mt r'ary 
to tin* [)Ositi\e orders (d'the <-onrt of directors/’ 'I’his nnjns- 
tifiahh' obtrusion, tliis illegal appoiidment, slmws yon, at the 
very outset, tliat he ih-ties the laws of his eoimtry ; most |)osi- 
tively and pointedly delies them. In altemptino to ^ive* a 
reason for this deliaiiee. he lias chosen to tell a ))raneh of tin* 
le^dslatnre, from which ori;;;inated the aet which wis(‘ly and 
prudently ortierc'^ him to pay implicit ohedieime to the court 
of ilireetoi s, ihat in* removed IMr. Fowke from Menares, eon- 
t’*ary to the orders of the <*onrt, on |)ordieal oronnds; “ he- 
i-anse,” says he, ‘‘1 ihon^lit it neeessary the n*sident thero 
nhoidd he a man (»f iny ow n nominal ion and eoididenee I avow 
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\]\t jjrliK'ijiir, riml t lunlv iin onxmiim'iil r.-m sii i»siHt \\ it iioiit it. 
Tlio puni.slmiciil, of tlu; in;nl<j no part of iny (l(‘siLrn in 

Mr. f’owkc^’s ivinoval or M r. Markliatii’s appointment, nor was 
Ins punishment an ohjeet of my eontmnplation at the tinui T 
remov(‘d Mr. f'owkc! to appoint .Mr. Mai*kham ; an ap])oint- 
ment of my own elioiec^ ami a siirnal to notify the restoration 
of niv own aiil horit \ , as I li:ul hrlorc* rj'imut'tl Mr. I'owkt^ 
ami appoliile<l Mr. (iraliam lor the .s.-mic [>m‘j)ose,” 

ller<‘, my loi‘«ls, he <l()(‘s not e\<‘n j)rel(‘ml that he had any 
\ iow whati'ver in tliis appoinlimmt of Air. .Markham, hnt to 
del\ thr laws iif his euimlry. “ I must,” says h.*, “ha\e a 
man of ms own m»mln:iti«m, lua-anso it is a sli;nal to notify 
the la-' |t)rat ion (d‘ my ow n ant horily, as I had lu fore removed 
All’. l’'owke for I he samo pnrpos(‘.” 

1 must \ oiir loi’dships to keep in mind, that thi'i^reater 
pari of Ihe oh.'^nw al ions with wliieh I shall tronhU^ von havi* 
a rcfrreme to \\\v jni itrijtloi upon whieh this man acts; and 
I hrseej'h \ on to reim-mhrr al w ays that \oii have hefon' yon 
a ijiir.stioii and an issue of law. I h<*.'' 0 <*eh n on to eonsider 
whal.il is that voii ari' disposin;j: of ; that \ oii ar(‘ not meri'ly 
disposin'^' of t his man and hiseau e, Imt llial }oii arc’ dis- 
jio.-iie.; <»f lh<‘ laws of‘ \onr eonnirv. 

Voii, III', loi'ds, ha\(‘ mado, and wc' lia\e made, an md of 
])ai Haiiionl in whicdi the «*.»nm-ll at Cahaitla is vested with a 
s|.' <‘ial j>ow 4*r, dlsl inet.ly limihal and dc’limal. lie* says, my 
aiit horily isahsolntc'. I defy tlu‘ orcha’s of the' eonrt of diree- 
tors, Ix’eanse it is neee.ssary for im* to show' that I ean disri‘- 
,i;ard tht*m, as a siiijnal ol‘ my own authority. He snp[)osc*s 
his anihorily li^oiu' while' he' ohe*\s tlu' laws; lint, says he, 
the' mome'iit. \ l^oI rid of tin' bonds ami barriers of the' laws 
(as if thenniad he'c'ii some* aet of viole-nei' and usurpation 
that had eh'prive'd him of his rii;htfnl [lowe'rs), 1 was I’e'stiiri'd 
to my ow n antlmrily. What is this antheirlty to w hieh ho 
;s ri'stored? Not an aeillmrity ve'sle'il in him by the J'^ast 
India Company ; not an ant horily sanetiont'd by the laws ot 
this kinii^dom. It is Jie'ilher »)f Ihc'se, ])nt the authority ot 
AVharre'ii ITastinp;s; an inhe'n'nt divine ri;j[ht, 1 suppose', w hich 
In* has thom^ht |)roj)i‘i- to elaim as l.<'lt)ne;in<; to himself; somt*- 
tlniiL'" imlepende'iit ()f the laws ; soim'lhine; imle*{n‘nd('iit of tlio 
eonrt of tlire'etors ; some'thin^ inele'pi*mii‘nt oi his bre'thivn 
of tin.* emnuil. Jt is ‘ mv e»wn anlhe*rit v." 
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Ainl wliiif. is tlie siijjn;il bv Axliicli yon arc to know Avlien 
this authority i^J restored ? Jiy his obediinieo to tlie court of 
directors ? by liis at tent ion to the laws of liia country ? l)y 
his regard to the rights of th(‘ people ? !No, luy lords, no ; 
tlui notitleatioii of the restoration (»f this autliority is a foriiud 
disobedienee of the orders of the court of directors. AVnieii 
you find the laws of the hind trampled upon, and tlu'ir ap- 
])oiiiti‘d autliorily despised, tlam you may bo sure that tho 
autliority of the ]»risoiier is reiislahlislied. 

There is, my lords, always a (*los(‘ eoiniexion hetweiMi viees 
ot’exery desi-rij)! ion. 'file man \\li(» is a lyi*anl would, imder 
some utluM’ i*iremiistaiu*es, he ;i n‘hel : ami he that, is a I’elad 
w«.>iilil h(‘eonie a. {\r‘aii1. 'fluw' are things whi«-h ori^^iiially 
j>roee(‘d inim 11 k‘ same soiin-e. ^I’ln;y uwi" iheir hiitli lo Ihe 
wild, nnhridh'd lewdiu'ss of arbitrary powm*. 'I’hiy aihso 
from a eontempi of public ordm*, and of thi‘ laws and insti- 
tutions whieh curl) mankind, ^riiiy arise from a harsh, enM‘1, 
and j'erocious disjiosit i(»n, impatient of thii rules c)f Jaw, order, 
and morality: and aeeonlingl\, as their relation varies, tho 
mail is a t\ I'aiit if a superior, a rebel il'an iJifeiMor. Jhil- Ibis 
man, stainliiig in a middle pt.int ladween tne twi) r‘elalions, 
the, snperioi- and inferior, d(‘elares himsidf at. onet^ Ixdh a i‘e- 
h»d ami a tyrant. We thei'idoie nalm*ally e\pei*t, that when 
he has thrown oil’ the laws of his eomiliy lie will Ihi’ow eif 
all other aiitho;’ilv. Aee<»rdinul\ , in di liaiiee of that aiilhoi*- 
ity to whieh 111.' owes bis situation, lie nominates .Mr-. iMark- 
hani to the residem*y at I5enai*es, and tlierefoie every aet of 
Mr. Markham is his. lie is r’esponsibl doubly ri'sponsiblo 
to vvhat 111 *, would have been if in the ordinary eonr.se of of- 
Jice he had named this agent, 

Jllvei’y governor is I’esponsible for the misd«‘meanonrs eoin- 
Jiiitled under Ids legal autliority lor whieh he dors not pun- 
ish the delinijiient ; but t lie ]n*isoner is donldy^ responsible in 
this ease, beeause lie assumed :in illegal anllioi'ity, wldeiieaii 
ho justilied oidy, if at all, by the good resulting from the as- 
smin[)lioii. 

Having now ehoieii his prineipal instruuu'iit, and his eoii- 
iii!'*ntial and sole loiinsellor, having tire eonntry eirtir’ely in 
liis hail I, and every obstacle that could im[)ede bis coui’so 
sw'ept out the arena, what doc.s he do iindcr these auspicious 
drcmustaiices ‘f You would iiuagine, that, iu the iirst place, 
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hr wouhl liavr sent doAvii <<> tlu* coiinril ai C'alniiia a ^^(‘iicral 
virw (d* his ])rom‘(lin,‘j[s, and nt* tlirir t-oiiscMpu iU'CS, toij^rllHT 
uilli a ctmii)!!*!!* of llw r(‘\cjm(? ; tlint lir would 

liav(? rocoiiniuauicd llir iiliosl jxtnohs ibr ])id)li(; trusts, willi 
such other iiicasmvs as he inii^ht judi^e to be most esM'iilial 
to the interest and honour of his (‘injdovers. One would have 
imagined he would liave done this, in order that the* e(juneil 
and the court of directors mi^ht have a clear view of tlu? 
whole existing system, hetbre he alt(‘m])le(l to make a per- 
maiiiMit arrani^emeut for tlu‘ administration t»f the country. 
Uul.oji th(? coni rajT, t he w lioli* of his ])roceetlini 4 s is clamh*s- 
tim l\ cumliulcd ; then* is n»»t ll»c slii;htest, con\n\unicat i«»n 
with the eoiineil Aipoii tin' hiisiiu'ss. til! he had dett'cmiiied 
and setlhMl the wliole. d'hus tlu‘ ceum-il was placed in a 
eouijdetc* dilemma, cither to eontirm all his wiek< d and ai’hi- 
Irary ac.*ts, for sueli W(‘ have ]>rovi‘d them to hi‘, or to deranuu' 
till' whole admiiiistrat ion of theeouiitrv a^aiii. and to make 
aiiotlier j‘e\olulion, as eom{)lele. and dreadful as lliat which 
h(‘ had im ule. 

Thi‘ task which tlu* ( loxernor-deni'ral had imjiosed uj^on 
hill sell* WM'', I admit, a dillieult one; hut those who pull 
do\* II lmp<»rlaul aiiiMeuI estahlishmeuts, w ho wantonly ilest roy 
moths of administration and public institutions under which 
a I onnt ry has prosjHMvd, arc the most mischiev ons, and there- 
fore the wickedest, of men. It is md a reverse of fortune, it: 
is not the fa! I of an iinliv idnal, that we ari' hen* talkiiii; ol*. 
We are indeed sorry foi’ (’licit Nin?^ and Diirhediry Sin;;, as 
vve.slnmhl lie sorrv fur any individual under similar elreum- 
stam-i s. 

It is wisidy provided in the con.'.t it ul ion of oiii’ heart that 
we should interest ourselves in the fate of jj^real jiersonayjes. 
d’hey ar(‘, thiu'efore, made evi'rv vv heri' the ohjeels of tragedy, 
*^vliich addresses itself direetly to our passions and our i’t'el- 
in;;s. .And why? Ih'cause men of i;re;.t place, men ol^i'eat 
rank, men of j;ieat hereditarv aulhority, cannot, fall without 
a. horrihli* crash upon all about ihi'tu. >^ueh lowers cannot 
tumhlu without ruinint; their dependent eeltai;es. 

'riie. prosjiei ity of a country lliat. has been dislri'ssed hy a 
revolution wliiidi has svve[)t od* its prineijial men eaiinot bo 
recslahlisheil without extivnm diliienlty. This man 1 hero- 
fore, who wanlonly and wickedly destroyed Iho exist iiiu 
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govoriiinoiit nl* Dc n.in's ^\ria (loul)ly l)oini<l to use all possil)lo 
ean‘ :iiul caulinii in .siipplyini^MJio loss oi* ihosoiiistitiit inns 
\\ Inch li(' liatl tU‘s1 n>yi‘(l, aiul i»f tlio men wluun lu' liad (IrivtMi 
into oxil(\ This, 1 s;iy, hr ought to have dour. Ja'I ns now 
sr<' what ho n'ally diil do. 

Me set out by disposing of all ibr propiM'iy of Mu' country 
as it’ it was )\is own. Mr first r(»nfiscalrd flu* wh(»lr (‘states 
<1!* tlir l>;d)oos. th(‘ great nobilit) of the ronnt ry, to t lu' ainoimt 
ot* six lachs ol* rn[)rrs. Mr then distrihntril llu; lands and 
rrvriuii' of the ronnt rv arrording to his own ph'asnrc'; and 
as hr had sri/rd tin* lands without oiir knowing why or 
wh(‘n‘lbn', so tin* portion whit'h hr took away tVoin some 
persons hr gave to oih(.*rs, in the saini* arbitrary manner, and 
without any assignaldr reason. 

When we Wi'ro impiiring what jaghiiv's Mr*. Masiings ]iad 
trniiight proper to grant, wc ibiind, to onr a'<lonishinrnt 
(though it isnatin*al that Iiis mind should lakt* this turn), 
that In* endowed se\er*al ehariti<*s with jaghii’is. M<* gaNo a 
jaghirr t o soiin* ! ii'ahmins, to pr*a} lor tin* p(‘rpetnal pr(»sp<‘i'ity 
<it* tin* ('ompaiiy, and others to proenn* the pi*ayers ol* tin* 
same class of men tor himsell*. I do not. hlann* his (b'litoo 
pi(‘fv, when I find no (diristian ))irty in t.ln* man; h*t him 
takl^ refuge in a fiy sn per*sf it i(m In* pleases. ddn*'erime W(J 
eliargt^ is, his Inuing distribided the lands of others at his 
<»wn pleasure. Wln*tln*r this pr«»eet‘de»l tVom piety, I’roin 
osttattalion, or from any other moli\i‘, it matters not. Wr 
(font'Mid that lie ought imt to havi* distributed sneh land at 
all: that In? had no right to do so; ;jnd eonsecjnently, tho 
gift of a single acre (A' land, by his own j>i*ivat(? will, was an 
art of robbei’y, either from the public or s.cjnn? indi\idnal. 

When he had thus di^tnrbed the landed pi'operty (d‘ B('- 
narrs, and distributed it areoi-rling to his own will, hr 
thought it would he pro|)( r to lix upon a person to govi*rii 
tin? (‘oiintry; am! of this person In* himself madi* tin? choici?. 
It does not aj)p(*ar that the p(*oph‘ ronid have lost, even ])y 
the revolt of (‘heit Sing, tin? right which was inherent in 
them, to he gover.n*d hy the lawful sneeessor of his family. 
W •? tind, huwever, that this man, hy his own authority, by 
tlir ar]j;li*ai*y (!X- .rise of iiis -.wn will and fancy, did think 
proper to nom'oalr a pet>*o;] to .^iieeei'd Mir Kajah who had 
no h'gal ehiims Mu* sin*e<*ssii)n. Me made choica' f *1 bay 
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aluMit. iiiiulnn v«'nrs old; and 1 m* smns lir ni.idr tlial clioico 
u|H)ii llio |)iiiu*i|)lo (d‘ this b<»v\s hrinj; (b.-sciMidrd iVoiii l>id- 
wiinl by llu* Ibinalo liiii*. Ibd; bi* d()(‘s not, ])n'tciid to 

sav that Im* was llu* [)r(){)t‘r and Jiaiiirai la ir to Clnal ; 
and W’c will show yon lh(} din'd conlrary. Indood, hr (*on- 
Irssrs thr ronirary hiinsrlf; for lu* ari:;iM‘s, in his drlrurr, 
that whrn a now sysloin was 1o In* Ibnard wilh tlu; surc'rsMir 
of Chril. SiriL^, who Avas not his hrii’, rarh snrivssor bail no 
dal Ml ot* rii;lit. 

Ibil. pri’haps I hr want, ol* ri;;ht was siijipiird by tbr rapariiv 
and fitiii'.^s of t h(‘ jirrson who was rhosi'in I do not say that 
Ihis i!o(‘s ran for onr monu'iit snprrsrdr (hr positive; ri^ht 
of anolh.rr prrson ; but it wonld palliatr Ihr injnstiri; in 
soMir d(‘,i;rrr. \\bis then* indhis rasr any palliative* inatte'r ? 
Who was the prrson (diosni by jSlr. Ilaslinijs to snrrtaal 
(du'it Siir_(‘f ]My h)rds, the; pi'i’son rhosi'n was a minor; for, 
W'e liiMb tin; ]»rison(‘i* at Nonr bai* immrdialrly prori'rdrd to 
a|ipoin( him a rnai’diaii. ’I’his i;iianlian hr also rhosr by his 
own will ami plrasiin*, as he; himsi'lf drrlan's, without rrfrr- 
nmj; to any parlie*nlar riaim or nsai;r ; without ralliiiL;' thr 
Ibindits to instrnrt him, upon whom, by tbr (bntoo laws, 
thr V nai’dian.^bi j) drvolv rd. 

I admit, that in srh'rlinj^' a guardian hr did md- in ont* 
T'rsp j'l art improp<‘rly, Ibr hr rho>r thr ho\ 's faihrr, and hr 
roidd not ha\i* rhosrn a bi'ttrr iriiardian Ibi* his prrson. Ibit 
I’m* the', iidminid ration of bis ^oMTiniirnt, ipialitii's wrrr rr- 
epiirrd wbidi Ibis man did not possess. Hr sbonld ba\r 
e*lM)se*u a man of vii^on?-, rajiarity, ami dilii^rnri*; a man lit 
to mei't the i^i’rat elilliemlt ie*s of the; sitnalieMi in whie-b In; 
was to !)(* [)lar(‘d. 

Mr. Hastings, my lords, plainly trlls yon that lu* diil imt 
tbink ibr man’s talents 1»» be* ixtraordinary, and hr soon 
afu*rw’ards says that hr bail a i;re*at many inrajKU-it irs. Hr 
tidls you tbaf. br has a doubt w hrtbrr hr was i-apalih* of n al- 
izinti; Ibosi* hopes id’ n-vi-nm* wbirb br fMr. Hastinr;N) bad 
form(*d. Nor ran this br matter of womh*r, wlu*n wa* eon- 
sidrr that hr had ruined and dt'slroyrd tin* ancient system, 
the; whole srhe'iue; and trnoiir of public eiirurs, and bad sub- 
Biitutenl imlbinjjr for them but bis own arbitrary w ill. ilo 
bad fornu'd a plan of an e ntin* m \v system, in wbidi the 
g nractiral details b.ul no irleivme* to Hie exprr'rm'e- ami wis- 
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di)ni of past, a^cs. 11 1 *, did not. takn il\o ^overninont as li-i 
jouiid it; ho did Jiot take tlio system of oHieos as it was ar- 
rang'd to his hand; but ho dared to make tho wicked and 
tla;^dli<)iis (‘xporimcMit whicli I have stated; an experiment 
njxm the ]ia])piness of a niiineroiis people*, whose ])roperty ho 
liad iisurpeil and distributed in ilie manner which has been 
laid before your lordships. Tho attempt failed, and he is nv 
sponsible for tho consequenet's. 

How dared h(i to make tliese experiiuenis ? Tii what man- 
lu'r can ho bo jusiitied for playinu; fast aiul loose with tlio dear- 
est inti*resis, and ])orhaps with the? very e.xistenec*, of a Jiation ? 
Attend to tho maniuM* in w'hich ho justities himself, and you 
will iind tho whoh; sc'cret let out. “The easy aceumulaiion 
r»f too mu(;h W(‘alth,” he says, “had Ix'iMi Cheit Sink’s rum; 
it had buoyed him up with extravagant, and ill-founded no- 
tions of inde|;(*mlence, which 1 v(‘ry much wislu'd to diseour- 
aji;(* ill tho future Itajah. Soim; part, iluavfore, of tlu^ su])er- 
ahundant pro«liico in tlu*. country I tuiMieil into tho coders 
of tho sovereiipi by an aiignumtat ion of the tribute.” Who 
authorized him to Jiiake any augmentation of the tribute? 
ibit abov<* all, who aut horiziMl him to augnuMit it upon this 
princij)h*? 1 must take; care tluj tributary ])rinco does not 
gnov loo rich ; if lu^ gets rich, lu^ will gi.‘t- })roiu!. 'This t)ri- 
^oner has got a scab* likt* that in the almanac, “ war bi'g(‘ts 
|)overly, pov(‘rty j)eaei‘,” anil so on. The first ruh^ that lx? 
lays down is, that bo will keep tho now Kajah in a state of 
j)ov('i‘ty; because it ho grows rich ho will becoim^ proud, and 
behave as Cheit ISing did. You s(;o tin*, ground, foundation, 
and spirit of tho whole jiroceeding. C’h(‘it Sing was to be 
robbed. Why? Hccause he is tix) rich. 1 1 is successor is to 
hr reduced to a. misi'rable condition. Why ? Host he should 
grow rich and biH*omo troublesome. Tlui whole of his sys- 
tem is to prevent men from growing rii^h, lest if they should 
grow rich tlii'y should grow proud, and se(‘k independence. 
Vour lordships see that in this man’s opinion riches must be- 
get pridi*. I. hope your lordships will ni;ver be so poor as to 
eease to lx* ])roud ; for eeasiiig to be proud, yon will cease to 
bo indcpendeiil . 

Having rc'^olvf'd that tbo Ha jab should not groAV rich, for 
fear bo should grow jiroud a]id indepemient, ho orders him to 
pay forty hu ks oi ruuces, or JLHOOOOO. annually to the Com- 
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paiiy. Tlio tribiito luul iK'furo brcn . 0250 , 000 , and bo all at 
• onco raisfd it to £ 100,000. Did ho |)n.‘vioiisiy ini’orni iluj 
oounoil of th(*sso iiiteiitioiis ? Did ho inf'onn Ihoin of tluj 
amount of tlui j^ross colloetions of Iho country, from any 
j)ro|)t.*rly aiithonticatod accounts jn’ocurod irom any public 
ollic(? ? 

I niM'd not inform your lordships that it is a sci'ious tliitijr 
to draw out of a country, instead of £2o0.()00, an animal tri- 
Imlc of £l'00,000. 'PluTt'. were (dlwa* persons l)esi(U‘S the 
Itajah eoiieerni'd in this eiiormons lnerea.se of reviaiiu'. Tlu* 
\vlioIi> country is inleri'sled in its resoun'cs beiiiL,^ lairly esfi- 
inaled and assessi'd ; for if you overrat li thi» rovimut^ whiidi 
it is supposed to yield to ih(‘ <;ri‘at ‘^imeral collector, you ne- 
ce.'.sitato bim to ovt‘i‘rat(‘ (‘very nnd»‘r-coll(‘ct(»r, and thereby 
insiij^ato them to liarass and (►ppn'ss tlu^ pi'ople. It, is upon 
thest^ f^roimds that n\(‘ have cliar^i'd the jirisoni'i* at yonr har 
with havin:^ acted arbitrarily, illei;ally, unjustly, and t\ran- 
nically : and your lordships will b(‘ar in mind that tht‘si* acts 
\\crc done [jy his soh* aiit Inn’ity, which authority wa? ha\(* 
showm to hav(.‘ b(‘en illci^ally assumed. 

jMy lords, befort* Ik* took tlu* im|)orlant st(‘ps which I have 
just stated, Ik* consnitc'd no om* but Mr. Markham, whom Ik* 
jdaced ov(‘r tlu* new Uajah. d'he Kajah was only niiU‘toen 
years old: hut Mr. Markham undonbi(‘dly had tin* advaTdai»e 
of him in tliis respect, for he was twenty-om*. Ili* had also 
the l)(*nctit of liv(i months’ (5\p(*ricnc(^ of tlu* country ; an 
abundant expt'rii'ma* to he sun*, iny’^ lords, in a (Country wht're 
it is well know n, from tlu^ peculiar character of its inhabitants, 
that a man c.iniiot anywlu*r(*. put his foot w ithont placing it 
upon SOUK* traj) or mine, until lu* is perfectly ac(piaint(‘d with 
its localities. ^(*vertheh*ss, lu* puts tlu^ whole country and :i 
princi' of ninet(*en, as app(*ars from the evidenct*, into tlu* hands 
of Mr. Markham, a man of I weuty-(»iK'. We hav(*nod«mbt of 
Mr. JNEarkham’s capacity; but Ik* could Iiav(* no c\jM*ri<‘nc»' in 
the country ov(*r which he possi*ssi*d a i^ciu^ral cent roll ini; 
powder. Under those ( iron instances, wesnrely siiall not w'omh'r 
if this younj; man fell into error. \ do not lilodo t ivat harshly 
the (*rrors into Avbiidi a very yoiinj; p(‘rson may fall; but the 
man wdio einploys him, and puts bim into a situation for 
'whieh ho has neither capacity nor experu‘nce, is ros[)onsibl 0 
for the consequences of such an appointment ; and Mr. Hast- 
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is* iloublv n‘s^)onsiblo in this rust;, l)ri au.H- \\v plai i •! Mr, 
JM:irk)i:nn ;is iii(‘n*Iy tu «liuw 1 li;il In* dcru *! the 

aulljorily uf tin* (‘uuil ol* directors. 

Jjiit;, my lords, Icl. us prncci'd. \Vc iiiid J\lr. I Ijistii!*:;?} 
resolved to i‘\.‘iei lorly hicks IVoni Iho eouiilry, altlu)u^i;h he 
had no proof that such a tribul(‘ could bo fairly collected. 
Jlinioxtassi^^nis to this boy,llui Jiajali, emoluments amoimtini^ 
to about oCGOjOOO a year. Let us now st‘e uj)oii what ^p’ounds 
he can justify the assii^nmeiit of these emolumeids. I caii-^ 
percei\e iiou(‘ but su<*h as an* foumhal upon 1 he o[)inion of its 
heinj^ necessary to tlu* support of the Rajah’s dii^nity. iSow, 
will'll Mr. Markham, v\ ho is tlu* sole osti'Usible actor in the 
manaj^einent of tin* ni*w Jhijah, as he had been a witness to 
the deposition of tlui former, comes bi'foro you to give an a<'- 
conni of what hi* tliouglit of ('heit Sing, who appears to 
have jirojuM'Iy supported tlu* dignity of his siluaiion, ho tell.s 
you that, about, a lack or a iaek and a half (,.L* lt),t)()() or 
.Llo.tHX)) a M'ar was as miieh as I’lieit Sing could spend. 
And set tins youug creature, s^dtled iii the same count rv, and 
who was to pay U l()t),iM)() a \ear, instead of .Llioit.tKtO, 
tribute to the LomjiaiiN, was aulhori/.ed tiy Mi*. Hastings to 
ciilleet and I'cserve to his own use out of 1 he re\ emu*, 

'fliat, is to say, lu* was to reeeixe four limi's as miu'h .as w;is 
stated by .Mr. Hastings, on Mr. Markham’s e\ idenee, to lia\e 
been necessary to support him. 

Your lordships tread upon corj'Upl.ion everywheri'. Why 
W'as such a large ri'venue given to the young Itajah 1osup|)orti 
his dignity, wlu'ii, Jis lhi*y say, C’lieit Sing (lid not sjieiul 
above a lark and lialf in support of bis ; though it Is known 
he had gn‘at establishments to maintain ; that he had ('reeted 
eonsiderahle Imildings, ad(uau*d with fine gardens; and, ae- 
coriliii!'; to them, h.'id made gre;it prc'parat ions for wai'r 

Wii must at length imagine that they knew the country 
could hear tlu* impost imjujsed upon it. J :islv, how did they 
know* this? We have pnoed to you, hy a paper presented 
here hy ^Ir. IMarkliam, t hat tlu* net amouid. of t he eolleetions 
was about. it *)(),( )()(), 'fids is tlieir own aceuunt, and wa.-* 
made up, as Mr. Mai'kham says, In one of the clerks of l)ui*- 
lu'dgy^ logellier with id.s Reisiaii iiioonslieo (a- verv 

line eouneil to settle tli'* ]’(*vemie.s of the kiuf'ilom), in his 
jirii .il«‘ hoUM-. And -.villi lids account befu'e tliem, tliev 
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have oared to impose upon ilie ncclts of tliat uidiappy people 
a tribute of £400,000, together with an iiieonKj for the Rajah 
of £00,000. These sums tlic iiaib ])iirbe(lgy Sing was 
bound to furnish, and left to get them as he could. Your 
lordships will observe, that 1 s])eak of the net proceeds i/f 
(he collections. We have nothing to do with tlic gross 
aiiioiiiit. We arc speahing of what came to the public trea- 
siiry, wliich was no more than 1 have slated; and it was out 
nt* the piildie treasury (bat tliesc payments w'cre to be made, 
because tliere could be no other honest way of getting the 
innuey. 

Rut let ns now' come to the main j)f)int, Avbich is to ascer- 
tain w hat sums the country could really bear. Mr. Hastings 
ma**ita.lns (whether in the speech of his counsel or otherwise, 

! do not recollect) that the revenue of the country Avas 
vC 100,000, that it <.*oii.stan( ly paid that sum, and flourished 
uiid(‘r the payment. In answ^er to this, I rider your lordships, 
lirsi lo Mr. Markham’s declaration, and the Wassil Raakee, 
winch is in the pagi^ 1750 of the printed minutes. I next refer 
your lordshij)S to Mr. nuiican’s Jtcporls, iii])ago 2403. 7\(*- 

<*ordiug lo Mr. Duncan’s ])ublie estimal.(' of the revenue of 
Ikaiaivs, (he not coll('(dioiis of the very year Ave are speaking 
of, Avlum Durbedgy Sing liad the inanngcmient, and AA'hen 
JMr. Markham, his Persian moonshee, and a clerk in his pri- 
val'*, house, made the estimates, Avilhonfc any documents, or 
Av ill w]iat(!ver doenmeiils, or God oidy knoAvs, for nothing 
a|)ncai‘s on (he record of ihe transaction; the colleeiiona 
yioUh’d in (hat year hut £310,000, that; is, £20,000 less than 
]Mr. Markham’s estimale. Rut (a.kc it which way you Avill, 
Avlieiher you take i(, at Mr. Markham’s £3(.)0,()00, or at Mr. 
Duncan’s £31.0,000, your lordships will sec, that, after rc- 
si'rvirij.; £(;0,00(.) for his own privale expimscs, ihe Itajah 
could not rcali/.i‘ a sum nearly cipial to the tribute de- 
manded. 

Your lordships Iima^' also in evidence bid’ore you an account 
of th(' ])roduce of (he conn! ry for, I btdieve, full live yi'ara 
afliT this piM’iod, from w hich i(. apjK'ars (hat it never ri'alizc'd 
the forty Jacks, or anvthiug like it. Y^iclding only (hirty- 
scA'on and thirty-nine lacks, or lliennibouts, Avhich is £20,000 
short of Mr. irarkliam’s estimate, and £160,000 short of 
Mr. Hastings’s. (.)ii what data could the prisoner at your 

VOL. VIII. p 
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bar liave loniUMi tliis estiinair? AVIicro wore all ilic clerks 
and jMuiscddies, ^vll(.‘re Avcre all ilic inoii of business in lle- 
nai’(‘S, uho could iiavo given him cnni])l(‘t() information upon 
tlio subject? Wo do not find the iraco of any of ilieiii; all 
onr information is ]Mr. ]\J ark ham’s moonshee, and some clerk 
of Dnrbedgy Sing’s employed in Mr. Markham’s private 
eouuting-housi^, in estimating revenues of a country. 

The dis|X)sahle revenue was still further reduced by the 
jaghires Avhieh Mr. Hastings granted, but to what amount 
does not aj)j)car. He immtions tlio iucreasci in Ibe reveinn', 
by the contiscation of the estates of the Ihiboos, who luul 
been in robelliou. Tliis he rates at six lacks. Hut w’o have 
inspected the a(*counts; w^e liave examined tlu'in with that 
sedulous attention wliich belongs to tliat branch ol' the legis- 
lature that has the earti of the public reveuiu'S, and \vi* have 
not found one trace of this adilition. Wlndlier thi'seeon- 
liseations were (‘\er actually made, remains doubtful ; but if 
they were made, llie a[)pru*atlt»ii or tbe ri'cc'ipt of tla^ money 
1li(*y yielded does not a]>[)ear in any aeeonnt whatever. I 
leave your lordsliips to jinlge of tin’s. 

J3ut it may bo saiil, that Mr. Ha.^tings miglit liave been in 
ail error. If be was in an error, my lords, his (‘rnu* eon- 
tinned an (ixtraordinary length of time. The (‘rror ilstdf w as 
also extraordinary in a man of linsiness ; it was an error of 
aeeonnt. Jf his eonfidential agimt, ]Mr. Markliam, had ori- 
ginally contributed to h‘ad him into the error, he soon per- 
ceived it. He soon informed INlr. IFastings that his exp(‘et- 
ations w'ere erroneous, and that he had overrated the eountry. 
AVhat tlu-n are wt? to think of his persevering in Ibis error? 
J\rr. Hasting-^ might have formed extravagant and wild ex- 
pectations wluMi h(' was going up tlie country to plunder; 
for allow' iliat avarictj may ofhm overcalculate the hoards 
that it is going to rol). 1 f a thief is going to plunder a bank- 
er’s shop, In’s avarice, when running tlu) risk of In’s life, may- 
lead liim to imagine tlunxi is more money in the shop than 
there really is. lint wluni tins man was in ])oss(*ssioii of tho 
country, lunv came he not to know and understand the con- 
dition of it bi tter? In fact hii was well aecpiainted wdth it, 
for he has declanal it to he In’s opinion that forty lacks was 
an overrated calculation, and that the country could not 
continue to jjay tliis ’ hnleat the vm-y time liew’as imposing 
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it. You liavc this admission in page 20 Jj of tho |)rinted 
minutes ; but in the very face of it ho says, If the Eajali will 
exert liiinsclf, and continue for some years the regular ])ay- 
iiicnt, he will then grant him a remission. Thus the Jlajah 
was told, what ho well know, tliat ho was overrated, but that 
at some time or anotlu'r lie was to expoet a remission. And 
what, my lords, was the eoiidition upon which ho was to ob- 
tain this promised indnlgeneo? '.fho punctual payment of 
that which J\tr. Jiastings declares ho was not able to pay; 
and which ho could not pay without ruining the country, 
betraying his own honour and character, and acting directly 
coidrary to the duiies of tho station in which JNIr. ITastiugs 
liad jilaced him. Thus this nnfortunatii man was comjudled 
to have recourse to the most rigorous exaction, 1 hat he might 
be (Miabli'd to satisfy the exorbitant demand which had been 
made upon him. 

Ihit let us sup])oso ihat tho (‘onniry was able lo a (ford tlio 
sum at which it was assessed, and tliat nothing was re(piii\‘d 
but vigour and activity in tho Jvajah. Did iMr. Hastings 
end('av(mr to make his strength (‘tjual to th(^ task imposed 
on him? No; tho direct contrary; in jiroportion as ho 
augmented tho burthmis of this man, in just, that proportion 
ho took away his stn'iigth and j)owi‘r of siijiportiug these 
burthens. 

'fhero was not one of tin' externtil marks of lionour, which 
at t ‘Tided the government of Cdieit Sing, tliat he' did not take 
away from tho now" liajah; and sl’dl, when tliis now man 
came to his new authority, dejirived of all external marks of 
eonse(pien(!e, and di'graded in tho opinion of his snhjc'ets, lio 
was to extort from his people an additional revemio, jiayahlo 
to tho Company, of liftooii lacks of nipi'os mori' than was 
])aid by tin? late Uajab, in all tbe plenitude of undivided 
authority. To iueroaso this dillieiilty si ill more, th(‘ father 
and guardian of this inoxperieiieed youth was a mail who 
Jiad no credit or reputation in tho coiiiitry. This ciroum- 
staiici^ alone was a sutliciont drawback from tbe weight of 
his authority; but J\lr. Hastings took care tliat lie should bo 
divested of it altogether ; for, as imr ebargo states, ho placed 
jiim under tins immediate direction of ]\lr. Markbaui ; and 
consequently Mr. Markham wms the govm-nor of tbe country 
Could a man, with a reduced, divided, contemptible aiitboritv, 



G8 


BPEKCJl IN TIIK IMPEA-CIIMENT OF 


vi'uiiirc to strike sucli bold and liardy strokes as would bo 
eflicient, without biMiig oppressive ? Could he, or any other 
man, thus bound and sliacklcd, execute such vigorous and 
energetic measures as were necessary to realize such an enor- 
mous tribute as was imposed upon this unhappy country P 
JMy lords, I must now call your altoTition lo another cir- 
cumstar](*e, not mentioned in tluj charge, but connected with 
the appointment of the new Jhijali, and of his iiaib, Durbedgy 
h>lng, and deiuoustrative of the unjust and cruel treatment 
lo which they were exposed. It appears, from a leiltT pro- 
duced her(' hy JMr. Markham (upon whi(*h kind of corre- 
spond('nce‘ .1 sliall hike thii liberty to remark hereat’tiT), that 
the Kajah lived in perpetual apjirehension of being removed, 
and that a person called Oossaun Sing was intended as his 
successor. Mr. Markham, in one ])art of Ids correspondence, 
li‘lls you that the Kajali did not intend to hold tlie goveru- 
ment any longer. Why? Upon a point of right, nauu*ly, 
lhat h(^ did not possess it upon I he same advaiiiageous ti?rms 
as Cheit Sing; but iie tells you in another letUu* (and this 
is a juucli ladder key to tlui whole transaction), that he was 
in dn‘ad of that Oossaun !Sing whom I liave just mentioned. 
'rhi| man Mr. Hastings k(‘pt ready to terriiy the Jhijali ; and 
voi^wilv, in tlu* course of these Iraiisai'tions, si*(' tl»at Ihm'C is 
a man in India, of any consideration, against wliom JMr. 
.Hastings did not keep a kind of pretender, lo keep him in 
continual awe. This Oossaun fciing, whom IMr. .1 Tastings 
brought up with him to IJcnares, was tlrt‘aded by (’heit ISiiig, 
not less than by bis successor. AV’^e (ind that lu? was at tirst 
mimiuatod naib or acting governor of the country, but had 
never been ]mt iu actual ])oss(*ssion of this higli ollict^, and 
Durbe Sing was appointed lo it. Although Oossaun 
8iug was thus removed, he continued liis ])relensioiis, and 
constantly solicited the olliei'. '^Jhus the poor man appoint- 
ed by Mr. Hastings, and actually in possession, was not only 
ealli'd upon to perforin tasks beyond bis strength, but was 
ovoraw'i'd by ]\Ir. Markham, ami ierrilied by Oossaun Sing 
(the mortal enemy of the family), who, like an accusing licnd, 
was continually at bis ])ost, and unceasingly reiterating his 
accusations. This Oossaun ISing was, as Mr. Markham tells 
you, one of the eanses, of tlie Itajah’s eonthiiicd dejection and 
desp'mdency ; but it dots not appear that any of these cir- 
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cuiHst.'incf's Aveiv evri* laid before the coinieil ; the whole 
passed between Mr. Hastings and Mr. Markham. 

JMr. IJastings havijig by his arbitrary will thus disposed of 
the revenue and of the lauded property of Jleiuires, we will 
now trace his further proceedings and their oftects. He 
found the country most flourishing in agriculture and in 
Irade; but not satisfied with the experiment ho had made 
uj)oii the gov(‘rnm('nt, upon the revcuiues, upon Ihe reigning 
family, ami upon all the landed property, ho resolved to mak(^ 
as bold and as jjovt'l an experimejit upon the commercial in- 
terests of the country. Aectnalingly ho cjitircly changed that 
])art of the revenue sysl,(‘in whieli affects trade and eoinnicrce, 
the lil'e and soul of a state. Without any advice that we 
know of, excej)t Mr. Markham’s, he sat down to change in 
every ])oint the whole coimiuTcial system of that country; 
and lui (‘Heided tluM^hango upon the same arbitrary principles 
Mliieh htj had belong atded upon, namely, his own arbitrary 
will. AVe ar(5 fold, indei'd, that ho consiilred h:mk<'rs anti 
mt'rchants; but wlii'ii vt)ur lordships shall Itavo learned what 
biis happened from this ex])eriment, you will easil}^ see 
whetlit‘ 1 * he did resort to proper sources of inlbrmation or 
in»t. Vou will se(‘, that the mischief whieh lias lia]H)ened 
has proceeded irom the exercise of arbitrary powt'r. Arbi- 
Irarv j)ower, my lords, is always a miserable creature. AVlu . 
a. man once adopts it as the principle of bis actions, no one 
tiares to tt;ll liiin a truth; no out* dart's to give him any in- 
hirmation that is disagreeable to him ; lor all know that their 
life and fnH tine tlepeiid nptui bis eajirice. 'finis the man 
wht) lives in the exercise of arbitrary powtT condemns him- 
st If to eternal ignorance. Of this the prisoner at your bar 
ailbrdvS us a striking example. This man, 'without adviet*, 
without assistance, and without resourct', ('xce])t in liis ttun 
arbitrary pow'or, stiipitlly ignorant in liiinst'lf, anti ])nired up 
with the constant companion t)f igiuiranct', a bliiitl ])r(‘sijmp- 
titm, alters the systt'in tif commereial iinjHists, ami thereby 
ruined the whole trade of the country, li'aving no one part of 
it midestroyed. 

Let mo now call your lordships* atteiiLit)!! to his assumption 
of poAver, without one xvord of commuuieation with the 
council at Calcutta, wluu'o the whole of these Iradiiig regu- 
lations might and ought to have bei‘n eonsidered, and w here 
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thoy could have been deliberately examined and determined 
upon. By this assumption, the couiu;il Avaa [)laeed in the 
situation ^vll^ell I liave belbre described ; it must either eon- 
lirm liis :u.*ts, or again undo everything which had been 
(lone. Ue liad j)mvided, not only against rc'sistance, but 
almost against any iiupiiry into his wild projects. Jle liad, 
by his opium contracts, ])ut all vigilance asleej) ; and by his 
bullock and other contracts, he had securi'd a variidy of con- 
c(^aled interests, botli abroad and at home. He Avas sun? of 
the ratilii^ation of his acts by tlui council, Avhenever ho 
should ]dease to inform them of his measures; and to his 
seert't intlu(‘nee la.^ trnst(‘d for iim)unity in his career of 
tyranny and oppression. 

Jn bringing b(‘lbrt; y(»u his arbiti‘ary mode of impcAsing 
duties, i beg to remind your lordshij)s, that wh(‘n I (‘xamined 
JMr. jMarkliain, (‘oiu.vrning the imposing of a duty of five pi'r 
cent., instead of the former duty of two, J asked him, whether 
that live ])er c(‘nt. Avas not laid on in such a manner as uttca’ly 
to (extinguish tlm trade; and Avludher it Avas not, in (‘fleet 
and substance', live times fis much as had b(‘en paid belbrt'. 
W'liat Avas his ansAWjr ? Why, that many ])lans Avhich, 
Avhen considered in the (*loset, look spe'cious and plausibh*, 
Avill not hohl when tiny come to be tri(‘d in praidha^, and 
that this plaii Avas ofie of th(*m. Th(‘ additional (Iuti(‘s, said 
ho, have nev(‘r since b(‘en exacted. I>ut, my lords, the very 
attemjit to exact thmu utU'rly ruined the tra(l(^ of llu; coun- 
try. They Avero imposed upon a visionary tlu'ory, formed in 
his own ch»set, and the result was exactly what might have 
b('en antici|)ated. AV’^as it not an abominabhi thing in iMr. 
Hastings to withhold iroiu the council the UK'ans of ascer- 
taining the real operation of big taxes? He had no know- 
h'dge of trade himself; he cannot keep an account; he has 
no memory. In fact, Ave lind him a man possess(‘d of no one 
quality lit for any kind of business AvhatoAmr. AVc find him 
pursuing his own visionary proj(3cts, Avithout knowing any- 
thing of the nature or the circaimstances under Avliich the 
trade of tlu? coinitry Avas cari-icjd on. Ti»es(5 projects might 
have looked very piausihle ; hut Avhou you come to examine 
tlm actual state of the trade, it is not merely a dilferonce be- 
tween five and two per cent., but it be(!omes a dillerent mode 
of estiihatiijg tlie coiumodily, and it amounts to five times as 
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much as was paid l)eroro. Wehring this as an exemplifica- 
tiuii of this cursed mode of arl)itrary proceeding, and to 
show you his tolal iji^norancc of the subject, and liis total in- 
diM(*r(uice about th(^ event of the measure he was pursuinp;. 
When lie lieo-au 1o ])('n*(MV(5 his blumlei-s, he ru'ver took any 
jiieaus whab'ver to put the new rei^ulations, which these blun- 
ders had made necessary, into execu(i(fli, but he left nil this 
mischitwoiis project l.o ray^e in its full extent. 

I hav(‘ shown y(‘ur lonlships how^ he managed the private 
j)roj)('rty of eoindry, Imw Ik' maiini^ed the ‘governments 
amt how he manae;t‘d tlie irade. 1 am now' to call your lord- 
ships’ albuilioii io souu'of fht‘ eonscMpii'iici's which have re- 
sidual IVom the inslan‘*(‘s of manae;iMnrut , nr rattier ‘i;ross 
mi .manai^iMuiuil, w hich have been hroui^ht befoi’eyou. Your 
Inrdsliips will r(‘eolle<*t that none of these violent and arbitrary 
imaisures, either in llieir conception or in the progress of their 
e\(‘eution,were olficially made known to the council. And you 
w ill observe, as Ave proved, that the same criminal concealment 
existcal with n'spect to the fatal eonse([uenees of these acts. 

Arii'r till' lliolit of (du'it 8in^, the rt'venues wiu'O jainctually 
paid by the nail) l)nrbe(li!:y Sing, month by month, kist by 
kist, until the month of duly, and IIumi, as the country had 
siitrered some distress, tlic nail) wished this kist or instalment 
to he throw'll on tlie iu‘xt month. You will ask, why be 
ws.died to bui’tbeii this montli b('yond I In* ri’st ? 1 reply, the 

u ison A\as ol)vi()us *, tlii' monlli of \ ui;nst is the last of the 
y< ar. and he would at its exjiiration have the advanla^e of 
vi'wvini.i[ the receipts of the whole year, and ascertainini; the 
rlaim of the <*onii(;ry to the remission of a part of the annual 
liihute Avhich Mr. llastini^s had promised, ])rovidcd the in- 
stalments werti paid n^i^nlarly. It was Avell known to every- 
body that the country had snllered vi'ry considerably by the 
revolt, and by a droiinbt wbieb jirevaihal that year. The 
Kajali therefore expected to avail himself of Mr. Hastings’s 
nattering promise, and to save by tlie dc'lay tlie payment of 
,one of the two kists. Jlut mark thi' cinirso that Avas taken; 
the two kists were at once demanded au the end of the year, 
and no remission of tribute Avas allow ed. By the promise of 
remission, Mr. Hastings tacitly acknowledged that the Rajah 
W'as overburtbened ; and be admits that tlie payment of the 
July kist was postponed at the Rajah’s OAvn desire. He must 
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liave noon Uie Uajah’rt motive Ikh* desiring delay, iiml he ought 
to have taken earo that this poor man should not be oppressed 
and ruined by tliis coinplia-ncc with requests founded on such 
motives. 

So passed the year 1781. No complaints of arrears in 
Durbedgy Sing’s payments appear on record before the month 
of April, 1782 ; and I wish your lordships seriously to advert 
to the circumstances attending the evidence respecting tliese 
arrears, which has been produced for tluj first time by the 
prisoner in his defence liere at your bar. This cvidmiee do(\s 
not app(‘ar in the Company’s records ; it tloes not appear in 
the book of the Ihuiares correspondenee ; it docs not ap[)car 
in any dociiUH'iits to which Die Commons could have access; 
it was unknown to the directors, unknown to the council ; 
unknown to the residents, IMr. Markham’s successors Jit 11c- 
nares ; unknown to the searching and inquisitive eye of the 
(Commons of (Ireat Jlritaiii. This important cvidtuuui was 
tirawji out of JMr. Markham’s pocket, in tiie preseneij of your 
lordships. It consists of a private corri'spoiKhMiee Avhich lu^ 
c*arriod on with Mr. Hastings, unknown to the eouneil, afttu* 
Durbedgy {Sing had been appointed nail); al’ler the new go- 
vernment lind been established, after Mr. 1 fastings had cpiil.t<‘({ 
that province, and had apparently wholly abandomal it; and 
wlieii tlierc was no reason whalevm’ why the correspoiuhMice 
should not be public. This j)rivate correspomlenci'. of Mr. 
Markham’s, now produccnl for the first time, is full of the bit- 
terest eoiiiplaiuts against Durbedgy 8iiig. Tliese elaiuli'st ine 
complaints, these uuderliand means of acfcoinplisliing the 
ruin of a man, without the kiiowhMige of his true and jirojxT 
judges, we produce to your lonlshijis as a lu'avy aggravation 
of our charge, and as a proof of a wicked conspiracy to de- 
stroy the man. Eor if Hiere was any danger of his falling 
juto arrears when the heavy accumulati'd lusts came upon 
him, the council ought to have known that dangcu' ; tliey 
ought to have known every particular of these cotiqilaints ; 
for Mr. Hastings liad then carried into elfect Jiis own ])Iaris. 

I ought to have particularly marked for your lordships’ 
attention this second tira of clandestine (lorrcspondeneo be- 
tween Mr. Hastings and Mr. Markham. It commenced after 
Mr. Hastings had quitted Benares, and had nothing to do 
with it but as Goveriior-Geiicral ; even after bis exlraordinary 
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and, as we contend, illegal power had com])li‘tely expired, tlio 
same daudesiine correspondernfe was carried on. IJo appa- 
rently considered 13enarcs as his j)riva.te property ; and jnst 
as a man acts with his private steward about his private 
estate, so he acted witli the resident at iieiiarcs. He receives 
irom him and ansAvers letters containing a series of com- 
plaints against Durbedgy Sing, wdiiidi began in April, and 
continued to the month of November, williout making any 
public coinmiJiiieation of them, lie n(?v('r laid one word of 
tliis correspondence before tbo council until tlu^ 20th of No- 
Vi'inher, ami he had then completely settled tin) fate of this 
Durbedgy Sing. 

This clandestine correspondence wc charge against him 
as an act of rebellion ; for he was bound to lay before the 
council the whole of bis correspondence relative to the riv 
v(niue, and all the other affairs of the country. \W ebargt‘ it 
not only as rebellion against the orders of the (kimpany and 
the laws of the land, but as a wicked plot to destroy this 
man, by d(‘priviiig him of any o|)j)orl.iinity of did'ending him- 
self bi'lbri* the (Council, his lawful judges. 1 wish to impi-ess 
it slrongly on your lordships’ minds, that neither this com- 
plaints of Mr. j\larkhain nor the exculpations of J)urbedgy 
»Sing wore ever made known till Mr. Markham was examined 
in t his hall. 

'rhe lirst iniiination afforded the conneil of what bad been 
going oil at Jlena res, from April, 1782, at which iimo JMr. 
Maikbam says the complaints against Diirbi'ilgy Sing bad 
risen to serious importamre, was in a letter dat i'd the 27tli of 
Novembc]* Iblhnving. This letter was sent to the council 
from Nia Serai, in the (langes, Avlu*re JMr. Hastings liad re- 
tired for the benefit of the air. During the whole time ho 
xvas in Calcutta, it docs not appear upon the records that ho 
had over hdd any ctimmunicatiou xvith t he council upon the 
snhject. The letter is in the ])riiited minutes, page 208, and 
is as follows : “ The C overnor-( leneral — I desire tlie secretary 
to lay the accompanying lettei-s from Mr. Markham before 
the hoard, and re([uest that orders may be immediately sent 
to liim eoiKHuming the subj(*cls contaim^d in them. It may 
be necessary to inform the board, that on repeated informa- 
tion from Mr. Markham, which indeed was confirmed to mo 
beyond a doubt by other chaniuds, and by rrivate assurances 
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M’liich r could trust, that the altUirs of that province were 
likely to fall into the gn*atest confusion from the misconduct 
of Baboo TJurbed^y Sin^, whom i had appointed the naib; 
fearing the dangerous consequences of a (h^hiy, and btung at 
too great a distance to consult tlu^ nuunbers ot* the board, 
who L knew could ri‘pos(i that conlideiuaj in iny local know- 
ledge as to admit of this occasional (exercise of my own sepa- 
rate aulhority, 1. wrote to J\lr. Markham tlu^ hotter to which 
lu^ alliuh's, (lati'd t he 20th of S(‘pt('mb(‘r last, of which I Jiow 
lay beforii tlui board a copy. The lirst of tlui accompanying 
h^ttiTS from Mr. Markham arrivtal at a time wh(*n a st'vt rs 
r(‘turn of my lal(i illness obliged mci, hy tluj advice of my 
])hysi(*ians, to h‘ave (Calcutta for the biMielit of the country 
air, and prevtmtiMl mo from bringing it earlier before the no- 
tice of the board.” 

I have to reimirk upon this ])art of the letter, that he claims 
for himself an ex('rcis(^ of bis own autliority. Ib'^ had now 
no dcb'gation, and tluavdore no claim to se[)arato a\ithority. 
.ll() was only a member of the board, obliged to do every- 
thing according to the decision of the majority, and yet he 
.s|)caks of his own S(‘parat(‘ authority; and alb'r conqdiimmt- 
ing himself, h(^ r(‘(|uest.s its contirmation. 'Pho complaints 
of Mr. iMarkham had been iiicroasiiig, growing, and multiply- 
ing upon him, from tlu^ month of A])ril preceding, and he had 
never given the least intimation of it to the boaril until ho 
wrote this h'tter. 'Phis was at so late a ])eriod that lui then 
says, the time won’t wait for a r(*medy ; { am ol)lig(‘d to ns(i 
my own sej)arat(! authorify : although lu^ had luul ahundant 
time for laying tin* whole matb'r hefon' the eoiineil. 

Jle next g«i(\s on to say, “ It had inih'cd betm my intmi- 
lioii, but for the same cause, to have recpiested the instruc- 
tions of the board for tlu^ conduet of l\lr. Markham, in tho 
dillieidlics xvhich lie had to eneountc^r immediately after tho 
dato of iny letter to him ; and to lia vo recommended tho 
substance of it, Ibr an order to tho board.” 

He seems to have ])roinised Mr. Markham that, if the vio- 
limt act whieli Mr. Markham proposed, and which be, ^Ir. 
Hastings, ordered, was carried into execution, an authority 
should be proennid from the board, ile, however, did not 
get Mr. Markham such :m authority. VV^hy ? Beeanso ho 
was resolved, as ho has lold you, to act by his own separate 
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autlioriiy ; and Decaiiae, ns he lias likewise told you, that lie 
disobeys the orders of llie court of directors, and delica the 
laws of the country, as a si‘j;nal of his authority. 

Now, vvliat does he recoininend’ to the board? That it 
will be ])leased to conlirrn iiie ap|U)inlinent which Mr. Mark- 
haiM made in ob(‘di(Mice to Ins individual orders, as w(‘ll as the 
directions which he had i^iven liim, to exact from llaboo 
Diirbed^y Sintif, with tlu^ utmost rigour, every rupee of the 
enlh'e.tioiis ; ami eitlua* to confiiu! him at lleiiares, or send 
him to (.Mninar, and imprison him tluM't', nni il thi^ whole of 
his arrears W(‘r(i paid ii]). ll('n> ilu'n, my lords, yon ha>e, 
what ])lalnly app(‘ars i'l evm-y act of Mr. Hastings, a fi'cHiitr 
of resentimmt for some personal injury. “1 feel luystdf,*’ 
says *a‘, “and may l)e allowed on such an occasion toaeknow- 
]edi(<‘ it, p(‘rsonally hurt at the inij^ratitiuh^ of tin’s man, and 
th(^ disenalit which his ill conduct has thrown on my aj)- 
pcMid.imait of him. The ilajah liimself, scarcely arrived at 
the V(‘roe of manhood, was in understandinjj; but little ad- 
vanced b('vond iiu^ term of childhood ; and it had been ihe 
j)i.liev of (du‘it Min^ to ke(‘p him eipially s(*eluded from tlui 
world and from busiiu'ss.” This is th(5 chai*aeter JMr. Jlast- 
in^s giv(‘s of a man whom he appoint(;d to govern the 
i'ountry. lie goes on to say of l)urb(‘dgy Sing; — “Ashe 
was alhiwed a jaghire of a very liberal amount, to enable 
him to maiidaiu a slate and conseipiimee, suitable both to llu' 
nda- ion in which h<^ stood to the Itajah and the high ollice 
\vhi< h had b('en assigned to him, ami suflieient also to fr(*tj 
him from the temptation of little and mean pi'culalions, it is 
tlH'refore my opinion, and I recommend that Mr. Markham 
be ordered to divest him of his jaghire, and reunite} it to tluj 
malgu'/y.ary, or llie land paying its revenue', through the 
llajab, to the Ceimpany. 

“The opposition made by the Jbijah anil the old Itannee, 
both ccjualJy incajaiblo of judging for themselves, do e^ertaiidy 
originate fj-om some secret iiilluciicc, Avliicli ought to be 
checked by a decieled and peremptory eleedaration of the au- 
thority of the board, and a eleininciation of their displeasure 
at their ])resumption. If tlu^y can be induced to yield the 
appcaraiKv of a cbecriiil acijuicscriKV in the; now arrange^ment 
and to adopt it as a measure formed with their participa tion, 
it would be better than that it should bo done by a declared 
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act of conipiilj^iuii ; but at all events it oiii^ht to bo done.*' 
My lords, it had b(*en already done; tlu^ iiaib uas dismissed; 
be was imprisoned; liis jagbire was eonliscated ; all these 
tlungs were done by Mr. Hastings’s orders. He had resolved 
to take the whole upon himself; lie had acted upon that 
resolution belbre ho addressed this letter to the board. 

Thus, my lords, was this unhappy man punislu'd without 
any ])r(ivious trial, or any charges, exec'ut the eomplaints of 
Mr. ISlarkham, and some other privab* iaforinatioii which M r. 
Hastings said he had received. Hei'ore the poor object of 
these (aimplaiuts could make up his accounts, belbre a single 
step was taken, judicially or ollicially, to convict him of any 
criuK*, he was stmt to prison, and his private estates contis- 
cated. 

My lords, the Commons of Great llritain claim from you, 
that no man sball he imprisoned till a regular charge is made 
against bim, and the accused fairly heard in his defence. 
Tlx'y claim from you, that no man shall be imprisom'd on a 
matter of account, until tlic account is settled beiw(‘(‘n tlie 
])a.rti(‘S. -And elaiming this, wo do say, that the |)risoiU‘r’s 
conduct towards Hurbedgy Sing was illegal, unjust, violent, 
and oppressive. The imprisonment of this man w as clearly 
illegal on the ])art of Mr. Hastings, as lu^ acted without the 
authority of tlui eouueil, and doubly oj)pressiN (', iis Ibe iinjiri- 
soiied man was tliereb}^ disabled from st'ttling Ids aeeoiint 
witli tlie numberless sub-accountants whom he bad to di‘al 
w ilb in tlu' eolh‘ctioii of the revenue. 

Having now' done w ith these w icked, tlagit ions, abaudomil, 
and abominable acts, I sliall proct'cd to tlie extraordiiiaiy 
powers given by Mr. Hastings to bis instriiineut, ]Mr. Mark- 
ham, who Avas employed in perpetrating tliese acts, and to 
the very extraordinary insiriictiojis which he gave this in- 
striimmit for liis conduct in the execution of the power in- 
trust ed to liiin. In a letter to Mr. M arkham, he says, “ 1 need 
not loll you, my dear sir, that I possess a A'ery higli opinion 
of your abilities, and that I rt'pose the utmost eoulidence in 
your integrity.” He might have had reason for both, but he 
scarc(dy left to M r. M arkham the use of eitluT. He arbitra- 
rily imposed upon him the tasks which be ivished him to 
execute, and lui engaged to bear out his nets by his ow n 
powt‘r. ^‘b"rom your long residence at Benares,” says he, 
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“juul from ilic part you have had in ilio husincss of that 
zomiiiclary, you Jiuist ecrfaiiily host kiiow the ineii ^vl^o are 
most, rapahle and descr viuj^ of publie cmployiiieiit. From 
ainon^ these I authorise you to nominate aiiaib to tlio llajah, 
in th(i room of J)ui*hc(l«i[y Hin^, whom, on account of liis ill 
conduct, 1 think it ncc('ssary to dismiss from that oflict*. It 
will be luirdly necessary to ox(iopt Oossaun Sing from tln^ 
(h‘S(Ti]»tioii of men to whom 1 have limited your choice, y(?t 
it may not he improper to apprize you, that I will, on no 
lerms, consent to his being nail). Jn toruiing th(* arrajige- 
ments eons(‘(pient upon this new appointment, I. r(‘(|uest you 
w ill, as far as you can w ith propriety, adopt those which were 
iti us(‘ during the life of Jlulwant Sing; so far, at least, as to 
liavt' (h .liiu^t olliees for disl inet purpose's, independent of each 
oliuT, and witli proper men at the liead of each; so tliat om^ 
olllce may delect or prevemt any" abuses or irrt'gnlarities in 
tin' otlu'rs, and togeth(*r form a system of reciprocal (ibecks. 
I 'poll that principle 1 desire you will in ])nrtieuiap establish, 
iMider whatever name's, one e)llie*(^ e)f reejcipts, ami aneilluT of 
treasury; the) eiflie'e'rs of beith must bo r(\sponsiblo for tho 
truth anel re-gularity of tlu'ir re'sjie'ctivo ae*ce)uiits, but not sub- 
jert in the' statenu'iil of tlu*m to tho e'emired or inleTferc'iiee of 
the ixajah or naib ; nor sheulel tlu'y be removable at ])le'asiiro, 
but for inanilest miscoiidiie^t only. At tbej lu*ael eif one or 
ollie'i* of the'se olliees 1 conlel wish to see tim late Jh)xey 
.Itogeie l-K'i' Uyall; his cemdue'tiu his former oHie*i',his bi'liavieiiir 
e)n the revolt ed* Clieit Sing, and part icularly at the fall of 
-Ihrljigur, togetluu’ with bis gemcral eliaraeter, prove) him 
wen-tby eif omployiiient anel e)f the ne)tie;e of emr ge)vcrnment. 
It is possible that he may have edijections to holding an eitfiee 
muh'i* the' present Fajah ; olfer him one, he)A\ e'vt'r, anel let- him 
know that you do so by my dire'ctiojis.” lie then go(»s on 
to say, “ J)e) ned, wholly neglect the Itajah ; consult with iiim 
m appcaraiu'c, but iu appearance emly. Ills situation ivepiire's 
that you slioultl do that much ; hut his youth and iiit'xperi- 
. ne*e lorbid that ye)u simuld do more.’’ 

iou sc'c, my lemls, he has e*omplete‘ly put the) whede; go- 
ve'nmu'ut. inte> the lianels of a man w ho had no name, ediaracte'r, 
or ollielal situation, but tiuit of the Company’s resident 
at that place. Lot ns now see wdiat is the office of a resident. 
It is to rejside at the court of the native prine'e, to giv3 
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the council notice of the trausacilons that arc going on^ 
tJicr(‘, jiiul to take care that the tribute be regularly paid, kisfc 
by kist; but wo have sctii that Mr. Markham, the resident 
at, Ihmares, was invested by Mr. Hastings wdth supreme au- 
thority in iliis unhap])y country. Ho was to name whoevtir 
he pleased to its govi'rnmont, with the OA'ception of Oossaun 
Sing, and to drive out the person who harl ])osscssed it iind(‘r 
an authoritiV Avhich could only be nnoked by the council. 
Thus IMr. .nasiiiigs d(‘legated to Mr. Markham an authority 
w hich he himself did not rc‘ally possi'ss, and which could 
only bo h'gally CAcrciscd through the mi'diiim of the 

council. 

With respect to Hurhedgy Sing, he adds, Ho has dis- 
honoured my <‘hoice of him.’* J/z/clu/ice of liim 1 “ It now 

oidy remains to guard against the ill (dli'ets of his miseon- 
duct, to (h'iect and punish it. I’o this end I dc'slre tliat the 
otliecM’s to he ap])ointed in consequence of ih(‘se iustruc'lions 
do, wil li as ninch aeenraey and expialit ion as possible, make ont 
an aeeount of the receipts, dishurvsements, and transactions of 
.Durhedgy vSing, during the time he has acted as nail) of the 
zemiiulary of Ih'nares ; and 1 desin*. yon will, in my nam(\ 
assure liim, that unless lie ])ays at tin? limited lime evmy 
rupee of tlu) n'vejiue due to the Company, liis lih; shall answiT 
for the default. I need nut caution you to provide against 
his ilight, and tlic removal of his effects.” He here, says, my 
lords, that he Avill delect and ])unish him ; hut the first thing 
he does, without any dctiMdicm, even hed'ore the accounts he 
talks of are made up, and without knowing Avludlim* he has 
got the moiK'v or not, he declares that Iki will have every 
paid at the time, or otherwise the naib’s life shall pay 

for It. 

Is this the hingiiagc' of a British governor; of a person 
apjioiiited to govei-n, hj/ law, nations suhje<*t to the dominion 
and under the protection of this kingdom ? Is ho to order a 
man to be first imprisoned and deprivi'd of his property ; then 
for an inquiry to bo made, and to declare, during that inquiry, 
that if eviTy rupee of a presumed embezzlement be not paid 
up, the life of his victim shall answer for it ? And ac(rord- 
ingly this man’s lifi' did answer for it, as 1 have already liad 
occasion to ruentio. to your lordships. 

\ will now read Mr. IMarkham’s letter to the ■'■•ouncil, in 
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vMcli lie €*ntcrs into the diaries ap;ainist Durboclgy Sing, 
liflor tliis unlia])|)y man had hoeii iinprisoiu'd. 

I)Ciiaros, of October, ] 782. — “I am sorry tliat my duty 
obligi's me to mention to your lionourablc) board my appre- 
liensions of a severe loss accruing to the hojionrable Com[>iiny, 
if Ihiboo Durbedgy Sing is eoiitinuod in tlui naibut during 
I Ik* present year. I ground my Tears on the knowhalge 1 
had of his mismanagement; thci bad choice he has made of 
his aumils; tiie mistrust which they have of him; and tlie 
several com|)laints which have been pridiuTed to me by llu^ 
ryotts of almost every perguiniah in the zemiiidary. I did 
not choose to Avaste the time of your honourable hoard in 
listening to my representations of his inatt(‘nfcion tothecom- 
]>hilnts (tf oppression Avhich were made to him by his ryotts, 
as I hoped that a l(;tt(*r he reeeived from thi^ honourahle (io- 
\ enun-l bMUM’al would hav(^ had weight sidlieitMit li) have mado 
him more regular iu his l)usiuess, and morc^ candid of Ids 
son’s inten'sl.” 

My lonls, think of the eondili<m of your government in 
-India! .Il('re is a n'sidc'nt at IJenares (wmrising power not 
given to liiiii by virtue of his olliee, l)iit giveji oidy by ihti 
]>rivate orders of the j)risou('r at your bar. J^nd Avliat is it he 
do(\s ? lie says, he did not elioose to trouble the eoumdl 
wilh a ])articuhir account of his reasons for rmiioving a man 
AN ho ])()ssossed a liigh ofllec under their immediate appoiiit- 
iiK'iit. The couindl Avas not to knoAV them ; In* did m)t 
elioosti to waste tin*, time of their hononrahh*. ])oard in listi'iiing 
to the eompiaiiits of tin* [)eo])le. JNo ; the honourahle ])oar(l 
is not to have its tinu? n-isted in that improp»*i’ niann(*r; 
therefore, Avithout tin? least iinpiiry or iinpMsition, Die ma?i 
Kiiist 1)0 imprisoned, and deprived of his olliee : he must have 
ail his property coiifiscaie.d, and be threatened Avith the loss 
“f his life. 

Those are eriines, my lords, for Avhieh the Commons of 
tiroat Jiriiain knock at the breasts of your eonscit'nees, and 
call f<.'r jiistieo. They Avonld think themselves dishonounnl 
,/for ever, if they had not brought these crimes before your 
iordshi|)s, and with the utmost eiK’rgy demanded yonr 
viiidi(*tive ju8tic(*, to the fullest extent iu which it can bo 
rendered. 

But there are some aggravating eirenmstanees in these 
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crime's, uliicli 1 have not yet stated. It appears that this 
iM\hap|iy and injured man was, wilhont any solicitation of 
his own, j)laced in a siiualion, tlie duties of whhdi even Mr. 
llasiini^s considered it iinpossihlo for him to execaitc. In- 
stead of supporting him with the couidenanco of the su- 
preme "ovc'rnmont, l\Ir. Hastings did eviTy tiling to h*ssen 
Ins wei_i;ht, his cons<Mpience, and authority. And when the 
hiisiness of the; collection hecame embarrassed, without any 
fault of his, that has ever yet lunm proved, Mr. Markham in- 
stituted an impiiry. AVhat kind of impiiry it was that would 
or could be made, your lordships Avill judi^e. While this was 
on, Mr. Markham tells yon that in eonseiinencc of or- 
(lers which lu'. had receivinl, lie first pnt him into a gentle 
eonliiK'inent. Your lordsiiips know what that confuienient 
Avas ; and you know Avhat it is for a man of his rank to bo 
])ut into any conlineinent. \V(5 have shown he Avas tlua’diy 
incapable of 1 ransneiing business. His lift' had been threat- 
en<‘(l, if be should not pay in I lie balanee of his aceounts 
Avithin a short limit'd time; still he Avas siihjected to eon- 
linemeiit whih^ he had money accounts to sidtle with the 
Avhole country. Could a man in gaol, dishonoun'd and rejiro- 
1»at(‘d, lake elU'c'tual nu'ans to n'covia* tlu) arrears Avhich he 
was called upon to ])ay ? Could lu*, in such a situation, re- 
cover tin; money Avhich Aviis unpaid to him, in such an exUai- 
siv(^ district as Benari'S? Yet Mr. Markham lolls the coun- 
cil, lu; thought proper “that Hiirhedgy Sing should he put 
uucer a gmitle conlineinent, until 1 sliall receive your hon- 
ourable board’s ordi'rs lor any future measures.’* Thus Mr. 
Mari’harn, Avilhout any orders from the council, assumed an 
authority C* do that Avhich Ave asst'rt a resident at Benares 
had no rigid to do; hut to Avhich lu; was instigated by jNFr. 
llasluigs’s rei’omnuMulal iou that Durhedgy Sing should bo 
])rev(‘n1(d from tligld. 

Ah)w, my lords, was it io be expected that a man of Uur- 
bedgy Sing’s rank sliouhl suller these bardsliips and indigni- 
ties, and at Ihe same time kiss the rod and say, I have 
deserved ii all ? We know lhat all mankind revolts at op- 
pn'ssion, if it he real. W«* know- lhat men do not willingly 
submit to punishment, just or unjust ; and Ave ilnd that Dur- 
bedgy Sing luul near n latives, w ho used for his relief all the 
pOAA'er w hich Avas le: them, — lhat of remonstrating with his* 
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J|)pr('SS(trH. Two ar/,it‘?s, or |)(‘lii.iooa, wrro ]»ros(.Mi1(‘(l Iv) tlio 
orA\!nr]i wo shall iirst mil Innlsliijjs’ atl('!ili(ni 

to olio iVoin till'- (lu\vatj;i‘r prinooss ot‘ la'iiaivs, in lavoiir nt 
hoj' i liiiil and of lior fainily. 

Ihti h*aimoo, Avidow of Hidwnid ■^Sinl,^ ri'oi'iM'd lli»> 
lodi of Doooinhor, .17Sli : — 1 and iny ohildron liavo no liopi's 
hnt iroin your hiji^linosH, and onr honour and rank an; ho* 
slowed by yon. — Mr. Markham, irom the adviee of my oni'- 
lilies, havinjjj proleeted the farmers, Avonld not permit the 
lialanees to he colleett'd. Ibdxio Dnrlx'dyy Sin;^ froipiontly 
hofon; di'sin'd that ^naith'inan to sliow^ liis n'sentment airainst 
the people Avhoowod ])aIaneo.s, Ihat iho lialama's mii;ht ho 
eollooted, and to ^ivi' ease; to his mind for the; prt'Seiit \ear, 
ooidoriii.djl V to tlu' ri'ipu'sts sii^ned liy the prost'iiee, that lu; 
mi;;ht oomploto tlie bnndobnst. .Ibit that ‘^mith'man would 
not listc'ii to him ; and bavin*; a[)|>oin1od a. miilsialdy and 
taveohlar, ('iiijiloys them in the eolh'otions of I he \oar, and 
sent two eoiiipanies of sojioys and arreslc'd Ikiboo l)nrbod<;\' 
Sin;; upon this ehari;o, that In' had seen'Iod in his house 
many larks of rnpe'os iVom tlu' eolh'edions, and lii' <*arriod tin* 
miitseddios and ir(‘asnrt‘r with their papi'rs to his own jii’o- 
Konoi*. Hi; neither aseertaiiu'd this matli'i* by ])rools, nor 
dees ho eompleto the balaiiee of tin* sirear from tin* jaidaads 
ol’iln; halanei's ; ri^ht or wroni;, ho is resolved to destroy 
onr livi s. As wi* have* no asylum or ho|)e except from your 
hii;hness, and as the Aimi;;hty has formed your mind to hi^ 
a distrionliM' of jnstiee in these times, 1 tln'refore hope from 
tlu; heni;;nity of your hir'hiiess tfiat yon will iinpiire and do 
jnstiee in this matli'r, ami that an anmeen may be apjniinted 
from tln^ ])resein*i*, that bav ini; discovered tin; crimes or inno- 
I'cnei* of Ikaboo J)nrbt*di;y Sin;; be may report to tbe ])re- 
senee. h'nrtber particulars will be made known to your bii;!!- 
ness by tbe arzie of my son, Hajah Mebi[)narain Baliader.” 

Ar/de from Ibajab IMVIiipnarain Ihdiader, received loth 
]h‘eeml)(*r, 17S2. — “ I before this bad tin* bononr of address- 
im; several ar/des to your ]m‘S(‘nee, but from my nnfortnnatc 
t'tate not one of lln*m has been perusi'd In yonr bi;;hin‘ss, 

^ that my situation mii;bt be fully learnt by yon. ^IMie ease is 
this ; Mr. Mark bam, from tbe adviee of my enemies, bavin;; 
eecasioned several kinds of losses, and ;;iv('n protection to 
those w'lio ow’od balaiicos, prevented tbe balance frojn bein^ 
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; for ilii« n'firfon, that, iljo inoiioy not boin^ paul iil 
iho Habof) iniirbt Ih; con v idl'd of ina]>ilit y. From tbio 
rcaj^rni Jlll tlic owners of balances refused to pa.y tbo inalwa,- 
jib of the sircar. Jb'foro this the Baboo had freijncntly de- 
sired that j^entleniaii to show liis resontincMit against the 
])ersons Avlu) owed the l)alances, that tiio balances iiii^bt be 
paid, and that liis mind mii^lit be at easi^ for the present year, 
so that the ])iindobnst of the present year ini^bt be completed ; 
addiiifi:, that if next year such kinds of injiirii's and protec- 
tion of the farmers \Nere to happen, be should not be able to 
support it.” 

1 am here to ri'iuark to your lordships, that the last of thesii 
petitions begins by stating, I before this have laid the hon- 
our of addressiii*^ several arzios to your presence; but, from 
my unfortunali' stale, not one of them has been perused by 
your ln*.*hness.” j\ly lords, if there is any one ri^ht secured 
to the subji'ct, it is that of presenting; a petition, and bavin*; 
that petition noticed. This right grows in importance in 
proportion to the power and despotic nature of the govern- 
ments to which the jietitioner is subject. For wlu‘re there 
is no sort of rmnedy from any fixed h-uvs, nothing remains 
Imt complaint, and prayers, and petitions, ^fbiswas the ca.si' 
in Benares, tor ]\Ir. Hastings had d(*st royial evmy trace of 
law, leaving only the police of tluj single city of Benares. 
Still we find this complaint, ])rayer, and petition was not the 
first, but only one of many wbicli ]\!r. llaslings took no no- 
tice of, entirely desjilsed, and never w*»uld sulfer to be jiro- 
due»*d to the council; which never kiiiuv aiiytbiug, nniil this 
bundle of jiapi'rs came bidbre them, of the eomphiint of Mr. 
IMarkham against Durbedgy Sing, or of the eomphiint of 
Dnrhedgy Sing against IMr. Markham. 

Observe, my lords, the person that ])nt Dnrhedgy Sing in 
prison was Mr. INlarkham; while the eomphiint in the arzie 
is, that iNfr. Markham was himself the cause of the very 
failure for which he im[>risoned him. Now w'hat was the 
eoiidnet of Mr. Hastings, as judge? He Jias two persons 
before him ; the one in the ostensible care of the revenue of 
the country; the other liis own agent, acting under his au- 
thority. The lirst is accused by the second, of default in bis 
payments: tlio ' itter is complained of by the former, who 
hays, that the occasion of the accusation had been furuishod 
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l)\ liini tlio iieciKsoi*. The iiisicii<l of p^ranilng redress, 

dismisses tiic complaints aj^ainst Mr. Miirkliaiu with rcpre- 
lu iisioii, and s(*nds tlu) complainant fo rot in prison, without 
making one imiuiry, or giving himself tlio trouble of stating 
to Mr. IMarkbain the complaints against him, and desiring 
liim to clear himself from tlumi. My lords, if there were 
nothing but this to jjiark the treacherous and perlidious na- 
ture of his conduct, this would sullicient. 

Ill this state of things, Mr. Jlastiiigs tliiis writes; — 

Mr. Markham. The measures which you have lakim witli 
liahoo Uiirbeilgy Sing are perfectly right and proper, so far 
as tlu'y go, and we now direct that you exact from him, 
with the utmost rigour, every rupee of the collections which 
!t shall ippear I hat lie has madcj, and not brought to account, 
ami eitlu'r eonlliie him at Benares or send him prisoner to 
Clmnai’, ami keep him in conliiiemmit until ho shall have 
discliarged tlu' whole of the amount due from him.*’ lie 
here em[)lo)s tlie M-ry per.soii against whom the complaint is 
made, to imprison the eomplaiiiaiit. ifo approves the con- 
duct of Ids agent, without liaviug heard his defmiee, and 
leavi's him at his option to ki'ep Ids viidim a prisoner at 
lienar(‘s, or to imprison him in the fortr(‘Ss of CJiuiiar, the 
iiiiernal [ilaee to which he sends the persons whom lie lias 
!i mind to extoi't money from. 

-Von • lonlsldps will be curious to know how this didit of 
hurbe igy Sing stood at the time of liis imjirisonimmt. 1 
will st lt(^ the matUa* to your lordships brielly and in plain 
language, refcj-ring you for tlie partieulars of the account to 
1 he papers w liieh are in your minutes. It ajipc'ars from them, 
Miat towards the end of the yearly account in 1782, a kist, or 
payiiuait of eight lacks (about .£80,000), tlie balance of the 
amnial tribute, wais duo. In part of this kist, Durbedgy ISing 
paid two hudvs (1:20,000). Of the remaining six lacks 
(£()0,000), the outstanding debts in the country duo to the 
revenue, but not collected by the naib, amounted to four lacks 
(£10,000). Thus far the aca’ount is not controverted by tlio 
accusing party; but Mi;. IVIarkhaiu asserts, that ho shall bo 
alile to prove that the naib bad also actually received the 
ether two lacks (£20,000) ; and consc^quently was an actual 
detauUor to that amount, and had upon the whole suffered 
the annual tribute to fall six lacks in arrear. The naib do- 
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niea llui ivc(‘ij)t of the two l.'u*ks just iikmiI ioiicd, aiul dial- 
lenses iiujuii'y ; liiit lui iiujuirii's a[»po:ii* lo liavo been made, 
aiul toiiiis lioiir Mr. Markliain lias prediieed no proof of tlie 
faet. AVil.li rOH|)eel; to the arrear of the tribiilo money vvhidi 
iippt^ared on the halanei*, of the whole aeeoimt, ilie naib de- 
fended himself by alleging the distresses of the eoiintry, the 
diminntion of his authority, and the want of support from 
the supreme goveriinuMit in the oolleetion of tlu^ rt'Vi'niies ; 
and he aascirts, that he has assids siilfieient, if time and 
pew(n* be allowed him fir eolli‘cting tluMii, to dlsdiarge tlu^ 
whole balanee due to the Company. The imm(‘diat(^ pay- 
m(?ut of the wholi^ balanee was dianauded, aud Diirbedgy 
Sing, miahle to eomply with tlu^ diMiiand, was siait to prison. 
Thus stood llu? business when Mr. Markham, soon aft(‘r ht^ 
had sent the naib to prison, quitted th(^ residemy; liiMvas 
sueei!(?d4‘d by Mr. IJemi, who aeti'd exactly upon the saim* 
principle. Me thada res, that the six latdvs (haiiandial wri*e 
not demamh'd upon llui prineiple of its having beam actually 
colh'cted by him, hut upon the principle of his having agreial 
to pay it. Wi^ hav<‘, say JMr. Jlastings’s agisits to tlu^ iiaih, 
we hav(5 a Ji'w’s bond. If it is in your bond, wc will 
have it, or we Avill have a iioiiml of your Jhvsli ; whether you 
have received it or not, is no business of ours. About this 
tiim^ some lio|)cs were entertained by the resident that the 
naib’s p(*rsonal exertions in collecting the arn‘ars of the tri- 
biih^ might bo useful. Tlu*se hojies jiromireil him a sln)i t 
libiu’ation from his continemeiit. lie. was let out of ]U'ison, 
and appears to have made another payment of half a l.ick <»! 
rupees. Still the terms of the bond v\<'re insisted on, al- 
thongb Mr. Hastings hail allowed that tlu'se tm-ins were (‘\- 
travMgant, ami only one lack aud a half of tln^ money which 
had ht'cn actually received I’cmaimal unpaid. One would 
tliink that coimnou charity, tliat common decency, that com- 
mon ri‘gard 1o tlie decorum of lili', would, under such cir- 
cuiustaucos, have Iiimh'red !Mr. Hastings from imprisoning 
him again. Jhit, iny lonls, Ini was imprisoned again. lit* 
contiuiUHl in prison till Air. Hastings quitted the country ; 
and there he soon after dieil, — a victim to the enormous op- 
Dressioii which has been detailml to yimr lordsliips. 

n appears that, in tln^ nu'au time, the ri'sidcmts had been 
umiigoiber means tr ivctivi'ring tiie balaiici* dm* to Ww Com- 
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■hiiV- T1 m‘ family of llio J\*ajali had not boeii paid oik' shil- 
fii^ of tl)t‘ cC(JO,(XK) aJlowcMl lor tlioii* inaiiiloiiam*(\ 'JMioy 
L'ri> obli<^od to mort<>;age tlieir own lu'ix'ditary estates for 
tlieir support, Avhile tbo residents eonhseated all the property 
t>i* .Durbt‘di;y Sing. Of tlu^ money tlms obtained, what ae- 
count has luaui given ? Koiu', my lords, none. It must, 
tlu'ri fbre, liave heeii disposed of in some abominably (‘orrnpt 
A\ay or otlu‘r, while this miserable victim of Mr. Hastings 
was h‘ft to ]a‘rish in a prison, afUir he had been eltjvated to 
Hk^ highest rank in the country. 

Ihil, without (hmht, tluy found abundance of effects after 
bis (h*alh ? iSo, my lords; tluy did not find anything. TIuy 
ransaetiMl his honsiv, they examined all his accounts, every 
jjajier that lie had, in and out of prison. They s(‘arehed and 
seriilini/(‘d cviTvthiiig. They Jiad every ptmny of his for- 
tune, and I believe, though I cannot with ecTtainty know', 
that, the man dit'd insolvent: and it was not ])ret(mded that 
he had (‘V(t appli(‘d to his own use any part of the Com- 
pany’s money. 

Tims DurixMlgy Sing is gone; this tragc'dy is finished; a 
st'cojid Jlajali of Ikman's has been destroyed. I flo not speak 
of that miseivddo puppet who w'iis said by M?*. Hastings to 
he in a stale of childhood when arrived at manhood; but of 
the piM’son who rcpnjsented the dignity of the family. He 
is gone , hi' is sw ept away ; and in his iiamo, in the name of 
tliis denied Hnrbedgy Sing, in the name of his atllicted 
family, in llie name of the pi'ojde of llic coimlry, ilms op- 
juvssed l)y a usurped authority, in the name of all these, re- 
Bpecling whom pistiec bas been Ihns outraged, we call upon 
your lordsbijis for justice. 

\V"e an^ now at tbe commoncenu'nt of a new ordi'r of 
things. ]\Ir. IMarkhain had been authori/.ed to appoint wbo- 
cM'r he pleased as nail), w ith the exet'plion of Oossaun Sing. 
He accordingly exercises this power, and chooses a person 
called Jagger i)eo Sing. From the time of the cmdincment 
of Ibirhedgy Sing to the time of this man’s being put into 
the goverjiment, in wdioso hands W'cre the revenues of the 
country ? Mr. Markham himself lias told you, at your bar, 
that ihc}'^ were in his hands : that he was the ])Ci*son who 
not. only named this man, but that- he had llu' sole maiingi.% 
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ment of ilio rcvonuos; and li(i was, of coiirso, answcrablt' for 
thoQn fill that iiino. Tho iiomiiial liilo of /.oinindar \yjis still 
left to the niisorahlo ])ag(?aiit who heltl it ; bid oven the very 
name soon fell entirely out of use. It is in evidence before 
your lordships, that his name is not oven so luneh as men- 
tioned in the proceedings of the govoimineiit ; and that the 
person who really gov(‘rn(‘d was not tin; ostensible JaggcT 
Deo Sing, but Mr. IMarkham. The govi'nnnont, therefore*, 
was talvcii e()m])letely and (‘iiiindy out of the hands of tlio 
jHTSon who had a legal riglit to adminisler it ; out of the 
hands of his guardians ; out of the hands of his mother ; out 
of tho liands of his nearest relations; and, in sliort, of all 
those who in the common course of things oiiglit lo have hei'ii 
entrusted with it. .From all such piTSous 1 say it Avas taken, 
and where, my lords, was it di‘|>osili‘d ? Why, in t he hands 
of a man of Avhoin avo know jiothing, and of Avhom we never 
hi'ard anything, hi lb re avo lu'ard that jMi*. JMai'kham of his 
own nsnrpi'd anthe.rity, authori/ed by t-lu*, usiirjied anlliority 
of Mr. Hastings, Avithont llu^ least eonmuinieat ion wit h the 
eoiincil, had |)ut him in ])oss('ssion of^hat country. 

J\1r. Markljain hiinsi'lf, as i have jiisl said, adminislc'red the 
rt'venues alone, without the smallest authority for so doing, 
without tho least knoAvledgo (;f tho eouueil, till dagger Deo 
Sing Avas a])pointed nail). .Dili ho then give up liis author- 
ity ? No such thing. All the mi'asiires of dagger Deo Sing’s 
govcnmieut Avero taken Avitli the eoiieiirri'iieo and joint man- 
agoment of J\lr. IMarkham. Ho conducted tho wholi*; tho 
seiilemeuis Avere made, tlic leases and agreements Avilh farin- 
(‘I’s all regulat i'd by him. 1 need not tell you, 1 bi'lieA'o, that 
dagger Deo Sing avus not a person of very much authority in 
tho case: your lordships Avoiild langli at mo if 1 said ho Avas, 
Tho revenue arraugeiuonts Averc, 1 tirinly believe, regulated 
and made by IMr. Alarkham. Hut Avhethcr they were or 
wore not, it (*oincs to tho same thing. If they Avorc impro- 
perly made and im[)rop(’rly eonducli'd, Mr. Hastings is re- 
sponsible for the Avliole of the mismanagomont, for lie gave 
the entire control to a ])ersoii A\ho had little experience, 
Avho Avas young in the Avorhl (and this is tlie excuse 1 Avish 
to make for a gentleman of that age). He a])puintetl him, 
and gave him at large, a diserct ionary authority to name Avhoiii 



WAmnCN IIASTTNIJH, i:SQ 


he plt'jised to be tbe ostc'iisible luiib ; l)iii we l<iu)w lie 
took ilic ])rincipal pari himself in all his selilcjneiil.s and in 
all his proceedings. 

Soon after t henaibhad been llius appointed and insfrncteil 
by' Mr. Markham, he s(‘UAed under his directions lh(‘ ad- 
ministration of the eonntry. Mr. IMarkliam tlien desin's 
leave from Mr. Hastings to go down to Calentla. 1 imagin(j 
he never n't iirnc'd to Itenares ; ho conu's to Hnrope ; and 
lu'i’o end tin' acts of tins viceroy and (h'h'gale. 

Li't us now begin the reign (»f Mr. Jh'nn and Mr. Fowke. 
Thes(* genth'inen liad just the sanie ])ower deh'gated to them 
that M r. Markham ])ossessed, not one jot less that .1 know of; 
and they were therefoj‘e n'sponsihle, and ought to have been 
<*jdled to an account by Mr. Hastings, for every part (d* their 
pnHM'edings. 1 will not give you my own aceoiujt of the 
jeigrj of these gentlemen ; hut 1 will read to ytm what Mr. 
Hastings has th(mght proper 1o rc'prcst ni the state' of tlu^ 
])t'oj)h' to he nnde'r llu'ir governnu'nt-. Hiis (*iMirse will savt> 
your lordships tinui and trouble, for it will iii'ai’ly supersede, 
ail observations of inim; n])on the snhje'ct. ,1 hold in iny 
hand Mr. Hastings’s representat ion of tlu; elfeets produced 
by a g()V(‘rnmenfc wliieh was roneeived by liimself, carried 
into elli'ct by himself, and illegally inve'steel by him with ilhv 
gal ])< overs, without any seenrity or re'sponsihility of any 
kind. Ih'ar, J say, what an ae<*ount Mr. .Hastings gave, 
when li(‘ afterwards went u])to l><*nart‘s upon another wicked 
|>roje.-t, and think what ought to have ])eeii his Ice'lings as In' 
looked upo!i the* raiin he had occasioned, 'fliink of tin* cf)n~ 
elition in whidi he saw Henarcs tin? first day lie (*nten'd it. 
-He then saw it beautiful, ornamente'd, rich ; an object tliat 
envy would liavo shed tears over for its jirosperity -that Ini- 
inanity ntjuld have beheld with eyes glistening with joy for 
the (‘oinfort and ha])])inesa which were there enjoyed by man : 
— a eonntry fiourisliing in eidtivatioii to such a d(*grec, Ih.at 
tile soldiers were obliged to march in single fdes through tbo 
lieMs of corn, to avoid damaging iln'in ; a country in wliieb 
ISlr. Stables has stati'd, that tbe villages were thick beyond 
all expression ; a eonntry where the people ])ressod round 
their sovereign, jw JNIr. Slabh's also told yon, with joy, tri- 
umph, and satis fact ion. Much was the eoimlry ; and in sneh 
4 stfite ipid under sgeh a master wan it when lie first saw it- 
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S(^c what it iu)\v is undiM* W'^arrcii Hiistinj^a ; spc wluit it ifl 
•jndor tlu^ Hntisli j^ovcrmmait ; iiiicl \vlu'tl\i‘r tlm 

(,\>iiiinn!is ai’c nr arn not riu;1it in pressing thn' subject upon 
your lonlsliips lor your docisinn ; and I(dlin^ y<)U and all this 
fjfrcat auditory know what sort of a criminal you hav(i I)i‘foro 
yon, Avlio has had tho iinpndciicc to reprcscMit lo your lord- 
ships at your ])ar that Jicnatvs is in a llourishiny; condition, 
in dclianc.o of tlu) evidence wliich we have, under Ids own 
liamls ; and who, in all tlie lalse papers that have heei\ eircu- 
lal<‘d to dehaiieh the puhlie o[)inion, has stated, that we, the 
Commons, have <j;iven a falsie representation as to the slate of 
tht^ count ry under llu'. hiUi^lish ^^^overnment. 

Lucknow, tho‘2ml of April, I7St. Addr('ss(‘d to tin' lumoiir- 
ahle Kdward Whelm*, Msq.,A'c. Sii^neil Warnui llastinirs. Jt 
is in pa^<‘ ‘dOli of the printed minutes. — “ (oMdlemen, — llav- 
in«; contrivi'd hy making long'd slai;es, whlh‘ Ihe troops of 
my (‘seort man'Iu.'d at tlui ordinary ratt‘, to iiialoj a stay of 
liv(‘ days at Henan's, i w'as then^hy furnished with tho means 
of aetpdrin;; some knowledge of the sialt^ of tho province, 
A\hich r am an.vious to comnmnicatt' to yon; indeed tho in- 
(piiry, Avhich wais in a great degree ohtriided upon me,atieet- 
ed me with very mortifying relleetions on my own inabili- 
ty to apply it to any usefnl j)urposo. hh'om the eonlines of 
Ihivar to Henaros I was followed aiid fatigued hy tin? elamnurs 
of the. discontented inhabitants. Jt Avas an hat I expected in a 
degree, because it is rare that the evereise of aut hority shonhl 
prove satisfactory to all who are the ohjeefs of it. The dis- 
tresses Avhieh were produced by the loug-ecnitiuued drought 
unavoidahly tended to heighten the general discontent ; yet I 
have reason to fear that the cause existed principally in a de- 
fective, if i\ot a corrupt and op])ressivo, administration. Of a 
multitiid(' of jietitions Nvhi(*h Avere presented to me, and of 
Avhieh I took minutes, every one that did Jiot relate to a per- 
sonal grievance eont iiuied the represcidation of one and the 
saints species of (oppression, Avhieh is in its nature of aji intlu- 
enee most fatal to tlie future cultivation. Tho praeticij to 
Avliich I allude is tliis, — it is anirmod that the aumils and 
renters exaert from tluo proprietors of tho aetmfl harvest a 
large increase in kind on th(3ir stipulated rent, that is, from 
tlioso Avho hold theii pot tabs by tlio tenunj of ])aying onc- 
half efthc produce of their crops, cither the Avhole Avithoiii a 
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KuLlt rliigc, or :i pro]>()rti()n of it by fiilsc iiK^isuriMiuMit 
ni'ollior pretexts ; aiul from those wliose eng:ii;ements an* lor 
a 1'ixt‘il rout ill money, the half or a greater proportion is 
laluMi in kind; this is in elleet a tax upon tlie industry of 1 ho 
liiliahitants, since Iheri* is scarcely a licld of grain in tlic])n)- 
vince, 1 might say not one, winch has not been preserved by 
llie incessant labour of the cadtivator, by digging Avells for their 
siip|)ly or watering iluau from tlio wells of Alavisonry with 
which tills lanintry abounds, or from the neighbouring tanks, 
ri\ers, and nullahs, 'fhe ju'oplii who imposcal on thi'iiiselves 
this voluntary and extraordinary labour, and not unatlended 
with i‘\j)i‘ns(', did it. in the expectation of r(‘a[)ing the profits 
of it; and it is as certain that they would not have done it, 
if th(‘y had known that their rnh‘rs, from whom they wt'ro 
entitled to an indemnilicatlon, would take from them what 
tlu‘y had si» hardly earned; if tiie sarnie administration eon- 
liniM's, and the eouniry shall again labour undi‘r a want of the 
natural rains, ev(‘rv iield will In* abandoned, the revenue fail, 
and thousands [U'rish through tin; want of siibsistenec ; for 
who will labour lor tin; sob* heiielit of oth(*rs and to mako 
liimstdf the snl)j(!ct of vexation? These practices are not 
to he imputed to the aiimils employed in thi^ districts, but to 
lli(‘ nail) himself. The avo\ve<l principle on whieli he acts, 
and whii h he acknowledged to myself, is, that tlu3 Avliole 
sum lixe<^ for the revenue of the proviiicci must be colh?eted, 
ainl -that for this pur|)oso the delieieiiey arising in plact‘s 
whert) the crops have faih'd, or Avhich have hia'ii left iiiicnl- 
tivat(‘d, must, he supplied from the resources of others where 
the soil has heeu better seited to the sc'ason, or the indus- 
try of the cultivators more successfully exiadeil ; a principle 
winch, however specious and plansihhi it may at iirst app(‘ar, 
nutainly tiaids to the most pernicious and destructivci conse- 
fpH‘nci‘s. if this declaration of the nail) had l)i‘eii ujaileonlv 
to myself, 1 might luive doubted my'' construction of it ; but it 
was ri‘])(‘ated by him to Mr. Anderson, wlm nndi'rslood it 
exactly in the same sense. In the uunuigement of the cus- 
toms, the conduct of the naih, or of the otlicers under him, 
A\as iorciai also nj)ou my attention, iiie exorbitant rates 
exacted by an arbitrary valnalioii of liie goods; the practice 
of exJictiug duties twice on tlic same gomls, first from tlie 
seller ami afterwards from the buyer; and the vexatious 
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disputes niifl (]el;iys drawn on the inorcljants hy these cj»- 
pressions, avcto loudly eoinplaiiicd of; and some insianeo 
of this kind were said to exist at the very time when I 
was in JhMiares. Undi'r smdi eiremnstaneos wo are not to 
woiidcT if the merchants of form'^n countri(\s are discoiir- 
ai;ed from resortin*^ to l^enares, and if the comineree of that 
province should annually decay. 

“ Other evils or imputed evils have accidiMitally come to 
iny knowkdj^e, wliich I will not now pai*ticidari/-e, as I hope 
that, with ih (3 assistance of t!u 3 resident., they may be in part 
rurrecti'd: oni', however, 1 must mention, h(‘canse it has 
been verilied by 1113 " own observation, and is of that kind 
wbieli relh'ets an nmnerit(*d reproaeli ofi oiir <reii(‘ral and ita- 
tional chara.ct(‘r. When I was at i^nxar, the residcMit at my 
desire i*njoin«Ml the nail) to appoint cr(Mlital)le people to every 
town thromjjh which oiir route lav, to ])ersiiade and encoiir- 
a^(^ the inhahifai'ts to remain in their h()us(\s, promisim^ to 
them <;nar(ls as I approached, and they najuired it for 
their p?v)t(*(*ti()n ; and that he mij^ht p(‘rc(dve how earnest 1 
Avas for his ohsc'rvanco of tins |)reeantiou (which I am cer- 
tain was faithfully delivonsl), I repeated it t.o him in person, 
and dismissed him, that lie mij^ht precede mo for that pur- 
pose ; but to my j^reat disappointment, 1 found every ])lace 
ibroii;:!;!) which I passc'd abandoned ; nor had there been a 
man left in any of them for their protection. .1 am Sony to 
add, that from Jhixar to the ojipositc bonndary, 1 Jiavo seen 
nothin^*' hut the traires of complete dewastation in every vil- 
la^^e, wh(*th(T cansi'd by the followers of the troops which 
have lately passed, for their natural ludief, and 1 know not 
whether luy own may not have had their share, or from the 
aj)pi*chension of the inhabitants left to theinselvc's, and of 
themselves desertiii£j^ their houses. J Avish to acquit my own 
countrymen of the blame of these unfavourable aj)poaranccs; 
and ill ray own heart I do acquit them : for at one encarii])- 
moiit, near a lari;o village called Derrara, in the perfijunnah 
of Zeinaneea, a crowd of people came to me, complainini^ that 
their former aumil, Avho was a natiA'c of the plac(% and had 
lon^j been established in authority OAvr them, and Avhoso 
(iistoni it had been, wlieneverany troops passed, to rtMiiaiii 
in person on the spot, for their proteetion, having; been re- 
moved, the new aurnil, on the approach of any military de* 
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tnoliiniMii, liiinsi'H* first fU'd from llio plnoo, nnd llu* Inlmhit- 
fluls, 110 one* 1o whom tluiy ronld npjdy for rodrt'ss, 

or for iho roprcsiMitiilion of l ludr ^rrievanoos, ami ladiij^ Ihiia 
ri'incdih'ss, il(*(l also; so iliai ihrir houses and idliads hecamo 
a ])rov io any p(M*son an ho choso (o pliindi'r ihem. 'FIk' g(’- 
m'ral conclusion appeared 1o nu; an inevitable consequence 
from such a slate ol* fads, and my own senses bore leslimony 
to it ill this spocitie instances; nor do T know how it is pos- 
siblii fiir any otfurer (amnnanding a military ])arty, how att(‘n-- 
live. soever he may be to the disciplini‘ and forbearance of 
Ins peojde, to prevent disorders, avIkmi then; is neither ojqio- 
siliou to hinder, nor evidenci^ to detia* lh(‘ni. Tlu'se, and 
many o'lier irj*ej^iilai*iti(‘s, I inijmte solely to tlui naib; and I 
think it my dnty to n'eomnuMid his instant removal, i would 
myseir have disniisstal him, had the eontnd of this ])rovin(M; 
eome Avithin the line of my poAvers,and Inne I'staldislied siieli 
ri'jjfiilatifiiis and elu'cks as A\onld hav(^ IxaMi most likely to 
])revent the like irre;^oilarities. J have said (•lM‘eks, la'eaiise, 
niih'ss there is some visihh' influen(*(‘, and a |)o\\(‘rfnI ami 
able om*. imp(*nded over (lu; lu'ad of the niana'^fr, no system 
i'aii avail, 'fin* m'xt appointed may ])rovi‘, from snme ficicrt, 
as unlit for the olliee as the present; for the elioice is limited 
to few, Avilhont (‘xperiemee to fj;nide it. The tirsl. was of my 
<»wn nomination; Ins m(*rils and (pialitical ions stood in equal 
halanecANith my knowl(‘djj;(5 of those Avho mi»»ht havi^ been 
the candidates Jbr the olliee: but lie A\a.s the I'alherof tlu^ 
iNajali, and the allinity sunk ilie scale Avholly in his favour; 
lor Avho could be so tit to be entrusted Avilb tlu* charge of 
bis son’s interest, and Ibe new credit of the risinjjj lamilv ? 
He deceived my expectations. Another Avas ri'eommended 
by tlie resident, and at my instanec the lioard appointed liiin. 
^J^his was fla^fger Deo hJing^, tJie present naib. 1 knew liiiii 
not, and the other members of the board as little. 

“Wliile Mr. Markham remained in office, of Avboin, as bis 
immediate patron, he may have stood in awe, I am told that 
he restrained his natural disjiosition, which has been deserib- 
ed to me as rapacious, unfeeling, liau^dity, and to an extreme 
'indictive. 1 cannot avoid remarking, that, oxcepiiiqi; the 
city of ]>enares itself, the provinee depending upon it is in 
etfeci without a j'overnmeiit, Ibe naib exercisinj^ oidy a de- 
pendent jurisdiction without a principal. The Hajah ip 
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without authority, aiul ovoii hln name tlisusod in the olhoial 
instnmuMits isHuod or taken hy tlie luanai^cr. Tlie ropro- 
H(‘ntation of liia situation shall he llio suhjeet oF anothep 
hitler; I liavii juailti this alrcsady too long, aiul sluiU eoiilino 
it to tlu‘ sinj^le, siihji'tit for the <*ommunit*ation of whielj it 
was begun. This ])erinit nu' to reeapil iilale. Tlie adminis- 
tration of th(*- province is miseonducted, and the p('ople op- 
])ress(Ml ; trade disciouraged, and the rcveniu', tliongh said to 
be exceeded in tlie actual eolleelions by many lacks (for 1 
luivo a iniuutci account of it, A\hieh slates tlui net amount, 
including j:ighires, as something more than lifty-one lacks), 
in danger of a rajiid decline, from the violent appropriatioJi 
of its mt‘aus; the naih or manager is unfit for his ollice ; a 
new manager is napiired, and a system of ollicial control, in 
a word, a const if ul ion ; for ncitluT can tlu; board extend its 
superintending powers to a district so remote; from its ob- 
siu'vation, nor has itdedt'gated that authority to the residemt, 
who is merely the r(‘pr(‘seniativo of government, and the; nv 
eeiver of its revenue in the last pro(.*(‘ss of it; nor indeed 
would it be possible to render him w holly so, for reasons 
whioli 1 may li(‘reafler detail/* 

My lords, yon have now^ heard, — not from the managers, 

■ — not from ri'cords of olliei', — not IVom witiu'ssc^s at yonr 
bar, ■ but from the prisoner himself, t he; stale; eif the; ee)iintry 
of Jhmares, from the lime that Mr. ilasiings and his deh‘- 
galeel ivsiele*nts had taken the management of it. ]\Iy lemls, 
it is a proof, beyond all othe*r proof, of the melancholy state 
of the e-onniry, in which, by attempting to e'xereise usurped 
and arbitrary power, all power and all authority bece)ine» ex- 
tingiiislieal, <*omplotc anartdiy take's ])laee, ami nedliing of ge^- 
veriniiemt appears but the means of robbing anel ravaging, with 
an utter indispe)sitie)n to take one sti‘p lor the predectiem eif 
the pe'e)|)le'. 

T'hink, my lords, what a triumphal ])re)gn‘ss it was for a 
llritish goveruor, from erne; extremity of the ])rovim•e^ to the 
ollie;r (for so In* has slateel it), to be* pursuetl hy the e'ries of 
au oppivsise'd aiiel ruiiuxl ]H*ople% where tli(;y dareid to appear 
before liim ; and wlien they did nut dare to appear, Hying 
from every place ; even the very magistrates being the first 
tolly! Qiiink, my lords, that when these unhanpy people 
saw the a])peaniuee ol a Hritisli S()l<lier, they tl(‘d as from a 
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I'stilnuv; and ll»i‘n tliiuk, that Hk’Sc were liuj ix'opUj who 
(ihniin'd lii iho in:iunei* wliicli you linv»‘ just heard; who duuj 
fheir own wells; whose eoimfry would not ])roduee auythiui; 
|)iit Iroiii the iiuh'fntigahle iuduslry of ils inliabilaiits ; and 
that such ii nii'rilorious, siieh an iiuliisi n'oiis j)(‘o])h; .should 
Jbe suhj(!cle(l lo such a eiirsed anarchy, under ])rel(‘nc(? of reve* 
^nie ; to sucli a cursed tyranny, under the preteiice ol* ^^ovi‘rii- 
^uent ! 

I Jhit fTa^i^er Di'o Sing was unfit for Ids olfiei'. — Jlcuv danal 
you to apjioiiit a man unlit for Ids olliee ? — Oh, it slgnilied 
little, without tiudr liaving a coiistilutioii. — Why did you 
cfestroy th(M)llieial constitution iliat existed before? JJow 
l&re(l yon to destroy those estab]ishni(‘nts w hich enabled the 
peophj t • dig wells and to cultivate; tlu' count ry like :i gardtui, 
and tb(‘ii to leave; the whole in the hands of yoiir arbitrary 
and wieke'el ri‘sidenis and the‘ir instnimemls, e*hoson w ithoul- 
Itu; least idea e»f governinemt, and wilhont tin; h‘ast idi‘a of 
])n>tet‘l ion ? (lexl has soinedinu's e'onvm-led wiekiMlness iido 
iiiadiK'ss; and it is to tlu* e*re‘elil e)f biiinan ri'ason that imm 
who are; not in some de‘gr(V mael are neve'r eapalde of be‘ing 
in the; highest ele'gree wieke*el. The linnian t‘aeiilli(;s and 
reas(»ii are in such ease's eh'range'd ; and, thereddri', lids man 
lias het'ii dragged hy the just veiige'anee of I*roNidenc(; to 
make; his own inadne'ss the; elise*e)Ne*re‘r of his own wieke'el, 
jie'i'liellems, anel eiii’Se'd maeldmit ie)ns in that deWfd.e'el country. 

d'ldn e, mv le)rels, of what be; s:ivs respee-ling the; mililai'V. 
ile' .sa\s, there is ne» re-straining tlu'ni, that Ihe-y jiillage the*. 
e*e>nnlry wlu'rever lhe*y go. But had not Mr. llasl’ings him- 
se'lf just be'feire eueourage'el the udiiliiry to jiillage the eoun- 
try ? Did he; not make; the pi*e)ple’s ivsistane*e;, whe;n the; 
se)ldii'rsatteinj)ted to pillage them, one; of the crime's of Cheit 
^'ing ? And whe) would dare; to edistnurt the military in tlu'ir 
abe^minahle; ravages, when they knew that one of the article's 
ot (du'it {Sing’s impi'aehnie*nt Avas his having sntfe-ri'd the; 
people of tlie eiouiilry, AvIm'U plnneh'reel by tlu'se; w'iedvt'el 
solelie;rs, to return injury feir injury, anel bleiw for blow ? 
AVdien tlu*y saw', 1 say, that those were the things lor wdiieli 
Cheit Sing was saea’itierc'd, there W'as manifestly ne;thing le*ft 
Inr them but llight. AV^liat! Hy from a (Joveu'iior-Geiieral ? 
A'^ou would exp(!ct lie was bi*arijig te) the country, upon his 
balmy and healing wings, thu cure of all its disorders and of 
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Mil lirt (listivsH. JMo; tlity Itnew liiiii too Avdl ; thoy know 
him lo thu destroyer of the <roimtry ; they knew him to 
l)(^ fhe destroy(!r of their soveiu'i^jn, th^^ dt'stroy(‘r of the per- 
sons whoju he h:ul appointed (o p)vcrn under him ; ^h(^y■ 
luiew that JieiMu'i* i^OY(?nior, sid)“govei‘nor, nor sui>jeet could 
enjoy u moment’s aeeurity while he possesscal sii[)reme power, 
^riiis was the stale of tlie country; and this the Coininoiis of 
JOn^land call upon your lordships to aven<;e. 

la.-t us now see what is next domi by the prisoner at your 
bar. Jle is satisfied with simply removing from his oliico 
dat^^^er Deo Sin;.![, who is aecusi‘d by'' him of all thc'se corrup- 
tions and npprc>sions; tlui other poor nnfortnnatc^ man, who 
was not ('veil aeeiised of malversations in such a degree, and 
against whom not one of the aeensatioiis of oppression w'as 
rt'gnlarly proved, hut wlio had, in j\lr. Hastings’s ey(', the 
one uupardonahle fault of not having bcfui made ricluT by 
liis crimes, was twicer im[)rison(‘d, and finally perislitnl in jiri- 
son. J]ut w(‘ have never h(*ard one word of the imj)risonm(?nt 
of Jagg(’r Dia) ISiug, who, J believe, after soino muck iiujuiry, 
was ac(|uitt('d. 

Here, my lords, I must bc'g you to ri*eolleet IMr. Hastings’s 
])roet‘('diiig Avifh (lunga (lovin 8ing; and to eonfrasi bis eon- 
duet towards these two ])eeulators with bis jiroeiaaliiig towards 
Durbedgy Niiig. Sueb a comparison will h*t }our lordships 
into the secret of one of the prisoner’s motives of conduct 
upon suci\ occasions. When you will find a man pillaging 
and desolating a connlry in the inaiiiu'r »Jagger Dim JSing is 
desi'rihed by JMr. .Hastings to liavii doin', but who lakes ean^ 
to secure, to liiinself tin? spoil, you will likewise tind that such 
a man is s;de, secure, unpunished. Your lordsliips will re- 
collect the desolation of Dinngeporc. You will rceollect that 
llie rapacious Dunga Goviii Sing (the coadjutor of IMr. 
Hastings in peculation), out of i£S0,000, which he had re- 
ci'ivi'd oil the Company’s account, retained d^l0,000 for his 
own use; and that, instead of being turned out of bis I'ln- 
jiloyment, and treated with rigour and cruelty, he was elovalifd 
ill ;Rlr. Hastings’s grace and favour, and never called npoa 
for the resloratitiii of a penny. Observe, my lords, the dif- 
lerencc in his treatnu'ut of men who have wi'alth to purcliase 
iiujmnity, or who Ic Vi^ seends to reveal, and of another who 
has no such nu'rit, and is poor and iiisolYcnt. 
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W o l»av() shown your lorilsliips the ullbcis ol* 'SI r. I hlsliliort’s 
g(»V(*riiiiu'iifc upon tho country imd its inhabitnuts ; inul al- 
llioiif^h i liavc bcidro to you s«)liu^ of its riled a 

upon tlio army of tho Company, I will now^ call your attmr 
lioii to Ji few other observations on that subject. Yonr lord- 
fillips will, in tlio lirst place, bo pleastnl to attend to the char- 
acter which ho j^ives of this army. Voii have heard wdiat he 
tells you (d* lljo state of the' country in which it was station- 
ed, and ol* tho ti'rror which it struck into tho inhabitants, 
I'ho appearancij of an Hn^lisli soldii'r was enoujrh to striki* 
the country people with allri^ht and disiriay. 'J'hey every- 
wlieri*, h(' tells you, lhal Ix'lon^ tlu'in, and yet they are tin* 
ollicm’s of this vtay army who are brou^dit here as witiiesses 
to express the p;oneral satisfaction ot* tho people of India. 
'1\) be sure a man who never calls Englishmen to an account 
for any robbery or injury whatever, who acejnits tlu'in, upon 
tfu'ir^Miod intentions, without any imjnirv, will in return for 
this in(l<‘mnily liave their ocxxl words. Wo arii not surprised 
lo iiiid Ihcun coinini^ with laiiulaiion to your bar, tc) declare* 
him possi'ssed of all virtues ; ami that nobody has or can 
ha\c‘ a rii;ht to complain of him. But wc, my lords, [)rotcsi. 
Jii^^aieist Ihese indemnitie's. Wo ])rot(*st ai^ahist tlu'ir j^naal 
words. Wi‘ prot.i'st aii^ainst tlu‘if testimonials; and \\v. in- 
sist open yonr hu’dsliips tryinj^ him, not upon whatlliisor 
that oirm«*r says ol* liis <i;ooel conduct, but upon tho proved 
reswU. e)v' the acllons tried before you. \YiU\o\\t iiseril)\U'^, 
pt'rliaps, mueli u;nilt to men wlio must naturally wish to fa- 
vour l.lio j)(!rson who covers their (!,\cess(‘s, —who sulfers Lln*ir 
foriniu's to b(; madt*, you will know what valni) to set n[)on 
timir testimony. Tin? Commons look on those tcstiim»ni(‘s 
with the p;reatest slijijbt, and they consider as nothing all 
evidence given by ])('rsons who are interested in tho very 
cause ; persons who d(*rivo tlieir fortunes from the ruin of 
the very peo|)hi of tho country, and who have divided the 
f'|)oils with the mail whom we accuse. IJiidoubtedly these 
oliic(‘rs will give him their good word. Undoubtedly the 
residents will give him their good word. Mr. Markham and 
^Ir. Benn, and Mr. Eowke, if lie had lieeii called, — every ser- 
vant of the Company, except some few', will give him the 
Bailie good word, every one of them j because, my lords, they 
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lln‘ir I’orlnin'rt iiiuK*r liini, ninl tJicii* roiulm-t 
hut Im’cii in({iiirr(l 

l^uL to rcliini lo Uie \V(^ were iipdii 

llu^ niiiKins flli i-ls, in ^(’jinral, <»!* iln; snc(.*rysi\ c jL;nvcrnmt‘nts 
wliicli liatl been c^tablirthcil at Hriiaj’cs l)y llin ])i‘isoii(M’ at 
yom* bar. 'J'bosn inflects, ho wonhl have yon boJii*\i*, aroso 
ironi the want ul' a coii.slitntion. AV'by, I a^aiii ask, did lio 
destroy till! constitution uliich ho found ostalilislicd thi^ro, 
or snlfor it io bi! dostroyod r l»nt ho had actually aulhurized 
Mr. Alarkliain to inaki* a ii(!W, a regular, an ollicial conslitn- 
lion. Did Mr. Markham make, it? Ao; though ho profossod ^ 
lo do it, it nov(‘r was doni!; and so far from thcro bcini^ ar 
regular, able, cllicicnt constitution, \ou see. there was an at) 
solnie and com[)leto ana.?’chy in lh(‘ country. Tho native in- 
lialiitants, di'priveil of tlioir ancient ijjoviM’inmait, were so far 
from lookin,^ up to their new masters for jirolc'cl ion, tliat the 
momiMit tliey saw’ tlii! face of a sohlim* or of a British person 
in authority tliey lli’d in dismay, and thout;ht it more eliidble 
to abandon Ihidr housi's to robliery than to nmialn t'xp'osed 
to till' tyranny of a. British jj;overnor. Is this what thiw call 
Jb’itisli dominion? Will you sanction by yonr judicial au- 
thority transactions done in direct deiiance of yonr leoislal l\o 
authority ? Arii they so injuriously mad us to suppose your 
lordsiiips can bi‘ corrupted to betray in yoni’ judicial capacit v 
(the most sacred of the two) w hat you ha\c ordained in yoni 
Icji^islalivi! character ? 

JVIy lords, 1 am next to remind you x\liat this man has' 
liad the insolence and audacity to slati* at your bar. “ In 
fact,” says he, ‘‘ I can adduce very many <;entlemen now in 
liOiidoii to conlirm my assertions, that the eoiinlries of Be- 
nares and (.faii/e])ore were never w ithin the memory of I’ai^- 
lishmen so well jiroteeted, so peaeeahly i^overned, or moro 
indnst rionsly I'ldtivated than at the present moment.” 

Vonr lordships know' that this rej)ort of Mr. Ilastin<;s, 
whieh has been read, was made in the yix-ir 1781. Yonr lord- 
ships know' that no step was taken, while Mr. liastini>^s re- 
mained iu india, for the reii;nlatiou and nianagemeiil of llio 
country. If there was, lei it be show n. Tlien-e xvas no con- 
stitution framed, nor any other metiiis taken for tlie settle- 
ineiit of the country, except the appointment of Ajit Sing in 
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the l(U/iu of Durbcdjry Sin*^, to r(‘i^n like liini, .niid like him 
to 1)0 tiiriiod out. j\lr. Hustiugti left imlia in LVbruary, 1785 ; 
he amvtHl here, as 1 believe, in dune or July Ibllowin*;. Our 
proeeediuira atiainst him commeneed in the sessions of 17SG ; 
find this (ie/onee was given, 1 bidieve, in the year 1787. Yet 
at that time, when he could hardly have received any account 
from India, he was ready, lui says, to produt'e the evidimce 
(and no doubt might have done so) of many gentlemen whoso 
depositions Avould lia\e directly contradicted what ho Inni 
himself deposed of the state in which he, so short a time bc- 
for(‘, had lel’t llie country. Y'onr lordships cannot siq)pose 
that it could have recovered its prosperity withiji that time. 
Wii know yon may destroy that in a day w inch w ill take u]) 
y(‘ars to build. We know^ a tyrant can in a monuMit ruin 
and oppress, but you eannot restore the dead to lile: yon 
eaniiot in a moment n slure iiidds to enltivatioji ; you cannot 
as you pl('ase make tluj pi'ojde, in a mommit restore old or 
dig new' wells; and yet JMi*. JIastings has dared to say to 
the (A)inmous that he would pr<Klucc jxu'sous to retute iluj 
aecount w'hich we had fresh from himsell*. We w ill, however, 
uiidertak(^ to show you that the direct contrary w^as the i’act. 

J w ill lirst relor you to JMr. Barlow’s account of tlic state 
of trade. Yonr lordships will there lind a J'nll exposure of 
1 luj total falsehood of tlie ]nnsoner’s assertions. You will lind 
that ^li*. Hastings himself had been obliged to give orders 
for the chang(‘ of almost every one of the regulations he had 
made; your lordships may there see the madness and folly 
<»f tyranny alt(MU])ting to regulate trade. In the printed 
minutes, page 2880, your lordships w ill see how completely 
Mr. Hastings had ruined the trade of the country. You will 
lind that, whereveu* he ])r(dended to redress the grievances 
w Inch he had occasioned, he did not take care to have any one 
part of his protended redross oxeented. When you eonsider 
the anarchy in wdiich he states the country through wdiich he 
]>a»s(‘d to have been, you may easily conceive that regulations 
for the |lt*otecti()n of trade, wdtliout the means of enforcing 
iIkmu, must be nugatoiy. 

Mr. Barlow w'as sent, iii tlic years 1780 and 1787, to .ex- 
niniue into the state of the country. He has stated the cfiect 
of all those regulations Avhieh Mr. Hastings has had the as- 
yiirauce to represent here as prodigies of wisdom. At the 
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very lime wlieji our charge was broiiglit to iliis House (it iS 
u rtiiiiarJuible piTiod, and wo desire your Jordships to advert 
to it), at that time — 1 tlo not know whetlier it was not oi 
the very same day that we brought our charge to your bar — 
!Mr. Duncan was sent by Ijord Cornwallis to I'xamine into the 
state of tliat province. Now, my lords, you have ]M r. Duncan’s 
report before you, and you will judge wlutber or not, by any 
regulation which Mr. 1 1 avdiiigs had made, or whether, through 
any means used by him, tiuit country had recovered, or was 
recovering. Your lordships will there iiud other ])roofs of 
the audacious falsehood of his reprcsentatioji, that all which 
ho bad done had operated on the minds of the ‘ ’uibitants 
very greatly in favour of British integrity and goe .govej-ii- 
ment. Mr. Diuican’s re[)ort will not only miahli^ Vl ‘‘o de- 
cide upon wliat he has said himself, it will likew ise enable 
you to judge of the credit which is due to tl.e gcmthuucu 
now ill London, whom lui can produco to coiiilrm his asser- 
tions, that the country of Bcuar(‘s and (jiau/.epure wiuh^ ue\er, 
within the memory of EuglishuuMi, so well protected ami 
cultivated as at llu‘ present moment. 

Instead, therefore', of a speech iremi me', you shall lu'ar 
what the ceiuutry says itself by the rej)e)rt of the last ce)m- 
missioiier wlio was se'iit to examine it by Le>rel Cornwallis. 
L’he ])cri'e.e*t credibility e)f his tcstimeuiy jMr. Hastings has 
established out oi Lorel Coiaiwallis’s iiioulh ; wlio, h(‘iug 
asked the character ol* JMr. Jenaathaii ])iiue*an, has deelanul 
that IheM'e; is Me)t,hiiig he' t an re-pe»rt of the: slate: of the eM>uu- 
try to which you ought; m)t to give e-redit. Your lorilships 
"will now sec how deep the wejumls ai‘e whie*h tyranny ami 
arbitrary power nuist make in a ceamt ry w here tlieir exist- 
ence is siiih red ; aiiel \em will be ph aseal te) ed»scrve that 
this statement was made at a. time whem JMr. Hastings was 
amusing us with ///y accemiit e.>f llemires. 

Ju' tract oj the jirocrcJinys nf the resident at Benares^ umler 

dale the mh .Fehniary, 17hl«, fit the penjunnidi of Uiirrah 

JJehmahj imuted mlnnlea^ •^utye. 2GU). 

“ Til E reftidi:ut, having arrived in Uiis |)(‘rgunuah of G urrali 
Dchniah from that oi JMoliainiJiealalijidj is v(‘ry sorry to ob- 
Beive that it secMus about oiic-tbiril at least uueuitivat<*cl, 
owjug to the misr. Liiagemejit of the fi'W' last yi'ars. Tho 
i\.nali however prumisea that it shall be liy next ye'ar in a 
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COinplctc si.'ito ot* euliivatioii; and Tubarck IIoHsaino, liirt 
auinccn, aiiinil, or agent, prolortscjn Iiii? mn/idcjico uftlio wiino 
iiappy edbets, saying tliafc lie lias already broiigliL li great 
proportion of the land that lay fallow w lieu he eanie into 
the pergunnah, in the beginning of the year, into cultivation ; 
and that it being equally the Itajali’s din^etioiis, and bis own 
wish, lie does not doubt of being sneeessful in regard to the 
rcinaining part of tlio waste land.” 

Jirjwrfj iltt/nl the VHth of Fchriianj^ al tlio itnyunnah (f 
dial I rah. 

“Tm-: residiMii, having eonie yesti'rday into this pergiinnali 
from that of (Jnrrali Delimali, finds its aj)[K‘arauce mneli sn- 
jx'rior to that ])ergnnnali in point of enltivatioii ; yet it is on 
llie d(‘eline so far that its eolleetable jnnnnji Avill not be so 
inneli lliis year as it was last; notwitlistanding all the elforts 
(jf K*(‘a/el llusn, I lie agent of Ivliiill) Ali Ivlian, who lias 
farmed this jx'rginniali upon a tlinx^ yi'ars* lease (of which 
tlu? jireseiit is tlu^ Iasi), during wbi<*]i bis, tliat is, the head 
farmer’s, iiianagiMiKMit eanimt he a[)[)laml(‘d, as tlie funds ot' 
the |)<*rgmiiiah arii vei*y eonsiihu'ably deelineil in his hands ; 
indeed lh‘a/.<*l llusii deelares tliai this year tliere. was litth^ 
or no khen'of, oi* first harvc‘s1, in thii jxM'gnnnali ; and tliat 
it has b(‘eii niereiv by the gri'atest excM tions tbai. lie iias pre- 
vaileil on the ryots to eiiltivale tin* nibby crop whieb is now 
on the groninl, and si'ems pleiititnl.” 

lit\)orl dated the 'lOlh of Fehruarij, at (hr per(jnnnalL of 
J\ he reed, 

“The resident, having tliis day come into the pergunnah 
of Kberei'd, tiiids that part of it laying between the frontims 
of llnlli!ali, the present station, and Jhinsileab (wbieli is one 
of tin* tnppalis or subdivisions of Klierec'd) exeeedingly 
wasted and iineultivatixl. 1’ln* said Inppali is snliDiniKMl liy 
tlobiiid Kam, from Kiiliib Ali Iley, and (Sobiinl Jvam baa 
again under-rented it to the zemiinlars.” 

Iteiiort dated the 2\\rd Februarif^ at the 'pergunnah of 
Sek tinder poor. 

“IhiK H'sident is set out for Seknnderpoor, and is sorry to 
observe t hat for about six or seven eoss that he had furiUet 
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t.i p.iss ptM'^nnnrili K(‘ivel»«, tliti whole ap- 

peared Olio eoiitimiod waste as I'ai* as Iru; ey(; could reach on 
l)oth siih's of the road. The per«^UTinah Seluiiulerpoor, he^in- 
about a ooss belbrc he reached tlie villa, ije, an old tort 
ot‘ that iiaine, appeared to a little more advantage, hut even 
here the crops seem very scanty, ami the ground more than 
half fallow/’ 

ICxlvnct of the proccrtlings of (he resident at BenareSj under 
dale (he IHG/A February , at the peryunnah of (Sekunderjjoor. 

“Tuk residtT.t now leaves Selvund(‘r|)oor to proceed to 
JS’urgnrah, the head cutcherry of ihe ptM’^mnnah. Jle is 
s<irry to observe that during the w hole way between tlu‘se 
two places, which art^ at the distance ot six coss, or twelve 
miles from <‘ach other, m>t above twenty lu‘lds ot oultivahaj 
ground ar(‘ to be sevn, all tlu* rest bein'g, as tar as the e\e 
can I'cacli, ex<*ept just in tin* vicinity of AnggiOia, one gemu'al 
wash; of Jong grass, with h(‘re and there some straggling 
jungly trees. Tin’s falling off in Ihe cultivation is said to 
have happened in the (;onrse of but a fow' yiairs, that is, since 
tht‘ late Jtajah’s expidsion. 

Y’our lordships will obsinwe Iht* date of the ruin of this 
country is the expulsion of Cheit Hing. 

Fxlract of (he proceed inys of (he resident at llenares^ under 
date the 17th February, at the peryunnah of Sck nnderpuor, 

“The resident meant to have jiroceiMled fixmi tliis jdace to 
Cossimabad, but understanding that tin; village of lb;ssenda, 
the capital of tin* jiergunnah of JSiisknesser, is silualed at 
three enss distame, and that many Jthardarry collections art; 
ll’.crc exiJct-al, the zemindars and ryots being, it seems, all 
one body of Jtajejiools, who affect to hold themselvt*s in 
somt; sort indeptaKient of the Jiajah’s govt‘rnment, paying 
only a mohnrrcry or lived jumma (wliieh it may be sup- 
Jiosed is not over-j-ated), and managing Ihta’r interior coii- 
ceriis as tlu'y think lit; the residemt thought it proper on 
this report to deviate a little from his intended route, by 
])roceeding this day' to Kessenda, wlu'ro ho aeeoi-dingly ar- 
rived ill tlu‘ afternoon ; and tin* nmiaining part of the coun- 
try near the road tlu'<»ngli St-kunderpoor, frmn Niiggiirha to 
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Rcuu(l:iU appi'ariiii]: nearly (‘qiially wasi:(» 'vit-J* ilio former part, 
a«*'Alreii(ly iioiici'cl in ili(‘ procccdin<;a of the 2C)ih instant. 

“TlioKajali is tlierc'foro desired to apj)oint a person to 
brini^ those waste lands i;ito eiiltivation, in lilvo rnaniua* as lui 
lias (loiK* ill Kher(‘<Ml, with tliis ditleremaj or addition in his 
insl ructions, that ho subjoin in those to the Aband Kar, or 
inanaj^in* of the naadtivation of Sekiiinh'rpoor, the rates at 
which he is anthori/ed to f^rant pottalis for the various kinds 
of land : and it is rccoininended to liim to make these rates 
(ueii sonu'what lowca* than ho may hiinsidf think strietly 
confornialde to jnstiee, reporting the particulars to the resi- 
dent. 

“Th(^ I^ijah is also desired to pr<‘par(‘ and transmit a table 
of similar rates to tlu* Aband Ivar, ot‘ jua’gnnnah Ivherced. 

“ (Signed) Jon'^ Dunoan, 

“ B(Miar(‘s, “ Jtt'sidenl.” 

‘‘thi^ 12th September, 1788.” 

yonr lordslii[>s find, in spite of Mr. Hastings himself, 
in spit(? of all the t<‘st imonies whicli he has (*alled, and of 
all th(' other testimoni<*s whieh he wonld have called, that 
his own account of the inati(T is conlirined against his own 
])r(‘tond( d evidema^ ; you find liis own written account eon- 
iinned in a mannm* not to be doubted; and the only ditfer- 
cnci^ helwtam his account and this is, that the peoph' diil not 
tly from .Mr. Duncan when he appn»achcd as they lied from 
IMr. 1 la dings, d'hey did nut fcid any of tliat ti'rror at the 
aj)])roach of a ])ers()ii from the benidicent governimmt of 
liord (.'ornwallis with which they had been entiri'lv tillial at 
the appearance of the prisoner at yonr hai’. bVom him th(\y 
th‘d in dismay. They lied from his very pia’si'iico as from a 
ceiisnining ])estilence, as from soimdhing far worse than 
(Imnghf; and DimiiK.^; they tied from him as a eiaiel, eorrujit, 
and arbitrary governor, which is Avorse than aii}' otlu‘r evil 
that ever atllieted mankind. 

Yon s(M>, my lords, in wdiat manner the eonntry has been 
washul and (iestroyed ; and you have seen by the date of 
these measuiH'S lhat they have hajipened w ithin a few years, 
iiaiiudy, since the expulsion of Rajah Clieit. Sing. TMiere be- 
gins tile era of calamity. Ask yourselves then wliether you 
wilj or can countenance the acts which led directly and uo- 
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cessarily to^siioh cohsccihohccs. Your lorilsliipa will inarli 
wliat it is to oppress aiul expel a elierislu'd iiulividiial from 
Ins j^ovmiineiil, and linally to snljvert it. Nothing stands 
nfk*r him : down go all order and authority with him ; rnin 
and desolation fall upon the eonntry ; the iiolds are nneiilti- 
vated, the wells are dried up. The peoi)le, says JVlr. Duncan, 
promised indeed, some time or otluT, imder sotm* other go- 
vernment, to do something. They will again cultivate the 
lands wlu'ii they can get an assurance of security. My lords, 
judge, 1 [)ray you, whether the llousci of (\)mmons, wluui 
they had read the account which Mr. Jlastiugs has himself 
givim of the dreadful coiiscfjucnces of his ])rnccediiigs, wIkmi 
th(*y had read the accounts given hy Mr. Duncan, of an uncul- 
tivated country as far as the eye C(»uld reach, would not have 
shown themselves unworthy to represent not t)nly the (^)m- 
mojis of (.fr(*at llritain, hut the uu*anest a illagi' in it, if they 
had not brouglit this great criminal Indori* you, and calhal 
upi)n your lordships to j)unish him. 'I’his ruined country, its 
d«?solate tlchls, and its undone inhabitajits, all call aloud for 
Jlritish justice, all call for vengeance upon th(‘ head of this 
ex(*<*rable criminal. 

Oh ! but wc ought to be tender towards his personal cha- 
racter; cxtnmiely cautious in oiir sp(H‘ch ; we ought not to 
let indignation loose. My lords, xvo do let our indignation 
loose. W^e eannot bear with patience this allliction of man- 
kind. AV(J will neither abate? onr energy, ndax in our feel- 
ings, nor in the ex|)ressions which thos('. feelings dictate. 
Nothing hut corruption like his own could t'nahh? any man 
to see su<*h a scene of desolat ion and ruin unmoved. Wc leel 
])ity for the w’orks of (lod and man ; we feel horror for the de- 
iiaseinent of Imman natun? ; and feeling thus, we give* a loos(i 
to our indignation, and call upon your Jordsliijis for justice. 

Htrange as it may a])pear to your lordshij)s, there r(*mains 
to be stated an aggi’avation of liis crimes and of bis victims’ 
misery. Would you consider it possibh*, my lords, that tluTO 
could be aii aggravation of such a cas(* as you have ht‘ard ? 
Would you thiidv it possible for a peojile tu sutler more than 
the inhabitants of Denares have sutfered, from the noble 
possessor of the splendid niansion down to tlie miserahlo teii- 
iiuts of the cottago and the hut ? lies, tliero is a slate ol 
misery, of dcg^rivdittiou- fiw lie ow 4II thitj; you httvq yet 
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Iifanl. It is, iny lords, lli.at llicso iiiisoraMo pooplo slioiild 
f'oiijo to your lordships’ bar, and diMdaro tliat thoy have 
never lelt one of those frriovaiicos of which they complain 
that not one of those petitions with which they pursued Mr. 
Hastings had a word of truth in it ; that they felt nothing 
under his government hut ease, trampiillity, joy, and happi 
ness ; that every day during his gov{‘rnment was a festival . 
and every night an illumination and r(‘joicing. The addresses 
which contain these exjiressions of satisfaction have hecn pro- 
duced at your bar, ami have bei*n r(‘ad to your lordships. 
Yon iTinst have hoard with disgust, at least, thesti flowers of 
oriental rlu‘tori(*, penm'd at ease, by dirty Inrelijig moonshees 
at ( alciitta, who inalu'. these' p(‘opI() ])ut their seals, not to 
di'clarations of tlu'ir ruin, but to twpn'ssions of tlu'ir satis- 
faclion. Yon have; heard what he himself says of the coun- 
try ; you have heard what Mr. Duncan says of it ; you have 
h(‘ard tlu^ crit's of th(‘ coniit.ry itself calling tor justice upon 
him ; and luov, my lords, h<‘ar what lie has made th(*se peo- 
])!(’. say. “ AW. hav(^ lu‘ard that the genthmieu in England 
are displ<‘as(*d with Mr. Hastings, on suspicion that he op- 
])rcsse(l us, th<* iidiahitants of t his ]daeo ; — took our moiu'.y 
hy d(‘C(‘it and force, and miined the country.'’ They then 
di'clare solemidy Ixdbre (lod, fic(*ording to their dilToreiit re- 
ligions, that jMr, Hast ings “ distrihuh'd protection and seeii- 
rily to ndigion, and kindness and ]x'aco to all. He is free” 
(say they) “from the charge of embez/humait and fraud, 
ami his lieart is void of eovetonsiu’ss and avidity. During 
the ])eriod of his govi'mimait, no one ever ex]ierienced from 
him other than proleetion and jusllee, never having felt 
liardships froiif him ; nor diil the poor ever know llu^ weight 
“f an oppressive hand from him. Our characters and repu- 
tation hav(' h(*en always guarded in ijniet from attack, by the 
\igllanei? of his prudence and foresight, and by the terror of 
his justice.” 

Upon my Avord, my lords, Ibe paragraphs are deligbiful. 
th>serve, in tins translation from the L’ersiau there is all the 
tlneney of an English paragraph Avell preserved. All I can 
^ay is, that these pt'ople of llenart's fi*el their joy, comfort, and 
satisfaction in swearing to tin* falsmu'ss of Mr. Hastings’s 
repres(‘ntatioii against himself. In spite of his own testimony, 
they say, neeured happiness and joy to us, He 



loij yi'KKCll IN Tll>: IMPK.VCIIMENT OV 

(•st;il)Jislie(l <li(> foimdiitiou of jusiirc ; and wc nt nil timoff 
iliirinjj; hid govoniincnt lived in coinidrt and ])nssed our days 
in peace.’* Tlie shame of England and of the English govern- 
ment is hero pnfc upon your lordsin'ps’ records. Jlero you 
liave, just following that alllicling report of JNlr. Duncan’s, 
and that account of Mr. Hastings liimself, in which lie saicl 
tlio inhabitants lied before his face, the addn^sses of these 
miserable people, lie dares to impose upon your eyesight — 
upon your coniinou sense — upon llie plain faculties of man- 
kind. He dares, in cont]*adiction to all Ids own assertions, 
to make tlu'se people come forward and swi‘ar tliat they'' 
hav(^ iMijoyed notldng but complete satislardioii and pleasure 
during the whole time of his governmiMit. 

]My lords, i liave done M'itli this busiju'ss. for I have now 
reached the climax of degradation and sufferiiig, ai’ter moving 
step by step through the several slagt's of tyranny and op- 
pression. X have done wdth it, and havc^ only to ask in what 
country do wc live, wlioro such a scene eaii by any possi- 
bility be oilcred to the public eye! 

Let us here, niy lords, make a jiauso. — Yon bavo S(’en 
wbat Benares w^as under its native govc'rnment. You have 
seen tiic eouditioii in which it was left by Cheit Sing, and 
you have seen tlie stale in which Mr. Hastings left it. The 
rankling wounds which lie has iiiflictod upon the country, 
and tlie degradation to which the iuhahitants have been suli- 
jected, have been shown to your lordsliips. You have now 
to consider, wlietiier or not you will fortify with your sanc- 
tion any of the detestable principles u])ou w liieli the prisoner 
justilies his eiiormitii's. 

My loi’ds, we shall next come to another dependent pro- 
vince', w hen 1 shall illustrate to your lordships still furtiu'r 
the ellects of Mr. Hastings’s principles. 1 allude to the 
]>rovinco of Oude ; a eountry which, before our acquaintance 
with it, Avas in the same happy and nourishing condition 
wdth Benares ; and which dates its period of (hadino and 
misery from the time of our mternuMldling with it. The 
!Nabob of Oiido was reduced, as Cheit Sing was, to be a de- 
pendant oil the (.’oinpany; and to be a greater dependant 
than Cheit Sing, because it ivas reserved in Cheit Sing's 
agreement that we sfiould not interfere in his goATrnnieiit. 
We interfered in ex cry part of the Nabtdi’s govcrnmci-t 
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Vc; mlucrd his authority to nothing ; wo uitrodiiml a ptT- 
i'oct scene of Jiiiiireliy aiul confusion into the coiiiitiy, ^^ here 
tlierc was no authority but to rob and destroy. 

I have not strength at present to proceed ; hut T hope T 
shall soon be cnahl(Ml to do so. Your Ior(lshi])s cannot, 1 am 
sure, calculate from your ow'U youth and strenj^th; for t 
have done the best I can, and find myself incapabh*, just at 
this moment of going any further. 

[Adjourned.] 


TRIAL. 

TimusnAV, 5x11 JUNi:, i70i. 


FOrUTH DAV OF KKI’LY. 

(Mil. Buuke.) 

My Lords, — AVlK'n T last had the honour of addressing 
your lordships from tin’s j)la.co, my want of sirength ohiigi'd 
me to coiK'ludi* uIuto the patiimceof a ])(‘o])le, ajid the pros- 
perity (>f a country siihjccted by sohunn trealit's to Rritish 
government, liad concluded. AVe have left hehind us the in- 
hahitaiUs <;f Bmiares, after liaving seen them tlriveii into re- 
bellion by tyranny and oj)])r(‘ssion, and tlu'ir country desolated 
by our iuisrul(\ A'our lordships, 1 am sun', liave had the 
map of India before you, and know that the country so de- 
stroyed and so desolated was about one-fiftli of the si/(' of 
I'aigland and AValcs in geographical extent, and equal in 
])opulation to about a fourth. Upon this scale you will judge 
of the mischief which has been done. 

Aly lords, avc are now come to another devoted province : 
we march from desolation to desolation ; because we follow 
the steps of WaiTi'ii Hastings, Esip, Oovcrnor-Gleneral of 
Eeugal. You will here find the range of his atrocities widely 
extended. But l)i*Jbro I enter into a detail of them, 1 have 
one reflection to make, winch I besci'ch your lordships to 
*m mind throughout the whole of this deliberatiou. Jt 
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ia tin’s ; yon oni^ht iiovor io oonrlndi; Hint ;i innn imiat necea- 
sarily b(i obnoxious, bccaiiae lie is in oUitu’ ivspocts insigiii- 
ficaiit. You Avill see that a man lircd in obsonro, vulgar, and 
Ignoble occupations, and trained in sordid, base, and mer- 
ctmary babits, is not incapable of doing (‘xlensive misebief 
liecanse lu* is littb*, and because bis vices are ofaim'an nature. 
]VIy loi’ds, we bav(i sbown to you aln‘ady, and we aliall de- 
immstrato 1o you more clearly in fiitnrt', that such minds 
jilaced in autboi-ity can do more miscbiid* to a country, can 
treat all ranks and dislinetions with mori' ])rid(', insolence, 
and arrogance, than those who have been born nndt'r canopies 
of slal(‘ and swaddb'd in |>nrpl(‘: you will si‘(‘ that iliey can 
waste a (‘ounirv more elVectually iban Ibe ])rond»‘st and most 
mighty conquerors, who by tb(‘ grc‘aiiiess of tludr inililaiy 
talents have lirst subdiual and afl«M*\vards jibindered nations. 

The prisoner’s counsel have' Ihonght ])r(^per to enhadain 
your lonlslii[)S, and to defend ilnar clitait, by comparing him 
with the men whoarti said to haveerecttal a pyi'amid of nimd-y 
thousand human lusuis. J<ow, look back, my lords, to Be- 
nares; consider the extent of country laid waste and d(‘so]at(‘d, 
aiul its immense population, and then see wludher famine 
may not destroy as Avcdl as the sword ; and whetluu’ this man 
is not as well entitled to rn’cct his jiyramid of nim'ty thou- 
sand heads as any territh*, tyrant of the blast. W(s ftdlow 
him now to another theatre, the terrltorii's of tht^ iNahoh of 
Glide. 

jNty lords, Oiidi? (togi'tluT with the additions made to it 
by Sujnh Dowlah), in point of g(*ogra[)hical extent, is about 
the size of Bngland. Sujali Dowlah, avIio jiosse.ssed tliis coun- 
try as Nabob, was a, ])rinceof a haughty characti'r; f(*rocious 
in a high degree towards his enemies, ami towards all those 
Avbo resisted bis will. He Avas magiiilieent in his ('\pi*nses, 
yet economical Avith regard to Ids nxsonna's ; maintaining his 
court in a ])omp and sjjlendoiir Avhich is perhaps iinknoAvn to 
the sovereigns of Europe. At the same time he Avas sucli an 
O' ouomist, that from an ineonsideralile revenue, at tlu^ begin- 
ning of bis na’gii, lie Avas annually enabled to mak<j great 
savings, .lie thus jireserved, toAvards the end of it, bis peo[)lo 
ui peace, tranquillity, and order; and tliongb bo was an arbi- 
trary prince, be iiev'-'' strained bis revenue to sneb a degree 
qp t ‘ lotic ibeir anirtions, while he tilled his exchequer- 
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iicli appofira to luivc been the true rbarnclor of Siijali .I)u\v- 
lab ; your lordships have board Avbat is ibe cbaraolor ^vbi(.•ll 
tbo j)nsonor at your bar and bis ooiiuscl have ibouglit proper 
to ^ivc you of liiin. 

Sundy, Tuy lords, ibi^ sii uaMoii of ibo ^n'at, as well as of ibe 
lower, ranks in that oouniry niiist b(i a sn})joot of niolanoboly 
reflection to (*very man. Vour lordships’ compassion will, I 
prosuuu*, lead yon to fool for the lowi'st ; and I hope that 
y»iur sympatlK'tic, dij^nily will make you consider in Avbat 
mauiKM* the ]u*incos of ibis oountry are Iri'ali'd. 'fluy have 
m)t only l) 0 (‘n inhaled at your b)rdsbips’ bar wiib indi«;inty 
bv Ibo prisoner, but bis coiinstd <lo not b“ave their anecsloi-s 
1o rest (juit'tly in their graves, 'flay liav(‘ slanderi'd tlua’r 
families, and ba\o ^ono iido scandalous bisloiy, that has no 
fonndatio?i in buds wbalever. 

Your lordships bav(‘ soon bow bo attem])t('d to slander tbo 
aneosfors of (MumI. Sinix, to deny that llu‘y wim'o /.omindars ; 
and y('i bi' must have, known 1‘rom j)rinle(nu)olvs, taluai from 
ib(‘ (’om|iMny’s ro(airds, tlm utlor falsity of Ids doelaraiion. 
Y'^oii ne(‘d only look into ]Mr. \'orelst’s App(‘ndix, a?id Iboi'o 
yon will sia^ that that ooiintry has always boon oalbal tbo 
zondiidaiy of Ibdwant Minjj;. You will find biiu always 
oall(‘d the zcMnindar; it Avas tlu^ known aoknowled«fod nam(\ 
till this i^mitloiiK'n fboujrbt proporat-tbo bar of tb(' llouso of 
(’onnnons to deny that, be was a /.(‘iidndar, and to ass('i*t t hat 
b(^ Avas only an amnil. Jh* slamb‘rs the pc'di^rc'i* of this 
man as mean and bas(‘, y(.‘t lu^ was not asbanuMl to lake' from 
him .tl2.‘b(MK); in like.* manner lnHalo's Irom A/t»p]i nl Dow- 
lab Cl 00, 000, Avbi»*b In^ would have ap]»ropriat(‘d to himself, 
and tiuMi directs bis co\insel to rake, up U\e slander ol* Ihur,^ 
History, ji book of no antbority, a book that no man valu(‘S 
in any ros[)oot or do.uf!’(*o. In this book Iboy find that roman- 
tie, absurd, and ridiculous story, upon Avbieb an bononrablo 
f('llow-manafj;(n’ of inin(\ avIio is mnoli more capable than I 
am of doinj; just i(*e to the subject, has eommenti'd Avitb bis 
usual ability ; 1 allude to that story of spill in*; on tlie beard ; 
th(i imitnal eoinjiaofc to poison um^ anotbi r. 1diat Arabian 
tale, fit Old}'’ to tbrm a ridiculous tragedy, has been jvravely 
menliom'd to your lordships, for tbo purpose of slaiiderinijj 
Hu? podifijroe of this vizier of Oiide, luid making him vile 
m yoer lordships’ ey(*s. My honourable friend bjia expoged t9 
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you ilio ;Tl)fc>ur(lily ot‘ lliosc storios, but Ik; lias uol hIiowu you 
tlio iiialico ofthfii’ propagators. The ju’isojK'j* aiul Iiis roiin- 
s(»l liavc n'lorrod to Dow’s History, wlio rails tin's Nabob 
“tho more iiifainoiis son of an inranioiis Pi'rsian ])c(llai*.” 
Tlioy wish iliat yonr lordships should ronsidor him as a p(‘r- 
soii vilely born, igiiominioiisly cdiiratod, and pj-arlisiiig a 
mean trade; in ordiM* that, wIhui it shall h(‘ |)roved that lui 
and his family were tr(‘ated with every kind of indignity 
and eont(‘m[)t by tlu) ])risoner at your ha?*, the sympathy of 
mankind should h(; w<*akened. (’onsidei*, my lords, tru* mon- 
strous p('rlidy and ingratitude of this man, Avho, after reei'iv- 
ing great favours from the; Nahoh, is not satisfied with ojipress- 
ing Ids otlspring, but goes baek to his aneestors, t(‘ars tluMU 
out of their gravies, and. vilifies them with slanderous as[)er- 
sions. lords, the aneestor of Sujah Dowlah was a gn‘at 
prince; certainly a subordinate prin(*e, b(‘ea use he was a ser- 
vant of the (in'at Mogul, who was well called King of 
Kings, for Ik; had in his service [lersons of high degret^ He 
was l)oru in .PcM-sia; but was not, as is talsidy said, fha more 
injamom son of an infamons Persicn pn/htr, i"our loialsldps 
a?’e not nnaccpiainted Avith the siat(‘ and history of India; 
you tlK'relbn* know that Ik'rsia has been the nnrs(‘rv of all the 
MalKUmalan nobility of India; almost everything in that coun- 
try which is not of (.icntoo origin is of Pm’sian ; so much so 
that the Persian language is the language of tin; court, and of 
every oliice from the higlu'st to the lowest. Among th('S{; 
noble Persians, the family of tlu' Nahoh stands in tin; high- 
(\st degree. .1 1 is fatlu'r’s ancestors were of noble d(‘sci'nt, and 
those of his mother, Mimny Hcgiiin, more emimmtly and 
more illustriously so. This distinguished faiidly, on Jio 
better authority than that of the liistorian Dow, has been 
slandered by the prisoner at your bar, in oriler to di'siroy the 
character (jf those whom he ha<l already rohhed of tludr sub- 
stance. Your lordshi|)s Avill have observed with disgust, how 
the; Dow s and the IJastingses, and the w liole of that tribe^ 
treat their superi(jrs ; in what insoh.nit language tluy speak 
th(;m, and Avith Avhat pride and indignity they trample upon 
the first names and the lirst eliaraeters in that de\otcd coun- 
try. 

J5/it snpposlug if pcrf(;ctly trm; llnit tin’s man was “the 
p^ore infamous son of an infamous IVrsiau pedlar;'* he had 
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ftcii to 1 ) 1 ^ si'condjiry sn\i‘rri^r. :)rtb;ii rouiitry. Ifi* liad 
prcvoiiuo i)t* £15,000,000 sicrliiif;; ii vji.st; ami imnirnHti rrvc- 
Diic; C(jual |)(M’hn])s t«) the d(\-ii* jwmiiir ufllic' king of lOng- 
liiiid. JIo inaiiit.niiiod an army of one Imndn'd and twiMity 
thousand iiu'ii. lie had a splendid eonri, and his eouniry 
was ])r()S])(‘rous and liaj)])y. Sneh w as llie sit mil ion of Snjali 
J)owlah, the Nahol) of Oude, and such the condition of Glide 
mider liis government. With Ins pedigree, i Ixdievo, yonr 
lordships will tliink wo liave nothing to do in the cause now 
hefore ns. It has been ])ressed upon us; and this marks tin? 
ind(‘eency, tln^ rancour, tlie insolimce, the jiridi?, and tyranny 
which the Dows and the .1 1 ast ingses, and tin? peo[)le of that 
class and character, are in the habit of exercising over the 
great in India. 

iM y lords, I. i liall be saved a gr(‘at deal of ti'ouble in proving 
to you 1h(‘ nourishing stall* ot* Oinh*, hi'canse the jirisoiier 
jnliiiils it as laigely as 1 conld wish to stall? it ; and, what is 
more, he admits loo the truth of onr statenn‘nt of the condi- 
tion t(» which it is now reduced (but J shall not let him olf 
so I'asily n])on Ibis point), lie admits, too, that it was left in 
this redma'd and mined state at the close of his administra- 
tion. In his defence he attributi's tiu? whole miseliief g(*iie- 
rally to a iaulty system of go\ eminent. IMy lords, systems 
never inaki? mankind hajipy or nnhapjiy, any tiirtlier than as 
they givr oceasions for wieki'd m(‘n to (‘Xt'reise thi'ir own 
ahoininal-le tah‘nts, subservient to tlieirow n ininx* aboiiiinablo 
disposilimis. 'flu? systi?m,says Mr. 1 lastings, Avas bad ; but 
i was not the maker of it. Yonr lorilships have sei'ii liim 
apply this mode of reasoning to lienares, and yon w ill now' 
see that lie applies it to Omh*. J cann*, says lu*, into a bad 
Bystem ; that system Avas not of my making, but I Avas 
obliged to act aeeording to the spirit of it. 

-Now' evi'ry honest man Avoidd say, 1 came to a bad system ; 
T liad every facility of abusing my jiow er ; 1 bad (W't‘ry temp- 
tation lopeeiilate; 1 bad every iiu-iteinent to 0 [)pri?ss ; Iliad 
every m(*ans of eoncealincjit, by the di*feets of the svstein : 
but J correct (‘d that evil sysh'in by tlie goodness of my ad- 
ministration ; by the ])mdenee, the energy, tlie virtue of my 
eonduet. This is what all the rest of the world Avoidd say: 
but what says J\lr. Hastings? A bad system Avas made to 
my bauds; 1 bad nothing to do in making it. T was alto- 
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p;i‘tiu‘r an involuntary instrument and obliged to cxccul(i 
evtTy e\il ulsieh lliat sysleiii eontaiju'd. ^Flns is the line of 
eojuliict your lordslii[)S arc called lo deca'do upon. J. 

must liere again remind yon that we are at an issue otlaw^ 
]\Jr. Hastings lias avowed a certain set of princnplea upon 
which he acts; and your lordships are therefore to judge 
whether his acts are justillable, b(‘canso ho found an evil 
system to a(‘t upon ; or whether he and all govmaiors upon 
earth have not a gtnieral good system upon w'hieh they ought 
to act. 

Th(^ prisoner tells you, my lords, that it was in eonsecpumce 
of this evil systcMU, that the Nabob, from being a [xnverfid 
j)rinee, Decaux; redueed to a wrcleluMl depciidaiit on the 
Company, and subject to all the o\ils of that di“gi‘adcd state: 
— subject to extorlic)!!, to indignity, to opprc'ssion. All these 
\oiir lordships are called upon to sanction : and because tlx'y 
may h(i eonnecterl with an t'xisting systiMii, \ on are to deelarti 
tlxnn to be an allowable part of a eude for the government of 
liritish India. 

In the year 1775, tliat powerful, mngnilie«'nt, and illustrious 
jirinee, Sujah Dowlah, dl(‘d in possc^ssion of tlx; country of 
()ixl(\ IJe had long governed a happy and cont<‘nt(Ml peo|)le; 
and if W(' except tlx; jiortioii of tyranny which wt; aiiiiiil he 
ri'ally did exci’cis<; towards some lew individuals who iwsist- 
etl his [lower, he was a wise and beiielicent guvm’iior. This 
jirince died in llx' midst of his power and hirtnne, leaving 
somewhere alamt fourscore ehihlren. Vour lordsliips know 
that the princes of the East have a gnvit nnmlier of wives ; 
and we know that these women, though ri‘pute<l of a secon- 
dary rank, ai’e yet of a very high degree, and honourably main- 
tained according to the customs of tlu) East. Snjah l)ow lah 
b;xl but oix; lawful wife: Ix; had by lier but one lawl'nl child, 
A/()[>li id Uowlah. lie h.id about twenty-oixi male ehildicn ; 
the eldest of whom was a person whom you have heard of 
very oJlen in tliese jiroeeedings, called 8aadit Ali. Azoph id 
Dowlah, ])(;ing the sole legitimate son, had all the pretensions 
to succeed his father as sahadar of Oiide, which could belong 
to any piTson under the Mogul government. 

Your lordships will distinguish between a zemindar, who 
is a jKTjU'tual landholder, the hereditary proprietor of an 
estati*, — and a sut.xiar, who derives irom ii:s master's will and 
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^stilv all In's (Miiploynioiits, and who, instead of* having il\e 
Fjnghirdars siihj('ct to liia supposed arbitrary will, is hiinsidfa 
subject, and in list have Iiis sovereign’s jiatent i'oi' his place. 
'J’lierelbre, strictly and properly speaking, there is no sueeea* 
sioii ill the olliee ot* subadar. At tliis time the Company, 
who alone could obtain the sunniids or patent i’rom the Cri^at 
JVlognl, upon account ot* the power they possessed in India, 
thought, and thought rightly, that with an oilicer who had 
no licreditary powiu* then^ could lui no hcri‘dilary imgagc- 
inmits ; and that in their treaty with A/,oph ul Dowlah, for 
whom iluy laid [n-ocured the sunmiil tVom the (Jrcat Mogul, 
they were at liberty to propose their own terms, whii-li, it 
honourable and mutually advantageous to the iu‘w subadar 
and to thc^ Comiiany, tluiv had a right to insist upon. A tn^-ity 
Avas ihen t'ure conchided between I he Com[)aiiy and Azoph ul 
Dowlah, ill wliieb the lattm* siij)iilated to j)ay a Hx(‘d subsidy 
I'or the maiid ('nance ot* a certain numbt'r ot‘ troops ; by whlidi 
llm Com[)any’s linanei's were greatly relieved and tbeir mili- 
tary strength greatly inereasi'd. 

This treaty' did not contain one word wliieb eoiild justify 
any intcrh'iviiee in Iluj Nabob’s govi'rnmi'iit. That evil sys- 
tem, as Mr. JJastings (‘alls it, is not ev(‘ii mentioned or allndt'd 
to; nor is then', 1 again say, one word wliieb antliorizi'd 
W'aiavii Hastings, or any otlu.'r person \\liali‘\er, to iiiterlero 
lithe niti'i’ior all'airs of ins eoimtry. lit* was legally eon- 
stit.iited vlei'i’oy of Oiide. Ilis dignity ofAizier of llui em- 
pire, w.tli all the power which that olliee gave him, derived 
from and lu'ld under the Mogul government, he legally [>os- 
st'ssed ; and this cNil system, which, Air. Hastings says, led 
him to commit tlu' eiiormitb^s of Avhicli you shall hear by 
and by, was neither more nor less than what i have now 
stall'd. 

-Jlut, my lords, llu^ ])risoner thinks that Avhen, iiiidi*r any 
pretence, any sort of means could be furnished of interfering 
in the government of the country, be has a right to avail 
himself of them ; to use them at his [deasim? ; and to govern 
hy his own arbitraiy will. 'riie viziiT, be says, by this 
tivaty was rodneed to a stale of vassalage; and he makes 
this curious distinction in proof of it. It was, he says, au 
optional vassalage, for if lu^ eho.se to get rid of o.ir troops, 
lie might do so and be free ; it' be had not a mind to do that. 
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and ft)und ii bi iirlit in ifc, ilieii lie ^viis a vassal. But there is 
nothing; h^ss true. Hero ia a peraou ulio keeps a subsiili^ivy 
])ody oryonr troops, wliieh he ia to pay for you, and in eon- 
Feqiieneo of this J\lr. Hastings iiiaintaina that he Ix'eonies a 
vassal. 1 sliall not dispute ^vbether vassalage is optional, or 
by foree, or in Avhat Avay Mr. Hastings cousidt^red lliis prince 
as a vassal of the Coinpaiiy. Let it be as he pleased. 1 
only tliink it necessary that your lordships sliould truly knoAv 
the aetual state of that countiy, and the ground upon which 
]\lr. Hastings stood. Your lordships will lind it a fairy land, 
in wlii(!li llu're is a pcTpetual masquerade, wliere no one thing 
appc'ars as it rc'ally is, wliere tlu) person who seems ti) Jiave 
the autliority is a slave, while the pcTson who .seems to bo the 
slave has th(‘ authority. Jn that amhiguous goverimu'jit every • 
thing favours fraud ; everything favours pts'iilation ; every- 
thing favours viohmee ; evm’ything favours conct^alment. You 
will, th('refori\ ])ermit nu^ to show to you what wi‘ro tlu; 
])riiiciples upon which Mr. Hastings appi‘ars, according to the 
evidence befoiv* you, to have acted; Avhat the state of tlie 
country Avas, a(‘cortling to his conceptions of it; and then 
you Avill S('e Ii<nv lie applied tho.so principles to that sl;^J. 

*^The means by Avhieh our government actpiirod this in- 
iliumce,” says Mr. Hastings, “ and its right to extTcise it, Avill 
reipiire a previous explanation.” He then proceeds, “ With 
his death (Sujah Dowlah’s) a new jxditical s^^stem com- 
menced, and Mr. Hristow Avas constituted the instrument of 
its formation, and the t rustee for the management of it. Tlie 
iVabob Azoph ul HoAvlali was deprived of a large part of his 
inheritance : I mean the proviiici) of Benares, attached by a 
very feeble and ])recarious tenure to our dominions ; the 
army lixial to a permanent station iiiarmnote line of his fron- 
tier, Avitli an augiueiited and perpetual snhsidy. A new army, 
amj)hil)iously composed of troops in his servi(*(j and])ay, eom- 
mauded by Mnglish ollicers of our oavu nomination, for tlio 
deftiiK^^ of bis new conquests, and liis own natural troops 
anniliilatiMl, or alienated by tlic insullicieney of bis revenue 
for all bis disbursmnents ; and the prior claims of those Avbieh 
our authority or iidluenco commanded: in a word, he became 
a vassal of the government, but he still possesst'd an ostensi- 
ble soverel'pitv. His titular rank of vizier of the emnne 
rerdcrerl him a conspiemum ( bject of view to all the slate* 
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hiidi the Hritish ^overnineut in Beiijujal exercised its influ- 
ence over him, nuiny points most essential to ils political 
sl renj^th and to thii honour of tlie Hritisli name dc'peiuled.” 

Your lordships see, tlint the system which is supposed to 
iiave reduced him to vassalai^e did not make, as lie coidmids, 
a riolimt t'xcTcise of‘oui’ powcT lU’cessai-y or [iroper ; hut jios- 
essinij^, as tlie Nahoh did, that liii^h nominal di,i;nif.v, and 
heiii!^ in that state of vassala.i;e, as Ylr. Ilastini;s ili()ui;ht 
jiroper to teiMU it, though fh(‘re is no vassalaj^e mentioned in 
tli(' (r(, ly ; beini;, 1 say, in that situation ot‘ honour, credit, 
and character, sovei*ei<;n of a country as larj^e as England, 
\ii‘ldin^an inum'iise revemue, and tlourishiuii; in trade; cm*- 
lainly our lionour dt'piMuh'd upon tht^ ns(' we made of that 
intlucma' wliii li our pow(‘i* ^a\<^ us ovei* him ; and we there- 
f(U-e press it upon your hirdships, that thi* conduct of Mi'. 
llastiuLijs was such as dishonoun'd tins nation. 

lie proceeds: 'that is not a [dace, nor iiavc' 1 room in it 
to prove, what I sliall lier«' content ms self with atlirmiin;', that 
hy a sa(T(‘d and undevintinj^ ohseiaance oJ‘ every pi'iuciple of 
piddic laith the llritish dominion mi^ht have hy this f.ime 
jicipiired the means of its extmision, throui;h a virtual suh- 
luission to its autlmrity, to every n‘i;ion of J I indo^lan and 
Dci'can. 1 am not suri* that J should ailvisc" such a. desiipi, 
were it practicahh', which at this time it certaiidy is not, ami 
I very ini idi tear that the limittal formation of such e<pial 
alliances as mii,dit he useful to our ])resent condition, and 
conduce*, to its improvement, is hecome liable* tei almost insur- 
aionntahle eli jlicnit ie's ; e\e*ry pe>w(*r in India must wish fur 
tlie suppoit e>f enirs, hui they all dread the.* eemne'xiem. 

“The* suhje'edieui eif Ih'iii^al, ami the de'prival iem of the 
family of dallieT All Khan, llu)uji;h an elleet of inevitahh* 
nee*(‘ssltv, the [iresi'iit nsnrpalioiis e)f thorii;lits of the Kabob 
Wallnr Jau in the Carnatie, and tlie Jiecntieiiis viedations of 
tlie treaty exist in^betweentlieroinpanyanel the Nabob Ni/am 
111 Dovvlah, thon"li clie'cked by the remedial interpositiem of 
this <j;ove'rmnent, stand aa lerrihlo precedents as^ainst us ; the 
cllects of onr connexiem witli the Nabob Aze»ph nl Dowlali 
hael a rapid t(*neleney to the same consi*epie'iuvs, anil it 
been my invariable* study to previ*nt it.’* 

Your lordships will r(*nu*niher that the coiuiscl at tac bay 

VOl.. VI u i 
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liav 9 said, that ihcy undertook the defence of Warren Hast- 
ings, not in order to defend liiin, hiit to rescue tlio British 
character from the imputations wliicli liave been laid upon it 
by the Coininoiia of Great Britain. They have said, that 
the Commons of Great Britain liav(} slandered tlicir country, 
and have misrepresented its charaetcT ; while, on the con- 
trary, the servants of the Company Inive sustained and main- 
tained tlie dignity of the English eliaraeter, have kept its 
l)ublic faith inviolate, preserved the pc'oplo from oppression, 
ro(tonciIed every government to it in India, and have made 
(‘very ])(?rsoii under it prosp(‘rous and happy. 

]\'ly lords, you see wliat this man says himself, when en- 
deavouring to prove his own iiiiioecnee. Instead of pniving it 
by the facts alleged by his coniisel, he declares that, by ])re- 
servlng good faith, you might have eoncpuTcd India, tiui 
most glorious conquest that was ever made in tlie world ; 
tliat all llie people want onr assistance, but (lri‘ad()nr(.*oim(*x- 
ion. AVbyl^ J^ccause our wlnde (Conduct has Ix'en oni‘ ])(a’- 
])ctual tissue of pcadidy and bnaich of faith with (‘very j)erson 
who has been in alliance with us, in any modi'- wbatev(*r; 
here is tlic man himso'lf who says it. Can we bear that this 
man should now^ stand up in this phw^e as tlie ass(*rlor of th(‘ 
honour of the British nation against us, avIio charge this dis- 
honour to have fallen upon us by him, through him, ami 
during his government ? 

But all the misidiief, ho goes on io assort, was in the pre- 
vious system, iu the formation of which he had no share ; tlie 
system of 1775, when the first treaty with the Nabob was 
made. “That system,” says he, “is not mine, it xvas made 
by General Clavering, (kdoiml Monson, and Mr. .Francis.” 
So it w\as, my lords. It did them very great honour; and T 
believe it ever will do them honour, in the eyes of the British 
nation, that they look an opportunity, without the violation 
of faith, without the breach of any one Inaity, and without 
injury to any person, to do great and eminent scirvices to tlio 
Company; hut Mr. Hastings disclaims it, nniKHJcssarily dis- 
claims it, for no ono charges him with it. What we charge 
him with is the abuse of that system. To one of these 
abuses I will now call your lordships’ attention. Einding, 
soon after !iis appointment to the ollieeof Governor-General, 
that, the Naliob was likely to get into debt, he turns him into 
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A \issal, and roaolvcs to treat him as such. You will ob- 
8(M*vo that this is not the only instance in which, upon a 
failure of ])aynient, tlie defaulter becomes directly a vassal. 
You rememIxT how Diirbedgy Sing, the moment he fell into 
an arrear of tribute, beearrjo a vassal, and was thrown into 
])rison, without any impiiry into the causes which occasionea 
that arrear. AVith resj)ect to the Nabob of Oude, we assert, 
and can prove, lhat his roveniio was ^^t the day 

of his fatlier’s death ; and if ilm rc'venuo fell oil* aft(‘rwards, 
there was abundant I’t'ascm <o Ix'lievo that ho possessed in 
ahundaiKM* the means of paying llu^ (.'ornpany every farthing. 
IJeforo I. (piit this sulijeet, your lordships will again ptuanit 
me to reprobate the malicious insinuations by wliich M r. Hast- 
ings bas thought proper to slander the virtuous persons who 
are the authors of that system which be complains of. They 
ar(3 men whose cbaracjti'rs ibis country will ev(‘r respect, 
honour, and r(iver(\both tlie living and tlie dead ; th(‘ dead for 
llie living, and the living for the di'ad. 'fliey will nliogetlier 
he revered for a conduct honourable and glorious to (Ireat 
Ih’ilain , whilst I heir names stand, as they now do, unspotted 
hy Ihe least imputation of oppression, breach of faith, ])erjury, 
hrihery, or any other fraud whatever. I know ihero was a. 
faciioii fonmxl against them, upon lhat V(‘ry aeconiit. Be 
corrupt, you have friends ; stem the torrent of (‘orruption, you 
o[»c ri ii thousand venal mouths against yon. ]\len resolved to 
do their duty must be content to snifer sneb opprobrium, and 
1 am content; in the name of the living and of the dead, and 
in the name oftlu^ (\»mmons, I glory in our having appoint- 
ed some good servants, at least, to India. 

Hut tv) picjcecd, ‘‘This system was not,’^ says be, “of my 
making.” You would then naturally imagine that the per- 
sons wlio made this abominable system bad also made some 
tyj'annoiis use of it. Let us see Avbat use they made of it 
(luring lh(3 time of their ninjonty in the council. There was 
an arrear of subsidy duo from the Nabob. J low it came into 
arr(‘ar, we shall consider lu*reaft(M\ The Nabob proposed to 
p:iy it by taxing the jagbircs of bis family, and taking some 
niomy tVom the Begum. This was consmilod to by Mr. Bris- 
tow, at that time resident for the Company in Oude; and to 
this arrangcMvent Azoph nl Dowlali and his advisors lent a 
willing oar. AVhat did Mr. Hastings thou sav of this (rans- 
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action ? iro ciillocl it a violent assinnptioii of power on tlio 
part of tlio council. lie did not, you «ce, then allow that a 
bad system justified any persons whatever in an abuse of it. 
He contended that it W'as a violent attack upon the ri^'jhts 
and property of the parties from Mhom tlu; moiu'y was to bo 
taken; that it Jiad no ground or foundation in justice what- 
ever, and that it was contrary to every priiicijde of right and 
equity. 

Your lordships will please to boar in mind, that afterwards, 
by his own consent, and the consent of the ri‘st of the conn- 
ed, this business ivas compromised bdween the son, tlie 
mother, and their relations. A veiy great sum of money, 
'which was most nsefid to the CVmipany at ihat period, Mas 
raised by a family compact and arrangc'inent among tln'in- 
selves. This jiroceeding was sanctioned ly the Company, 
]\Ir. Hastings himself eonseiding; and a [)](*dgo ivas given 
to thc'Jlegiims and family of the JShdmb that this should ht? 
the last demand made upon them, that it should be consid- 
<‘rod not as taken compulsively, but as a friendly and amica- 
ble donation. Tiny ik'vct admitted, nor did the Nahoh ever 
eoiitond, that ho had any right at all to take this momy from 
them. At that time, it ivas not ]\rr. Hastings's opinion that 
the badness of the system woidd justify any violence as a 
consequence of it; and when the advance neiit of the momy 
was agreed to betw(‘en the parties, as a /amily and amii'ahli* 
compact, he ivas as rc'ady as anybody to propose and sanc- 
tion a regular treaty between tlic ])arties, that all claims on 
one side, and all kind of uneasiness on the ollu'r, should eeasi.‘ 
for ever, under the guardianship of British faith. 

IMr. Hastings, as your lordshijis nMuemher, has conei'dcd 
that British faith is tlie sujqiort of the British empire ; that if 
that empire is to ho maintained, it is to lx? maintained hy 
good faitli ; that if it is to h(^ propagatej], it is to be [)roj)a- 
gatod by public faith ; and that if the British empire falls, it 
will be through perfidy and violence. Th(?sc are tlic princi- 
ples which lie assumes when lui chooses to reproach others. 
But when lie has to d(*fcJid his own perfidy and br(\aclies of 
laith, then, as your lordships ivill find s(‘t forth in his defem e 
before the House of Commons on tlio Benares charge, he 
di'Tiies, or at least ipiestions, the validity of any treaty that 
cen at pres<mi he made with India. He declares that he 
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rolif'idtrs iiJl i it 'a fit's as bring weakened by a considerable de- 
gree of doubt respecting their validity and their binding Ibree, 
in such a state of things as exists in India. 

Wliatevtir was doin', during that period of time to wlneli I 
liavc all lull'd, by the majority of the eouneil, IVlr. Hastings 
etmsidered himstdf as having nothing It) do with, on the plea 
1 ) 1 * his being a dissentient member: a prineij)le whitdi, like 
ofluT ])rineiples, J shall take some notice of by and by. 
Colonel INFonson and (leiuTal Clavering tlied soon after, and 
IMr. Hastings obtaiiu'd a majority in the council, and was 
1 hen, as he calls it, ri'ston'd to his authority ; so that any evil 
that could b(i done by evil men, under that evil system, could 
havt; lastt'd but for a very short time indeed, yrom that 
moment Mr. I lastiugs, in my opinion, became res[)onsiblo for 
ev(‘ry act done in couikm'I whilti he was then', which he did not 
resist; and foriuery cngagt'incnt which hi' did not opjxise. 
i'or vour lordships will not lu'ar that miserahle jai’gon which 
YOU have heard, shameful to ollieo and to oHieial authority, 
that a man, hen he- ha[)[)ens not to find himself in a majority 
upon any measuri', may think himself exeiisable- for the total 
negleet of his duty; that in sueh a situation hi^ is not bound 
1o jiroposo anything that it might he proper to projioso, or 
to resist ail) tiling that it might bo projier to ivsist. AVhat 
would ])(' tlic inference from sncli an assnmjition? That lie 
can iievi'i* aet in a eommission ; that unless a man has the 
snpn'iiie power, he is not responsible for anything he docs or 
iiegleeis to do. This is another principle which your lord- 
ships will see constantly assi'rted and eonstaiilly referred to 
by Mr. Hastings. Now' 1 do eonti'iid, that notwithstanding 
his having been in a minurity, if there was anything to be 
done. Ibat could prevent oppri'ssive conseipienees, be was 
bound to do that thing; and that he was hound to ])ropose 
every possible remedial measure. This proud, rebellions 
proposition against the law, that any one individual in the 
council may say that lie is responsible for nothing, beeaiiso 
he is not the w’hoh' council, calls for your lordships’ strongest 
reprobation. 

T must now' beg leave to observe to you, that the treaty 
was made (and I wish your lordships to advert to dates) in 
the year 1775. Mr. Hastings acquired the majority in some- 
thing more than a year afterwards ; and therefore, supposing 
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the nets of the IbriiKT luajority to Imve been ('ver so luiqiii- 
tous, their power liisttMl but a short time. bVom tlu) 3 'eJip 
1770 to 1784, J\Jr. Hastings had the whole govciriiinent of 
Oude in himself, by liaving the majority in tlie council. My 
lords, it is no oftence that a governor-general, or anybody 
else, lias the majority in the council. To have the genem- 
ment in himself is no offence. JNcitlier was itiiny olf(*n<*o, 
if you please, that the ^abob was virtually a vassal to the 
Company, as he contends he was; for the question is not 
what a governor-general may do, but what Warren Hastings 
did do. He who has a majority in council, and records his 
own acts there, may justily these acts as h‘gal ; 1 mean tluj 
mode is legal. Jlut as lu^ oxocut<‘S whsteviu* he ])roposes as 
governor-general, he is solely respoiisililo I'or the nature of 
the acts lhoms(dves. 

I shall now show your lordships, that Mr. Hastings, find- 
ing, as ho states, the Nabol) to bo made, by tlu‘ treaty in 
1775, eventually a vassal to tlu' Company, has ihonght propeu’ 
to make him a vassal to himstdf, for his own private purpos(‘s. 
Your lordships will so(^ wliat eorrupt and inicpiitous pnrposi's 
they were. Jii the first place, in oiah r tt> annihilate in elli'ct 
tlio coimeil, aiid to tak'(3 wholly from thiun Ilnur eontrol in 
the alfairs of Glide, lu3 snp[)n‘ss(Hl | yonr lordships will lind 
the fact proved in your minutes] the Pm’siaii correspoudeiice, 
which was the whole e()rres|)ondence of Oudt3. 'fliis whole 
correspondence was scjcreted hy him, and kept tVom the 
council. It AVfis never eommunieated to the Persian transla- 
tor of the Coinpiiny, Mr. Colebrooke, who had a salary for 
executing that ollice. It was secreted and k(‘pt iu tlni pi-ivat e 
cabinet of Mr, Hastings; from tin; period of 17S1 to 1785, 
no part of it was communicated to the council. Tlnu’e is 
nothing, as your lordshijis have often found in this trial, that 
speaks for the man like himsilf;— there is nothing will speak 
for his conduct like the records of the Company. 

“ Fort AVilli.'un, lJ)lh February, 7Sr>. 

At a Council; the honoiirahlc John Mneph arson , 

Qovernor-Gentralj J resident ^ and John ISiableSy ICsq. 

“Tho Ikjrsian translate^’ attending, in ol'tidicnce to the 
board’s orders, reports, tlmt since the end of the year 178l 
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thore have been no books of coiTcspoiulenee kept in bia 
ullice ; Occaiisii iVoin that time until ihti late Gov(*vnor-Gene« 
ral’a departure, bo was employed but onee by the ) 2 ;overnor- 
genoral to manage the correspondence, during a short visit 
which Major Davy, the military Persian interpreter, paid by 
the governor’s order to Lucknow. That during that whole 
j)eriod of three years he remained entirely igriorant of the 
t'orrespondeiKie, as he was applied to on no occasion, exce])t 
for a few papoi-s som(dinu‘S siuit to him by the secretaries, 
which lie always returned to them as soon as translated. 

“The Persian translator has receivc'd from Mr. Scott, since 
tlie late Govtu’itor-General’s departure, a trunk containing 
English drafts and translations, and the Persian originals of 
letters and pajiers, with three books in the Persian language, 
ctmtaining copit's of letters, written b<‘tw(‘en August, 1782, 
and January, 1785; and if the board should pU'ase to order 
1li(‘ secrelarit's of the general (h*[)artment to furnish him w^ith 
copies of all translations and drafts recorded in their consul- 
tations, between the 1st of January, 1782, and the 81st of 
Janiiary, 1785, he thinks that he should bi^ able, with what 
he lias jbnnd in Captain Scott’s trunk, to make up the cor- 
rcspoudeiKM' for that period. 

“(Signed) Edward CoDKintooKK, 

Persian Tra n si at or.’ ’ 

1 [(‘ar tlien, my lords, what iH'comcs of the records of the 
Company, which were to be tlic vouchers for every public 
act, wliich Averc to show whelh(?r, in the Company’s trans- 
aeiions, agi-eemeiits, and treaties with the native powers, the 
public faith Avas kept or not. You see them all crammed 
inlo Mr. Scott’s trunk; a trunk into which they jiut what 
they ])lcase, take out Avliat they jilcasc, supjircss Avhat tlu'y 
please, or thrust in whatevtu’Avill answer their purjjose. The 
records of the Governor- General and council of llengal are 
kept in Captain Jonathan Scott’s trunk ; this trunk is to bo 
considered as the real and true channel of iutelligt^ucc be- 
tween the Company and the country powers; but even this 
channel was not o|)en to any member of the council, except 
Mr. Hastings ; and when the council, for the lirst time, dar^ 
ing to think for themselves, call upon the Persian translator, 
he knows notliing about it. We lind that it is given intf 
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liu' liainU of ii ])oisnn iiO)niiiaU-<l liy l\lr. llji.st Ihi^ri, Majol* 
J)jivy. WliJit tlo tlu; Coinpaijy know of iiiin? VVliy, ho wab 
]\Ir. J lasiiiigs’s priviito sccrotary. In this niannor the council 
liavo been annilillaU'd during all these tninsactions, and have 
no other knowledge of them than just what ]\lr. Hastings 
and Ins trunk-keeper thought proper to give them. tMI Iheu 
that we know of these transactions is from this miserabh*, 
impt'rfee.t, garbled (‘oiT(‘spondence. 

Out even if these pa])ers contained a full and faithful ac- 
e(umt of tlie eorn'spondence, what we charge is its not being 
deli\t‘r(‘d to the council as it occurred from tiln(^ to tim(\ j\lr. 
Hastings k(‘pt tlu' wholti gov(*rninent of Onde in liis own 
hands, so that the council had no |)ow(‘r of judging liis acts, 
of ch(*cking, controlling, advising, or remonstrating. Jt was 
totally annihilated by him ; and we chargt', as an act of tri*a- 
son and r<‘bellion against the act of parlianumt by wliicli lie 
hehl his olli(*(;, his (i(‘])riving the conn(*il of tlu‘ir h‘gitimate 
authority, by shutting them out from the knowhalge of all 
allairs, (‘\c(‘pt iiid(‘ed whmi he thonght it expisliimt, for his 
own justitication, to have tlu‘ir nominal coiKMirrencti or siib- 
st‘(]ijent ac(piiescence in any of his imn’c^ viol(‘nt measures. 

Y:^)nr lordships see INlr. Hastings’s system, a systiMu of 
concealment, a system of turning the vassals of the Company 
into his own vassals, to make them contributory, not to tin' 
Comjiany, but to hiinscdf. lf<; has avowed this system in 
Jlenarcs ; he lias avowed it in Oude. It was Ids eoiistant 
practice. Your lordships set‘, in Oude ho kcjpt a eori'isspond- 
ence with Mr. JMarkham for years, and did alone all the 
material acts which ought to have hetm dom^ in (*oiiiicil. He 
delegated a ])ower to Mr. Markham which he had not to «l(’- 
Icgate ; and you Avill see he has dune the same in livery part 
of India. 

AVe first eliarge him, not only w ith acting w ithout author- 
ity, hut wo'th a strong jin siimption, ibumhul on liis conceal- 
ment, of intending to acit mischievously. We luvxt eharg(‘ 
his concealing and withdrawing correspondence as being di- 
r(a*tly cont rary to the orders of the court of dire(rt;()rs, the* 
])i*actie(i of his ofTico, and tlio very naturci and existeii(*i> of 
llie council in which lie was appointed to preside. Wci (diargo 
this as a snbstaniiM) crime, and as the forerunner of the rp- 
pr**ssion, desolation, and ruin of that miserable eoiinlry. 
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*Mr. haviiijij llnis re'inlci’cd tlu‘ hliiid jmd 

i^iii»rant, aiul tanjyoijiuailly lit Tor subsoia iiaury, what duos ho 
iK'xt do ? I am speaking not Avilh regard to tlio time of Iiis 
particular iicts, but with regard to the general spirit of tlio 
proceedings, lie next Hies in the face of the Company, upon 
tluj same prinei|)le on which he removed ]Mr. I'owke irom 
’Ik'iian's. “ J removed him on ])olitical grounds,” says lie, 
‘‘against 1h(' orders of tlu^ court of direi'tors, l)t‘eanse 1 
llionght it nee(‘ssarv that the resident should h(‘ a man of 
mv own nominal ion and eonlidtMua^.” j\t Onde lie proeet'ds 
on lh(‘ same prim-iph*. Mr. Ilristow ha<l het'U noininahal to 
1lu‘ olliee of r(‘sid(‘nt ])y the court of directors. Mr. llast- 
im^s, by an act of parliament, was ordt'red to obtw the court 
t»r diriadors. lie posil ively rtdnses to naaavi' ]\lr. Bristow, 
lor no otluM* reason, that we know of, but bi'canse he was 
n(tminal(‘d bv I1 h‘ court of diri'clors ; Ikj defies the court, and 
declares in elli'ct that tlu'y shall not govtaai that province, 
lint that ht‘ will govc'rn it l)y a iT*si(h‘nt of his own. 

Vonr lordshi[)s will mark his progress in tluM'slablishnuait 
of that new system, which, hi* says, hi* had been obliged to 
adopt, bv tlu^ (‘vil system of his pi’edecessors. h'ii’st, he anni- 
hilales tlu^ council, formed by an act of parliament and by 
order of tin' court (»f directors. In the second place, he de- 
lii‘s till' order of the court, Avho had the undoubti'd nomina- 
tion of all their own si'rvants, and who oi’dered him, under 
the severest injunction, to aj)point jMr. Hristow to the ofiicii 
of resident in Oude. Jle for some time I'efusial to uominato 
Mr. liristow to that olliee; and even when he was forced, 
against his will, to permit him for a whih^ to he th(*re, he 
sent Mr. iMiddleton and Mr. »Johnson, who annihilated Mr. 
Hristowks authority so completely, that no one public act 
pass(*d tlirongh his hands. 

After he had ended thiscoidlict w ith the directors, and had 
entirely shook olVtliidr authority, he resolvi'd that the native 
])owers should know that thiw were not to look to the court 
of directors, but to look to his arbitrary w ill in all things ; 
and therefore, to the astonishment of the world, and as if it 
wen*, designedly to expose the nakedness of the parlianumt 
of Great Britain, to expose the nakedness of the law s of Great 
Britain, and the nakialness of tlie aidhority of the court of 
directors to the country powers, he wrote a letter, which 
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your lordships will find in ]ia»;o 705 of the printed minutes. 
In this letter the secret of liis government is discovered to 
the country powers. They arc given to understand, that 
wliatcver exaction, whatever oppression or ruin they may 
Buller, tliey are to look nowhere for relief but to him. Not 
to tlie council, not to the court of directors, not to the sove- 
reign authority of Great Britain, but to him and liim onl 3 ^ 

Before we ])roce(?d to this letter, we will first read to yon 
the minute of council by which he disnnsscil Mr. Ihistow 
upon a former occasion (it is hi ])age 507 of the j)rinted 
minutes), that yoiir lordships may see his audacious dcfiancti 
of tin* laws of the country. We wish, 1 sa}^, ladore we show 
yon the horrible and fatal (^fleets of this his defiance, to im- 
])ress continually upon your lordships’ minds, that this man 
is to be tried by the laws of the country ; and that it is not 
in his power to annihilate their authority’' and the authority 
of his mastcTS. AVe insist upon it that every man under tlu) 
authority of this country is bound to obey its laws. 'Phis 
minute ndates to his first removal of Mr. Bristow. T read it 
in onhir to show that ho dared to d('fy iluj eoiirt of directors 
so ('arly as the year 1770. “Jiesolved that IMr. John Bris- 
tow 1)(? recalled to the pn'sideney, from the eourt of the Nabob 
of Glide, and that Mr. Nathaniel Aliddleton be restored to 
the appointment of n'sident at that court, subject to the or- 
ders and authority of the (Jovenior-Gem'ral and council, con- 
formably to the motion of ihii ( Jovernor-General.” 1 will 
next read to your lordships the orders of the diri'etors for 
liis reinstatemmit, on the 4th of duly, 1777. “ ITpiui tho 

most careful perusal of your j)ro(‘(M‘diMgs, upon the 2nd of De- 
cember, 1770, r(‘lativc to the reeall of Mr. Bristow from Iho 
eourt of tlu* Nabob of Oinh^, and tho appointment of Mr. 
Natlianiel Middleton to that station, we must declare our 
strongest disapprobation of the whohi of that transaction. VV^e 
observe that tho Govtu-nor-Gencral’s motion for the recall of 
IMr. Bristow includes that for thenrstoration of Mr. Nathaniel 
IMiddleton ; blit as neither of thosi^ m(*asnres appear to us 
necessary or even jiistiliahle, they cannot receive our ajipro- 
bation. 

“ With respect; to Mr. Bristow, wo find no shadow ot 
charge against him ; it appears that ho has executed his trust 
to the entire satisfa. i ion even of those members of the eouu* 
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ml wlio did not concur in hia iippointinont. You have nimn- 
imoualy recoininojidod liiin to our notice — attention to your 
reeounneiidatioii liaa induced us to afford him marks ol our 
favour, and to reiinnox the emoluments alffxcd hy you to Ins 
appointment, wliieh liad been discontinued by our order ; 
and as wt; must be of opinion that a person of a(*knovvled^e(l 
abilities, whose conduct has thus gained him the esteem of 
liis superiors, ouglit not to be degraded without just cause, 
Ave do not liesitate to interpose* in his behalf; and tiu'reforti 
dirt'(‘t that JMr. IJristow do f(»rtli\vith ri‘turii to liis station of 
resident at Oudi*, from which he has been so improperly re- 
movi'd.” 

Upon the receipt of these orders by the council, Mr. Fran- 
cis, tlien ri member of the council, moves, “That, in obedience 
lotlie (^)m])any’s orders, Mr. Hristow bo forthwith appoint- 
ed and din'cted to ridimi to his station of resident at Oiide; 
and that ]Mr. rurling be ordmvd lo dcdivf'r ovtu* chai'gtj 
of th(', iilfice to Mr, Ib’isfow, immediaiidy on his arrival, aiul 
li lnru himself fori hwith to the presid(mcy. Also that the 
(inven.or-lb'ueral be napn^sted to furnish Mr. llristow with 
the usual lett(‘r of enahmee to Ihe Nabob Vizier.’* 

Fjton this motion Ixdng made, Mr. Hastings entered iln* 
foll(Aving minutt?. “ I will ask, Avho is Mi-. I’rislow, that a 
uKiinber of Ihe administration should at such a time hold him 
forth as an instrument for the degradation of the lirst exc'cu- 
live inembcT of this government ? AVhat are tlu^ profess(‘d 
ohjects of ids appointment ? What are the merits and ser- 
vicers, or what the (pialillcations, whiedi entitle him to such an 
uncommon distinction? Is it for his superior inli'grity or 
from his eminent abilities, that he is to be dignilual at such 
hazards of every consideration that ought to inlluence mem- 
hers of this administration? Of the former J know no 
|)roofs; 1 am sure that it is not an evidence of it that he has 
been enabled to make himself the principal in such a compe- 
tition; and, for the test of his abilities, I appeal to the letter 
winch be has dared to write to this board, and which T am 
asiiamed to say we have suffered. I desire that a copy of it 
may he inserted in this day’s proceedings, that it may stand 
hefore the eyes of every member of the board, when he shall 
give bis vote upon a question for giving their confidence to a 
man, their servant, who has publicly iiisultod them, bis mas- 
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UTS, :iii(l im*ml)i‘rs of IIjo L^ovtTinnciii, io whom lie owes 
tiis ol)l'(li(.‘Ju•^^ ; who, assuiniiifr an association with the coart of 
(lin'cttws, and oroctin^ himsclt* into a tribunal, lias arrai<;ncd 
Ihrm tor disohedicjice of orders, passc^d judgment upon 
th(‘iii, and eoiidemned or ac(piitt(*d them as their magistrate 
and siipt'rior. Let the hoard consider whether a man ])os- 
sesst'd of so independent a spirit, avIio has aln'ady sliown 
sncli a contempt of their authority, wlio has shown himselt 
so wretched an advocate for his own cause, ami negotiator 
for his own inter(‘st , is lit !.«> he trusted \\ llh the gnardianshi]) 
of tlu'ir honour, the (‘xecntion of t heir measnn‘s, and as their 
eontidcntial manag(*r and negotiator with the prinees of 
Imlia.” 

^\y lords, you lu're see an inslama^ of what 1 have ht'fon' 
stated to your lordslnps, and what 1 shall take tlie liberty of 
recommending to your constant considi'ration. Vou si^e that 
a tyivmt and a rebel is one and th(‘ sanu‘ thing. Yon S(‘e 
tin's man, at tlu‘ very time that he is a. dirt‘et relad to the 
( ’«>m])anv, arbitrarily and tyrannically displacing Mr. Rrislow, 
altliougli li(‘ had jinndously joined in the aj)[)robation of his 
eondiiet, and in voting him a jieeiiniary reward, is 

ordered liy the court of directors to restore tlrat person, who 
desiri's in a suppliant, (h'cejit, proper tone, that the Company’s 
orders slionld prodiiee their elle<*l, and that the (‘oniieil would 
have th(j goodness to ri'storo him to his situation. 

i\ly lords, yon hav<‘ s('en the audacious insolence, the ty- 
rannical pride, w ith which Ikj dares to trc'at this order. Yon 
have. s(‘en tlu' recorded ininnle which ho lias darinl to send 
to tlici court of din'ctors ; and hi this yon see, that wlien he 
cannot dire- tly asjKTse a man’s conduet, and has nothing to 
say against it, he inalieiously, 1 should perhaps rather say 
enviously, insinnaU^s that lie had unjustly made his fortniu*. 
“ Yon are,” says he, “to judge from the independence of Ins 
manner and style, w licthm' he could or no have got that with- 
out some unjust means.” God forbid T should ever be able 
to invent anything that can equal the impudence of what this 
man dari's to write to his superiors, or the insolent style in 
w liich hi! dares to treat jiersoiis who are not his servants. 

Who made the servants of the Company the master of the 
servants of the Company ? The court of directors are th.cir 
tellcvv servants; they are all the servants of this kingdom. 
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Still llu' ol;iiiii of a follow sorviiiit io liold an ofn^e llie 

court of directors had legally appointed him to, is considered 
by this audacious tyrant as an insult to him. By this you 
may judge how ho treats, not only the servants (jf the 
Company, but the natives of the coniitry, and l)y Avliat means 
he has brought tht^m into that abject siate of servitude, in 
which they are ready to do anything he Avishes, and to sign 
anything ho dictates. 1 must again beg your lordships to 
remark what this man has had llu‘ folly and impndenee to 
|)laee uj)on the nvords of the council of which In; was presi- 
dent; and I Avill veiitnro to assert that so extraordinarv a 
j)(‘rforMianee ]i(‘ver before apjx'ared on tiu* r('(*onls of any 
court, Bash'rii or European. Because Mr. Jh-istoAv claims an 
otllcc; Avhieli is his right and his freehold as long as llu; Com- 
pany chooses, Mr. llastings accuses him of Ix'ing an accom- 
plice Avith the court of directors in a eoiispiraey against him ; 
and bt'canso, after long delays, he had present(‘d an linmhh; 
])otition to haA"e the court of directors’ orders in Ins lavonr 
carried into execution, “lie says, ho has erected liimself into 
a tribunal of jnstiec;; iliat ho has arraigmxl the eonneil for 
(lisol)('di(‘ncc of orders, passed judgment upon tlimn, and eon- 
demiu'd or acquitted t hem as tludr magistrate and siqx'rior.” 

Let us siqiposo his Majesty tolinA^e Ikhui pl(\'is(‘d toapjioint 
any oik; to an otlicc; in the gift of the erown ; Avhat should av(‘ 
lliink of the person Avlioso business it was to execute tin; 
king’s commands, if he should say to tlu; pm-sou ajipoinied, 
Avlien he claimed his olliee, you shall not have it; you assume 
1o he my sn])erior, and yon disgrace and dishonour me? (Jond 
Ood! my lords, wIkti; was (liis Jaiignage !earne<l ; in Avliat 
country, and in Avhat barbarous nation of I lottmitots Avas 
this jargon ])ieked u]) ? Vor tlu*n; is no Eastern court that 1 
ever heard of (and 1 believe 1 ba.v(' bomi as eouversant Avitb 
the manners and customs of the Elast as most ])ersons Avhose 
business has not directly led them into ibat eonntry) Avben' 
such conduct would liaA-c been tolerated. A bashaAA", if bo 
should bo ordered by tbo Grand Soignor to hnest anotluM* 
with his ofliet', ])uts the letter upon his head, and obedience 
ianiualiately follows. 

But the obedieneoofa barbarous magistrate slionld nofcb(‘ 
comnarod to tbc obedienco Avliieb a Jh-ilish snlijeet owes to 
the laws of bis country. IVIr. Hastings roc(*ives an order, 
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whicli lie should li:ivc instantly obeyed, lie is reminded (d 
tins by tljo ]>ersoii who sidibrs from his disobedience : aiirt 
this |)rov('s tluit jx^rson to bo possessed of too independent a 
spirit. Aye, iny lords, here is the grievance — no man can 
dan? sliow in India an independent spirit. It is this, and rut 
his liaving shown such a contempt of their authority, not Ids 
having shown himseli* so wndched an advocate tor his own 
cause, and so bad a negotiator Tor his own interest, that mahes 
liim unfit to be trusted with the guardianship of their honour, 
the CAecution ot‘ their measures, and to bi? their confidential 
manager ajid negotiator with the princes of India. 

But, my lords, what is this want of skill which JNFr. Bris- 
tow has shown in negotiating his owm alVairs ? INlr. Hastings 
will inform ns. lie should have pock(d;ed the letter of tiu? 
court of diri‘ctors; ho should never have made the least 
mention of it; lie should have come to my lianyan, Cantoo 
-Bal)oo; h(* should have oflcj'cd him a bribe upon the occasion. 
'Ihat w(»iild have hocii the way to succtvd with mo, who 
am a public-s[)irit(?d taker of bribes and mizzecrs. But this 
base fool -this man, who is but a vile negotiatoi* for his own 
in1(MM»st, has dari‘d to accept the patronage of the eonrt of 
directors. Jie should have seciirial the protectioji of Cantoo 
Baboo, their more oflicient rival. This would havij liceu the 
skilful mode of doing the business. Jhit this man, it siaans, 
liad not only shown himself an unskilful negotiator, — lu? 
had likewise ailorded evidimeo of his want of integrity. And 
what is this evidence? .11 is having “enabled liimsidf to be- 
come the principal in such a competition.’* 1’hat is to say 
be bad l)v his meritorious conduct in the service of his mas* 
t(jrs, the directors, obtained their approbation and favour. ]\Ir 
Hastings then contemptuously adds, “and, fc»r tlu‘ lest of his 
abilities, .1 ajipi'al to the letter Avbicli he has danxl to write 
to the board, and whieli, I am aslianied to say, we have siif- 
f('r(‘d.” AV'^hatever that lidter may be, I will venfure to say 
there, is not a word or syllable in it tliat tastes of such in- 
Hoh'iice :ind arhifrariness, with regard to the servants of tho 
(Jompany, his fellow servants, — of such audamons rebellion, 
with regard to the laws of his country, as art» contained in 
this minute of Mr. Hastings. 

But, my lords, why did he choose to have Mr. Middleton 
appointed rasidcjit ? Your lordships liave not seen Mr. Bris- 
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tow. you luiYo only lieard of liirn as ii humble suppliant, to 
have tin? orders of the Company obeyea . but you liaA^c seen 
Mr. Middlcioji. You kjiow that IVIr. Middleton is a good 
mail to kcc]) a secret : I describe liim no further. You know 
what qualifications Mr. Hastings requires in a favourite; 
yon also know why he was turned out of his employment, 
with the ajiprobation of the court of directors; that it was 
])iMncipally because, when resident in Glide, he positively, 
audaciously, and rebelliously refused to lay before the council 
the correspondence with tlio country ])ovvers. Ho says lie 
gave it up to JMr. Hastings; Avlndher ho has or has not do 
.slroyed it wo know not; all we know of it is, that it is not 
found to Lids liour. We cannot even find ]\lr. Middleton’s 
trunk, though JMr. Jonathan Scott did at last produce bis. 
'flu* wliole of the Persian correspondenee, during ]\lr. IMid- 
dlclon’s residence, w'as nd'iiscd, as 1 have said, to the board 
.‘it Calcutta and to thi* court of directors; wasrefnsc.'d to the 
legal aulhorilies; and JMr. Middleton, for that very refusal, 
Avas again appointed by JMr. Hastings to supersede ^Ir. Bris- 
tow, removed without a pretence of ollence; he received, 1 
say, this apjioint mmit from IMr. Hastings, as a reward for that 
servile compliance, by which he dissolved evi'ry tie between 
Idm.self and his h'gal masters. 

'fhe inatier being noAV brought to a simph; issue, wdiether 
tli(^ Govm’iior-GeiuTal is or is not hound to obey his sujie- 
riors, 1 shall here leave it Avitli your lordships, ami I have 
only to beg y<mr lordships w ill remark the course of events 
as they follow each other; keeping in mind that the jirisoiier 
at your bar declari*d Mr. Bristow to be a man o\‘ suspecled 
integrity, on account of his independenct‘, and deficient in 
ability, because he did nut kmnv how' best to promote his 
own int('ri‘st. 

.1 must here state to j^our lordships, that it was the duty of 
the resident to transact the money concerns of the Company, 
as w(dl as its political negotiations; you will now see liow 
JMr. Hastings divided that duty after h(‘. hi'came apprehensive 
that till' court of directors might be inclined to assert their 
own authority, and to assert it in a proper manner, Avliich they 
BO rarely did. When, therefore, his passion had cooled, when 
bis resentment of those violent indignities which had been 
oil(‘red to liirn, naiisly, the indignity of being put in mind 
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that lie li!i(l any superior uiuler heaven (for [ Iviiow of no 
other), he adopts the expedient of dividing the rcsideuey into 
two offices ; he makes a tair eoinproniiso between himself and 
the directors. He appoints JMr. JMiddleton to the maiiagi*- 
ment of tlio money concerns, and jMr. Jhastow to that of the 
political affairs. Yoxir lordships see that IMr. Ih’isiow, upon 
whom lie Iiad lixed tlie discpial ideal ion for political alfairs, was 
tlie very pi'rson appointed to that departiiuait ; and to l\li\ 
]\liddleton, the man of his conlidence, he gives the manage- 
ment of the moniy transactions, lie discoviM’s ])lainly where 
his h(‘artwas; for wIkto your tri‘asnre is, llieri‘ will yonr 
heart be also. This private agent, this stilh'i* of corri‘sp< id- 
enee, a man whose costive rettaition discovers no st'cret com- 
mit ti*d to him, and whoso slipjH'ry nuanory is subject tf) a 
(liarrho'a, wluVh jiermits (werything luMlid know to ('scape; 
this very man lie ])laces in a situation when) his talmits conhl 
only be useful for coiU'ealmiMit, and when' coiici'alriieiit could 
only he used to co\er fraud; Avhile Mr. Uristow, who was hy 
his official engagciiK'iit responsible 1o the (kmipany for fair 
and clear accounts, was appointed siip('rint('nilent of jiollticaj 
allairs, an office for which J\lr. .Hastings dc'clarcd he was tfi- 
tally unlit. 

I\]y lords, yon Avill judge of the designs which the ])rist)iH'r 
had in contemplation, when he dared to ct.»mmit this act of 
rebellion against the Company; yon will see that it eoiild 
not have been any tither I ban getting the momy transactions 
of Oiide into his own hands. The presumption of a. ctirrnpt 
motive is h(*re as strong as, 1 l)('lie\(', it possibly can he. 

Tlie next jioint to w'hich 1 have to din'ct yonr lordships’ 
altention is that part of the prisoner’s (Mindiiel in this mat- 
t(‘r hy which he evjiosi'd the nakedni'ss of the Company’s 
antliority to the native powers. Von would imagine that- aft(‘r 
the first dismissal of JMr. Bristow^ Mr. Hastings would have 
done wdth him for eve?', that nothing could have induced him 
jigain to bring forw ard a man who had dared to insult him, a 
man who liad shown an imh'peudenfc spirit, a man who liad 
dishonoured tlic couneil and insulted his masters, a man of 
doiihtfnl int(‘grit;y, and eonvietod nnlitness for office. .But, 
iiiy lords, in the face of all this Ik'j afterwards s(.)iids this very 
man with undivided authority into the country as sole n'si- 
dent : and now' your lordshijis shall hear in what maniior bo 
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accoiijits fur this appuiiitincut to Gobind Jtaiu, tliu vakeel op 
ambassador of the JXubob Azoph ul Dowlah at Calcutta, it 
IS ill page 705 of the printed minutes. 

Ea'tracl of an Arzee sent hfJiajah Golind Earn to the Vizier, 
hjf thc Govcrnor-Gcncrars directions, and uritten the 21th 
of A lujust, 17s 2. 

“ This day tli(3 (iovia’nor-Gt'noral sent for mo In j)rlvale ; 
.‘liter recapitulating the various informations he had received 
ns|)ecting the anarchy and eonfiisioii said to reign througliont 
umr liighncss’s country; and complains that neither your 
highni'ss, nor ILyder Jleg Ivhan, nor ]\Ir. jMiddleton, nor Mr. 
dohiison, I'viT wrote to liim on llie state of your aflairs, or if 
he ever received a letter from your ])resenee it always con- 
tained assertions contrary to the above informations; the 
Governor-General jiroeeeded as follows : — That it was his 
intention to have ajijujinted INlr. David Anderson to attend 
upon your highne.ss, but that he was still with Scindia, and 
there was no jirospcct of his speeily return from his camp ; 
thei’eforo it w;is now his wish to a[>[)oint ]Mr. tlohn Bristow, 
w hu was well e.Nperimici'd in business, to Jjucknow. 'I’liat 
when ^Alr. Mristow formerly held the ollice of rc.sident there, 
h(‘ was not appointed by him; and that notwithstanding Ikj 
liad not shown any instances of ilisobediencc, yet he had 
deemed it necessary to recall him bec:iusc ho had been patro- 
nized and appointed by gentlemen who w ere in opposition to 
him, and had contradicted and thwarted all his measures; 
that this had been his reason for recalling Mr. Bristow. That 
since Mr. Fiamd.s’s return to Eurojie, and the arrival of iii- 
tormalion then' of the deaths of the oilier gentlemen, the 
J<ing and tlie Coiiipaiiy h;id declared tlndr approbation of hi.s 
(llie (»overnor-( ieiierar.s) eouduet, and had eouferred upon 
him till' most ample powers; that tliey had sent out Air. Alae- 
[dierson, w ho w as liis old and partieular friend ; and that Air. 
‘^tiihle.s, that w'as on his w’ay here as a memb(‘r of the suju’emo 
cuiiiicil, w as also his part ienlar friend; that Ah*. Wheh.T had re- 
ceived letters from Mnropo, informing him that the meinhers of 
tile coun{*il w(‘ri> enjoined all of them to cooperate and act in 
cuiij unction w ith him, in every measure which should be agree- 
able to him ; and that there was no one in council now, who 
''as m;t ninlcd vith him, and consequently that his authority 
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was porfi’C't and coinplcto ; that Mr. Bristow, as it washiiown 
to me, liad returned to Enropo ; but that during liis stay 
there he had never said anytliin^ disrespect tu! ot* him, or 
endeavoured to injure him ; on tlic contrary, lie liad received 
ficcounts from Europe that Mr. Jurist ow liad spohen mucli in 
Ids praise; so that Mr. Bristow’s friends laid liecomci Ids 
friends; that Mr. Jiristow had lately lu'en introilm-ed to him 
by Mr. Mac[)herson, had explaim'd his past conduct perfectly 
to his satisiaction, and had retpicsted Irom him iht* appoinl- 
inent to Jjucknow ; and had (h'clared, in the c\cnt of his 
obtaiidni; flu* aj)p(dntinenf , that he should show ev(‘ry mark 
of attention and obedience to the jileasun^ ol' your IdichiU’ss, 
and his, the Governor’s ; sayinti; tliat your hii^hncss was wi*!! 
pleased with him, and that lie knew wliat you had written 
formerly was at the instigation of l\Ir. Middleton ; that m 
conseqnenoeof the foregoing, he, the (Jovt*ruor. had <lel(*nnined 
1o have appointed ]Mr. Bristow to liiiekiuov, hnt had post- 
jionod Ids dismission to his olliee, for f he ibllowiiiij; reasons 
tvidoliecd), jieople at liUcknow mi^ht ihink that Mr. Bristow 
liad obtained his appoint nuait in eonsetpieiua*. of orders fnim 
Europe, and eoiiirary to the (Jovernor’s ineiinaliou ; but as 
llie eoiiirary was the. <‘as(', and as lu* now considered ]\Ir. 
Bristow as the object of his own jiarticular [latronaf^c, there- 
fore he directed me to forward ilr. Jb*istow’s arzee to the 
jiresence ; and that it was the Governor’s wish tliat your hii;li- 
ness, on the receipt tliereof, would write a letter to him, and. 
as from yourself, re(piest of him that Mr. Bristow may be aji- 
])oint(*d to Lucknow, and that you would write an answer to 
this arzee, expressive of your personal satisfaef ion on the sub- 
ject ; the Governor concluded w ith injunctions, that until the 
arrival of your highnuss’s letter, reqiufsting the appointment 
of Mr. Bristow', and your answer to this arzee*, that I should 
keep the particulars of tins conversation a profound secret, fnr 
that the communication of it to any jiorsoii whatever would 
not only cause his displeasure, but would throw'’ aflairs at 
Lucknow into great confusion. The prcjceding is the sub- 
btanco of the governor’s directions to me ; he afterwards w'cnt 
to Mr. ]^[aephe^son’8 and ] attended him ; ^Ir. Bristow was 
there ; the Govei nor took Mr. Bristow’s arzee from his hand 
and delivered it into mine, and thence proceeded to council : 
Mr. Bristow’s arzee, and the following paitii iilars, Itransinu 
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ami oominiinicalo by tlio Oovenior’s dim;! ; ajid .1 rocjuost 
Ibal I inny be ravoured Avitli the answer 1o the arzee, jiml tho 
letter to ilie (Governor, as soon as possible, as Ins iiijiinelioua 
to iiK? were very p;irti(‘nlar on the snbj(*et.*’ 

iVIy Inrils, I liave to observe upon iliis V('ry extraordinary 
transaetion, that, you will set‘ many Ibinujs in tins biter that 
are (*nrions, and worthy of b(‘inu: taken out of that abyss of 
secrets, INIr. Scott’s trunk, in wliieh this ar/ee was toimd. 
ll contains, as Jar as (lie prisoma* thinks projier to reveal it, 
the true scrivt of the transaetion. lie' <-onlessf*s, liixst., tlui 
slati‘ of the vi/ier’s country, as cnminimicated to him In 
xarions aeeonnts nf t he anarchy and <*onfnsi(»u sai<l to reii^n 
ihnmij;hont his territories. This was in the year 1782, dnriiuij 
the time thattlu' Omh^ corri'spomhaice was not commnnicated 
to the council. 

lie lU'xt stated, that neither the \ i/ier, nor his minister, nor 
Mr. iMiddh‘t<»n, imr M?’. Johnson. ev<“r wrote to him (>n the 
stale of affairs. Here then are thna' or four jxa'sons ail nomi- 
nated by himself, <;very one of them snppost'd t(> bc^ in his 
strictest coniid(‘n<‘(‘ ; th.e* Nabob and bis vassal llytler Bej; 
Klian beini;, as xv(5 shall slnnv afterwards, mitindy his dejicnd- 
ants; and yet j\lr. ilastiiuijs declares, that not. one of thmii 
had done th(‘ir duty, or had writtcni him om' word concern in 
tilt! state of the country, and the anai’chy and confusion that 
jirevailod in it, and that xviuui Ibe Nabob did writi% his as- 
sertions were contrary to the n*al state of things. Now this 
irregular corn'spondence which he carrii'd on at Lucknow', 
and which gavi* him, as he pretends, this contradictory inform- 
ation, xvas, as your lordships will sei*, nothing more nor 
less than a complete fraud. 

Your lordshijis w ill next observe, that be tidls the vakeel 
Ins reason for turning bim out. was, that be bad been patroU' 
•/cd by other gentlemen. This was true; but they bad a 
right to patroni/.e bim, and they did not patroni '.e bim from 
private motivc^s, but in ilirect obedience to th.e ordi'r of tlie 
court of directors, lie then adds the assurance xvhich he 
had received from JMr. Bristow, that be would be ]H'rfectly 
obedient to bim, iNfr. .Hastings, in future : and be goes on to 
tell the vakeel, tliat he knew the vizii*r was onee will pleased 
'vitli him (Mr. Bristow), and that his formal complaints 

• K 2 
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against, liiin wcm’c AvritttMi al the instigation of INfi*. IVIiddle- 
ton. 

II ('IV is anollior discowry, iny lords. AVlii'ii In* iveallc'a 
JNIr. Bristow, lie did it nndor tlie pivloncc ol* its being de- 
sired by tlio Kabob of Onde; and that consequently he 
would not keep at the Nabob's court a man tliat was disagnv- 
a!)Ie to liim. Yet, wlien the thing comes to he opened, it 
appi'ars that jNfr. JNriddhdon had made tlie Nabob, unwillingly, 
write a false lettm*. This subornation of falsehood ajipears 
also to have bc'cn known to Mr. Hastings. Did he, either 
as tlie natural guardian and ])rotcctor of the reputation of his 
fellow si'rvants, or as tlu' oifuMal administrator oi‘ the laws ol* 
his count rv, (»r as a fait hi ul servant of the (\)inj)any, evi'r 
call Mr. ]\lidd]eion to an account for it? No, never. To 
(‘vervbody, tlu'rofore, atapjainti'd with the eliaraeti'rs and 
circunistaiuvs of the parties coneeriK'd, the (vmclnsion will 
apjiear evident, that Ik? was liims(‘lf the author of it; lint 
your lordships will find there is no (‘lul of his insoU'iua^ ai\d 
duplicity. 

]|(? next tells the vak('(‘l, that tlic reason why he jiostponed 
the mission of Mr. Bi’istow to Luchnow was Jest the' people 
of Jiueknow should think lie had obtained his ajijmintment 
in conse(jiu‘nco of orders from Eurojie, and contrary to tlu^ 
Governor’s inclination. You see, my lords, he 'would have 
the peojde of the country bedieve, that they are to receive the 
])erson appointed resident, not as ai)pointial by the Company, 
but in conse([uenco of his being under Mr, Hastings’s [lar- 
ticnlar patronage; and to remove from them any suspicion 
that the n'sident would obey the orders of th(^ court of di- 
ri'ctors, (»r any orders but his own, he pi’Oiveds in the manner 
I /lave read to your lordships. 

You here s(^e the wholi* machinery of the busiiu'ss : he rc^ 
moves ^Ir. Bristow, contrary to the orders of the court of 
dirc'ctors. AVhy ? lic'cause, says he to the court of directors, 
the Nabob complained of him, and desired it He here says, 
that he kiu'W the! Nabob did not desire it, but that the letter 
of com])laint really and substantially was JMr. IMiddJcton’s. 
Lastly, as luj recalls ]\Tr. Dristow, so ho wishes liiin to bo 
called beck in tln^ same fictitious and fraudulent manner. 
’FI. is system of fraud ])rovcs tliat there is not one letter from 
that country, not one act of tluG viz;ier, not one act of hifl 
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nHni>t(!rrf, not ono ad of liis aniba.ssailurs, l)iii what is false 
and fraudulent. And now think, my lords, first of the slavery 
of the Company’s servants, subjected in this manner to the 
arbitrary will and corrupt frauds of Mr. Hastings ! Next 
think of the situation of the princt*s of the country, obliged 
to complain without matter of complaint, to a|)])r(JV(‘ without 
satisfaction, and to have all their correspondence fabricated 
by j\lr. Hastings at Calcutta! 

15ut, my lords, it was not indignities of this kind alone 
that the nativci princes suib'red from this systinn of fraud 
and du])lit*ity. Their more essential intt‘n*sts and those ut 
tlu‘ people were involved in it ; it pervaded and poisoned the 
whole* mass of 1 heir internal government. 

Who was tlu* instrunu'iit t‘m])h)yed in all this double deal- 
ing ? (robind Jtain, tiui vi/ier’s dijdoinatic jriinistt'r at Cal- 
cutta. {Sus[jicious perpetually arise in his mind, whether he 
is not cheated anil imposed upon. He could never ti'll when 
he had Mr. Hastings llxed upon any point. Hi* now llnds 
him recoininending Mr. Middleton, and then declaring that 
Mr, Middleton neglects tin* duty of his oitice, and gives him, 
Gobind Kam, information that is fraudulent and directly con- 
trary to th(^ trutli. He is let into various contradictory se- 
crets, and becomes acipiainted with innumerable frauds, 
falsehoods, and prevarications. Me knew' that the whole 
|)ret(*n(led government of Oude was from beginning to (‘nil a 
dec('pliuu ; that it was an imj)oslure for the purpose of cor- 
ruption and peculation. Suirh was ihe situation of the Na- 
bob’s vakei*!. I’he Nabob himself was really at a loss to 
know who had and w'ho had not the Governor’s conlldenee ; 
whether ho was acting in obedience to the orders of the 
court of din'ctors, or whether lhi*ir orders w't're not always 
to be disobeyed. He thus writes to Gobind Kam, who was 
exactly in tlie same uncertainty. 

“As to the eominands of Mr. Hastings, which you Avrite 
on the subject of the disiriiciion of tlu* country, and the w ant 
of information from me, and bis wishes that, as Mr. John 
Kristow lias slunvu sincere w'islies and at taehment to Mr. 
Hastings, I should write for him to send JMr. Joliii Bristow; 
it would have been proper and necessary for you privately 
to have understood what w^cro INFr. Hastings’s real intentions. 
Whether the choice of sending Mr. »lolui Bi istow' was his 
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own (Icsin*, <»!• \\lK‘tlu'r it was in conipliaiua^ with Afr. ]\tat‘- 
|)li(‘is<»ii\ ; that 1 mij^ht tlu*n havr written eonibrniahly 
lliereto ; w ritinj^s are now sent to \on for l)i)th eases. Max- 
]jri\att‘i\ niulerstood tlie wishes of Air. llaslinjjjs, deliver 
wliieliever of the wiitioi^s he should ortler you, for 1 study 
Air. Hastings’s sat isfaet inn ; whoever is his friend is mine, 
and wlioi'ver is Ins eiuMuy is mine; hut in both these cases, 
my wi>lu‘s are t’ne same ; that haviuLi; consented to the ])a|)4'r 
ofijut'stions wliieh Major Davy earrital with iiiin, and haviiii:; 
^;iv<‘n me the anthoi'ilv (»f thi‘ etmutry, w honu'ver hi‘ may af- 
terwards appoint, 1 am sati>fn‘d ; .1 am mnv l)i’on‘;ht to ereat 
distri'ss by thesi' j^enth'iuen, who ruin me; in ease of con- 
sent, I am coideided with Alajors Davy and Halmer. llt‘re- 
afler, whatever may l)t‘ Mr. llastini^s’s desii’i*, it is ])est.” 

Here is a poor, misi‘ral»h‘ iiistrnmeul., eoulessiui^ himsel. 
to 1 ) 1 ! such, ruined by Ah*. Hastini;s’s puhllc* ai;imt s, Mr. Alid- 
dlelon and Mr. .l(»hnson ; ruiimd by his privatt‘ a^cid s, Alajor 
Davy and Alajoi* Palima*; ruined ecpially by them all; and 
at last deelariiii^^ in a tom* of (h*sj)air, “ If yon havi* a mind 
really to ke('|) M;ij<u‘ l);i\y and Alajor Palmer la*r(‘, why I 
must eoiist nl to ii. Do w hat \ou [)!ease w ith im' ; 1 am your 
ereatun*; for (lod’s sake, let me havt^ a lilth* i*est.” 

Voiir lordships sli.all ne\t lu'arwhat aci'oimf H\der Peo 
Khan, the \ i/.ier's prime miuislei*, <pv«‘s ot’ ihi* situation in 
whii'li lie and his ma-ter u< re [)laeed. 

hlcti'di'l of a Ij Ucr fnnn llj/tlrr Jht/ Khan ; rnricvd 

Ajn'H, 17So. 

1 liopi* that such oialers and commands as relati* to the 
IVieiidslnp hetweeii his luLdiuess and tin* (k)mpany’s i^oxern- 
ments and to youi’ will, max he sent throni'h Alajtir Palmer, 
in your own prixate letters, or in xour h‘tters to thi* major, 
who is aj)pointed from xoii at the pri‘senei‘ of his hi‘»hm‘ss, 
that, in obediema! to xour orders, lu* may pio[)erly explain 
your eommaiuls, and xvhat<‘xer alfair may be st!ttled, he may 
lirst secretly inibnii you of it ; ami afti'rxvards bis hi^hni*ss 
may, ('oidbrmahly llien'to, write an ansxver, and L also may 
represmit it. I>y tliis .system, your |)I(‘asiir(! will alxvays bo 
fully ma<Ie know n ' » his highness, and his highness and we 
xvi:! ex(‘cuti' whatevei- may b(! }our orders, xvithont deviating? 
Vl.at bohinudlh ; . ud li*t not t lie rcprcdcutatioiis of interested 
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p»;-rsoTis bo apjjruvotl ()t‘, beoausi* liia ]i!glni(‘ss nuikes lio oppo- 
BititJii to yoiii* will; and J, your sorvaut, am ready iu obe- 
dli‘iu ‘0 and servioi*, and 1 niakt' no cxcnj^ort.” 

^\)\v, iny lords, was iben) over snob a diseovury made of 
Iho arcana of any jiublin tbealre ? Yon see bero bebind tbo 
ostensible seenei’v all tbo crooked working of tlie inacbinery 
developed^ and laid open to tbo world. You now’ see by 
Avliat secret inovcMiient tbo master of ibe meebanism bas eon- 
din't(Hl lli(^ gr(‘at [ndian opi‘ra, aji opera of iVand, dec(‘ptions, 
and liarbapiin Irii-ks. You bav(‘ it all laid opc'ii before yon. 
'riie ost('nsil)b! sc(;ne is draw n asiile ; it bas vanislual IWmi 
y()iir sight. y\I1 tbo strut t ing signors, ainl all tbe soft sig- 
noras, are goiu' ; and instead of a brilliant spectacle of de- 
scending ebaritits, gods, goddt'sses. sim, moon, and stars, you 
have nolbiiig to ga7(‘ on but sticks, wirt‘, ropes, and ma- 
eliinery. Yon tind tin; a])pearance all falsie and fraudulent ; 
and you stai tbe wbole trick at onc(‘. All this, my lords, w’o 
(uve to 31a jor Scott’s trunk, wbicb, by admitting us bebind 
tli(‘ sei'iie, bas enabled ns to discover tbo real stato of Mr. 
Ilastiiigs’s goMM*)\m('nt in India. And ean your lordsbipa 
bebe\e that all this meebanism of fraud, prevarication, and 
falsebooil c(Jiild leivo b(*eu iidendcd for any purpose but to 
I’orward that ri)bbcry, corruption, ainl ])eenlatiuii by wbieh 
31 r. Hastings lias (l»‘>troyeil one of the Ilnest countries u])ou 
('artli! Is it luaa'ssary, after ibis, for me to tell you that 
}oii are not to believe one wtird of the eoiTespondenee stated 
by bim to bavo been received from India? Tins diseovery 
goes to tb(^ wbole matter of tbo whole government of tbo 
eountry. 3"ou have seen what that government was, and by 
and by you shall see the elfeets of it. 

Your lordsliips have now' seen Ibis trindv of 3Ir. Scott’s 
I'fodiu-ing tbe elfeets of Aladdin’s lamp, of wbicb your lord- 
sliips may read in books nnieb more worthy of credit than 
31 1 *. Hastings’s eorresjKmdenee. I have given all t ho credit 
of till's piveions diseovery to 31 r. Scott’s trunk ; but, my lords, 
i lind that J ha\e to ask jiardon for :i mistake, in supposing 
^be letter of llyder Heg Khan to be a part of 3lr. Hastings’s 
corn^spondence. It comes from another quarter, not much 
h'ss singular, and cipially autbentio and uninipeacbablo. But 
though it is not from the trunk, it snudls of the trunk ; it 
ban Us of tb(' leather. T was as proud of my imaginary di8« 
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cnvcry aa Saiicho i’anclui was, that one of liis ancestors had 
discovt'rcJ a taste of iron in some wine, and another a taste 
of leather in the same wine, and that afterwards there was 
found in the cask a little key tied to a thong of leather, 
which had given to the wine a taste of both. Is"ow, whether 
this letter tasted of the leather of the trunk, or of the iron of 
Mr. Maepherson, I confess 1 was a little out in my suggestion 
and my taste. The letter in question was written by llyder 
Beg Khan, after Mr. Hastings’s departure, to IVIr. Macplier- 
Bon, when he succeeded to the government. That gentleman 
thus got possession of a key to the trunk, and it apj)ears to 
have been his intentions to follow the stt'ps of his prede(?es- 
sor, to act t'xactly in the same manner, and in the same man- 
ner to make the JN’abob the instrument of his own ruin. 

This letter was written by the Nabob’s minister to Sir 
John Maepherson, newly inaugurated into his government, 
and who might be supposed not to be acquainted with all the 
best of j\Ir. Hastings's secrets, nor to hav(f had all ilie Inink 
correspondence put into his hands. J lowever, here is a trunk 
extraordinary, and its contents are much in the mainu'rof the 
other. The Nabob’s minister aeqiniints him willi the whoU? 
secret of the system. It is plain tliat the Nabob considered 
it as a system not to be altered ; lliat there was to be nothing 
true, nothing above-])()ard, nothing ojxwi in the government of 
his affairs. When you 1 bus see that tlier(M*au be little doubt 
of the true nature of the govt*rninenl, [ am sure that hen*- 
after, when wo come to consider the elfoets of that govern- 
ment, it will clear up, and bring home to the prisoner at your 
bar all we shall have to say upon this subjt'et . 

JMr. Hastings having thrown off eomplet(‘ly the autlioritv 
of the Comj)aiiy, as you have seen; having trampled n[)on 
those of their servants ^vlio had manifested any symptom of 
independence, or avIio considered the orders of the directors 
as a rule of their conduct; — having brought every English- 
man under his yoke, and made them supple and fit instri^ 
ments for all liis designs, then gave it to be understood that 
such alone were fit pers(ni3 to employed in important af- 
fairs of state. Consid(jr, my lords, the elfect of this upon tin' 
whole service. No’ one man that appears to ])ay any regard 
to ^he authority of tln^ directors is to expect that any regard 
iki'l be paid to himself. So that this man not only rebels 
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ill liis (iwii jH'i'rton ;i»!;ainst Iho antluirity of tluj CVjIii- 
paiiy, but he* iriiikos all their servants join him in this very 
rebellion. Think, my lords, of this state of tilings; and 1 
wish it never to pass from your minds that I liave called him 
the captain-general of the whole host of actors in Indian 
iniquity, under whom that host was arrayed, disciplined, aiul 
paid. This language which I used was not, as fools have 
thought proper to call it, olVensivc and abusive ; it is in a 
proper criminatory tone, justilied by the facts that 1 have 
stated to yon; and in every step we take it is justilied more 
and more. 1 take it as a text upon which I mt*an to prt'adi ; 

1 take it as a text, which I wish to have in your lordships* 
memory from the beginning to the en«l of this proceeding. 
.He is not only guilty of iniipiity himself, but is at the head 
of a system of iniquity ami n'hidlioii ; and will not sillier, 
with impunity, any oni^ honest man to exist in India if he 
can h<‘Jp it. Kvery mark of obedience to the legal authority 
of the Company is by him condemned; anil if lliere is any 
virtue remaining in India, as 1 think there is, it is nut his 
fault that it still exists there. 

We have shown you the servile obedience of the natives 
of the eo untry ; we have shown yon the miserable situation 
to whieh a great prince, at least a person who was the other 
day a great jn’inci*, \\as rediieed by JMr. Hastings's system. 
We shall next show you that this princig who, uul'ortunutely 
for liimself, beeame a dependant on the Company, ami there- 
by subjected to the will of an arbitrary government, is made 
by liim the instrument of bis own degradation, the instru- 
ment of bis (the Covernor’s) falsehoods ; the instrument of 
his ])eculations — ami that he had been subjeeted to all tliis 
degradation for the purposes of the most odious tyranny, 
liolenee, and eorniption. 

iMr. Hastings, having assumed the government to himself, 
soon made Oude a private domain. It had, to be sure, a 
public name, hut it was to all practical intents and purposes 
his park or his warren ; a place, as it were, for game, whence 
he drew out or killed at an earlier or later season, as lie 
thought tit, anything lie liked, and brought it to his table 
according as it served his purpose. Before I proceed, it will 
not be improper for mo to remind 3’^our lordships of the legi- 
timate ends to wliieli all eontrollin« and superintending power 
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ought to hr iliifrlrd. WlictIuTJi iiniii JU'(|iiircs this povvef 
bv' hiNV or hv iisiirj)atiun, Ihi'n* :ir»> oorliiin iittaohed to 

his Ja‘t us now soo what th(‘so (lutit‘H ai’t*. 

The iiivt is to take care ot* that vital principh,‘ of every 
{state, its revenue. The next is to preserve the magistracy 
and legal authorities, in honour, respect, and force. And the 
third to ])reserve tlie property, moveable and immoveable, of 
all the people committed to his charge. 

In regard <o his first duty, the protection of tlie revenue ; 
your lordships will find that from tlirci' millions and upwards, 
which 1 siatt'd to be tlie ri‘venue of Onde, anil whieh Mr. 
Hastings, J believ(‘, or anybody for him, has never thought 
])rop('r to ileiiN — it sunk under Ids maiiagmuMit to about 
JUI, 140,000 : and I'ven this, 31 r. jMiddletoii sn\s (as you m:iy 
see in yoiii* miiiu(es), was ii»»t eomjihdety realized. Thus, 
iiiy lords, you see that one lialf of the wliole revtajiio of the 
eouiilry was losi; afler it ejime into 31 r. Hastings’s nuinage- 
liieiit. 'Well, but it may ]M‘rhaps be said this was owing to 
the Xahoh’s own imprudenee. iVo such thing, my lords; it 
could not b(' so; tor the whole real julministration and go- 
vernment of the emintry was in the hands of .Mr. Hastings’s 
iiireiits, public or private. 

'IV) let you see how' [irovideiit 31 r. Hastings’s management 
of it was, I shall ])roduee to ynur lordships one of the prin- 
cipal maiiOMivres that 1i«j adojitrd tnrlhc im[)rovement. of the 
riwenue and for tiie hajipiness and prosperity of the country, 
1h(> latti'r of which will aiwa\s go along, more or less, with 
the iirst. 

The N{ib;»l), whose acts yonr lordships liave now learned to 
apj)i-<‘ciate jis no other than lluj acts of Mr. Hastings, writ(‘.s 
to the council lo have a body of JJritisli olfieers for the ]uir- 
poses of Jjiiproviiig the discij)liii(» of his troops, collecting In's 
i*cvenui‘s, and repressing disorderand outrage among his snh- 
jeets. This proposid was ostensibly fair and jiroper; and if 
1 had bei n in the council at tliat time, and th(‘ 3idibob had 
really and bona tide made sneli a raapiesi, I slionld have said 
he had takmi ji very reasonable and judicious step, and that 
the Compjiiiy ought, to aid him iii liis design. 

Among the otiic' s sejit to Oude, in efinsefjuenei? of thid 
ref|Uisitioii, was the well-known Colonel Jiannay, a man 
tfcboae naii'.c will he bitterly and long remendiered in India. 
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3’liis ])mnii, W(‘ miderstniij], liatl boei] renminioniliHl io Mr. 
llastijiga by JSir Kiijiib Impcy, and Ida appoint iiuMit was tb(* 
jiatiiral consotpuMire ui* siu*b palroiiago. J say Ibo natural 
conat‘(pit*nco, beoauso Sir Elijali Tnipoy appears on your 
luiuutes to have been Mr. Hastings’s ]>rivate agent and nego- 
tiator in Oude. In that light, and in that light only, 1 eon- 
si(l(‘r Cok)n(*l Haunayin Ibis business. Wo eaiinot ])i*()vo 
that lie Avas not Mr. Hastings’s own nomination originally 
and primarily ; Imt Avliether w(^ lain? him in this Avay, or as 
rt'i'omnu'uded l>y Sir Klijah Impoy, or anybody else, Mr. 
Hastings is ('(pially n'spousibh\ 

(‘olom l Hannay is sent up by ^Ir. Hastings, and bas the 
eommaud of a brigade, of two regiments I think, given tt) 
him. 1'hus far ail is a[)parently fair and easily iiinlerstood ; 
but in this eountry we timl (‘verything in masquerade and 
disguise. We iiiul this man, insti‘ad of bidng an oHieer, 
farmed the revenm^ of Hu; eoimtry, as is provcHl by (Viluiiel 
Liimsdeii and other gimtlenu'ii, avIio Avere his sub-farmers and 
his assistants. Hen‘, my lords, we havi^ a man who appean'd 
t.» have been s(‘nt up tli<* eounlry as a. eommandm* (»f tn^ops, 
agrec'ably to the Nabob’s r<‘(piest ; .‘iiid Avbo, upon oiir impiirv, 
\\(i diseover to liavi* liemi jarmer-giMKU'al of the eountry ! 
We diseoser this with surprise ; and I b(dii‘\«‘ till our iii- 
qniri(*s began it AViis indviiown in Knropc'. We bav(‘, bowi‘\er, 
proved upon your hirdsbips’ minutes, by an I'videiiee pro- 
ilneed by !Mr. Hastings himself, that Colonel Hannay was 
actually larmm’-gtmeral of the eouiitries of Jlarrateh and (Jnr- 
niekjmre. AVe have proved upon your minutes tliat Colonel 
Hannay Avas the only [n'rson ])ossess(*d of power in tb.e eonn- 
try; that tluTe Avas no magistrate in it, nor any administra- 
tion of the law whalevt'r. Wi* have proveal to your lordsliips 
tliat ill his eharaetc'r of farmi*r-general lu‘ availial himsidf of 
t h(* iullneiiia; derived from eommanding a battalion of soldii'rs; 
ill short, we have proved that the Avbole poAver, civil, niili- 
tary, innnieijial, ami linaneial, resided iu him ; and we furilu*r 
refer your lordships to Mr. liUinsdeii and Mr. Halbed for tbo 
authority Avbieb lur possessed in that eountry. Your lord- 
J^hips, J am sure, Avill supply Avith your diligence Avhat is 
defective in my statement; I luive therefore taken the liber- 
ty of indicating to yon Avhere you are to ilnd tbc evidence to 
wiiicli T refer. A"(»u will there, mv lords, find this Colonel 
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liamiav in a characUT — he is eslensibly tn Iho 

iS^abob as a coiiiiiiaiKler of his troops ; while in reality lie is 
forced upon that prince as his fariner-geiicral. He is invested 
with the Avhole command of the countiy, Avhile tlie soverci/^^u 
is unable to control him, or to prev(*nt his cxtortiii" from the 
people whatever he ])l('ases. 

It* we are asked what t!\e tmans oF his farm wimv; -we 
cannot discover that he fanned the count rv at any certain 
Sinn. AVe cannot discover that he was snhjt>ctt*d to any 
terms, or confined by any limitations. Armed with arbilrary 
power, and exmvisinu; that powm* iimhu* a false 1ith‘, bis (‘x- 
actions from the pcuir natives wcw) only limitial by bis own 
jileasure. Umh'r these eiiviimstanci's, xve art' now to ask 
what there xvas to jn*ev<*nt him from robbing and rninini:i; tlu* 
people ; and w hat security ai^ainst his rohhini^ th(' i‘xcht‘ipier 
of the person whose revtmne ht? farmed? 

'Von art' itihl h\ llie witnesses in tht' eh'art'sl, mannt*r, ami, 
aft('r what yon havt^ heard of tlu' slate of Onde, yon cannot 
donht the fact, that nobody, nt>1. (‘ven tlu' Nabob, da ret I to 
complain ai*jiinst liim ; that ht* was censidt'rt'd as ;i man 
authorized and supjiorted hy tlu* powm'of llui Jh'itish ^t)Nern- 
ment ; and il is j>roved in the (witlence hefore ytm that ht' 
vexetl and harassetl tin* country to the utmost extent which 
vro havt^ statt'd in om* artiehi of ehargt', and w hich yon wonhl 
naturally e\[)i*ct from a man aetiinr nntler such false names 
with such real powers. We ha\e prt)ved that fi*om stime t)t' 
tht' priiit ipal zemindars in lhal eomitry, who held farms hd to 
them ftir ru[)oes a year, a rt-nt <»f (iO.OOO was th niantletl, 
and i'l sonu: eases I'lifureed ; and that npt)n the r(‘rnsal of t)n(‘ 
<jf them to comply with this demand, hi^ was driven out of 
the country. 

Vonr lordships will find in the (‘\idenee bel'on* you, that 
tlie inhabitants of the country were not only harassed in 
their fortunes, but ernelly treatetl in their persons. You have 
it upon iMr. tfalhed’s evidence, and it is uot attempted, that 
I know of, to be contradieted, that the people were eonfnit'd 
in open cages exposed tt) the scorching heat of the sun, for 
pretended or real arreai’s of rent; it is indilferont which, Ixi- 
caus(5 I con idm* all - onfincment of the person to support an 
arbitrary exaction, to bo an abomination not to be tolerated. 
They hasv* eiuh'iiymired, indeed, to Aveaken this eviih'nce by 
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mi to provo that n man, day and jii^dit in (‘ojifinc- 

iiu'iit in an opmi ca^o, sulFurs no inconvcnionci*. And here I 
must hof^ your lordships to observe the extreme unwilliii^nesa 
< hat appears in these witnesses. Their testimony is drawn 
IVom them drop bv drop, their answers to our questions art 
never more than yes or no; hut wlnui they are examined by 
th(‘ e<)Uiisrl on tlie otlu'r side', it Hows as IretOy as it* drawn 
l'rv>m a p(‘rennial sjiring ; and such a sprin»j^ wc have in Indian 
(•orriij)tion. AV'e have, however, proved, that in these cages 
th(^ j*enters wt?re confined, till they could bo lodged in the 
dungt'oiis or mud forts. We have jiroved that some of them 
Aven* ohligc'd to sidl their ehildnui ; that others fled the coun- 
try ; and that these' pra(;tiei‘s wvvv carried to such aii awful 
extent, that (\)loiiel llannay was under tin' necessity of is>n- 
ing ordt'rs against th(' nniialural sale ainMliglit whii-h his 
r.ijmeily had occasioned, 'Idu' prisoiu'r’s «'oun<eI hav(‘ at- 
tempted to prov(* that this had Ix'cn a common jiraetict' in 
that country -and though possibly some perstm as wieki'd as 
Colonel llannay might have been there hefort* at some time 
or otin'r, no man (‘ver sold his childri'ii Init under the ])r(‘s- 
snn? of senne erin'i ('xaetion. Natiin* calls out against it. 
d^he love that (lod has implantcil in llu' lu'art of parents 
towards their ehihlren is the tirst gcuau of that, si'coinl eon- 
junction which h(^ has ordered tosulisist between iln'iii and 
tin' rest (.d* mankind. It is the first formation and first bond 
of society. It is stronger than all laws ; for it is the law of 
nature, which is tin? law of God. Never did a man sell his 
children, wlio was able to maintain tliem. It is therefore 
not; only a proof of bis exactions, Imt a decisive proof tliat 
tln‘S(* ('xactions were intolerabh*. 

Ni'xt to the bwe of parents for tlieir children, tin' strongest 
instiind both natural and moral that(*\ists in man is the love 
of his eonntry : — an instinct, ind('('d, which extends ('ven to 
the l)rnte creation. All en'aturi'S love llieir otfspring; lU'xt 
to tliat they love their homes; they have a fondness for the 
]dace where tlieyhave been bn*d, for the liabitatitms they 
iniv(' dw('lt in, for the stalls in wliich they have been fed, 
tin* ])astiin's tbi'V have browsed in, and the wilds in which 
they have roamed. AVe all know that; the natal soil has a 
sweet Jiess in it beyond the harmony of vc'rse. d'his instinct, 
J say, tliat hinds all creature.^ ti» their country, never bccomea 
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i?K‘ri ill US, nor over sullors us to want n iiu'^niory of it. 
^riiosu, ili(‘ri:Jbro, avIio S(‘t*k to fly tln‘ir country, can only wish 
to ily from opj)rcssion, and what oilier ])roof can you want 
of this oppression, wlicn, as a witness has told yon, (’olonel 
.Han nay was oblii^c'd to put bars and p;uards to confine Ibe 
inhabitants witiiiu the country ? Wo have seen, tlu'refbn', 
nature violated in its slronjjjest ])rinci])les. We have* seen 
nnlimittMl and arbitrary exaction avoweil im no prctcnci^ of 
any law, rule, or any fixed imule by wbieb these ])Copl(^ wen^ 
1o be dealt with. All tlicsij facts have* been proved betbrii 
your lordsbijis by costive* and iinwillinj^ witiu'sse's. In con- 
HeqneiiiH* of tlu\''e viohmi and crui‘l oppn'ssious, af^e'iieral re- 
bellion breaks out in the eouiiirv, ns was naturally to bo 
cxpicled. 'fho inhabitants rise as if by coinmou consent : 
(‘very farmer, <‘V(*rv jirnprietor of laud, ('M‘rv man wlic^ loved 
bis family and his e<mutry, and had n«)f th'd for refni^n*, rose 
in j*i'b(*llion, as Huy call it. l\ly h^rds, they elid rclu'l ; it 
was a just rebellion. Insurrection was there just and le<;al, 
inasmuch as (‘olonel JTaiinay, in delianee oft In* law sand rii^hts 
of the? ])eople, e\(‘rcis(‘d a clandestine, ilh'ijal authority, a;jainst 
which there can be* no ndadlion in its proper stmsi*. 

As a rebi'llion, bow(‘ver, and as a rebellion of ibe most nn- 
jirovokcd kiml, it, was treati’d by Colonel llannay ; and to 
one instanei^ o\' the means takem tor suppn‘ssin^ it,as proveal 
by eviilemce before* yoiir lordships, 1 will just be^ leave to 
call your attention. One Imndred and tifty of tlu* inhabit- 
ants bad biMMi shut up in one of Hie mud f(U’ts I have men- 
tioned ; th.e peoph* <»f the country in their ra^c attacked the 
fort and deimimled the prisoners; they called for Humi* 
biolhers, th(‘ir fathers, their husbands, who wt'n; coiiliiied 
there. Jt was attacked by tlio joint assault of men and 
women. The man who commanded in fho fort immediat(*ly 
cut off the hciuls of eii^htecn <if tin* j)rincij)al prisoners, and 
tossed them (»\er tin*, battlements to the assailants. There 
happened to be a prisoner in the lV;rt;, a man loved and re- 
spected in his country, and who. w hether justly or unjustly, 
was honoured and mueli csteenuMl by all the piiople. Give 
us our ltaia!i, Al\ist.ipba Khaii ” (that was the name of the 
man coniioedi, cri» I out the assailants. We asked the wit- 
ness at your liar, what be was confined for ; he di<l not kn.nv, 
but hf said that CuJoucl iraiinay had confined him, and 



TTAKHKN II ASTI Mi?;, KSQ. 


113 


nddod thal liu was soiitnicrd to dojiili. Wr dfsln'd In ki*o 
iliu i’liiw.T <n’ docrco oF tlni jiid^a* wlm scntciKTd liiiu ; no; 
no such tliiiij.', nor any evidence ol'its havinj^cver existed, could 
be ])roduce(l. We desired to know wliellier lie could give 
any account of the ]irocess, any account of the inaf,dstrafe, 
any account of 1 he a<*cus(‘r, any accouiil of tiu^ dtdcnce ; in 
short, xvlicthcr lie could ^ive jiiiy ac<-ouiit x\hiitev(‘r of this 
injurs heiiii; coii(l(‘inn(‘d to (h'ath. .Hi‘ could ^ive nojnrouiit 
of it hut the ordcM’s of (‘oloncl Ilannay, who seems to havi* 
imprisoned and coiideiiiii(‘d him by his own arhit rary w ill. 
rpoii tin* demand of Hajah iMiistapha by the iusm'f;eiits 
beinjj[ made known to (’olonel llanmiy, he simds an oriler to 
tlu‘ commaiuler of the fori, a man already stained with llui 
hio<»d of all the peojde who were murdi‘red tlna-e, that if he 
had not ('xecut(‘d .ilustapha Khan, he should (’xi'cute him 
imnii'diatidy. 'The man is stai^;((“r('d at thi‘ order, and refuses 
to ('xt‘eut(‘ it, as not hein:.;; tlii’ceily addressi'd to him. 

Colonel lliuiiuiy thmi scuids a Cjiptaiu Williams, who Iiiis 
apjiciired here as an e\idenee at your har, ami who. toir,.t|,t.p 
with (.aptaiii (iordoii and Major .Mactlouald, hotli witnesses 
also hcn\ wen^jill suh-fanuers :nid actors under ( 'olomd Ilan- 
nay. This i'jiptaiu Williams, 1 say, ^oi*s there, ami w it hout 
askiiu; one of those (jueslions x\ liieh I jml to the w it ik'ss at 
ymir bar, and desiring nolhiiii; but ('olomd llaiiiiay’s word, 
orders the man to Ih' beheaded; and accordingly he was lie- 
h(':nled, a^r(*eably to the orders of (\doiiel llaimay. Cpon 
this the rebellion bla/,(‘d out with tenfold fury, and the peo- 
ple declared they would he reMTii^ed for the (h'strucliou ot 
their /.(‘luindar. 

Vour lordshijis have now sei*n this Mustapha Khan impri- 
som*d and sentenced to death by Colmud Ilannay, without 
jml^e and xvitlnMit accuser, Avithont any in idciiee, without 
tile futwa or any sentence of tin* law. This man is thus put 
to death by an arbitrary xillain. by a more than cruel tyrant, 
Colonel Haiiniiy, the substitute of a ten thousand t imes more 
cruel tyrant, IVlr. llastiiyi^s. 

In this sitnatlon was the country of Oiidc, nmler Colonel 
l|aiinay, when he was removed from it. The knowledge of 
hia iniHcondiiet had before induced the miserable IS abob to 
make an eflbrt to get rid of liiiiij l>ut Mr. Hastings l ad re- 
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pressed tliat elVori by a civil rcpriinaiul, telling; biin itidced 
at the sarnie time, “1 do not force you to receive him.” (Ju- 
deed the Xahob’s situation had in it force enough.) The 
Js’abob, I say, wasibreed 1o receive liim ; and again lie ravages 
and destroys that devoted country, till ilie lime of which I 
have been just sjieaking ; wlien he was driven out ot* it finally 
by the rebellion, and, as you may imagine, departed like a 
Ji'ech full ot blood. 

Jt is stal('d ill evidt'iiee upon your minutes, tliat tin's 
bloated let'cli went back to ( alcutta, that lu^ A\as supposed 
from a state ot debt (in which he was known to have been 
vhen h(‘ h‘ft that city) to have reUinuMl troiii OiuhMNith 
llu' haiulst»m(? sum ot JL'ilOOjUUO, ot which i;SO,()UO was in 
gold iiKjIinrs. 'fin’s is declari'd to la* the universal ojiinioii 
in India, and no man has ever ccnii radicted it. 'fi'ii persons 
have given evidence to that efl‘e<*t, not one has contradicted 
it ti'om that hour to this, that I t'ver heard ot. The man is 
now no more. Whether his family have the whole ot the 
]duiid(‘r or not ; what ])artiiership there was in tliis business ; 
what share's, what dividends were mad(‘, and wlio got them ; 
— about all this public opinion varied, ami we ran with ea'r- 
taihly allirin nothing ; • but tlu'n* ended lie* lilt* and e'XpUdts 
ot Colonel llaiinay, tarmer-geiieral, civil ollice*r, and military 
eominander ot llurrateli and (jiirriiekpore. But not so end- 
ed ]\Ir. Hastings’s proceedings. 

Soon attm* the return ut Colonel llannay to Calcutta, this 
miserable Nabob received intellig(*iice, wliieh concurrent pub- 
lic taim* .supported, that 3Ir. Hastings meant to send liiin up 
into the eonntrv again on a seemul expedition; ])rohably 
with some such order as this — Von have sucked blood (‘iiough 
ter yourself, now try what yi»u can do tor your neighbours. 
'J’he Nabob was not likely to be misintorineil. His friend and 
agent (iobind Jhaiii was at (’aleiiifa, and bad eonslaiit access 
loali jMr. Hastings’s jieople. i\Ir. 1 last ings liim.*'elt tells you 
what instructions tliese vakecU always liave to search int(* 
and discov(!r all liis transact i(*ns. This (jlobind Bam, alarmed 
with strong ajiprehensions, and struck with horror at the very 
idea ot such an event, apprized liis master of his belief that 
]Mr. Hasting.*; meant to semi Colonel llannay again into the 
country. Jiulge i w, my lords, wlwt Colonel Hair ay must 
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hftve b<.‘(‘n, from the clecluratiou 1 \\iil now road tc 

you, extorted from that miserable slave the A'abob, who thus 
midresses IVlr. Hastings : 

“ 3Iy country and house belong to you ; ihon^ is no dil- 
tbrence. 1 hope tliat you desire in your heart the good of 
thy concerns. Coloiud llannay is inclined to recpicst your 
ju'rmission to Ixi ('mplovcd in th(‘ aiVairs of this (piarter. If 
l)V any means any mattt‘r of this conntiy di‘])endent; on im‘ 
should b(‘ en1rust(‘d to the C’olontd, I swear by tlu‘ holy 
Prophet tliat 1 Avill not nanain ben*, but will go from heiu-e 
to yon. l‘h'om voiir kindm ss b“t no com-i'm (h'piaulent on 
nu‘ 1)(‘ (‘Ut rusted to tiie (‘4doni‘l ; and oldii^e nn* by a sp<'edy 
answer, wbicli mav s(‘t inv mlml at 4‘as('.” W'c* Know very 
well that tlu* prisoner at \om* bar d«‘ni«*d his having any in- 
tention t4» semi him up. We cannot provt> lliem, but wo 
maintain that there wove grounds for the st r«)ngesl. snsj)i4*ii)ns 
lhat li(' (‘ntt'rtaimal such inttaitions; In' cannot; dmiy tin* 
I'eadily of tills tv'rmr wbleh existed iti tlu‘ minds of the Xabob 
and his ja‘opl(‘, umh‘r t lie ajjpreluaisiim that lu‘ was to be 
sent u[), which plainly showed that they, at h'ast, considered 
tliei-(‘ was ground eiioiigli tbr charging him with that inten- 
tion. What re ason was tlu'n* totlnnk that be* sbonld not be 
stnlatliird time*, w ho had beiui sent tu let? Ixdbre ? C'ertainly 
none, becausi* every circumstance (»L* ^ir. Hastings's proci*ed- 
iii^s was systenuit i<‘al, and pe‘rfeetly wadi known at Oude. 

Ihit snj)p(»se it to liav(* biaai a false n port : — it shows all 
tliat tiie managers wish to >how', tin' extreme* terror wliieb 
t lie, sr creatures and (^mls of Mr. 1 last lugs st rmlv into the 
jM’oj)le (»f that country. His eleiiial of any intention of again 
.''ending ('olonel llannay does m»t dispmve eitlier the justness 
<>f tladr sus[)icions, or tlie exisli'iiee of tlu* terror xvhioh bis 
Vt'iy naim? excited. 

i\ly lords, I shall now call your attrition to a part of the 
c\idencc which we have jiroduced, to proxa* the tt'vriblo (dfecls 
cf (kdonel llannay's operations, (’aptain Jklwards, an \in- 
taiiitcd man, who tells you that bo bad passetl through that 
eounirv, again and agaiinlescribes it as bearing all the marks 
of savage desolation. jMr. Ihdfc says it lias tallen from its 
lermcr state ; that whole towns and villages were no longt*r 
poephid, and that tlui conntry carried evident marks of fam- 
ine. One wo lid have thought that Colonel Haiuiay’s cruelty 
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and d(‘iMvdiitInMs would huvt* saliiitfd Mr. llastiiiprs. JJq. 
.lir liinls :iiio(lu*i’ jnilitarv colirclor, a iMajor O.sbornt*, W’h«), 
liavlni*' siilliavd in hi.s preibrmi.‘nt b\ tbo staiit'iice ul’ a conrl- 
inarlial, ^vlK‘t Inn* just ly or unjustly i nnitlu‘r know nor ear<*, 
Avas appointed to llio eoinniand of a thousand iiumi, in llio 
provinces of ()lld<^ ; but really, to ihr. adininist ration of the 
revejincs of the country, adniinisteivd them much in 

the sanu‘ manner as Coloiud Ilannay had doni*. .H(', how- 
ev(‘J’, tran>milt<al to tln‘ ^-overnmeiit at (’aleiitta. a partial 
repi'i'.M'ntation ol ihe state of the pro\inci‘s, the substance ol 
whic.h was, that the nalixes \via‘e cNLpi^sed to (‘Very kind ot 
pecidalion, and llial the country was in a horrible, slate ot 
(amfnsion ami di>ordrr. d’his is upon the Company’s records; 
ajid, alilioiivjli m»f produced in e\id(‘nc(‘, your lordships max 
jind it, jbr it lias b(‘en [>rint»‘d oxta* and ovi'r a^min. ^J’hi.s 
man W(Mit up to tin* \d/.i«‘r; in coiis(‘(pu‘nc(j of \vhos(* t'orn- 
plaint, and tie* reiu‘\v('d cri(‘s of the [H‘opli‘, Mr. llastin,L;’s xvas 
s:«»on ohlii^ed to recall him. 

Ibit, my lords, let us ^o from ]Major Osborne to the rest of 
these milil.arv pur\<‘y<u*s of r(‘V(‘nne. Vonr lordshi[)s shall 
lu'ar the \ i/ier’s (ovn a<-c<»unt of what h(‘ sntlered from British 
oliicei's, and into what a stat(‘ Mr. .Hastings bron^^ht tbal 
eoniit ry, by the a:;«‘ney of iillii'ers win), iindtM* the pr('tem*c 
of deteiidln^^ it, were invesl<*d with poxvers xvbieli enabh*d 
them to eoimnil mo.-.t hoi-rible abuses in the atlminist rat ion 
of tin* re\emn‘, the <‘olleelion of enstoms, and the im»nopol_\ 
of t ln‘ markets. 

Ciijijnfa Lcllcr ft'difi Ihr Xahfih rizlrr to the Uocn'uor^ 
UrnrraL 

Ml tin' ers ^falioiied with the hric;ad(‘ at Ca\vii{)(»r(‘, 
J^'nl ty^^dinr, .1 larmn^diur, and h’nrraekabad, and otlier places, 
write jinrwannas, and ^ive positivi* orders to the amnils of 
these; jdaees, respt'ctini^ the i^rain, ; from which coiuluel 
tin; country xvill become depopn]al(‘d, I am hopeful from >oin’ 
Iriendship that; yon will write to all tluise oonthmien nut U) 
issue orders, i\:e., to tlji; anmiJs, and not to Si'inl trooj)s into 
the mahals of the -ire.ar; and for w Ijatevc'r (pianlity of ‘^o-aia, 
Ac., may'* int, they will inform nu; and tbo reaideiitt 
and we xvill xvrite it to ibci aumiis, who shall cause it to be 
sent them every monib and I will deduct the X)rieo of 
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frtRii th<? Iimoaliri; tliia will bo a^^jioonblo both to me aiu! 
the i’\ Ola.'* 

A copy of a auhtnuj^iicnt LeKcr from the } izivr to JRaJaK 
Gobi ml Jiu/ii. 

“ T soim‘ lIiiHi a;:;o w rote' voii the partieiilara of the conduct 
i)f tlie oHicers, and now' wrilo them a^jain. Tlie olHccrs ancL 
i^eiitlemen who arc at (’aw iipore, and l\ilt\o^luir, and Da- 
rmii;hur, and otliea* places, by dilferent jiu‘ans act very tyraii- 
nicaily and op[)rcssive]y towards the amnils and ryots and 
inlKibitanls ; and to w homsoever that rcipiircs a diistuck 
they it, w itii their own si‘al aillxed, and send for the 

amnils and punish them. If tlu'V say anything, the geii- 
lltMiuMi make nsij of but two words; one — ibat is for the 
hriy(tih\ imA tiu? second — that is t(P ailniinisk-r juslice. The 
parti<*nlars of it is this, that the bipparies will bring their 
grain from all tpiarUa’s, and sell for their livelihood. Tliero 
is at ])resent no w ar to oecasitni a necessity for sending for it. 
Jf none comes, whatever (piantity will bo necessary every 
month, L will nuaition to the amnils that they may bring it 
lor sah‘; but there is no deficiency of grain. The gentle- 
men liave 1 ‘stahlislied gmiges for llieir owni advantage, called 
(hjhmel lii'.ngi' at Darnnghnr, I’nltygluir, &e. I'Uo coWee- 
tion of the eiistoiiis from all (piarlers tlu*y liavo stopjicd, and 
colh‘i‘ti‘d them at their own gnngt's ; each gunge is rented 
Old at d0,00() to KfOOO nqiei.'s, and llieir collections paid to 
the gentlemen. They ha\e (‘stahlislied gunges where thero 
mwir were any; and where tlu'y wen-, those tliey have abol- 
ished; 30,000 or ‘10,000 rupees is the sum th(‘y are rented 
at; the collei’t ions, to the amount of a lack of rupees, aro 
^'topped. 3Iajor llriseoi*, w ho is at Darunghur, lias established 
a gunge, which rented out for do.OtJO rupees, and has 
stopped the ghauts round about the bipparies; and merehanta 
l oming from Cashmere, from Shiuv .lehanabeid, and bringing 
shawls and other goods and spiees, &c., from all (piarters, ho 
orders to Ins gung^,, and coUeets the duty from tiio aumils, 
gives them a chit and a guard, who eondiiets them about 
live hundred coss : the I'ormer duties are not collected. From 
the conduct at (htwnpore, Futtyghur, Furrackabad, &c., tho 
duties from tho lilla of Qora and Thlawa are destroyed and 
occasion a loss of three lacks of rupees to the duties ; and 
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the losses thnt ore sustiiiiieil in Fiirraekobad may bo ascer- 
tained by tbe JS'iibub MuzuUir dung, to whom evt‘ry day com- 
plaints are made ; exclusive of tbe an mils and collectors, 
others lodge comjdaiids. Wbatever T do, 1 desire no bmiclit 
from it; 1 am remediless and silent; from what happens to 
me, I know that worse will happen in other place's ; the se- 
cond word, I know, is from tlu'ir montlis only. Tliis is tla^ 
case. Jn this country Ibrmerly, and even now, Avhatover is 
to be received or paid among tlie zemindars, ryots, and in- 
habitants of the cities, and poor people, neither those who 
eaii pay nor those who cannot pay evi‘r make any exnist' to 
the shrotls ; but when they could pay, llu'y did. In old 
debts of liftv years, ^\hot;vel• eom[)lain to tlu‘ genth'im'n, tli»‘\ 
agree that iliey shall pay one-iburili, ami stmd dn^hu lvs and 
sepoys to all the aiimils, the cliowdries, and eanoorn^di's, ami 
inhabitants of all the towns ; they stmd foi* (wenwhody, to do 
them justice, eoidiiie them, and say they will scdlh* tin* jjiisi- 
ness. So many and numerous an* lliesti ealamii ies, that 1 
know ]iot how mnch room it will lakt' up to numtion tlu in. 
AJr. Briscoe is at Uavunghur; ami the e(nn])lainls of‘ the aii- 
mils arrive daily, 1 am silent. Now' Mr. ^Middleton iseomim.; 
liere, let the Nabob appoint him for settling all tlu'se aHair.', 
tiiat whatever he shall (»rder those gentlemtni tlu'y will do. 
From this everything will be settled, and tin* particulars <»! 
this (piarter will be made knowui to the Nabob. 1 have writ- 
ten this, winch you will deliver to the (loveriior, that every- 
thing may be settled ; and wlien he has understood it, what- 
ever is his incliiiatiuii, he will favour me w ith it. The Naholi 
is master in this country, and is iny friend ; tliere is no dis- 
tjnetion.” 

Cop\t of another Letter, entered upon (he consultation of the 
4 th of June ^ J781. 

“I have received your letter, requesting leave for a bat- 
talion to be raised by Captain Clark on the same footing as 
Major Osborne’s was, agreeable to the requests and com- 
plaints of Ishmael Beg, the aumil of lllahabad, &c., and in 
compliance with the directions of the council. You are well 
acquainted with " le j>articii]ars and negotiation of Ishmael 
3ieg, and the nature of Mr. Osborne’s l)attalion. At the be- 
ginning of the } ' ar IISO (1771)) the aftair;? of Illaliahad were 
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uJi a lease of lliree years 1o Isluiiael Jjt'g, loj^ether with 
the perjjjiinnalis Arreel and Parra; and 1 gave orders for 
troops to 1)0 stationed and raised, eonlbnnable to his request. 
Islnnael Jh'g aeeordingly eolleded tAvelvo hundred peons, 
whieli ^^ere not allowed to the auinil of that place in the 
\t‘ar 1185. 'rh<*. reason why T gave permission for the ad- 

(lilional e\p(Mise of twelve hundred peons was, that he might 
!)(' enable'd to manage the country Avitli ease, and ])ay the 
money to go\i‘riimejil regularly. 1 hcsiiles sent JMr. Osboriio 
tiu'rt*, to command in the mahals belonging to lllahabac'^ 
which W(‘re in tlu' possession of Rajah Aji'it Sing; and lie 
iK ciii’diiigly t«»nk charge. 

Afti'rw arils, in ubedienee to the orders of the (Jovernor- 
( Jeiicral, AI r. I lastings, Jclladut Jnng, he was rivalled, and 
ihe malials plaecd, as before, under Jfajali Ajcit Sing. 1 
iicv(‘r sent Mr. Osborne to settle the eoni'crns of lllahabad, 
for tliere was no occasion for liim ; but Air. Osborne, of 
himself, 1 ‘omnilUcil dejircdations and rajiines witliin Islnnael 
Reg's jui’isdi(*| ion. \car the battalion which, by ])er- 

iiiis>ioii of (o'liera! Sir lA ri* (*i»olc, nas sent received orderii 
In x’ciirc and defi iid l.'^lnnael Reg against the encroachments 
cf Air. O.shnnie; I'or ihe complaints of Islnnael Reg against 
the violences of Mi*. Osborne had reached the general and 
Mr. rinding; and the (lovernor and gimtlemeii of eonneii, 
at my reijiiest, recalled Air. O.shorne. 1'his year, as before, 
the eoileclions of Arreel and Parra remain under Islnnael 
Reg. in those jdaces, some of t lie talookdars and zemindars, 
win; had been oppressed and ill-treatrd by Air. Osborne, had 
miiceived ideas of rehidlion.’’ 

Hero, my lords, you huM* an a» ro\\n\. of the e.vmvUtiim of 
l)Mrnnghnr, l*'ntt vghnr, Kurnn-kabad. ami of the whole line of 
oiir military slat ions in the Asahoh's dominions. You see the 
w h.ole was one universal scene of ]dnnilor and rajiine. You 
t^ee all this ^^as known to Air. Hastings, who never inflicted 
any punishments for all this horrible outrage. Y"ou see the 
utmost he has done is merely to recall one man, Afajor Os- 
borne, who was by no means the only ])ersoii deeply involved 
i=) these charges, lie nominated all these ])eople ; lie has 
liiwir called any of them to an aeeouiil. 8hall .1 not then 
< *'dl him their eapiain-gemTal ? Shall not your lordshijis call 
hini so? And shall any man in the kingdom call him by 
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any oilier iiaim* ? We see all ilu* executive, all tlie civil and 
criminal justice et' I la* ctmutrv st‘iz('il on by him. Wo seo 
the trade and all the duties seized ujiou by his creaturt's. 
AVe see thc*m destroy in*^ (established marked s, and cri‘atini4 
others at their jileasure. We s(‘e them, in tin* country of an 
ally, and in a time. of ju'ace, prodiK.'iu!^ all the cons(Mju(‘nces 
of I'apine and of war. AVe see the country mined and (h*- 
populatod by men who attempt to exciiljiate lliemsi'lves by 
eharpiiig their unhappy victims with rebellion. 

And now, my lords, who is it that has brongbt to light all 
these outrages and complaints, the (‘xist«*nce of wliich has 
never been denied, and for winch no ndicss was ovov ob- 
tained, and no punishment ever iutlicled ? Why, Mr. 1 Tast- 
ings liiinsclf has b?’oiight them Ix'lbn* you ; they are foiiinl 
in papers which he has trauMuitted. (lod, who inllicts bliml- 
Jicss ii[}OU gn'at criminals, in or(h*r that they should mc(‘t 
with the ])Uiiishimmt tluw (h‘scrvc*, has loadt* him the means 
of bringing Ibrward tliis seem*, wliicb wt* ai*t* maliciously said 
to liavo ihlsely and maliciously ihwiscil. If any one (d* tin' 
ravage's contained in that long <*atalognc of gricvain*i's is 
false, AVarren JIastings is tin* person who mnst answer fm* 
that individual falsehood. Jf tliey are generally false, In* is 
to an.swcr for the false and calumniating accusation*, and if 
they arc true, my loi*(ls, he oidy is answcrabli* ; for he ap- 
pointed those ministers of outrage, and ikw cr called them to 
account for th.eir luisconduct. 

Fict mo now .^liow your 1ord>hip.s tin* character tliat Air. 
.Hastings gives of ;ill the Jiritish «dlic»‘rs. It is to br. found 
in an e.xlract from the ajjpcndi.v to that of his IJmarcs 

narrative in which he (•omments upo!i the ti-ealy of Clnmar. 
AJark, my lords, what the man himself says of the whole 
military servi<*e. — “ Notw itiistauding Ilu* great. bciu*(i(, which 
theCompany would have derived from such an angmi'iital ion 
of their military foret* as these troojvs constil nttul, r(*a(iy to 
act on any enicj’gfUicy, ]>r(*pared and disciplined without any 
charge on ilu* (’ompany, as Ilu* ijisl it ntioii ])rofesse(i, until 
their acfnal s(*rviecs jdionid berc(juired, J lia\c observed seme 
evils growing out of Ilu* sy.stcm, which, in my o|)inion, iiioro 
than cnni»tcrbal:in 'd those advantages, had tlu*y Imtii nal- 
i/* '1 ill their fullest etl'cct. Tluj re.mote stations »»f thesfl 
troops, jdacing the eommaiiding oHlcero bcyoiul tlic nuti';<’ 
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gild conirol uf tliL* hoanl, aHonliMl Inn iniu li opporlunily inid 
ti'inptation fm* unwarrantaldo ('nu>liim(Mi1s, and (‘xcilrd tlio 
contagion oi’ peculation and rapacity tliroiig’noiit tlio ^v]lnlo 
army. A most remarloiblo and i neon tro vert i bio proof of tin? 
])revalonce of this spirit bas been simmi in tlio court-martial 
upon Captain Erskine, where the court, composed ni' oHicers 
of rank and respectable characters, unanimously and liononr- 
ably, mosilionourably, ac<piitt(‘d him upon an acknow ledgeil 
fact, which in times of stricter discipline' A\nuld have bcmi 
ihu’iiu'd a crime dest'rving th(‘ sc'vcn'st punishment.'’ 

I will now call your hualships* attention to another extract 
from the same enmnient nf Mr. Hastings, with respect In the 
jxMiinval nf the (\)nij)any’s si'rvant.s, (*i\il and military, frnm 
the c'nurt. and service nf the Vizier. — “ I was actuated snhdy 
by niotivt's of justi(*(‘ to him, and a regard to the honour of 
<Mir national <*barae1er. In remnving lhns(‘ gtaithmien, I di- 
minish my own inlbnaiei', as well as that nf my cnlli'agues, 
by narrowing the lim' nf ]>at mnage ; and 1 exjinsi' myself tn 
nbhujuy and resi'niment I’rnm tlmsi' who are imimaliatidy af- 
fected by the arrangement, and tin* Imig t rain nf I Indr f'laViids 
and pnwerinl |»alrniis, Ibil their immhers, their inllnein'e, 
and tho enormous amount of their salariis, jiensiniis, and 
('inolmnents, W(‘re an intolerabh* hiirthen nil tlu' iwtMnu's and 
authority of the Vizier, and expnsed ns to the envy and ri‘- 
sentment ot'the whole eouiitrv, hy I’xeliiding the native ser- 
vants and adherents of the Vizier frnm the rewards of their 
serviei!s and attaehinont.” 

My lords, yuii havi' here Mr. Hastings's opinion of the 
Mhoh* military service. Vmi hav<' here the authority and 
dn<*iiments by wliieh he snjijmrts hrs nj)inion. lie stales, 
that, the contagion of ])e(Milation had tainted all the t‘n)n1i('r 
i^tations, which contain n neh the largest, part nf tlu* Com- 
pany’s army. .He stales tliat this eonlagion had tainted the 
^\h(^le army, rvrn/irhr* ; so that, aeet>rding to him, there 
thronghont the .Indian army, an universal taint of ])een- 
lalinn. — ^My lords, ])(*enlatlon is not a military xiet'. — Insnb- 
<»rdination, want of attention to doty, want nf order, want; of 
nhedienec and regularity, are military viei*s ; hut who evi'r 
hcf(n*(» iieard of pi’culalion being a military vice? Jn tlio 
ease before you it became so by einploying military men m 
fttriMcpL; nf revenue, as musters of inavlods am) of guugeg. 
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This departure from the iiiilifarv eharaeU*r and from militnry 
duties introduec^d that pceulatioii uhieh tainted llie army, 
and desolated the dominions of the ^'ahob Vi/mu’. 

I deelar(‘ wlieii 1 first read the imssaj^c wliieli has betm just 
read to your lordships, in the iidtiney of this impiiry, it 
slriieli mi' with astonishment tliat pi'eulation should at all 
e\is( at a military vice; but 1 was still more astonished at 
tindin;j; AVai'reii Jlastinj^s eharjj;in;^ the n'liole. .British army 
with bi'iiur eorrupted by this base and depraved spirit, to a 
decree whi(*h tainted even their judieial eiuiraet.er. This, 
mv hu’ds, is a most serious matter. The judieial functions 
of military men are of vast importani'o in themselves; and, 
<;:(‘nerally speakine:, there is md any tribunal whose members 
ari' more lionourabh^ in their conduct, and more just in their 
decisions, than those of a eonrt-martial. Perhaps then; is not 
a ti'ibunal in this country whosi'Vepulal lon is ri'ally more un- 
tainted than that of a court-martial. It stands as fair in the 
ojjinion both of ihi' army ami of the pid)lie as any tribunal^ 
in a I'cMintrv where all trilmnals stand fair. Bnt in Jndia, 
this nnnainral ^ iia* of pi iudat ion, whieli has no more to do 
with the \i<M’s oi' a military cliarai-ler than with its virtues, 

this \enomons spii’it has pervadeilthe members of military 
tribunals to siicb an I'xt (‘lit , that they ae(jnit,lionoural)ly aiapiil , 
•wosl hononrahly accpiit a man, “ upon an a(!lvnowledf;(*d fact, 
wliicli in t iines (»f st ricter diseipline would liave been d(‘(‘mi‘d 
a criim* dest‘r\in'4 the s(*\cresl jiimislunenf.” 

Wlio says all this, my lords? Do 1 say itr- -No: it is 
AV'arrcn llastiniijs who says it. lie records it. ID; ^ives you 
his \ouchcj*s and liis cvid('uc(’, and he draws tlie eonelusioii. 
He is the eriininal aeenser of ihc Brilisli army. Me who 
sil.^ ill that box accuses tin; wli<»h; British army in India, 
lie has deelan'd them to l»e so tainted with peenlalion from 
liead to foot as to liave been induced to e(nnmit tlio most 
wicked porjuri(‘s, for the purpose of bear in jj; one another out 
in llu'ir aboininnbh; peenlatioiis. .In this unnatural state of 
things, ajid whilst there is not one jiiilitary man on tlii'se 
stations of whom Mr. Hastings docs not give this abomina- 
bly flagitious eliarai ter; yet ••very one of them have joined 
fo give him the heiiefit of their testimony for Ids honourable 
iidcntions and conduct . 

iu tins In nicndous aeeiie, wliieU he hiinai.lf e.x poshes, a?** 
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tlioro no of lliis ciiptain-^(;ncraUlii|) wliicli I luivc allu- 
ded to ? Are there no signs of this man’s being a eaplaiu- 
geiieral of iniquity, mulel* whom all the spoilers of India 
wore paid, disciplined, and supported? I not only charge 
liiiii With being guilty of a llKilisand crimes; but I asseit, 
that tlioro is not :i soldier or a civil servant in India wliose 
culj)able acts are not owing to this man’s examph', conni- 
vance, and ])rolcction. .Kvcrvthing whicli gt)es to eliminate 
them go(‘s directly against the prisoner, lie put them in 
a condition to ])liiinh‘r. Il(! snifcri'd no nat ivc authority i)r 
g(»\crnm('nt to restrain them; and he iK'vcr called a man to 
an aeconnt tor these tlagitions acts, which he lias thought 
proj)i‘r t.) bring ladbre his cemntry in the most solemn man- 
ner and upon the most solemn occasion.. 

I verily bi'licvi*, in my coiisci(‘m*(‘, his ai'cnsation is not 
trm*, in the tvveess, in the generality and (‘xtravaganee in 
x\hich he charges it. 'that it is tr'.ie in a great imaiMire we 
••aniiot deny ; and in that mcasiin* am‘, in our turn, charge 
him with being tlu^ author of alt tlie i*rim(‘S nliich In* (Ic- 
iiounci's; and it' thcj’o is anything in tlu‘ chaige lunoiid the 
Iriith, it is he x\ ho is to answer for the liilsi'Inaal. 

1 ^Yill now' refer your lordships to his opinion of the civil 
ser\ i(!c, as it is (h'clared and rccordcal in his remarks upon 
the removal of tlu^ (Vimpany’s civil siM’vants lyy him from the 
S(‘rvie(‘ <»f the \’i/.ier. — “I was,” says he, “actuated soltdy 
hy motiscs of justici^ to him (the. Nahob of Oude), and a 
regard to the honour of our national characti r.” lien*, you 
set', he iledan's his oplninn, that in Oude the civil servants 
of the Company had tleslrou'd the national eharaeter, and 
Ih.il llun'fore they <»nght tt) be n'called. — “Jly removing 
tlie.s(‘ |)C(»pte,” lie adtls, ** I tliminish my ])at ronage 1” lint 1 
ask, llow came tiny there r — Whv, through this patronage, 
-^lle sent tiiciu there to suck the blotid which the military 
had spared, lie sent tlieso civil servants to do t(‘ii times 
More mischief tliaii tlie military ravagers could do, heciiuso 
they wen* invested with gn*;iicr authority. “If,’' says he, 
“ I recall Ihi'in from tlicnce, 1 lessen my patronage 1” — But 
who, my lords, antliorizi'd him to become a patron? AVhat 
laws of Ills eonntrv jnstitieil liim in forcing n|H.m the Vi/it'f 
the civil servants of the Company? — ^\ bat treaty autlioriziMj 
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him to do it ? — A\"liat sysl(Mii of policy, oxccjit liis own 
wicked, arbitrary sysicin, awthorized him io act thus ? 

He proceeds to say, “ I expose myself to obloquy and re- 
sent men t, from those who are immediately allected by the 
arrani^emeni, and the lon:i^ train of their friends and powcT- 
tul ])atrons.” — My lords, it is the constant burthen of his 
soii»r, that he cannot do histiuty; that he is fi‘l tered inevery- 
that he fears a thousand miscliiefs to happen to him; 
— not from his actiiii^ with earefuliu'ss, ('conomy, frui^ality, 
and ill obedience to the lawsof his country, but from the very 
reverse of all this. Says ht‘, 1 am afraid 1 siiall fo»*feit tlu^ 
favour of the powi'rful patrons of thosi* servants in lilnuflaiul, 
namely, the Lords and ( Nnnmons of England, if 1 do jnsticu 
to the suflering ])eo|)lc of this country. 

In the House of Comimms thcoHMin* undonl>i('dly ])ow(‘rful 
peoph*, who may h(' sup])osiMl to be inlluenced by patronage ; 
but tlie bigher and nmre ptiwerful ])art- of the country is 
more directly^ ropr‘’S(Mil(Ml hy your lordshi[)s than by us 
altlKMigh wc hav(' ot the first Mood of Miigland in the House 
of Commons. We do iii(h‘rd r<*j>resent, by the hniglits of 
the shires, the lainhal inteiH‘st. J^v our eily and horongh 
members wc'. repi\‘S(Mit tiu* trading interest; w(‘ ri'present 
th(< whole peo|)leof h]ngland collectively. l>ut neither hlood 
nor power is rejiresmited so fully in the Housi' of ('ommons 
as that order which composes lh(^ gri'at body of tln^ jieoph’ ; 
the proti'etion of wliieli is onr peculiar duty, and to which it 
is our glory to adh(*n\ Ibit the ilignit les of the country, 
th(* great and jioworful, an* represented eminimtly by your 
lordships. ,\s wcj therefore would kei'p the low»-st ol* the 
j)eo[)le from tli*' contagion and dislionour of jx'ciilalion and 
corrn[)tion, and above all, from exc'rcising that vic(* which, 
among commoners, is nmiatnral as w('ll as alxmiinahh', the 
vice of tyranny and ojipression, so we trust that yonr loi’d- 
shi])s will clear yourselves ami tluj higlier and mon^ jjowerful 
ranhs from giving the smalh'st conntiMianeo to the system 
whicli we have done our duty in denouncing and bringing 
befoi’c you. 

My lords, you bavo heard tln^ account of the civil service. 
Think of tlnnr numbers, think of their inlluence, and the 
^Jiornmiis anMmnt oi their salaries, pensions, arul emolu* 
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nifiita I’Ik'V were, you linvc lirnnl, ;iu ln< nlor;i1)l(‘ l)uHlu»n 
on llio revcMuios and autliorlty of llio Vi/ior; and tlu'y n- 
])os(‘d ns to Iho envy and ivscMilnuMit oi* tlio wlinlo ooirntry, 
l»y oxcludin^ ilic native servants and adlierents of the ])rinco 
from tln^ just reward of their service's ajid attaelinients. 

my lords, is the whole civil se*rvic(' hroujiht hi foro 
you. TIu'y n.sjirp the country, they destroy the revcniu's, 
they overload tlu^ |)riuc{\ and tliiw exclude all the nohility 
and (Miiiiu'fit pe'rsoiis of llie country from the just n‘\\ard of 
tlu'ir service'. 

Did !Mr. J'rancis, whoiu T saw here a little whlli' a^o. se nd 
tliese' peoj»h' into that cemntry? .Did (le-neral (‘lavei*iu!.r, or 
(\)I()ne‘I 3Ionsou, w horn he' chari^e's with this systi'iii, sciiel 
them the'i'e'? No; the-y we'ie* se'ut hy him.self; and if eme' 
^\as sent hy auyhody e'lse tor a time^. he' was soon reealleel ; 
so that h(‘ is himse'll' answ erahh' tor all the ])e'culat iem whieh 
he) attrihute'S to the* e'ivil se rvice*. Vou se'e) the* cliai'acter 
given e)f that ser\ iei' ; ye»u the-re* se-e* t heir ae*e*nse'r ; yeeu the'ree 
se'e* the'ir defeiide'i’, who, afle'r ha\ing ele-fame'd both se'iw ie'e’S, 
militai'V afid e'i\ il, neve'i* punishe*il the* guilty iiieatln r; anel 
Jie»w ree*(*iv('s the proeligal praise's ed’he)lh. 

J de'ty the inge'imity (»f man to show' thtit ]Mr. Hastings is 
not the defamer of the* se'iwieM*. I eh'ly the* inge'iiuity of man 
to show that the heenour <»f (»i’e*at Britain has not be'e'u tar- 
nished under his ])atronage'. He* e-ngage'el te) re*me)V(* all these 
hloe)el-sne*l\ers hy the treaty of rhunar ; hut he* neve'i* e'xecut- 
e el that tre-aty. He* j)re)pe)se'el to take' away the te'm[)e)rary 
hiig.aete* ; hut he again e'stahlislu'el it. He' re'elresM'el ne> griev- 
ance*; he lormeel ne) impreue'nu'uts in the* ge»ve*rnment ; hei 
ne've*r att(*m])t(*el te) provieh* a re'im'ely without incre*asing tlie) 
ewil teidohl. He* was the* primary anel se)h* e’anse* e>f all thej 
grie'vance.*!, civil anel military, te) whie'h the* unhaj)py native's 
e'f that ce>untry W(*re’ (*xpe)se'el ; anel he* was the* ae'e'iiscr of all 
till* imnu'diate) anthe)rs e)f theise* grie’xance's, withe)!it having 
]uinishe;d any one of lhe*m. He is the* aernser e»f tlmm all. 
But the only ]H*rson whe^m he altom])ti'd to punish was that 
man whe) dared to asse'rt the* authe)rity ed' the cemrt of direel- 
“I’s, ami to claim an e)fnce assigiu'd te) him hy them. 

I will now reail to yeiur loreIshij)s the* pimtest <’f General 
^'lave'ring agaitist the* military hrigaele*; “'raking the* army 
‘nMu the Nabob is an iulVinge'ineiu e)f the nghtK< <»f tui in(ie- 
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pcndoni jti’incc, loaviii;^ njunr and iiilo of it without 

the power, Jt is lakiiig Ins sul)j(*ets from him, against every 
law' of natiin; and of nations.” 

1 will next n ad to your lordships ii miniiti; of Mr. I'l'an- 
eis’s: ‘M^y the foregoing letter from JVlr. Middleton, it a])- 
])ears that lie has taktm the government of the IS'abob’s do- 
minions (lireclly nj)on himself. .1 was not ;i parly to tliH 
resolnlions whieli j)n‘eeded that nu'asnre, and will not bo 
answ erabl(‘ for 11 m‘ eonseqnenees of il.” 

'file next paj)er i will read is one inirodneed by the mana- 
g(*rs, to ]wo\o that a representation was made by the Nabob, 
res|)('eling the ex})onses of the gentlemen resident at, his eourt, 
ami writt('n after the removal before-mentioned. 

ICxh'dct of a Tetter from the Vizier to J\h\ Mae flier non ; re- 
vel red the 21.S*/ of April y 1785. 

“ Willi ri'speet to tlu* e\[)enM’s of the gentlemeji who are 
h(‘r(‘, I have before written in a eovere<l manner; J now 
write plainly, that 1 ha\e no ability to give money to the 
gt'iitleinen, beeanse I am imlebted many lacks of vnpei's jo 
IIm* baiiki'rs, for the ]jaymcnl. oi’ lhi‘ ('om])any*s debt. At 
tlu* lime of Mr. .Hastings’s (lcj)arlni'e I reprivsented to him 
that I had no rcMiurces for tin* exjienses of the gentleim*!!. 
.Mr. Jlasiings, having ascertained my distressed situation, 
told me that after Ins arrival in (’alcutta lie would consult 
wiili the council, and n’lnovi* from hence the expenses of the 
gciitlmncn, and recall every person, exee]>t the gentlemen in 
ojll< (; luTC. At this time, that all tlu' conecTiis arc ilependent 
upon yon, and yon have in (*very point given case to my 
mind, according to Air. Ila.-'t ings’s agreement, I hope that 
tluj ( \pensi\s of the gentlenuui may b(i n'lnoved from me, and 
that you may recall every pm’son residing here beyond tlu; 
gentlemen in olllce. Although Alajor ralmer do<‘s not at 
this time demand anything for the geiitlcmcn, and 1 have no 
ability to give them anything, yet the custom of the English 
gentlemen is, w hen they remain here, tliey wdll in thecnd«ask 
for something; this is be.st, that they should bo recalled.” 

1 think so too, and your lord.ships will think so with me; 
hut Air. Ifastiiigs, who says that he himself thought thus in 
Mepteml.Uir, 17Sl,an'- engaged to reeall these gmitlemen, was 
so afraid of their jjoweiful friends ami patrons here, thaf he 
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Ifcl'l Iiuliii, and left all that load uf obloquy upiiU hia Miuaiis- 
Bors. lie left a jNlajor Valmer there, in the phu-e of a resi- 
dent; a resident of his own, as your lordshi{)S must see; fur 
Major l^iluier was no resident of the (Company’s. Tliis man 
received a salary of about £2»‘h000 a year, which he do<*lan*d 
(o be less than his expenses; by wliieh \\(‘ may i‘asilv jn(l^(^ 
of the enormous sahn-ies of thos(‘ who main? their ibi-l lines 
there. lie was left by !Mr. Hastings as his ri'presentative of 
])eeulation, his ro])resentat ive of tyranny. J was the second 
agt'iit appointed to control all powi^r ostensible and nnosten- 
sihle, anil to head tl\(‘se ixmdlemen wl\os(‘ “custom,” the Na- 
bob says, “was in tlu' end to ask for money.” Money tluy 
must have; and tlna’e, my lords, is the wluih* seei-rt. 

1 have this day show n yonr lordships tlu‘ i ntire ilepeinleneo 
of Oinh? on the Rritisli empin*. J have sliown you how 3ir. 
Hastings iisn]'j)ed all j)ower, redinaa! the prince to a eyjiher, 
ami inadi) of his ininisti'r a men* creature of his own; how 
lu* made tin* servants of tin* (\)m])any ilejKMiihmt on his o\mi 
arbitrary will, and considered indi‘|>endi‘nci‘ a ])rot)f of e(»r- 
rn[)tion. It has been likewise proved to your lordships, that 
li(^ sidlered the army to become an inslrnm(*nt- of rubbery 
and oppression ; and one of its olHcers t(» bi^ im‘(amor[)hosi*il 
info a farm(‘r-gt‘neral ; to waste tlu* country and lanhe/zlo its 
revenu(‘s. You havi* seen a claiidest im* and fraudnh*nt sys- 
tem, oc(*asioning violi*nce and rapine; and you have seen tin? 
])risoner at the bar acknowleilging and denouncing an aban- 
doned a])irit of rapacity, witiiont bringing its ministers to 
justice; and pleading, as his excuse, the tear of oirending 
your lordships and the House of Commons. We have shown 
you the government, revenue, commerce, and agriculture of 
Oiido ruined and di‘st roved hy ]\[r. Hustings and his creatures. 
And to wind up all, we have shown you an army so eorrupted 
as to pervert the fundamental priiieiph's of justice, xvhich aro 
tho elements and basis of military discipline. All this, T 
Ray, we^ have shown you ; and 1 cannot believe that yonr 
lordships will consider that we have trifled wiih your tiine, 
or strained our comments ono jot beyond the strict measure 
of the text. 

AVe have shown you a liorrihle scene, arising from an as- 
tonisliing combination of horrible circumstances. Tlie order 
in whieli vou will consider those circumstances must be left 
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til your loi‘<l.sIiij»s. At jirrt?fut 1 aiii not able to proroeil (ur- 
tlu.-r. jNly iii*\t al.tt‘tn[)t will bo 1 (j bring bofbrc you tb« 
inanni rin \\bicli Mr. Hastings tivatoil inovoable ami inunove- 
able [)rojM‘rty in Oudo, and by wbioli he has lel’t nothing un- 
dcsti’oNod in that devoted eouiitry. 

[Acljonvneil. 
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-Mr liOUDs,- -Wo will now resume tlu> eonsideralion of 
1h«' n'lnaining part of our eharge, ami of llie prisoner’s at- 
tempts to (bd’eml himself against it. 

.Air. Hastings, well knowing (wbat your lordships must 
also by this time be pm’teetly satistiial was tlie ease) that this 
unfortunate Xaliob had no will of his own, draws down his 
p(K»r vietim to ('hunar, by an ord(*r to attend the (lovernor- 
(leneral. If tlu^ Nal.M»b ever wrote to Mr. Hastings, express- 
ing a iTMpiest or ilesire for this mei'ting, his lettt'r was umjues- 
lionably dietated to him by the [irisoni'r. AVe have laid a 
groniul (jf direet proof before yon that the Nabob’s being at 
(’hunar, that his jiroceedings tliere, and that all his acts, were 
so (belated, and eon.seijuently mu.st be so construed. 

I sliall now proei cd to lay before your lordshijis the acts of 
ojipre.ssion committed by Mr. Hastings through his two miser- 
able instruments: th(» om», his passive instrument, the Na- 
bt>b; tlie other, Air, Middleton, his active instrument in his 
subsecpieut plans for the entire di'struciUm of that country. 
In page 51:5 of the printed minutes, you have Mr. Middle- 
ton’s declaration of his promptitude to represent everything 
agreeably to .Mr. IfaHings’s wishes. 

“ My d/ar Sir, — ' have this day answered your public let- 
ter in tbe loriii you seemed to expect. I hope there is no- 
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tliln^ if. It that may 1<; you aijpear too poiriU‘(l. It yuu %vift}i 
liio mattor to ho otliorwiae uimorstood tlmii I have taken np 
and stated it, 1 need not say 1 shall bo ready to conform to 
whatever you may proaerilx', and to take upon myself any 
share of the blame of the hitherto non-performance of llio 
stipulations made on behalf of the A’abob; Ihoiigli I do as^ 
sure yon, 1 myself represented to his KxeelltMiey and the min- 
isters, conctnving it to im your desin*, that tin* apparent as- 
sumption of the reins of his govcu-nnumt (for in that light 
lu^ iindonhtially eonsidiMvd it at tiu' iirst view), as specified 
in 1h(? agrtmnent (‘Atamted by him, was not meant to be fully 
and literally ('iiforei'd, but that it was iu“eessary you sbonld 
liav(^ sonudliing to show on yonr siii(‘, as th(‘ t’oinpany were 
depriv(‘d of a beiudit, witluiut a ri‘»piital ; and upon the faith 
of tills assuramai alone, I lu‘lli‘Vi‘ 1 may salely aifirm, his 
K\ ‘elleney’s objeeAions to slii:nin<j; \\w tn*aty were given up. 
It' I lrav(‘ uml(‘rstood tiie mattm* wrong, or miseoiuadved your 
design, I am truly sorry ft»r it. Jloweviu’, it is not tot) late 
to eorreet tlie error: ami I am ri‘atly to iimlerlaki.' and, (lod 
willing, to earrv through whaliwm* yon may, on the reeiupt 
of niy public hdler, tell me is your linal ri'solve. 

“ If you (li'lm’mim\, :it all events, that the measiin's (»f re- 
(liieing th»* Nabob’s :irmy, Xe., shall l)i' immediatidy nmler- 
takeii, I shall t;iki‘ifasa partieiihir favour if you will indulge 
me with a liiu’ at h'v/.aba^l, that I may makt! tin,* neet'ssary 
j)revi(Mis ari’angeim'iits with resj>eet to the disposal of my 
t'ainily, whieb 1 wimld not wish to retalii lu're in the event 
either of :i rupturv^ with tlu* Nabob, or the neei‘ssity of em- 
ploviiig our i'orees on tin* rediietion <d' bis auiuils ami troops. 
This done, 1 can begin the work in three days ;ifter my re- 
turn from by /.a bad.’* 

Hesidi*!i this letter, w bieh T tliink is siiHieiently elear upon 
the aubj(*et, there is also another, miieli mon* elear, upon 
\()ur fordsbips’ minutes, much more distinct and nuieh more 
pointed, expressive of bis being resolved to make such re- 
])rescntations of every matter as the Governor-General may 
wish. Now, a man who is master of the manner in wliieli 
facts are rojuvsenied, and whose subsequent conduct is to be 
justified by sucli representations, is not simply aceountflWo 
lor his conduct j he is accountable for culpably attempting to 
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form, oil false pivi.iises, the jiulgnu‘iit of otliers upon tliat 
conduct. This species of delinquency niust tlierefore be 
added tc the rest ; and I wish your lorclships 1o carry p^ener- 
allyiuyour minds that there is one single svlluble of 
roprt‘senlation made by any of those ])art.ies, except whero 
trutli may happen to break out in S|)ite of all tlio means of 
concealment, which is not to be considenul as the representa- 
tion of iNlr. Hastings himsidf, in justilicatiou of liis own eon- 
duet. 

The letter which I have just now read was writti'u ju'c- 
paratory to the transaction \\hi<‘h 1 am now going to slate, 
<*alled ihr. Treat jf af (Unmar. Having ])rought his miserahli* 
victim 1 hit her, he luriM'd liini to sign a paper callt'd a li*(‘alv ; 
hut such was the fraud in e\cry part of this treaty, that Mr. 
.Middh'ton himself, wlio was th(‘ instrument and tiie eliicf 
agt'ut in it, acknowltMlgt's tiiat the Nabob was pcTsuach'd 1o 
sign it by the assurance giNcii to him that it ne\ei* was to he 
executed. H(‘n* then ycuir lordships ha\«‘ a [)i'iiic<‘ lirst coni- 
jjelled to enter inl(» a negotiation, and then induc(‘d to ac- 
cede to a treaty, by false assurances that it should not la* 
<‘xi‘cuted, which he dt*clari‘s nothing but forci? sliould otlu‘r- 
uise have com[)clled him to acciah* to. 

The tirst circumstance in this transaction that I shall lay 
before your lordships is, that the tnady is declanHl to have 
for its objects txvo modes of ndieving the Nabob from his 
distresses; from distresses which wc liave statial, and which 
IMr. Hastings has not oidy fully admittial, but has himself 
])roved in the clearest manner to your lordships. The first 
was by taking away that wicked rahhlr^Wn' Jlriiisli trooj’is, 
represented by ^H*. Hastings as totally ruinous to the Na- 
bob’s atlairs; and, ])artieularly, by removing that part of 
them which was (railed the new brigade. 

Another remedial part of the treaty r(’gard(‘(l the British 
pensioners. Jt is in jiroof before your lordships that jMi. 
JJaslings agreed to recall from Oude that body of pensioners 
whose conduct there is described, in such strong terms, as 
being ruinous to the Vizier and to all his aflairs. These? 
jicnsionm’s Mr. [fastings engaged to recall ; but he never did 
recall them. AV(? refer your iordships to llio evidcmcc before 
you in proof that tlv se odious pensioners, so distressing to 
the Nabob, so ruinous to his aftiiirs, and so disgract?fiil to ou 
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goNciniiioiil, Wfii* not ojily md rccailcil by IVlr. Hastings, 
but that both atlenvai-ds, and n])on tlie very day of signing 
the treaty (as ]\Jr. Middleton himself tells you) ; npou tliat 
very day, 1 say, he recommended to the !Nabob that these 
penaioiiera might remain upon that very eatablisliment which, 
by a solemn treaty of his own making and his own dictating 
he liad agr(*(‘d to r(‘Ji('vo from this inlulerable burden. 

AFr. Hastings, your lortlships will remembt'r, had departcil 
from Ih'nares, frustrated in bis designs of t‘xlorting .€500,000 
from the Rajah for the C'ompany's list?. He had ravaged Hu* 
eonnlry, \\itlu>nt obtaining any benefit for his njasters; the 
Hrilisli s()ldi(‘j‘s haviiig divided the only spoil, and nothing 
rt'inaining for the sliare of his einploy(‘rs hnt disgrace. IR* 
AS as, tiiendorc*, a 1 raid to ri'tnrn wiliiont having something of 
a hicraliv(; ]U'c*iiniary nature to exhibit to the ('ompany. 
Having tins obj(‘(‘t in view, Onde a])p(*ars to have first pre- 
>ented itself ft) his notice as a country from wbicli some ad- 
\antage of a peciiniarv kind might lu* dcri\t‘d, and accord- 
ingly he tiinied iji his ht'ad a \ast variety of siralagema for 
ell‘c<*ting his j)iirp<»S(‘. 

The lirst artich* that oec\jrs in tlu* treaty of Chnnar is a 
]»o\\er given to tlu* Nabob to r(‘sume all the jagbirc's iu»t 
goiarantet'd by the ( '«impany, and to give pc'iisions to all those 
[lersons who should he reinovetl from their jaghir(‘s. 

iN’oxv, tlu* first ildiig which wouhl naturally occur to a man 
who was going to raist* a revenue tlirougli the intervention of 
the pvinee of the eouutry, would be to reeoiumeud to that 
prinee a better economy in bis atlairs, ami a rational and 
ctpial assessment upon his snbji'cts, in order to furnish the 
amount of the demand wbieh be was aluuit to make npoii 
him. I need not tell your lordships, trained and formed as 
your minds are to the rules and orders of good government, 
that then* is no way by wbieh a prinee can justly assess bis 
i^ubjects but by assessing them all in pro])()rtioii to their re- 
spective abilities ; and that, if a prinee sboiihl make such a 
body as the Ifouse of Lords in this kingdom (which conu's 
near the i*ase I am going to state) 8eparat(*ly the subject of 
assessment, such a thing would be eontrarv to all the prin- 
eiples of regular and just taxation in any eountry in the uni- 
ViTse. Some men may possibly, by locality or ])rivileges, 
^0 excepted from certain taxes; but no taxation ever can bo 
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just that is thrown upon some parlioiilar class only; and if 
that chiss haj^jK'n to bo small and tlie tiemaiid ;:!;reat, the in- 
justice (lone is directly proportionable to the <;reatncss ot* the 
exaction and inversely to the iiumber ot* tiu' ])ersons wlio are 
the objects ot* it. These are clear, irrefragable, and eternal 
principles. 

]lut if, instead of exacting a part by a propoitionabh' rat(\ 
the prince should go further and attempt to shake the wliole 
mass of property itself, a mass perhaps Jiot imieb h^ss thaji 
that which is poss(‘sst‘d by the whoio juvrs of (livat llritain, 
by coidlseating the wliole of the estates at once as a g«.)vorn- 
inent resource, without the chargi; or pretence of any criuu‘; 

1 say, tliat such an act would b(^ opprt‘ssiv<', cruel, anil wick- 
ed in the highest degr(‘(*. Vet this is what *Mr. Jlastiiigs 
2 )rojeetei], and actually did accomplish. 

Sfy lords, at the treaty of (Mnmar, as it is (*alh‘(l, Mr. 
Hastings (for he always arlfidly fet'ls his way as he jiroia-cils) 
first says that the jSabob shall be ptTinitted to do ibis act i. 
he pleases, lie does not assume tlie governmeut. Jle (lo(‘> 
not compel the Kabob to do anytliing. JIt‘ does not foret 
ii])on him this abandoned and wdcki'd conliscaliun of tlie 
property of the whole noijilily ot* a great country. All that 
he says is this, — the Nabob maif hr. permiffed to resunu‘ tlu'se 
jagliircs. AVTiy permiLteil ? If tbi‘ act bad been h'gal, pro- 
per, and justifiable, lie did not want our permission; be was 
:i sovereign in his own dominions. Jbit Sir. Hastings recol- 
lected tliat some of these jagliircs (as they are ealleil, and on 
which 1 shall say a very few' words to your lorilsbi[).s) were 
guaranteed by the Company. The jagliin's of his own liousi', 
of his niotluii* and grandmolbt'r, were giiarant(‘ed l)y us. i 
must inform your hardships that iqjon some of our other ex- 
actions at an earlier period, the Nabob bad I'liilcavoured to 
levy a forced loan npoJi the jaghirdars. This forced hjan was 
made and submitted to by those pi'ople upon a direct assur- 
ance of their riglits in the jaghires, which right was guaran- 
teed by the British rcsidmit, not only to tlie Begums and to 
the w'hole family of the Nabob, but also to all the other ob- 
ject8»of the tax. 

Before T iirocecd I will beg leave to state to you bricily ^ 
the nature of these jaghires. The jaghirdars, tlie holders of 
jaghires, form thw body of the priiuMpal Mahomcdaii nobiiif/ 
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Tlie "real nobility of that country arc divided into two })art3 : 
one i)art conssists of tlie zemindars, ’wlio are the ar.cient pro- 
])rieters of land, and the hereditary nobility of the country ; 
these nr(» mostly (jeiitoos. The IMahomedaiis form the other 
part, v\ hose A\ hole intmvst in the land consists in the jag- 
liircs, for vi‘ry tew Indeed of them are zmnindars anywhere; 
in some of the ])rovij\eea none of them are so; the whole of 
lhe!n are ja^diirdars. 

\\'(^ li ave lu'aril, my lords, nmcli discussion about ja^liirea. 
Jt is in proof before your lordships that they are of tw«i 
sorts : that a ja;;hire sii^nifies exactly what the word /cc dot's 
in till' Ihmlish uv Jcodiim in the barbarous Latin 

of th(‘ Fiiidists; that it is a word whieii sii^nifies a salary 
or a maintenanee, as did orij^inally llie Ln^^lish ^\ord let', 
(lerivtal from tlie word Jrutl and Jroditw. These jaj^liiros, 
like other fees and like other feotts, W(‘ri* i;iv(Mv in land as :i 
inaintenanee : some with the eimdition (>f s('r\ iet‘, some with- 
out any condition; some wert* annexed t«) an oHiet', some 
wei’e jj:rani('(l as llu' support of a dignity, and none w(*re 
^rallied for a h‘ss tei’in than life, t'xei'pt th(»se tli*it wei’t; im- 
mediali'ly annexed to a lease. We ha\(* show n your lord- 
ships (and in this we ha\e followed tht* exam[)h.‘ of jM r. 
llastiiiLi^s) that S(;me of them art' tees <;rantetl ai'tnally in 
perptjtnity ; and in fact many of them are si) ^ranleil. Wt^ 
art' fiN’lher to tell your lordships, that by the custom of the 
empire tlu'y art' almost all ‘;rown as the foods in Fairopi* art' 
:j:rown by list' into sometbiiiL;- bieb is at least virtually an in- 
lierilanet'. Tins is the stale of t be jaghiri's and jai];binlars. 

Amonjj; tiu'se jai^liires we tind, what yovir lonlships would 
expeet to liud, au ample provision lor all tlie nobility of that 
illustrious family of whieh the Nabob is the head ; a jirince 
whose familv, both by lather and mothtn*, not wilhslamliu^ 
tin- slandi*]’ of the jirisoner against his beiiefaetor. was im- 
doubtedly of the lirst and most (list iiii^nisht'd nobility of tht3 
^Mahonu'dan empire. Aecordin;^Iy his nneles, all his nt'ar re- 
lations, his mother, grandmothi*r, all jiossessed jai^hires, some 
ef vt*ry long slaiulinj^, and must of liiem imt {^iven by tlio 
.^abob. 

J take some pains in explainintc this business, because 1 
trust your lordships will have a stronjj feeling; against any 
confiscation for the purpose of revenue. Believe me, my 
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lurila, it* tilt'll' Is anytliiiiL; wliii-li will root the ])resuiit order 
ot‘lIiiiyi;s out of Europe, it will l)e^iii,as wo see it has already 
begun in a neighbouring eoimtrv, by eonliseati ng, for the pur- 
poses of the state, grants made to elassi's of men, let tlu'm 
1)0 held by what names, or be supposed siiseeptible of what 
lilnises soever. I w'ill venture to say that daeobinism never 
ran strike a more deadly blow against ])roperty, rank, ami 
ilignily, than your lordships, if you winv to a<*i|nit this ujan, 
wouhl slrilo^ against yunr own dignity ami the very hi'ing of 
the soeiety in whii'h wi' livi'. 

Y’^oiir lordships w ill lind in your priuled luiuuti's who thc^ 
jaghinlars W’ere, and what was the amount of Ihi'ir estates. 

jaghin.'s of whiidi 31r. Hastings aiithorizi'd thi' eonlis- 
eatioii, or what lie rails :i rntuwption^ aj)p(‘ar from JMr. Cur- 
ling’s aecouiit, when iirst the forced loan was h'vioil upon 
them, nmler his resideniship, to amount to .C2S5,(M)0 sli'rling 
per annum; wliieh dJ!iSo,tK)0, if rated ami valiK'd aeeonlinL^ 
to tlu^ (liili'rent value of ])rovisions and other necc'ssarii's i.f 
life in that eomilry ami in Ihiglaml, will amount, Jis near as 
may be, to about :iJ()O0,(KK) a year. 1 am within eom[)ass. 
bherybody eonvi'rsant with Jmlia will say it is ('ipiivalent a! 
least; to .C()()(),tt()() a \ear in hkiglaml ; ami what a l>l<>w siieh 
a (‘onliscatioii as this would he on the furl lines of the pis'i-s 
of lireat Britain, your lonUiiips will judge. 1 like to sim- 
your estates as great as tlu'y are; — 1 wish they were greater 
than they are ; but whatever they an*, 1 wish above all that 
they should bo p('r])(*tual. For dignity and property in this 
country t^afo prrpfUua shall be my prayer this day, and the 
last prayer of my life. The (’ominous tlu‘refore of (jn‘at 
Britain, those guardians of jmiperty, who W'ill not sulVi'i* the 
monarch tliey love, the troveriiment whicli tliey adore, to 
levy one shilling upon Ha* subject in any other way than 
the law' and statutes of tliis kingdom prescribe, will not 
sulfer nor enn they b«;ar the idea that any single class of 
people should be chosen to be. the objects of a contrary con- 
duct, nor that even the Nabob of Oiido should be permitted 
to act upon sucli a flagitious principle. When an English 
governor has siihstiMiti'd a pow'er of his ow’U instead of tho 
legal go\eruineiit f tho country, as 1 have proved this man 
to have done, if he found the prince going to do an act whicli 
would shake the propt*rty of ail the nobility of the country, 
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he surt'ly oiiglifc io niiso his IiamI niul say, “ You shall not 
make* my name* your sanction lor such an atrocious and abo- 
ininablo act as tliis confiscation would bo.** 

Mr. .llastin^.s, howevt'r, whilst lu^ {j;ivcs, with an urbanity 
for which ho is so imicli praised, his cons(*.iit io this confisca- 
tion, adils lliero must bo pensions secured for all persons 
losing; their estates who liad the seeurity of our guarantee. 
Voiir lords]iij)s know that j\Ir. Hastings by his guarantee bad 
Hceiired tlieir jaghires to t Im Nabob's own relat ions and family. 
One woidd liave imagimal that, if tlie estates of those who 
W(‘re without any seeurity were to bii con(iseat(‘d at bis plea- 
sun*, those at least avIio were guaraiilcH'd by the Company, 
such as llie Jh'gnms of (.)iide, and s(‘veral of tlie princi])al 
nobility (»f till* Nabob's family, would have bi'(*n secure. Mo 
indeed says that jiensions shall he giv(‘n them, for at this 
time he had not got the length of violating, witliout shame 
or riMnorse, ail liie guaraulecs of the Company. There shall, 
says 111*, be ])(‘nsions given. If pensions were to be given to 
till* saliK* ot the eslale, I ask what lias this violent act done? 
V«)n sh/d\(* the security of proj)(*rty, and, instead of sutfering 
a man to gather his own prolits with his own hands, yon 
turn him into a pensioiK'r upon the piihiii; treasury. I can 
conceive tliat such a mi'asure will render these persons miser- 
able di’penilants instead of independi'iit nobility; but 1 can- 
not eonceivi* what linancial objeet can bo answered by paying 
that in jiension which yon are to receive in r(‘venne. This 
is dijcetly contrary to linancial economy. For when ymi 
stipnlaie to pay out of the treasury of government a certain 
])ension, and take upon yon the receipts of an estate, you 
afmpt a measure by wiiieh governu\eut is almost sure, of be- 
ing a loser. You eharge it with a (‘i‘rlain lived sum and 
• n upon a supposii i<»n that, under th(^ management e.. the 
|Mihlie, the estate will be as prodnetive as it was under the 
management of its private owner, (a thing highly improbabk,) 
you lake your ehaiiee of a reimbursement, subject to all tlie 
extra expi*nsi* and to all the accidents that may haj)pen to a 
pulilii* revenue. This eontiscation couhl not therefore In* 
jiislilied as a im-asure of e«'onnmy ; it must have been de- 
signeil im.'rely for tin* saki? of .shaking and destroying the 
projH'rty of the country. 

The whole Irausaction, my lords, was an act ot grer^i vio* 
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Icnce iislicrcd in by n gross fraud. It appears tliat no 
pensions Avere ever inleiuled to be i)aid ; and iijis yon wil* 
naturally giK'ss uould be ilie event \vhen such a strange iiie- 
f arnorpliosis was to be made as that of turning a great landed 
intt'i’ost iido a pemsionary payment. An it eonld answer 
otln'r purpose, so it eonld be iideiubnl for no other than th;it 
of getting possession of these jaghires by fraud. This man, my 
lords, eannot commit a robbery without indidging himsell’ at 
the saiiH' tim(‘ in the practice of liis favourite arts of fraud and 
falsehood. 

.And liert) T must again remind yonr ]«n*dslii[)s, that at the 
time of the treaty ol* (Minnar, the jaghirer? were held in tlu* 
following manner: — Of the .C2S5.()()0 a yi'ar which was to 
bi» eonliseated, Hit* old grants of Snjah .Dowlah, the grand- 
falh(‘r (»f th(i ^abob, ainonnted to m'ar two-tliirds of llu^ 
wIkjIc, as yon an ill find in the pajier to wliii-h we refer yon. 
Jly t his eoiiliseation. tht*refore, tin.* jXahol) was authorized lo 
rcj^if/fir gr;nds of which lie had not liemi tlu* grantor. 

[Air. HnrKe lien* read flu* list of the jaghires. ] 

.Now, my lords, you see that all these estales, except 
*■€25,782 a yisar, w(‘]e eilher jaghires ibr tlu^ i\al.)ol)*s t»\\n 
iiniiiediaie family, settled by his fat lua* njirm his motlu’i*, and 
by his fathei’s fathi-r n[)on his grandmotlu'r, ami 14)011 vSular 
•lung, bis uiicl(‘, or w en* the ])roperty of the most considerable 
nobility, to tlui gross amount of .t285.l)t)0. ]\lr. Hastings 

confesses that the Nal)ob reluctantly made t he eonliscation lo 
tIuM'.xteiit pri)j)Osed. W hy ? Hecaiise, sa\s lu', tin* orderlies, 
namely, cei’tain persons so called, suhservii’iit to bis debauch- 
eries, were per.sons whom ho wished to sj)are. Now, .1 am 
to shoN'' yon, that this man, whatever faults he may have in 
liis ]a’ivat(i moials fwilli whieli w(* liave nothing at all to do), 
lias he(‘n slandej’ed tlironghont by J\lr. Jlasliiigs. Tate his 
own account of the matter, ^.fhe Nabob, says lie, wonhl 
have coiiliscated ail the r(^'^t, except his orderlit's, whom he 
would h:ive sparc'd, but J, linding wbero bis ])arliality lay, 
compelled him to saerifiec tiui whole ; for otherwise he W'onhi 
liave sacrificed the good to save the bad. AVhereas, says IMr. 
iliislings, in etlect my principle was to sacrilice the goo'l, 
and at tl.<; •‘■amo tiu^e to punish the bad. Now conijiare the 
be gives tif the proceedings of Azopb ul HowWi 
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witli bis own. Azopli iil Dowlab, to save soir.o iinwortby 
persons wlio liad ja^iiires, would, if left to liitj own diycre- 
iion, have conliscated those only of tbe deserving; wbilo 
j\Ir. Hastings, to eftect tbc inclusion of tbo worthless in tbe 
eonfiseation, confiscates tbe jagbires of tbc innocent and tbe 
virtuous men of bigh rank, and of tboso wbo bad all tbe tics 
of nature to plead for the ^bibob’a forbearance, and reduced 
them to a-stat(? of dependency and degradation. 

Now, supposing these two villanous plans, neither of 
wbicb your lordships can bear to bear tbo sound of, to stand 
e(|iial in point of morality, b't us see bow they stand in point 
of calculation. Tin? unexceptionable part of tbe £285,000 
amouiiteil to £200,000 a year; whereas, 8np])osing every 
])art of tlie new grants bad been made to tbe most unworthy 
persons, it only amounted to £25,000 a y(‘ar. Therefore by 
bis own aeeoniit, giviai to you and to tbe Company, upon this 
oeeasion, bi' has eontiseat<‘d £2t»0.000 a y(‘ar, the proj)erty of 
imioeent, if not of im'ntorious individuals, in order to punisb 
by eonlisealioii those who had £25,(X)0 a year only. This 
is the account he givc's yon himself of his honour, his justice, 
and his jiolicy in these j)roeee(Iings. 

Ibit, my lords, lu' shall not ('seaj)e so. It is in your mi- 
nutes, that so lar was the Nrdjob from wishing to save tbo new 
except ionablo grants, that at tbo time of tb(^ foi’ced loan I 
have mentioned, and also wlieii tbc resumption was proposed, 
be was perfectly willing to give up every one of tliem, imcl 
d('sired only that bis mother, bis uncles, and bis relations, 
witli oth(*r individuals, tbe prime of tin' ]\labomedau nobility 
of that country, should be spared. Is it not enough that this 
poor Nabob, lids wretched priiici', is made a slavi^ to tbe man 
now st/iudliig at your bar; tliat lie is made by 1dm a shame 
and a scandal ti^ his family, his race, and his country ; but bo 
must l)e cruelly asjx'rscd, and have faults and crimes attri- 
buted to liimthatdo not ludong to him? I know nothing of 
Ids private character and conduct; J\Ir. Hastings, who deals 
in scamlalons anecdote’s, knows them, lint I take it upon 
the iac(^ of Mr. Piirling’s assc’rtion, and I say that tli(^ Nabob 
would have eonsented loan arbitrary taxation of the jagbires, 
und wo\d(l have given up to absolute counscation every man, 
except tliccc honourable persons ] have mentioned. 

Tbe j)risoner n’mself has called Afr. AVoinbwcll to prove 
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the names of ilioso infamous persons, wiili a partiality for 
whom JMr. Hastings lias asporseil the Nabob, in order to lay 
the ground ibr the destruction of bis family. ^J'hey amount 
to only six in number; and Avheii Ave eomc to examine tlu'so 
six, wo find that llieir jagbires Avere ])erfeclly eonteinptible. 
The list of the other jaghirdars j'our lordships see fills up 
pages ; and the amount of their incomes 1 have already stated. 
Your lordships now see how inconsiderable, both in number 
and amoniit, were tlu' culpable jagbires, in the destrmdion of 
Avbicli he has iiivolviM] the grentm* numlx'r and the meritori- 
ous. You see that the ^sabob never did propose any ex- 
emption of the former at any tim(» ; that tliis was a slander 
ami a calumny on that nnbaj)jn' man, in order to ded'end iln^ 
violent acts of tlie prisoner; who has n'course to slaii(l('r 
and calumny as a proper way \o didend violenci*, oufragi', 
and wrongs. 

We bav(; now gone through th(‘ first slagt' of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s e<miiseati()Ti of the estat(‘s of tlio.'C unhappy peoph'. 
AVhen if eaine* to bo put in o\ecul ion, .Mr. M iddU'Um finds 
the Nabob ri'luetani, in tlu' greatest degr(‘(‘, tt> make this sa- 
i rilicc of bis family and of all bis nobility. It loiiebed iiim 
in every way in whiidi shame and sympathy can all’(M*l a man. 
He falls at the feet <d* Mr. Middleloii ; lu* says, J. signed I he 
treaty of Chunar upon an assurance that it was inner meani. 
to he j)iit in forci'. IMr. Middleton nevcrlheless jiroceeds ; 
he sends the family of the Nabob out of the country; but 
lie entertains fears of a gtmeral revolt as the conseijnence cd 
this tyrannical act, and refers the case ])aek to Mr. Hastings, 
who insists upon its being executed in its utmost extent. 
The N'ahob again n'lnonsl rates in llie, strongest mamim* ; he 
b(‘gs, lie ])rays, he disi embles, In* ilclays. One day bo pre- 
tends to l)(^ willing to submit, the next be bangs bai k, just 
a.s the violence of Mr. Hastings or bis own natural feelings 
and principles of justice dragged him one way or draggeil 
him another. Mr. JNliddleton, tnnnbling and under the aAve 
of that drendful responaihilitif under whicii your lordsbiiis 
may remember Mr. Hastings bad expressly laid liim upon 
that occasion, venture's at om*c to usurp the Nabob’s goverii- 
ineiit. Me usurped it openly and avowedly. He (l('elare<I 
that ho himself would i.ssiic Jiis perwannahs as governor of 
the country, for fhe jiurpose of executing this aboirinablf 
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confiscai ioli. JFc assumed, T say, to Iiimsolf II:o government 
of llio coiiniiy, and Mr. Hastings liad armed liiin Avitli a 
strong military Ibirc lor tliat ])nrposo ; lie declared lie Avould 
order those troops to marcli for his sup])ort ; ho at last got 
this rcliietaiit, struggling Nabob to consent in the manner 
Ave have described. 

I shall now read to your lordships ISl r. Middleton’s letters, 
iliat you 'may hear tlieso men with their own mouths describ- 
ing tlii‘ir own acts ; and that your loi'dsliips may llimi judge 
whether the highest tone and language of eriminatiun comes 
np to tlieir own description of their own proceedings. 

“ Lin loKAv, tlic Olli of Dec., 17SI. 

hhnding the Nabob wavering in his (h^terminat ion about 
th(' r(‘sumption of the jaghires, 1 this day, in pri’sence of 
and with the minister’s eoncurrence, «»nl(‘i’('(l the necessary 
perwaniiahs to he Avritten to the sevi'ral aumils foi* that ])ur- 
pose, and it was iny tinn resolution to ha\e des])atehe(l them 
this ev(‘ning, with proju'r peoph* to set? them punctually and 
implicitly carrit'd into execution ; 1ml ht'ftire they wtu’C all 
transcribed, 1 ri'ceived a message, from tin* Xaht)l), Avht) had 
hotMi inftirmod by tlu' minister of the n'snhition I had taktm^ 
(Mil r(‘at iiig that 1 would withhold the perwaniiahs till to-mor- 
rnw morning, Avlien he wonhi ;itl(Mni iiu', and afford me satis- 
faction on this [loiiit. As the loss of a tiwv hours in the 
despatch of tin* ])erw'annahs aj)peareil of little monuMit, and as 
it is possilde the Nabob, st'eing that tlie hiisint'ss will at all 
events he done, may make it an act of his ow n, I hav(* con- 
sented to indulge him in his reipiesi ; but hi' the n'siill of our 
interviewv whatever it may, nothing shall ])rev(Mil the orders 
being issued io-morrow', either by him or myself, witli the 
eonciirrenee of the ininistc'rs. Vonr ph'asnre respecting the 
Hcgiims .1 liav(? learnt from SirHlijah ; and tlu' measure hereto- 
fore proposed w ill soon follow' the jTsuniptioii of liie jaghires ; 
from l)oth, or indeed from the former alone, I liave no doubt 
of the complete li(piidation of the Company’s hahuici?.” 

“ laiilxnow’, the 7lh Dtr., IT"'!. 

**My dkau Sij?, 

“ 1 had the lionour to address you yesterday, informing 
yoTi of tlic steps I had taken in regard to the resumption 
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the jngliircs. This morning the V^izior enine to me, according 
to Ilia agreement, but seemingly without any intention or do- 
pire to yield me satisfaction on the subject under discussion ; 
for afh'r a great d(‘al of conversation, consisting on his part 
of trifling evasion and puerile excuses for Avilhholding his as- 
sent to the measure, though at the same time professing the 
most i!n])licit submission to your wislu's, 1 found mys(‘lf with- 
out any other n'source than the one of employing that ex- 
clusive authority with wliich 1 consider voiir instructions to 
vest me; 1 therefon' (le<*lared to the Nabob, in ])resence 
of the miuisti'r and Mr. dohnson, wlio I dc'sired might bi‘ar 
■witness of the conversation, that i coustructial his rejection 
of the nu'asure purposed as a breach of his soleiuu promise 
to y<-)U, and an uiiwilliiigness to yi(‘ld that assistauco which 
was (‘vidcntly in his jiowi'r towards Jitjuidatiug his lu'avy aev 
cuniulated debt to (he C\)inpany, and that J must in couse- 
qucnci* d(d('riuin(‘, in my own justification, to issue iiunuali- 
ately the jK’rwaunahs, whi(*h had only been withheld in the 
sanguine h()[)e that he would be pn'vailed upon to make that 
his own act, Avhich nothing but the most urgent necessity 
could force me to make mine. left me without any rcjily, 
l)ut aflerwards sent for his ministm*, and authorized him to 
give UK* hojies that my napiisilion would be (’omj)lied with, 
on which 1 c'Xjna'sscd my satisfaction ; hiit (h^clanal that I 
could admit of no further delays, and unless 1 received his 
exeelleiiey’s formal aei|uieseenee before the evening, i should 
then most assur< dly issue my perwaunahs, which 1 have ac- 
cordingly done, not having had any assurances from his ex- 
cellency that could justify a furl her suspension. I shall, as 
soon as pos^ihh*, inform you of thi* eircct of the ])(‘i*waunahs, 
winch, ill many parfs, I am apjin-hcusive it will he tbimd ne- 
cessary to enforce with military aid ; ,I am not, however, cn- 
tindy witliout hop(‘s that Hit* Nahof), wluui In* se<*s (he in- 
eflicacy (»f further opposition, may alter liis conduct, and 
jinn'cufi the confiisioii and disagrec.able consccpuMiccs which 
would ho too likidy to result from the ])rosecuti()ii of a inca- 
rnre of such importance without his concurrence; his extad- 
Joiicy talks of going to Py/.ahad for the ])ur])ose heri'toforo 
TA ^iitioned, in tlinjc or four days. I wish he may he serious 
iii this iiUtAJtioii, at. i you may rest assured I shall spare li<> 
pai“s to kf'fp him to it,” 
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** Lurkiiow, 2*^ .“I Iteromhjr, 1781. 

‘‘Tf your new (loin.'iml is lo bo insistod iipoii, wliich your 
lottor sooiMs to |)ortoii(], 1 must boi^ your |)iV(‘iso oi’dcrs upon 
ii., as iVom tb(‘ iblUcultios 1 luivo witluii Ihoso low days oxpo- 
rionoi'd, in rarrvini; tbo ]>oints you bad iMijoiuod with llio 
jVabob, l_liav(‘ tlio bi'st f^rounds for bcru^viiijj; that Ik' would 
oousitirr it a dii‘(‘ct bi'i‘acb of fb(‘ lalo a!;ri‘Oim‘ul, and iotallv 
rojoct tlio |)i'oj)()sal as suoli ; and I mu:’.f own to you, that in 
bis prosont Ibnuonfcd slafo of mind, I oould oxpci't jiol bin;' 
loss fban dc'spair, and a dc'olarod ruptun*. 

“ jlo bas by no moans ]) 0 (‘n yot abb‘ to furnisb m(‘. with 
moans of i)ayin;j; off tlio anvars duo to Ilu‘ tiMuporarv brii^ado, 
to tlio stipulated tcuMu of its oont inuanoi' in bis scM’vicro ; tliij 
funds jK'oossary for payln;^ off and discliar;![ini; bis owji mili- 
tary ostablislunont, undt‘r Rrilisb olllecu's. and bis ponsion 
list, bavo b(M'n raised, on tbo private credit of JMr. .lobnson 
and lUNstdt*, iVom tbo sbrolls of ibis plaec‘, to wboni wt' are at 
tins moinont pledg’d for many la«*Ks of riipt'os ; and wilbout 
snob aid, wbieli T freely and at all ba/anls yiedded, b(‘eause .[ 
<‘oneeiv('d it was your anxious desire to ri’li(‘ve tbo a\abob as 
sotin as possible of ibis beany burdem, tiu‘ t'stablisbuu'ut 
must liav(‘ been at bis obar^e^ lo this lime, and ju’obaldy for 
montbs te> ee)m(‘, wbib* bis v(‘soun!es xvero straim‘d to tbo ut- 
most to furnisb jaidads for its maintemtinec' to tins pei'iod. 1 
tboroforo la‘sitate not to de'olaro it utterly imj)ossil»b* for bim, 
under any <*ii*ouuistam-t‘s wbatevt'r, to provide funds for tlie 
payment of tlu* troo|)s you now proposes to send bim. 

“ 'fbo wre'stinu: Furnu'kabad, Kyrai^ui', and I'y/aila Tawii’a 
country from bis e^ovi rnimmi (for in that li,u:bt, nyv diair sir, 
F can faitbfully assure you, lu* views tin* measures adoj)led in 
rospoet to tboso countries), to;j;etbor with tin? resumption of 
all t bo jaij^bin'S, so mueb a;;ainst bis inelination, bavo already 
broni^b't tbo iNabob to a. ])orsnasion tbat notbin^i;' loss than bis 
destruction, or tlu-. annibilat ion of (‘veu-y shadow of bis power, 
is meant ; and ail my labours to Ci)nvinco bim to tbocemtrary 
bavo proved abortive. A settb'd melaneboly bas seized bim, 
2md ])is bealib is reduced beyond conce[)|.ion ; and 1 do most 
binnbly bedievo, tbat tbo in.arcdi of four r(\i‘imtmts of sepoys 
towards Lucknow, under whatever eircunistances it might bo 
represented, would be considered by him as a force ultimate] jr 
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to be useil in securing liis ])ersoii. Jn sliort, iny dear sir, 
it is a niaitt'r of such iiiiiuediale iiioiiieiit, and involving, ap- 
j»arcnliA', sneh \cry serious and important consecpieiices, tliat 
I I)av(' not oidy laheu upon me to suspend tli(‘ communica- 
tion of it to tlie Aabol), until 1 sliould be honoured w ith your 
further commands, but have also ventured to \\rite the en- 
closed letter to Coloiud ]\1 organ ; liberties wliich 1 conridoiilly 
trust ^vill excuse, Avheii you consider that 1 can be actu- 
att‘d by :io other motive than a zeal for tiie public service; 
and that if, after all, you determine that the measure shall bo 
insisted on, it Avill be only the loss of six, or at most eight 
(lays in proposing it. lint in the last event, I earnestly en- 
treat your orders may bi^ explicit and ])ositive, that 1 may 
clearly know what hnigths you would wish me to proci'od 
in carrying thmu into (execution. .1 again di‘clare it is my 
firm belief, — and assure yourself, my dear ]\Ir. Hastings, 1 am 
not infbieneeil in this deedaration by any considerations but 
my public clii/y and my persoual atlaehment to you, — that fho 
enforcing the measure you have proposed wouhl be productive 
of an open rupture bedween us and the Nabob ; nay, that the 
first nei'ossarv stc]) towards carrying it into eflect must be, 
on our part, a declaration of liostility.’* 

Voiii’ Itird^hips have now before your eyes proofs, furnished 
by iNIr. Jla.stings himself, from his correspondence with Mr. 
^liddleton, irrefragable ])roofs that tins ^dibob, who is stated 
to liave made the proposition himself, was dragged to the sig- 
nafnrt^ nf it ; and that tint troops whicli are sup|)oscd, and 
fraiulnlently slated (and 1 VNisli yonr l()rdshij)s particularly to 
obsci’ve this), to hav(j been sent to assist him in this measun*, 
were considenMl by him as a body of Iroojis sent to imprison 
liim, and to tree him IVom all the troubles and ]).\ins of go- 
vcrnnieni . 

AVhen Mr. Hastings seid tlu^ troops for tin* purpose, as he 
protended, of assisting the Xabob in the (‘xccution of a nuai- 
sure which was really adoptcal in direct opposition to tlio 
wishes of that prince, wliat other conclusion could be drawn 
but that they were sent to overawe, not to assist him. The 
man*h of alien trnops into a country, upon lliafc O(*casion, 
conhl bav'j no object but hostility; tlnw could have be(»n 
Hcrit >vitii no othcj' tlesign but that of bringnjg disgraco upon 
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111 *' Nal)i»l> 1)y luakiiiLi: liim Du* ruiiifnl (*1’ iamily’s 
ruin, <yi(l ot‘ tlui destruction ot* his nobility. Voiir lordships, 
tluTcfore, Avill not wonder that this iniserahlo man shoiiAci 
Iiave sunk into despair, and that lie should have felt tho 
weight ot his oppression doubly a^^ravaled bv its eoinini’^ 
from such a man as iMr. Hastinj^s, aiul by its beinc; (mfoired 
by such a man as Mr. Middlolon. 

And htin^ I must press omM>bservatioii ujxm your lordships, 
- I do not know a «;r(‘at(M* insult, that <*an be olleri'd 1o a 
man born to eommand, than lo lind lnms(‘lt‘ mad(‘ lh(‘ tool 
of a set ot* obsenn* men eomc' from an unknown eonntrv, 
wit bout anytbin,!T to ilistini^niisb iliem bid an usnrj)i‘d power. 
XevtM* sliall T, out of <-ompliment to any pt'rsons, b('eau.so 
they liapp(Mi to b(‘ my own e(midrvmen, dis^nis(‘ my feelinj^a 
or re!ionne(* the (budates of nature and of humanity. If we 
send out ohsenre pi'oph', nnknowinu; ami unknown, to exei*- 
eis(^ such atds as ilu‘se, i must say it is a bitter a^j^i’avation 
of the victim’s sufferini^. Opjiressioii and rohbiuy are at all 
times (wils, hut tlic'yare mort* hearable wlien (\\t*reised by 
])ersons whom we have het‘n habituated to re^aril with awe, 
and to wh(»m maidiiiid forages have ])e(*n accustomed to bow. 

.N'ow’, d()(‘s the liistorv of tyranny furnish — do('s the bis- 
tory of po])u1ar violence deposini; kin^s funii.^b anytbini]; like* 
lli(* dreadful d(*position of this ])riuee, and tlu* cruel and 
abominable tyranny that lias been exercised <»ver him ? Con- 
sider too, my lords, for what ohj(*et all this was done. "Was 
^Ir. llaslin<];s endoavourin^j;, by his arbitrary inlerfcnmcc and 
the use of liis supi'rior powa*r, to seri'eu a ]H'ople from tlu? 
usurpation and ])()W'er of a tyrant; from any strong and vio- 
lent acts against ])roperty, against dignity, against nobility, 
against the freedom of his peoph*? Nc : you see here a 
monarch deposed in elVeet by persons pretending to be bis 
allies; and assigning what are prolemled to be his wishes, as 
the motive for using his usurped authorily in tin' ('xecution 
of thes(* acts of violt*nee against his own family and his sub- 
jects; AViu set? him struggling against this violent prosti- 
tution of his authority. Jle refuses the sanct ion of his name, 
which before he had given up to Air. Hastings tt) be useil 
as lu? ])leas(‘d, and only begs not tt) 1 o made an inslriiment 
of wrong w hich his sviul abhors, and winch would make him 
infain(ius throughout the world. Air. Alidilletim, however, 
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nssunDi'S llio s(jviiivi^nt.y ot* ilio cniniliy. J, lu‘ siiys, a'd^ 
iVnbob of Oiulo: tbo jagbires aluill bi* couiiscated ; i havtt 
giviMi iiiy()nlora,iiiul they shall bo supporlod by a inil ilary force. 

I am ashamed to have so far distriisicd your lordslii])^’ hon- 
ourable ami ^onerous Iboliu^s, as to liavo odbred you upon 
this occasion any ivmarks Avhich yon must have run bednro 
me ill making. Tliose feelings which you have and ought 
to have,— feelings born in tlm Im'usts of all mi?n, and much 
more in men of your lordships’ elevated raid\, naidiT my 
remarks unnecessary. I netal not, tluu’cfore, ask what you 
feel, when a tbri‘ign rt‘^i(lt‘nt, at a prince’s coiii-l, takes upon 
liimself lo force that |)rince to act the' part of a lyi*aut, and, 
upon bis rcsi>laiit'e, ojituily and axowc'diy assumes the sovi‘- 
reignty of llu* country. Vou havt* it in pR)of that Mr. Mid- 
dltdou did this, lie not only put his own nanii^ to the orders 
for this horrible conliscatiou, but hi' actually proci-cded lo 
dispossess the jaghinlars of their lands, and lo simd them out 
of the Country. -And whom do<‘s lu‘ send in the pla<*e of 
this plundered body of nobility, to lake; j)ossession of tlio 
country? Why the usurers of Henari's. \'(‘s, my Joi’ds, he 
immediately mortgages the whole country to the usurcu's of 
iJeiian's, for the purpose of raising money upon it; giving it 
up to those blood-suckers, disposst'ssed of that nobility whose 
int(!rest, whose duty, W’hose fi*elings, and w hose liabits made 
them the natural protectors of llu* j)eoplc. 

jMy lords, we here see a body of usnna’s [)ut' into ])ossessioii 
of ail tlic estates of tlu* nobility; let us now' sta* if tins act 
W'as necessary, tucii for the avowed purposes of its agents — 
the relief of th() JVabob’s linancial (.liliienlties, and tin* ])av- 
nient of his debts to the (’omp.any, Mr. M iddleton has told 
your lordships that thesi* jaghir«‘s would ])ay the tk)m[)anv’s 
<leht completely in two years. Tl)en, wuidd it not have been 
bettor to have left these* estates in the bands of tlieir owners, 
and to have ojipressed them in some moderate, decent way ? 
j\light they not liave left the jaghinlars to raise the sums re- 
quired by some setth'iueut with the bankers of llenaros, 
ill which the repayment of the money, within five or six 
veara, miglit have bei'ii sceun*d, and the jagbir Jars have had 
in the mean time something to subsist upon? () no; these 
victims must hav*. nothing to live upon. They must bo 
turned out. And why ? Mr, Hastings commands it. — Here 
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1 must 1 * 1 ) 1 ) j III iiitl of iMr. .M iilcllflr/ii n lilili? ; for o.io ominot 
l)ut ])ity Iluj misi.'ral)li.‘ iustniinmitH that l)avn to act uiulcr 
]\lr. iJastiu^^s. .1 do not mean toa[)ologi/c lot ^Ir. Middleton, 
but to pity the situation of [u*rsons wlio, being servants ot 
llu; (’om[)any, W(‘ro converted by the usurpation ol‘ this ii.fiii 
iiitohis sul»jects and Ids slaves. Thi) mindof ]\Ir. Middleton 
revolts. You si'i* him reluctant to proceed. The Xabob begs 
a respiler You lind in tlu* ri‘sitlent a willingness to coiuj)ly. 
JOven Mr. ]MidilU‘ton is jilacable. Mr. Hastings aioi e is ob- 
iliii'ale. Jlis resolution to n)b a)ul to deslrov was not to be 
inoV(‘d, and lln^ I'slati's of the wliole Mahomedan. Ueddlily of 
a gi-eat kingdom wi're eonlisealed in a moment. Your lord- 
ships will ohsei've that Ids oialers to Mr. ^Middleton allow no 
roi‘l)eai‘aiice. Jle \\ril<‘S thus to him: 

“ ♦Sir, — My mind has lieca) for soim* days suspended be- 
tween two opposite impulses; oni*. arising tVom tin* iuH*essily 
<d‘iny I’eturu to Calcutta; tlu* othei*, iVom the apprelu‘nsion 
of my preseiu'i* h(‘ing mori* iu‘ci*ssai*y and inoiv ui*gi‘iilly wanted 
at liiudxuow. \’onj* aiiswi'i* to this shall decidi* my choict*. 

“ J liave waited thus long, in the iH>[)(\s of hearing that 
some progi’ess had heen ma(h' in the I'Xecution ot‘ the j)]an 
wldch I concluded willi the A’aholiin Septmid)!*!* last. J do 
not iiiul that any sti'p towards it has heen yid tak(‘U, though 
three months are elapsi'd, and little more than that j)(‘i‘ioil did 
appear to me requisite to hav(* accaunplisheil the most essen- 
tial pai-ls of it, and to have InxMight the whole into train, 
'.fhis tardiness, and the tipposition prepared to the only de- 
cided act _\et undertaken, have a bail a[)pea)’an(H‘. 1 at)pro\(i 
tin.* xS'ab(»b’a resolutions to diqu’ive the Ih'gnms of their ill- 
employeil treasui’i‘s. In both services, it must be your caia; 
to pi’event an abuse of the powi'rs given to those* that are 
lunployed in them. You yonr.self ought to be personally 
|)i'esent. Y"ou must not allow' any negot iation or forl)eai*ance, 
but must prose(*ute both services, initd the IVgums are at tlie 
I'litire mercy oftlic JSabob, their jagldres in tin* epiiet posses- 
sion of his aumils, and their wealth in such chargi> as may 
secure it against jirivate embezzlement. You will have a 
foi'ce* more than sullieient to ellect both tlu'se purposes. 

“The reformat iou of his army, and the iu‘W settlement of 
Ids reveiiees, arc also points of immediate conccrn.and ought to 
be irnuiediatcly concluded, lias anything been done in either? 
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“1 now ilomaiiJ and require you moat solemnly to answer 
me. Are you eonlideut in your own ability to accomplish all 
these j)urposcs, and the other points of my instructioiia ? 
]f you reply that you are, I will depart with a quiet and 
assured mind to the presidency, but leave you a drejidfiil 
ivs])onsil)ility if you disappoint me. If yon ttdl me that you 
cannot ndy upon your power, and the other means whicli 
you possess for pmformin!^ these services, 1 will freti you 
from tli(‘ ehar';e. I will proceed myself to Luchnow, and 1 
will myself undertake them ; and in that case, 1 desire that 
you will immcdiati‘ly order bearers to bo stationed, for mysell 
and two other «^entleinen, between Jjiicknow and Jllahabad, 
and I will st^l out from hence in three days after the receipt 
of your let ler. 

“ I am sorry that I am under the necessity of writing in fiiis 
])ressing manner, j trust implicitly to your integrity. I am 
et'i’taiu of your attachment to myself, and I know tliat your 
capacity is ecpial to any s('rvici*; hut J. must c.\])rcss wiy 
doubts of your tirmm'ss and aedivitv, ami above all of your 
recollection of my instructions, and of their importance. J\Jy 
conduct in the lat(‘ arrangeimmts will he arraigned with all 
the rancour of disappointed raj)acity. and my re|)utation and 
inlluenct^ will sull'er a mortal wound from the failure of them ; 
they liave already failed in a degree, since* lu) ])art of thi*m 
has yet taken place, but tlie removal of our forces from the 
Douab and liohihuiiid, and of the British otHcers and pen- 
sioners from the s cvicc of the Nabob, and the expenses of the 
former thrown without any compensation on the Company. 

“ 1 expect a su])ply of money equal to the discharge of all 
the Nabob’s arrears, and am much disappointed and mortified 
that 1 am not now able to return with it. 

“Give me an immediate answer to the question which I 
have herein projioscd, that J may lose no more time in fruit- 
less inaction.” 

About this time Mr. Hastings had received information of 
our inquiries in the J louse of Commons into Ins conduct; 
and this is the inanni*r in which he prepares to meet them. 
1 must get inonoy. I must carry with mo that great excuse 
for everything, tliat salve for evt*ry sore, that expiation for 
every crime ; let me provide tliat, all is well. Ton, Mr. Mi(> 
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(lletuii, try your ui‘r\cs; iiro you t*(|UMl totlu'so sorvicos ? cx- 
Rinino yoursolf; soo wlint is in you ; are you man enough to 
eoinc up to it ? says the great robber to tin; little robber — says 
Koland the gre.it to his puny accomplice — are you equal to 
it? Do you feel yourself a man? If not, send messengers 
.and dau'l'fi to mo, and I, the great master tyrant, Avill come 
myself, and put to shame all the paltry, deh'gaft^ tools of 
dt'spotism; that have not edge enough to cut tlu'ir Avay 
through, aiul do the servi<*es ] have onlaiiu‘(l for Humu. 

I have aln'ady stated to your lordships his reason and mo- 
tive's for this vn)l(Mu*e, and they are such as aggravated his 
erinit? hy altem|)ting to implicate his country in it. Jle says 
lie was atraid to go home without having provided for tlie 
jiaymeiit of the ISaboh’s dtdit. Afraid of what ? A\'a8 he 

alraid of oomiiig ladbre a British trihunal, and saying, — 
through _iusti**e, through a regard for the rights of au allied 
sovereign, through a regard to the rights of his ])eople, I have 
not' g(.»t so much as 1 exjM'ctc'd ? V/f this no man couhl bo 
afraid. The prisoiu'r’s tear had another origin. T liave failed, 
says h(' to himsi'lf, in my first ])roj4 ct. 1 w('iit to Bi'iinres to 
rob; J have lost by my violence the fruits of that robbery ; 
I must get the money soinewh(Te, or I dart' not appear hc'foro 
a Britisli lloust' of Commons, a British House of Lt-rds, 
or any other trihunal in the kiugilom ; hut, let me get money 
('uough, and tlu*y won’t eare how 1 get it. The (‘states of 
whoh* hodi(‘s of nehility may be conliscated A peojde who 
had lived under their protection may he given up into tlie 
liandsof foreign usuri'i's; they will (‘art* fur iiuiieol’thest' things. 
They will suffer nu^ to do all this, and to employ iu it tlie 
force of British troojis, whom 1 havt' described as a set of 
robbers, ])rovi(led 1 can g(‘t money. Idu'se were Air. Jlnst- 
ings’s vit'ws ; and in accordaiu*e w ith them, the jaghires were 
all eontiseated, the jaghirdars ^^ith Iht'ir famili(‘s nere all 
turned out, tlu^ jmssessions dtdivered uj) to tlu* usurer, iu 
ord(‘r that Mr. Hastings might ha\(‘ tlu* excuse of iikuu'v to 
])lea<l jit the bar of the .Hous(' of Coiiumous, and afterwards 
at the bar of the House of Jiords. Jf your lordships, iu 
your sacred charaett'r of the first tribunal in the world, 
Bhould, by your judgment, justify those proceedings, you 
will sanction* the greatest wrongs tlmt have been ever kuowu 
in history, 
vtn.. mi:. 
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Ijiii to j)rui‘cviL ^J1u^ lu'xl tiling to lx* askfd is, Were tlio 

J >ri)mise(l ])ensiojis j^iveii lo llic jni^hinlnrs ? J suppose your 
ordships are not idle enough to put that question to us. — iVo 
eonip(‘iisation, no eonsideratioii was given or stipulated lor 
tlicin. Jr there had been any such thing, the prisoner eoidd 
liave proved it. lie would have proved it. The means were 
easy to him ; but wo have saved him the trouble of the at- 
tempt. Wo have ])roved the contrary, and, ii’ called iq)on, we 
will show you the phu'o wliere this is proved. 

I liav(' now shown your lordshij)s liow Mr. Hastings, having 
with such violent and atroeions eirenmstanees usurped the 
govermneul ol' t.)ude (1. hope I n(*ed not use any 1’urtlier 
proof tliai tlu' Nabob was in etlirt iinn-(‘xist(‘nt in the eoiiii- 
Iry), tivafed all the landed proptady ; the next ipit'.sliun will 
’)e, How has la^ ln'at<‘d whalt'ver juonit'd properly was left 
ji the eounlry? ]\lv lords, he looked over that; imnienM^ 
wav^te of his own creating, not as Satan vi(‘wi*d the kingdoms 
of the world and saw the powtn* and glory of Hmmu; but be 
looked ov('r the waste of Oinle, witli a diabolical malice 
which one could hai’dly suppose existixl in tlu‘ prototypt^ him- 
self. He saw nowhere above ground onci single sliilling 
that he could at(a(*h; no, not one; every place had been 
ravaged ; no money remained in sight; but possibly some 
might 1)0 buried in vaults, hid from the gripe of tyranny and 
rapacity. It must be so, says he; wherii can 1 lind it liow 
can I get at it ? 'fhere is one illustrious family that is 
thought to hav(' aeeumulaled a vast body of treasures through 
a roiir.^e of three or foiu’ suee('ssiM' reigns. It dors not aj)- 
])e:ir ojumiIv; I)ut we have good information that very gr«‘at 
Mims of money ai'c bricked u[» and ki’pt in vtiulls under 
ground, and se<.*un‘d nmler the guard and witljiii tht; walls of 
a fortress, the residence of the females of tlie family, — a 
guard, as your lordships know, rendered doubly and trebly 
seeiiro by the manners of the country, which make every- 
thing that is in the hands ol women sacred. Jt is said tliat 
nr>thing is proof agaiinst gold; lliat the strongest tower will 
not be impregnable if Jiq)iter makes love in a golden shower. 
^J'his Jupiter eommeiices making lov(?, but he does not come 
to tlie h'ldies wit^- gold for their persons, he comes to their 
] 'Tsons lor their gold. This imjictiioiis lover, ]\Ir. Jlasliiigs, 
who is not to ho stayed from the objeeis of his passion, 



WAiniKN llASTTNOa, i:SQ. 


179 


would aniiiliiliit(3 space and lime between him and his beloved 
object, the jjigliircs of these ladies. 

Your lordships have already had a peep behind the curtain, 
in the first orders sent to Mr. Middleton. In the treaty of 
Chnnar you see a desire, obliipiely expressed, to get the 
landed estates of all th(*se great families. But even while 
lie was iiK'cting with sn(*h r(*lii(;tancc in the Nabob upon this 
j)oint, and though lie also met with some resistance upon the 
j)art even of Mr, INIiddlcton, j\Ir. Hastings appears to have 
given liiin in charge some other still more obnoxious and 
dreadful acts. “ Wliilo I was meditating,’* says Mr. Middle- 
ton in oiu' of his letters upon this [the resumption of the 
jaghlresi, yonr orders eamc to me through Sir Elijah Tmpey.” 
Wliat these orders were is left obscure in the letter ; it is 
yet but as in a mist or cloud. But it is evident that 8ir 
fllijah lmp(\v did convey to him some project for getting at 
more, wealth by some otlier stu’viee, wbieb was not to super- 
sede tbe first, blit to be concurrent witli that u])on wbieb Mr. 
Hastings b.ad before given him such dreadful charges, and 
had loaded him with such horrible responsibility. It could 
not liave been anything but tlie seizure of the Begum’s trea- 
sures. Jle tliiis goaded on two reluctant victims, first tlio 
relncfant Nabob, then the reluct ant jMr. ]\[iddl(*ton, forcing 
them with the bayonet beliiiul them, and urging on the 
former, as at last appears, to violate tbe sanctity of bis mo- 
ther’s house. 

Your lordships have b(*en already told by one of my able 
fellow-managers, that Sir Elijah Impiy is tlie person who 
carried up the message alluded to in Mr. Middleton’s letter; 
we have (diarged it as an aggravation of the offences of the 
])risoiior at yonr bar, that the chief justice, who by the sacred 
nature of his olHce, and by the express provisions of the act 
of parliament, under wliich be was sent out to India to redress 
tbe wrongs of tbe iiafives, should be mad(‘ an instrument tor 
destroying tlie propi'rty, real and personal, of this people. 
AVIien it first canu^ to oiir knowledge tliat all this private 
intrigue for the clostrnction of tlu'so high women was carried 
on tbrongb the intrigue of a cliief justice, wo felt such shame 
aiMl such horror botli for the iiwtrumeut and the principal, aa 

^ Z 
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I lliijik it ini]K)Ssible lo describe, or for b^i vvaiiideie 

and perfect sil(‘nec to express. 

Jlut by bir Elijah linpey was tliafc order carried up lo seize 
and confiscate the treasures of the Begums. AVe know that 
neither the Company nor tlio Nabob had any claim whatever 
upon these treasures. On the contrary, wo know that two . 
treaties liad been made for tlie ])roteetion of them. ^Ve know 
that the Nabob, while lie was contesting about some elephants, 
and carriages, and some other tilings that lie said were in 
the hands of ilieir steward, did allow tliat the treason's in 
the custody of liis grandmother and of his mother’s jirineipal 
HOrvants, \Nere llieir prop4‘rty. This is the Nabob who is now 
represented byNlr. llastiiigs ami liis eounsel to liave become 
the instrument of destroying his molht'r and graiidmotln'i*, 
and everything else that on;;Ijt to la? dear to mauhind 
throughout the whole train of Jiis family. 

Mr. Hastings, having n'soKa'd to sei/.c? upon the treasures 
of the begums, is at a loss for some pretence of justifying the 
act. Jlis first justification of it is on grounds wliieli all 
tyrants liave ready at their hands. 11(3 bi'gins to diseover a 
legal title to that of which he wislu'd to be tin' ])oss(‘ssor ; 
and on this title sets up a claim to llicsc treasures. J say 
Mr. Hastings set up this claim, beeansi^ by this tinH3 I sii])- 
]}Ose your lordsliips will m^t b('ar to hear the Nabob’s name 
on such an occasion. The prisoner protended tiiat by the 
^lahomedan law' these goo Is did belong to tlie Nabob ; but \ 
whether they did or did not, he had him.seil‘ been an active ' 
instrument in the treaty for securing their possession to the 
Begums ; a security which he ati(*mj)ts lo unlock by his con- 
structions of the jMahomedan knv. Having set up this title, 
the guarantee still remained, and how’ is he to get rid of that ? 

In his usual way. You liave rebelled ; you liave taktui up 
arm? against your own son (for that is the pretext), and 
therefore my guarantee is gone, and your goods, whetlier you 
have a title to them or not, are lo be confiscated for your re- 
bellion ; this is his st'cond expedient by way of justification. 

Your lordships will observe the strange sitiialioii in which 
we are lu're placed. ]f the fact of the rebellion can be proved, 
the (lisci:ssion of title to the jiroporty in question will be 
totally useless j for if the ladies had actually taken up arm8 
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to cut llie Nabob’s thrcaf, it would rctjulro no person to 
come from tbo dead to prove to ns that tlie Nabob, but not 
Mr. Ilastiiigs, had a right for liis own security and for his 
own indeinnilication to take those treasures, which, whether 
they belonged to him or not, were employed in liostilities 
against him. TIk* law of self-defence is above every other 
law ; and if any persons draw th(j sword against you, violence 
on your part is justified, and you may use your sword to tak(^ 
from them that })ropei-ty by which they have been enabled 
to draw their sword against you. 

Jhit tho prisoner’s counsel do not trust to this justifica- 
tion ;—th(‘y set up a title of right to these treasures; but 
how entirely they have failed in their attempts to substantiate 
either the one or the otlu'r of these his alleged justilieations, 
your lordsliips will now judge. And first Avith regard to the 
title; the treasure, they say, belonged to the state. The 
grandmother and motlu‘r havi; robbed the son, and kept him 
out of his rightful inheritance. They then produce the 
Itedaia to show you what projiortion of tlie goods of a INFus- 
sulman when he dies goi‘s to In’s tamily, and liere certainly 
there is a (piestioii of law to be tried ; but JMr. Hastings is a 
great eccentric genius, and lias a course of procc(‘ding of bis 
own; lie first sc'izes upon the projierty, ami then produces 
some IMalioniedaii writers to prove that it did not belong to 
tlie persons who were in possession of it. You would natur- 
ally expect that when he an as going to seize upon those 
goods, he would have consulted his chief justice, for as Sir 
Elijah Impey Aveiit with him, he might have consulted him ; 
ami have thus learnt Avhat Avas the Maliomedau laAV. For 
though Sir Elijah had not taken his degree at a IMahomcdau 
college, though h(‘ Nvas not a mufti or a molavie, yet he had 
always muftis and iiiolavies near him, and he might have 
consulted tliimi. Ihit Mr. Hastings does not even pretend 
that such consultations or conferences Avere ever had. If ho 
ever consulted Sir h'lijaii Impoy, Avhere is tho report of the 
case, Avhen AA'ere tlie parties before him? Wlicre are tho 
opinions of the mohivies ? AV^hero is the judgment of tho 
chief justice ? ANTas he fit for nothing hut to be employed 
as a messenger, as a cominoii tip.staff ? AV^as he not fit to try 
these rights, or to d(*eidc upon them ? Tie has told yon here 
indeed negatively, tiiat be did not know any title ISfr. Hast* 
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mgs Ijacl to aoize upon tlio property of the Beginns, except 
upon Ilia hypotheaia of tlio rebellion. Ho was asked, if he 
knew any other. He answered no. It consecpiently appears, 
that ]\lr. Hastings, though he had before liim his doctors of 
all laws, who could unravel for him all the enigmas of all 
the laws in the worlil, and who had himself shone upon 
questions of IMahonu'daii law, in the case of the Nudea 
Jlegum; did not dare to put this case to Sir l]lijah Impey, 
and ask what was his opinion conctnaiing tiie rights of these 
peojilc ; ho was tonder, [ sup])ose, of the re|)utatioii of the 
chief justice, h'or Sir h^lijah Impey, though a very good 
man to write a lelttu*, or take ati allidavit in a cornt'r, or run 
on 11 message, to do the business of an undiu'-shiM’iff, tipstaff, 
or bum-baililf, was not lit to give an opinion on a qtiestion of 
Maboimalan law. 

You have beard Ali Ibrahim Khan reh^red fo; lliis 
Arahomedan law\er was earned by Air. Hastings up to lh‘- 
iiares, to be a witness of tin' vast good he liad doiui in that 
proviiiec, and was made <;liief jiisf iei^ f h(*re. All, indeed, that 
wo know of him, except the high character given of him hy 
Mr. Jlastings, is, T believe, that be is the Ali Ibrahim Ivliaii 
whom in the Company’s records I find numtioned as a p(‘rson 
giving bribes u[)un some former occasion to Air. Hastings; 
but whatever he was b(‘sides, bo was a doctor of llu*. Alabomed- 
an law, bo was a mufti, and was made l)y Air. Hastings tlio 
])rinc*ip:il judge in a criminal court, ext'rcising (as 1 beliiu’c) 
likewise a considerable civil jurisdiction, and therefore be 
was (pialified as a lawyer ; and Air. Hastings cannot object 
to bis (pialilieations eiLber of integrity or of knowledge. 
This man was with him. AVby did not he consult him n])on 
this law? Why did be not make him out a ease; of John 
J)oo and Kicliard Jtoe, of John JStoki'S and John a iVokes? 
Why not say yinub po.ssesses such things, under such and 
such eirenmstances, gi\x* me your opinion upon the legality 
of the posses.sion. JVo; he did no such thing. 

Your lordships, T am sure, will think it a little extraordi- 
nary, that neither this chief justice made by himself, nor that 
other chief jnstiiro whom he led about with him in a string; 
the one English chief jii.stice, with a Afahomedan suite 
in hi.s eoni't; the other a Maliomcdan chief justice of the 
country ; that neither <»f them was consulted as lawyers by 
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the prisoner. Tiolh of them \V4‘ro imlood oi!\cr\visc omployed 
by him. h’or wo find Ali J])rMhim Klwhi omployc'd in the 
biimo subsorviont cnpat-ily in wliioh fSir Elijah Impt'ywas; 
111 order, 1 suj)poso, to Ju'op the ]aw of lln^daiid and tlie law 
of JMalioiiK'fc upon :i just, par; for upon tliis equality jMr. 
Ilastiii^^s always values himself. Aoitlier of these two ehief 
iusliees,-l say, was evi'i* eonsulted, nor one ojiinion taken; 
but they were bolh (un ployed in the eorrespoiulenee and 
privattM‘xeeut ion of this abominable ]>roieei, when thi^ ])ri- 
soiu'r hiinsi'lf had not eithi‘r leisure or perhaps courage to 
givi‘ his pnbli»t ordi'r in it till thiui^s to fi;i‘(‘ater i*ipeness. 

'fo Sir iOlijah Inqxw, indei'd, hi^ did put a (pieslii»n; and, 
uj)t»n my word, it did not nxpiin* an (Mdipus or a Sphinx to 
answer it. Says 1 h‘, 1 askial Sir Mlijah Jinpev What ? a 
ipiestion on the title betwi'en the Nabob and his mother? 
No sueh thiui;. ih* puts an hyp<»llu‘tieal qiu'sliou. Sup- 
posino;, says la*, a ri‘lK*lli«m to exist in that count ry ; will tlu> 
Nal»oh be justilii'd in sei/iu^ tiu* <;ooiIsof the rebels? 'J’liat 
is a (|ii(‘st i 'U d<X‘i(h‘d in a nioim nt ; and 1 must have a lualii'o 
to Sir Elijah Jm[)c‘y, (»f which I am incajiahh*, to deny the 
propriety of his answer. J5ut obsorst', I pray you, my lords, 
iht're is s«)inethiuij; ])eculiarly ^ood and i‘orri‘ct in it ; hedoi's 
not takt; upon him to say oni^ wan’d of tlu' actual exislcuct' of 
a rebellion, thouijh he* was at the time in the eountry, and if 
thei’c had bei'ii any, In* must Iuinc been a witness to it; but 
so chaste w'as his character as a jtul^i'e, that he xvould not 
touch upon the juric's’ olUce. I am chief justice b(‘re, says 
h(*, thoui^h a lllth' wauderiu;^ out of my orbit; yi‘t still the 
sacred ollice of justie*e is iu me. Do you take ujiou you the 
fact; 1 iind the law. W(‘re it not for this sacred attention 
to st'parate jurisdictions, he mij^ht have been a. toh?rable judoo 
of the fact, flust as <;ood ii judu^e as JMr. Hastiness; for 
neither of them knew' it any other way, as it apj'cars after- 
wards, but by rumour ami rt'ports; reports, I believe, of 
JMr. Hastings’s own raising; for I do not know' that Sir Elijah 
inipey had anything to do with them. 

iiut to proceed. With regard to the title of these ladies, 
according to the JMahomedaii law’;- you have nothing laid 
before you by the ])risoner’s counsel, but a quotation ent out 
with the .seissors from a IMahomedau law' book (wbioh I 
suspect very much tlu* learned gtmth'iucn bavo never ivad 
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tlirou”li), (loi-lai’lng liow' a. IVtaliomcdaTi’s effects are to be dis- 
tributed. J3ut Mr. Hastings could not, at the t.ine, lia\e 
consulted that learned counsel who now defc'iids him :ipoii 
the principles of the lledaia, the lledaia not having been 
then published in English; and I will vtMituro to say, that 
neither Sir Elijah InijK'v, nor All Ibrahim Khan, nor any 
other person, high or low, in India, ever suggested this dt> 
fence; and that it was never thonght of, till lately found by 
the learned counsel in the English translation of the lledaia. 
Ood bless me! now says Mr. irastings. Wliat ignorance 
iiave 1 been in all this time! 1 thonght F was seizing this 
unjustly, and that the preteiua* of rt‘bellion was necessary ; 
but my counsel have found out a book, since publisluMl, ami 
from it they prodiic(i the law npim that subject, and show 
that the Nal)ob liad a right to seize upon tlu^ Incisures of 
bis mother. Eut are your lonlsbi])s so ignorant — yonr lord- 
ships are not ign<»rant of anything, — arc any num so ignorant 
as not to kiuiw, that in every country the common law of 
distribution of tlie estate of an int(‘stat(j amongst private in- 
dividuals is no rule with regard to the family arrangcmients 
of great princes. Is any oiui ignorant, that, from th(‘ days 
of the first origin of the Persian monarchy, the laws of which 
have becoiiu? rules ever since for almost all the monarclis of 
the East, the wiv(\s of gr(‘at men have had, independent of 
the eommon distribution of their goods, gri‘at sums of momw 
and givat estates in land, one for their girdle, one for their 
vt*il, aiul so on, going lhn)Ugh the rest of llu^ir ornamiMits 
and atlin^; and that tli(*y hehl great eslafesand of her (‘fleets, 
ov(T which the n.'igniug monarch or his succi‘ss(u* had m» 
control whatever, liuha'd, Jny lords, a more.' curious and 
1 ‘xtraordinary spc«*ics of trial than this of a ([Ui‘stioii of right 
never was lieard of since the world began. ]\Ir. Hastings 
begins with seizing the goods of Ihii Eegnms at Kyzabad, 
nine thousand miles from you, and fourteen years after tries 
the title in an English court, without liaving one person to 
appear f<jr these miserable Iadi<*s. 1 trust yon will not snfli r 
this mockery. 1 liope this last and ultimate shame will bo 
spared us; for, I declare to Hod, that the defence and the 
principles )f it appear to me ten thousand times worse than 
the act itself. 

Now, my lord.s, this criminal, fhroiigli :i.s eoiinsel, choosei 
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their usual tlippimey to say, that th^ Coiiimona liave 
been cautious in stating this part of the eluirge, knowing that 
they were on tender ground, and therefore did not venture 
to say entitled^ but possessed of only. A notable discovery 
indeed ! Wo are as iar from being taken in by such miser- 
able distinctions as Ave are incapable of making tliem. AVe 
certainly have not said that the Begums an ere entitled to, bur 
t>nlv that lliey wc'iv posst‘ssed of, certain propertv. And avo 
)ui ve so said b(‘caus(? we A\(*re nut eom[)etent to decide upon 
t!i(*ir title; because ytmr lordshi]>s are not competent to de- 
ci(h‘ ii[)(»n their title; b(‘caus(‘ jio j)art of this tribunal is 
c<imp(‘tent to decithi ii[)on th(‘lr title. You ha\'e not the 
])arti«‘s Ixdbn; you; you have' not the cause before you, but 
arc^ g(‘tting it by obVupie, improper, and indecent means. i\)u 
ari' not a court of justice to try that (pu‘sti»m. The parlies 
an; at a distance from you. They are neither present them- 
sches, nor reprt‘senti'd f)y any counsel, advocate, or attorney : 
and J hopt' no .Iloiise of Lords Avill ever judge and decide 
upon the tilh? of any human being, much less upon the tith? 
of the tirst Avoimm in Asia, secpicstered, shut up from you, at 
nine thousand miles distance. 

1 beli(*ve, my lords, tliat the Kmperor of Hindostaii little 
lliougid, A\hil(' Delhi stood, that an bhiglish subject of Air. 
Hastings’s d('scrij)tion should domineer ovm' tlui Vizier of his 
empire, and give the hiAv tt» the tirst persons in his dominions, 
lie as litth; dn\*iin(*d of it as any oi' your lordships now 
dream that you shall Inue your ])ropt*rty seized by a dek'- 
gate from Lucknow, and have it tried by Avhat tenure a peer 
or pe(‘ress of (In'at Britain hold, the one his estate, and the 
other her joint uri', dow<*r, or her share of goods, her para- 
])lu‘rnalia, in any court- of adawlet in llindostan. If any such 
thing shonhl hapntm, — li)r anc know not wliat may happmi ; 
we live in an ag(MA strange revolnt ions, ami I doubt Avlictlnu’ 
any more strange} tlian tliis, — the (’omnions of (Jreat Britain 
Avoiihl slaul their best blood, sooner than sutler that a tril)u- 
iial at LucknoNV should decide upon any of your titles, for 
the purpose of jnstitying a robber that has taken your pro- 
perty. A\^e should do the best avc could, if such a strange 
circumstance occurred. 

The ]loiiso of Commons, Avho are virtually the representa- 
fives of Luck]]o\v, ajid an bo lately took ^"500,000 of theif 
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iiioiujy, will iiot sullV'r tlio natives first to bo robbed of their 
property, and then tlio titles, wliieli, by the laws of their own 
eountry, they have to tin) **'oo(Is they possess, to bo trit'd by 
any tribunal in (5reat Ib-itain. AVMiy was it not iriod in 
India before ]\Ir. Hastings? One would suppose that an 
Engflisli f^ovornor, if ealled to decide upon such a claim of 
the Nabob’s, would doubldess bo attended by judges, muftis, 
lawyers, ami all the apparatus of legal jusiice. — such 
tiling: this man marches into tluM*onntry, not with molavies, 
not with muftis, not with the solemn a|>|)aratus of Oriental 
justieo : — no ; he go(‘s with coloiuds, and captains, and majors ; 
these are his lawyi^rs ; ami wIkmi Ik? gets ihi'n*, he demands 
from the parli<‘s, not their title. — No: (live me your money, 
is his cry. It is a shame (ami L will ventiii’o to say that 
these gentlemen, upon rec(dli‘ct ion, will feed ashamed) to see 
the bar justify what the sword is ashamed of. Jn reailing 
this eoiTesjiomhmcc, 1 have found IheKst* gn^at mnl'tis ami 
lawyers, IIk^sc gn'at chit'f just atlor/nVs-g(‘nei*ai, ami so- 
Jicilors-gencj’al, calh'd colonels and cajitains, ashaimal cjf tht‘se 
proce(‘dings, and emh'avouring to mitigate t hi‘ir cruelty ; yet 
we see Hritish lawyers in a Jlritish Irihunal sup[)orting and 
justifying these acts, on the plea of dideetive tit.h‘s. 

The ](‘arned coiiusid asks, with an air of triumph, \\hellu‘P 
these ladies ])oss('ss(‘d th(‘se treasures by jointure, dow(*r, will, 
or setthmiont. What was the title? \Vas it a (hvd of gift 
— was it a devise -was it donatio causa mart in — was it diiwer 
-“■was it jointure what was it? ^J’o ail which senseless 
and absurd (piestions we answer. You askc'd nomi of th(‘,so 
questions of the parties, when you guaranteed to them, by a 
solmnn tn'aty, the* jiossession of their goods. Then was the 
time to have asked these questions: but you asked none of 
them. You supposed their right, ami you guaranteed it, 
though you might tlum have asked what was tlu'ir right. 
Jhit besides the forc(? and virtue of tlie guarante<*, thesi; un- 
happy princesses had ransoim,d themselves from any claim 
upon their property. They paid a sum of money, apjilied to 
your-^use, for that guarantee. They had a treble title — by 
possession, by guarantee, by purchase. 

Again; did you ask these questions when you went to rob 
tlieni of their landed estates, their money, their ornameiita, 
imd even their wearing apparel ? "When you sent those great 
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lawyers, niajt)r — major -and ilm otlicr majors, and colonels, 
and captains, did you call on them to exhibit their title 
deeds? No — with a pistol at their breast, you demanded 
their money. Instead of forj^in*^ a (*har‘i;t^ of rebellion against 
These nnliappy ])ersons, why did you not tluai call on them 
for their vouchers? No rebellion was necessary to give va- 
lidity to 'a civil claim. What you could ^et by an ordinary 
judgment did not want confiscation calh'd to its aid. When 
you had their cunnehs, tludr minisb'rs, their Inaisurcrs, tlu‘ir 
agents, and altoriiies in irons, did yon llicn ask any of these 
questions ? No — Discover the money yon have in trust, or 
you go to corporal punishiiKMit- you go to the castli? of t'lni- 
nar — liere is anullnu* pair <»f irons this was the only lan- 
guage nsi'd. 

Wlum the court of dirccltu’s, alarmed at tiie proceedings 
against tiiose anciimt ladii's, ordiTod their Indian goverimu'nt 
to make an impiiry into tiudr eoiulnel, theprisom'r had thmi 
an Opportunity and a duty iinposi'd n[)on him of mdering 
into a eomj)l<*l(i jnsl ifieation of hiseoridnet; Ik* might liave 
justili('d it hy every eivil and hy evi'ry eriininal modii of pro- 
cess. Did lie do tiiis ? No — Your lonlships have iu evideneo 
tin* maniK'r, c(|ua]ly dt‘spotic, reheUious, insolent, fraudnlent, 
tricking, and evasive, by winch Ik* jmsitivcly refused all in- 
quiry into the maUi-r. How stands it now, mnrt> than twelve 
years after tin* sei/ure of their goods — at ten thousand miles 
distance? Y'on ask of llu‘se Avomen, buried in the deptlisof 
Asia, seebuh’d from lumian eonnnerei*, what is th(*ir title to 
tlu‘ir estate. Have you the juirties hel\)re you? have you 
sumimmed tliom ? wlu'n* is their attoi'iiiy ? wlu'n? is their 
agent ? Avhere is their connsid ? Is tins law ? Is this a legal 
])roeess ? Is this a tribunal — the highest Irihnnal of all — tluit 
Avhieh is to furnish the exainjile for, ami to be a control on 
all the rest ? Jbit w liat is worse, yon do not come directly to 
tlie trial of this right to proj/erty. You are desin'd to sur- 
round and eirenmvent it ; you are desin'd (djlicpiely to steal 
sin wiiijiiilous judgment, which you dan* not hohlly ravish. 
At this judgmimt you can only arrive by a siile wind. Y'ou 
have before you a criminal process against an offender ; 
one of the charges against him is, that he has robbed matrons 
of high and reveri'iid place. Ills di'fenee is that they hail 
not the a])t deeds to entitle them in law to this pioperty. in 
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this ciiuse, witii only tlie delinquent party before you, yon 
are called upon to try their title on hi^ allegations of its iji- 
validity, and by acipiitting him to divest them not only of 
tht*ir goods but of their honour; to call them disseizors, 
Avroug-iloers, cheats, defrauders of their own son. Xo hear- 
ing for them, no pleading, all appeal cat oil*. Was ever n 
mail indietiul for a robbery, that is, for the forcible taking oi 
the goods jiosst'ssed by another, sntfercd to desire the pro- 
secutor to show the deeds or other instruments by which he 
acquired those goods ? The idea is contemptible and ridicu- 
lous. Do thes(j men dream? J)o they conceive in their con- 
fused imaginations that you can be here trying such a ques- 
tion, and venturing to decide upon it? Your lordships will 
nevt‘r do that which it* you did do you would be unfit to 
subsist as a tribunal for a single hour ; and if wo on our part 
did not bring bid'ore you this attempt as the lieaviest aggra- 
vation of the prisoner’s crimes, we should betray our trust 
as representatives of the Commons of Great Britain. Having 
made this protest in favour of law, of justice, and good policy, 
jierinit me to take a single step more. 

i will now show" your lordships that it is very possible, nay 
very probable, and almost certain, that a great part of what 
these ladies possessed was a saving of their own, and inde- 
pendent of any grant. It appears in the papers before you 
that these unfortunate ladies had about £70,000 a year land- 
ed property. Mr. Bristow states in evidence before your 
lordships that their annual expenses did not exceed a lack 
and a half, and that their income w as about seven lacks ; 
that they luul ]) 0 ssessed this for twenty years before the 
death of Siijah Dowdah, and from the death of that prince to 
the day of tiui robbery. Now, if your lordships will calcu- 
late what the savings from an inconio of £70,000 a year will 
amount to, when the party spends about £15,000 a year, 
veil w ill sec that by a regular and strict economy these people 
may have saved considerable property of their own, indc- 
})endent of their titles to any other property ; and this is a 
rational way of accounting for their being extremely rich. 
It may be supposed, likewise, that they had all those advan- 
tages which ladies of higli rank usually have in that country; 
gifts at marriage, &c. We know that there are deeds of gift 
by Ijiisbnuds to <h dr wives during their lifotimo, and many 



AUHFN Y.>q. 


189 


otlier k‘giK moans ]) / ANliidi \\ onion in Asia l)oooino posBossod 
of very great property ; hut Air. JIasiings has taught them 
the danger of much wealth, and the danger of economy, llo 
has shown them that they arc saving, not for their famines, 
for tliose who may possibly stand in the ntmost in’od of it, 
l)ut for tyrants, robbers, and oppressors. 

Aly lorils, 1 am n'ally ashamed tii have said so much upon 
the subject of their titles. And yet there is one observation 
more 1o Ix^ mad(‘, and tlien 1 shall havii done with this part of 
the prisoiu'r’s defence. Jt is that the iVahoh himself never 
has made a claim on this ground; evi'ii Air. Hastings, liis 
despotic mast(*r, eonld mner get him regularly and system- 
atically to make such a claim ; tlie very revei'sti of (his is the 
truth; when urgi'd on t(> the commission of tlu'so acts of 
violence by Ah*. Aliddleton. you have seen with what hnrn'V 
and how reluctantly lu* lends his name, and wIkmi In? does so 
he is dragged lilo' a victim to tin* stake. 7\t the beginning 
(»f this atfair, Aviu're do we tind that he entered this claim 
as tlie foundation of it r h-pon one occasion only, when 
dragged to join in this wicked act, sonn'tliing (Ir()])[)ed from 
his li])s which scorned rather to iiavo heem forcc'd into his 
month, and w hieli he was obliged to spit out again, about 
the possibility that he might have had some right to the ef- 
fects of tlie Jh'gums. 

VV^ next come t<i consider the mamn'i’ in wliieh these acts 
of vii lenee were, (’.xeenled. 'fhcN forced the Nabob himself 
to acvronijiany their 1rnoj)S and tlieir rcsiih'ut, Air. Alid(llctt)n, 
to attack tin; city iind to storm the fort in which these ladies 
lived, and e(mse(jnenlly to (mirage tJicir ])ersons, to insult 
their eliara<*ler, and to degrade tlioir dignity, as well as to 
rob them of all they had. 

That your lordships may learn soimdliing of one of these 
ladies called the Alimny ih*gnm, 1 will refer you to Alajor 
Brown’s evidence; a man who was at Di'lhi, the fountain- 
head of all the nobility of India, and nnist have known who 
this lady was that has been treateilwith sm h indignity by 
the prisoner at your bar. Alajor Brown A\as asked, AVhat 
was the opinion at ])elhi respecting the rank, quality, and 
character of the ])rine(‘sses of Oude or of either of them ? 
The elder, or Muiiny Begum, was, says he, a woman of high 
rank ; she was, 1 believe, the daughter of Saidit Ali Khan, a 
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person of rank in ilio lime of Malioincil Sliali. — Do 

you know ^Yllelhor any woman in all Himlostan was coiisi- 
d(?rrd of supdrior rank or birth ? ht? answers, 1 believe not, 
except those of tlio royal family. {She was a iH'ar relation to 
]\Iirza {Shnlfee Khan, who was a noble of nobh's, the first 
]n‘rs()n at that day in tlio empire. Jn answer to another ques- 
tion put by a noble lord, in the same examination, respecting 
the conversation which lie had with Mirza IShutlec Khan, 
and of which he had ^iven an account, he says, he (Mirza 
Shutfee Kh/in) sj)oke of the altempt to stdze tlie tr(*asnres of 
the Ren;ums, whi<*h was then snspect(Ml, in t(*rms of resent- 
ment and as a (lisi^rac(» in whi(*li he ])articipated, as b(‘inijj 
j'clated by bloijd to the lumse of {Sulfdiu’ dun*^, who was tlie 
husband of tlu‘ old llct^mn. He says afterwards, in th(^ same 
examination, that be, the i>(‘^oim\s husband, was the second 
man, and that her father was tlu' lirst man, in the JMogiil 
I'lnpire. Ts'ow the Mogul (‘inpire, when this w'oman eaim^ 
into th(* world, xvas an empire of tliat dignity that kin^s 
xvere its subjects; and this very ^firza Shutlee Khan that 
xvc speak of, her m'ar relation, was then a |)rince with a 
million a year revcmm*, and a man of the lirst rank, aft it 
the Groat JMogul, in tin; whoh* (‘mpir(\ 

i\ry lords, thos(^ w’cn' peoph^ that ought to have beim treat- 
ed with a little decorum. When we consider tlie high rank 
of their hushaiids, tluar fathers, and tln‘ir children — a rank 
so high that we have nothing in (ireat Jb’itain to compai'e 
with theirs w'c cannot ho surprised that they were left in 
])oss(‘ssioii of gr(*at revenues, great landed estates, and great 
monied ])rop(‘rty. All tin* femahi parts of these familii‘s, 
Avhoso alliaiiee was, doubt h*ss, mm-li courted, could not ho 
jirutlerod in marriag(j and endowed in a manner agreeably to 
the dignity of such pc'rsons, hut w ith great sums of money ; 
and your lordships must also consider the multitude of chil- 
dren of wliich tliesi* fimilies frcipiently consisted. The eon- 
sequences of this robbery wa*re such as might naturally ho 
expected. It is said that not one of the females of this 
family has sin(*e been given in marriagt*. 

Hut all this has nolliing to do with tlio rebellion. If tlu‘y 
Inul, indeed, rebelled to cut tbeir own son’s throat, there is 
an end of the hiisim^ss. Ibit w hat evidence have you of this 
fact ; and if none can he produced, docs not the prisoner’s 
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defence agf^niNate infinitely liia eriine ami (liaL of his age.its? 
iJid they ever once state to these unforinnate woincu that 
any such rebellion existed ? Did they ever charge tliein 'with 
it ‘f Did th(\v ever set the charge down in 'writing, or make 
it verbally, that tliey had conspired to destroy tluir son, a 
son Avhoin JMr. Hastings had brought lliere to lob them P !No, 
this was wliat neitlicr iVlr. Hastings nor his agent ever did ; 
for as ihey never made a civil demand upon them, so they 
lUiviT made a criminal charge against them, or against any 
})erson belonging to tluun. 

I save yr)nr lordsliips tlu' trouble (>1* listening to the maii- 
m r in \\hi<‘li tlu'y s(‘i/ed upon these ])eoj>le, aii<l disjjei’sed 
their gnanl. ]\Ir. JM iddhdoii states that lh(*y found gii-at dif- 
lieidties in getting at tludr treasures ; that they stormed thtdr 
forts siieeessively, hut found great ndnetanee in tliesepONS 
to make llieir way into the inner eneloMires of tlu* women's 
apartments. Heiitg at a loss what to do, llndr ojdy ri'sonree, 
h(‘ says, was to tln‘(‘af(‘n that they Wiudd s(.‘i/,e their (Miniielis. 
'I’liese are generally j)(‘rsons who hav(‘ la'en bought slaves, 
and wlio, not having any conn(‘xions in thi^ eountry where 
lliey are settled, are stipj)osed to guard both tlie liononr of 
the women and tludr treasuri's with more fidedity than other 
persons would ilo. We know' that in ("onstanl inople, and 
ill many other ]daces, tliesc persons enjoy oHict's of the 
highrst trust, and are of great rank and dignity ; and this 
digii'ty and rank they ]K)ssess for tlie jinrpose of enabling 
tluMii to fulfil their great trusts more eileetiudly. The two 
]u*ineipal (mnuchs of tin* Begums were dewar and Behar Ali 
Khan, p(M’soiis of as high rank and estimation as any jieople 
in the country. 'J’hese ]H*rsons, however, were seized, not, 
says Mr. Hastings, for the purpose of e.xtorting money, as 
assumed in llu* charge, but as agents and principal instru- 
ments of exciting the insurrection before alluded to, c^c. Mr. 
Hastings dirlares that they were not si'ized for the ])urpose 
ot extorting money, but that tiu'v were sei/(‘d in order to 
be j)UMished for llieir crimes, and, co noh:iiu\ for this crime 
of rebtdlion. Kow^ this crime could uoi have Ixh u committed 
immediately by women themselvt's ; for uo woman can come 
forward and liead her own troops. AVe have not heard that 
any w’oman has done so since the time of Zenobia, in another 
pai’t of the East ; and 'wo know that in Persia uo person can 
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lifliold the fa.'e ut’ a woinaii of rank, or speak to feiiialeB 
of condition but through a curtain ; therefore they could 
not go out tlieinsolves and be active in a rebellion. Hut, I 
own, it would be some sort of ])resuinptioii against them if 
Jewar AJi Khan and Hchar Ali Khan had headed troops and 
been concerned in acts of rebellion ; and the j)risoner\s coun- 
sel have taken abundance of ])ains to show that such persons 
di) sometimes head armies and command legions in the lOast. 
■fhis we aekm)wledge that tliev sometimes do. Jf tlu*s<5 
eunuchs iiad bidiaved in iliis way, if they had lu'adetl armies 
and commanded h'gions, for tlu' pur[)oses of rebellion, it 
would havt‘ been a fair presumption that tlu ii* mistri'sses wero 
eoncerned in it. Hut instead of any j)rnof nl“ such fai'ts, Mr. 
/Tastings simply .says, we d(» not ari-f'."! them Ibi- the ]mrp(»so 
of e.xtorting momy, hut. as a ])unishm('iit for their erimt's. 
Hy ]\lr. .Mid(lh‘ton’s aeeount you will s(‘e tht‘ utUn* falsity of 
this assertion, (rod knows what he has said that is true. It 
would indeed be. slfigular not to detect him in a lalsity, Imt 
in a truth. I will now show your lordships tin* utt('r I’alsily 
of this wicked allegation. 

Tliero is a hotter from ^fr. ^liddleton to Sir Klijah Imj^ey, 
dated Jy/ahad, the ^otli of daniiaiy, 17.s2, to wiiieh I uill 
call your lordships’ attention. 

‘‘ .Dear Sir hilijali, 1 ha\e tin* sat i>faet i(*n to inform you 
that we have at leii^th f-o far obt aim'd the great objeet of 
oiir expedition to tliis j>lai*r, as to eomiiienee on flu' r(*e('ipt 
of money, rit whieh, in the emir.-e of this da'', wc* lia\'e got 
about siv hu!»>. / know not yet wbat amount W(‘ shall 

actually reab/e. but J tbink I may safely venture to pro- 
iiouneo it will be equal to the li(piidatiou of the C’ompany’s 
balance. It has been at once' tins most important and tlio 
most difficult point of duty whieh has (*ver occurred in my 
office; and the anxiety, the hop(‘s, ami fears, whieh have 
alternately agit.'it(.‘d my mind, cannot Ix' di'seribc'd or eon- 
eeived but by those who have been witnc'ss to what has 
passed ill tlie course of this long r-ontest. TIuj [^labob’s] 
niinisters have sii|)porled mo nobly, and deserve mnch com- 
memlation. \V .thoul tbi; slirewil di.seernment and kiiowledgo 
ot the liiiess and U/‘ ks of the country which llydcr Beg 
Jvhai. possesses, F bebove wo should have succeeded buT: 
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nulifliMTiiilv ; t<n‘ I soon fniiiHl ihai no roai advanfcaj^c was 
to be obtained by jFroeeodin^^ ai oneti to viobait extreiniiic'S 
(viib tbi^ jb'^^uin, and that she was oidy to be attacked 
tliroufi;li tbe Jiiodiiim of her eoiifideniial servanls, who it re- 
cjiiired coii.sid(‘rablo address to p;efc bold of. Ilo\vcver, wo 
‘at last ('fleet (‘d it; and by using some ft‘w severities with 
them,' we at h'ligth camc' at the secret hoards of this old lady. 

1 will write yon more ]>artienlars hereat*t(‘r. 

“ I am sorry to inform 3011 my litth^ bo3^ still continues 
in a very j)r(‘carioiis wav. though vvomewhat bc'tter than when 
1 had last the Inmonr to address 3 on. INly ri'speets to Lady 
Impev. And belii'vc? mt*, with gr^ii regard, mv dear Sir 
IHijah, your Diilhlnl, ohii; and most atrecLionate humble 
ber\:nil, ' 

N A T 1 \ A N 1 1 : L ]M I li 1) li r/i o>' * 

My lords, we produce' this letter to your lordships, beeauso 
it. is a lettt'r which la'gins with “ Ihirr AVV and 

alludes i.» some familN matt('rs, and is iheri'lbre more likc'ly 
to diseo\er tiu'real truth, tlu' triu' genius of a j)roeei'ding, 
than all tin: formal and otlieial sintf that (‘ver was produced. 
^'oM s( e (h(^ fefidt'nu'ss and ath'etion in which tlu'y proc'ced. 

^ oil st'»‘ it is his (/ff/y Sir Klijah, \hMi si'c that h(‘ do(:a not 
tell ti e ih'ar Sir Elijah, the chief justice of India, the pillar 
of the law, ihe great conservator of personal lilu'rty and pri* 
^ale pr»»perty, — ho dot's not tt'll him that lu' has bt'cn able 
to ( (uivict ihi'st' eunuchs ofanv erinu' ; lu' tloes not tt ll him 
he has the. pleasun' of inlhrming him whal mailer he lias got, 
upon which a th'eislon at law' may be gmumietl ; bt' d(‘es not 
tell him tliat hi' has gt)t the h*a>1 proof of tlu' want of title- 
in those lathes : ih)( a won! t>f the Kiml. Vtui eannot help 
ohservlng tin* soft langnagt' nseti in this temler billet-donx 
between Mr. Middh'ltm and Sir hdijah Impev. A’ou would 
iniagint' that tlu'v wore making hwe, and that ytui heard the 
voicf of tht' turtle in tlu lami. Vi>n hear llu' soft cooing, the 
gt'iith' addresses. Oh. mv liotu's tt>-day, mv fears to-morrow, 
all the laiiguagi' of fi iemiship abmist heightened into love ; 
and it eonies at last to ‘‘ T liuix qot t.f the sa.ct hotinls of 
hht.sr I, ft ns n‘)oiee. mv tlear Sir l^lijah ; this is :i 

' ay o( rejuieing ; a day of (nmnph; ami this triumph wo 
have (dftaim'd by sei/.ing upon the old la»ly’s etiiuielis, in 
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doing wliirli, liowovt'i*, wt* found ii gn‘al doal of dilfifull/. 
You would imagine from ihis last expn'ssion, that it was r.ot 
two eunuchs, with ii lew miserable women clinging al)out 
them, that they had to seizA?, but that they hatl to break 
through all the guards which avo see lovers sometimes break- 
ing through wheii they want to get at their ladies. Hardly* 
ever did the beauty of a young lady excite such rapture ; I 
dety all the charms this <*ountry can furnisli to ])ro<bice a 
more wonderful elVect tlian was producc'd by the h(»ar(ls of 
these two old Avomen in tlu' bosoms of Sir Elijah Iinpey and 
Mr. Middleton. "'Wo have got,” lie ('xultingly says, “ avo 
ImA^e got to the secret hoards of tliisohl lady,” and 1 viM-ilv 
believe there never was a passion less dissmubled ; IIuma; 
nature spoke; tht'rc was truth triumphant, lionest truth. 
Others may feign a passion ; hut nolxuly can doubt the rap- 
tures ofiVlr. Hastings, iSir JCIijah lm[)ey, and Mr. Middlidrni. 

My lords, one Avould have expected to liavo found hert? 
somethingof I heir crimes; something of their rebellion ; for 
ho talks of a few “necessary severities.” Hut no ; you find 
the real criminal, the real object, Avas the secret hoards of the 
old ladies. It is inio a few seven firs Avc're necessary to ob- 
tain that object ; however, they did obtain it. How thmi (li«l 
they proceed ? — Eirst, they Ihemscdvea look and rocinved in 
Aveight and talc all the mom’y that was in tlio place ; I say 
allf tor whether there was any more they never have di:- 
<’overc(l Avith all tlieir search from that day to this. 'rii(‘n - 
fore Avo fairly presume tliat tlu'y had discoverexl all that thciv 
Avas to discover Avitli regard to mom'y. ^fhey n(*xt took from 
these unfortuiiaio p(M»p](' an engagemeut for the' amount nf 
treasure, at a definite sum, Avithout knowing Avhether they 
had it or not ; wdudher they ronld procure it nr not. 'fie; 
How Eegum has told us, as your lordshifis have it iji evidemv, 
that they demanded from her a million of money; that st- 
of course denied having any such sums; but Mr. Middleio'i 
forced her unfortunate eujiuchs or treasurers, by some /if * 
severities, to give their bond for XG00,0t)0. 

You wouhl imagine that when these eunuchs had given up 
all that was m their power, Avhen tht‘y had given a bond foi’ 
what they had not (for they AA'ere only tlio troji-surera of 
other f'^oplo), i ,»at the bond would not bav(j been rigidlr 
i'x&cied. But what do Mr. Jrastinga and Mr. 3liddleton n** 
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Boon as tlu'v jj;oi tlu*ir pUnu'kT? Thoy went to their own 
ftssuy-table l)y wliieli they*^ inensiired tlio rate of exehaiigo 
between tlie coins in currency at On(h?an(l those at Calcutta, 
and add the diiVerence to the sum lor wliicli the hond was 
given. Thus tliey seize the secret lioards; they exaiiiiiKr it 
» as if they were receiving a debt ; and they detenniiK! \\hafc 
this money would and ought to produce at Calcutta: not 
considering it as <*oming from peo^de who gave all tiiey had 
to give, hut as what it would produce at the mint at Calcutta, 
according to a custom made for the profit of the residents ; 
evcri thougli IMr. Hastings upon anotlnu* occasion chargrd 
up«m IVIr. Hristow as a crimi'. tliat he had inadi* that ]»rolit. 
'fhis money, my lords, was taken to that assaY-tal»h* wlncli 
they had inviuitcd for their own profit, and th(?y made their 
victims pay a rnpc'c and a half halta, or excliange of niom?v, 
upon each gold mohur ; by which and oth(‘r charges they 
brought them <t!t)0,0()() mon' in d»‘ht; and forced them to 
giv(.* a hond for t hat ,£()(),( MM). 

Vonr lordships have seen in what maimer t lies<‘ debts wcrt< 
contracted ; and tliat tliiw wen* contj-acted by persons en- 
gaging not for t Iicms(‘lves, for they had nothing; all their 
property was apparently their mistresses’. Vou will imw' 
s<‘(‘ in what manner the payment of tlu'in was exiicti d, and 
wt‘ shall bi'g leave to read to yon tludr own ac<‘onntsof their 
own ])roee(’dings. Your lordships will then judge wlietluT 
they were jiroceediug against rebels as rehids, or against 
Wealthy people as wealthy peoph\ punishing them under jire- 
teuee of erimes for their own’ profit , 

In a h'tter from IMr. INliddletouto ■Mr. Hastings, after two 
<ither paragraphs, ho goes on thus ; — “ It remained only to 
get possession of her wealth ; and to (‘iVect this, it was tlien 
and is still my firm and unalterable opinion that it was iii- 
<iispcnsahly necessary to employ temporizing expedients, ainl 
to work upon the hopes and fears ol’the llegum Inu’self, and 
move especially'^ upon those of her principal agents, through 
w hose means alone there appeared any probable ehanee ot 
eur getting access to the hitldcu tre^u^nres of the Uto Vizier ; 
and when I acquaint you that hv far ihe gnsii(‘st part of the 
treasure which has been delivered to the Naboli was taken 
fmm the most secret recesses in the houses of tin? two eii- 
uuchs, whence, of course, it eould not liaxe been exfractetJ 

o 2 
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wiilioui tlu* inn of those JiK‘aii8 wliieh couhl imluee the 
(liscoverv. 1 shall hom' I'm* your approhaiioii of what .1 did; 
1 must also observe that no further rif^our tlian that whieli I 
exerted could have been used against females in this country, 
to whom tIu'iH' can be no access ; the Nabob and Solar Juii" 
were tlu^ oidy two that qould enter the zenana ; tlie first 
was a sou, who was to adilress a parent, and of course could 
use no lan"ua«i[e or action but that of earnest and reiterati'd 
solicitation ; and the otlmr was in all a})])earance a traitor to 
our cause. AVhere tone could employed it was not 
span'd ; the troops of the JVmim were driven away and dis- 
]»ersed ; their ^uns taken ; her fort ami the outward walls 
of tier house seized and occupied by our troops at tlm Na- 
bob’s requisition, and her chief a<;(‘nts imprisomal and |)ut in 
irons. No furtherstep was left. And In this sit uat ion they 
still remain, and an* to ctmiinin* (excepting only a remission 
of the irons) until the final liquidation of the payment ; and 
if then you (haan it proper, no pt>ssihle mi'ans of otVema} 
being left in her hands, or tho.'^e ()f her agents, all her lamls 
and property having been taken, 1 m<*an, with sour sanction, 
to ri'store her house and ser\anl.s to her, and hope to be fa- 
voured wit li your (‘arly n‘ply, as I expert- that a f(“W days 
will conijjlete tin* final surrender of all that is further expect- 
ed from the Begum.” 

There are some tilings in this letter whieli 1 sliall la*g your 
lonlship.s to remark there is meutiim made of a lew jM’e- 
limiiiary seierities used by Air. Aliddlelon in order to get at 
their moiie*\ ; \<ell, he did get at tluj money, and he got a 
bond for the payment of an additional sum, which they 
thought proper to fix at about .€()<)( ),()()<), t«) w hich was added 
another usui’ious heiid for i^dtkUOO ; and in order to i-xturt 
these forced hmids, and to make uj) their aggravated crimes 
of USUI'*,, violence, and ojipression, tiny juil these eunuchs 
into pri>on without fond ;uid water, and loaded their lindjs 
with fetfers : -this was their second imprisonment ; and what 
follow’cd these few’ severities, your lordships will remark — 
fitill more severities. They continued to persecute, to op- 
press, to w ( i k upon ^ * esc men by torture and by the fear of 
t'^rturc; fill at last having found that all tbeir proi'eedings 
weio tolallv iaellcetual, they desire the women to surrender 
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lh<‘ir liourft* ; it i.s in t'\ itlfiurt* brl’on* yoii; tlmt io re- 

move a woiiiaii IVniu her own house to another liouse with- 
out her consent is an outrage of the greatest atrocity, on 
account of whi(‘h many w'oiucii have not only threateiieci, 
hut hav(‘ actually put iheiuselves to death, lilr. Hastings 
himself, in the case of Miinny lh‘gum, had «‘onsidered such 
a pro])ositiou as the last degree of outrage that eould ht^ 
ottered. 1'hese women ottered to go from liouse to liouse 
while their residenee was searclH*il ; hut, no, say their tor- 
mentors, the treason^ may be lii-ieked up in so large a lumse 
in sneli a manner that we taiunoi tiiid it. 

Put, to proetu'd witli tiu* tr(*atuuMit of tliese unfortnnate 
men. J will read to yonr h)r»lships a h tler of M r. AI iildhdon 
to (‘aptain l^eonard .la([ues, eommanding at l‘'\/ahad; LSll: 
JMan-h, 17S‘J. 

— I hav(* reeeived your hdter of t he HUh instant; the 
t\>o prisoners, Hehar and Jewar Ali Khan, lia\ing violated 
tluir writtcMi solemn ('ligagiMuent with me, for tlie payment 
of the ha1:me(* due to t h(‘ honourable t’oinjiany, on tlu‘ Nabob’s 
assigniuenls, aeeepted by tluan. and deelining giving me any 
hatisfaetory assurances on that head, I am und(*r the iii.^agree- 
ahh neeessilN of recurring to sev<*rities l<i i*uloree the vsaid 
payueut. This is therefore to desiiv that um iiumediulely 
eaure. them tohe put iu irons, aiiit ki*pt so until I shall arri\e 
at l•^/,ah•^^l, to take furtlier measures, as may he neces- 
sary.” 


Hen' is tlu' answer of t ‘aptain .hupies to .Mr. Miihlletoii. 

“ Ainil V.iol, 17S‘2. 

‘‘Sir,-- Allow me tin* honour ot intorniing m»u that the 
pliu*i‘ tin.' prisoners, Ih'liar .Mi Khan and .lewar .Ali Khan, are 
confined in, is become so \» rv unhealthy, by tin* number 
obliged to he on duty in so ('oiifim <1 a plaei* at. ibis hot st'ason 
of the year, and so situated tliat no reduction can, with pro- 
priely, be made from their guard, it being at siieli a ilistauee 
from the battalion.” 


You H(*c, niy lords, what a condition these unfortunati' per- 
Mis were in at that period ; you see they were ]mt in irons, 
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iij a pliu e liiglil v niilicaltliy ; and from lliia you will judge of 
ihe tn'atnu'iit which followed the /c/c acvcrities. The first 
yielded a bond for £000,000 ; the second, a bond for £90,000 ; 
the third was intended to extort the i)ayinent of these bonds, 
and completed I heir scries. 

1 will now read a letter from Captain Jaquca to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, from the printed minutes ; dated Palace, Fyzabach 
]May 18th, 1782, vonsecpiently written nearly a montli after 
tne former. 

“ Si», — Tlie])risom‘rs, Htdiar and Jewar Ali Khan, who setmi 
to be very sickly, have requested their irons might be taken 
otf for a tew days, that they might take medicine, and walk 
about the gnrth'ii of the ])lace where they arc eonlined, to 
assist the medicine in its operation. -Now, as I am sure they 
would be etpially as secure without their irons as with them, 

1 think it my duty to inform you of this re<pu‘st, and desirt^ 
t4i kiUiW yonr pleasiiri* eoiu eniing it. 

(Signed) ‘‘ liKoNAUi) Jaql'Ks.” 

On the 22ii(l May, 17s2, Captain Jaqiies’s humane j)ri>- 
jaisal is thus rejjlied t<i by iMr. Middleton ; — “ J am sorry it is 
not in my poA\er to comply with your proposal of easing 
the prisoners for a few days of their tetters. Much as my 
humanity may be touched bylludr sutferings, 1 should think 
it incxpedit'iit to ailbrd them any alleviation, while they iku*- 
sist in a breach of their eoiiiract with me; and indiual no 
indulgence could he shown them witlujut the authority of 
th<^ Nabob, w ho, iiistc'ad of consenting to moderate the rigours 
of their sil nation, W'ould be most willing tt) multi[dy them. 

(SigJu d) “XaTIIAMLL M IDDUKTON.** 

J will MOW call your lordships’ ait tuition to other ItditTS 
coiiueeted with this traiisaetioii. 

Letter fromAIajor Cilpin to M r. Middleton, June 5th, 1782. 

“Sill, — Agreeably to your iiislruetions, T went to the 
prj;-''iu rs, iM li.ir nul .l< \\ar Ali Khan, fu'cmnpaiil4*d by lloolrtH 
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liui, who road tho jaipera respecting the halance iiuw due. 
Ki'. &c. 

*‘Jn g(.‘n(‘ral tenns lliC}" expressed concern at not being 
able to discharge the same without the assistance of the J5e- 
gum, and requested indulgence to send ii nu'ssage to her on 
that subject, and in the evening they would give an answer. 

“ I went at the time a])pointed for the answer, but did not 
rt'ceive a satisfaetory one ; in consequence of which 1 desir ed 
them to h(‘ ready at the sliortest notice to ])rocee(l to Luck- 
now ; and exjrlained to them evi‘ry particular contained in 
\<»nr hotter of th(* 1st instant, n'spccting them. 

“ \ es.1erday morning I sent for Latailit Ali Khan, and de- 
sired him to go to the Low Jh‘gum,aiul deliver the substance 
(»f my inst met ions to her, wliich he did, and returned with 
the enclosed l(‘tl(*r from Iw'r. J'rom some circumstances 
w)ii(*h 1 have heard to-day, I am ho])eful the prisoners will 
so<»n think seriously of their removal, and pay tlie balance 
rallicr than submit theinsehcs to an inconvenient journey to 
.Lucknow.’* 

’fo ’Major (lilj)in, comnranding at L) /.abud, from AFr. Jlid* 
dieton : — “ Sir, i have been favoured with your letter of the 
iil'lii ihstunt, informing in(3 of the steps you liad taken iu 
cousequenee of in v inst met ions of the first, and covering a 
liMli-r from the Low Legum, which is so unsatishictory that 
1 cannot think of iviurning an answer to it. Indeed, as all 
cnrn'spondeuee ])etween the Legum and me lias long been 
st<)p[)ed, I rcipiest you will be j)lcased to inform her that I 
by no means wish to resume it, or maintain any iVicudW 
ndi reoiirse with her, until she has made good my claim upon 
licr for the balance due. 

“ I have now', in eonfonnily to my former instructions, to 
desire that the two prisimers, Lchar and Jewar Ali Khan, 
•uay J)e immediately sent under a siillieient guard to Luck- 
now, unless, upoji your imparting to them this intimation, 
»‘dlu*r they or llie Legum should actually ])ay the balance, or 
^'ive you such assurances or security tor the assets to be im- 
nicdiately forlbcoming, as you think can be relied upon; iu 
''liich case yon will of course suspeiul the execution of this 
nrder.'* 



sn FC'il IN I III: IMrK\rHMENT (‘.F 

Air. liil liajtl Juliiisnn to Alajor (Jilpin; Liirkiiow, 2-Uh 
Jimc, — ‘‘ Sii‘, 1 liavt* ivioivtal Ihr lionoiir of yoiir lettiT 

of t}i(‘ The prisoner.^ arrived here this morning; 

Ja’eiileiiant Crow has doliverc'd IIkmii over to Caj>taiii Waugh, 
and returns to you in a day or two. 

“1 think tlieir liint to you a very good one, and worth im- 
proving upon ; was the Jiow Jh'giiin to think that she imist 
go to ^Mlahabad, or any oUut place, while her palace is 
searched for the hidden treasure^ of the late Vizicu*, it might 
go furtlim* ihan any other stej) that 4-aii Ih‘ immediately taken 
towards procuring payment of tlui f)alance outstamling. 

“The prisoiu'rs are to be thrt'atiunMl with severities to- 
morrow, to make them discover wlu-re Ilu‘ halaiu'e may he 
procurable, the fear of which may possibly have a good ellect ; 
and Ili(' apprehensions of the Ih'gum, lest tluy should discover 
the hiddrji treasure, may induce her to mak(‘ you tender: (»f 
payment, which you may give any reasunahh* eiieuiiragiuncut 
to j)romoie that may (K*cur to \oii. 

“ The jaghire cannot he rcIcasiMl to lu‘r on any other 
terms, nor cvem to the Nahol), until the live lacks for which 
it was granted he paid up; and the* jirisomu’s must also he 
tletaincd until tli(‘ full lifty lacks be liipiidalcal ; conscMpc nlly 
nothing but the fear of an increase of <jemand, iijion hr eaeli 
of the lirst engagmiient on her])art, will induce her lo ju’iunpt 
paynieiit.’* 

Letter fnjin Air. ICichard Johnson to the commamling 
officer of the guar'd ; Lucknow^ 2drd July, ITSli: — ‘SSijy 
some violent demands havingbceii ma<le for lht‘ release of the 
prisoners, it is iiecessary that every ])<)ssihle }>r('eaution he 
takeu for their security. You will therefore he ph'ased to l»c 
very strict in guarding lliem •, and 1 herewith send aiiotiu'r 
pair of fetters, to he aclded l(»tii()se now upon the prisoiu*rs.*’ 

Jjciier from liolaTt SHmun* Allen to JL’ehard Jolmson, Esq., 
acting r(‘sideiit; Liicknow% 2drd July, 1782: — “Sir, J have 
received your instructions, and ord<Ted tlie fetter.s to be added ; 
but they a”o by iniic^ too sm:dl for tlieir feet. The utmost 
reganl shall be paid to tlie security of the prisoners. 1 have 
Bojit back the fetters that you niuy have them altered, if you 
tliinli pri>per.” 
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L(*lter tVuin ^Ir. .Itilmson 1o tlu' nllit i r tlio 

gaard ; Jiiic:K]io\v, ^!Stli Jiun*, 17^-: — “ tSir, 'I'liu* iSaljtib 
having deteriniu(*(l to inllict corporal ])uiiisliiiic]it upoii the 
prisoners nndtT your guard, this is to desire that his ollicern, 
when they shall come, may havi^ tree ai'cess to the pris(suer«, 
and be permiUed U) do with them as they shall see proper, 
imly taking rare that tliey leave tliem always under your 
charge.” 

I A\ill now trouble your lonlsliips with the tbllowing pas- 
sages Tnun Mr. llidt’s i*\ideiu*t^; — “ (^. Did \oii e\er s<*e the 
t \vt) ministers oi' tlu‘ ih'gnm ? I saw ihian hronght: int<j 
LiieKnow . — (^. in what situation were they when \oii saw 
Hhmu brought into JiUelvUuw? — yl. Tliey were bioiight in 
lluar palampiins, atteinhsl by a guard of se[)oys.- Q. Under 
whose eommaud waaa* the sepo\s? — J. ^.riiat they were 
brought iii by ? — (J. Ye.s. ,1. I do not rc’collect. — (J. Weri^ 
those sepoys that l)rought in tin; j>risouers part of the 
Nabob’s army, or wen^ they any British troops ? — /i.To tin? 
best of m\ n‘eolh'e1 ion, they \\ere ^h'taelual from a regimt'Ut 
tluai stationed at Fy/ahad . — (>, In whose scawiia* was that 
i'(‘gimeut? — ./. In tlui Company’s. (J. \V(‘re thiy imprisoned 
in an\ hoiist! near that in whieh \on resiihal r'--- J. 'I’hey 
wen inipri.soned immediately nmler the window of tlie house 
in whieh I resi(h*d, clos(‘ to it. — Q. Did you, or did yon not, 
e\er see any [ireparations made for any corporal punishment ? 
— A. [ saw sonu'thing ot* a scallblding. — Q- I'or what pur- 
postCf — A. I hi'ard it was l\)r the purjmse of tying them uj). 
— Q- Whose prisomu’s diil you consider these men to be: — 
A. J e()usi(h*red tliein as prisoners of the resident ; they were 
< lose to his house, and uiuhn* an European jilliem*.” 

V^mr lordships have now' semi the wliole j)r«ie(\ss, except 
one dreadful ])art of it, whieh w'as the thri'atening to send 
tli*-‘ Begum to the easthjat Chiiiiar. After all these criudlies, 
alter all these menaees of further ermdtii’s, after i reeting a 
KcartVdd for actually exercising Ihii last degree of criminal 
punishment, namely, by whipping these miserable persons iu 
public- after evcrytliing has been done bnt execution, oup 
inability to ])rove by evidenee this part of their proceedings 
has secured to your lordships a circnmsiance of di'corum ob* 
served on the singe, wdiere imirdtTs, evi'ciitionsj whippij'gs, 
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atid are p(*rfuiMiied behind tlie yeeiies. J know as 

certainly as a man can know such a thing, from a document 
which 1 cannot produce in evidence here; but 1 have it in 
tlie handwriting of the resident, Mr. Bristow, that Beliar Ali 
Khan was actually scourged in the maimer that we speak of. 
1 liad it in writing in tlie man’s hand ; 1 put the question to 
him, but he refuscnl to answ'er it, because he tliought it might 
criminate himself, and criminate us all ; but if your lordships 
saw th(' scatlbld ereclcMl for the purpose, and of this we have* 
(‘videiice, would yon not necessarily believe that tlie scourg- 
ing did f«»llo\v ? All this was done in the name of the 
Kahob ; but if the Nabob is the person claiming his father’s 
(dfecis, if the Nabob is the person vindicating a rebellion 
against himstdf upon his iu‘aivst relations, why did he not 
in jierson take a single step in this matter? Why do we see 
notliing but bis abuscMl name in it ? We see no order under 
Ills own band. We see all the orders given by the cool Mr. 
JVliddleton, by ilio outrageous Mr. Johnson, by all that gang 
of persons that the ])risoner used to tlisgrace t he British name. 
Who are the otiicers tliat sitnaned th(‘irfort? wdio j)ut on 
irons? .who sent them? wlio supplied them? Tlu^y are 
all, all English otilecn's. There is nut an a[)poaraneo even of 
a minister of the Nabob’s, in the whole transact ion. 'flu^ 
actors are all Englishmen ; and w’(‘, as Englislnnen, call for 
punishment u|)()n lliose who have tlnis degradcMl and dis- 
honoured the English name. 

We do not use torlinu^ or erindties, even for the greatest 
crimes, but have banished them from our courts of justice ; 
we ncv(.*r sntfer them in any ease. Yet those men, in order 
to force otliers to break their most sacred trust, intlict tortures 
upon tliem. They drag their j) 0 (>r victims from dungeon to 
dung(*()n, from one place of punisliTmmt to another ; and w hol- 
ly on account of an CAtorted bontl ; J*or they owed no money, 
lliey could not owtj any ; hut to get this miserable balaiure of 
.■€00,000 founded upon tlieir tables of excliange ; after they 
liad plundered tlu'se ladies of £500,000 in money and 
£70,000 a year in land, they could not be satisfied without 
putting usury and extortion upon tyranny and oppression. 
To enforce this unjust demand, the miserable victims were 
imprisoned, ironed, s**unrgcd, and at last threat ened to be sent 
prisoners lo ( ■inmar. This menace succeeded. The person! 
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whc had re.si.-itcd irons, wlio liad as llio say, 

refused food and water, slowed in an iinwliolesonie, stinking, 
pestilential prison, these persona withstood everything till 
the fort of Chunar was mentioned to them ; and then their 
fortitude gave way ; and why ? The fort of Chiinar was not 
in the domiiiiona of the Kabob, whose rights they pretended 
to be vindicating ; to name a British fort, in their eireiim- 
staiicea, was to name everything that is most horrible in 
tyranny ; so at least it a])peiired to them. They gave way ; 
and thus were eommitted nets of oppressitm and eruelty un- 
known, 1 will veniuro lo say, in th(» history of India. The 
wt>i*jcn indeed eoiild not be brought forward and scourged, 
but their ministers wore tortured, till, for their redemption, 
these princesses gave uj) all their clothes, all the ornaments of 
their persons, all their jewels, all the memorials of their hus- 
bands and fathers, all were deliverc‘d np, and valued by 
mcrcrbants at £50,000; and they also gave up £5000 in 
money, or thereabouts ; so that in reality only about £5000, 
a mere nothing, a sum not worth meutiouiug, even in the 
cahMilalioiis of (ixtortioii and usury, remained unpaid. 

But, my lords, what became of all this money? When 
y<ui examine these witnesses here, they tell yon it was paid 
to llyiler Beg Khan. Kow, they had themselves received 
the money in tale at th(‘ir own assay-table; and when an 
a('(*uunt is demanded of the produce of the goods, they 
slinidi from it, and say it was llydcr Beg Khan who rec(‘ive<l 
the things, and sold them. Where is Hyder Beg Khan’s 
receipt? The Begums say (and the thing speaks for itselt), 
that even gold and jewels coming from them lost tlieir value ; 
that part of the goods were spoilt, being ke})t long unsold in 
damp and bad wareliou.ses ; and that the rest ol the goods 
were sold, as thieves sell their spoil, for little or nothing. In 
all this business, Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton were them- 
s«*Jvcs the actors, chied* actors ; but now, when they are called 
to account, they substitute llyth'r J5(*g Khan in tlieir place, 
a man that is dead and gone; and you hear nothing more of 
this part of the business. 

But the sullerings of these eunuchs did not end here ; 
they were, on account of this odd £5000, confined for twelve 
mouths, not prisoners at large, like this prisoner who thrusts 
his iv.Jic leg into your lordships’ faces cverv day. hui in harsh 
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aiid rnii'l cniiliiicinciit . 'rhoss** an* ilie persons lliai T 
for. It. irt tlu'lr diiiii;(.*on, it is tlieir unreveiiged wroii<^a that 
i!u»ve nu\ It ia for these iunoeent, miserable, iiidiapj)y men, 
uho were gJiilty of no otfenee bnt fidelity to their miatrea.ses, 
in order to vex ainl torture wlioiii (the lir.st women in Asia) 
m tiui persons of their minisU^ra, these cruelties W(‘re exer- 
cised ; these are they for wlioin 1 leel, and not for the inist‘r- 
able son; leg or whining (;ant of this ]>risoner. lie has betui 
the autlior of all these wrongs ; and if you transfer to iiim 
any of the sympathy you owe to the.se sulfen*rs, you d«) 
w^rong — you violate; compassion. 'I’hiidc of their inms. Has 
not this criminal, who j)ut on thc‘s«‘ irons, been without out) 
iron? Jlas he been thn^atened with torture ? lias he been 
locked up w ithout food and watcu* ? JIave his sufferings been 
aggravated as the sufli'riugs of th(‘se poor men were aggra- 
vated? What punishment lias been inllieted, and what can 
be inflicted, upon him in any inaniuT commensurate with the 
atrocity of his crimes ? 

At last, my lords, th(‘s<» unliajipy m(‘n w(‘ro n^h'ased, Mr. 
Uristow', who had [)(M‘ii siTit to Jjucknow', writes to Mr. Hast- 
ings, and informs him that severities eouhl do no mort‘ ; that 
iiuprisonnu’uts and immaces could get no more money. I 
believe not; for I doubt mueli wludlun* any more was to be 
got. lint wbeilier there was or not, all the arts of exloi*- 
tion, fortitied by all the arts <»f tyranny, of ev<*ry naim* and 
species, bad failed, and tlien;fore Mr. Bristow reh*as(‘d the 
])risoners; but witliout any warrant for so doing from Mr. 
Jlastings, who, after having received this hdter from Mr. 
Jlristow", gets the supreme; council to onler tli(;se* very seveu i- 
iies to be continueel, till the; hist farthing was paid. In ord(*r 
to induce Hie (*ouucil to sanction ibis nu'asnre, be suppressed 
Mr. Bristow’s declaration — that scvtu’itics could do notliiug 
more in exacting fnrtlicr payments; and the; resi(h;nt, 1 find, 
was afterwards obliij[uciy punished for liis bumanify by Mr. 
Jlastings. 

Mr. Bristow ’s letter is dated the 12t.h of December, and ho 
thus WTites : — 

“The battalion at Fyzabad [where the Begums and their 
ministers had been e<miincd] is rt»called, and iny letter to tho 
boa!*d of the first instant has explained my conduct to tho 
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The leiirr 1 mldrrssoil her, a translation of which [ 
ht'p; leave to enelose (No. 2), was with a view ol* convincing 
her tliafc y()u readily assented to her being freed from the re- 
slraints which had been imposed upon her; and that your 
aecjuiescencc in her suflerings was a measure of necessity, to 
whieli you wen^ forced by her extraordinary conduct. 1 
wished to make it appear, this was a matter on which you di- 
rect'd nu' to consult' the A'i/iier’s pleasure, that it might bo 
kugwn you wen' the spring from whence she was restored to 
lier dignity and consequence.** 

On the 3rd of IMarch following, tin' <‘onneil agrees to send 
thti following onh'r to Mr. Bristow : — “ desire you will 

inform us if any and what means havi' het'ii taken for reeov- 
I'riiig tin; halam^e due fnmi the Jh'gum at Kyzabad, and, if 
necessary, that you recommend it to tlu^ Vi/ier to oidbrce the 
most eiVectual means for that purpose.’* 

Aly lords, you see the fraud he has pjit upon the council. 
V(Mi will find that Mr. Bristow'\s Icttt'rs up to the 3rd of 
idandi liad been snj)pressed ; and Ihongb then eommiiiu- 
cated, yet lu' instigated his eat's-paw, that blind and ignorant 
eomieil, to df'inaiid from the Vi/ii'i* the rem’wal of these very 
severities and enu'lties, the' eontinnaiiee of which the letters 
in Ins poeket had shown him were of no eflect. Hero you 
Inive an iiistaneo of bis implacabhi cruelty ; you see that it 
no\er rt'Iaxes, never ri'inits ; and that, linding all the re- 
sources of tyranny useless and ineifi'clive, lu' is st’dl willing 
t(» use them ; and for that purpose hemaki.'sa rranduleiit co?i- 
ccalincnt of tliii utter inellieacy of all the means that had 
bet'll list'd. 

But, ytMi will ask, what ctuild rnakt'. him persevere in ihesti 
acts of cruelty, after his avarice hatl het'n more than satiatt'd ? 
A\)u w ill find it is this, lie had had some tpiarrel w ith these 
womi'ii. lie believed that they had done him some |)(‘rsonal 
injury or other, of which he nowlu're informs yon. Bui, as 
yon find that in the t'asc of Cheit Sing, he eoiisidcred his vi- 
sit to General Clavering as a horritl outrage against him- 
self, which he never forgave, and rtn'engod to the ruin of that 
miscrahle ]'.ersoii ; so you find that he has avowed the same 
malicious disposition toward the Begums, arising from some 
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ruusr. Ji: |>ago 307 of your prmUal inimitrr<, hr snyw, 
“ I am sori’y that 1 must in truth acid, that a ]>art of ihr ri'- 
8cntinerit of llic Jicgums was, as 1 iiad too iniudi reason to 
suspect, directed to myself personally. The incidents which 
gave rise to it are too light to be mixed wdth the professed 
subject and occasion of this detail ; and as they want tlm au- 
thenticity of recorded evidence, 1 could lay no claim t(» 
credit in my ndaiion (»f them. At some period 1 may bo 
induced to oiler them to the world, my nliimate and un- 
erring judges, both of that and of every oilier trait in iny 
political eharact(*r.” 

My lords, you have an anecdote here handed to you, which 
IS the key of a great ])artof tliis transaction, lie had de- 
lermiiied u|)Oii some d(*cp and desperate revcngi^ for some 
injury or affront of some kind or other that he thought he 
had received from these peojde. lie accuses them of a per- 
sonal quarrel with himself; and y(‘t i o lias not tlio honour or 
honc'sty to tell you what it was, — wh it it was that could in- 
duce tluMu to entertain such a pers(-nal n*sentment against 
him, as to ruin themselves and their ecmntrv by their su|>- 
posed rebellion, lie says, that some time or othm* ho will tell 
it to the world. Why did ho not tell his counsel, and au- 
thorize them to tell a story which could not be unimportant, 
as it was eonmvted witli a rebellion which shook the British 
power in India to its foundation ? And if it be true that this 
rebellion had its rise in some wieki'd act of this man, wlio 
had offended these women, and made tliem, as he says'; his 
mortal enemies, you will then sec that you never can go so 
deep with this prisonm*, tliat you do not find in every crimi- 
nal Jict of his some otluT eriminal act. In the lowest deep 
there is still a lower deep. In every act of his cruelty there 
is some bidden, dark motive, worse than the act itself, of 
which he just gives you a hint, without ox])osing it to that 
open light which truth (courts, and falsehood basely slinks 
from. 

But cruelly as they have suffered, dreadfully as they have 
been robbed, insulted as they have been, in every mode of 
insult that could be offered to women of their rank ; all this 
must have been highly aggravated by coming from such a 
man as Mr. Middleton. You have heard the audacious and 
insulting language he has held to them ; his declining to cor- 
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respond \\ith IIumu, and tin* modi) of his doiii*; il. 1’lu*iv art', 
niy lords, things Ihiit oiubitU'i* iht; bitlcrjicss td' oppression it- 
BCif ; — contumelious acts and language coming from persons 
who the other day would have licked the dust under the feet 
of the lowest servants of these ladit^s, must have embittered 
their WTongs, and poisoned the very cup of malice itself. 

Oh ! but they deserved it. — They were concerned in a 
wickedj outrageous rebellion : first, for expelling their owr: 
son from his dominions; and secondly, for expelling and ex- 
tirpating the hhiglish nalion out ot‘ India, flood (rod Al- 
mighty ! my lords, do you hear this ? j)o ytni understand 
that the English nation had made themselves so odious, so 
partieularly hateful, ev('n to wouu'n tlui most seeluded from 
the world, that there was no erimo, no mischief, no family 
destnndb)!!, ilirough which they woultl not wade, for our 
extermination ! Is this a pleasant thing to lu'ar of? Eehel- 
lion is, in all ])nrts of tli J world, undoiihtedly considered as a 
great misfortune — in so’ue <*oniitries it must he eonsiden'd an 
a. presuin])tb)n of some fault iu government. Nowhere in it 
hoasfrd of art su)>plj/inj/ the weans of Josfijj/inf/ acts of cruelfi/ 
and insnlf hat with ns. 

We have, iinh'i'd, s<'t‘u that a rohollion did exist in Har- 
ratch ami (njrruckpon?. It. was an universal insurrection 
t>f the ])eople ; an insurrection for the very extermination of 
fjiglislnnen ; for tin' extermination of (/olonel llannay, for 
the extermination of Captain Gordon, for the extermination 
of Cajdain Williams, and of all the other ea|)tains and colo- 
nels exercising tln^ olliee of farmer-gem'ral and suh-fanner- 
general, in the manner that we have described. We know 
that there did exist in that eountry such a rebellion. Ihit 
mark, iny lords, figainst whom ; — against these mild and 
gracious sovereigns, (^)lonel Jfaniiay, Captain Gordon, Cap- 
tain Williams. — Oh unnatural and abominable rebi'llion ! 
But will any one pretend to say that the Nabob himself was 
ever attacked by any of these rebels ? No : the attacks were 
IcYclled against the English. The people rose in favour of 
their lawd'ul sovereign, against a rebellion headed by Mr. 
Middleton, who, you sec, usurped bis authority ; — headed by 
Colonel Hannay ; — headed by Captain (jordon ; — headed by 
all those abominable persons exercising, under the Nabob’s 
name, an authority destructive to himself and his sub^eeU. 
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Against llicin ilicrn was a rfbcllior ; but was this an un- 
natural ivl)(‘llion ? — A ri'lx'llion against usiirj)ed authority, 
to savo tlio princo, liia cbihlroii, and statu Iroin a sot :1‘ vilo 
usurpers. 

IMy lords, 1 shall soon uloso our prom*ding lor this day; 
bi'cause 1 wish to luavc this part of our rhargo strongly and 
distinctly impressed upon your lordships’ memory, and be- 
eauso nothing can aggravate it. J shall lU'xt procci'd, in the 
iurthor ('xamination of the prisoner’s defence, to dissipate, 
as 1 trust we have done, and as I hope we. shall do, all the 
miserable stutf thi'v hav<' given by way of defence. 1 shall 
ort('n have occasion to repeat and press u])on your lordships, 
that that miserable defence is a heavy aggraxation of his 
crime. At ])res('nt I shall conclude; h'aving this |)art: of our 
(‘harge with the impression n])on your lordships’ minds, that 
this pretend(‘d rebellion was merely an insurri'ction against 
t he English, ('xeit(*d by tiu'ir oppression. I f the riibellioii was 
against the Nabob, or if In* was the author of tlu^ ()[)pressioii 
wiii('h caused it, why do the Knglish only appear to be con- 
cerned in both of them? Ilow' comes it that the Nabt>b 
never ap])(‘ars to have, expressed any ^‘sentimmt against the 
rebt'ls ? We shall prove, beyond a doubt, that th() Begums 
had nothing to do with it. There was, indeed, as I have 
already said, what may be called a rebellion ; but; it was a 
rebellion against — not the Nabob, but in favour of tluj lawduJ 
])riiieo of tile country ; — against the usurpers of his authority 
and the- destroyers of his country. AVith this, as a rebellion, 
JMr. Hastings has charged those w'onuni ; he has charged them 
with a war against their sou, for the purpose of ( xt.c'rmiiiating 
the English. I.ook, 1 pray yon, at tin? whole business; con- 
sider all the eircumstanees of it, and ask yourselve.s wdiether 
this is not a charge not only so grossly im[)r()l)able, but so 
perfectly impossible, tl«at there is not any evidence which 
can make it twen jdausible. 

Consider next, A\\y lords, on thy. other sidt*, the evidence? of 
their innocence', ami .tlu'ii, risk yonrsedvc's wlu*th(*r any ad- 
elitioiial HfattcrVdiilel makt^ its probability: in the least degre'e 
more ^uVibifble. AJy lords, the evieleuce w;e have produced 
IS neitUerVaore nor less than that of almost all the persons 
who havw had a sliare in exciting that rebellion, and wl.et, to 
iuslify their own horrible cruelty, have attempted to ehargo 
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llie liatuml coiKsotiuonces of Umi cruelty upon tlicsc nnlia])p> 
women. 

Jliit where, all tliis time, ia the Nabob, against whom tina 
rebellion is preteiuleil to be directed? AVas it ever even ii.- 
siiniated lo him tliat his motlier had raised a r(‘bellioii against 
him ? — AVhen were th(3 proofs shown to him ? — i)id he ever 
charge her witli it ? lie surely must liave been most 
anxious lo prev(‘nt and suppress a ri^bellion 'xgainst himself; 
hut not one word on tliat subject lias (‘vei come out of his 
mouth, nor lias any one p(*rson been pnulueed lo show that 
he was infornu‘d (d* the existence of such a rebellion, ^fhe 
pi'rsona said to be ri'bels are liis mother and grandmothm*; 
and 1 again ash, was there the least iniiination given to him 
by ]Mr, IMiddleton, or by any olher pmsoii, of th(‘ir being 
eviMi suspected of rebellion against him ? There was, iii- 
d(‘ed, a hint of some rebellion, which the creatures of Air. 
Hastings got at obiiipudy; but neither the person against 
whom the rebellion is sup[)osed to exist, nor the persons who 
were said to be guilty of it, were ever eitluT informed of or 
charged with it.. 1 defy the prisoner and his wliole gang 
to produce one word ever ntten'd by any one of them, from 
which the Nabob or llcgums could learn that they were sup- 
j)ns(‘d to be eonc('rned in tlu? ndx'llioii : so that none of those 
who \v<‘re said to lie the [irineipal actors in tin* scene (‘ver 
lieard of the paifs they were aiding, from tlu^ actual authors 
iuid mauagers (d* tic* business. Not one word w'as uttered 
ef a diarge made, inmdi less of pnxd* given. Nothing was 
heard but — Give iikj the iiioii(*y — irons new irons — lu'w 
imprisonment; and at last the castle of Chuiiar. And hero 
J heg leave to pause, and to leave ujioii your miiuls the im- 
jiressioji, first, of the wrong that was done, the violence, 
am! tlu* rol)l)(‘ry ; and s(*eoiidly, of the preti'iict's, both civil 
and criminal, by which they have attemptcil to justify their 
I proceedings. 
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SIXTH HAY HK RKPLY. 

(Mr. Hcukk.) 

Mv Lords, — ^0111* lordshijis xvill rccollrct that we closed 
the last day of your |)rocccdin^ in tins trial at a most interest- 
ing j)ai‘t of our (;liar^(\ or rather of our observations upon tliat 
charge. We elosi'd at that awful moimmt when we foniu] 
tin' iirsl wotiuui of Oudo pillaged of all th(‘ir landed and of 
all thtdr monied property, in short of all they possessed. 
We (*]o.s(‘d by reeiting to yon Iluj false pretence on whicli 
this pillage was defended, namely, that it was the work of 
the Nabob. Now W(i had before proved to yon, from oni- 
denei* adduced by the ])risom‘r himself, that this A^abob was 
a nieni tool in his hands; and therefore if tins pretence be 
true, it aggravati's his guilt; for surely the forcing a son to 
violate tin? property of his mother must everywhere be con- 
siden'd a crime most portentous and enormous. ^\t this point 
we closed; and, after the detail which has been given you 
aln'ady of th(‘se horrible and iniquitous proceedings, some 
apology may perhaps lx; lU'cessary for entering again into 
the n.futation i‘f this iniqiiitons pretence. 

JVly honourable fcllow-inaiiager, who pn'ceded me in this 
l)usiin‘ss, did, in his remarks up^)n the inference drawn bv 
the prisoner’s eoiinsid from the seizure of the Begum’s trea- 
sures by the Nabob, as evidence of their guilt, as he ought to 
do, — he treated it with proper eoiitempt. i consider it in- 
deed to ho as little an ( videiice of their guilt as he does, ami 
as little a defence of that seizure as he does. Hut 1 consider 
it ill another and in a new light, namely, aa a heavy aggra- 
vation of the prisoner’s crimes, and as a matter that will let 
you into the Avhole sjiirit of his government; and 1 warn , 
your bordships against being imposed on by evasions, of which 
if it wore possible for you to bo the dupes, you woukl be un* 
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fif to he of tlie smallest, matters in tlie \vorl(l, eivil or 

iriminal. 

The iirst obstTvatiun Avbieh f shall b(‘g leave to make li> 
vour lortlshipa is this, that the whole of the proceedings from 
b(‘gi lining to end has been a mystery of iniquity, and that iu 
no part of them have the orders of the Company been regard- 
ed ; but on the contrary, the whole has been carried on in a 
bceret and clandestine manner. 

It is necessary that your lordships should be aequainted 
with the manner in whieh the eoirespondeiice of the Com- 
]);niy’s servants ought to be (*arri('d on and their proceedings 
regulated ; your lordships, theretore, will ])lcase to hear read 
the orders givmi eoncerning correspondeiice of every kind 
with the conniry powers. You will rmnember the period 
when tliese orders \v(Te issued, namely, the period at which 
the act passed for tlio bettor dirt'ction ot‘ Ibo servants of tbe 
t\)m])any. J5y this a<'t J\lr. Hastings was appointed to be 
(loMTiior-CeiUTal, and tbe eonrt of directors was required, 
Ijy lliat act, to prepare orilers and instructions, which Mr. 
Hastings was required, by the same act, to comply with. You 
will sc(! w'liat these iiisl ructions and orders were, and in what 
mannei’ he has complied with them. 

Extract of general instrnctimis to the Govern or- General 
and lamneil, 2J)th of March, 1771: — “We direct that you 
assei djle iu council twice every xveek, and that all the mem- 
hers be duly summoned ; that the i-orrespondeiice with tbo 
]>rim es or country ])owers iu India be carried on by the 
GoAcrnor-General only, but that all letters sent by liirn be 
lirst approved in council, and that he lay before tbe council, 
at their next meeting, all letters received by him in the 
course of such correspoudeiicc, for their information. We 
likewise direct, that a copy of such parts of the country cor- 
r(‘s])oiidence be comnuiiiicaU-d to our board of trade (to be 
< (mstitutod as bereinal'ler mentioned), as may any ways re- 
late to tbe business of their department.” 

You will observe, my lords, two iiiqxiriant circumstances 
ui Ihese instructions, b’irst, 1 hat after 1 he board bad regular- 
ly met, tbe Tersian correspondence, kept by tbe Governor 
tady, was to be communicated to the council ; and secondly, 
Hi.il be should write no answer to any part of tbe busine.sa 
liuUl he had previously consulted the council upon it. JJera 
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is Ur* law <»t' tin‘ l;m«l ; an onlci' <>^iv(‘n in {lursiiancn of afi 
art of |);nli:iinrnt. Vonr jonlsliips will ronaidcr liow AU. 
Jlastini^s coinj)ortL‘d liiinself with rr^jjard to those orders: ioT‘ 
we c]jarij;e it as a substantive erimi*, indep('iulc‘nt of the 
criminal presumptions arising from it, that lit; vitilated afi 
act ijf ])arliament, which imj)Osed dirt'trt insi ructions upon, 
liim, as to the manner in which he was lo conduct all matters 
of business with the native powers. 

My lords, we contend strongly, that all the positive riilt's 
and injunctions of the law, though they are merely ])ositive, 
and do not contain anything but int're matters of rt‘gula,tion, 
shall bt^ strictly (d)servcd. ^riit; reason is this, and a st'rious 
reason it is: — olficial tyranny and oppression, corruption, 
])eculation, and bribery are crimes so s(‘cret in tiu'ir nature, 
that we can hardly ever get to the ]>roof of them, without 
tlie asaistan(‘(; of ruh's, orders, and ri.*gulatiuns of a positive 
nature, intended to prevent the perpetration of tlu'se crimes, 
and to detect the olfender in case the crimes should be ae- 
tiially p(?rpctratcd. You ought tlu;r(‘fore to presuim*, thal, 
whenever such rules or laws arc brokcai, th(;se crimes arc in- 
tended to be committed; for you have uo im'aus of sc'curity 
against the commission of secret crimes, hut by tmforcing 
])Osiiive laws, tin; brcaeli of which must be always j)laiii, oju'ji, 
and direct. {Sucli, for instance, is tin; spirit (»f the laws, that 
although yt)ii eaunot directly provt; hriluTy or smuggling in 
a hundred cases wIktc they have b(‘eu committed, you can 
])rove whether (he ])roper documents, prnp(;r eoekets, proper 
entries in regular ullic(*s have been obsmwed and j)erform('d 
or not. lly these means you lo<*k the door against bribt‘ry ; 
you lock the door against corruption, against smuggling and 
eontrabaiid trade ; but how? by falling upon and attacking 
theolfence? !No; by falling upon and attacking tlu; br(‘a<'h 
<»f the regulation. You ])rove that the man broke the regu- 
lation; and, as he could have uo oilier motive or interest in 
breaking it, you presume that he broke it fraudulently, and 
you punish the man not for the crime the regulation was 
meant to prevent, but you punish liim for the breaeh of the 
regulation itself. 

Next to tlic brcaeli of these positive instructions, your 
lordships will attend to the conse(|iient concealment ami 
mystery by which it was accompanied. TVll governuicnt 
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iiiusl, to piTSi'rvi' its auiboritj, be sineero iu its ileelanitiouH, 
jumI authentic in its acts. AVhenever in any matter of policy 
tlicre is a iTiy story, you must pn'siuuc a fraud ; whenever iii 
any matter of money there is conc(‘al incut, you must ])resume 
misconduct ; you must therefore ailix your punishment totho 
breach of llie rule; olhcT\vis(^ tlic convict ioji of public de- 
liiKjiients would be unattainable. 

i have tlicridbro put before you tliat rule winch ho htxa 
violated; and w(', the (Commons, call upon yoiir l()rdshi])s to 
enforce that rule, and to avenge; the bj'each of it. You haA'o 
seen the couse(|ueucos of ])rt‘akin^ the rule; and we have 
cliarged and do charge it as a lu avy aggravation of those 
consequences, that, instead of consulting tluj council, instead 
of laying iln^ whole correspoiuh'nce hi'fore them, instead of 
<‘onsn]tliig tluMU upon his answers, h(‘ wemt himself Uj) into 
tlie country, took his JMnjesty’s child* just ice along with him, 
and made that person the instrumiMit of those wrongs, vio- 
li'iu rs, robberies, and coneealini'iits, wliiidi wc call upon your 
h>rds1iij)s to ]ninisb. 

My lords, an (wtraord inary eireumstance occurred in the 
course of our proceedings, in another place, which 1 must 
stale to show you in what a horrible manner your laws liavii 
heeu trauijdi'd upon and despised. None of the ])roceedings 
whicl' have beiui last stall'd to your lordshi|)s, respecting tho 
sei/.u'*e. of tho treasures of the IJegiinis, appear uj) 0 u any pub- 
lic. rr *ord whatever. From the luauucr iii which tlicy caino 
to i»iir knowledge, your lordships will ])erccivo what must 
liave heeu the prisoner’s own opinion of the horrible nature 
of proceedings, which lie thought so necessary to be con- 
cealed. 

Whilst we were itiquiring into the violences committed 
against; llie Begums, in breach of the treaty ('iiti ri'd into with 
tliein, there came into my hands an anonymous letter, cou- 
taming a full aecoiiiitof all tlie matter Avliich has lately heeu 
stated to you. 1 1 caiiii^ anonymously ; and f did not know 
Iror.i what quarter it came. I do iu»t evi ii know with cer- 
tainty at this hour. I say, not with certainty, for 1 can only 
form a conjecture. This anonymous coiiuiiuuication enabled 
to produce all tho correspou douce with Mr. ]\ fiddle ton 
respecting the cruelties exendsed towards the Begums and 
then' eunuchs, in order to extort money. \Ye found tha 
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names of ^lajor (lilpin ;uul several oilier persons in tlirge 
letters. AVe also found in tlieni a strong fox smell of a Sir 
Elijah Impey, that hia brush and crinu) had left behind him . 
>ve traced him by that scent; and as wc proecedinl we dis- 
covered the footsteps of as many of the wolves as Mr. Hast- 
ings tliought proper to leave tliorc. AVo sent for and ex- 
amined Mr. Middleton, and Major Gilpin produced bis 
correspondence. AVnien we aj)pli(‘d io Mr. Middleton, we 
found that all this ])art of his correspondence had been tf)rn 
out of bis book. But having come at it by means of our 
anonymous communication, wc subsequcMitly proved and ('s- 
tablished it, in tbc maniu‘r we have done, before your lord- 
ships. Hero then you have important matter wbieh this 
anonymous letter has brought to light; and otherwise Ihc 
whole of this correspondence so essential to the interests and 
justice of Great Britain would liavc Ix'cn concealed by this 
wicked man. Thus, 1 say, his violation of a positive Jaw 
would have remained undiscovered, if mere accident liad nrd; 
enabled us to trace ibis iniquity of its source. Tlu»ri fore I 
begin our proceedings this day, by 'stating to your lordships 
this fact, and by calling upon your justice to jiunish him lor 
this violation of tbc laws of bis country. 

AVc have told you who the ijistriinumts were by wliich 
all this wickedness was committed, Mr. Middleton and Mr. 
Johnson, persons who were scut as ambassadors to represent 
the interests of the Conqiany at tlic court of an independent 
prince. Over this prince they usurped an absolute power, 
they even made use of British oflicers in bis own si*rvice, and 
receiving bis pay, to enslave bis person, and to force him to 
rob bis kindred. Those agents were aided by an Engli.sh 
chief justice, sent under the authority of an act of ])arlia- 
ineut to represent the sovereign majesty of J’higlisli justice, 
and to be a restraint iqion the misconduct of the Company’H 
servants. These are the instruments with which Ibis man 


works. AV^e have shown you bis system; we have shown 
you his instruments; A\owill noAV jiroeeed with the exaiin- 


nation of the pretences upon which this horrid and nelanous 
act is attempted to be justilied. AVe have not entered into 
this examination for the sake of refuting things that w ant ii ' 
refuta’ion, bur for tiro purpose of showing you the sj'irit 
the whole jtroceeding, and. making it appear tr> your b‘!'l 
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rfiipa, as 1 trust it will appear, that the wicked act done tlutre 
is u«'t lia*^so had ns the wicked deteiice made hero. 

The? lirst part of ISir Elijah Impey’s commission, as your 
lordships will remember, was to seize upon the Eej^ums’ trea- 
sures. lie had likewise another budget of instructions, which 
•has been discovered in the trunks of which your lordshij>s 
have heard, — secret instructions to be giv(*n by him to Mr. 
ISliddleton, for the furtherance of this l)usiness. And that 
his office of chief justice should not lie dormanf, he was coni- 
missioTied to seek for allidavits, or written testimony from 
any persons, for the purpose of convicting those women of a 
design of atrociously revolt ing against their son, and depos- 
ing him from the government, with a view of getting rid of 
the English inhabitants. This was the accusation; — ami 
the evidence to support it Sir Elijah lmp(‘y was sent to col- 
lect. 

My lords, I must here observe to your lordshi|)s, that there 
is no act of virilemv which, mendy as aji act of violence, 
may m)t in sonu; sort be boriu' ; because an aet of violence 
infers no priiieiple ; it infers nothing but ii momentary im- 
pulse of a bad mind, ])rueeeding, without law or justiee, to 
the (‘xeeuiion of its object. Eor at the same time that it 
pays jio regard to law, it <lo('s not debauch it ; it docs not 
wrest it to its purj)oses. 'Fhe law disregarded still exists 
and hope still r'xists in the sulferer that, when law shall In: 
resorted to, violence will cease, and wrongs will be redressec 
but whenever the law itself is debauched, and enters into a 
corrupt coalition with violence, robbery, and wrong, then all 
hope is gone ; and then it is not only private ]K>rsons that 
sutler, but the law itself when so corrupted is often perverted 
into the worst instrument of fraud and violence. It then be- 
comes most odious to mankind, and an infinite aggravation of 
every injury they sutler. 

We have therefore in our charge strongly reprobated Sir 
Elijah impey’s going to take such allidavits. — Oh, but they 
say, a judge may take an atlidavit in bis chamber privately, 
a*id bo may take an affidavit, though not exactly in the place 
ot his jurisdiction, to authenticate a bond, or the like. We 
are not to be cheated by words. It is not dirty shreds of 
^orn out parchments, the sweepings of Westminster Hall, 
that shall serve qs in nlqco of that iustice upon which tho 
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world slandrf. AHidavits! Wc kiiovv that, in ihe laiiguap^c 
of our courts, affidavits do not signify a body of evidence to 
sustain a criminal charge, but are generally relative to mattei 
in process collateral to the charge, which, not coming before 
the jury, are made known to the judge by way of affidavit. 

But was it ever heard, or will it be borne, that a person • 
exercising a judicial office under hisTVlajesty should walk be- 
yond the sphere of his jurisdiction ? ^'hat he should desert 
the station in which he was placed for the protection of the 
natives, and should march to such a place as Jiin;kuow, in 
order to take depositions for criminating persons in that troiin- 
try, without so much as letting these poor victims know one 
article in the depositions so laktMi ? These depositioiis, my 
lords, were made to criminate; they were m(?ant to justify a 
forfeiture; and are not in the nature of thosci voluntary affi- 
davits which, whether made within jurisdiction <)r w'ithout,^ 
whether made ])ul)licly or privat(?ly, signity comparatively 
nothing to tin; cause. I do not mt'au to say that any process 
of any court has not its weight, when the matter is within it 
in the ortlinary course of proceedings ; it is the extraordinary 
course, the extrajudicial conduct, wliich divests it of that just 
weight it otherwise would have. 

This chief justices goes to Imcknow, xvherc lie liolds his 
court, such as it was. lie is ready to aulhenticate any 
process by the sigr.aturc of the l^nglish chief justice, in a 
court which ho holds by night, in a court which he holds in 
darkness and s(?crecy. He hold his court in Fyzabad; he 
hohls it unknown to tlm Nalmh (»f Onde, in his own capital, 
and w'ithoiit giving him the least knowledge? of or any notice 
of what he was ])rocecding to do. lie holds it at the lodg- 
ings of Colonel Morgan, a p('nsioner of the Nabob, and the 
person assisting him is M?\ Middleton, who is likiiwise, as we 
have ])rovcd to yon, one of the Nabob’s pensioners, a monopo- 
lizer of trade in the cemniry, and a |)erson wdio received much 
the major })art of his einolumeidiS fnmi the Nabob’s hands. 

Ill tliat clamhistine manner, in the Nabob’s own house, in 
his own capital city, in the lodging of his depemdant and 
pensioner, Colonel JNForgan, with no other witn(?ss that w(? 
know of than Mr. Middleton, was this iniquitous, dark j)r()- 
cediire held, to ' riminatc the mother of the Nabob. 
bore spe a sepup of dark, mysterious coutrivance ; let us now 
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B<;c whai is bmu"lit out in ilic liioo of open day. Tlio attest- 
ations tlieinselvcs, which yon have seen on the record before 
you. They w^erc brought out; wdiere? there? No; they 
were brought out in another place; they were brouglit out 
at Calcutta; but W(;re never comnniiiicated to tlu^ Nabob. 
Jl 0 never knew anything of the matter. Jjct us now see 
what those attestations were: your lordsldps will bear in 
mind that I do not advert to this thing which they bring as 
evidence*- in the W'ay of imputation of its being w'cak, impro- 
per, and iiisufficit'ut evidence, but as an inconi rovertible 
])roof of crimes, and of a systematic design to ruin tht; ac- 
eiisc'd ])arty, by force there and by chicane lu'n* ; iliese are 
tlie principles u])on which I am going to talk to you n|K)nthis 
alMMin liable subjiri , of which, 1 am sorry to say, 1 have no 
words sufUcient to (*x press my horror. No words can exjiress 
Jt, nor can anything but the sev(‘rliy of your lordshijis’ 
jmlgmciits find an adecpiaie eApn*ssion of it. It is not to be 
e.\pr(‘ssed in words, but in punishment. 

•Having stated before whom the evi(h*ncc collected in this 
body ('f affidavits was taken, I shall now’ stal(? who the p(‘r- 
sons were that gave it; they w(Te those; very pc'rsons who 
were guilty of rolihing and ruining the wlioh; country: yes, 
my lords, the very pcTsons avIio had hec'ii accused of this in 
the mass by Mr, Hastings bimself. They were notliing less 
thaii the whole body of those English oifuvrs, who were 
nsiiiping the ofliee of jarmers-gt'iieral, and otlu'r Inerativi* 
oflit-es in the Nalmb’s goverinm’iit, and whose pillage and 
p<‘(’ulations liad raised a revolt of the w hole kingdom against 
tliemselves. d’hese persons are here bronght in a mass to 
clear tliemselves of tliis ebarge, by eriminating other persons, 
Slid elandestiiiely imputing to tliem tlu* etfect of their own 
iniipiity, 

Ihit supposing thest; witnesses to be gooil for anything, 
Bn|)posing it fit that tht* hast attention slinnhl he])aid them ; 
the matter of their testimony may very possiljly he true, 
without criminating the Hegum ; it criminates Saadit Ali 
Khan, the brother of the Nabob; the word begnm is never 
mentioned in the eriininalion l)ut in eoujiiiu t'on witli his, 
iind much the greater pari of it criiuiiiates the Nabob himself. 
Now, my lords, I will say, that the mattc’r oftlu'se affidavits, 
•orgetting who the deponents were, may possibly be true, lU' 
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far as rci^pofls Saadil; Ali KliAii ; but lliai ii is iitirrly as iin* 
probable, which is the main point and thestri'ss orihcthiii^, 
with respect to tlic ]5egums, as it is impossible with respect 
to the Nabob. That Saadit Ali, being a military man, a man 
ambitious and aspiring to greatness, should take advantage 
of the abuses of the English government and of the discon- 
tent of the country, that he should, I say, raise a revolt against 
liis brother, is very possible ; but it is scarcely within possi- 
bility, that the mother of the Nabob should have joined with 
the illegitimate son against her legitimate son. 1 can only 
say that, in human affairs, there is the possibility of truth in 
this. It is possible she might wish to depose her legitimate 
son, her only legitimate son, and to depose him for the sake 
of a bastard son of her husband's, to exalt him at the expenses 
of the former, and to exalt of course the mother of that 
bastard at her own exp(uis(^ and to her own wrong. But I 
say, that this, though possible, is grossly improbalde. The 
reason why the Begum is implicated in this charge with 
vSaadit Ali by the allidavits cannot escape your notici*. 
'flicir own accpiittal might bo the only object ot the depo- 
nents in their crimination of the hitter : but tlm treasures 
of the former were the objects of their employ-ers, and thest> 
treasures could not be come at but by the destruction of the 
Begums. 

But, my lords, there are other affidavits, or whatever your 
lordships may call tlicm, that go much further. In ordt*r to 
give a colour to the accusation, and make it less improbable, 
they say that the Nabob himself was at the bottom of it; 
and that he joined with his brother and his mother to extir- 
]mtcoutof his dominions that horrible grievance, the English 
brigade ofliccrs: — those English oHicers who were the farmers- 
gencral, and who, jis we have proved by Air. Hastings’s own 
evidence, had ruined t he country. Nothing is more natural 
than that a man, sensible of his duty to himself and his sub- 
jects, should form a scheme to get rid of a band of robbers 
that w’ere destroying his country, and degrading and ruining 
his family. Thus you see a family compact naturally ac- 
counted for. The Nabob at the head of it ; his mother join- 
ing her own son, and a natural brother joining in the general 
intercLds of the ‘'imily. This is a possible case. But is ilea 
the case pressed by them ? No ; they pass alightly over 
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lOgitiiiKitc son. Tliiy scaivcly toucn upon Saadit Ali KliAii ; 
they sink tlic only two persons tliat could f^ivc probability or 
possibility to this business, and endeavour to threw the whole 
desi^jn upon these two unlbrtunate women. 

Your lordships see the wickedness and baseness of tho 
contrivance. They first, in order to keep the whole family 
in terror, accuse the whole family ; then having ])ossessed 
themselves of the treasures of tho Be|Tuiiis n])on another j)re- 
tence, they endeavour to tix upon llunn that improbable fpult 
whicli they had witli some de<;ree of probability char^^ed 
upon the whole family, as a further jnstitication of that 
Bpoliation. Your lordships will see what an insult is otbinal 
to the ])ccrs of Groat Britain, in producing before yon, by 
way of defence, such gross, scandalous, and fraudulent pro- 
ceedings. 

Who the first set of witnesses were which ih(\v produced 
before their knight (‘rrant, Chic'f Justice Sir l^lijah lMipey,who 
wandered in seandi of a Jaw adventure, 1 have laid open to 
yotir lordships. You liavc now had an account of the scan- 
dalous manufacture of that batch of alfidavits wliich was in 
the budget of Sir Klijali Tmpey —that Pandora’s box which 
I havf' opened, and out of which has issued every kind of 
evil. This chief justice went np (h(‘re with the (k'ath war- 
rant of the Begums’ treasures, and, for fvnght ho knew, tho 
dcuth warrant of their persons. At the same time that he 
tofk Ihoso alHdavits, he became himself a witness in this 
business ; ho appears as a witness. JJinv? Did ho know 
any one circumstance of tlio rebellion? No; he does not 
even pretend to do so. But, says ho, in my travels I was 
obliged to avoid Fyzabad, u])on account of the suspected r<*- 
hellion there. Another chief justice would have gone fifty 
miles about to avoid Lucknow, for everybody knows that Luck- 
now was the focus and centre of extortion, corruption, and 
pciculation ; and that a w*ors(' air for tin? lungs of a chi('f jus- 
tice could not be found in tbe world. If his lungs wanted 
the benefit of pure air, he would even have put himself in 
the focus of a rebidlion, to have kept at a distance from tbe 
smell of carrion and putrid corruption of every kind that w as 
at Lucknow. 

A chief justice may goi to a place where a rebellion 
raging, he may die a martyr to Ins honour. But chief jus* 
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tice who pots hinisi'lf into the Ibeiis of peculation, into tho 
focus of bribery, into tlic focus of cvx'ry thing tliat is base 
and corrupt, — what can \vc expect from him but that lie will 
bo engaged in clandestine jobs there ? '^fhe former might 
kill Sir Elijah lmp(‘y, the knight errant, but the chief justice 
would n'lnain ]>ure and entire ; whereas Sir Elijah Impey has 
c‘sea])ed from Eueknow', and the chief justice is hd’t by JNIr. 
IJasliugs to shift for himself. 

Afler mentioning this violation of the laws of hos|)itality 
b^ Sir Elijah Jmp(*y, J \vould ask, was any notice given by 
him, or by any of J\lr. Hastings’s agents, to the Nabob, who 
was so immediately intereste<l in this matt(;r ? AVas any 
notice givi*u to the Begums that any sm^h charge was miter- 
tained against them ? Koi a word. Was it notili(*d to the 
eunuchs AV^ns it to Saadit Ali Khan ? Not a word ; they 
were all within their pouer. Tim eunuchs W'(‘re a year in 
irons, and they wvvc subjectcal to the want of food and watc'r 
for a ])art of that year. They were dragged from Ey/.abad 
to Lucknow, and from Lucknow to k\y/abad. During all 
that tinu', was th(‘re a word mentioned to them by any oiuj 
perso^i on the part of ]\lr. Hastings, that tlu^y wcri^ accused 
of this matter ? Not a word. 

We now submit to your lordships* vindictive justice and 
condemnation this recriminatory d(den(a», in which (;very 
])rinciple of justice has been violated; and now I will ask 
your lordships whether you would have sulfered such a pro- 
cedure in the case of the prisoner at your bar ? 1 1 was asked 
by a person of gn'at authority in this House, when we were 
going lo produce certain evidence against Air. Hastings (we 
do not say whether wo otferi'd to produce it ])roperly or 
improperly, that is another rnatt(‘r), w'c wimm? asked, I say 
wheth(‘r our intmilions of producing that (w idmice had b(‘en 
communicated to Air. Hastings? Had In^ had an o])portunity 
of cross-t'xainining the witnesses who had given that evi- 
denc^^ ? No, he afhk’d, that evidmice must bi^ rejected. Now 
1 say to your lordships, upon the same ground, deal with the 
Jh'gums as you (h'alt w'ith Air. Hastings. Do not keep two 
weights and measunis forddlercnt persons in tho samecaus(‘. 
Yoa would not sutler such evidence to be produced against 
him ; you will no., assuredly sutler such evidence to be pr^)* 
duced to you iu bis favour and against them. 
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My lords, tlio causo hrtwiMMi iliia man ami t]n‘S(‘ iinfurtnii- 
ul(‘ women is at last foiiui into VVostminster Hall. Tin? caiist* 
is cormi to a soltmni trifil ; and we dmnand otljcr witnesses 
and other kinds of proof tlian wliat tlu'se aliiihuits furnish. 
My lords, the persons ^^ho have* hetm twain iiual liert; are al- 
most all of them tlie same persons who made these allidavits; 
hilt there is this material dilfertMiee in tht‘ir evidence. At 
your lordships* bar they sunk all (host' jiaris of thi‘ir formin’ 
evidenre which criminated the Nabob and Saadit Ali, and 
eoidined their testimony wholly to what related to the lle- 
^^ums. We were oblit^ed, by a eross-examinalion, to stpietv.t? 
out of them tht? disavowal of what they laid deposed on the 
former occasion. The whole of their evidence we leave to 
the judgment of your lordships, with these summary rinuarks, 
— lirst, tliat they are tin? persons wlio were to jirolit by their 
own wronii;: tliiw art; the persons who had seven months* 
ari*(‘ars paid to them out of the money of these unfortunate 
ladies : they are the persons who, to justify the revolt which 
they bad caused in the eoiinlry by their rotd>erv, ebai’iije their 
own ^milt upon others. The credibility of thi’ir evidence is 
thcreiore ^oiie ; but, if it were not aileeti'd by tliese eireum- 
stanees, Mr. Hastings has put au end to it by telliiuj^ you 
that tiiere is not one of them who is to be credited upon bis 
oalli ; no, not in a eourl-martial ; and can it Ibcrefnre be i‘x- 
jaM led, that in a ease id' ])eeulatioii they will do otherwise 
tliMi acijuit the party aeeiiseii 'f He has himself laid licfore 
>01 t!u; hori’ihle state of the whole ser\iee; your lordships 
have it fresh in your memories, and riiij^iujj; in your ears. 
You have alsolieaid from witnesses brought by Mr. Hastings 
himself, tliat Ihesi* soldiers eommltlcd misdemeanours of the 
very same kind witli those wdiieh w^e have slated. They 
ought not therefore to be listened to for a moment ; and wo 
aver that it is an aggravation of the ])risonei*’s crimes, tliat 
he has brouglit the instruments of his guilt, the persons of 
whom he has eomplaineil as having ruined and destroyed that 
country, and whom he had engaged, at tlu' Nabob’s desire, 
111 tbc treaty of Chuiiar, to send out of t lie eoimt ry, as being 
a nuisance in it, — to bring, J say, these peojile here, to erim- 
inati;, at a distance of nine thousand miles, these iiufortunato 
Women, where th(;y have neither alloi ney nor agent who can 
irorn local knowledge cross-examine them. He has the au* 
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dacity to briu^^ iKtjae peuplo lien*; and in ^vbat nuinnor they 
comport themselves when they come here your lordaliip 
have seen. 

There is one of them whom we cannot ])as3 by ; that is 
Captain Gordon. Tlie olljor witnesses, who appeared here 
as evidences to criminate tlui Begums, did it by nnnours and 
hearsays. They had lieard somt^ person say that the Jh?gnms 
Juid (‘neonragod rebellion, always coupling them with Saadit 
jMi KhAn, and sometinu^s with the iVabob, because tla're 
might have bt‘eu some probability for their cbargii in the 
trairsactiojis witli Haadit Ali Khan, which, lbung]» impossible 
with regard to the Jh*gnnis, tlu^y thought would implicate 
liim in his designs. But Captain Gordon is to give a differ- 
ent a(a*ount of the jirocetuliiigs. 

Ca|)tain Gordon was one of Colomd Jfannay’s nnder-farm- 
ers - he was hunted out of the country, and, as one of the 
.Begums says, pnrsu(‘d by a thousand of the /.cmindars, for 
robbing Uk? whoU? country. This woman, ihroiigli rt‘Sj)eet 
to the Ib'ilish natnc, that name which guaranteed her pos- 
sessions to h(*r, r<H‘(‘ives this Captain (iordon and Captain 
AVilliams Nvitli every mark of kimlnoss, hospitality, and pro- 
teetit)ii that could btJ given them. She eoiiveys them from 
the hurdlers to tlu^ city of Fyzabad, and from Fyzabad, laa* 
I'apital, supposed to be the nest of her rebellion, on to their 
])lace of destination. l'lu*y both write her letters fidl of 
expressions of gratitude and kindness for the services that 
they liad niceivial. Tliey then pass on to JiUcknow, to Sir 
Blijah Jmpey, and there they sink every word of kindness — 
of any soi viee or protectlion that they had na*i‘ived ; - or ut‘ 
any aeknowledgfuent that they had ever made of it. Tlay 
sink all this ; not ojie word of it appears in their atlidavits. 

How then did we come to liic knowledge of it? W^e got 
it from jMajor Gilpin, who w'as examiiiial in the course of 
these proceedings, and we used it in our charge, from the 
]>aptTs tliat we hold in onr haiids. Mr. Hastings has eoji- 
lessed the fact, and Mr. Middhdon has endeavoured to slur it 
over, but could not completely cone(ial it. VV^e have estab- 
blished the fact, and it is in «‘videiiee before your lordships. 

You have now, then, in this manner got these testimoiiia].i 
given by English ofKecrs in favour of these women ; and by 
the same means the letters of the latter accusing the formex 
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Ate c*o»ne to your liaiid^ ; and now lhea(» same oiiieorfl 

eonie here with their iveriiuinatory aecusatiou. Now, why 
did they not make it at Lucknow P Why did not Mr. 
.1 fastings, when Mr. IVliddleion liad such papers for him in 
Ilia hands, \vhy, I ask, did not jVfr. Hastings ])rocnre some 
4‘xplanatioii of the circmnstancos whilst lie was in India? 
J will read your lordshi{)s the hdter, that you may not only 
now* but feel the inicpiity of this business. 

Lefferjrom the mother of the Vizier to Mr. IlaatitKjs^ received 
the iMh of Jannaru, 1782. 

‘‘ Our situation is ])r(‘tty wtdl, and your good health is con- 
stantly j)rayed for. I had scmt llehar Ali Khan to you. 
Ai'eordingly people inveJited a falsehood that Jlehar Ali 
Klian was gone to get the depntyshi|) of the Soubah ; and 
soim‘ persons here wer(» saying, wluTefore has she scmt Ihdiar 
Ali Klian to Calcutta, to tlu‘ Nawab A maud ul Dovvlah ? AVe 
will never permit the allair to sneetaal : and aecairdingly it has 
HO lia[}[M;ned. Iwir lluw say that yon also liave not put your 
Hial to the treaty: and tin* peo|)le here say, why does the 
noble lady correspond w ith the English genth*men P On this 
aia'oiiiit 1 did not smid a letter at the lime when you came 
this way. Now th(^ slate of allairs here is thus: — Outlie 
27tli Ztdiedja, Azoph ul Dowlah Lehadiir, without my 
Iviiowlialge, sent his owui anniils into my jaghire. I accord- 
ing y wrote several times lolMr. Aliddlelon on this business; 
I bat his stall was to the tnaity and writing of discharge. 
Why did \\o not negotiate in my favour? Mr. Middleton 
replied, the Nawah is the master. 1 wrote fretpiontly, but 
without etfect. Ifeing helpless, I ri'preseiit to you the state 
nf my affairs, that notwithstanding the existence of this 
treaty 1 have heeii treattal in this manner. It is usele.ss for 
nu‘ to stay here. WHiatever is, is a eoinpact ; whenever any 
one deviates from his compact, he meets with no credit for 
thi‘ future; and the light id* mine eyes, A/.oph ul Dowdah, 
^'roteiome that he had sent his own aumils intomy jaghires, 
Jnid would pay ready money from his treasury. Keifect ou 
Joy security for bis adhering to his future engagemeuts, from 
tbe consideration of his conduct under his past promises. 
I do not agree to bis ready money. Let me have my jagh'ro 
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as f;)!*inorly ; othorwiae, leaviiij^ this plaeo, T will wait oil yoU 
at l^enarcs, and thonce will go towards Shah Johan A bad, 
because he lias not adhered to his engagement. Send letter 
to Azoph III Dowlah, and to Mr, Middleton, and Hussein 
Keza Khan, and llyder Ik'g Khan, not to molest the 
Begum’s jaghire; and to let them remain as formerly with 
the Begum’s auinils. And it is here siisju'eted of nu^, that 
myaumil pluiideri'd the pi*o[)erty of M r. John (lordon. The 
case is this : IMr. John (lonltni arrived at Tanda, a jaghire of 
mine, lighting with the /.(‘luindars of Akberpoor, which 
belongs to the Khalseh. Aecordiiigly, IMr. John (1 onion 
liaviiig (*om(^ to I'aiida, myaumil ])erlonned \vhate\(*r appt‘r- 
tained ti» his duty. Alttu’wards Air. John (lordon wrote to 
me to siMid my ])(‘ople, that he might come with them to 
Fyzahad. J sent people aeeordingly to bring Mr. John (Jor- 
don ; and the said gentleman arrivcnl here in eum[)lete safety : 
and Mr. John (jlordon is now present. Ask liim yoursifll'of 
tlieso matters. Mr. John (lordon will represent matters in 
d<‘tail : the truth will then become kuow'u, bow^ ill-t’oumled 
the calumny is. Should you come hmv fur a lew days it will 
1)0 very w'ell ; and if not, I w ill wait on you ; and yiuir 
coming here is very necessary, that all my affairs may become 
arranged. And send a sp(‘(‘dy answer to my hdti'rs, and a 
letter to Azoph nl Dowlali, and Air. Middhdon, and llnss(‘iii 
Heza Kban, and Hydcr Ih'g Khan, on tbe snbji'ct of ceasing 
to mol(\st my jaghiivs ; and send me (M)nstantly news nt 
your health, for my ])eace of mind depends tlicrefin.” 

This letter was transmitted to Air. Hastings. 1 dc.siie 
your lordships will remark upon this letter, for it is a most 
important one indeed. It is hardly worth observing that all 
this correspondiMice caiiK^ out of the various trunks, of w hich 
your lordships have* already luaird ; and that this hotter is out 
of the trunk of Air. Hastings’s privato Persian seeretary and 
inter|)refer, Mr. Jonathan Seott. Now’, my lords, in this l(‘f- 
ter tlic're are several things Avortliy of your lordships’ obser- 
vation. The iirst is, that this woman is not conscious of 
having liver been accused of any n^belliou ; tbe only accusa- 
tion that (*ver came to her ears was, that (Captain (_lordoii 
said that hi.s hagg.‘ig(3 had been robbed by one of her auinils. 
She denies the < -utli of this charge; and she produces testi- 
monials of their noud behaviour to him j and, what is ih« 
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esB^^ntial point of all, she desires Mr. Hastings to apply to 
this Mr. John Gordon, and to know from him what truth or 
falsehood there is in that accusation, and what weight there 
is in the attestation she produces. “ Mr. Gordon is now 
present,’* says she, “ ask him yourself of these matters.” 
This reasonable request was not complied with. Mr. Gordon 
swears before Sir Elijah Impey to the robbery ; but he never 
inen.tioTis tluj paper ho liad written, in whic-h lie confessed 
that he owed his hfe to this V(Tv lady. iN^o inquiry was 
made into this matter. Goioiud Jlannay was then alive; 
Gapiain Gordon was alive, and she r(‘fcrs to him; yet that 
very man was sworn bedbre Sir Elijah Impc'v, and accuses 
liis prisoner. Did the prisoner at your bar make that attest- 
aticii known to the Jlcgums, whose letter at that very time 
was in his possession in JMr. Scott’s trunk — that very letter 
in which he is desired to make the inquiry from Ciiptain 
Gordon ? 

Mr. Hastings is acquainted with the facts stated by the 
Begums and with Captain Gordon’s accusation. Did he 
afterwards inform her of this accusation, or did he ask this 
Captain Gordon one question in India, where the matter 
might be ventilated? iVot one wonl, my lords; therefore 
we fix upon him fraud, d<‘ccit, and the production of false 
evidence, after the woman had desired to have the man 
win was the OYidenco against her examined upon the spot. 
Tin? he does not do, but witli miieli more prudence bo 
bri’jg.s him here. And for wliat ? To discredit his own 
tcsiimony and the written evidence. And how does he dis- 
credit them ? — There arc two of these papers which I bog 
leave to read to your lordsliipa. 

Copy of a letter to Jewar and Bcbnr Ali Khun, from Mr. 
Gordon : — Sirs. IVIy indulgent friends, remain uuder, &c. 
Ac. &c. After compliments, I have the j)leasure to inform 
you, that yesterday, having taken leave of you, I passed the 
night at Hoorgungc, and next morning about ten or eleven 
o’clock, through your favour and tonovolcncc, arrived safe at 
^iooudah. Mur Aboo Bubsh zemindar and Mur Kiistum 
Ally accompanied no.” 

“To what extent can I prolon.; the praises of you, my 
beneficent friends ? May the Supreme ileing, for this benign, 
compassionate, buinane action, have you in his keejung, and 
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•increase your pr(»perty, and speedily grant me the pleasure of 
an interview, until wliich time continue to favour me with 
friendly letters, and oblige me by any commands in my power 
to execute ; may your wislies be ever crowned Avitb succcs?* ! 
jVIy compliments,” SiC. «X:e. S^c. 

Copy of an address from JVFr. Gordon to the llegmn 
“ 1:5 eg urn Saib of exalted dignity and generosity, whom God 
])rescrve. After presenting the usual professions of servitude', 
<fcc. in the customary manm'r, my adelress is ])resen1ed.’* 

“Your gracious let ten*, in answer to the ]>etitioii of your 
servant, from Gooudali, exalted me. Frojii tlic cojitents, 1 
became unspeakably impn'ssed witli the honour it conferred. 
May the Almighty proh'ct that royal purity, and bestow haj)- 
])iness,incrcas(i of wealth, and pros])erity. Tlie wellai’C of your 
servant is entirely owing to your favour and bemcvolenee ; a 
few days have elapsed since L arrived at Gooudab, with the 
Colonel 8ail).” 

“This is ])n‘S('jd(‘d for your higliness’s information, I 
(dierish hopes from your generosity, that considering mt' in 
the light ofone(d‘your servants, always eoniinne to (‘xalt and 
honour me with your gracious letters. ]\lay the sun of pros- 
perity continually shine.” 

These ackiiowledgnieiils of the Ih'giim’s friendly disposition 
and services were eonc(‘aled when the charge' Avas made 
against tliis Avoman at LnckiioAv, before Sir Klijah Impcy. 
.1 wisli to impress tliis uj)oii your lordships’ miml ; and that 
before ]\Ir. J tastings h'ft lleiigal, in the trunk of ^lajor ^icotl, 
bis ])rlvat(; Persian interjireter, Avas this h'tter. Did he inalo^ 
that impiiry of Captain (jTordon ? No. Did he make tliat 
inquiry of Cohmel llaimay ? Hid Ih' make any impiiry inlo 
the matter alter his perusal of tlu'se letters; or did he give* 
this poor Avoinan any ojijjortuuity of t)hiaiulug justice against 
tliis Captain Gordon, a\ lio, after acknoAvledging that he owed 
his life to her iavour, ealniniiiatt's and traduces her to her 
utter diistnudion ? No; he ne\er did, and therefore lie is 
<*hargt'ahl(', and I eliarge him, Avilli everything that is Avroug- 
fnl in (-'aptaiii Gordon’s evideiiei'. 

^J'hese papers, Avhieb carry Avith them a clear refutation (?f 
Jill the charges Jigainst the Degums, are never once produced, 
though (’aptai ‘1 Gordon Avas referred to expressly for inquiry 
and Lxplauatiuii of the whole transaction, bv the woman her- 
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eio!f. You hoar iiothiiij^ ol* Ihein ; tliero is uo appearance of 
them ill the aiUdavita ; no siu*]i papers \v(to laid before Iho 
supremo council; none were transmitted to the court of di- 
rectors : but at last the House of Commons having come at 
the truth of this matter, Mr. Hastin'^s, not daring to deny 
the existence of these papers, brings Captain Gordon to bo 
examined here, in order to prove that ])apers which he had 
himself written were false. Is this to be tolerated? What 
will" your lordships think of a man that comes to attest his 
own infsiny, to declare that he Inis written papers eontaining 
falsehoods, and to invalidate the false li^stimony which ho 
had before given? Js he to he snlfiTod, I say, to come here, 
and (Midoavour to prove the ahsolutt^ falsity of his own dt^eds 
by his own evidimee ? 

I'he next point for your lordsliijis’ consideration is the evi- 
dence whii!]i ho |)r()dnees to prove tin? falsity of a jiaper writ- 
ten by himself. Why, In* himself is tlie sole evidence. And 
liow doi*s ho [)rove it ? Why, says In', tlu‘ n^ason of my writ- 
lii'; that letter tvas Ibis; she had simt a pi'rson with me as an 
(■s<*nrt, Jiiid this person was di‘sirous of reei'iving some proof 
iliat he had done his duty ; and, then‘lore, [ wrote a eom- 
jilaisant lelt<‘r. 1 m<‘anl nolhing by it. It was writtim mere- 
ly In suti^ty the mind nf the man. Now, is that tlie way in 
A\liieli I'onnai and sobmiu letters, wri ten upon great oceasions 
to i;rral p«'ople, art' to lie (*xj)laine( away? If he had said 
iiotiiing hnl — your ser\ant, sueh a one, has ilone his duty, 
— t'lir. explanation might pass, lint, you see, it has amdiier 
<•01 ipb'xien. It speaks of his owing his lilt*, to her. Hut if 
you admit that it is possible (for possibilities liave an un- 
known extent) that hi* wrote sueh a h'lter at sueh a time, 
and fur such a pur|)ose, and that the letter he wrote wair 
lid and that tin* falsity of tlie lettt*r is ]>r()ved ly his own 
It'sliinony, given in an alhdavit, whieh we have also reason 
to Ix'lieve is falsi*, your lordships must at the same t ime admit 
that it is one of tlie most complex ]>ieees of fraud and false- 
hood that I believe ever existed in the world. Ihit it is worse 
t!*.an all this. There is another letter, written some days after, 
w'hieli I will read to you, and w hich he has not pretended to 
say was written only to testify that a messenger had executed 
his eommission properly: — “Your gracious letter** (he tlmsi 
writes), “ in answer to the petition of your servant frcia 
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Oooudah, exalted me. From the eontents, 1 became nrt- 
bpeakably impressed witli the lioiumr it conferred. ’* 

My lords, this letter was not sent back by iT. messenf];er, in 
acknowledgment of his having done his duty; but was wrii- 
ten in consequciu^c of xi eorrespondenee in the nature <d* a 
])etition, for something or other, which he inatle to the lle- 
giim. That petition they have suppressed and sunk. It is 
plain, however, that tln^ petition had been sent, and was 
granted ; and therefore the apology that is inad() for the for- 
nnu’ letter does not apply to this leth'r, wliieh was written 
afterwards. 

Jlow then do they attempt to g(‘t rid of lliis diHieully ? 
AVhy, says Captain Cordon, “/Ae Colonel Saih (by whom 
was meant Colonel Jlannay) was not at Goondah, as stated 
in the letter, but at Suceara, about eighteen miles from it, ami 
therefore you ouglit not to pay much regard to this paper: ” 
but he does not deny the letter, nor was it possible for him 
to deny it. lie says, Colonel I Ian nay was not there; but 
how do we know whether Colonel Ilannay w'as tliere or jiot ? 
We have only his own word for it ; — but supposing lie was 
not there, ami that it was clearly proved that he >vas t‘ighteen 
mil(*s distant from it, IVIajor Naylor was certainly with Cap- 
tain Cordon at the time. JMiglit not his PiTsian scribe (lor 
ho docs not pretend to say ho wo'oie the hdler himself) tak(‘ 
Major Naylor for a colonel (for he was the superior oilicer to 
Captain Gordon), and think him the (\)lonel JSaib ? for erroi s 
of that kind may be committed in our ow n eoiuitry. lOvi rv 
day we may take a major for a lieutenant-colonel. This was 
an error that might easily have liappencd in such a case. He 
was in as high rank as Colonel Haiuiay, for Colonel Hannay 
at that time was only a major ; 1 do not believe eitlier of 
them was properly entitled to the name of Colom.d Sail). 1 
am ashamed, my lords, to be obliged to remark upon 
prevarication. Their ow n endeavours to get rid of their owe 
written acts, by contradictory evidence and false construc- 
tions, sufficiently clear these women of the crimes of wliicli 
tlu^y were accused ; and I may now ask the prisoner at your 
bar how be dares to ])roduce Captain Goidoii here- bow’ liu 
dares thus to insult the Peers — how he dares thus to insult 
the public justice of his country; after not having darcil 
i4) inquire upon the spot of this man to whom he was re- , 
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furred by lb3 Eogiuna, for an accoimt of tbia very traiis- 
a« r.ioii ? 

1 ho])(3 your lunlsliips liav(* got (Miougli rf ibis kind ofrvi- 
di'iicc. vMl ibo irst is of i]i(3 saiiio ludch and of ilio saino 
doscripiion ; inado np of nothing bnfc boavsays, cxcopt in ono 
particular only. This 1 sliall now mention to your lordships, 
(\)lonol Popham and another gentleman have told you that 
ni a- battle with Cheit iSing's forces, they took prisoners two 
’wounded nndj('cves, or swordsimm, and that these men told 
them that tliey W('rt* sent thereby tlio JVgunis : that they had 
got two rupees and two wounds ; but that they thouglit tw'o 
rup(‘es a bad eompejisation for two \v<mnds. 'fhese two men, 
with their two wounds and two rupees, had howev(‘r b(‘en 
dismissed. Tt does not appear ihat tliis accident was con- 
sidered ])y tlieso officers to be of eonsecpience enough to 
make them ever UiW ono word of it to jVfr. Hastings, though 
tl>ey knew he was collecting evidence of tlic disaffection of 
llie Eegnms, of all kinds, good, bad, and iiidiffiTcnt, from all 
sorts of persons. 

.My lords, I must beg leave to say a words upon this 
matter ; because 1 consider it as ono of the most outrageous 
\io!atioiis of your lordships’ dignity, and the greatest insult 
tlial was ever offered to a <‘ourt of j«isti<!e. A luidjeevc is a 
soldier arm(»d with a sword. Tt appears in cvidonco that the 
Nal ob had several corps of nudjeeves in his service ; that tiie 
IhM-ums l.ad some nudj('eves; ami ihat Colonel TTannayhad 
a. e< rps of nudji'cves. It is widl known ihat every prince in 
llindostan has soldiers of that description, in like manner 
])rohably as th(3 prinec's of l^iirope have their guards. Tho 
wlmle then amounts to this; that, a story told by t\vo men 
who were wounded in an action i;ir from the ]daee from 
\vliieh fh('y were sn])posed to come, who wm-e not regularly 
examined, not cross-examined, not (*V(Mi kept for examina- 
tion, and whose (*vid(‘nce was lu’ver reported, is to be a rea- 
son why you are to helievt* that these P>egiims were concerned 
u I r. rebellion against tludr son, and desm-vj'd to forfeit all 
Ihcir lands and goods, and to sutler tlu‘ imlignitios that wo 
have stated. 

Aly lords, I «am really’ ashamed to mention so scandalous a 
thing ; but lot us ])iit a ease, let us sii|)|)oso that we had ac 
cpsed Mr. Hastings of instigating tin' Itajah of JJerar to ffl!) 
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upon some of the' coiiiitiy po\\4*r.s ; and iliai tho Dvidenoe 
produced at your bar to prove it was, that an ofiicer luic* 
taken two iiudjecvcs, wlio declared they were instif^ated by 
Mr. Hastings to go into the service of that Jtajali. C^onld 
you bear such a thing ? would you sulfer such evidence to he 
produced ? or do you think that we should have so little re- 
gard for our own repuialion, as to A'enture to produce suidi 
evidence before you P >\gain we have eliarged Air. Jlaslings 
with eormniting several a(dvS r)f violence against the Heguriis. 
Let us suppose our proof to be, that two pi'rsons who never 
appcai’cd befort' nor since, that two gnniadlers in Lnglisli 
uniforms (which would be a great dt‘al stronger than tia' 
ease of tlie nudjeeves, because tiuy have no particular uuifonn 
belonging to tla'in), that two English gri'uadii'rs, 1 say, had 
been taken prisoners in some action and let go again, who 
said tliat Mr. Hastings had instigated them to make war 
U|)ou the Hegums, woidd your lordships sulfer such evidence 
to be produced before you ? No; and yet two of the lirst 
women in India an* to be stripped of all they hav^^ in tin* 
world upon iu» belti*r evidence than that which you wouhl 
utterly rej(*ct. 

You would not disgrace the llritish j>e(‘rag4‘, you would 
not disgra<*e this court of justiei*, you would not disgra<*c 
human reason itself, hy couliscatiug on such evidence the 
meanest property of the meanest wrote]]. You would not 
subject to the smallest line for the smallest delinquency, np«Mi 
such evidence. J will venture, to say that in an action of 
assault and battery, or in an action for the smallest sum, sim Ii 
<*videm*e would l>e scouted as odious and contemptible, even 
supposing that, a j)erleet n*liaiu*e. might be placed upon itH 
truth. And yet this is tin; sort of evith'iice upon which the 
j)ropcrty, the dignity, and the rank of some* of the tirst |)cr' 
sons in vVsia an; to he destroyed; by which ji Jlritish guar- 
anlee and the honour and dignity of tlu3 crown of (ireat Ib’i- 
tain, and of the parliament itself which sent out this man, are 
to be forfeited. 

Observe, besides, my lords, that the two swordsmen said 
they were sejit by the lioguins. Now they could not be sent 
by tin* Jh‘guc- ; m their own person. 'J’his was a thing i^* 
ludifi impossible. Tin;/ might, indeed, have been sent hv 
jewf^r gild llcliarAli Kbau: ami iheu we ask again, 1“^'^ 
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paiiK' tln'sc! ministers not io 1 )l* oullcd <0 nn ncronnt at t ])0 
time ? why Avoro tlioy not railed upon lor llieir ninster-rolls 
of these nudjeeves ? No; these men and women siiHer Iho 
penalty, but they never hear tlui accusation nor the evidence. 

13ut to proceed with llie evid('nce of this pi*eteiided rebel- 
lion. Captain AVillianislias told your lordsliips, tliat he onco 
had a ^reat niniiber of lelt(‘rs and ])apers to j)i*()ve lliis rebel- 
lion of tln^ Ib'jrnms. But he deelanvs tliat he has lost all 
these Iett('rs. A seandi was onlm’cd to he made in J\Ir JJast- 
in/^-s’s record -otlice, calh'd a tnink; and aeeoidijii;ly in the 
trunk is found a jiaper worlhy of sncli a place anil sncli a 
cause, ^fhis letter, which lias been made use of to criminate 
the Ih'^nms, has not their names ment iuiied, nor is there any 
possibility of their beinj^ inelnded in it. J^y tins pajior wliieh 
is pn‘s(‘rved you may judi^e of the whole of the papers that 
are lost. Such a letter, 1 believe, was never before brought 
as evidence in a court of justice. Jt is a letter said to have 
been intercepted, and is as follows : 

‘‘ 'IV the most noble ^ * whose prosperity be ever- 

lasting^. Jt is represi'id ed that thi' aiii;nsl Ihirwjmali (eoin- 
mand) having completed his hononrahl(‘ arrival on lh(‘ IGlli 
of the ?noaih in the evenin*^, hii^hly exalted me ; it is ordered 
that 1 shoidd charge J\ledepori‘(* and the oilier enrolled sepoys 
he-onirin^r to my district, and take bonds from tluan that none 
of (hem ^o for siTviee to the Jvajah ; and that wlien four 
hendied or hvo hundred men, nudjeeves and otliers, are col- 
lected, 1 should send them tt) the presenci', aceordinpj to the 
order 1 have written to I’rejnnekar Shah Jvehemet UJla, who 
is in Bhuoajiai’ah, ehar;^in^ him to take bonds from them ; 
and tliat whatevi’r sepoys tit tor siTvii’o are eolieeted, he 
sheuld send to the pn'senei*. As at tiiis t ime the wind i.s 
contrary, the si‘povs will not * * * without travollinjj^ 
char^u's; for 1 have learnt from a lidter jirevionsly received 
from JJnjnnekar Sliah Jbdieinct TJllali, tliat tlie people there 
?lso are badly inclined ; liy the grace of iJod, the nmdterablo 
glory shall be ^ * * ^'*^ * Zoban Beg and tlio nudjeeves who 
were in the fort of Aueelah have gone olf to Gooniekpore.” 

This is a letter of somebody or other, employed by some- 
body or other for tlie recruiting service ; it should seem by 
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the word preyoiico,” Bouichoch' ciiiploycMl In enlijsiiiip; forces 
for the Nabob. TIic charge against Ihc Jh'gnin was, that she 
liad joined witli the rebellious rajahs to exterminate her 
son’s governinent and the English iidlnonce in that country. 
In this very ])aperyon see that the soldiers entering into that 
service, and otlieers ^^ho arc to contract for soldiers, are ex- 
pressly bound not to join the rajahs ; and tliis tliey produce 
as proof that the Ih'giiins had joiiU‘d tlie rajahs, and had 
joined tliein in a rcla'llion for the ])nrpose of exterminating 
their son, in tlic iirst instance, and the English afterwards. 

Tliere is anolher circumstance which makes their own acta 
the refutation of tlu ir false pretences. This letter says that 
the country is disailecled, and it numliona tlie ill-disposed 
])arts of the country. Now we all know that the country 
A\as ill-disposed ; and we may therefore eoneliule this pa])t*r 
was written by, and addressed to, some ])erson who was em- 
ployed against the persons so ill-disposed ; namely, tl»e very 
rajahs so mentioned before. Tlu‘. prisoner’s counsel, after 
producing this papt.T, had tlm candour to declare that they 
did not sec what use eould he made of it. No, to he sure, 
they do not see what nse ean he made f)f it for their cause ; 
but T see the use that can be made of it against their cause. 

I say that the lost ])ap<‘r.s upon which they do so much insist 
<!eserve no consideration, when the only paper that they ha\(? 
preserved operates direct ly against thorn ; and t hat therotVm; 
we may safely in hi’, that, il'wi; had the ri’st of the contdils 
of this trunk, we should probably timl them make as strongly 
against them as tliis ])apor docs. You have no n’ason to 
judge of them otherwise tiiaii by the specimen ; for how' can 
yon judge of wliat is lost but from what remains? 

The man who hid tlu’s(; papers in his trunk never under- 
stood om^ word of tlie Persian language, and consequently 
was liable to every kind of mistake, even though he meant 
W’ell. Eut wlio is tin's man? \V"hy it is ( aptain Williams, 
the mail who in his affidavits never mcMitioiied the Eegunis 
without mentioning Haadit i\li. It is (’aptaiii AVilliaiiis 
whom we charge to liave murdered a principal man of the 
country by his own hand, without law or legal process. It 
18 Captain Williams, one of tliose Jlritish ollieers wdiom Jlr. 

J fastings state! to be the post.s of the country. Tin's is the 
man \> ho coiims Ii<‘n* as evidence* against these* women, 
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produces this monstrous paper. All the evidence tlicy liad 
]»roduced to you amounts to no more than tliat sucli a man 
Iwlievesi such a man hmrd of somethinq : and to close the 
A\liole of this hearsay account, 8ir Elijah Tmpey, who always 
comes ill as a sii|)plein(*nt, declares that no man doubted of 
•llic exisicnce of this rebellion and of the guilt of the Begums, 
any more than of the rebtdlioii of 1715 ; a comparison which, 

1 must say, is, by way of evidence, a litile indecorous in a 
cin’ef justice of .1 ndia. 

Your iordshi])s are sunicitmtly acijuainb'd with Ihc history 
of that rebellion to know, that when Lord Lovat was tried 
at Ibis bar, the proceedings against him were not founded on 
se<*ond-hand hearsay, 'fho existence of the rebellion oi 
1715 was proved, notwithstanding its notoriety; but neither 
not<»riety nor ])roof would have signified anything, if Lord 
LoMit’s participation in it had not been brought homt'tohim 
dir('ctly, personally, and jiarticularJy. Yet a chief justice, 
sent to India to repr(‘seiit the saered majesty of the crown of 
England, lias gone so far as to say at your bar, that no more 
doubt could be entertained of the existciua' either of the re- 
bellion or the guilt of the llogums, than of the rcb(‘Hion in 
1715. Besides, lu' forgets that be bimsidf carried the order 
tn e(iidiseat(' tliese ])e(»ple’s pro[)(’rty witliout any trial what- 
ever. But this is the way of proeeialiug by an EiUglish chief 
justi. e in India a cliief justici' w ho liad rendered liimself 
the instniT.ieiit, the h'lter-carrier, tiu* messengei — 1 liad 
aliiK st .Slid, th(* exeeut inner of j\Ir. Il!i>lings. 

Eroin this view of tiie whole matter, your lordships will 
form an estimate of tiu* s[>irit of Indian goveriinient and In- 
dian justice. But to blow away and to put au end to all 
their false ])ret('ne('s, their hearsays, and talks of iindjeeves 
and wounds and the lilu*, I ask who is tlu‘ tirst w itness that 
we have produced upon this oecasitui ? It is t!ie Nabob him- 
t>cll, negativing all llu'se ])retenees. Did be ladieve them ? 
Not a word from liini of any rebellion actual or suspected. 
‘Sir Elijah Jmpey indeed said that lie was obliged to wheel 
round and to aNoid that dangeious jilatu b\zabad. Ilia 
trieiids urged him to this.— Eor (Jotrs sake, say they, have a 
n'vereiid care of your saered person ! What xvill become of 
the justice of India? AVhat wull become of the natives, if 
yon, their legitimate pT'otector, sliiudil fall into tlu* hands of 
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<lies(* wicked ri'bellious women ai Fyziibad ? J5ni aUboiip;k 
the chief jiiatico does this, the jVabob, whoso deposition is 
paid to be the iirst obj 3ct of this rebellion, takes leave of IS r. 
Ifastinga at the very moment wlieii it is raging in the Iiigii- 
est possible degree, and gallops into its very focus. 

And under what circumstances does be do this ? ITc b:id‘ 
brought some considerable forces with him. No man of his 
rank in that country ever goes without them. lie left a pari; 
of these forces with ]\lr. Hastings, no'twithstanding lie was 
going into the centre of the rebellion. Tie then w(mt on 
with a corps of about a thousand horse. Tie even left a ])art; 
of these with Mr. IMiddlebm, and galloptnl, attended by a few 
horse, into the vt'rv eajiital, where' the Jiegnms, we are told^ 
had ten thousand arnu'd men. llci put himself into their 
power, and not satislic'd with this, the; very first thing we 
hear of him after his arrival is, that \m) paid his inotlier a 
friendly visit. Tims rushing into the den of a lioness who 
was going to destroy her own whel|). Is it to Ihj creditt'd, 
my lords, that a princes would net thus who believed that a 
conspiracy was formed against him by his own inotlnn*? Is 
it to be credited that any man would trust a mothiT who, 
contrary to all the rules of natiin^ and [adicy, liad conspiiM il 
to destroy her own son ? 

Upon this matter your lordships have th(' (‘vidi'uee of (’ap- 
tain Edwards, who was aide-d('-camp to the Nabob, who was 
about bis person, his attendant at Chuuar, and his alt(‘iulaiit 
back again. 1 am not producing this to e.vculpate the Ih- 
gnins ; — for I say you eannot try them li(*re ; yon have nor 
the parties b(Toi*e you ; they ought to have been tried on tlio 
spot; — but 1 am going to dcmojistrale the iniquity of tins 
abominable ])lot be 3 '()nd all doubt, for it is m.ressary your 
lordships should know the length, breadth, anil depth of this 
mystery of iniquit y. 

Captain Edw'ards being asked '‘Whid-her he ever heard 
any native of eredit and autliority in the Nabob’s ilominiojis, 
who ai)peared to beliiwc the rebellion of the Eegums?- >f- 
No, 1 never did. Q. Have you any reason to believe that 
the Nabob gave credit to il ? I really cannot rightly 
presume to say wlietlier the Nabob did or did not; but I a/a 
apt !o believe ibat be did not. Q, Have you any reason, a 
wdiat, to form a belief *about iif — I have. 1 think if h9 



WAllHKN II ASTI NOS, ESQ. 


2.15 


Bnpposocl llic n‘l)t‘llii)n evor rxistiM i\t Fyziibad, Iio would 
]i:ivo tho first jHM’soii to take and give the alarm to the 
Jiritish troo|)a. Q, And no such alarm was taken or given 
to the Jb’itish troops? — A. No, 1 think not; as I was always 
about his person and in the camp, 1 think J certainly must 
have known it or heard of it; but J nev(‘r did.’* 

AV(? assure your lordships you will find upon your j)rinfed 
mimitcs, lhat Ca])taiu Edwards says he was <;rc(lil)ly inforiiuMi 
that tho Nabob left behind him a part of his guard of hor.>c ; 
and that so desirous was he to go into Ihe pow(M* cd’ f his cruel 
lioness, his mother, lhat he ad\niH-cd, as lu^ is a vigorous 
man, and a bold and spirited rider, leaving all his guards be- 
hind him, and rode belbre them inln tlu‘ middli' of I'vzahad. 

There is some more evidence to tlui same purpose in an- 
swer 1o the question ])ut next to that, which 1 read Ixdbre. 

“ Q. When you <lid hear of the rebellion, did not you un- 
d('rstand it to have be(m alleged that one ol)ject of it was to 
di'tlu’one tluj Nabob himself, as well as to extirpate tlie Eng- 
lish ? -A. 1 understood that the intention of the prineessi‘s, 
th(' Eegums, was to extirpate the English troops out of th(^ 
<‘ouulry and out of those dominions, and lilanvise to deposit 
her son, and set aiiotlu'r son, who seems to have been a great- 
er fivonrite of that family, upon the tlu'one, iu tiie room of 
th(' j)reseni Nabob, and that son's name is Saadit Ali. 
I hive only heard this from re]K)rt. I have no other know- 
led';e !)ut mere report. J undei'stood from the report, she 
wa. to extirpate the English, and ih‘j)os(‘ h(*r son, who is now 
111)011 the throne. Q. Was it aftm* or before the seizing of 
tht! treasun?s, that yon heard a circumstantial account of tho 
sup-posed object of tin' rebellion? — A, Tin* ri'])ort was more 
general after the si'izing of the tn'asures ; hut yet there werc^ 
reports prevailing ill the jndghboiirhood, that our troojiswero 
Heiit there iu consequence of fhe charge that was made bv 
Colonel Jlaiinay and some of bis oHicers, of a rebellion exist- 
'^’g then at Eyzabad, or having existetl, I cannot rightly say 
^vhich. Q. AVas that riqiort after the (nder for the troops 
to inarch to Eyzabad ? — A. Jt was more gmieral, it was veiy 
general then when the troops did mareli there, and more 
general after the seizing of the tn-asures, Q. AVlieii did 
the troops first march ? — A. It was some time in the month 
vf iJnnwy, 1 believp in the yenr J782. (^. Awhile you 
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wa» wiili tbc jS'iibob in passing from Ijiicbnow io CMiiinar, 
niul wliilo you was willi bim, or ibc army niiurning from 
Cbuiiar, did yon ibcii, out of wbolo army regular or irn . 
gular, ever boar of any rej)ort of tbe Jk^^gums being in rebei- 
Jion ? "ji. No ; 1 do not r(M*ollcct I ever did. Q. Upon eross- 
eiamination— do you recollect at wbat time in August, 1781, 
you left Lucknow to proceed wiib tbc Nabob to Chiniar ? — . 

No; I cannot rightly mention the date; all that i know 
is this, that 1 accompanied tbc Nabob, Mr. IMiddleton, and 
his attendants all the way from Liurkiuiw to Chnnar; - I 
really cannot n'coliocl, 1 havt' jio notes, and it is so distant 
a time since that I do not recollect the paHiculars of the 
month or the day; hut I recollect perfectly ] accompanied 
the Nabob all th(^ way from JiUcknow to Chnnar, and 
turn('d again wilb him until he striudc otf on the road for 
Uyzabad.” 

Your lordships s(‘e plainly the whole of this niaticr ; when 
they had resolved to seize the Ih'giims’ treasures, tluw propa- 
gated this report just in proportion to tbidr acts. As tlu*y 
procei.'ded, the report grew hotter and hotter. This man 
tells you when it was that the propagation of this report first 
began, when it grew hot, and wdnm it was in its greab'st 
beat. He tells y<^H that nut one native of credit in t!t(^ 
eountry beliiwed it ; that be did not think tluj Nabob himself 
believed it; and be gives a reason that sjx'aka for itself, 
]iam(‘ly, that b(‘, tlie Nabob, would have been tbe first man 
to give the alarm if lie belioviMl in a rebidlion, as be was to 
be the object of it. 

lie says tln^ Lnglisb wimm* the jirincipal spreaders of the 
report. It was in fact a wicked ri*port propagated by Air. 
Aliddleton and the English agmits, for the purpose of justify- 
ing their iniipiitons spoliation of the Eegums. 

This is th(} inaniim* in which the matter stands upon the 
ground of ridndlion, with tlie exc(ij)iion of Alajor (lili^in’s and. 
IlyderBeg Khan’s testimony. This hist man wo have provnl 
to have been kept; in his oHice by Mr. .Hastings’s influence, 
and to have been entirely under Ids govm’ii merit. AVhcii 
this dependant comes ttj give his attestation, he gives a long 
account of all the pi’occedings of Cheit Sing’s rebellion, witli 
whiel’ the rein dioii charged on the Begums was supposed to 

coincident ; and ho ends it very remarkably — that hi^ fclli^ 
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the whole trntli, and notliint^ hiii tlio trntlu 13nt it is also 
remarkable, that even this llyder Be^ Khan never inejilions 
by name the n'bellion ot* tlio Bef^iims, nor says tliat he (‘ver 
heard a word about it ; a strong ])root‘ that he did not dare, 
in the lace ol* his country, to give countenance to such a 
falsehood. 

IMajnr (}ilj)in’s evidence leaves not evt'ii tin? shadow of a 
pretence for this charge, lie liad llu^ Begums and llu'ir 
euniichs under his custody for a full y('ar ; lu; was strictly 
ordcr(‘d to Avatch tlunn and to guard thmn, and during all 
that lime Ik; lived at Kyzabad. lie was the man who com- 
manded the troops; who had all the witness(‘s in his ])OW(*r ; 
who had daily access to all parties at Fyzabad ; and who, 
moreover, was a person attached to Mr. Hastings in the 
strongest manm'r. 

Voiir lordships will now be j)leased to hear read to yon 
tliis part of Major (Jilpin’s evidciK*e : — Jlad you any 
opportunity of knowing the character of the Begums, and 
whether tliey were disaffected to our government ? — A, 1 had 
a very good opport\inity of knowing, from the (*ircumstanco 
of my jiaving eoinmaiuled so long there; tlu; elder Bc'gum, 
it was g(*nerally niuh'rstood (ami 1 have reason to believe), 
Avas di:.a(l\*cted to our government; and my sentiimmts of 
h(‘rt onduct stand recorded in my correspondence to the court 
of L\K know to that idlcct ; but Avitb respect to the Bow Be- 
gum, 1 accpiit her entirely of any disatfect ion to our govern- 
men‘, so far .as comes to my knoAvlcd go ; appearances Avero 
for ^ome time against her, but on cool, dclibcrati; iiupiiry, I 
found there Avas no ground for supj)osing her guilty of any 
ivbcllious principles, at the time of Cheit Bing’s rebellion. 
Q. AVhetber that, according to your belief, is not your pre- 
5^ent opinion? — A. I think I Ikiac answered that very full}’', 
that it Avas uj)on those vtay principles that I diil form aii 
opinion of her innocence ; how far they are justifiable or 
right, I will not take upon me to s.ay uptm oath ; there Avas 
no one circumstance that came to my knowledge during iny 
rcrsidenco at Fyzahad, or my resichmee in India, that I would 
wish to Avitldiold from your lordships. (J. Vou state here, 
ypon cool, chdiberate impiiry ; Avbat Avas that cool, deliberate 
nupiiry ?— y|. That cool, deliberate inquiry was the conversa- 
tions i bad Avith the miiiislcrs and the people of Fyzahad, 
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HU(1 tlu^ letters from herself expressing her innoeenee ; and 
it appeared to me from those letters tliat she j-cally was our 
friend and ally.*' 

The same witness goes on afterwards to say : — “ Q. I in- 
derstood you to say, that originally the report prevailed with 
respect to both the Jhigums, but that you was induced to alter 
that opinion with respect to the younger Begum, in conse- 
quence of jMr. (lordon’s letters and the intelligence of some 
of her ministers and other ptTsoiis ; were not those other 
])ersons in the int('rest of the younger Begum ? — y/. Jn g(‘- 
neral tlie town of Fyzahad wert* iu ht*r interest. Q. In what 
S(;nse do you mt‘au gtMierally iu her interest ; were the per- 
sons you eonvers('(l with iiH'rely those who were in her ser- 
vice and houscdiold, or tlie iniialntanls of Fyzabad iii geiua-- 
al ? -yl. lh)th ; I held conversations with hotli hm* own body 
servants and the inhabitants of Iluj city, [/i little tower 
(town in. the tiamepa</(\\ What jIo you nu'an by the' word 
riibellion, as a[)plie(l to the llegnms ; in what s(‘ns(^ do you 
use it F -A. Ill I’aisiiig troops and in other acts of rebellion, 
iu the common aeeejitatiou of tiui word. Q. Against wlioni ? 
- - Against the Nabob’s goV(‘ruim‘ut ami tlu‘ Ih’itisli gn- 
/(MMimeut jointly ; hut 1 beg to know' tlu* part ieiilar t ime and 
(ureunistaiiee the (pu‘stiou alludes to. Q. I umh‘rsland smi 
l») have said, you understood tlu; (dder ih'gum was in a con- 
stant state, of rebellion ; iu what s«*nse do you use tlu; woitl 
r(;hellion r’ did you say tlu* elder Jh‘gum was iu a constant 
state of re))(*lli<m ? -A, J always uiulerstood her to he dis- 
atfeeti'd to the lOnglish gov«*nnm*nt ; it might not lx; a junpi r 
expression of mini;, tlu; word rebellion. Q. Do you know 
of any act by the elder Ih'gnin against the Vizier? . 7-. 1 
cannot state any. Q. Do you kiiow^ of any act wdiicli you 
call rebellion, ecimmittcxl by the elder B(‘gum against tlu; 
Coiiijiany ? — A. 1 do not know- of any particular (dreumslaiu i*, 
only it was gc'iierally sup[)Osed that she was disallccttul lu 
the Company. Q. What acts of disallc<;tiou or hostihl/^ 
towards the English do you allmle to, when you speak ol 
the eonversaiiou of the world at the time ? — A, I have au- 
Bwered that question as fully as I can, that it was jiothing 
but (umversaliou, that [ knew' of no particular act or deed 
myself.” 

man then declares as vour lordships have heardi 
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t(iat iit)on cool, Uclib(‘nilo inquiry iiwu.ti at Fyzabad from all 
tlio iiiliabilanta, he did not believe in the existence of any 
rebellion. That as to tlie How Ih'^^nin, the grandmother, who 
was a ])crs'jii that could only be charged with it in a second- 
ary degree, and as conspiring with the othfT, he says, ho 
.hnows no lacts against her; except that at the battle of 
Hiixar, in the year 17()t, she had used some odd expressions 
concerning the English, who were Hnm at war with her son, 
Sujali Dowdah. Tliis w'as long before we had any empire or 
])n‘tence to empire in that part of India; tliendbre the ex- 
])ressi()n of a rehidlion, which he had us(‘d with regard to her, 
was, he acknowledg(?d, improper; and that ho only meant he 
had formed some opinion of lier disaileej ion to the English. 

At to the Ih'gum, he positively acquits her of any rebel- 
lion. Jf he tlu'relbre did n(»t know' it, who was an active 
olliccr ill the vi'ry eenlre of the alh'ged rebellion, and who 
was in possession of all thi^ pm’sons trom wluim information 
was to be got, who had tht^ (‘unindis in prison, and might 
liavt* eharged tbem with this rehidlion, and might have ex- 
aiiiimalaml eross-j'xamined them at his pleasure ; if this man 
kiHwv notliing about it, your lordsliijis will juilge of the false- 
hood of this w'i(d\ed rumour, s[)read about from hand to hand, 
and whiidi was eircnlated by [lerstins who at the same time 
liave declnrc<l that they nevtT heard of it, before vSir Elijah 
lnqr‘y went up into tin* eoiintry, tlie messeng(M*of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s ord< rs, to sei/a^ tht^ ireasuri's of the Hegnms, and coni- 
mis.‘ ioned to procure evidence in justilicat iou of that violence 
and robbery. 


I now go to another yixrt of this evitleiiec. There is a 
pi rsoii tliey eall lloolas Koi ; a man in the employment of 
1 lie resident, l\lr. IMiddlet (m. The gmitlemen w ho are eounsel 
for the prisoner have exelaimed, — Oh ! lu^ was nothing but a 
news writer. What! do you take any notiee of him? 
I our lordships w'ould imagine that the man whom they treat 
io this manner, and whose negative eviileneo they think fit 
to despise, was no better tlian tlie writers of those seandaloua 


pjiragraplis wdiieh are published in our daily papers, to mis- 
io])ivsent the proceedings of this court to the public. But 
’vvho in fact is this lloolas Koi, whom tlu'y represent, for the 
coiiyenioiicc of the day, to bo nothing but a news wu*iter? 
1 will j'oad to your lordships a etter from Major iVaylor to 
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Colonel Jaques, commanding the second battalion, 20tli fcg\. 
incnt. 

“ Sir, — Hoolas lioi, the person appointed by the Nabob thi 
transacting the business for whicli the troops are required 
here, will hold constant communication and intercourse with, 
you ; and as he is instructed and acquainted with the best 
method to accomplish this business, Mr. Middleton requests 
implicit attention to bo paid to what he may from timo to 
lime repH'seiit inspecting tim ])risoin*rs, or the business on 
which he is employed ; in short, as he is the person nomiji« 
ated by the Nabob, he wishes lloolas Jh>i to be considered in 
the same light as it' he himself was present.’* 

Mr. ^Middleton, in a letter to Lieutenant Francis Kutledge, 
writes thus of him : “ ISir, — When tliis note is delivered to 
you by lloolas lioi, I have to desire that you order the two 
prisoners to be put in irons, kt^eping them from all food, Ac., 
agreeably to my instructions of yesterday.** 

You will first see in how conrulontial a manner lloolas 
Uoi was employed, and in what light he was held. That he 
>Nas employed to carry some instructions which do not indeed 
appear, but wer<^ accompanied by an order from Mr. Middle- 
ton. “ When these instructions shall come to you, to j)iit 
those prisoners in irons and keep tluan without food,** Ac. 
I’lie Begums say, without food and water. Et cetera are 
words of largo import — but he was “ to keep tliem without 
food, &c., agreeably to my instructions of yesterday.’* This 
was a pretty general warrant for suilerings. This Iloolaslloi, 
this mere news writer, was not only intrusted with this war- 
rant, but Mr, Middleton declares him to be a person who was 
to be received there, and to represent the Nabob, and very 
justly too ; for he, Mr. Middleton, was undoubtedly the real 
Nabob of the country. The man therefore, whom they talk 
of in this contemptuous manner, in order to make slight ot an 
observation we made, and which 1 shall make again, and 
whom they aflect to consider as a mere paragraph- monger i a 
some scrandalons newspaper, was a man vested by Mr. Mid- 
dleton with niithority equal to that of the Nabob hiinseli. ^ 

Mr. Hastiijgs not only thought I:im cf consequence ciicu^a 
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(o be a witiiesa to the tieverities used on tlie ministers of tbe 
Beirnms, but ho considered that he would afterwards bo a tit 
witness to the rebellion. 1 pray your lordships to mark this 
— ho sent for this lloolaa Itoi (who is now nothing but a 
Tiiero paragraph-monger), — he sent for him from Fyzabad to 
. Henares— a pretty long journey ; and at last caused him to 
be examined bedbro Sir Elijah Impt'y. lie has, however, 
simUJiis cvideiieo; a suppression which is stnuigly in favour 
of Iho Ih'gums, and eipially strong against their accuser. 
Hero W(» have a man who was iid rustl'd with all their or- 
ders ; who represented tlie English governnii'iit ; who rojire- 
seiited the Nabob’s government ; this man is sent for by IMr. 
Hastings; he gives his dejiosilions before Sir Elijah Impoy; 
ami (he deposition so given is not lobe found either upon 
the Company’s reeonl, in Sir Elijah Impey’s trunk, iii Jona- 
tlia'i Scott’s trunk, nor in any other plai'o whatever. The 
r\ldenee of a witness who could spi'ak most clearly, as pro- 
liahly h(3 did, and most decisively upon this suliject is siiidc. 
d’hey snppri'ss, and dare not jiroduce, the alliilavit of the man 
Miin was at the bottom (»f every secri't of botli governments, 
'flu y liad the folly to let you kmnv, obliipiely, that he had 
l>een sent, for by IMr. Hastings, but they conceal the inform- 
ation ohiained from him ; a silence more damning than any 
[insitive evid»'ne(3 could bi*. You have hi're. a jiroof of thi'ir 
prac'ice of producing such evidence only as they thought 
Jno.>’ fivoniable t«) their wicki'd purposes, in the destruction 
<'f this -reat and ancient family. 

lint all the Englisli, thev sav, believed in the e.\ist«'nee of 
this rebellion, d’his we deny. JMr, Eurliug, who was resi- 
<leid the year before its pretemled explosion, has told you 
Hiat. he never knew of anything like a. plot carrying on hy 
thi'sc women. We were almost ashamed to put the quest ioii 
to him. J3i(l Mr. Brist ow', the next resident, know’ or believe 
this plot? Me si'i'in.s. indeed, to have bei*n induced to 
give some oblique hints to Mr. Hastings of improper conduct 
on the ])art of the Begums, but without stating what it was. 
lo a letter to Mr. Hastings, he appears to endeavour to soften 
the cruel temper of this iullexiblc man, by going a little way 
■;''ith him, by admitting that he thmiglit they had behaved 
impropi ily. When Mr. Wombwi 11, aunt tier resident, is asked 
whether any Englishman doubted of it, lie says, Mr. Bribtow 
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doubted of it. ]Vo one indeed who reads these papers can 
avoid seeing that Mr. Jiristow did not believe one word of jt j 
no more, in fact, Ibau did Mr. Hastings or anybody else. 

Tbit, my lords, let us go from these inferior agents and 
servanis of the Company to their biglicr officers. Did M r. 
Stables believe it ? This gimllcman was INlr. Hastings’s col- 
league in the council, a man of as much honour, I really la*- 
lieve, as ever went to India ; a faitliful old servant of tlM^ 
C 'Ompany, and vmy worthy of credit. 1 believe there is not 
a spot upon iiim during all his long service under the Coin- 
j)auy — if any, it is his being a little too obseijiiioiis, soim*- 
times, to j\lr. Hastings. Did he believe it ? No, he did not ; 
and yet be was one of the persons authorized to investigait; 
it coolly, and most able to do so. Upon the whole, then, the 
persons who best knew the state of the country did not be- 
lieve it; the JSabob did not believe it; the Degums were 
never chargi'd witli it ; no ground of suspicion is sugg(\sted, 
except loose rumours and the story of two muijei^ves. Under 
these eirt.'umslaiices the treasures of tbi'so ancient l.ulies weir 
seized, their property confiscated, and the Nabob draggvi! 
most reluctantly to this act. Yes, my lords, this poor, ini>- 
erablc victim was forced to violate all the laws of nature, ail 
decency, all property ; to rob bis own mother for the bi'iiclit 
of Mr. IJastings. All this ho was forced to do, he was made 
the reluctant instriummt of punishing his mother and graud- 
inotlier for a ]dot of which evmi their accusers do not pn - 
teiid to say that the parties accused I lad ever received any 
intimation. 

My lonls, in forming your judgment upon this nefarious 
proceeding, your lordships will not fail to advert to the funda- 
mental principles, the acknowledged maxims, and estaldislicil 
rules of all jiidgiiient and justice, — tliat conviction ought to 
precede execution; that trial ought to precede conviction; 
and that a prosecutor’s inforiiiatiou and evidence ought to he 
the preliminary st6}p ainl substance of the trial, llereevciy- 
thing was reversed : {Sir Elijah Impey goes uj) w'itb tlio order 
for execution ; the ])arty accused is neither arraigmul nor 
tried. This same Sir Elijah then proceeds to seek for wit- 
nesses and to take afiidavits, and in the mean time neither the 
Nabob, the ostensible prosecutor, nor his mother and grand- 
mother, the parties accused, knew one word of the matter. 
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Fiiil possibly .some juvaliarity in (lie (*iiciini,s<aiiccs of tlio 
riMuliMvtl suoh a proffodin*^ iircfssnry, ami may jusiiiy 
it. No Jsiicli pociillariiy lias boon proved or even alleged; 
nay, it is in the liigliest degree* iirijirobable that it could have 
existed. IMr. Hastings liad another ojiportiinity ot* doing 
himself justice ; when an account td‘ tins business was trans- 
mitted 1o Ihc court oi* directors, they ordered him to iiujuiro 
into' it : and your lordsliijis will see what Ik* did in conse- 
(pieiice of this onh'r. Your lordshijis w ill then judge of the 
extr(‘me audacity of the d(‘fence which hi; has made of this 
act at your bar, alter having refused to ijistitnle any impiiry 
into it, altbough be bad tbe positive order of tbe eonrt of 
dire'dors, and was in tlie place where iliat inquiry could bo 
made etlect iially, and in the ]dace where the unforliinate 
wuimai eonld Imve an o])portnnily of clearing themselves. 

1 will first read to yonr lordships an extract from the h‘tter 
of till* court of directors to the hoard at (Calcutta; dated the 
1 llh of lu hniary, 17Sd. 


Jly ilio sei'oiid article of the ti’eaty [of Clmiiar'l iho 
Niihoh is permiltcd to i*csume such jagliiros as he shall think 
proper, with a ri*s(‘rve, that all such jaghirdars, for the 
aiuomiL of whose jaghires (Ik* (’omptiny an* guarantees, shall, 
in < ase of a resumption of their lands, ho [)aid the amount 
of ’he net- eolleetiuns through the resident. 

r.. — We do not, {SCO how the (lovernor-tieiieral could con- 
sei I. to llie resumption of sueh lands as tlie (.'onqiauy had 
engaged sliould remain iii the bauds of thosi* who posscsseil 
Ihein pn,*vions to the execution of the late treaty, without 
si l onger proofs of the Hi'gum’s defect iuii tliau have been laid 
hi'fove us; neither can we allow it to he good policy to 
reduce the several jaghirdars, and thus uniting the torritorv, 
and the troops maintained for the jirotcction of that territory, 
nndcr one head, wlio, by that means, at some future period, 
may become a very ’powerful enemy to the C\)mj)anv. 

0. — “ Witii respect to the resumption of t he jaghires pos- 
sessed by the Begums in ])arlieular, and the subsequent 
seizure of the treasure deposited with the Vizier’s mother, 
which the Governor-General, in his letter to the board, 23rd 
January, 1782, has declared he strenuously encouraged and 
supported, we hope and tiaist, for tlio honour of the British 
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nation, that I ho measure appeared to bo fully justified in the 
eyes of all Jliudoslan. 

“The Grovcruor-Cxencral has informed us, that it can he 
^vell attested that the Begums principally excited and su])- 
ported the late commotions, and that they carried their invet- 
eracy to the English nation so far as to aim at our utter 
extirpation. 

7. — “It must have been publicly known, that in 1775 the 
resident at the A^izier’s court not only obtained from the 
Begum, widow of the late S\ijah Dowlah, on the Nabob’s ac- 
count, thirty lacks of rupees, half of which was to he paiil 
to the Company, hut also the lurhearance of twenty-sk 
lacks, for the re])a 3 nneiit of which she had security in laud, 
on the Nabob’s agreeing to renouuco all further claim upon 
her, and tliat to this agreemeut the Company were guaran- 
tees. 

8. — “AVe find that, on the 21st Dc'cernber, 1775, the 
Begum complained of a breach of engagements on the part 
of the Nabob, solidtiiig your protection foi* herself, her 
mother, and for all tlio woineii belonging to the seraglio of 
the late Nabob from the dis(ress4*s (o whicli tiiey were re- 
duced — in coiiseijueiice whereof it was agreed in consultation, 
8rd January, 1770, to remonstratt; with the A^izicu’ ; the 
Governor-General remarking — that, as the representative uf 
our government has become aii agent in this business, and has 
pledged the honour and faith of the Company for the pnnctnal 
observance of the conditions under which the treaty was 
concluded, you had a right to interfiu’o, and jnstieo de- 
manded it, if it should appear that those engagements have 
been violated. 

“ And the hoard at the same time resolved, — that, as soon 
as the Begum’s engagements wdth the Nabob, to which Air. 
Bristow is a party, sliall be fullilh’d on Ikt part, this govern- 
ment will think themselvi^s bound to protect her against any 
iurther demand or molestation. 

9. — “ If therefore the disaffection of the Begums W'as not 
a matter of public notoriety, we cannot but be alarmed for 
the effects wdiich these subsequent transactions must have 
had on the minds of the natives of India; — the only conso- 
laticn we fee upon this occasion is, that the amoiuxt of those 
iaghires, for which the Company were guarantees, is to be paid 
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l.hrougli our resident at the eourt el'llu* A"l/ler; and it very 
materially concerns the crcMlit ol' your governnient on no ac- 
count to sulVer such payments to be evaded. 

10. — “It* it shall hereafter be found that the Bcfyiuns did 
not take that hostile part against the Company which has 
been represented (as well in the ( t o ve n lor- (ten oral’ s narra- 
tive as in several documents th(‘reiii referred to ; and as it no- 
wliere apjit'ars, from tlio papers at presmit in our possession, 
that th<*y excited any cuinmotiou previous to tlie imprison- 
ment of Kajah Choit 8ing), hut only armed themselves in 
consequence of tliat transaction; and as it is probable that 
such a conduct proceeded entirely from motives of self-dc- 
fi'iiee, uud(‘r an appn'heiision that they themselves might 
Jikiwvise belaid nnd(‘r unwarrantable contributions, we direct 
that you use your influence with the Vizier, that their jag- 
hin s may be restored to them ; but if they should be under 
appreheiisious respecting the. future conduct of the Vizier, 
ami with our further protection, it is our pleasure that you 
all'onl those ladies an as\ lum within the Company’s territories, 
and tlioso bo paid the amount of the not collections of their 
jagl.ires, agretaihle to the second article of the late treaty, 
tliroiigh the imalium of onr residmd, as may be ascertaineil 
upon an average estimaio of some years back.” 

Vt;u see, my lords, the directors had received every oiio 
ot* Ins false impressions. They hail conceived an idea that, 
al er the rebellion of Cheit Sing (but not before, upon bis 
own showing), the Begums had shown a disposition to arm. 
They here assume a false fact, which jSlr. Ifastings stated in 
his representation of the business to them. They assume a 
variety of other false facts, — they assume that the amount ot 
the jaghires of the Begums was to be paid them in regular 
pensions, whereas they were totally contisealed without any 
compensation at all. And yet, upon Mr. Hastings’s own 
showing, they found the transaction to he so dishonourable to 
the Britisli government, that tijoy desire him to make in- 
quiry into it, and give redress accordingly. 

-Here tlion is auotlmr order of the Company, another call 
upon Mr. Hastings, to examine to the bottom of this aflair. 
J h(3 directors, after giving him credit for that enormous 
u^ass ot falsehoods w'hich w'e have proved him to have stn< ed 
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in Ills niirralivo, found ilitMiisolvos so liltorly dissiiiisilcd, that 
they gave this eonditionnl order to rt.'storo the Heginiis to 
llieir jnghires. Vour lordsln’ps will find it in ovi{len(.*o upon 
your jiiiiiutcs, lluit ho cojitumaciously disobeyed this ordo” ; 
that he would not consent to the propositions of the couiiril 
for inquiring into the conduct of tiu'se injured avouumi, but 
stilled every atteinpt that was made by others to do them 
justice. And yet ho here lias the (‘nVontery to jiropose 
that your lordships should iuquin^ into tlio business at your 
bar; that you sliouhl investigate a matter hen^, whi(*h lu^ 
refused to inquire into on the spot, though exjiressly ordered 
by bis masters so to dr). 

1 will now read to your lordships a sliort extract from liis 
own narrative of his own pror^eculiiigs. It begins with re- 
citing part of a iioto eiiti-red by i\lr. ^laepherson in the 
eonsultatious of tlu; eouueil, at the time wlien the orders et 
the court of din'ctors, wliieli I have just alliuhal to, were 
taken into eoiisideralion : — ‘‘ AVhab the court of directors 
seem to have most at lieart art*, lirst, that tlie (*ngng(*n)eiit 
of the socoml artit'le of the lleuares treaty should hr. faith- 
fully fuliilh'd; and secondly, to guard against the future 
misconduct of tlie V'izier, if lie should be disj)()sed to o 2 q)ri‘ss 
the llegums : 

“ '.riiat w(^ shoiiltl thei’(‘fore aseerialii wlu‘ther the amount 
of the jaghirt.'S of the llegums is rt'gidarly paid to tluMu 
throng]] the Conij)any’s rt‘sident; and give them noliee that 
no future demands shall be made upon them. This tiu* 
Governor-()}i*ne]’al might, L tliiiik, do in a letter, tliat Mouhl 
jnake tlie ili'giims sensibhi of their past miseondnet, yet 
inform them of the lenity and gracious intentions of tin* 
Company, in ordering them an asylum in llengal, in esisi* of 
future distress.” In eonseipieiua^ of tin* h)reg()ing opinion 
from JMr. JMacplierson, the followitig luiiiule was deliveml 
by the Coveruor-Generai : 

“I should gladly aeijuiesce in the molioii made by 
Maepherson, if I thought it possible to frame a ](‘Uer to llie 
JBegjirns in any terms which should at the same time eonv^y^ 
the intimation propos(.*d by it, and not d(*feat the ]nirpose ol 
it, or bo productive of evils greater than any which exist, iu 
coris(*qu(‘nee of the proceedings wliieli linve already taken 
and v. ' ieli tune has almo.-:t obliterated the ordi r- 
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tlio court of (lircciora are conditional, they require notlung ; 
but iu the cvoiit of diaeoveriea made aubsequout to tlio ad- 
vices which were before you on the 14t,h i\?bruary last, in 
alleviation of the former conduct of the Begums, nothing has 
piiicc appeared in ndatioii to them but their nd’usal, or rather 
that of one, to fulfil lier engagements for the payment of tlio 
remainder of the sum exacted from her by the Nabob Vizier, 
iu the begiuiiiiig of last year. Whatiwer obediiuiee may bo 
(lii(», to thi‘ clear and ascertained spirit of the orders of the 
I'oiirt of diri*ctors, iliis oldigation cannot extend to points to 
A\liich neit her the letter nor evident spirit of tlioir orders aj)- 
))ly. If I am rightly informe<l, the Nalioh V’^iziiTand the Ite- 
gums are on t(?rms of mutual goodwill ; it would ill become 
this government to interpose its influence by any act which 
mi' lit UmuI to revive their animosities, and a very slight occa- 
sion would be siilficimit to elVivt it; it will be to little pur- 
[)ose to h‘ll them that their conduct has, iu our estimation of 
it, hei^u very wrong; and at the same time to announce to 
tli(Mu the orders of our superiors, whiili more* than indicate 
the reverse ; they will instantly take lire on such a declaration, 
proclaim the judgment of the C()m])any iu their favour, de- 
mand a, reparation of the acts w hich they wdll construe w'rongs, 
with such a smitence warranting that construction, ami either 
in <M‘pt the invitation to the [u-oclainied scandal of the A^izier, 
wliirh will not add to the credit of our government, or re- 
ma II ill his dominions, but not niultn* bis authority, to add 
to his vcxalions and the disorders of the country by con- 
tin icd intrigues and seditions : enongli already exists to affect 
liii. peace and the quit*t of his people; if w^e cannot heal, let 
us not iiiilame the wounds which have been iiitlicted: 

If the Begums think themsedves aggrieved to such a de- 
as to justify them in an appi’al to foreign jurisdiction, 
to a[)pial to it against a man standing in tin* relation of son 
ajid grandson to them ; — to appeal to the justice of those who 
Iwive been the abettors and instruimmts of their imputed 
wrongs ; — let us at least permit them to bo tlie judges of their 
own feelings, and prefer their comjihiints, before we offer to 
lodress them ; tluiy will not need to be prompted; 

“I hope 1 shall not depart from the simplicity of official 
hniguago, in saying, that the majesty of justice ought to bo 
a;»))rcncbed with solicitation, not descend to pro\oke or m* 
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rite it, iiiudi less to debase itself by tlie siigf^estioii of wroiies 
an(i the promise of redress, with the demiiiciatioii of piiuish- 
ment before trial, and even before aeeiisalion.** 

My lords, if, since the beginning of the world, such a pa- 
per as this was ever before writttni by a person standing in 
the relation of a servant to his master, I aluill allow that 
every word we liave sai<l to yonr lordships upon this oceasi(»ii 
to mark his guilt ought to be expunged from your minutrs 
and from our charges. 

Before I proceed to make any obsorvalions iijHm this lat 
of open rebellion against his superiors, i must beg your loi il. 
ships to remark the cruelty of purpose, the hostile feeling to- 
wards these injured women wliieh were displayed in this 
daring detianee. Your lordships will lind that he never is a 
rebel to one jiarty without being a tyrant to some others ; 
that rebel and tyrant are eorrelative ti'rms when applic'd to 
him, and that they eonstantly go tog(‘th(‘r. 

It is suggestcal by the direetors that the Nabob is the pe» - 
seeutor, the op|)ressor, and that IVIr. Hastings is tin* pers(Hi 
who is to redress tln^ wrong; hut here tlu'y have* inisliiKen 
the matter totally. Bor we Iuim* proveal to your loidshlps 
that IMr. Hastings was tlu‘ priueipal in lln‘ pt‘rseen1 ion, ami 
that the Nabob was only an instniment : If 1 am rightly 

informed,” he says, “the Nahol) ami the Jlegnms are on tcTins 
of mutual goodwill. Tt would ill become this government 
to interpose its intluenct^ by any act whit h niiglit tend to re- 
vive their aiiimositi<‘s, and a very slight; oeeasi<»ii would he 
sniHeient to elVeet it.” — What animosities had they towards 
eaeh other? None, that we know' of. Mr. Haslings gets llu‘ 
Nabob to rob bis mother; and then hi* sujiposes, i*ontrary t»» 
truth, contrary to fact, contrary to every thing your lordsliij>s 
have heard, that the Nabob would fall into a fury if lii?< 
mother was to obtain any redress; and that if the least in- 
quiry into this business was made*, it would create a llaine in 
the Nabob’s mind ou account of the active, energetic, spirited 
part be bad taken in tlii'se transactions. Tlierelbre, says lu*, 
Oh ! for God’s sake, soothe the matti*i- it is a grei’ii w ound, 
— don’t niieovcr it: — do jiotliiiig to irrilale; — it will be In 
little purpose to tell tliem that their conduct has in oiir csti* 
uuitijn vX it been very wrong, and at the same time an* 
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tionncc to Llioni the ord(‘i*s of oiir Huperiors, wlilcli more than 
indieati' the reverse. Now, my lords, to wliat does all tliis 
aiiioimt ? rirst, says lie, 1 will not do them justice. — 1 will 
not enter upon an inquiry into their wrongs. AVhy ? — Be- 
cause they charge us with having inflicted them. Then 
surely for that reason you ought to coininenee an inquiry. 
No, says he, that would be telling them that our superior.s 
Hns|)ect we are in the WTOJig. But when his suj)erior.s more 
than- Indicated suspicions, was he not bound tenfold to make 
that inquiry, for his honour and for their satisfaction, wliicli 
tiu'y direct him to make ? No, he Avill not do it, because, 
says he, the Begums would either accept the ofler of an asy- 
lum in the Com|)any’s territories, to tlu‘ jiroclaimed scandal of 
the Vizier, which would not add to the credit of our govern- 
lucut ; or thi^y would i\‘nuiin in his dominions, but not under 
his authority, to add to his vexations and the disorders of 
the country, by continual intrigues and seditions. 

You see, my lords, this man is constantly thrusting this 
peaceable Nabob before him, goading and pushing him on, as 
if w ilh a bayonet behind, to tho commission of t‘verything 
that is base and dishonourabh^. You have him h(‘re d(*claring 
that he will not satisfy tic directors, his masters, in their in- 
tpiii K's about those acts, for fear of tho Nabob’s taking um- 
hrag«*, and getting into a flame with his motluu* ; and for fear 
the mother, supported by the opinion of tho directors, should 
h(‘ induced to resent Iut wrongs. What, I say, docs all this 
am-mut to ? it amounts to this — the liegums accuse nu' of 
(iol ig them injustice; the directors indicate a suspicion that 
tlicy have been injunHl ; therefore 1 will not inquire into the 
matter. Why ? - b(*cause it may raise disturbances. But 
hat disturbance could it raise ? — The mother is disarmed aud 
could not hurt the Nahtd). All licr laiuh'd (‘states he knew 
Were conliscatcMl. lie knew all lier mom‘y was in his own 
possession ; lu^ kiicw^ she had not means, if slie had bet*n 
disposiid, to create intrigues and cabals ; — what disturbanct* 
then could he created by his sending a letter to know what 
the had to say \ipon the subject of her wrongs ? 

“ 7/*,” says he, “the Begums ihink themselves aggrieveiiy 
Observe, my lords, tliat the institution of an inquiry is no 
measure of the Begums; it is an order of the court of direc- 
tors, made by them upon his ow n vepresontatioii of his own 
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cfiso, and upon notliiii'; else. The Ilc'ajmns did not dare to 
mnrniur. — They did not dare to ask for redress, (lod kn(n\ s 
llie poor creatures were at or about ilie time his prisoii‘^rs ; 
robbed — stripped of everything; without hope and without 
resource. — ]3ut the directors, doing their duty upon that oo. 
casion, did condemn liim upon his own false representations 
contained in that bundle of affidavits, upon which Ins coun- 
K(d now contend that yonr lordships should acquit him. Bui , 
says he, are they to appeal io a foreign jurmliction ? AVIkmi 
these women were to he robbed, wo were not foreigners to 
them ; oti tlio contrary, wo adjudged them guilty of rebellion. 
We sent an Bnglish cliiof justice to collect materials of ac- 
cusation against them. ANTe sent JCnglisli offic(*r8 to takcj 
their money. The whole was an English transaction. WIumi 
wrong is io be done, we have then an interest in the country 
to justity onr acting in it; but when the question is of n*- 
dressiiig wrongs, when the question is of doing justice, whtm 
the question is of inquiry, when the question is of hearing 
complaints, tlum it is a foreign jurisdiction. — A^)u are 
suifer Air. Hastings to mala) it foreign, or to make it domes- 
tic, just as it answers his purpose's. — But Iheg are to apjauil 
against a man standing in the retalion of son and grandson 
to them^ and to appeal to the justice of those who have been 
the abettors and instruments of their imputed wrongs. 

Why, my lords, if lu* allows that he is the abettor of and 
tlie instrniiK'fit to which tlie din'ctors iinj)nte these wrongs, 
why, I ask, does he, with those charge's lying upon him, e)l»- 
ject to all inquiry in the inamu'r you have seen V 

But the Company’s (lovernor is, it seems, all at enie'o traiis- 
fe)rmeel inte) a givat sovcrt'ign — the majesty e>f justice' eiuglit 
to be apj)roacheel with solicitation. Jlere', my loreis, he Ibr- 
gets at once the court eif directors; he forgets the laws of 
England, he forgets the act of pariianicnt, he furge*ts that any 
obe^dience is dnej to bis superiors. The Ik’gnins worii to ap- 
proach liim by the emders of the court of elirt*e‘te)rs ; lie se*! sat 
nought these orders, anel asserts that he must be apj)re)ae‘hcil 
with solicitations. says he, “/ms obliterated iheir 

sufferings^ Oh ! what a balm of oblivion time spreads ove r 
the wrongs, vrounds, and alllictions of others, in the mind e>f 
the person wdio inflicts those wrongs and oppressions 1 'fkt? 
oppr(‘s.‘;<*r sn...i forge-ts. This robbery temk pl;u‘e in 17... i 
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it, was ill tlic year 17SJ1, wlioii he asserted tliat <lie waters of 
had heeu poured over all ilieir wrongs and oj)pres- 

eioiis. 

Yonr lordsliips will mark this insulting language, when he 
pays that both the order of the directors and th(^ application 
of the lh‘giiins for redress innst bo soUcitalions io him, 

[Ucji' IMr, Burke was interrupietl by il/r. 7 fastings, who 
pnidj “ ^ly lords, tluu'e was no order. .1 find a man’s patience 
may bt! <.‘xhausted. 1 hear so many falsi'hoods, tliat [ must 
de('lare then.* was no ordcu* of tlu^ court nf directors, b’orglvo 
im‘, my lords. ]lo may say what he j)lcascs; J will not 
again controvert it. But there is no ordi r • if there is, read 
it.”] 

Mr. BnrJce tlum proeecMh'd. Judge you, my lords, wliat 
the iiisoJence, audacity, and cruelty of this man must liavo 
iic('n, from liis want of [jalience in his pn^sent situation, and 
when he dares to hold this language lier(\ Your lordships 
will reckon with him for it, or the world will reckon with 

Mr. lu're again int(‘rrupti‘d j\lr. Burki* and said, 

“ 'Th'. n) was no order for impiiry.” 

Mr. iJar/ce. — Y^)ur lordships luive heard the hdter read; 
1 laciin the lettiT from tlu^ directors, which I read just now. 
Y( u will j\ulge whether it is an order (»r not. i did hope 
wi.hin th 'se two days to })iit an end to this business; but 
wli ii your lordsliips hear us charged with direct falsehood 
at your bar ; when you hear this wicked w retch who is be- 
lore you — 

J^ro7n a lord . — Ordin% order, ordc’r, 

Mr. liurl'c. — Onh'r, my hu’ds, Ave call for in Ibe name of 
the Commons. Your lordships havi^ lieard U8 aceused at 
.^onr bar of falsehood, after we had ri‘ad the order iijioii 
whi(?h our assertion was founded. This man, whom W’o 
have desiTihed as the scourge and terror of India, — this man 
gets up, and charges .ns, not with a mistake, an error, a wrong 
eonstiaiction, but a direct falsehood ; and adds, that his pa- 
llenee is worn out with the falsehood be bears. This is not 
an Kiiglish court of justice if such a thing is permitted. AVo 
btg le:uc to retire, and take iiislrueliuus from our eoiistiiu- 
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euls. lie ought to be sent to Bridewell for going on in this 
manner. 

[ili/*. Ill/iidJiam here read the letter again,^ 

Mr. Burke . — With regard to the ravings of this unhapnv 
man, 1 am sure, if 1 were only considering what passed from, 
liiin to the managers in this box, and knowing what allow- 
ance is due to a wounded eonscicnee, brought befoi'(j au 
awful tribunal, and smarting under the impressions of il.s 
own guilt, 1 would pass them ovm*. But, my lords, we have 
the honour of tlie Commons, we have the honour of this court, 
to sustain. [Your lordships, the otlnu* day, for an olienee 
committed against a constable, who Avas k(H‘ping the way 
under your orders, did very justly, and to the great salislae- 
tion of the pu])lie, commit the party to Bridew ell, fora inimlj 
slighter insult against the honour and dignity of your court . J 
And I leave it therefore for the present, till your lordships 
can seriously consider what tla‘ moile of proceeding in tills 
matter ought to be. — 1 now proceed. — 

AVe have r<‘ad lo your lord.'^hips the orders of the court of 
directors; 1 again say we considi'r them as orders; your 
lordships are as good judge's of the propriety of the term as 
we are. You have heard them nmd ; you have also heaiil 
that the council at CaU!utta considered them as orders ; for 
resolutions Avero iuovxmI upon them; and Mr. Btables, in evi- 
dence before you lu^n^, aa'Iio Avns one of the council, so con- 
sidered tluMn ; and yet this man has the frantic audacity ia 
this place to assert that they Avere not orders, and to declare 
that he cannot stand the repetition of sueli abominable false- 
hoods as are perpetually urged against him. AV^e cannot con- 
ceive that your lordships will sulier this, and if you do, I 
promise you, the Ooinmons Avill not sulfcr the justice of tkc 
country to be trilled with and insulted in ibis manner; be- 
cause, if such comluct be sullered by your lordships, tiny 
must say that very di.sagrccable consequences will ensue, and 
very disagreeable inlcrences Avill be diviAvn by the public con- 
cerning it. You Avill forgive, and Ave know how to forgiw, 
the ravings of people smarting under a conscious sense of 
their guilt. But when avo arc reading documents given m 
evidence, d are commenting upon them, the use of thu» 
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kiihI ot* language really deserves your lordships* consider- 
ation. As for us, we regard it no more than wc should other 
noise and brawlings ot* criminals, who in irons may be led 
through the streets, raving at tlm magistrate that has com- 
mitted them. ^^Vc consider him as 'a poor, iniserable man, 
railing at his accusers ; it is natural ho should fall into all 
tliese frantic ravings, hut it is not fit or natural that the 
oairt should indulge him in them. Your lordships shall now 
hear- ill what senso JMr.. Wlu'ler anti Air. Stables, two other 
members of the coiiueil, understood this letter. 

Air. AVhcler thus writes : — “ It always has been, and will 
he, my wish to perfoirn implicitly the orders of the court of 
dM*cet.ors, and 1 trust that tlio opinion wliieli 1 shall give 
iipt'ii that part of the court’s letter which is now before us 
w ill not be taken up against its meaning, as going to a breach 
of them; the orders at present under the board’s eunsider- 
alion are entirely provisional. 

“ Nothing has passi'd sinei* the <‘onelusi(»n of the agree- 
mini made by the (lOViTiior-denm’al with the Vi/>ierat t’hu- 
iiar w’t.’i'h iiidijei.'s me to allow tin* O])inioii which 1 before 
liflil, as well as from the (lovi'nior-deiierai’s reports to this 
hoard, as the opinions which I have lienrd of many individu- 
als, tot. ‘lily nneoiiecriied in the subject, that the Jlegums at 
.1’ V7:dnui did take a hostile part against the Compan^ during 
the disturbances at Ijcnares ; and 1 am iin])resseil with a 
con, ictioTi that this conduct of the Begums did not proceed 
enl rely jrom motives of self-defence ; but as the court of 
ilireetors seem to he of a different opinion, and conceive that 
there ought to he strongi'r ])roofs of the defection of the Be- 
gmns than liave heou laid before them, I think that before 
^^o decide on their orders the late and j)resi‘iit residi'iit at 
th(i A^izeVs court, and the commanding ollieers in tlie A izier’s 
country, ought to be required to collect and lay before tho 
hoard all the information they can obtain with r(‘sj)eet to the 
defection of tlio Begums during the troubles in Benares, and 
fheir pre.sent disposition to the C’oinj)aiiy.'’ 

Air. Stables, Septeinhtu’ i)th, 17So, A\rile> thus: — “The 
t uf dire(*tors, by tiudr lidter of the 1 Itli February, 17S3, 
W'Cin not to he satistii'il that the disalfei l ion of the Begums 
to this government is sullicicutly proved by the evidence 
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bclure tlicni. 1 tluMHforc Unnk ibiit tlu' laU; and j)re.;riu 
residoiit, and coininandin^ oUicers in tlio Yizior’s r*oinitry at 
the time, should be called upon to collect what iiiriher in- 
ibnnation they can on the subject, in which the honour ainl 
dignity of the government is so inab'rially concern(*d, aiul 
that such information may be iiiimedialely transmitted to the 
court of directors.” 

AVHien questioiu’d upon this subject at your lordships’ bar, 
he gives this evidence : — “ Q. What was your motive for ])ro- 
])osing that investigation? — A letter from the court ot' 
directors; 1 (*oucciv(‘d it to bo ordered by them. Q. Did 
you conceive tlie lidter of the court of directors piisitively to 
direct that inquiry ? — A. 1 did so certainly at the time, and 1. 
beg to refer to the minuti'S which expressed it. [A iiiiesi ion 
w’as put to the same witnt'ss by a noble lord.] (^. The wii- 
iicss has stated, that at the time he has mentiom'd he con- 
ceived the letter from the court of directors to order an 
inquiry, and that it was upon that opinion that lu.^ regulated 
Ills eondmrt, and liis proposal for sueb inquiry ; 1 wi^h lo 
know whether tlio exjiression at the time was merely casual, 
or am 1 to nnderstaiul from it that tlie w itness has alU i’eil 
his opinion of the iiilention of this letter since that time ? - 
u'L I certainly J’etaiii that opinion, and I. wished the inquiry 
to go oil.” 

My lords, you see that his colleagui'S so understood ii. 
You see that wi^ so understood it, and still you have hi'anl 
the prisoner, after charging us with falsehood, insultingly te ll 
us we may go on as we pl(.*ase, we may go on in onr own 
w^ay. Jf your lordsliips think tliat it was not a })()sitive onlt r 
which Mr. Jlastings was bound to obey, yon will acquit Ijiiu 
of th(3 breach of it, But it is a most singular thing, among 
all the astonishing circumstances of this (?asc, that this nem, 
w^ho has heard, from tlie bi*ginniijg to the emd of his tiial, 
breaches of the Comjiany’s orders constantly charged uj)"ii 
him, — nay, 1 will vimlure to say that there is not a siii^lo 
step that we have taken in this prosemition, or in observations 
upon evidence, in w hich we have not charged him w illi -ni 
avowed direct brcacli of tlie Company’s order — you Imvd 
lieard it ten times this day, — in his defence before the Com- 
mons he declares he did intentionally, in naming Mr. Mark- 
ham, break the Company’s orders : — it is singular, 1 say, that 
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fliis man sliould now pretend to be so son^ upon tliis point. 
AVIiat is it now tbat makes liiiii break fbrougli all the rules 
of common decency and common ])ropriety, and show all the 
bJirninga of guilt, upon being accused of the breach of ojio 
of the iniuimerable orders which he has hroken ; of which 
he has avowed the breaking, and att(‘mi)t(id to justify himself 
a lliousand times in the Company’s hooks for having broken ? 

JNly lords, one of his own body, one of the council, has 
sworn at your bar what he r(']H‘a1edly declared to be his 
sense of it. We consider it as om? of the strongest orders 
that can bo given, because the reason of the order is added 
to it; the directors declaring tbat, if it slionld not he found 
upon inquiry— you see, my lords, it puts the very case — if 
Aon do not find such and such things, we shall consider the 
ilnglisli liouoiir wounded and stained, and w(^ direct you to 
iiiMke repai’atiou. Tlu're are, iii fact, two ordi'rs eoiitaiiied in 
1 1ll’s letter, which we tak(‘ to he ecjually strong and ]»ositiv(,‘ ; 
and we charge him with the hreacli of both namely, the or- 
iler for inquiry, and the eojiditioual order of n'sloring to the. 
llcL^niins tlieir jaghires, or making satisfaction for them ; and 
in case of any apprehension of ndiictaiu'c in the JNahuh, to 
bring iliem for security into the Company’s teiTitori(*s. The 
t\v(> last posi(iv(j ordm's are preceded by tlie supposition of 
an iiKpiiry which was to jiistiiy him tMlh(*r in the acts ho 
had diMie, or to justify him in making restitution. Jl(? did 
nci'her the one nor the other. AW aver that he disobeyed 
all these orders. And now let his impatience break out 
:ig;dn. 

A'oiir lordshij)S have seen, amongst the various pretences 
by which this man has endeavoured to justify his various de- 
limjuencies, that of fearing to oiVend the ^a\)ob, by Ibe re- 
storation of their jagbires to the Begums, is one. your lord- 
i'hips w ill form your own judgmeut of the truth or falsehood 
ot this prelimee, when yon sliall have heard the h'tter whieii 
I shall now read to you, written to INlr. Hastings by the 
Nabob himself. 

Lei ter from the LLulmh Jlzier io -.1//. Ihiatin^Sy 2of?i 
Fehntari/y 1782. 

You performed on every occasitiu towards mo w’haiever 
vras becoming of friendsbip ; I too iiave done whatever affeo- 



25G 


SPEECJl IN THE iMi*K\CUM1':NT OT 


tion required and you eoiniuanded, and in future also, wnaU 
ever may be your pleasure, there shall he no deviation there- 
from, heeause whattiver you direct is altogether for my bene- 
iit. The biisiness for whicli 1 came to iyzabad is becoiiu; 
settled by your favour ; particulars will bi'come known to 
your wisdom from the writings of JMr. Middleton. 1 am 
grateful for your favours. If in these matt(M*s yj»u sineert'ly 
ap[)rove me, communicate it, for it will be a comfort to me. 
.1 laving appointed my own aumils to the jaghire of the ladv 
mother, I liave engaged to pay her cash. has eom[)licd 

with my views. Her pleasurt* is, that after ivceiving an (mi- 
gagemeut he should deliver u)) the jaghin's. What is your 
])leasuro in this malttn*? If you C4)mmaml, it will comfort 
tlie lady mother gi\ing her hack the jaghiri* after 1 have ob- 
tained my views; or I will havi^ it under my aumil. lam 
oberlient to your ])lcasnre.” 

^^)ur hn’dsliips hen; sc«* the H(‘gu?n a suppliant to have her 
jaghire restored (alhr ent4*ring into some engageimMit that 
might have been rtMpiired of her), and Nalioh, in a t me 
ej|ually suppliant, 4‘\pn*<sing his consent, at least, th:*! Iier 
reipiest should he coinjdital with, if the command nf Mr. 
Jla stings could Ix^ jirocniUM!. .My lords, in ordtn* to save \oiir 
liirdships’ time, and that. I iniglit not, ovmdoad this hnsincss, 
J dill not inleiid to have troulded you with any oh.smwit ions 
n[)on this jiart of it; hut the ch.irgc of falsehood vvhich the 
])ri.soiier at voni* liar has h.id the andai-ity to bring again.-'t us 
has induectl me to lay it more p.arLicularly bidore vou. We 
have now dnmj with it ; hut before wt; retire, vour lordsliij»s 
will permit me to recapitulate hrietly the suhstauei' of wh.it 
has now been urged respeiMing his eoiiduct towards these 
miserable women. We aceiix* him of reiterated breaches of 
the orders ol’ the eourt of direetors, both in the letter ami 
spirit of tlu’in, ami of his eimtempt of the opinions which 
his colh‘agnes in oMlce had formed of tlu'm. We charge him 
w'itli the aggravation of these dclimpiencies, by the o|)pres- 
sion and iMiin which they brought upon the family of the 
Nabob, by tin' infraction of treaties, ami by the disrepute 
which in his p* i>oii was sustained by the government he 
nipresented, and by the .stain left u[)ou the justice, honour, 
and l-iith nf file I'jiigli.sh nation. We eliargi^ him with 

tiuvr furtlu !' aggravation, by siimirv false preleuees alleged 
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by bim ill justification of this conduct, the pivtendod reluctance 
of the Nabob, the fear of olVeiidiug him, the suggestion of 
the ‘Jiegums liaving forgotten and forgiven the ivrongs they 
had sullcrod, and of the danger of reviving their discontent 
by any attempt to redress them, and by his insolent language, 
that the majesty of justice, with which he impudently invests 
himself, was only to be approached with solicitation. We 
liave further stated, that the pretence that he was only con- 
cerned in this business as an accessary is equally false ; it 
being on the contrary notorious that the Nabob was the 
accessary, forced into the service, and a mere instrument in 
his hands; and that he and Sir Klijah Impcy (whose ern- 
ployinoiit in this business we stated as a further aggravation), 
were Mie authors and principal agents. And we further con- 
leml,lhat each of these* aggravations and pretences is itself, 
ill faet and in its princijile, a substantive crime. 

Your loi’dships witnesseal the insolence with whicli this 
mail, stung to Iho ejuiek hy the recital of his crime, inter- 
ni|)tt‘d me; and you heanl his recrimination of falsehood 
against us. We again avouch the truth ofall and every word 
h:tv(; utt(‘r(‘d, and the validity of ('very jiroof with which 
w<', liav(j snp])ortevl them. Jjct his impatience, I say, now 
again Imrsl forth ; he who feels so sensibly ev(’rything that 
touches him, and yet st'(*ks for an act of indemnity for his 
own ati’oeii it's, by (‘ndt'avoiiriiig to inakt' loii belit'vt' tliat llio 
wrongs of u dt'solatt'd family are, within one year, forgotten 
by til MU, and buried in oblivion. 

I trust, my lords, that both his prosecutors and his j\ulgea 
will evinctj tliat |)atieiic(3 wliieh the eriininal Avants. Justice 
is not It) wait to have its majesty approached with solicitation ; 
Ave .set* that throne in Avhieh reside.s invisibly, but virtually, 
‘the IMajesty of blngland ; we sec your lordships representing 
in succession the juridical authority in the highest, court in 
<hls kingdom ; but wc do not approat b you Avitli solicitation ; 
we make it a p(*tition of right ; avc claim it ; wo demand it. 
Ihe right of S(?eking redress is not su])pliant e\'on before tho 
^heesty of Kngland; it coiiK's luAldly forward, and never thinks 
jt olfends its sovereign by' claiming what is tho right of all 
bis people. 

We have now done with thi.s business ; a business as atro- 
cu)ua as any that is known in tlio liistorv of manl iiul ; n busi- 

''OL. vui. 
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m as that lias staineJ, throughout all Asia, the British cliarac- 
ter, and by which our fame for honour, integrity, and pii)»lic 
faith has been forfeited ; a business which has introduced m 
throughout that country, as breakers of faith, destroyers of 
treaties, plunderers of tlie weak and unprotected ; and lias 
dishonoured, and will for ever dishonour, the British name. 
Your lordships have had all this in evidence. Y"ou have si'cn 
in what manner the Nabob, his country, his revenues, liis 
subjects, ills mother, his family, his nobility, and all their for- 
tunes, real and personal, have been disposed of by the prisoner 
at your bar ; and having seen this, you will, by the iinpalieiiee 
of this criminal, estimate the patience of the imfortiiiiato 
'women into whose injuries he refused to in(|uire. What ho 
'i^’ould not do, the Commons have done. They know that 
you have a feeling ditVerent from that which he manifested on 
this occasion ; they do not ajiproach you suppliantly, but de- 
mand justice j they insist that as the Commons have dune 
their part, your lordships will jicrform voiirs. 

We shall next proceed to show your lordships liow he 
acted towards another set of women, the women of the late 
Sujah Dowlah, and for whom the directors had ordered a 
maintenance to be secured by an express treaty. You will 
see that he is cruel towards the weak: sex, and to all others, 
in proportion as they are weak and powerless to resist him. 

You will see, I say, when he had usurped the whole go- 
vernment of Oude, and brought it into a servile depciidrnco 
An himself, how these women fared, and tlien your lorcIslnpH 
.dge 'whether or not, and in w hut degree, lie is erirniiml. 

I 

[Adjourned, ^ 
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si;\ ’.NTH j)AY or in:i‘LV. 

(Mi;. I'rii'Ki;.) 

.M V liOKDS, — Wlirn 1 I;is1 11 j(‘ lionoiir of i.m’hj 
your lorJsliijis fivun 1 his |)l:i<*(Mnyohs( r\ ;it ituis were [u-iiicipull y 
(lin < It) thu iin jiisl cniiliscal i<»ii ;nnl sci/un* (4’ Uu* ja^hiros 
aiul ln‘!\siirt‘s ttf llic Ijclcoius, ^vilhollt. prt'vioiis at'cusalitm or 
trial, or suhsotjutuit ii)«|iiiry into tlii‘ir fontlnci', in violation 
ul’a fivaty inatlc with IIkmii and i>'uarant(*(Ml hy tho J‘]ast India 
("o:u|)a!iy : to 1]H^ lonij; iinj>ris«)nm<‘nl aiul cjmm*! troatmont; 
oftlu'ir ininisttM’s, an<l to the lals(» jnvtoiifts and ahoininahlt> 
jji’ii.ciph's hy \vhi(‘h thi‘ pris<»noi* at your ]»ar lias atrcinptod 
to jiwl ily his oondiK't . 

Till' SfVt ral acts of violcina' and of o[>pr(‘s>i(>n wt‘n% as wc 
liavc sh.own your lord>lnps, commit lial with circiimstancos t)f 
a'.(a:ra\atcd atrocity hiu;]ily disi^iaiccfui to the Ih'llish name 
am! • !i:iract('r ; and particularly hy his forcin-jj the Xahoh to 
Ik'co IK- the uicaus and instrumcul tif redur-iu;; his mother 
and -iMinlmot lier and their families to ahsolute want and dis- 
t re 

1 l.avi' no\\ to call \'onr att»-rit!vm to Ids tr»'atmcnt of 
anolhor hrancli of tliis misrrahh* family ; th.e women and 
riiiidreii of the X;ihoh Suj.ih nl l)»)wlah. d’hese ja'rsons 
vo i'c dep<Mulcnt upon the Bcixums; andjiy the conilscat ion of 
th'-ir property, and l)y the ruin of \arious jiersoiis who would 
otherwise, have contributed to their nuiintcnance, wen* 
v<'ducetl to the last extrc'mity of indi’^enci* ;ind w;iiit. Beim; 

witliout the (;ommon neci'ssaries of lift', lluy were driven 
to the necessity of bnaikinu; throuL»li all those hu-al prinei- 
t'les nt decorum which constitute thi* charaeter of the leinalo 
m that part of the world; and, after fruitless snpj)liea- 
f“nis and shrieks of famine, they cndeavonr(*d to break tho 
•JiKlosure of tlie palace, and to force their way to tlie market^ 
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j)lace ill order to be^ for bread. 'Wlieii they liad tlius been 
forced to submit to tlie extremity of disgrace and degradation, 
by exposing themselves to public view with the starving chu- 
dren of their late sovereign, the brotlicrs and sisters of th j 
reigning prince, they wc're, in this attempt, attacked by the 
sepoys armed with bludgeons, and driven back by blows into 
the palace. 

My lords, wc liavc first laid before you the sufferings and 
disgraces of women of the first distinction in Asia; protected 
by their rank — ])rot('cf(;d by their sex — protected by their 
iK'ar relation to the prince of tlie country — protected by two 
guarantees of the represcmiative of the llritisli government in 
India. We now come to another class of women who suf- 
fered by the violent misappropriation of the revenues of the 
Nabob, by which their regular allowance was taken from 
them ; and your lordships Avill find that this man’s crimes, 
at every step wc take, ripen into guilt ; his acts of positive 
injustice are always aggravated by his (‘onduct with regard lo 
the conseepumees of thcan, and form but a small part in the 
mass of oppression and fyranny which we have brought before 
yon. 

IMy lords, the unjust seizure of the jaghires and treasures 
of the Begums, out of which Ihose women were maintained, 
reduced tliem to a state of indigence, and exposed them nc^t 
only to the sufferings which belong to the physical nature o\' 
man, but also to the indignities which particularly affected 
their sex and condition. But before I proceed, I Avill beg 
leave to restate to your lordships and recall to your memory 
who tlieso women were. The Nabob Sujah Dowlah had hut 
one legitimate wife ; though the Mahojuedan law admits of 
this number’s being extended in certain cases even to four— 
yet it is for tJic most part lield disreputable, especially when 
a person is married to a ■woman of the first distinction, to 
have more than one legitimate wife. Upon looking into tlio 
l£cdaia, your lordships will see with what extreme rigour for- 
iiieation is forbidden ; but we know that persons of high rank, 
by customs that supersede both religion and laws, add to flui 
number of their wdves, or substitute in their room wives of a 
subordinate description, and indulge themselves in this liconso 
to an unlimited degree; yon will find in Chardin’s Travels, ^ 
where he treats of the subject of marriage, that such is tli^ 
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custom of all the princes of the Enst. The wives of this 
subordinate class, though they are in reality no better than 
concubines, and are subject to the power and caprices of their 
lords, are yet allowed in the eye of the severest moralists to 
have some excuse for their frailty and th(*ir w’(‘akness ; and 
they accordingly always do find a d(*gree of favour in this 
world, and become the object of particular protection. 

We know that 8ujah nl Dowlah was a man unquestionably 
in bis niaiiners very licentious with regard to women, that be 
had a great numb(*r of these women in bis family; and that 
his womcm and the women attendant nj)on the persons of his 
favoiiriles had increased to a very great number. We know 
that his sons amounted to twenty; or according to ]\li*. IFast- 
iiigi:'sown account to nlnetc'cn. j\lontcs(juieu suppos<‘s that 
tluTC arc more Aanales bom in the East than in the AVest. 
Jhit he says this upon no good ground. AVe kno\v by betti'r 
and mure regular iiiforination concerning this matter, that the 
i)ir1h of males and females in that country is in the same 
])riq)nrtion as it is here; and therefore if you suppose that he 
had twenty sons, you may suppose lie had about nineteen 
(laughters. Jiy tlua customs of that country all th(‘sc sons 
!nid daughters \N cre considered as persons of eminent distinc- 
tion, tlioiigli inferior to the legitimate ebildreii ; assuming 
tluj rank of their father, without considering the rank which 
tlici ’ mother held, ^\11 tlu'so wives with their cliildren, and 
all Jicir female servants and attendants, amounting in tlui 
’v^!n‘Ie to about eiglit InindnHl persons, wore shut up in what 
tlicy call the Khourd Mlial, or li^sser palace. This place is 
described by one of the w itnesses to be about as large as JSt. 
•laines’js Square. ATnir lordships have been told that in other 
(arcumstanees, as well as this, these women were considered 
as objects of a gi^eat dogroi', of respect, and (»f the greatest de- 
gn’e of protection. 1 refer your lordships to the treaty by 
which tlu'ir niainlenanee was guaranteed by the Englisli go- 
vei’innent. 

^n order to let 3'oiir lordsliips see that I state nothing to 
you hut what is supported not only by general histor\% wliich 
is enough to support an account of general manners, hut by 
the particular and peculiar opinions of a pcrsoji best informed 
ot the nature of the case, I will refer you to the Nabob him- 
self; for undoubtedly the Nabob of Oude, the A^izier of tho 
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em|)i ro, the siihadar of the country, was most likely to bo the 
b(»st judi^o ot* \vhjit respect was tine to the women of ^‘is 
fatlu'r’s family. T will therefore read to your lordships, froMi 
Ids own letters, what the Nabob’s opinion was upon this sui- 
ject. 

Extract of a letter from the Vizier, received 2drd of .^^^[iist, 
1782 : — I never toimd nxsouree ecpial to the necessary ex- 
penses. Ev(ny v(‘ar by takini^ from tlu* ministers and sellinjj; 
the artiehxs of my llarkhanna, I with i»r(‘afc distnvss lrausacl«‘<l 
the business; but t could not take' care of my ilepeiidants, 
so that some of my brothers, from tludr diliitailties, arose and 
departed ; and tlu' p(‘(»ple of the Khourd Mhal of the late 
Nawab, who ar(i all my mothers, trom their distresses are ri‘- 
duct‘d to pov(‘rty and involved in dillienltics; no man ot 
rank is deiieiemt in the care of his di‘pcmlmits, in proportion 
to liis ability.’’ 

Another letter from tln^ A i/itU’, reetdvc'd tin? 81st 
ITSt: — “ Aly hrollier, dear as life, Saadit Ali Khun, has ri'- 
(pi(‘stod that I W()\d(l pc'rmit his motlior to and reside with 
him; my frimid, all the moiliers of my broiliers and tlm 
women of tlu^ lat»' Nawal), wliom I n‘speet as my own mothers, 
are here, and it is inenmhmit upon me to snj)port them; ac- 
eordingly 1 do it, ami it is iin])roj)er that they should be 
separated, nor do I approval? it. Ey (b)d’s blessing and yonr 
kindness, 1 hoj)e tliat all the women of the late Nhivvab may 
remain here;; it is the wish also of jjiy grandmother and my 
inoth(*r that they shonhl.” 

'Vonr lords]ii[)s now see in what dt'greo of estimation the 
Nabob held tlieso woimm. lie regarded the wivtxs of his 
father as bis lionorary mothers ; bo considers their children 
as liis brethren ; lie thinks it xvould he highly dishononrabl*' 
to his government, if one of tlunu was taken out of (he 
sanctuary in which they are placed, and in which, ho says, 
the great of tlio country are obliged to main tain their dt'- 
pendaiits. This is the account given by the person best 
acquainted with the usages of the country, best acquainlcii 
with bis own duties, best acquainted with his own wishes. 

Now, my lords, yon will see in what liglit another persen* 
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tlii* agent of a trading Company, who designates himself 
under the name of Majesty, and assumes other great distinc- 
ti(»ns, presumes also to consider tliese persons ; and in what 
contempt he is pleased to hold what is respected and what 
is held sacred in tliat country. What I am now going to 
quote is from the prisoners second defence. For. I must 
remind your lordships, that Mr. Hastings has made three de- 
fences ; one in the Jfoiisc of Commons, anotlier in the lobby 
of the House of Commons, and a third at your lordsliipa’ bar. 
The second defence, though delivered without name, to the 
iiicmbers in the lobby of the Hoiise of Commons, has been 
proved at your lordshi])S* bar to be written by himself 
This lobby, this out-of-door, defence militates in some re- 
spects, as your lordships will find, with the in-door defeiiec ; 
but it proliably contains the real sentiments of Mr. Hastings 
himself, delivered with a little more freeness when he gets 
info the open air, like the man who was so vain of some silly 
plot he had liatehed, that he told it to the hackney coachman, 
and every man he met in the streets. 

He says, “ Begums arc the ladies of an Eastern prince, but 
thes(‘ women are also styltMl the ladies of the laie Vizi(*r, and 
their sufl'eriiigs are painted iu such strong colours, that the 
unsuspecting reader is led <o mix the subjects together, and 
to suppose that these latter too were prineesses of Oude; 

all their sufferings proceeded from some act of mine, or 
hut’ the sanction of my authority or permission. The fact 
is, .hat the persons of the Khourd Muhl (or little seraglio) 
wt i’c young ereatiires, picked up wherever youth and beauty 
cuuld be found, and mostly purehastHl from amongst tlie most 
necessitous and meanest ranks of the people, for the Nabob’s 
lileasurcs.** In tl\c in-door defence, he says, “The said 
womun, who were mostly ])ersons of low condition, and the 
sasd children, if any such there were, lived in the Khourd 
jVlalil, on an establishment entirely distinct from tho fittid 
Begums.” 

^ty lords, you have seen what was the opinion of the 
Nabob, who ought to know the nature and circumstances of 
bis father’s palace, respecting these women ; you hear what 
^Ir. Hastings’s opinion is ; and now the question is, whether 
your lordships will consider these women in the same I'glit 
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in whicli tlio person does wlio is most nearly connected with 
them, and most likely to know them, or in the way in whvdi 
]\rr. llastiiigs has thought proper within doors and without 
doors to describe them. Your lordships will be pleased io 
observe, that he has brought no proof whatever of laets, which 
are so boldly asserted by him in deiiance of proof to the con- 
trary, totally at variance with the letter of the son of the man 
to Avhom these Avomen belonged. Your lordships, I say, A>'ill 
rt'inark, that he has produced not one Avord of evidcnct*, either 
A\ ithin the House of Commons or the House of iVers, or in Iho 
lobby, or anywhere else, to verify any one Avord he has said. 
He slanders these Avomen, in order to lessen that coinjiassion 
Avhieb your lordships might have for the sullerings he inllicti'd 
upon them. Hut admitting that some of these Avomen av(M(‘ 
of a meaner condition, and that they derived nothing from their 
connexion Avitli tlie dignity of the person by Avliom they hail 
children (and Ave know that in the Avholo they amount to 
about fourscore cliildrcn, the Kabob having a race like the 
patriarchs of old, as many great jiersons in that part of the 
Avorld still have), — supposing, 1 say, all this to be true; yet 
when persons are reduced from ease and allliienco to misery 
and distress, tliey naturally excite in the mind a greater 
degree of compassion by comparing tlie circumstances in 
Avhicli they once stood, Avitli those into Avbich they are 
fallen ; for famine, degradation, and oppression Avero famine, 
degradation, and oppression to tliose persons, even though 
they Avere as mean as ]\lr. Hastings cliooses to represent 
them. Hut J hope, as ^"oii Avill sympathize Avith the great 
on account of tlieir condition, iliat you Avill syinpathizo Avith 
all mankind on the ground of the common condition of hu- 
manity, Avhich belongs to us all ; tliorefore 1 hope your lord- 
ships Avill not eonsider the calumny of JMr. Hastings against 
those Avomeii as any other than as an aggravation of his 
oiVence against them. That is the light in Avhicb the House 
of Commons considered it; for they had beard both Ids in- 
<ioor and out-door defence, and they still pcrseA'crcd in 
making tlio charge, and do perscA^re in making it still. 

We have first stated Avbat these Avomeii were; in Avliat 
light tliey stood Avith the Nabob ; in Avhat light they stood 
•with the country at large. I have now to state in Avhat light 
they stood Avith the British government, previous to this in- 
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fasiun ol their riylits ; and \vc will prove they were the actual 
Buhj<‘ets of a guarantee by the Colllpan 3 ^ 

Extract from an agreement made by ISfr. Middleton, to all 
the particulars of wliich lie engages to procure a treaty Iroin 
the jNabob Azoph ul JJowlah after his arrival, and that he 
will also sign it, as follows ; — 

“ Eirst, that whenever the Jlegum shall choose to go to 
Mecca, she shall be permitted to go.” 

‘•Second, that when tlie Nabob shall arrive, 1 (jMr. IMid- 
dh'ton) will procure suitable allowances to be madi^ to the 
ladies of the zenana and the children of tlu^ late Nabob 
»Siijah ul Dowlah, and tak(^ care that they are paid.” 

‘‘Third, that the festivals (shaddee) and marriages of the 
children of the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah shall be at the 
disposal of the J3egum ; whenever she thinks ])roper she 
shall marry th(‘m ; and whatever money shall be necessary 
for these expenses shall be paid by^ the Nabob.” 

“ Eourth, that the Syer of Coda Gunge and Ally Gunge 
shall be retained by the Jh*gum as li(‘retoforc.” 

Filth, that 1 (JMr. Middleton) will, upon the arrival of 
the Nabob, procure Vizier Gunge and the garden of fciepoy 
(land Jvhaii, or their (‘([uivalent, for the Begum.” 

“ISi.xth, that I (IMr. JMiddleton) will endeavour to obtain 
from the Nabob the sum of ],150,(K)0 rupees on account of 
the jmrehase of jMetchee J3ohaim, and the house of Sahebjee, 
am the fort of the Gossim, with the land and garden and 
th(; barraderry on the banks of Goompl>^, and bazaar and 
garden of the house of Mahiiaraiu and the house of Beng 
IVofand at Lucknow; all of xvhieh the Nabob Azojdi ul 
Dowlah lias assumed possession of.” 

“JSexenth, that 1 will settle with the Nabob the allow- 
ances to be made in ready inoney^ to the ladies of the zenana 
and others specified, in the following amount: Tidal, 17 
lacks, 250 rupees per niontli.” 

“ Eighth, upon the arrival of the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlr.li 
Bahadre, I will endeavour with all my iiilhience to settle the 
monthly allowances of Mohrum Ally Khan and Mahmud 
Kltifant Khan, &c,, the attendants of the ]3cgums.” 

“ Ninth, that if tlio Begum shall go to Mecca, she shall 
leave licr inahals and jaghires to the Begum, tb3 mother 
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Azo\^li ul Dowlali, wlio shall remit the revenues thereof to 
tlie Jliirrec Jlegum ; no one shall prevent her enjoying her 
jaghires.” 


Now, my lords, we will read the copy of an engagement 
under the seal of the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah, and umh'r 
the seal and signature in English of Mr. Middleton, as h)l- 
lows : 

“ Eirst, I, who am the Nabob A/.opli ul Eowlah Eahadre, 
do agree, that the jaghires and tlie ginges and monthly al- 
lowance of the oflieers and servants, and of the ladies of the 
zenana, and of those spccilied in the accounts annexed, shall 
be at the disposal and under the management and authority 
of the Eegnm, and no one shall oppose or prevent it ; this [ 
will j)un(*tually observe. In this agreement IMi*. Middleton 
and the English are engaged.” 

** Second, whenever the Begum may clioose to go to Mecca 
I will not oppose it.” 

“ Third, whenever the Eegum should go to !^^ecca, shft 
shall leave her lands, jaghires, ite., eith(»r in the earc of my 
mother or of mo; and 1 will procure hills for the amount of 
tlnnr revenues, and send them to her: no one shall oppose 
this.’’ 

“ Fourth, the Begum shall have authority over all the 
ladies of her zenana, she shall let them remain with mo, ainl 
not let them go anywhere without my permission, or keep 
them witli her.” 

“ Fifth, the jaghires Coda Gunge and Ally Gunge, t^c., 
with the inalnil and syer helongiiig to the Begum and made 
over, shall remain as h(*retofore in her possession. T<dal, 
11,160 rupees per month.” 

“ Eighth, the Begum has authority over the ladies and at- 
tendants of the zenana ; neither myself nor any one else will 
oppose it.” 

“ Ninth, the Begum (my gr«and mother) shall liavo tlic au- 
thority in all festivals, and in the marriage of the children 
of the late Nabob Siijah ul Dowlah, and with the consent ot 
my mother and myself, shall regulate them ; excepting in 
•mIic festivals (shaddec), the authority is mine,’* 

“ Tlie English are guarantees to the above engagements, so 
long .18 tlie IJegnm shall exist.” 
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Yoi.r lordships an ill observe soinctbint!; hero wortliy of your 
iiotiee. You will first perceive, that the. very treaty in Avhieh 
l^lr. Hastings, by liis representative, JMr. Middleton, Avas a 
party coiieerned,su|)poses that the JVabob 8ujah nl How Jali had 
otlior children besides the reigning prince by his sole legit i 
mate Avite ; and yet Mr. Hastings in his defence has thought 
])ruper, with a full knoAvledge of that circumstance, to doubt 
wholluM* tliere Avere any oUit'r cbildren. You next see, that 
tliese wonuMi bavelMr. Middleton’s (that is, ]\lr. Hastings’s) 
guaraidee Ibr the alhjAvanees which are made and sidtled u|)oii 
tiieiii, a]id for the niainteiianee of tlaur atfendants, for tluj 
st'curity and enjoymejit of their oanu ])oss(\ssions, for their 
haNing a hnv oillcer of high rank, a mouhivre of tludr oAvn. 
In shoi*t, there is <‘i regular (‘stablishiiKUit formed for all 
t!u‘se women ; they ar(' not separated as a part distinct from 
llie Hegums; but tlu’v are put, by this vfuy guarantee, entirely 
under their management; the maintenaiiei^ of the children is 
n ciived, tl\e whole order and econonNV of their estahlishmcnt 
is delivenal entiredy to the Ih'guin the grandmother and the 
Ik'ginn the mother of the A'aboh. 

.My lords, you see that ail these arrangements have the 
solenui guarantee of the Company, and that these Avomeii 
lorin a very considerable part of that guarante(‘; and therefore 
yonr Jonlships Avill nut linait tlieir snllerings, inflicted in vio- 
liil en of tlie (Vmipany’s onmi settlement and guarantee, as a 
ini Iter of no eunsideration for yon. J3ut to proceed — 

W'e luiNc ])](n'ed to your lordships that llie Nabob Avas re- 
duced to a stale of the greatest possible misery and distress ; 
that his Avbole revenue Avas seijueslered into the hands of 
IMr. Hastings’s agents ; and that by Die treaty of Chiinar he 
was to be reli(Aed from llie expense of a body of troops, with 
which he liad b(‘en biirdcmed without Ins own voluntary con- 
sent ; nay more, the temporary brigade an hick JVFr. Jlastings 
proposed to tak(j off, but kept on ; Avhich be considers not only 
as a great distress to his finances, but a dreadful scourge and 
cdainity to his country ; there Avas a Avliole pension list upon 
n, with such enormous pensions as £18,000 a year to Sir 
Lyre (.Joote, and other pensions that jMr. Hastings proposed 
to take off, but did not. That in proportion as the Nabob’s 
distress increased, Mr. Hastings’s demands ijjcroascd too ; lio 
was T ot satisfied \Aitli taking from him for the Company, but 
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luj took from liirn for liimsclf; lie demanded £000,000 ad a 
loan, when ho knew he had neither money nor credit. 

The consequence of these acts of violence w^as, tliat tlrso 
people, besieged by the Englisli troops, and deprived of evtry 
resource, even of the funds of cluirity, by which the protect- 
ors of tlie family, male and female, might liave relieved tliem, 
but wliicli the cruel rapacity of Mr. Ilastings had either en- 
tirely taken away or greatly diminished, were reduced to 
the last extremity of distress. 

After the lengtli of tinie which has (‘lapsed simie we first 
brought those matters, witli tlieir proofs, 1 shall beg leave, 
before yon go to judgment, to refn^sh your memory witli a 
recital of a jiarfc of that t‘vid(Mi(*e, in order tliat your lordships 
may again fully and distinctly comj)rehend the nature and 
extent of the ojipivssiou, cruelty, and injustice committed hy 
]\rr. Ilastings, and by which you may estimate the piinisli- 
ment you will inilict upon him. 

Letter from Captain Leonard Lujucs to Itichml Johnson, Esrp, 
Ilesident at the Vizier's Court ; March 0///, 1782. 

‘‘ Sir, — TIic women bcdoiiging to the Khourd Maid com- 
plain of their being in want of ev(‘ry ]i(*ecssary of life, and 
are at last drove to that dc'sporation, that tiu'y at night get 
oil the top of the zenana, make a grt'ut disturbanc(', and last 
niglit not only abusiul tlie sentinels posted in the gardens, 
but threw dirt at them ; they threatmied to throw themselves 
from the walls of the zenana, and also to bri'ak out of it. 
Humanity obliges mo to acquaint you of this matter, and to 
request to know if you have any direction to give me concern- 
ing it. I also beg leave to actpiaiut you, 1 sent for Latatlit 
Ali Khan, the cojah who lias tlio ehargo of them, who in- 
formed me their complaint is well grounded, that they have 
sold everything they had, even to the clothes from their backs, 
and now have no means of existing ; enclosed, 1 transmit 
you a letter from Monatall on the subject.” 

Letter from Cajptain Jaques to liichard Johnson, Usq. ; 

March ^th, 1782. 

” Sir, — I heg leave to address yon again concerning tlic 
wOiiien in th ■ Khourd Mahl; their behaviour last night wns 
BO furious, that there seemed the greatest probability of their 
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proeeodiiig to the utmost extremities, and that they would 
either tlirow themselves from the walls, or force the doors ot 
the zenana. I have made every inquiry concerning the 
cause of their complaints, and tiiid from Latallit Ali Khaii 
tliat they are in a starving condition, having sold all their 
clothes and necessaries, and now have not Avherewithal to 
support nature; and as my instructions are quite silent uj)on 
this head, should be glad to know how to ])roceed in ease they 
were to force the doors of tlui zenana; as 1 suspect it will 
happen, should no subsistence be very quickly sent to them.” 

Letter from Major Oil phi to John llriatow, Itcsiilcnt 

at the Court of Luck no ic ; October, 1782. 

“ Jjast night, about eight o’clock, the women in the 
Khoiird Mahl zenana, uiuhu* the charge of Latallit Ali Xluhi, 
assembled on the tops of the buildings, crying iji a most la- 
iiieiilabh^ manner for food ; that for the last four days iliey 
had got but a very s(*antv allowaiuai, and that yesterday they 
had got none. The melancholy cries ot‘ famine are more 
e asily imagined than doscrihed; and from their representa- 
tions, 1 fear that the Nabob’s ag(‘uts for that busiiii?ss arc very 
iiiidieiitivo. 1 therel'oi’o think it requisite to make you ac- 
quainted Avith the cireu instance', that Jiis excellency the Na- 
bob may cause his agents to bo more circumspect in their 
coi duel to these poor, unhappy women.” 

JA'ttvr from Mr, Bristow to Major Gilpin ; Fjjzabad, 

4fh November, 1782. 

‘‘8ir, — T liave received your letters of the 12th, 19th, 
27th, and I3()th nltiino. 1 coininAiniented the contents of tliat 
cif the 80th to the minister, who promised me to issue orders 
lor the payment of a sum of money to relieve the distress of 
the Kl.ourd Mahl. I shall also forward a hill for 10,000 ru- 
pi’cs to you in the course of three or four days ; and if in 
the mean time you may lind means to supply to the amount 
cl tliat sum, 1 will become personally responsible to you for 
the repayment.” 

I-etterfrom Major Oilptin to John Bristow, Fsq., at the 
Court of Lucknow ; FijzabaJ, 15/// November, 1782. 

“ Sir, — The repeated cries of the women in the Khourd 
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IMalil ZAiuaiia foi* «ub:sistuiK‘c have been truly uielaiielioly. 
Tlujy be«; most ])iteously for liberty, that they may earn 
their daily bread by laborious servitude, or be relieved Iroin 
their misery by immediate death. In consequence of Heir 
unhappy situation, I have this day taken tholiberty of draw - 
ing on you in favour of Itamnarain at ten days’ sight ibr 
twenty son Kerah rupees, ten thousand of which I have ]>aul 
to (k)ja>. Latalllt Ali Khan, under whose charge that zena- 
na is.” 

These, my lords, are the state of the distresses in tlio 
year 17ii2; and your lordshi])s will see that they continued 
almost, with only occasional reliefs, during the ])eriod of that 
whole y<\'ir. Now we enter into the year ITBJl, to show you 
that it continued during the whole time; and then I sIkiU 
make a very few remarks u|)on it. 

1 AviJl now read to your lordships a part of IMr. Holt’s e\i- 
dence, by which it is proved that ]\fr. 1 fastings was duiy 
advertised of all these mis(‘rablo and calamitous eireinn- 
Rtanees:— (J. AVhether you saw a letter of intelligence. iVoin 
Pyzabad, containing a relation of tlie treatment of lln' 
women in the Khourd jMahl r — A. Y^es, I did, and translabejl 
it. Q, Krom whom did it come? — A. lloolasltoi. Q- 
was he ? — A, An agent of t he residejit at L yzahad, emidoyc'd 
for the purpose of transmitting information to the resident. 
Q. AVas that paper transmitted to Air. Hastings ? — A. To the 
best of my reeollection it was transmitted to the hoard, aftt'r 
I had attested it. Q. Do yon romembm’ at what distance uf 
lime after tlie receipt of the intelligence respecting the dis- 
tresses of the Khourd Alahl, that paper was transmitted lo 
Calcutta? — A. 1 cainiot say, Q- yon hclieve it was 
transmitted williin ten months after tlic iijuo it Avas ic- 
ccived P — A. I understood it io be a letter received just before 
it was transmitted. Q, Then you understand it was Iraiis- 
mitted as soon as received? — A, Yes, in the course of ihne 
days. Q. Can you bring to your mind the time at Avhieh ihe 
translation was made ? — A. To the best of my recollection it 
was in January, 178 C Q. AVhether the distresses that hafl 
been complained of had ceased for above a twelvcimoiith be- 
fore the distresses of the Khourd Aiahl ? — A. I nnderstooo 
they were new distresses. Q. Then you state tliat tJtct 
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mil, Iraiismitled in .1781, was, as yuu nnacrsiand, an 
an ouut of new distresses ?— yi. Yes.” 

1 shall now refer your lordships to page 899 of your printed 
iiiinutcs: — [The managers for the Commons acquainted the 
House that they would next read tlie paper of intelligence 
which had been authenticated by ISfr. llolt, in his cvidcnco 
at the bar, relative to the miserable sit uation of these women, 
which they meant to bring home to INlr. Hastings :]— An 
extract of a consultation of the I7tli Fehruary, 1781. — At a 
council : present, the Honourable Warrt'n Hastings, Esq., 
Hovcriior-Gcncral, President; l^dward Wheler and John 
Stables, Esqrs., ]\lr. INfacpIierson absent from the presidency 
lor the bonefit of bis health : The following letter and its 
eivlosures wererceeived from Air. Jh'islow on tlie 8th instant, 
and circulated, — “Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, — 1 have 
the honour to forward for your furl her information the 
enclosure jS^o. 9 j it conlains a ndalion of the hardships 
(‘iidurod by the ladies of the late Vizier Zenana.” — Signed, 
John Jiristow. 

Translation of a Taper of intelliyence from Tt/zala(L 

“ The ladies, their attendants, and servants were still as 
cliJinorous as last night; Latalht, the daroga, wt*nt to them, 
an»l remonstrated with them on the improiiriety of their cou- 
du .jt, at the same time assuring them that in a few days all 
thoir allowances would be paid, and should that not be the 
c:i >e, ho would advance them ten days’ subsistence upon con- 
dition that they reluriicd to their habitations ; none of them 
however consented to his proposal, but were still intent upon 
making their escape through the bazaar, and in consequciieo 
formed themselves in the following order : — The children in 
the front, behind them tlic ladies of the seraglio, and behind 
I hem again their attendants; but their intentions wer() frus- 
trated by the opposition which they met with from Lataffit’s 
sepoys. The next day LatafTit went twice to tlio women, 
«ud used his endeavours to make them return into the zenana, 
promisiug to advance them 10,000 rupees, which, iipon iho 
money being paid dow’n, they agreed to comply \yith ; but 
T»ight coming on, nothing transpired, 

“ On the day following, their clamours were t'lOre violent 
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than usual ; LataiUfc went to confer with them on the busi- 
ness of yesterday, offering the same terms; depending upon 
the fidelity of his promises, they consented to return to their 
apartments, which they accordingly did, except two or tli: ce 
of the ladies, and most of their attendants ; Lataifit went 
then to lloshmund Ali Khan, to consult with him about 
wliat means they should take ; they came to a resolution of 
driving them in by force, and gave orders to their sepoys to 
boat any one of the women who should attem])t to niovo 
forward. 'J'hc sepoys accordingly assembled, and each one 
being provided with a bludgeon, they drove tliem, by dint of 
beating, into the zenana. The women, seeing the treachery 
of Jjatallit, proceeded to throw stones and bricks at the sepoys, 
and again attempted to get out; but linding that impossible 
from the gates being shut, they kept up a continual discharge 
till about twelve o’clock, when linding their situation d(‘spiN 
rate, they returned into the Eung ]\rahl,and forced tlicir way 
from thence into the palace, and disperscnl themselves about 
the liouso and gardens. After this Huy were desirous of 
getting into the Begum’s apartments, but she, being n[)prizod 
of their intcmt ions, ordered the doors to bo shut. In the mean 
time LataflU and lloshmund Ali Khan posted justices to se- 
cure the gales of the lesser Alahl. During the whole of this 
conflict, tlio ladies and women remained exposed to the view 
of the sepoys. 

“ The Begum then sent for Lataffit and iroshmiiiul Ali 
Khan, whom she severely reprimanded, and insisted upon 
knowing the cause of tins infamous behaviour. They pleaded 
in their defence the impossibility of helping it, as the treat- 
ment the women bad met with had only been conformable to 
his excellency the Vizier’s orders. The Jlcgum alleged that 
even admitting that the Nabob had given these orders, they 
were by no means authorized in this manner to disgrace the 
family of Sujah Dowlah ; and should they not receive their 
allowances ibr a day or two, it could be of no great moment ; 
what had passed was now at an end ; but that the Vizier 
should certainly bo acquainted with the whole of the affair 
and that whatever ho directed she should implicitly comply 
with. The Begum then sent for two of the children who 
were wounded in tlic affray of last night, and after endeavou^ 
ing to soothe diem, she again sent to LataiEt and Iloshmuiic 
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A-ii Ivliaii, rthtl in the [presence of the children OAprcsscd 

her disapprobation of their conduct, and the improbability of 
Azoph ul.Dowlah’s siiilering the ladies and children of ISujah 
DoAvlah to bo disgraced by being exposed to tlie view of iIh 3 
»(‘poys; upon which LataHit produced the letier from tlio 
JSabob, representing that he was amenable only to the order 
of Ills excellency, and that whatever he ordered it was his dutv 
to obey ; and tliat liad the ladies tlionght pro])er to liavc re- 
tin'd (pii(‘tly to their apartments, lie w ould not liave used the 
means he had taken to compel them. The llegum again 
observed, that what had ])asscd was now over. She then 
gave the children 400 rupees and dismissed tlumi, and sent 
NNord by Sunrud and the other eiinuehs, that if the ladies 
wouM peaceably retire to their aparlinents, Latailit would 
hup[)ly them with 3000 or 4000 rupees for tludr pres(mi ex- 
j)ense'<, and recomimmded them not to incur any further dis- 
grace ; and that if they did not think prop(‘r to act agreeably 
to her directions, they would do wrong. The ladic's fol- 
l(»\\cd her advice, and about ten at night went back to the 
ziiiana. The next morning the Eegum waited upon tho 
mol her of yujali J)owlah, and related to h(‘r all tho eircum- 
staiuvs of the disturbance. Tho mother of Siijah Dowlah 
returned for answer, that after there b(‘ing no aeconiits ke])fc 
l»y cvor(*s of revenue, she was not surprised that the family 
ofSi'jali Dowlah, in their endeavours to proeure subsistence, 
shoiuld he obliged to expose themselves to the meanest of 
th(' ncople. Aft(‘r bewailing their misfortunes and shedding 


maiiV tears, the Hegiiin took her leave and returned home.” 

As a proof of the extremitv of the distress whieh reigned 
in the Khonrd ]\la]d,yonr lonlships have been told that tliese 
Women must have ])erislied through famine, if their gaolers, 
t aptain Jaqnes and Major (lilpin, had not raised money upon 
lh(‘ir ow'ii credit, and aujiplied them with aii occasional relief. 
And therefore when they talk of his peculation, of his taking 
but a bribe here and a bribe tliere, sec tlie consequences of 
Ins system of peculation, sec t lie consc'qneiice of a usurpation 
wiiich extinguishes tho natural authority of the country, sec 
the consequences of a clandestine correspondence that does 
liot let the injuri('s of the country cuine regularly before the 
authorities in Oude, to relieve it ; consider the whole niaaa 
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of criinos, iiiul llini consider the siificrings tliat have arlsoti 
in conaequoiico of it. 

]My lords, it was not c-orporal pain alone that those 'Miser- 
able women sunered. The nnsatisfied era\ings of Ihiii^mt 
and the blows of tlie sepoys’ bludgeons could touch only tlio 
])hysical part of tlicM'r nature. Hut, my lords, men an; made 
of two parts, the physical })art and the moral. Tlie former 
he lias in common wiili tlie brute (Mvation. Like theirs, om- 
cor])oral pains are vi'ry limih'd and tiMuporary. Hut i]!i’ 
suiferings \vbicli temeb our moral nature have a wider ranue, 
and are inlinitely mon' acute, driving the suiferer sometimes 
to the extn.Mnitii'S of despair and dist ractioii. Man, in 
moral nature, becomes, in his progr(*ss through life, a crcMitinv 
of ])rejudice — a creature of opinions a ert^ature of bahils, 
and oi* sentiments growing out of them. These for-M dur 
second nature, as iuhabilanis of tlui couiiiry and iikmiiImms ot 
th() society in which I*ro\ idiMictj ha.s placed us. ^I’his scii.-i- 
bilityofour moral nature is far mon^ acule in that sex whieli 
I may say, without any <*ompliment, tbi'ins the better and 
more virtuous part of maukiud, and wliiiih is at the saiiu; 
time thcb'ast protected from the insults and out rages to which 
this sensibility exposes them. This is a new source of Jecl- 
ings that often make corporal ilistn'ss doubly felt; and it has 
a whole class of disti\‘ss(‘s of its own. These are the things 
that liave gone to th(^ lu'art of tin* Lemmons. 

Wc have stateil iirst, the snUerings of (he Jlegnm, ami 
secondly, the sufferings of t he two thousaml women, I belimo 
they are not fewer in numhm’, that bidong to them, and arc 
de[)endeut upon them, and depemhmt upon their widl-heiiig. 
AVe have staled to you that the court of diri'etors were 
shocked and astonislu'd when they reem'ved IIkj aeconiil of 
the first, befoi’c they had lieard tlio second. AV\* have j)ro\ci( 
they desired him to redress the former, if upon iuguiiw lie 
found that his original suspicious coneeruing tludr eoudm t 
ivcrc ill founded. He has declared here that he did not cm- 
sider these as order.s. Whether lliey were orders or net, 
could anything liave been more pressing upon all the duties? 
and all the sentiments of men, than at least to do what 
just, that is, to make such an inquiry as in the result migl’l 
justify his acts, or have entitled them to redress ? Not o’lti 
truce of inquiry or redress do ^'C iind, except we suppose, cs 
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are lionr nothing after this of the famine, that Mr. Bristow, 

ho seems to be a man of humanity, did so effectually inter- 
pose, that they should no longer depend for the safety of their 
honour on the bludgeons of the sepoys, by which alone it 
seems they were defended from the profane view of the 
vulgar, and ivliich we must state as a matter of great aggra- 
vation in this ease. 

The counsel on the other side say that all this intelligence 
comes in an anonymous paper without date, transmitted from 
a newspaper writer at Fyzabad. This is the contempt witli 
wliieli they treat this serious paper sent to Mr. Hastings him- 
st*]f by official authority; by Hoolas Boi, who was tlie news- 
writer at Fyzabad ; the person appointed to convey authentic 
iiit< Migence concerning the state of it lo the resident at Luck- 
now. The resident received it as suerh ; he transmitted it lo 
-Mr. Hastings, and it was not till this hour, till the counsel 
\\(‘ro instru<!ted (Grod forgive them for obeying such instruc- 
tions) to (r(?at these things with ridicule, that we have hoard 
this Hoolas Boi called a common news-writer of anonymous 
information, and the like. If the information had come in 
any way the least anthenlie, instead of coming in a manner 
tlu! most authentic in wliich it was possible to come to Mr. 
Hastings — bo was bound by every feeling of humanity, every 
principle of regard to his own honour and his em])loyers’, to 
see whether it was true or false ; if false to refute it ; if true 
to afford redress : he has done neither. Therefore we charge 
liin Avith being the cause ; we charge u])on liiin the conse- 
qin nces, with all the aggravations attending them ; and we 
call both upon justice and humanity for redress, as far as it 
can be afforded to these people, and for the severest punish- 
ments which your lordships can inflict upon the author of 
these evils. If instead of the mass of crimes that wo have 
brought before you, this singly bad been charged upon the 
prisoner, I will say that it is a greater crime than any man 
has ever been impeached for before the House of Lords, from 
the first records of parliament to this hour. 

I need not remind your lordships of one particular circum- 
stance ill this cruel outrage. No excuse or ])rctence what- 
ever is brought forward in its justification. AVith respect to 
the Begums, they have been charged with rebellion ; but wlm 
has accused the miserable inhabitants of tln> Kliourd ^Tahl 
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of rebellion or rebellions (lesions ? AVniat hearsay ia there 
even ai^aiiist tliein of it ? — No; even the persons perrn'^ted 
by ^^Ir. Hastings to rob and destroy the country, and Avhc are 
stated by him to have been so employed, not one of that 
legion of locusts ^v}lich be bad sent into the country to (‘at 
up and devour the bread of its inhabitants, and n ho I w 1 
been the cause both of tlie famine itsidf and of ilie inability 
of the llegiims to struggle Avith it; none of these peopl(‘, t 
any, ventured ev(‘n a lu/arsay about tlu'sc Avomcn. 

Were the sutferera fcAV ? There avitc eight hundred of 
them, besides children. AVere tliey persons of any rank ami 
consequence ? We are told that tliey Avero persons of coii- 
aideralile rank and diKstinetioii, connected Avith and living 
under the jirotection of Axomeii of the iirst rank iii .\sia. 
Wen^ they persons not (l(,*S('rving pity ? We know fliat tliey 
were innocent Avomen and eliildren, not accused, and imsus- 
pected of any crime. He has taken into his hi‘ad to spi'ak 
eonteinptuously of these Avomeii of the Ivhourd Mahl; hut 
your lordsliips Avill consider both descriptions gen(*rally with 
some respect; and Avhero tlicy are not ul)je(‘ts of tlie liigliest 
respect, they Avill bo objects of your compassion. Your lord- 
ships by your avenging justiiMi will rescue the name of tlu^ 
British government from the foulest disgrace which this man 
has brought upon it. 

All account of tliese transactions, as avc have proved hy 
Mr. H(jlt’s evidence, Avas regularly transmitted and made 
Known to him. But Avhy do I say made knoAvn to liim ? — 
Ho not your lordsliijis know that Oudo Avas Ids, that lie 
treated it lik(^ Ids private estate^, that he managed it in all its 
coneerns as if it Avcrc Ids jirivate dcme.sno ; that the Nahoh 
dared not do a single act Avithont him ; tliat lie had a n^sident 
there nominated by himself, and forced upon the Nabob, in 
deiiance of the Company’s order ? Yet, notAvithstanding all 
this, AVC do not find a trace of anything done to relieve the 
aggravated distresses of these unfortunate people. 

Tlicse arc some of tho consecpionccs of that abominable 
system which, in defiance of the laws of his country, JNB’- 
.Hastinga establisb(?d in Glide ; be kncAv everything there ; 
he had spies upon Iiis regular agents, and sjiies again upon 
tbeni. Wp can jiroAX' (indeed lie has himself proved), thft^ 
besidea his correspondence w'ilb bis avoAved agents, Major 



avx].i:i:n hastixcs, rsQ. 


277 


Paliiior and !Major i)avy, lu‘ had stvrct correspondence with a 
whole host ot* agents and pensioners, who did and must have 
iiirormcd him ot‘ every eireniiistanee of tliese atfairs. J3ut if 
he had never been informc-d of it at all, tlie Commons coii- 
leiid, and very well and justly contend, that he who usurps 
the government of ii country, who extinguislies the authority 
of its native sovereign, and ])laces iji it instruments of his 
ir.Mi, and that in deliance of those whose orders he was bound 

obey, is responsible for everything that was done in the 
ct>untry. We do charge him with these acts of delimiueneies 
and omi.>sions, we declare him responsible for tlu‘in ; and we 
call for your k)rdshl])s’ judgment upon these outrages against 
liLimaiiity, as cruel perhaps as e\er wiTe suffered in any 
country. 

iMy lords, if there is a spark of manhood, if there is in 
\mir breasts the least feeling of our common hiuminit}', and 
(’spocially for the sufferings and distri‘sses of that ])art of 
human nature which is made by its peculiar constitution more 
(piick and sensible, — if, J say, there is a trace of this in your 
breasts, if you are yet alive to such feelings, it is imj)ossiblo 
that y<ui should nut join with th(‘ Commons of Great Pritaiu 
in ffcliug the utn\ost degree of indignatitui against t\\e iwau 
who was the guilty cause of this aecumulaled distress. You 
see women, whom we have proved to he of ivspi'clable rank 
aiu' e4)nditi<m, (?xposed to what is held to be the last of in- 
iliguilli’s in that country, tin*, view' of a base, insulting, ridU 
eiifiig or ])t'rliaps vainly jntyiiig populace. Voii have before 
\oii the first women in Asia, who consider their honour as 
joined with that of these ])eo[)le, weeping and bewailing the 
e ilamilles of their house. You have seen, that in this mi- 
sery and distress tin? sons of the Aabob were iin’olved, and 
tl'.at two of them were wounded in an attempt to escape; 
and yet this man has had the impndenee to declare his 
doubts of the ^Nabob’s having had any ehihlren in liie plaee ; 
ihough the account of what was going on had been regularly 
transmitted to him. After this, what is there in his conduct- 
liiat can wonder at? 

^ly lords, the mainlenanee of these women liad been 
guaranteed by the Company, but it was doubly guaranteed 
under the great seal of humanity'. The conscience of every 
IPan, and inore especially of the great aud powerful, is the 
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keener of tliat j^rcat seal, and knows wliat is due to its 
autliority. Tor the violation of both these guarantees, •*vith- 
out even the vain and frivolous pretence of a rebellion, and 
for all its consequences, Mr. Hastings is answerable ; and ho 
will not escape your justice by those miserable excuses 
which he has produced to the court of directors, and which 
he has ])roduccd here in his justification. My lords, that 
justification we leave with your lordships. 

We now proceed to another part of our cliargo, Avliich IMr. 
Hastings has not thought proper to deny, but upon which wo 
shall beg leave to make a few observations. You will first 
hear read to you, from the 17th article of our charge, the 
subject-matter to which \\c now wish to call your atten- 
tion. 

"Tliat in or about the month of March, 1783, three of the 
said brothers of the JVabob, namely, IVfyrza Hyder Ally, 
Alyrza Imay ul Ally, and I^Iyrza Sy of Ally, did r(‘pr(*scnt to 
the said Bristow^ that they were in distress for dry bread and 
clothes ; and, in conse(]ucn(*e of such representation, were re- 
lieved by the intervention of the said Bristow'; but soon 
after tb.e deputation of the said Warren Hastings to Oude, 
in the year 178t, that is to say, some time in or about the 
month of September, in the said year 3784, the said lMyr/,u 
Hyder Ally, one of the three princes aforesaid, did fiy to the 
province of Benares, and did remain thi*re in great distress ; 
and that although the said Warren Hastings did w rite to the 
said !Nabob an account of the aforesaid circumstances, in 
certain loose, light, and disrespectful expressions concerning 
the said Myrza Hyder Ally, he did not, as he was in duty 
bound to do, in anywise exert that influence which he actu- 
ally and notoriously possessed over the mind of the said 
Nabob, for the I’clief of tlie said prince, the brother of the 
said Nabob; but without obtaining any satisfactory aud s|)C' 
eific assurances, either from the said Nabob or the said 
minister, the said Warren Hastings did content himself with 
advising the said prince to return to his brother, the said 
Nabob.’' 

The answ^T of Afr. Hastings to that part of the seven- 
teeiith article states ; — “And the said Warren Hastings says, 
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ilial in or about tho iiiojitli of July, in Hit* y(‘ar 1783, a paper 
was rt'eelved, enelosed in a letter to the (jovernoi*- General 
Hiid (‘ouneil from JMr. Bristow, purportin*^ to be a translation 
of a letter from three brothers of the said Vi/aer, in whieh 
tlirv did represent themselves to be in disti-ess i'oi* diy bi*ead 
;iiui clothes ; but whidher such distress actually existed, and 
was I’clievcd by the said Bristow, tluj said WarreJi JIaslinga 
eaiinot set forth.” 

‘•And the said Wbirren liaslings furtlK*!* says, that some 
tiiiK* in the month of S<‘j)l(unb(‘r, 17S1, the said Warren 
1 lasl.iugs, being tlicn at Benares, did receive information that 
M\ r/.a ilyder Ally was arrived there, and tlie said Warri'ii 
Hastings, not knowing before that time that there was any 
sin*’, person, did writer to tin* ^'ahoh Ad/ii*r, to the pin*poi*fc 
or i Hect tollowing : — ‘ A few days ago 1 learned that a jierson 
call(''l iMyrza llyd(‘r Ally was arrived at Benares, and called 
liimst'lfa son ol‘ tlu* d('e{'as(‘d Aiahoh Sujah td Dowlaii, and I 
was also Icdd tliat he caiiK^ from Fyzahad ; as 1 did nut know 
\\!ielh(*r h(' h'ft .Fyzahad with (»r without your consent, I 
thcret'oro (lid not jiay Inm miieh attc'iition, and I Jiow tronhl(,‘ 
MMi to giv(‘ nu) (‘Vi'ry information on the snl>je(*t‘, how he 
came In'ie, and what yonr int(‘iUions are about him ; ho ro- 
iiiaiiis liere in gnait distress, and I therefore? wish to know 
uww sculin^(*nts.’ ” 

* And tlui said AVarren Hastings fuilher says, that having 
r‘‘C ‘iM'd an answer from tlu* said Adzier, he? did, on or about 
tin i:pli of Octobei’, 17s I-, enclose tlie same? in a letter to the 
j'i’.i.l Alyrza, of which letten* the following is a copy: -‘An 
answer is airivcd to wdiat 1 wrote* on your account to the 
A.ihol) A' izier, x\hich 1 enclose to you ; Inning re*ad it, you 
W ill send it hack. 1 conce*ive urn liad better go to the Nabob 
\ i/ie*Fs pres(?jice, wlio will e(*rtainly alVord you protection 
and assistance. 1 will write wbat is j)roper to carry you to 
tlu* Nabob, and it will in eve*iy respe*ct be? for your good; 
\\hat(?ve‘r may be yonr intention on this lu'ad, you will writo 

me*.’ ” 

And the said AV'arren Hastings submits that it was no 
part ()| his duty as (jlovernor-(jrem*ral to interfere with the 
*5Hiel A' izier on bedialf of the said JM yrza, or to obtain from 
said Ab’/jer any specific aHsnraiuva o» Hie subje^et ” 
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Coiitinuiitiou of the seventeenth article of the clmrge • 
“ Unit ill order to avoid famine at home, another of the Na. 
bob’s brolhers, by name Myrza Jiingli, was under the neces- 
eity of Hying from his native country, and did seek protcctici: 
from a certain IMaliomcdan lord, called Myrza Shulfu Jvhaii, 
then prime minister of the Mogul, from whom he did go to 
the camp of the ]\tahratta chief Mliadajce Scindia, where ho 
did solicit and obtain a military command, together with a 
grant of lands or jaghiro, for the subsistence of himscll’, his 
family, and followers ; but, wishing again to bo received uiuKt 
the protection of the British government, the said jMyrza 
Jungli, ill 178*‘J, did apply to the said resident Bristow, 
through J)avid Anderson, Rsq., tlieu on an embassy in the 
camp of the said Scindia ; and, in consecpieiico of such ap- 
plication, the said Bristow, sensible of the disgrace wliicli 
the exile of the said Atyrza .TungU reflected both on tlui said 
Nabob of Oudo and the British nation, did negotiate with the 
Nabob and his ministers for the return of tlie said IMyrza 
•Jungli, and for the settlement and regular payment of some 
proper allowance for the maintenance of the said ]\lyrza 
Jungli; but the allowance reipiired was ultimately refu st a I ; 
and, althougli the whole of tlie transactions aforesaid were 
duly represented to the said Warren Hastings by the said 
Anderson and by the said Bristow', and although he had 
himself received, so (\arly as the 23rd of August, 1782, u 
letter from the Vizier, grievously complaining of the cruel 
and extortions demands made upon him by the said AVarren 
Hastings, — in wdiieh letter be did expressly meiitiua the 
iligbt of bis brother, and the distresses of the w'omen of Ids 
late father, wlio lie said were all his mothers, and that his 
said brothers, from the resumption of their jaghircs, were 
reduced to great afHiction and distress, — and he did attribulo 
the said (light of some of his brethren, and the distresses of 
the rest, and of the w omen w lio stood in a species of maternal 
relation to him, as owing to the aforesaid oppressive demands ; 
yet<'tho said Warren J Fastings did cruelly, inhumanly, and 
corruptly decline to make any order for the better provision 
of any of the said (Mnirieiit family, or for the return of tho 
said prince, who had Hod from his brother’s court to avoid 
the danger of perishing by famiue,” 
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Answer of Mr. ITastiiiga to ihat part of the charge; — 
“And the said AVaiT(*n Hastings furtlier says, that ho was in- 
formed that JVlyrza dimgli, in the said article also mentioned, 
did leave his native country in distrc'ss, and did go to JVfyrza 
Shiilfii Khan, in the said article also mentioned; and the 
said \\^^rrell JIastings likewise achnits lie was informed that 
the said Myrza Jnngli did afterwards leave the said Myrza 
yhullu Kh^n, and repair to the camp of JNliiadajee Seindia, 
witli a view of obtaining some establishment for himself and 
followers.” 

“And the said AVarren Hastings fnrtlier says, that in cer- 
tain lei tors, written by David Anderson, Esq. and dohii Bris- 
tow, ]']s(j., it was repri'sented that the said ]\Iyrza .Jnngli did 
a;'|)lv to the said Bristow, through the said Aiult'rsoii, then 
on ail <'inbassy in tlui eamp of llu*, said Seindia, and that in 
tonseqnence thereof, the said Bristow did, amongst other 
things, apply to the Nabob A’^iziiT for a eiTtaiu allowance to 
be made to tiuj said Alyrza, and for llu' rt'gidar payment tbere- 
of, and that a certain allowance was accordingly settled by 
I Ik? said A’^iziiT on tiu? said ]\lyrza; and tlic said AVarren 
lla.stings says, that information of the above transactions was 
transmitted to the board of conneil ; and that a lettm* from 
Hk' said V^izier was received on the 2‘lrd of August, 1782, con- 
taining ci'rtaiu representations of the ilistrcsst's of himself 
and family ; and lie admits that no order was made by 
him, thi» said AVarren Hastings, for the provision of any of 
t 10 said family, or for the return of the said Myrza ; but the 
^aid Warren Hastings denies tliat he was guilty of any cru. 
t‘lty, inhumanity, or corruption, or of any misconduct w\iat» 
soever in the matters aforesaid.” 

Continuation of the charge “ That some time in or 
abmt the month of December, 1782, the Nabob Behadre, 
another of the brothers of the said Nabob of Oude, did repre- 
sent to the said Bristow, tliat he, the said Nabob B(?hadre, bad 
Hot received a farthing of his allowance for tlie current year, 
and Avas witliout food ; and being Avounded by an as.sassiu, 
who had also murdered his aunt in the very capital of Oude, 
the said Nabob Behadre had not a daum to pay tlie surgeon, 
who attended him for the love of God alone; that at or 
■4bout the period pf thc£|bove represeutaliou, the said Bristow 



282 


sj*Ki:c!i JN tjn: or 


was n'calletl, and llio said Wamni llaslinj^s proceeded up to 
Lucknow, but did not inquire into the said represent at.iona 
Iransiniticd by the said Bristow to Calcutta, nor did order 
relief.” 

Mr. IFastings’s answer to the part of the charge last read : 
— “And the said Warren Ifastiiigs further says, that on tlio 
29th January, 1781, after the recall of the said BristoAv, he, 
the said Brisknv, did Iransmit to the GovtTnor-General aiul 
council two letters, one dahal the 28th of December, 1783, 
the other the 7tli January, 1781, purporting to he written by 
the sai<l Nabob Bcliadre, adiln'ssed to him, the said Bristow, 
to the elfect in the said article stated ; and the said Warren 
.Hastings admits, iliat when at Liickiiow h(i did not institute 
an inquiry iiito th(^ supposed transaction in the said seneu- 
lecnth article stated, or mak(‘ any order concerning tlu; said 
Jk'hadiv, and he d(*ni(‘s that it was his duty so to do.” 
][ero is the name of this Nahoh from a list of the jaghirdars, 
stated by JMr. Burling, page 185 ])rinted minutes. Amongst 
flio names of jaghirdars, the time.s w'hen granted, and tluj 
amount of the jagliirc's, tlu're occurs that of the Nabol) Bt‘- 
liadre, with a grant of a jaghirc of the amount of 20, ()()() 
rupees. 

[The T.ord (Jhmwrllor licre remark('d, that wliat had l)ei‘n 
just road was imitter of the sevejiteimth article of the cliargt'. 
and parts of llie answer to it; and that nj)on looking back to 
the former ])roeeei.iings, it has escapt'd his attention if any 
matter contained in the seventeenth article liad hei'ii madi^ 
matter of the cliarge. That it therefore seemed to inm that 
it could not ])e brought in upon a rc'ply, nut having been 
made matter of the charge origijially.] 

Mi\ Burke. JMy lords, 1 have to say to this, that I hi‘- 
lioYC you have heard th(?se facts made matter of charge by the 
House of Commons, tliat 1 conceive they have been admith d 
by tlio prisoner ; and that th(^ Commons have nothing to do 
with the proofs of anything in their charge which is fully and 
in terms admitted. The proofs which they have product'd 
to your lordships w ere uj)on matters wdiich were contested ; 
but hero the facts are admitted in the fullest manner ; we 
neither have abandoned them, intended to ahandoji them, 
uor ever shall abaudou them ; we have made as a 
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clinrgo, upjii record. The answers to them have been re- 
corded, which answers arc complete admissions of every fact 
in the charge. 

[^Lord Chancellor. I do not make myself understood. 
Tlie objcclioii is not that there has not been evidence given 
upon tlie seventcentli article, but at Hie close of tlie ease on 
the jiart of the managers for the House of Commons, no 
mention having been made of the matter contained in the 
seventeenth article; that therefore, allhoiigb it may all have 
been admitted by the answer to be true, yet in justice, if from 
tliat answer you ground the charge, it is necessary the de- 
fendant should be heard upon it.] 

]\]r. BurX'e. Jf your lordsliips clioosc that tlie defendant 
sl .ill be heard upon it, we have no kind of objection, nor ever 
laid, or proposed an objt'ctioii to the defendant being heard 
upon it. Your lordships know that the deleudani’s couusel 
\alue theins(dves upon having abandoned their d(*tcucc against 
certain parts of llie charge; your lordships know that they 
declared that they broke oil* thus in the middle of their dc- 
1e]ic(‘, in order to expedite this business. 

[Lord Chancellor. Dtcferring to the pro(*eedings, I tliiiik 
it a matter jierfectly clear, that in the course of th(3 charge, 
after certain articles had been gone through, the managers 
ibr liic C<»mmons closed the ease there, leaving tlicrefore all 
tfo other articles, exeejiting those that had been discussed, as 
n alters standing Avith the aiisAvers against them, but not in- 
S’sted uijon ill making out tlieeliarge. Of course, therefore, 
ii’tlie deteudant liad gone into any of tliose articles, tlic de- 
fendant must have been stopped upon them, beeanso be would 
then liave been making a ease in defence to that wliicli bad 
not been made a ease in the prosecution ; the objection there- 
fore is not at all tliat no evideiiee has been examined. To 
he sure it would he an answer to that to say, you are now 
jirocecdiug upon an admission ; but even upon those facts 
that are admitted (if Hie facts are admitted tliat arc insisted 
upon as matter in charge), that should come in tlie original 
state of the cause, and the defendant in common justice uinst 
bo liepd upon tliat, and then, and then only, come the ob- 
servations in reply.] 

il/r. linrke. Wo do not knoAV, nor arc informed, that any 
charge, information, or iudiclmcnl that is before the couri. 
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and upon record, and is not denied by Ibc dcftMuiant, doeu 
not stand in lull lb r<*.o against him. Wo conceive it to be so; 
we conceive it to be agreeable to the analogy of all proee'*d- 
ings ; and the reason why we did not go into and insist n|,‘Oa 
it was, that having a very long cause before ns, and having 
the most full and complete admission upon this subject, we 
did not proceed further in it. The defendant defends him- 
self by averring that it teas not hit; duty. It was not our 
business to prove that it was his duty. It was he that ad- 
mitted the facts assumed lo bo the foundation of Ins duty; 
the negative he was bound to prove, and he never offered to 
prov(i it. 

All that T can say upon Ihis point is, that his delimpieney 
in the matter in question appeared to ns to be a clear distinct 
case ; to ho a great offence ; an offence charged upon the 
record, adinittc'd upon the record, and never by ns abandoned. 
As to Ids defence having been abandoned, we refer your lord- 
ships to the last pidition laid by him upon your table (that 
lihellous petition, which we s]>eak of as a libed upon the 
House of Commons), and Avhich has no validity but as it 
asserts a matter of fact from the ])ciitioner. And there you 
will find that he has declared explicitly, that for the accom- 
modation and ease of this business, ami for its expedition, he 
did abandon his (hdence at a certain period. 

[^Lonl Chancellor, A charge consist ing of a variety of ar- 
liclos in their nature (however connected w ith each other in 
their subject, but in their natnrt*) distinct and specific, if only 
certain articles are ])ressed in the charge, to those articles 
only can a defence be applied; and all the other articles that 
are not made matter of charge oriyinally, have never, in the 
course of any proceeding w hatever, boon taken up originally 
in reply.] 

Mr. Burke. With great respect to your lordship’s judg- 
ment, wc conceive that the objection taken from our not 
having, Jit a certain ])eriod, argued or observed upon the 
])risoner’s answer to the articles not insisted upon is not con- 
clusive, inasmuch as the record still stands, and as our 
charge still stands. It was never abandoned ; and the de- 
fendant might have made a justification to it if he had 
thought fit; ho never did think fit so to do. If your lord- 
ships tliink that we ought not to argue upon it here in our 
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reply, beeAUSo wc did not nr<rno upon it brforo, — Well and 
good ; but we liavc argued, and do argue in our reply, nianv 
things to which he never gave any answer at all. I shall 
bi^g leave, if your lordships please, to retire with my fellow- 
ininiagers for a moment, to consult whether we shall press 
this point or not. We shall not detain your lordships many 
minutes. 

Thfi Managers n Ululrew : — in a few ininvics ilie ^TanagcrB 
rclurncd again into the I Fall , 

Mi\ JhirJcc, INfy lords, the managers have consulted 
among themselves upon this business; they first referred to 
y)ur printed proceedings, in order to see' the particular cir- 
<*i instance on A\hicli tlu? observation of your lordship is 
finiiHled ; — wo find it thus stated Tlien the managers for 
the Commons informed the Lords, that, saving to themselves 
their \indouhted rights and i^rivileges, tlu; Commons were 
content to rest th(‘ir charge' here.” — We r(‘stt‘d oiir charge 
there, not because wo meant to etfacc any prc'cedent matter 
of the charge which had been made by us, and of wliicli the 
facts had been admitted by the defendant, but sim])ly saving 
onr rights and privil('g(‘s ; that is, to resume (and to malv(j 
new matter if we thought lit), tlu; Commons were content 
to rest the charge there. 

1 hav(‘ further to remark to your lordships, that the counsel 
fo * the defendant have opened a vast variety of matter that 
is not upon reeord, either on o\ir ])art or on tlu'irs, in order to 
iluistrate and to support their cause; and they have spoken 
day after day upon the principles on which their delenee was 
made; m3'' great object now is an examination of tliose prin- 
ciples, and to illustrate the effects of these principles by ex- 
amples which arc not the less cogent, the less weighty, and 
the less known, because they are articles in this charge. 
Most assnredl}^ they are not. If x^onr lordships recollect th© 
tipeeches that Avere made here, you kiunv that great merit was 
given to Mr. Hastings for matters that were not at all in the 
i’harge, and which would put us under the greatest difficiil* 
ties, if we were to take no notice of them in our reply. For 
instance, his merits in the Mahratta war, and a great mass of 
matter upon that subject, were oblicpicly and for other pur- 
poses brought before yon, upon Avhich they argued. That 
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immense mass of iiialtcr, containing an immense mass oi 
principles, and ^vluch ^vas sometimes supported by alleged 
[acts, sometimes by none, they have opened and argued up on, 
as matter relative to principle. In answer to their argument, 
we propose to show the mischiefs that have happened fro.ii 
the mischievous principles laid down by Mr, Hastings, and 
the mischievous consequences of them. 

If, however, after this explanation, your lordsliips arc of 
opinion that we ought not to be allowed to tahe this course*, 
washing to tall in with your lordsliips’ sentiments, we shall 
abandon it. lint wo will remind your lordsliips that sueli 
tilings stand upon your records ; that they stand unanswered, 
and admillod on your records ; and eoiiscqueritly they cannot 
be destroyed by any act of ours, bnt by a renunciation of 1 lie 
charge, whicli renunciation wc cannot make, because tlie de- 
fendant lias clearly and fully admit tod it to be founded in 
fact. Wc cannot ])lcad error ; we cannot retract it. And 
why ? llccanso ho has admitted it. ^^Vc therefore only ri'- 
inind yonr lordships that the cliarge stands iincontradicted ; 
and that the observation wc intended to make upon it was 
to show your lordships that the principles iqion which he 
defends all such conduct arc totally false and groundless, 
Eut though your lordships should be of opinion that wc can- 
not press it, yet wc cannot abandon it; it is not in your 
power — it is not in our power — it is not in liis power, to 
abandon that charge. You cannot acquit him of that charge ; 
it is impossible. If, liowever, your lordships, for the accoiu- 
inodatioii of business, method of proceedings, or any circum- 
stance of that kind, wisli we should sa)’^ no more upon tlio 
subjtjct, we close the subject there, Yonr lordsliips are in 
possession both of the charge and the admission ; and wo 
wish, and avc cannot wish better than to leave it as it is upon 
the record. 

The Lord Chancellor here said. The opinion of tlie Lords 
can only be with me matter of conjecture. I certainly wns 
not commanded by tlie House to state the observation that 
iiad occurred to me ; — but in the position in which it now 
stands, 1 feel no difficulty in saying, as my own judgment, 
that notliiiig can be matter in reply that does not relate to 
those articles that were pressed in the original charge ; and 
therefore, in this position of the business of reply, you cannot 
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go into new inntter arising out of other articles tli.it were not 
ori.ij;inally insisted upon. 

Mr. fhirJce. Wc were aware of the ohjectioii that might 
he niado to admitting oiir observations, if considered as observ- 
jitions upoji the seventeenth article, but not when considered 
witli reference to facts on the record before you, for the j^ur- 
pose of dis])roving the ])rinciples upon which the defendant 
and liis counsel had relied, fliat was the piirj)osc for which 
’AO proposed chielly to make Iheiu ; but your lordship’s [the 
j,v)rd Chancellor’s] own personal aulhorliy will ha\e great 
wciglit with ns, and iinh‘ss we perceive sonn* other peer dilVor 
from you, ^Ye will take it in the eonrsci wo liave eonstanlly 
done; we never have semi your lordships out of the hall to 
(•' .isc/it upon a inatler upon which the noble lord appeared 
to have formed a decision in Ins own mind; wo take for 
I'linled that what is deliveriMl from tliii woolsack, to Avhicli 
n-j peia* expresses a dissent, is tlic senst^ (»f llio House, as 
sucli we take it, and as such we submit to it in this instance. 


Thcrelbre leaving this upon tln^ re(‘ord as it stands, with- 
out observing upon it, and submitting to your lordships’ de- 
cision, that we eannot, according to order, observe iji reply 
uj)on w'liat was not declared by us to be a])art of lluM-barges 
meant to insist nj)on, we proeeed to anutluT business, 
c have alreadv staUnl to yoiir lordships, and wo beg to 
re iilnd yeni (»f it, the stat(‘ and eonditioii of the country of 
O nie when JMr. Hastings first came to it; his subsequent 
ai d immediate usurpation of all the powers of government, 
and tlie use he made of them ; the tyranny he exenrised over 
the ]Sahol.) himself, the tyranny he oxc'rcised upon his mother 
and grandmother, and all the other females of his family and 
tlu'Ir (lepeiulaiits of (‘v<*ry description, to the number of about 
eight hundred persons ; the tyranny exereised (though wo 
are not at liberty to press it noAv) upon his bndhreii. AVe 
have sliOAvn you how he eonfiscated the projierty of all the 
jaghirdars, the nobility of the country; wo have proved to 
yonr lordships that ho was Avcll accpiainted Avith all tho 
nnscry aiid distress occasioned by these proceedings, and that 
ho afforded the sufferers no relief. A\^e jioav ])roceed to rc- 
Vuwv the effects of this general mass of usurpation, tyranny, 
and oppression, upon the rcA'crues and tho prosperity of the 
country. j 1 ^ 
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Your lorclf^liips will liral be pleaded to advert to the state 
ill wliicli JNIr. Hastings rouiidthe country ; — in what state Iio 
found its revenues who were the executive ministers of the 
government; wliat their coiiduet was, and by whom they 
were recommended and siipjiorted. For the evidence of these 
facts, we refer your lordships to your printed minutes — there, 
my lords, they stand recorded ; they never can be cxpung(‘(l 
out of your record, and the memory of mankind, whether 
we be permitted to press them at this time upon your lord- 
ships or not. Your lordships will there find in what man- 
ner the government was carried on in Oude, in 1775, before 
the period of Hastings’s usurpation; jVfr. Hastings, you 
w'ill find, has himstdf tliere stated that the ministia* was 
recommended by the Begums ; and vtui will remark this, be- 
cause j\lr. Hastings afterwards makes her iuterfermice in the 
government of her son a part of his crimination of the 
Begums. 

Tlio resident at the court of Omle thus writes on tlie 2ud 
of March, 1775 : — “ Notwithstanding the confidence the Na- 
bob rej)oses in ^I.iirte/a Khan, the Bi'gums are much dissatis- 
fied with his elevation. They recommended to his exiad- 
lency to encourage the old servants of the governnumt, whose 
intluencc in the country, and experienci', might have strength- 
ened his own authority, and sealeil him lirmly on th(' Mus- 
nud; in some measure this too may appi'ar consistent with 
the interest of the Company, for as Klija Khan and tlie old 
ministers liave, by fnapient instances w ithin the-ir ow n know- 
ledge, experienced the power of our government, such im n 
1 should conceive are much more likely to pay deference to 
the Company, than a person wIjo at present can have but a 
very im|)erfect idea of the degree of attention which ought 
to be paid to our connexion with the Nabob.” Your lord- 
ships see that the Begums recommended the old servants, 
contrary to tlie maxims of Kehoboam, — those who had served 
his fatlier and had serv(Ml the country, and who w ere strongly 
inclined to support the Englisli interest then?. Your lord- 
ships Avill remark the ctfeets of the Bi'.giim’s influence upon 
the state of things in 1775, that the Nabob had been advised 
by his mother to employ tlie confidential servants of hia 
lather; persona conversant in the affairs of the country, per- 
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sons interested In it, and persons wlio wore well disposc^d to 
support the English connexion. Your lordships will now 
attend to ii letter from Mr. Jh-istow, at JiUeknow, to the 
hoard, dated 2Sth JN'ovember, 1775: — I also neglected no 
]»art of my duty on the spot ; but advised the minister, even 
at .Lueknow, according to my letter ot* the third instant, to re- 
commend it to the Nabob to dismiss his iis(dess and mutin- 
ous troops, which measure seems, by present appearances, to 
Iiavo siiccc'cded beyond expectation, as the rest ot* llu? army 
do now ])ay the greatest attention to his exccdleney’s oimUm's ; 
ahv:uly the complaints of the violences the troops used to 
commit arc greatly decreased; they profess ohedic'iice, and 
by tilt* best intellig(*neo I can obtain of their disj)ositiun, 
there seems to be little doubt that the examples made by 
(lishanding Bussunt’s corps has every good eilect we could 
wish, which had crossed the river and voluntarily surrender- 
ed their arms the day before yestiTilay to the !N:ihob.’’ 

Jlis next letter is dat<'(l iJlth Jinu', 177(): — “Honoiirahle 
Sir and Sirs, — It is Elija Khan’s tirst ohjeet to regulate the 
Vizier’s rev(uuu‘ ; and 1 must do him the justice to say, tliat 
the short time he has been in olliee ho has ht'cii iiulefatiga- 
hle, and already setthal the greatc'r part of tlu? province of 
Oiide, pud iixed on the distrirls for the assignments of llie 
aiMMv subsidy, ('orah and Allahabad he has disposed of, and 
called for tiie Dooah and Jbdiilehund accounts, in order t() 
adjmt, tluan as soon as possible. This activity will, 1 hope, 
produce' tlie most salutary ellects at the ])res(*nt juncture, 
lau’ii^tlie eomiiMUieeiiKuit of the season for lla^ cultivation. 
The uuii'ls, hy being thus early placed in their oillees, have 
the •ppurtunity of advancing tuekovy, eneouragiug the ryots, 
ftml making their agremneuis in their sev(‘ral districts, in 
Jetting under farms, or disposing of the lands in such a 
aannier as they may judge most expedient. If, though simi- 
Jjir to the late minister’s conduct, a delay of two or threo 
months should occur in the settlement of t he lands, the peo- 
ple tlironghont the country would ho disheartened, and in- 
evitably a very heavy balance accrue on the revenue. I have 
bjouhh'd the honourable board with this dt'tail, in the first 
place, to show the propriety of Elija KhAu’s eoiuhict ; and 
in the next, the essential service that w ill be rendered to tho 
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Vi/icT by coiitiiuiiii" Colonel Parker’s detaclnncnt cluiiu|» 
the whole rains in Corah, if required by tlie Vizier.” 

My lords, you have now had a view of the state of Oiulo 

f )revious to the first period of our connexion witli it. \our 
ordships have seen and understand that part of tlie niic. 11» 
period, with w^hich wo do not mean to trouble you again. 
You will now' be pleased to attend to a letter from Fyzoohi 
KhAii to the Governor- General, received the 13th of Febru- 
ary, 1778: — “This country of Cuttah, which formerly de- 
pended on the Kohilla states, and which I consider as now 
appertaining to tlie Company, was very populous and fionrish- 
ing, but since the commencement of the Nabob Vizier’s 
government, the farmers appointed by liis ministers havij 
desolated the country. Its situation is at present very 
ruinous ; thousands of villages, formerly populous, are now 
utterly deserted, and no trace left of them. 1 have already 
written to Hoy Buckstowr Sing a full account of the tyranny 
and oppression exercised by the farmers, to be communicated 
to you ; the constant revenue of a country depends on llio 
care of its rulers to preserve it in a nourishing stale. I 
have been induced to make the representation by my attach- 
ment to the interest of the Company, for otherwise it is no 
concern of mine. Should these oppressions continue one <>i‘ 
two years longer, and the rulers take no measures to put a 
stop to them, the whole country will be a desert.” 

jNly lords, upon lliesc slatemcnts I have only to make this 
remark, that you lias c seen tlic first state of this country ; 
and that the period w hen it had fallen into the state last de- 
scribed, w'as about two years after Mr. Hastings had obtained 
the majority in the council, and began to govern this coun- 
try by his lieutenants. We know that the country was put 
by him under military collectors; you see the consequences. 
The person wdio makes this representation to Mr. llastinga 
of tlie state of the country, of its distress and calamity, and 
of the desolation of a thousand of the villages formerly 
flourishing in it, is no less a person than a prince of a ncigli- 
bouring country, a person of whom you have often heard, 
and to whom the cause of humanity is much indebted, 
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liniiK'ly, Py/oolft Klian; a prince whose coimlry the Eii^^lish 
resident, travellirifr through, declares to he cultivated like a 
garden. That this was the state of the llohilla country is 
owing to its having very fortunately heeii one of those that 
eseaj)ed the dominion of Atr. Hastings. 

We will now read to your lordships a letter from Sir Eyre 
(.'oote to the hoard at Calentta, dated the lltli (>!’ Seiiteinher, 
^770 Hoiiourahle Sir and Sirs, — The day hi fore yeslm*- 
day I. (‘iicampcal near Allahahad, where the. Vizier did me the 
hv)nour of a visit ; and yestenlny morning, in my way hither, 
1 n-lurni'il it, and was reei‘ived hy liis (‘Aeellvmey with every 
mark of ros|u‘ct and distinction, 'fhis morning he called 
lu're, and W(; had some general conversation, which princi- 
pally tiiriu'd upon the snhj(‘et <»f Ids attaehment to the Eng- 
lish, ’.nd his readiness to show the sincerity ot' it n|)on all 
t>cea.<Ioiis. It is to hi‘ wished wi‘had einployetl tlu* iutlnenei‘ 
whi<‘h such favouraldc stuiliments must have given ns morii 
to llu' benetll of the eountry and ourselves; hut i ft‘ar tlu' 
(list resses which evidently a[)(i(‘ar on tin' fae(Md*the oiu‘, and 
llu‘ lailnre ofthe revenues to tlu‘ other, ar(‘ not to bi‘ wliolly 
a.'crihed to the Vizier’s niisnianagemeiit.’' — This is the testi- 
iiKMiy ol Mr. Hastings’s own pensioner, Sir Eyn^ C’oote, re- 
spect ing tlu* known state of th(,‘ country during the time of 
this hoirihle usurpation, wliieli Sir Eyre Coote meiition.s 
Mudei the Soft name ot* our inihienee. liut there could he? 
but <■'!»■ voiei' upon tin* suhji'ct. and that your lordships shall 
now M'ar fi*oni Mr. Hastings himself. AVe refer yoiii* lord- 
|shi[>s to the minute of the (iovernur-CJeiierars consultation, 
Eoi’l, William, 21st Alay, 17sl . — He is here giving his naisons 
lor going into the np[)er proviiiei's. 

“Tlu- province of Onde having fallen into a state of great 
disorder and confusion, its n’sonrecs being in an extraordinary' 
degu'c diminished, and tlie Nabob, Azoph nl Dowlah, having 
cariujstly enireatod tlio presence of tlic (iovi'rnor-Qeneral, 
‘Old oVelared that, unless soim» (‘ll’eetual nu'asnros are lakt'ii 
mi- his relief, he mnsi he under th(» necessity of leaving his 
"oiMilvy :nul coming dijwii to (’alentta, to present his situ- 
ation to this goveriinieiit ; — the (lOviTiior-deiu-ral theroforo 
Ipruposfs^ the concurrence of Mr. Wilder, to visit thn 

i; *2 
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province of Oiide, as spiM'clily as the aftairs rf tlic ])rosi(loncy 
wiil admit, in hopes that from a niiimte and personal observa-* 
tion of the ciroumstancoa of that country, the system of 
inana<j;cment whicli has been adopted, and the characters and 
conduct of the persons employed, he may possibly bo able 
to concert and establish some plan by wliicli the provinr * « f 
Onde may in time be restored to its former state of atilueii(‘(‘, 
good order, and prosperity.’* 

Yonr lordsliipa have now tlic whole chain of the evidence 
complete, witli regard to the stab' of the country up to the 
period of IMr. Hastings’s journey into the country. You set* 
that Mr. Hastings himself admits it to have been fonnerlv in 
a most flourishing, orderly, and prosperous state. Its con- 
dition ill 1781 he describes to you in words, than which no 
enemy of Ids can use stronger, in ordm* to paint the state in 
which it then was. hi this state he found it wlnm lie went 
up in the year 1781, and he h'ft it, with regard to any sub- 
stantial regulation that was exeentt'd or eonld hi* executed, 
in the state in which he foiiud it; al’tin* having increased 
every one (d’ those gric'vances which he pretended to ri'dress, 
and taken from it all the little resources that ri'inained in it. 

AV e now come to a snhs(*quent period, at whieli time the 
state of the eountry is thus described !)>' Air. Jlristow on tin* 
12th Deeemher, 1782: — ** Despotism is the principle upon 
which every ineasun^ is founded, and the people in tlie interim* 
parts of the country an* rult^d at tlie discretion of the 
uumil or fouzdai* for tiui time being; they exercise, williin 
the limits of their jurisdiction, the powers of life and death, 
and decisions in civil and other cases, in the same extent as 
the sovereign at tlic cajiilal. The forms presented by tiu^ 
ancient institutions of the Mogul empire are unatt(’iid<’d to, 
and the will of Hie provincial magistrate is the sole law ot 
the people; the total relaxation of tlie Vizier’s authority, In's 
inattention and dislike to business, leave the aiimils in 
session of tliis dangerous power, unawed and uncontrolled 
by any opposition of retrospection or the interference oljns- 
tice. I can liardly (|uotc an instance, since the Vizier’s ac- 
cession to the musnnd, of an aumil having been punished lor 
oppression, tliongh the complaints of the people and the state 
of the country are notorious proofs of the violences (hiny 
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com-niitoil; it is even become unsafe for irav(‘ll€r8 to pass, 
except ill large bodies — murders, thefts, and other enormities 
tjhocldng to Immanity, arc committed in open day.” 

Ill another paragrajdi of the same letter, he says, “ Such 
lias been the system of this government that the oppressions 
liavo generally originated u ilh the aumils; they have been 
rarely selected for their abilities or integrity, but from favour, 
or 1 he means to advaneo a large sum. IJ poii being appointed 
to their oiliee, the aiimil eiittTs upon his trust ruined in re- 
})utation and fortun<\ and unless he aeeomjdishes his engage- 
iiuMit-s, whicli is s(‘ldom the case, disgrace and punishment 
follow ; and tliough the balance of revenue may be vigorously 
demanded of him, it has not been usual to institute any 
inquiry for oppression. The zemindars, thus left at the mercy 
of the aumils, are often driven to relxdliou the weak are 
()hliu:ed to suhinii to his <‘\actions or lly the country, and the 
iuiiiul, unuhle to rediuaj tlie more powerful, is coinj)ell(*d to 
(‘jiler into a disgraceful compromise^; eveuy zemindar looks 
to his fort for ])rote'etion, ami tlu' country is crowded with 
tlioin; Almas Ali Jvhaii has not loss tlian seven hundred in 
his districts. Thus it has become a general custom to seize 
\\\c. brother, son, or some near relation or (Uqieiidant of the 
dilfercjit zemindars, as liostages for the securily^ of the revenue; 
a gr(‘at; aiimil will sometimes have three or four luiiulrcd of 
ilit‘so host iges, whom lie is obliged to confine in ])laces of se- 
curity — ii few men like Almas Ali Klian and Coja Din ul 
Dim have, from their regularity in performanee of pecuniary'^ 
eiigageinents, rendered tiuunselves useful to the A'izier. A 
sfricl scrutiny into iiis allairs was at all times irksome to his 
exec leiu-y, and none of his ministers or ollieers about his 
person possessing tlie active persevering spirit requisite to 
euiiduet the detail of engag(uuents for a number of small 
lanns, it became convenient to receive u large sum from a 
gn'jit lariner without trouble or deiicieney. This system was 
lolluwed by the most peniicious cousequeuees ; these men 
ye ro above all control, they exacted their own terms, and the 
districts they fanned were most cruelly oppressed; the 
revenue of Rohiknind is reduced above a third, and Almas Ali 
k baifs administration is well known to have been oxtreinelj 
violent.” ^ 
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AVo will iioxt ivad to yonr lordsliips an extract from Cap- 
tain Kdwards’s (jvidonco: — “ Q, JIad you any opportiniity of 
obxorvinjy tho gcnc‘ral face of tho country in the time of 
Snjah Dowlah ? — A, 1 had. Q. Did you remark any diiVcr- 
ciK'o ill the j;eucral stale of the country at that time, and Iho 
])ei*iod w’licn you made your latter observation; did you 
observe any ditfiMviiee betw'een tiie condition of the country 
at tliat tiim* and that of Sujah Dowlah in tlio year 177 !-, the 
latter period you hav() mentioned? — A. I did; a very mat(v 
rial diltenMua*. Q. In what r(‘S[)e(‘t ? A. In tlu; t^cMU'ral 
aspect tiiat tlie country bore and the cidtivation of the 
country, that it was iutinitely lietter cultivated in 177l! tlian 
it was in l7Sd. Q. Vou said you had no opportunity of 
observing; the face of iho country till you Vas apptiintcd 
aid-de-camp to the Nabob? — A. No; except by marebim^ 
and couiitermari'liiiiLf ; 1 marcliod in the year 1774 through 
the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlali’s ])rovinc(?s into Kohilciind. 
Q. Had you those opjiort unities from tho time of your going 
there in 1771? 1 had; but not so much as [ had after 

bc'ing a|>poiul(‘d nid-dc-camp to tlui Vi/.icM*, l)(‘caus(‘ I Avas 
always liefore iii a subordinate silualioii. I marched in a 
direct line before, wltli ibe troops; but afteiwvards, when 1 
was aid-de-camp to his cvcclloiicy, 1 was my own master, 
and made fr(‘(pient excursions into the ditferent parts of the 
country. Q. Had you an opjiortuiiity of observing the dif- 
ference in the general hnppim^ss and disposition of t he people ? 
— A. 1 had. Q, Did you observe a dilVi‘reiic(i in that respect 
also, betwi'eii your first coming and the year 17S:i r — A. Yes, 
a very sensible diJJhivncc; in Siijab nl Dowlali’s time the 
country was in a very tlonrisliijig state in merebandise, eulti- 
vnfion, and every firiiclo of comnieree, and the pooplo thru 
semm*d to lie veiy bappy under Jiis govornment, Avliich latterly 
was not the case, beeauso the country in reality appeared in 
the year 1774 in a llourisliiiig state, and in iho year 1783 it 
appeared comparatively forlorn and desolate. Q, AVas the 
court of Azopli ul Dowlah, when you loft India, equal in point 
of sjdendour to whatit Avas in tho time of Sujali ul Dowdah ? — 
A, By no means ; it Avas not equally splendid, but far inferior. 
Q. Were tho depondants and oHicera belonging to the court 
paid in the same punctual inanHci ? — A> No; 1 really cannot 
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say wiiotlicr they were paid more regularly in Sujali Dowlah’g 
time, only they appeared more wcaltliy, and more able to live 
in a splendid style, in his time than they ever have done 
since bis death.*’ 

Here then your lordships sec the state of the country m 
1783. Your lordships may trace the whole progress of these 
evils step by step from the death of Siijah ul Dowlah to the 
time of Mr. Hastings’s obtaining a majority in the council; 
aft<‘r which he possessed the sole and uncontrolled maiiagc- 
im*nt of the country ; you have seen also the consequences 
that immediately followed till the year 1781, when he went 
iij) a second time into the eountry. 

1 do not know, my lords, that it is necessary to make any 
observation upon this state of things. You sec that the na- 
tive authority was, as wc have proved, utterly extinguished 
hy Hastings — and that tluTO was no superintendent 

j)o\vcr but his. You liave heard of the oppressions of the 
i’ariners of the revenues — and wc have shown you that these 
farmers generally were English ollicers. We have shown you 
in what manner Colonel Hannay, one of these fanners sent 
i>y Mr. Hastings, acted, and part ieularly the accumulation of 
hostages which wore inad<5 by him. \Vc have shown you 
that hy their arbitrary and tyrannical proceedings all regular 
government was subverted, and that the country experienced 
the last and most dreadful eftects of anarchy. We have 
shown you that no other security was left to any hnmau 
being, but to intrench themselves in such forts as they could 
make, and that these forts, in one district only of ihc country, 
had increased in number to the amount of seven hundred. 
Your lordships also know, that when the prisons and mud 
forts in which Colonel Hannay kept liis hostages confined 
''(TO full, ho kept them in uncovered cages in the open air. 
Toil know that all these farmers of revenue were either 
English and military men, or natives under an abject submis- 
sioii to them ; you know that they had the whole country in 
nssignments ; that the jaghires were all confiscated for their 
benefits ; and you find that the whole system had its origin 
at .the time when Mr. Hastings alone formed in effect the 
Authority of the supremo council. The weakness of the 
^aboh, ns Sir Kyiv (Vote tells yon, could not have been alone 
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tlio cause uf tliese evils, and tliai onr iidlLicnec over him, if 
not aetiially the cause of the utter ruin, desolation, and 
anarchy of that country, might have been successfully exerted 
in preventing. 

AV lion vour lordships shall proceed to judgment upon liieso 
accumulated wrongs, arising out of the usurped power of iho 
prisoner at your bar, and redressed by him in no one instaiico 
Mdiatever, lot not the usurpation itself of the Nabob’s power 
be considered as a trivial matter. AVheii any priucc at tlio 
head of a great country is entirely stripped of everything in 
his government, civu or military, hy which his rank may he 
distinguished or his virtues exercised, he is in danger on>(‘- 
comiiig a mere animal, and of abandoning himself wholly 
to sensual gratillcatioiis. lYvling no personal interest in the 
institutions or in the general welfare of the eonntry, he suf- 
fers the (former and many wise and laudable institutions 
('xistc'd in the provinces of the Nabob, for their good order 
and government) to fall into disuse; and he heaves the coiiii- 
Iry itself to persons in inferior situations, to bo wasted nml 
destroyed by tliem. You find that in Oude the very apj)ear- 
aiicc of justice had been banished out of it, and that every 
auniil exorcised an arbitrary power ov(‘r the lives and fortunes 
of the ])ei)ple. INly lords, we have llio proofs of all these 
facts ill our hands; they are in your lordships’ minutes ; and 
though we can state nothing strongtT than is stated in the 
papers lliemselves, yet wo do not so far forget our duty as not 
to point out to your lordships such observations as arise out 
of them. 

'fo close llie wliolo, your lordships shall now liear read an 
extracft from a most curious and extraordinary letter, sent by 
him to the court of directors, preparatory to his return to 
England. — “ JNly only remaining fear is that the members of 
the council, se(‘ing atfairs through ii ditlerent medium from 
that through which 1 view them, may bo disposed, if not to 
counteract the system whieli I have formed, to withhold from 
it their eonnteiiaiicc and active support ; while I myself re- 
main, it will be sutricicnt if they permit it to operate without 
interruption, and 1 almost hope, in the event of a new ad- 
ministration of your affairs, which shall confine itself to tlio 
same forbearance, and manifest no symptoms of intended in- 
terfcrcncOj the objects of arrangements will be eflcciually 
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fitlainoil ; for 1 leave tlieni in llic charge of agents ^vhosc in 
tcrests, ambition, and every prospect of life are interwoven 
with their success, and the hand of heaven has visibly blest 
tli(j soil with every ehnnentary source of progressive vogeta- 
lion. i3ut if a (liilerent policy shall be ado|)ted, if ncAV 
agents are sent into tlie country and armed witli authority 
for the purpose of vtmgeanee or corruption, to no other will 
they be applied. If new dcuuands are raised on the Nabob 
A'lzier, and aecounls overcharged on one side with a wide 
Jut it lido taken on Die other to swell his debt beyond the 
lutans of payment; if political dangiTS are porltmded to 
ground oil them the pl(‘as of burtlieuing liis country with 
uunecossary defcnc(‘s and enormous subsidies ; or if evmi 
ahstaiuiug from dirc'i't eiUToacbment on the Nabob’s rights, 
ymr goveriinuMit shall show but a di'grec of personal kind- 
iK'ss to the partisans of the late nsurpation, or by any coii- 
struclivo indication of partiality and disalfection, furnish 
ground for the oxpeetntion of an ap})roaching ehnnge of sys- 
tem, 1 am sorry to say that all mv laboui’s will prove abor- 
tive. For the slightest eanses will be sutlhdent; to di'ject 
minds sore with the renuanbramje of past eontlicts, and to 
el«‘vat(‘ ihos(3 whose only di'jiendencc is placed in tlie renewal 
of tin confusioi whieh T have laboured with such zeal to 
eradieate, and Avill of course debilitate the authority AAbich 
e.'iu alt)ne insure future success. 1 almost fear that this d(v 
mii.ciatioii of etieets from causes so incompetent, as tlioy will 
:ip])ear to those who have not luul the e.xpevienco which I 
haAv‘ had of the (piick sensibility which iiilluences the habits 
of men ]jlaced in a st.ato of ])ollcy so loose, and subject to 
till continual variations of capricious and despotic autlioriiy, 
will be deemed overcharged, or perhaps void of foundation ; 
nor, if they should come to pass, will it be easy to trace 
them with any positive evidence to tlieir connexion ; yet it is 
my duty to apprize you of Avbat 1 apprelieiid, on grounds 
uliicli i deem of absolute eertaiiity, may come to pass; and 
T rely on your candour for a fair interpretation of my inten- 
tion.” Here, my lords, the prisoner at your bar has done 
exactly Avbat bis bitterest accuser w ould do — he goes tliroiigb, 
head by head, every one of the measures which lie had him- 
self pursued in the destruction of the country; and he fore- 
tells that, if any one of those measures should again be pur- 
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sued, or even if fj;oo(l cause should be given to suspect they 
would be renewed, the country must fall into a state of in- 
evitable destruction. This supersedes all observation. This 
paper is a recapitulated, minute condemnation of every step 
wliich ho took in iliat country, and which steps are every 
one of them upon 3 'oiir lordships* minutes. 

But, my lords, wc know very well the design of thcMj 
])retendcd apprehensions, and why ho wished to have that 
country left in the state lie speaks of. ITo had left a secret 
agent of Ins own to control that ostensible government, and 
to enable him, silting in the place where he now sits, to con- 
tiiuie to govern those j)rovinces in the way in which he now 
governs them. [A inurnnir having arisen here, Mr. Burke 
])roceeded.] If 1 am called upon to re-word what I have 
just said, i shall repeat my words, and show strong grounds 
and reasons tx) indicate that he govcirns Oude now as much 
as he ever did. 

You see, my lords, that the reform which lie pretended to 
make in 1781 jiroduced the calamities which he states to have 
evisled in 1781. Wo shall now show, that the reform which 
he pretended to make in 1781 brought on the calamities which 
Lord Cornwallis states in his evidence to have existed in 1787. 

AVe will now read two letters from Lord Cornwallis ; the 
first is dated the l(5th November, 1787 1 was received at 

Allahabad and atioiuled to Lucknow by the Nabob and his 
ministers, with every mark of friendship and respect ; 1 can- 
not, however, express how much I was concerned during my 
short residence at his capital, and my progress through his 
dominions, to bo witness of the disordered state of his finances 
and government, and of the desolate ajipearaneos of his 
country ; the evils were too alarming to admit of palliation, 
and 1 thought it 1113 " duty to exhort him, in the most friendly 
manner, to endeavour to apply etfectual remedies to them. lie 
began with urging as apology that, whilst he was not certain 
of the expense of our demands upon liini, he had no real in- 
terest in being economical in his expenses, and that while we 
interfered in the internal inaiiageincnt of his aflairs, his own 
authority and that of his ministers were despised by his own 
eubiccts. It would have been useless to discuss these topics 
with him ; hut while I repeated my former declarations of 
our being determined lo give no ground in future for sir.iiiai 
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com])laiiits, lie g.ivc 1*10 the slrongest assurances of his being 
resolved to ap])ly himself earnestly to the cncourngcmciit of 
agriculture, and to endeavour to revive the commerce of his 
country.” 

The second is dated the 25th April, 1788: — Till I saw 
the Vizier’s troops, 1 was not without hope, that upon an 
enuM’genoy he would have betui able to have furnished us with 
useful cavalry ; but 1 have no reason to Ixdicve that he 
lias any in his serviec upon which it would ho jinident to 
]>lacc any dejiendence ; and 1 think it right to add, that liis 
• oiuitiT ap])ears to be in so ruined a state, and liis finances 
ill so iinich disorder, that even in case of Avar avc ought not 
lo d(‘|)eiid upon any material support from him.” 

]\ry lords, I have only to rtunark upon these h‘tt(u*s that, 
so lar as they go, they ])rove the ellects of J\lr. Ifastings’s 
rrtorination, from which lie Avas pleased to promise the Com- 
]iaiiy such great Ihings. Ibit a\ lien your lonlsliips knoAv that 
li(' liad left his dcpiMidant and minister, IfydcM* Jleg Khan, 
tlu iv, Avhose character, as your lordships Avill find by a refer- 
ence to your minutes, he has ri'presc'nlcd as black as hell, to 
ill- the real governor there, and to earry on private corresjiond- 
eiicc Avith liiin licrc, — and that lie had left Major rainier, 
liis private^ agent, for a considerable lime in that eouutry to 
cany on his allairs, — your lordships av ill easily see how it haa 
eojiie to pass that the Vizier, such a man as you have heard 
kin described to be, Avas not alone able to restore prosperity 

eis country. My lords, you liave iioav seen Avhat Avas the 
sitcition of the country in Sujah Dowlah's time, prior to JMr. 
Hastings’s interference Avilh the goATriiment of it; Avhat it 
was during his goA'erniiient ; and Avhat situation it Avas in 
^'llen Lord Corinvallis left it. Nothing now remains hut to 
eali your lordships’ attention to perhajis the most extraordi- 
Jniry part of these transactions. Liit before avo proceed A»e 
'lill beg leave to go back and read to your lordships the Na- 
bob’s letters of the 21th E(‘brnary, 1780 : — “ 1 have received 
your letter, and understand the contents. 1 eaunot describe 
t iic solidity of your friendship and brotherly atfection Avhich 
subsisted botAA'een you and my late father; from the friend- 
ship of the Company lie rcceiveil nuiiiheiii'ss advantages ; and 
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I, iiotw itlisi.Tiiding I was left an orphan, from your fa\oiu and 
that of the Company was perfectly at ease, being satisfied 
that everytliing would bo well, and that 1 should coiitimio 
ill the same security that 1 was during ny father’s lifetime, 
from your protection. 1 accordingly, from the day of liis 
death, have never omitted to cultivate your favour and tlio 
])rotectiou of the Company ; and whatever was the desire and 
directions of the eouiKul at that time, 1 have ever since con- 
formed to and obeyed with readiness. Thanks be given 
(Jod, that 1 have never as y(‘t been backward in performing 
the will of the English (\)m})any, of the council, and of you ; 
and have always hven from iny heart rt\'idy to obey tluMu, 
and have never given you any troublig from my difiieulti(‘s 
or wishes. Thus T have done simply from my knowledge of 
yi)ur fax our toxvards me, and from my Ixdng eertain that you 
would li‘aru the ])artieulars of my distresses and ditlieulties 
from other tpiarters, and would then shoxv your friemlship 
and good-xvill in wliaiever xxas for my advantage. Jhit when 
the knif(} had penetrated to the bone, and 1 was snrromided 
with such lu'axy distresses that I could no longer lixo in ex- 
pectations, 1 tlieii XX rote an account of my dillieulties ; the 
ansxver wliicli I have reccuved to it is such, that it has given 
me inoxprcssibhi grief and aiUiction. I never had the least 
idea or expectation from you and the council, that you would 
ever have given your orders in so alllictiiig a manner, in 
which you nev(‘r before wrote, and which 1 could not have 
imagined. As 1 am re.solved to obey the orders and di- 
rections of the council, xvithout any delay, as long as 1 live, 
I have, agrccaldy to those orders, delivered np all my private 
papers to him, that when lie shall have examined my receipts 
and expenses, he may take whatever remains. As I know it 
to be my duty to satisfy you, the Company, and council, I 
have not failed to obey in any instance, but rotpiested of him 
that it might be doiu^ so as not to distress me in my neces- 
sary expenses, there being no other fund but those for the 
expenses of mutscddics, household expenses, and serx^nlts, 
Sic, lie demanded tlicse in such a manner, that, being 
remediless, I was obliged to comply with xvhat ho required. 
He has accordingly stopped the pensions of my old servants 
of thirty years, whether sepoys, mutseddies, or household 
servants ; 4 nd the expel^scs of my family and kitcheih to* 
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f[i‘tluT ^vilh tlic jn^hiivs of my gramlinollicr, inotlicr, and 
aunts, and of my broiltors and dependants, i\Ineh wore for 
lluMT support. I bad raised one thousand five luindrcd horse, 
ami three battalions of sepoys to attend upon me ; but as I 
liave no resources to support them, J liave been obliged to 
n iiiovo the people? stationed in the mahals, and to send liis 
piM)j)lo into the mahals, so that 1 have not now one single scr- 
;aiit about mo. Should I mention what further diflieulties I 
have been reduced to, it would lay me o])cn to contempt; 
although 1 have willingly assenleil to this which brings such 
tla'^lTcss on me, and have in a manner allogt'iht'r ruined my- 
M'lf; yet I failed not to do it for this reason, because it was 
for yonr satisfaction and that of the council ; and 1 am 
palicid, and ev('n lliankful in tin’s condition ; but I cannot 
iiiiagliio for what caiist? you have conceived di8j)lcasuri? 
ai^ainst me, from the commencement of my administration. 
In ev('ry circumstance I received stnoigtli anil security from 
\'tur favour and that of the council, and in eviny instance 
y.fii and tlie council have shown your friendship and affec- 
tion for me; but at present, that yoti liave sent these orders, 
1 .1111 greatly perplexed.” 

\\\' Mill not tronbli* your lordships \\llli tlie remainder of 
tlie letter, wliicli is all in tlie same styli? of distress anil 
.'itiliction ; and of tlie abjeet dependence of a man who eon- 
sid.crs himself as insulted, robbed, and mined in that state of 
ilepi iideniv. 

In addition to the evidence contained in this letter, yonr 
lo‘ liships will be jileased to recollect the Nabob’s letter whicli 

• read to yonr lordships yesterday, the bumble and abjeet 
>i}le of which you will never forget. Oh! eousider, my 
h»r(ls, this instance of the fate of human greatness! You 
remember, that there is not a trace anywhere in any 
‘it ihe various trunks of ISfr. Hastings, that he ever conde- 
fc^cended so much as to give an answ'er to the suppliant leltera 
of that unhappy man. There xvas no mode of indignity 
^^ith which ho did not treat liis fiimily — there was no mode 
of indignity with wdiicli he did not treat his person — there 
vvas no inode of indignity xvith which be did not treat bis 
minister, Hyder Hog Khan, — this man whom be represents 
to be the most infamous and scandalous of mankind, and 
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of wliom lie jioverllioless, at tlic same time, declares, lliat liiii 
only support Avith the Vi/.icr was the support M'hich lie 
W arreii Jlastings, as rcprosoiitativo of the English govern, 
merit, gave him. 

We will now read a paper which, perhaps, ought not to 
have been received in evidence; but which we were will ini; 
to enter in your minutes as evidence, in order that ever\- 
thiiig should come before you. Your lordships have heai-l 
the Nabob speak of his misery, distress, and oppression ; bm. 
licre he makes a complete del(‘asance, as it were, of the \Yholc 
charge, a direct disavowal of every one of the coinplainis, 
and particularly that of having never received an answer Id 
these complaints. Oh! tiiink, 1 say, my lords, of the de- 
graded, miserable, and iinhajipy state to which human iiatnro 
may be reduced, when you h(‘ar this indiappy man deelare 
that all the charges which wc have made ii])on tliis subject 
relative to him, and whieh are all either admitted by him or 
taken from his own representation, are now stated by him in 
a paper before you to be all false, and tliat there is not a won) 
of the representation which he had made of Mr. Hastings 
that has the least truth in it. Your lordships will find this 
in that collection of various jiapers, which o\ight to be pre- 
served and put into every iniiseum in Europi*, as one of the 
most extraordinary productions that was ever exhibited to 
the world. 

Papers rec'cived the 8tli of ]\Iarc]i, J7b8, and iranslafrd 
pursuant to an order of the (jliivernor-UcjuTal in eoiuu i!, 
dated the 27th of April, 1788, under the se al of his excellency 
the Nawaub A7.o])b ul Eowlah, Azopb deli Peliodar, Vizier nl 
Momilek: — “I have at this lime learnt that the gentlemen 
in power in England, upon the susjncion tliat Mr. Hastings, 
during his administration, acted contrary to the rules of jus- 
tice and impartiality, and, actuated by motives of avidity, 
was inimical towards men w ithout cause ; that he broke such 
engagements and treaties as had been made between the Com- 
pany and other chiefs ; that he-cxteiided the hand of oppres- 
sion over the properties of men ; tore up the roots of prosper- 
ity and security from the land, and rendered the ryots and 
subjects destitute, by force and extortion. As this accusa- 
tion, in fact, is destitute of uprightness and void of truth, 
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iherefv re with a view' to show the truth in its true culoaru, I 
have written upon this sheet with trutli aiul sincerity, to 
serve as an evidence, and to represent real facts, to servo 
also as information and communication, — that Mr. Hastings, 
from the commencement of his administration, until his de- 
parture for England, whether during the lifetime of the de- 
ceased Nawaub, of blessed memory, Yizier ul IMoulk, Sujah 
III Dowlah Itebodar, iny father, or during my government, 
dill not at any time transact, contrary to justice, any matter 
which took place from the great friendships between mo and 
tliC' Company, nor in any business depart from the path of 
truth and uprightness ; but cultivated friendship, with inte- 
grity and sincerity, and in every respect engaged himself in 
the duties of friendship, with mo, my ministers, and confi- 
dants. I am at all times, and in every way, ph'ascd with and 
thankful for his friendly manners and qualities; and my 
ministers and confidants, who have always every one of thi*m 
bi'on satisfied witli liis conduct, are for ever grateful for his 
IVieiidship, and thankful for his virtues. As these matters are 
real facts and according to truth, I have written these lines 
as an evidence, and transmit llic paper to England through 
the government of Calcutta, for the information of the gen- 
tleineu of power and rank in England.’* 

Observe, my lords, the candour of the Comnioiis — we pro- 
duce tliis (widence, which accuses us, as iMr. Hastings does, 
of uttering everything that is false — wo choose to bring our 
sli.'uue before the W'orld, and to admit that this man, on 
wl ose behalf and on the behalf of whose country we have 
iK'jused Mr. Hastings, has declared that this accusation 
(namely this impeachment) is destitute of uprightness and 
without truth. But, my lords, this is not only a direct con- 
tradiction to all he has ever said — to all that has been proved 
to you by ns ; but a direct contradiction to all the represent- 
ations of Mr. Hastings himself. Your lordships w ill henco 
Bee what credit is to be given to these papers. 

Your lordships shall now hear wliat Hyder Beg Khan 
Baj^s ; that Hyder Beg Khan who stands recorded in your 
aniiutes as the worst of mankind; wlio is represented oit 
writing letters w'ithout the Nabob’s consent, and in defianco 
of him;— the man of whom Mr. Hastings says that the Na* 
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bob is nothing but a tool in bis bands, and that ibc Nab jb 14, 
Hiid ever imist be, a tool of somebody or other. Now as uo 
have beard tbe tool speak, let ns bear bow tbc workman om- 
ploy(‘d to work with this tool speaks : — 

Extract from llyder Eeg Kban’s letter to t lie Go^v;^n()p 
and council: — “ It is at tins time learnt by tlic Nawaiib Vizier 
and us bis ministers, that gentlemen of power in England 
arc displeased with Mr. Hastings, on tbc suspicion that during 
Ins administration in this country, from motives of avidity, 
he cominittod oppressions contrary to tbe rules of justie«‘, 
took the properties of men l)y deceit and force, uijnred tlir 
ryots and subjects, and rendered the country destitute and 
ruined. — As the true and upright disposition of Mr. Hast- 
ings is ill every respect free of this suspicion, wc therefore 
with truth and sincerity declare by these lines, written ac- 
cording to fact, that ]\lr. Hastings, from the first of In’s ap- 
pomtment to the government of this country, until his (hs 
parture for Europe, during his authority in tlui inanagennMit 
of the alVairs of the country, whetlier in tlie lifidime of tin; 
Nawaub Sujah ul Dowlab llebadre deceased, or wbetber 
during tbe present rt‘ign, did not, in any matters which took 
place from the great friendship between this government and 
the Company, act in anywise upon motive of avidity, and not 
having, in any respect, other than justice and propriety in 
int(mtion, did not swerve from their rules, he kept his excol- 
Icney the Vizier always phaisial aud satisfied ” (you will re- 
member, my lords, the last expressions of bis ])leasure and 
satisfaetioii) “by his friendship and attention in every inal- 
tcr. He at all times sliowcd favour and kiiidiH'ss towards 
the ministers of this government, and under his protection 
having enjoyed |)erlect hap|)iiiess and comfort, Ave are from 
onr hearts satisfital with, and grateful for, his ’benevolence 
and goodness.” 

Here, my loi-ds, you have tbe ebaraeter wbicb llyder Ecg 
Kbaii gives of IMr. Hastings ; of tbc man who be kncAv bad 
loaded him, as lie bad done, with every kind of indignity, 
reproach, aud outrage with wbicb a man can bo loaded. 
Your lordships will sec that Ibis testimony repeats almost 
word for word tbe testimony of the \'izier Nabob, wh eb 
shows who tbc real writer is. 
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My lords, it is said that there is no word in the Persian 
Inn.ii[na<?c to express gratitude. With tlieso signal instances 
of gratitud(i before us, I think we may vemture to nut ono 
into their dictionary, hlr. Hastings has said ho has liad the 
pleasure to lind from tl»o people of India that gratitude 
whieli he has not met with from his own countrymen, the 
House of Commons. Certainly if he lias done us services, 
ue have been iingratofiil indeed; if he has committed enor- 
mous crimes, we are just. Of the miserable, dependent situ- 
aliou to which those people arc reduced, that they arc not 
aslia'med to come forward and deny everything they have 
i^ivi'u under their own hand ; all tliesc things show tlie por- 
tentous nature of this government, they show ilie portentous 
nature of that phalanx with whieli the House of Commons 
is at ])resent at war; the power of that captain-g(*ii(Tal of 
t v(‘ry species of Indian iniquity, which under liim is embodied, 
arrayed, and paid, from Leadenhall Stnu't to the furthermost 
part of India. AVe hav(' but one observation more to oiler 
n[^on this collection of rayzunumas, iqnm these iniseralile 
ti‘s1imoiiials given by these ^Yrell*hod pi‘opl(\ in coniradietioii 
to all their own previous repri'sentat ions ; directly in conti’a- 
<I'Vti(jii to those of Mr. Hastings himself; din'ctly in contra- 
diction to those of Lord (A)rinvallis ; directly in contra- 
diictiiin to truth itself. Jt is this. Here is Air. Hastings 
with his ngmits canvassing the country with all that iniimte- 
with whieli a county is canvassed at an election; and 
w fc in this whole hook of ra3'zunr mas, not one fact adduced 
ns is atteinjiled to be disprove.., not one fact upon whieli 
Mr Hastings's defence can be finiinlcd is attempted to be 
prn/<‘il. There is nothing but bare vile panegyrics, directly 
htlied by llio stale of facts; directly Ixdied b}" th (3 persons 
tlieniselvcs ; directly belie.d by Air. Hastings at 3'oiir bar, and 
by all the wdiole course of the corrcspoiuleuce of the country. 

We here leave to your lordships’ judgment llic considera- 
tion of the elevated rank of the persons aggrieved, and de- 
graded to the lowest state of dependence anil actual distress ; 
the consideration of the condition of the countr\'^ gentlemen, 
wiio w’erc obliged to hide their heads wlierevor they could, 
Ir'von the plunderers and robbers establislied under his au- 
thority ill every part of the country ; and that of the miser- 
able common people, who have been obliged to sell tlieir c til- 
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drcii Ihroiigli AViiiilot* food to feed tlieiii ; tlio coiisidtTiilioi), ] 
siiy, oft lie iiiiinner in which this country, in tiie higlicsl, iu 
Ihc jniddl(‘, and in tlio lowest classes of its inliahitaiits, n.iv 
in pliysical works ot‘ God, Avas desolated and destroved l»v 
this man. Having now done with the province of Oude, ^^o 
will proceed to tlie province of Bengal, and considci* wh.it 
Avas the kind of government which he exercised there, and in 
Avhat manni?r it alleel ed the peo[)lc that were snbjeeted to It. 

.Ikmgaljlike every part of Jndia snhji'ct to the Britisli eiii- 
])iro, contains (as J have already had occasion to iiieniion) 
three distinct classes of people, forming tliree d.v tinct so(*i:il 
systems. Tlie ilrst is llie INIaliomedans, Avhieh about sevt n 
hundred years ago obtain(‘d a fooling in that country, ninl 
(‘V(‘r since has in a gi*eat degree reiaini'd its antliority then*. 
.For the jMahom(‘(Iaiis had settled there long before the foiimU 
atioii of tlu^ Ikmgal em])lre, Avhich Avas overturned by Tamer- 
lane. iSo that this peoph', who are represented somelimes 
l()os(dy as strangers, are p(‘opb) of aneiejiL and eoiisidm’ahle 
s(‘ltl(*in(‘nt in that coimtry; and though, like JMahomed;n* 
settlers in jnany other countries, they liave fallen into rh'cay 
yet being (continually reeriiited from various parts of Tart :ir\, 
niulcr ibe Mogul empiric, and from various parts of Fersia, 
tlmy continiKj to be tiuc leading and most ])o\verful peojile 
thj'ongbout line Peninsula; and so Ave found tlienj Hume. 
These people, I'or tlie most part, follow' no trades or oecupa- 
tion, tlieir religion :iiid laws forbidding t' ?m in the strictest 
manner to take usury or profit arising fi'um inoiHcy that is in 
any Avay lent ; they have tbereb)re no otb(‘r means for their 
sup])ort blit wliat aris(\s from tlieir adherence to, and con- 
nexion Avjtb,tlie 31ogul gov(naiment and its vicon^ys. ^.riuy^ 
enjoy mider them various ollices civil and military, various 
cmployment.s in the courts of Jaw', and stations in the army. 
-Accordingly a prodigious number of people, almost all of them 
pt'rsons of the most aneient and respectable families in the 
country, arc dependent upon and cling to the soubahdars ‘U’ 
viceroys of tlie several provinces. They, thendbre, who 
opinvss, plunder, and destroy the soubahdars, oppress, rob, 
and destroy an iininense mass of people. It is true thiii a 
BUjierveiiing government, established upon anotber, always 
rcdiices a certain portion of tbc dependants upon the latter lo 
want. Yon must distress, by the vciy nature of tlio circum- 
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stajii'cs uf the ease, a great niiiiiber of people ; but then it is 
VDur business, when, by tlie superiority whieli you hare 
aiMjuired, however you may have acquired it (for I am not now 
loiisideriiig whether you have acquired it by fraud or force, or 
Avhether by a mixture of both), when, I say, you have acquired 
it, it is your business not to oppress those people with new 
and additional difRcultics, but rather to console them in the 
state to which they are reduced, and to give them all the 
assistance and protection in your power. 

The next system is composed of the descendants of the 
|)ef)j)le who were found in the country by tlie Mahoincdan 
invaders. The system before mentioned comprehends the 
otficial interest, the judicial interest, the court interest, and 
tlie military interest. This latter body includes almost the 
whole landed interest, commercial interest, and monied in- 
terest of the country. For the Hindoos not being forbidden 
by their laws or religious tenets as laid down in the Shaster 
-•many of them became the principal money-lenders and 
bankers ; and thus the Hindoos form the greatest part both 
oJ' the landed and monied interest in that country. 

The third and last system is formed of the English interest ; 
which in reality, whether it appears directly or indirectly, is 
the governing interest of the whole country ; of its civil and 
military interest, of its landed, monied, and revenuo interest ; 
and what to us is the greatest concern of all, it is this system 
which is responsible for the government of that country to 
the government of Great Britain. It is divided into two 
pa'*ts, one emanating from the Company, and afterwards re- 
giihiled by act of parliament; the other a judicial body sent 
oi;t by, and acting under, th(3 authority of the crown itself. 
Tlic persons composing that interest arc those whom we 
usuall}'^ call the servants of the Company. They enter into 
lhat service, as your lordships know, at an early period of 
life, and they arc promoted accordingly as their merit or 
Iheir interest may provide for them. This body of men, w ith 
respect to its number, is so small as scarcely to deserve mcn- 
1 ioning ; but from certain circumstances, the government of 
the whole country is fallen into their hands. Amongst these 
circumstances tlie most important and essential are their 
having the public revenues and the public purse entirelv in 
their own hands, and their having an army maintained by 
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tlh'it pur 80 , and disciplined in tlic European niannor. Such 
was the state of that country when JNIr. Hastings was 
appointed Governor in 1772. Your lordships are now to 
decide \ipoii the manner in which ho has comported himself 
with regard to all these three interests ; first, whether lie lias 
made llie ancient Maliomedan families as easy as he conid ; 
secondly, wdiether lie has made the Hindoo inhabitants, lijo 
zemindars and their tenants, as st'cure in their pro])erty and 
as t‘asy in their tenure as he could; and lastly, \vheth(;r ho 
has made the English interest a blessing to the country ; ainl 
whilst it provided moderate, safe, and proper emoluments to 
the peu'sons that were eoiiccnied in it — it kept them from 
oppression and rapine, and a general waste and ravage of tln} 
eoiintry ; whether, in short, he made all these three inten'sts 
jmrsue that one obje(*t wliich all inter(‘sts and all governments 
ought to pursue, the advantage and welfare of the jieople 
under them. 

IMy lords, in support of our charge against the prisoner at 
your har, that ho act(‘d in a manner din‘cily the revt'rse of 
this, we have proved to you that liis first acts of op[)ressi(ni 
wenj directed against tlui JVIahomedan government ; that go- 
vernnuMit whi<'h had betMi hefore, not ^.ply in name, but in 
elfect to the very time of his appointUj^Q^t, the real govern- 
ment of the country. After the Com^» bad aecpiin'd its 
right over it, some sliadow still remain jj^of the ancient gti- 
venimenfc. A n allowance was settl(‘d for 7 jo JYabob of Jkmgal, 
to support the dignity of his court, which amounted to be- 
tweeu four and iive hundred thousand pounds a year. Jii 
this was comprehended the support of the 'whole mass of no- 
bility ; the soldiiM's, serving or retired ; all the ofheors of the 
court; and all tlu^ 'women that vore dependent upon them; 
the wliole of the criminal jurisdiction of the country, and ;i 
very considerable ])art of tlie civil law and the civil govern* 
ment. These (*stablishin(*nls formed the constitutional ba>i:i 
of their ])olitical government. 

The Company never liad, and it is a thing that we c.in 
never too ofleii re])eat to your lordships, the Company neveP 
had of riglit d(;si)otic power in that; country, to overturn any 
of those cstahlishmenls. The IMogul, who gave tliem their 
charters, could not give them such a power, ho did not 
facto give them such a power ; the government of this coun- 
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tr} (lid Hot by act of parliaDiiMit, and tlio (Company dal not 
and could not by their delegation, give him such a power; 
the act, by which he was appointed (lovernor, did not give 
him such a power. If he exercised it, he usurped it ; aud 
therefore every step wc take in the examination of his con- 
duct in IJcjigal, as in (?very step we take upon the same sub- 
ject everywhere else, we look for llie justilicatioii of Ins 
conduct to laws; the law of nations, tlie laws of this coun- 
try, and the laws of the country he was S(nit to govern. 

Tlu' government of that country, by the ancient coiistitn- 
tixm of the JMogul cmi)ii’e (besidi's tiu' numberless individual 
checks and countcr-chccks in the inferior ollicers),is divid(‘d 
into the viceroyal part and the soubahdarry part. The vice- 
royal part takes in all eriniinal jnsiit'c and political govern- 
ment. ]\lr. Hastings found the comitry under a vicero\, 
governing according to law, aiding by })roper judges and 
magistrates undi'r liim ; he himself not l)eing the judicial 
Imt executive power of tlie country ; that which sets the 
other in action, and does not supersede it or supply its place. 
The other, the soubahdarry puwt'r, which was by the grant or 
the deuaniiy confc'rn’d upon the Com[)any, had under its 
canj the revenues, as much (d’the. civil govc'rnment as is con- 
cerned with Ihi* revenues, and many other mallors growing 
out of it. These* two otUces are coiirdinate and dependent 
on (*ach otliiT. The (.^ompany, aft(T coniracling to maintaiji 
the army out of it, got the whole revenue into their power. 
Tl.-e ai-iny b(‘iijg thus within their power, the sonbahdar by 
de 4 ;ri'es vanished into an empty naim?. 

When wo thus nnih'rtook the government of the country, 
conscious that we had uiuierlaKeu a task which by any ])er- 
sunal exertion of our own we wm-e unable to ])(Th)rin in any 
proper or rational way, the (^mipany appointed a native of the 
country, Mahomed lieza Khan, w ho stands upon tlic r(‘Cords 
of the Company, I venture to say, w ith sucli a character as 
no man pi'rhaps over did stand, to I'xecutc the duti(‘s of both 
oHices. Upon the expulsion of Cossim Ali Khan, the Nabob 
of liengal, all bis cbildreii were left in a young, fi^ebh?, and 
unprotected state; and in that state of things, Lord Clive, 
^Ir. Sumner, who sits near JMr. Hastings, and the rest of the 
(‘ouncil, w isely appointed ]\1alionied ileza Khan to fultil the 
two oiiiccs of deputy viceroy and deputy dew'an, for which 
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lie had allowances and great jagliircs and revenues 

I allow, lie was ii man of that dignity, rank, and con- 
sideration, added to his knowledge of law and experience in 
business, that Lord Clive and Mr. Sumner, who examined 
strictly liis conduct at that time, did not think that £11*2,000 
a year, the amount of the emoluments which had been al- 
lowed him, was a great deal too much ; but at his own de- 
sire, and in order that these emoluments might be brought to 
stated and fixed sums, they reduced it to £90,000 ; an allow- 
ance which they thought was not more than sufficient to 
preserve the state of so great a magistrate, and a man of such 
rank, exercising such great employments. The whole reve- 
nue of tlie Company depended upon his talents and fidelity; 
and yon will find, that on the day in which he snrreiiden*(l 
the revenues into our hands, tlio dewanny, under Ids man- 
agement, was a million more than it prodiufcd on the day 
Mr. Hastings left it. Fur the truth of this, 1 refer your lord- 
ships to a letter of the Company sent to the board of control. 
This letter is not in evidence before your lordships, and what 
I am stating is iiKTcly historical. Jlut I state the Jaet, and 
with the power of referring, for their proof, to documents as 
authentic as if they w’orc absolutely in evidence before you. 
Assuming, therefore, that all these facts may be verified by 
the records of the Company, 1 have now to state that this 
man, by some rumours true or false, was supposed to have 
Hiiscoiuliicted liiiuself in a time of great calamity in that 
ooiintry. A great famine liad about this lime grievously 
nlfiicted the wliole province of Bengal. I must remark, by 
the way, that these countries arc liable to this calamity ; but 
it is greatly blessed by nature with resources which afford 
the means of speedy recovery, if i^'cir goveriinieiit does not 
counteract them. Nature, that inflicts the calamity, soon 
heals the wound ; it is in ordinary seasons the most fertile 
country, inhabited by the most industrious people, and the 
most disposed to marriage and settlement, probably, that ex- 
ists in the whole world ; so that population and fertility are 
soon restored, and the inhabitants quickly resume their 
former indiistrions occupations. 

During the agitation excited in the country by the ca- 
lamity I have just mentioned, Mahomed Eeza Khan, through 
the intrigues of Ka jali Niiiuleoinar, one of his political rivals. 
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Aiui of some Eiiglisli faction tliat siii)ported inm, was accused 
of being one of tlic causes of the famine. In answer to this 
charge, he alleged, what was certainly a sufficient justification, 
— tliat he had acted under the direction of the English board, 
to which his conduct throughout this business was fully 
known. The Company, however, sent an order from Eng- 
land to have him tried; but though ho frecpiently supplicated 
tlie government at Calcutta that his trial should be proct^eded 
in, ill order that he might be either acipiitted and discharged, 
or con(lemn(‘d, Mr. Hastings kept him in prison two years, 
niidm* pretence (as he wrote word to the directors) that Ma- 
liomed Jteza Khan himself was not very desirous to hasten 
tli(‘ matter. In the mean time tlic court of directors, having 
removed liim from his groat offices, authoriz.ed and com- 
manded Mr. Hastings (and here we come wiMiin tlie sphere 
of your minutes) to a[)point a successor to IVtahomed Itoza 
Khan, fit to fulfil the duties of his station. Now I sliall first 
.^Imw your lordships what sort of person the court of directors 
described to liim as most fit to fill th(^ office of ]\rahomed 
Koza Klijin ; what sort of person he did appoint; and then 
we will trace out to you tlie consequences of that appoint- 
ing, t. 

Jictler from the court of directors to the president and 
eonneil at Fort William, dated 2Sth August, 1771; — “ Though 
v,e have, not a doubt but that, by the exertion of your abili- 
iies and the care and assiduity of our scu’vants in tlie superin- 
lemlency of the revenues, the collections will he conducted 
villi more advantage to the Company and ease to tlie natives 
than hy means of a naib dewan ; we are fully sensible of the 
expediency of supporting some ostensible minister in the Com- 
pany’s interest at the Nabob’s court, to transact the political 
allairs of the sircar, and interposij between the Company and 
the subjects cf any ]tlurop(\‘in power, in all cases wdiercin 
they may thwart onr interest or encroach on our authority; 
and as Mahomed Keza Khan can no longer be considered by 
us as one to w hom such a power can he safely committed, we 
trust to your local knowledge the selection of some person 
''Veil qualified for the afiairs of government, and of whose at- 
bichment to the Company you shall be W(?ll assured ; such 
person you will recommend to the Nabob to succeed 
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liomed Reza as minister of tlic govcrumciii, and guardian oi 
the Nabob’s minority; and we persuade ourselves that tliy 
Nabob will pay such regard to your recommendation, as to 
invest him with the necessary power and authority. 

“As Uic advantages which the Company may receive from 
tlie appointment of such minister will depend on his re-.uli- 
ness to promote our views and advaiufc our interest, we an; 
willing to allow him so liberal a gratification as may excilt; 
his zeal and secure liis attachment to the Company ; \\ u 
therefore empower you to grant to the person whom you 
shall think worthy ol‘ this trust an annual allowance not ex- 
ceeding tliree lacks of rupees (.£iiO,OOU), which we consider 
not only as a inuiiitlcent reward for any services lie shall 
render the Company, but sulficient to enable him to support 
bis station with suitable rank and dignity. And liere we 
must add, that in tlie choice you shall make of a person to 
be ilio active minister of the Nabob’s government, we iiope 
and trust that you will show yourselves worthy of the eoii- 
fidenco we liave placed in you, by being actuated therein by 
no other motives than those of the public good and the safely 
and interest of the C<3inpaiiy.” 

Here, my lords, a person was to be named tit to fill the 
otliee and sn])[)ly tl:e plaee of JMahomed Reza Ivhan, who 
was deputy viceroy of ilengal, at the head of the criminal 
justice of the country, and in short at tlie head of tlie whole 
ostensible IMahoinedau gov(*rnment. JLc was also to supply 
the pljice of JMahomed K(v.a Ivhan as naib dowan, from 
which iteza Khriu was to be removtal : for you will observe 
the direetors always speak of a man til to perform all the 
duties of JMalioined Jveza Kluhi ; and amongst these he wan 
to be as the guardian of the Naboo’s person, and the repre- 
sentative of his authority and government. 

Mr. Hastings, having received tliese orders from the court 
of directors, did — what? Ho alleges in liis defence, that 
no positive coininands were given him ; but a very sulllcieiit 
description was giviMi of the person who ought to succeed 
Maliomcd !Reza Kluin, in whom the Company bad before 
recognised all the necessary qualities ; and they therefore 
desire him to name a similar person. But what does ]\rr. 
Hastings de hi consequence of this authorify ? He namci* 
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f[i) mall at all. lie searches into the sera;^lio of the Nabob, 
and names a woman to he the viceroy of the province, to be 
the Iieail of the ostensible government, to bo the guardian of 
the Nabob’s person, the conservator of his authority, and a 
))roper representative of the remaining majesty of tliat go- 
\(*rnment. Well, my lords, he searched the sc'raglio. When 
y(iii have to take into consideration the guardianship of a 
jxTson of groat dignity, tliere are two circumstances to he 
jitfondt'd to ; one a faithful ajid ailectionate guardianship of 
his person ; and the other a strong interest in his aidihority, 
and llii* means of exercising that authority in a proper and 
(•omp(‘tcni manner. 

Mr. Hastings, when he was looking for a woman in the 
H'raglio (for he could ilnd woim^n only then*), must have 
found actiinJly in authority lliere the Nabob’s own mother; 
CC 1 lainly a person who by nature was most lit to be his 
giianlian ; and there is no manner of (Iou1)t of lier being 
'ulliclcntly competent to tliat duty. Jli're Hum was a legiti- 
mate wife of the Nabob flallier Ali KhAn, a woman of rank 
ami distinction, tittost to lake care of the pcTson and iiiler- 
*‘<ts, as far as a woman could take care of them, of her own 
.)ii. In this situation she had Ixmn placed hidoro, during 
tlie administration of IMahoined ]teza Khan, by tlio direct 
onlcis of till’ governor, Sir John ('artier. She had, 1 say, 
cen put in po.ssessioii of that trust, w hich it was natural and 
jirupiT to give to such a woman. J3ut what docs Mr. Jlast- 
im > do? He deposes this woman. He strips her of hia* 
|au;huritv. with whicli he found lier invested under the sane- 
t'« u (X* the English government. He finds out a Avoinan in 
tii' seraglio called ^ftlunny Eegum, who was hound to the 
Nabob by no tic whati^ver of natural a11cclio]i. He makes 
tlii.s woman the guardian of the young Nabob's person. She 
had a son who liad been placed upon tin? musnud after the 
death of his father Sujah Howlah, and had been appointed 
his guardian. This young Nabob died soon afterwards, and 
was succeeded by Nuzimut Dowlah, anotlicr natural sou of 
Sujah Dowlah. This prince being liift without a mother, 
this woman w'as sutlerod to retain the guardianship of the 
Nabob till his death. AVhen Mobarick ul Dowlah, a legitimate 
son of Sujah Dowlah, succeeded Iiim, Sir John Cartier did 
^bat his duty was, ho put tlic Nabob’s ow n mother into the 
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place wlucli she was naturally entitled to hold, the guardian* 
ship of lier own son, and displaced Miinny Begum. Tl.e 
whole of tlie arrangement, hy which INlunny Begum \\i 3 
appointed guardian of the two preceding Nabobs, stands in 
the Company’s records, stigmatized as a transaction base, 
wicked, and corrupt. We will read to your lordships an 
extract from a letter which has the signature of Mr. Sumner, 
the gentleman wlio sits here by the side of Mr. Hastings, 
and from wliicli you will learn wliat the Company and the 
council thought (»f the original nomination of IMnnny Heguiii 
and of her son. Y'ou will find that they considi‘red her as 
a great agent and instrunumt of all tlui corruption there ; 
and that ihi.s Avhole transaction, hy which the hastaril son of 
Miinny Begum was brought forward to the prejudice of the 
legitimate son of the Nabob, was considered to be, wluit it 
upon the very face of it sp(»aks its(*lf to In*, corrupt and scan- 
dalous. 

I’jxtraet ot a general letter from the j)resident and council 
at Calcutta, Bengal, to the select committee of iiie directors. 
Paragraph 5. — “ At Port Saint (leorge we receiv(*d tlie lirst 
advices of the (ieniise of Meer JalUer, and of JSujali J)owlah’s 
defeat, it was there firmly imagined that no delinitive mea- 
sures would be taken, either w ith respect to a peace or filling 
the vacancy in the nizamut before our arrival, as the Jmj)~ 
wuuf arrived in the month of January with your general 
letter, and the appointniejjt of a committee with express 
powers to that purpose, for tlie successfid exertion of which 
the happiest oeeasiou now offered. J^owever, a contrary re- 
solution prevailed in the council ; tlie opportunity of acipiiring 
immense fortunes was too inviting to be neglected, and the 
temptation too powerful to be resisted ; a treaty was hastily 
drawn up by the hoard, or rather transcribed with few" unim- 
portant additions from that concluded with Meer Jaffit'r, and 
a di‘putation, eousistiug of ^[cssrs. Johnstone, senior, Miijdle- 
t(»n, and Leyc(?ster, appointed to raise the natural son ol the 
deceased Nabob to the soubabdarry, in prejudice of the claim 
of the grandson ; and for this measure such reasons assigm^d 
us ought to have dictated a diametrically opposite resolution. 
JVJiiv.n’s son * as a minor, w'hicli circumstance alone would 
have naturally brought the whole administration into our 
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haiitlf<. Jit a juncture Avlion it became indispensably necessary 
wo slioiild realize the shadow of power and influence, which, 
having no solid foundation, was exposed to the danger of 
being annihilated by the first stroke of adverse fortune. But 
this inconsistence was not regarded, nor was it material to 
tlic views for precipitating the treaty, which was pressed on 
the young !Nabob at the first interview, in so earnest and 
iiulciicate a manner, as highly disgusted him and chagrined 
his uiihisters, while not a single rupee was stipulated lor the 
Company, Avhose iiitcTests were sacrificed, that their servants 
might revel in the spoils of a treasury before impoverished, 
but now totally exhausted.” 

‘‘d. — This scene of corruption was first disclosed at a visit 
till' N^boh paid to Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the eom- 
mittee a few days after our arrival; he there delivered to his 
lordsliij) a letter filled with bitter complaints of the insults 
and indignity ho had been exposed to, and the embezzlement 
of near twenty laeks of rupees issued from his treasury f\)r 
purposes unknown, during the late negotiations ; — so ])ul)lic 
a romplaii\t could not bo disregarded, and it soon produced 
au iiupiiry. We referred the letter to the board, iiiexpoela- 
iiou of obtaining a satisfa<‘t(>ry aecouiit of the applieatiou of 
this money, and were auswenal only by a warm remon- 
straiu (‘, entered by jMr. liiyeester, against that very Nabob 
in wl.ose elevation lie boasts of having bemi a prineipal 
agent.” 

’ 7 — ^fahoincd Keza .Khan, the naib soubah, was then 
*calh‘(i upon to account for this large disbursement from the 
treasury; and lie soon delivered to the eommittee the very 
extraordinary narrative entered in our proceedings, the (Ith 
uf dune, wherein he speeifios the several names and sums, 
by \\hom paid, and to whom, whether in cash, bills, or obli- 
gation. fcSo precise, so aecurate an account as this of money 
lor s(‘cret and venal services was lu'ver, we believe, before 
this period, exhibited to the honourable court of directors ; at 
least never vouched by undeniable testimony and autlitiilie 
doeiiinents by Jnggut Scot, who himself was obliged to con- 
tribute largely to the sums demanded by Moolyram, who was 
employed by Mr. Johnstone in all these ])eeuniary transae- 
Luiis by the Nabob and Mahomed Keza Khan, who were the 
heaviest sufferers ; and lastly, by the confession of tlie gcu- 
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tk'iiien tliemselvcs, whose names are specified in the distribu* 
tion list.’* 

“ vS.— Jiigpfiit Sect expressly declared in his narrative, tluit 
the sum which he agreed to pay the deputation, amou iing ^ 
to 125,000 rupees, was extorted hy menaces ; and since llie 
close ot* our inquiry, and the opinions we delivered in tlio 
proceedings ot* the 21st of June, it fully a])pears, that tlie 
presents from the JN'ahob and IMahomed Keza Xlian, cxc('c(l- 
ing the immense sum of seventeen lacks, were not the volun- 
tary olferings of gratitude, hut contributions levied on tin* 
weakness of tlio government, and violently (‘xacted from llio 
dependent state and timid disposition of the minister. I’lu' 
charge, indeed, is denied on the one hand, as well as allirmed 
on the other. Your honourable board must therefore (Udc'r- 
miue how far the circumstance of extortion may aggravaU; 
the crime of disobedience to your positive orders; llie (‘x- 
j)osing the gov(‘rnmeiit in a manner to salt*, and receiving the 
iJifamous wages of corruption from opposite parti(‘.s and con- 
tending interests. Wo speak with boldness, because u c speak 
from conviction fouiulcd upon indubitable evidence, that lu'- 
sidcs the above sums speciiied in the distribution a(‘count, to 
the amount of £228,125 sterling, there was likewise to tlie 
value of several lacks of rupee's procured from JN’undeoniar 
and Eoydiillub, each of whom aspired at and obtaiiu'd a 
promise of tliat very ('inployiuent it xvas predeterm iiu'd to 
bestow on IMahomed Ec/.a Khan. — Signed at the (md, - 
Clive, AV B. Sumner, John Cariiac, 11. Verelst, Fra*' Sykes.” 

My lords, the persons xsho sign this letter are mostly the 
friends of, and om* of them is the 'entlemaii who is bail for! 
and sits near, Air. iiastings. They state to you this horrible 
and venal transaetion, by wdiiedi the government was set to 
sale, by whicli a bastard sou was elevated to the wrong of the 
natural and h'gitimate heir; and in which a ])rostilutc, liis 
mother, was put in the place of tbclioiiourablcajidlegitiiiuile 
mother of the reprc'sentativo of the family. 

Noxv if there x\a.s one thing more than another niider 
heaven which Air. Hastings ought to have shunned, it was 
the suspicion of being concerned in any sudi infamous trans- 
action as that which is Jiere recorded to he so — a transaction 
in w hich the "ouiitry xjovernment had before been sold to tto 
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very woman and her offspring, and in wliich two great candi- 
dates for power in that country fought against each other, 
and perhaps the largest offerer carried it. 

When a (Tovernor-Oeneral sees the traces of coiTU])tion in 
tlio conduct of his predecessors, the trae(‘s of injustice follow- 
ing that corruption, — the traces of notorious irregularity, in 
selling aside the just claimants in favour of those that have 
no claim at all, — lie has that before his eyes which ought to 
liavcv made him the more scrupulously avoid and to keep at 
1 he farthest distance possible from the contagion, and even 
tlie sus])icion of being corrupted by it. INForeover, my lords, 
it was ill consequence of those very transactions, that the 
new covenants were made wbicb bind tiie servants of tho 
(.\nnpany never to takti a present of above £200, or some 
siH'li sum of money, from any native in eirenmstances there 
dt'seribed. This covenant I shall reserve for consideration 
ill anotluT part of tliis liusiness. Jt was in pursuance of this 
idea, and to prevent the abuses of tho jinuailiiig custom of 
visiting tho governing powers of tliat country, with a view 
(d‘ reccMving presents from them, that llio House of Commons 
atttTwards, in its iiicpiiries, took up this matter and passed 
the regulating act in 1773. But to ret urii to ]\[ininy Jh‘gum ; 
— Ihis very ihtsoii, H int had got into power by the moans al- 
ready mentioned, <lid Mr. Hastings n'sort to, knowing her to 
h(j well skilled in tin' trade of bribery ; knowing her skilful 
])ra( lii‘(' in busincwss of this st)rt ; knowing the litness of her 
iMin irhs, Instruments, and agents to bo dealers iu this kind 
oft.’allic, 3diis viTV woman did Mr. Hastings seh'ct, stigma- 
tized as she was in tln^ Company’s record, stigmatized by tho 
very gentleman who sits next to him, and whose name you 
have Inward read io you, as one of Ihose iiu'inbers of tho 
council that reprobated the horrible ini(|uity of the transac- 
tion, in which this woman was a principal agent. Por though 
n(•ilh^r the young Nabob nor Ins mother (night to have been 
raised to the stations in which they were placed, and were 
pljuicd there for the purpose of facilitating the receipt of 
hvibes, yet tho order of nature was preserved, and the mother 
Was made the guardian of hm* own son. .For though she was 
a prostitute and he a bastard, yi‘t still she was a mother and 
lie a son ; and both nature and legitimate disposition, with 
regard to the guardianship of a son, went together. 
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Bui wliai did Mr. Hustings do? Improving upon the pre- 
ceding transaction, improving on it by a kind of refinement 
in corruption, he drives away the lawful mother from her 
lawful guardianship; the mother of nature he turns out, r nd 
he delivers her son to the stcpmotlicr, to be the guardian of 
his person. That your lordships may see who this woman 
was, we shall read to you a paper from your lordships* min- 
utes, produced before Mr. Hastings’s face, and never contra- 
dicted by him from that day to this. 

At a consultation, 211h July, 1775: — ‘‘Shah Chanim, de- 
ceased, was sister to the Aabob Mahub ul Jung by the same 
father, but difterent mothers ; she married Mcer Mahomed 
Jaffier Khan, by whom she had a son and a daughter; the 
name of the former was ISFeer Mahomed Sadduc Ali Klian, 
and the latter was married to Mcer Mahomed Cossiin Khan 
Sadduc; Ali Klian liad two sons and two daughters; the 
sons* names are Meei* Sydoc and Meer Sobeem, who are now 
living ; the daughters were married to Sultan Merza Daood. 

“ Baboo Begum, the mother of the Nabob Mobarick ul 
Dowlah, was the daughter of Summim Ali Khan, and mar- 
ried Meer !Mahomed Jaffier Khan. The history of Munny 
Begum is this : — At a village called Balcurda, near Sehindra, 
there lived a widow, who from her great poverty, not being 
able to bring up her daughter Munny, gave her to a slave girl 
belonging to Summim Ali Khan, whose name was Bissoo ; 
during the space of five years she lived at Shahjehuuabad, 
and was educated by Jiissoo, after the manner of a dancing 
girl ; afterward the Nabob tShamot Jung, upon the marriage 
of Ikram ul Dowlali, brother to the Nabob Surage ul Dowlah, 
sent for Bissoo Beg’s set of dancing girls from Shahjehuua- 
bad, of w hich Munny Begum was one, and allowed them 
10,000 rupees for their expenses, to dance at the w’cdding; 
while this ceremony was celebrating they wxre kept by tlic 
Nabob, but some months afterwards he dismissed them, and 
they took up their residence in this city. Meer Mahomed 
Jaffier Khan then took them into keeping, and allow’ed Munny 
and lior set 500 rupees per month ; till at length finding tliat 
Munny w’as pregnant, he took her into his ow'n house ; she 
gave birth to the Nabob Nijain ul Dowlali, and iu this man- 
ner she has n uiumed in the Nabob’s family over siuce.’* 
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My lords, I do not moan to detain you long u])on tin's part 
of the business ; but 1 have tbouglit it necessary to advert to 
tliose particulars. As to all the rest, the honourable and able 
manager who preceded me has sniHcienlly impressed upon 
your lordships’ minds the monstrous nature of the deposing 
ot'the Nabob’s mother from the guardianship of her son, for 
the purpose of placing this woman there at the head of all 
liis family, and of his domestic concerns in the seraglio with- 
in doors, and at tlie head of the stale without; together with 
the disposal of the whole of the revcuiuo tliat was allowed 
liiiii. ]\lr. Ilastlngs pretends, indeed, to have appointed at 
(he same time ii trusty mutseddy to keep the accounts of the 
ivveiiue, but he lias since declared tliat no account bad been 
ki'pt, and that it was in vain to desire it or to call for it. 
This is the state of the case with respect to the appointment 
of Miiniiy Bcguin. With regard to the reappointment of 
Mahomed llcza Khan, you have h<*nrd from my worthy fel- 
low malinger Hint lie wns nc(piitted of the ehnrges tliat lind 
brought against him by Mr. Hastings after a long and 
I'r.geriiig trial. The Company was perfectly satisfied with 
the acipilttal, and declared that he was not only acquitted, 
hut honourably acquitted ; and they also declared that he had 
:i iair claim to a conipensaiion for his sutlerings. They not 
only declared him innocent, but meritorious. They gave 
ortl M’S that he should he considered as a jierson who was to 
he ilaeed in office again upon the first occasion, and that he 
had eiil Itled himself to this favour hy his conduct in the place 
wl'iih Ik; had before filled. 

The council of the year 1775 (wliom I can never mention 
iK»r shall mention without honour), who complied faitlifully 
Kith the act of parliaiiumt, ^^llo never disobeyed the orders 
of the Coin])any, and to whom no man has imputed even 
the shadow of corruption, found that this ^Iiinny Begum had. 
acted in the nianiior which my honourable fellow manager 
has stated; that she had dissipated the revenue; that she 
l«ad neglected the education of the Nabob, and bad thrown 
hae whole judicature of the country into confusion. They 
ordcM’ed that she should be removed from her situation ; that 
tlie Nabob’s own mother should he placed at the bead of the 
seraglio, u situation to which she was entitled ; and, with ro- 
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garcl to the rest of the ofGccs, that llaliomcd Eoza Kh&u 
should be employed to fill them. 

Mr. Hastings resisted these propositions with all his might ; 
but they Avere by that happy momentary majority (?arrip(l 
against him, and Mahomed Eeza Klniii was placed in his 
former situation. But ]\[r. Hastings, tliough thus defeated, 
was only waiting for what he considered to be the fortunate 
moment for returning again to his corrupt, vicious, tyrannical, 
and disobedient habits. The reappointment of Maliomcd Jteza 
Khan had met Avith the fullest approbation of the Company ; 
and they directed, that as long as his good behaviour entitled 
him to it he should continue in the office. Mr. Hastings, 
however, Avithout alleging any ill behaviour, and for no reason 
that can be assigned, but bis corrupt engagement Avith Mon- 
ny Begum, overturned (upon the ])releiico of restoring the 
Kabob to his rights) the Avhole of the Company’s arrange 
ment, as settled by the late majority, and approved by the 
court of directors. 

I have now to shoAV you Avhat sort of a man the Xahob 
Avas, Avho Avas thus S(d; up in d(‘lianco of the Com|)any’s au- 
thority; Avhat Mr. .Hastings himself thought of him ; Avhat 
the judges thought of him ; and Avhat all the Avorld thought 
of him. 

1 niu.st first make your lordships acquainted Avith a little 
preliminary matter .'i man named Jtoy Eadacdiurn had bt'iMi 
appointed vakeel, or agent, to managtj the Nabob’s ailairs at 
Calcutta. One of this man’s creditors attached him there. 
Eoy Eadachiirn pleaded his privilege as the vakeel or repre- 
BciitatiA’C of a sovereign princt*. The question came to bo 
tried in the supreme court, and tlio i .sue Avas, AVhethcr the 
Nabob Avas a sovereign prince or not ? I think the court did 
exceedingly AATong in entertaining such a question ; because, 
in my opinion, AvliethcT he Avas or Avas not a sovereign prince, 
any person representing liim ought to be left free, and to 
have a proper and secure means of concerting his allairs with 
the council. It AA^as, hoAACver, taken otherAvise ; the question 
was brought to trial, AVhether the Nabob Avas a sovereign 
prince, sufliciont to appoint and protect a person to manage 
liis ailairs under the name of an ambassador ? In that cause 
did Mr. Hastings come fonvard to prove, by a voluntary affi- 
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(iavit, tliat lie had 210 pretensions, no power, no aiitliorily at 
all ; that he was a mere pageant, a thing of straw, and that 
the Company exercised every species of authority over him, 
in every particular, and in every respect ; and that therefore 
U) talk of him as an clTicicnt person, was an affront to the 
common sense of mankind ; and this you will find the judges 
afterwards declared to he their opinion. 

1 will here press again one remark (which ])erhaps you 
may recollect that I have made before), that the chief and 
most usual mode, in whieli all the villanics pei*petrated in 
India by Mr. Hastings and his copartners in iniiiiiity, lias 
been through the medium and iiistruiiUMitality of pm’sons 
whom they pi'ctendi'd to have riglits of their own, and to bt; 
actimr for tlieinsidves; wlieivas such ])ersons wert‘, in fact, 
totally dependent njion him, ]\lr. Hastings, and did no one 
act that was not prescribed hy him. Jn order, therefore, to 
Irt YOU see the utter falsidiood, fraud, j)re\arieation, and ili*- 
ceit of the pi’ctenees by wliieh tlu^ native powers of India- 
are represented to bo indepeiidenl, and are held U]) as the 
instruments of defying the laws of this kingilom, under pre- 
text of their being absolute princes, I will read llie allidavit 
of Warreii Hastings, Esq., Govcrnoi’- General of Eengal, made 
tlu* .‘list July, 1775; — ‘‘This de[)onent maketh oath, and 
siiiih, That the late president and eouncil did, on or about 
the month of August, 1772, by their own authority appoint 
Muiiiiy Jlegu 111 , relict of the late Xabob,]Me(‘r .lallier Ali Khan, 
to he guardian to the present Nabob, Mobariek ul Dow lah, 
and Kajah (iooi’das, son of Mahab l^ajab Nundcomar, to be 
dewaii. of the said Nabob’s bouseliold ; allow ing to the said 
Manny Jlegiim a salary of ld0,()00 rupees pen* annum ; and 
to the said llajali Goordas, for himself and ollieers, a salary 
of 100,000 rupees per annum. — That the said late ])residcnt 
«nd council did, in or about the inoulli of August, 1772, plan 
flnd constitute regular and distinct courts of justice, civil and 
riiminal, by tlieir own autbority, for administration of jus- 
tire to tlie inhabitants tbrougbout Bengal, w itliout consulting 
tke said Nabob, or requiring his concurrence, and that the said 
rivil courts were made solely depeiidiait on the presidency of 
Calcutta; and the said criminal courts wei-e put under tlu^ 
inspection and control of the Company’s servants, altbongli 
ewtcnsibly under the name of the nnzim, as appeal's from tlio 
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following oxlracls from tlic plan for the adininist ration of 
justioo, constituted by the president and council as afore- 
said.” 

My lords, we need not go tlirougli all the circuinstanees )f 
this aflidavit which is in your minutes, and to save tinu^, I 
will refer your lordships to them. This aflidavit, as I liavc 
already said, was i)ut into the court to prove that the Nabob 
had no power or authority at all ; but what is very singidar 
in it, and which J recommend to the particular notice of your 
lordships when you are scrutinizing this matter, is, tliat tlierc 
is not a single point stated to prove tlie nullity of this Nabob’s 
authority, that was not l\lr. Hastings’s own particular act. 
Well, the Governor-General swears ; the judge cf "-''e court 
refers to him in his decision ; he builds and bottoms it upon 
the Goveriiur-Gonerars aflidavit ; ho swears, I say, that tiu*. 
council, by their own authority, apj)ointed ^lunny llegum to 
be guardian to the Nabob. Jiy what authority,” tlie Go- 
vernor-General asks, did the council (‘reel courts of law and 
superintend the administration of justice, without any com- 
munication With the Nahol) ? Had the Naboh bimself any 
idea tliat he was a sovereign ? l)o(‘S be complain of tin' 
reduction of his stipcjid or the infriiigemmit of treati(‘S ? No ; 
he appears to cojisidcr himself to be, what in fact lie really 
is, absolutely depmident on tlie Conijiany, and to be willing 
to accept any pittance t’.uy would allow him for iiis luaiu- 
tcn:uice. Jle claims no rights. Does Iii‘ coiujilaiii that the 
administration of justice' is talvcii into the liaiuls of the Com- 
pany ? No. 13y the treaty, the proleetion of his subjects 
is delivered up to the Comj)auy ; and ho well knew lhat,jj 
whoever may be lichl u]) as the oslmiii’blo prince, the admin- 
istration of justice must be in the bauds of tliose who Iiave 
power to enforce it.” Jle goes on, “TIic Governor- Gen oral, 
who, I siip])oso, liad a delicacy to state moi’c than what hael 
hcTore been made public, closes bis aflidavit witli saying, 
that all he has depos(?d to he believes to bo publicly known, 
as it is particularly set fortli in the printed book entitled Jto- 
ports of the Conimitteo of the i louse of (^ornmon.s. I knew,” 
he adds, ‘Mt was there, and Avas therefore surprised at tliia 
oppiieatiou ; it is so notorious that everybody in tlie scttle- 
inc.’Tt must have knoAvn it ; when I say everybody J mean 
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iinih an exception to the gentlemen who have applied to the 
court. The only reason I can give for their applying is the 
little time they have been in the country.” The judge (I 
think it is Chief Justice Inijiey) then goes on, “ Perhaps this 
question might have been determined merely on the dates of 
the letters to the Governor-Geiioral ; but ns the council have 
made the other a serious question, I should not have thouglit 
that I had done my duty, if I had not giv'en a full and deter- 
minate opinion upon it ; I should have been sorry if I had 
left it doubtful, whether the empty name of a Nabob should 
be thrust between a delinquent and tlielaws, so as cftectually 
to protect him from tlie hand of justice.” 

My lords, the court, as you see, bottoms its determination 
on what we stand upon here, Mr. Hastings’s evidence, that 
the empty name of a pretended sovereign sliould not be 
thrust forth between a delinquent and justice. 

What does Mr. Leuiaistre, the other judge, say upon tliis 
oeeasion, — ‘‘with regard to this phantom, that man of straw, 
Alobarick ul Dowlali, it is an insidt on the understanding of 
lh(^ court to luive made the question of bis sovereignty. 
Ihit a: it came from the (loveriior-General and council, I 
liavc too inueli respect for that body to treat it ludicrously, 
and F confess, I cannot consider it seriously, and wc always 
shall (;o!isi(lor a letter of business from the Nabob the same 
as a letter from the Governor- General and council.” 

Tills is ibe unanimous opinion of all the judges concern- 
ing the state and condition of the Nabob. AVc have thus 
established the point wc mean to establish, that any use 
wliicb shall be made of tlic Nabob’s name, for the purpose 
of justifying any disobedience to the orders of the Company, 
or of bringing forward corrupt and unfit persons for the 
government, could be considered as no other than the act of 
the persons who shall make such a use of it ; and that no 
letter that the Nabob writes to any one in power was or 
could be considered as any other tlian the letter of that 
person himself. This we wish to impress upon your lord- 
ships, because, as you have before seen the use that has 
j>cen made in this way of the Nabob of Oude, you may 
judge of the use that has been made of the name of Hydcr 
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Beg Khan, and of the names of all the eminent pcrsoiis of 
the country. One word more, and I have done ; if, wliilat 
you remark the use that is made of this man’s name, your 
lordsliips sliall find that this use lias ever been made of liis 
name for his benefit, or for the purpose of giving him rciy 
useful or substantial authorit\% or of meliorating his condi- 
tion in any ^Yay whatever, forgive the fraud, forgive the dis- 
obedience. 

Hut if \\c have shown your lordships that it was for no 
other purj)OS(* than to disobey the orders of the Company, fo 
i . .»'ple upon the laws of his cmintry, to introduce hade 
again, and to forct? into [lowor, those very corrn[)t and wieke*! 
instnnnents which had formerly doiu* so much mischief, and 
for which mischief they were removed, tluoi we sliall not have 
passed our time in vain, in endi'avouring to provi* that this 
man, in the opinion of a court of justice, and by pulilic no- 
toriety, and by Mr. Hastings’s own opinion, was held to be 
fit for nothing but to be iiiad<* a tool in his hands. 

Having stated to your lordships ginierally the effeefs jiro- 
duced upon the Mahoniedaii intiavst of Hengal liy the mis- 
conduct of the prisoner at your bar, with respect to the 
appointment of tlie guardian of the Nabob or ISoubalidar of 
that province, and of the ministers of his govern numt, I shall 
liavo the honour of attending your lordships another day; 
and shall show you the use that has been made of this govern- 
iiieiit and of the authority of the Nabob, avIio, as your lord- 
sliips have s<‘en, was the mere phantom of power ; and I shall 
show how much a phantom he was for every good purpose, 
and how effectual an instrument he was made for every 
bad one. 

[Adjourned 
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TRIAL. 

SATURDAY, Mm JUNE, 1794. 


EIGHTH DAY OF REPLY. 

(Mr. lll’RKE.) 

Mv Lords, — Yoiir lordsliipslieartl, upon tliclast day jf 
jr.p uic'ctiiig ot’tliis court, the distribution of tlie several 
r.ijittcrs which 1. should have occasion to lay before you, aiul 
by which I n'solvcd to ^uide myself in the examination of 
till* conduct of IMr. Hastings with regard to Bengal. I 
staled, that I should first show the manner in which he com- 
|)orii‘d liimself with regard to the ])eo])le who were found 
ill possession of tlie government wlien wo first entered into 
Bengal. have shown to your lordships the progressive 
steps by which the native government was brought into a 
state of annihilation. We have stated the manner in which 
tiiat government was solemnly declared by a court of justice 
to be depraved and incompetent to act, and di'ad in law. We 
liave sh.own to your lordships (and we have referred you to 
the document) that its death was declared, upon a certificate 
of the principal attending physician of the state, namely, Mr. 
Warren Hastings himself; this was declared in an aliidavit 
nia le hy him, wherein he has gone througii all the powers of 
government, of which he had regularly despoiled the Nabob 
Mobarick ul Dowlah part by part, exactly according to tlie 
ancient formula hy which a degraded knight was despoiled 
of his knighthood; thoy took^.J say, fro iir him all the powers 
ol' govm-nmeut, article by Urtfclc, his didmct, his shiidd, his 
cuirass, at last they hacked' Uft* his spurs, aiYd loft him no- 
tliing. Mr. Hastings laid down all the premises, and left tho 
judges to draw the conclusion. 

Your lordships will remark (for you will find it on your 
minutes), that the judges have declared this athdnvit of Mr. 
Hastings to be a delicate affidavit. Wa have heard of alH- 
in’its that were true j we luive heurd v>f aifuluvits that \vcrp 
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perjured ; but this is the first iiistaiice that has come te our 
knowledge (and we receive it as a proof of Indian refine- 
ment) of a delicate aflidavit. Tliis affidavit of Mr. Hasti^'ga, 
Wo shall show to your lordships, is not entitled to the descrip- 
tion of a good affidavit, however it might be entitled, in the 
o])inion of those judges, to the description of a delicate affida- 
vit, a phrase by which they appear to have meant that he had 
furnished all tlie proofs of the Nabob’s deposition, but had 
delicately avoided to declare him expressly deposed. The 
judges drew, however, this indelicate conclusion ; the con- 
clusion they drew was founded upon the premises ; it was 
very just and logical ; for they declared that he was a mere 
cyplier. They comnnmded Mr. Hastings’s delicacy, though 
they did not imitate it •, but they pronounced sentence of 
deposition upon the said Nabob, and they declared iliat any 
letter or paper that Avas prodiieed from him could not be con- 
sidered as an act of government. So eftcctually was be re- 
moved by' the judges out of the way, that ]io minority, no 
insanity, no physical cieumstances, not oven death itself, 
could put a man more compl«‘te]y out of sight. They ch*- 
clare that they would consider his letters in no other liglit 
than as the letters of the Company, represented by the (lo- 
vernor-Gencral and council. Thus, then, we find the Nabob 
legally dead. 

Wc find next, that be was politically dead. Mr. Hastings, 
not satisfied with the afiidavit he made in court, has thought 
proj)er upon record to inform the Company and the world of 
Avhat he considered him to be civilly and politically. — [Minute 
entered by the Governor-General:] — “The Governor-General. 
I object to this motion [a motion relative to the trial above 
alluded to], because I do not ajiprehend that the declaration of 
the judges, respecting the Nabob’s sovereignty, will involvij 
tliis goATrnment in any difficulties Avith the Frciicli or other 
foreign nations.” [Mark, my lords, these political eflects.] 
“ Hoav little tlie screen of the Nabob’s name has hitherto 
availed Avill appear in tlie freipieiit and inconclusive corre- 
spondeiicc Avhich has been maintained Avith the foreign settle- 
ments, the Ereneh especially, since the Company have thought 
proper to stand forth in their real character in the exorcise of 
the dewanny. From that period the government of tho'JO 
piovinces I < been Ailudly theirs, nor can all the snbtilties 
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and distinctions of political sophistry conceal the possession 
of power, where the exercise of it is openly practised and 
universally felt in its operation. — In deference to the com- 
mands of the Company, we liavc generally endeavoured, in all 
oiir correspondence witli foreigners, to evade the direct avowal 
of our possessing the actual rule of the country ; employing 
the unapplied term government for the power to which wo 
exacted their suumissioji ; hut T do not reineinhcr any in- 
stance, and I liopc none will ho found, of our having been so 
disingenuous as to disclaim our own ])ower, or to adirm that 
the Nabob was the real sovereign of those provinces. In 
cllect I do not liesitatc to say, that I look upon this state of 
indecision to have been productive of all the cmharrassmeiits 
which we have experienced with the foreign settlements; 
non ' of them l)ave ever owned any dominion but that of the 
Ih'Kish government in these provinces. INlr. Chevalier has 
r('pentedly declared that he will not aclviiowledge any other, 
hut will look to that only for the support of the privileges 
possessed b}' his nation, and shall protest against that alone 
ns responsible for any act of power by wliich their privileges 
M il V l)(‘ violated or their property disturbed. The Dutch, the 
Dimes, have severally applied to this government, as to the 
ruling power, for the grant of indulgences and the redress of 
their grievances. In our replies to all, wo liavc constantly 
assumed tho prerogatives of that charactc'r, hut eluded the 
dir( t iivowal of it; under the name of inlluenee, we have 
otic I'd them protection, aud avc have granted them the in- 
(liilj,enccs of government, under elusive expressions, somc- 
tin.fs applied to our treaties with the Nabobs, sometimes to 
01. r uwu rights as the dowau, sometimes openly deelaring the 
virtual rule which we lield of these provinces, we liavc con- 
h iuled with them for tho rights of government, aud threat- 
ened to repel with force the encroacliinents on it ; we, in one 
or two instances, have actually put these threats into execu- 
lioH, by orders dii'eetly issued to the ollicers of government, 
Joid enforced by detachments from our own military forces. 
Tli(', Nabob was never consulted, nor Avas tlie pretence ever 
iikuIg that his orders or concurreneo Avere necessary; in a 
word, we have always ulloAvcd ourselves to be treated as prin- 
tjipals ; we have treated as jiriiicipals ; but Ave have contented 
uaraelves with letting our actions iusimiato the eharacter 
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wo cirooiiiiilly possessed, Avitliout assorting it. — For 
iny own part, I have ever considered the reserve which lias 
boon enjoined on ns in this respect as a consequence of the 
d(>id>ts which liave long prevailed, and which are still sufiered 
to subsist, respecting tlie rights of the British governn out 
and llie Company to the property and dominion of these pro- 
vinces, not as inferring a doubt with respect to any foreign 
j)ower ; it lias, however, been productive of great inconvoiii- 
(uures, it has prevented our acting with vigour in our disputes 
with llio Dutch and l^^rench. The former refuse to this day 
llie payuieni of the bahor pcscush, although the right is iii- 
eonti'stahly against them, and we liave tlirea toned to enforce 
it. Ilolli nations refuse to be bound by our decrees, or to 
submit to our regulations; they refuse to submit to the pay- 
imuit of tlie duti(‘s on the foreign commerce, but in tlieir o\mi 
way, which amounts almost to a total exemjiiion ; they rel’usu 
to submit to the duty of ten per cent, which is levied upon 
foreign salt, by wliicli (unless a stop can be put to it by a 
more (lecisiv(' rule) they will draw tlic whole of that im- 
portant trade into their own colonies; and even in the single 
instance in which they have allowed us to prescribe to llumi, 
namely, the embargo on grain on the ajiprehension of a 
dearth, I am generally ])crsuadcd that they acquiesced from 
llio secret design of taking the advaniagtj of the general sus- 
pension, by GX])orling grain clandestinely under cover of tlieir 
colours, which they knew would screen them from the rigor- 
ous examiiialioii of our oiTicers. AV'^c are precluded from form- 
ing many ari’augomcnts of general utility, because of thc‘ir 
want of control over the European settlement; and a great 
part of the defc(d;s which subsist in the government and 
commercial state of the country ar. ultimately derived from 
lliis soiinio. 1 have not the slightest suspicion that a more 
( pen and decidt'd conduct Avonld expose us to worse coiisc- 
(lueiices from the Enrojxmii nations ; on the contrary, we 
liave the w(jrst of tlui argnment, while we contend with tluaii 
nnder false colours, while they know ns under the disguise, 
and we have not the confidence to disown it ; what we have 
done and may do under an assumed character is full as likely 
to irnolve us in a war with France, a nation not much ia- 
fluenced by logical weapons, if such can be supposed to bo 
the likely consequences of our own trifling drsagreenient with 
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thiMJi, us if we stood forth their avowed opponents. To con* 
elude, instead of rcgrettiii", with Mr. Erancis, the occasion 
wliich deprives us of so useless and liurtful a disguise*, I 
should rather rejoice (were it really the case), and consider 
it as a crisis which freed the constitution of our govcrnnicut 
from one of its greatest defects.’* 

ISow, uiy lords, the delicacy of the affidavit is no more — 
the great arcanum of tlic state is avowed — it is avowed tliat 
tlic government is ours — tliat the JSahob is nothing. It is 
avowed to foreign nations ; and the disg\iisc which we have 
])iit on, Mr. Hastings states, in his opinion, to be hurtful to 
the affairs of tlie Company. Here we perceive tlie exact and 
fh(» perfect agreement bt'twcen his charactei’ as a delicafe 
aflldavit maker in a court of justice, and his indelicate declar- 
ations upon tlic records of tlie Company for the information 
of tiio whole world, concerning the real arcanum of the 
Hongal governnumt. 

Now I cannot help praising his consistency upon this occa- 
sion, whi'thcr his policy was right or wrong ; hitherto we find 
the whole consistent, wo find the affidavit perfectly su|)ported, 
I'lie infenmees, which dcdicacy at first })ri‘vent(‘d him from pro- 
ducing, hotter recolh'ction and more pi'rfect policy made him 
lu're avoAV. In this stale things continned. The Nabob, your 
lordships see, is dead — dead in law — dead in polities — d(*ad 
ill a court of justice — dead upon the records of the Company. 
lAccj)t in mere animal existence, it is all over with him. 

J have now to state to your lordship.^, that j\Ir. Hastings, 
w 10 lias the power of ])iitting even to death in this way, 
possesses likewise the art of restoring to life. Hut what is 
tlie medicine that revives them ? — Your lordshijis, I am sure, 
will he glad to know Avliat nostrum, not hitherto jiretendod 
to hy (Quacks in physio, by quacks in politics, nor by quacks 
in law, will serve to revive this man, to cover his di'ad bones 
witli ilosh, and to give him life, activity, and vigour. My 
lords, I am about to tell you an instance of a recipe of such 
infallible (dficacy as was never before discovered. His cure 
*for all disorders is disobedience to the commands of bis law- 
ful superiors. ‘When the orders of tlie court of directors aro 
contrary to his own o])inions, lie forgets them all. Let the 
court of directors but declare in favoiir of bis own systeni 
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his owji positions, ainl thnl vory inoinonl, inoroly for the pur- 
pot u of (loclai’iiig his right of rebellion against the laws of 
his country, ho counteracts them. Then these dead bones 
arise ; or, to use a language more suitable to the dignity of 
the thing, Hayes’s men arc all revived. “ Are these men 
dead?” asks Mr. Bayes’s friend. “ jS’’o,” says he, “ tliey 
shall all get up and dance immediately.” — Bui in this ludi- 
crous view of JMr. Hastings’s coiuluci, your lordships must 
not lose sight of its great importance. You cannot liave, in 
an abstract, as it were, any one thing that better devclojics 
the princi])les of th(i man ; that more fully developes all the 
sources of his conduct, and of all the frauds and iniquities 
which he has committed, in order at one and the same tinui 
to evade his duty to the court of directors, that is to say, to 
the laws of his country, and to oppress, crush, rob, and ill- 
ireat the people that are under him. 

]My lords, you hav(^ had an account of the ])i'rson who 
represented the Nabob’s dignity, Mahomed Be/.a Khan; you 
have heard of the rank he bore, the sullcrings that he wimt 
througli, his trial and honourable acquittal, and the Company’s 
order, that the first opportunity should bo taken to appoint 
him naib soiibah, or deputy of the Nabob, and more especially 
to represent him in the administering of justice. Your lord- 
ships arc also acquainted with what was done in consoqueiice 
of Iho.so orders by the council-general, in tluj restoration and 
reestablish ment of the execiitivo power in this person ; not 
in the poor Nabob, a poor, liclpless, ill-bred, ill-educated hoy, 
hut in the lirst JHiis^uIman of the country, who had before 
exercised the ollicc of naib sonbali, or deputy viceroy, in or- 
der to give some di‘gree of support to the expiring honour and 
jiistic(j of that country. The majority, namely, General 
Clavering, Colonel Monson, and lS\i\ Francis, whoso names, as 
1 have before said, will, for obedience to the Company', fideli- 
ty to the laws, honour to themselves, and a purity unlouchcd 
and iinimpeachcd, stand distinguished and honoured, in spite 
of all tho corrupt and barking virulence of India against 
them. These men, 1 say, obeyed tho Company ; they had 
no secr(‘t or fraudulent connexion with Mahomed Keza 
Khau ; but they reinstated him in his office. 

The moment that real deatli liad carried away two of tli<^ 
U'» 08 t irtuous of lliia cuuinuinity, and that Mr. (lastings 
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tl.(*i*cbv n.'establisliod in his power, ho rofairuod to his fonuer 
Htate of rebellion to tlie Company, and of fraud and op[)re3- 
sion upon the people. And here we come to the nwivilieat- 
iag medicine. 1 for«;ot to tell your lordships that this Nabob, 
whose letters were dcclan'd by a court of law, with his own 
aj)probation, to b(^ in efti'ct letters of llio (lOvcnior-Glemn’al 
and council, concludes a formal apj>lication transmitted to 
them, and dated 17th November, 1777, with a demand of the 
restoration of his rights. INfr. Hastings upon this enters the 
following minute: — “Tlie Nabob’s dcMuands are grounded 
upon positive rights, which will not admit of a discussion ; 
liii has an incontestable right to the management of his own 
household; he has an inconteslablo riglit to the Jiizamut.” 

lly lords, you have heard his allidavil, you have heard his 
av*r.ved and recorded opinion. In direct defiance of both, 
Ih'cause he wishes to make doubtful the orders of the Com- 
pany and to evade his dut y, he here makes without any deli- 
cacy a declaration, which, if it be true, the affidavit is a gross 
perjury, lot it bo managed with what delicacy he ])leases. 
The word nizamut, whicli he uses, may be unfamiliar to 
your lordships. ]n India- it signifies the whole executive 
government, though the word strictly means viceroyalty ; all 
the princes of that country holding tlieir dominions as repre- 
sentatives of the Mogul, the great nominal sovereign of the 
(Miipire. convince you that it does so, take his own ex- 
planation of it. — “It is his by inheritance; the adowlct and 
th( fouzdarry having been repeatedly declared by the Com- 
pany and by this governmout to appertain to Hie nizamut. 
Tlio adowlet, namely, the distribution of civil justice; and 
the fouzdarry, namely, the executive criminal justice of that 
country, that is to say, the whole sovereign government of 
Hie courts of justice, have been declared by the Company to 
appertain to the nizamut.” 

1 beg of your lordships to recollect, when you take into 
your consideration the charges of the House of Commons, 
that the person they accuse, and pm’sons suhonied by him, 
nave never scrupled to be guilty, without sense of abamc, of 
the most notorious falsehoods, the most glaring iuconsisten- 
f'ies, and even of perjury itself; and that it is thus they make 
power of the Comj)auy dead or ulivc, as best *4uits tlmii 
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own \vi(*k('(l, clandestino, and fraudulent; purposes, and the 
great end of all their actions and all their politics, plunder 
and peculation. 

1 must here refer youi lordships to a minute of Mr. Tran- 
cis’s, which I recommend to your reading at large, and to 
your A’cry serious recollection, in page 1080 ; because it con- 
tains a complete history of Mr. Hastings’s conduct, and of its 
cllccts upon this occasion. 

And Jiow to proceed. The Nabob, in a subsf‘quont appli- 
cation to the Company’s government at Calcutta, desires that 
]\ runny llegum may be allowed to take on lierself the whole 
administration of the allairs of the iiizanuit (not the superi- 
ority ill the administration of the alliiirs of the seraglio only, 
1 hough this would have been a tyrannical usurpation of llui 
power heloiigiiig to tht^ legitimate mother of the Nabob), 
Avithoiit the iiitcrfiTiMico of any person whatever; and lie 
adds, tliat by this the (rovernor will give him complete salis- 
faeiioii. Jn all frauiluJont correspondences, you are sun? 1o 
liiid the true secret of it at last. It lias bet‘n said by some- 
body, that the true sense of a letter is to be learnt from its 
postscript. Jhit this matter is so clumsily managed, that in 
contempt of all deecney, the lirst thing tlic Nabob does is to 
di'sirc he may be put into the hands of Miiiiny JJeguni, and 
that without the interferenee of anybody whatever. 

The next letter, imiuodiately following on the licels of the 
former, was received by tlie council on the 12th of February, 
1778. Ju this letter lie desires that Mahomed Keza Khan 
may be removed from his oHicc in the government ; and ho 
expresses his hopes, that as he liini.self is now come to years 
of nialuritv, and by the bh?ssmg of God is not so devoid ot 
understanding as to be incapable ol conducting his aflairs ; 
h(‘ says, “ I am therefore hopeful, from your favour and regard 
to justice, that you will deliver me from the authority of the 
aforesaid JMahonual Iteza Khan, and give your permission that 
1 take oil myself the management of the adowlet and fouz- 
darry.” — 'fhere is no doubt of this latter application., in con- 
tradiction to the former; having arisen from a suspicion that 
the appointiiumt of JMuiiny Begum would be too gross, and 
w’ould shock the couiKal; and Mr. llasting.s therefore orders 
the second letter to bo written from the Nabob, in which hfl 
p)aim.s the powers of govcrnniont for liiinself. Then fo!'ov> 
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lilett^r froiti ilio Groveriior-Gencra],iiiroriiiijig tlio Nabob, that 
it had been agreed tliat his excellency being now arrived at 
years of maturity, the control of his own household, and the 
courts dependent on the nizainut and fouzdarry, should bo 
placed in his hands; and Mahomed KezaKhan was directed, 
at the same time, to resign his authority to the Nabob. 

Here your lordships see Munny Begum, in eifect, com* 
pletely invested with, and you wdll see how slie has used her 
]) 0 wcr; for J suppose your lordships are sick of tlie iiauie of 
Nabob, as a real actor in the government. You now sec the 
true parties in the transaction, namely, the lover, AVarren 
JTasliiigs, lilscp ; and Aliinny Begum, the object of liis passion 
and flame ; to which ho sacrilices as mueh as Antony ever 
(lid to Cleopatra. You see the ohjoet of his love and aflce- 
tion placc'd in the administration of the viecroyalty ; you sc(^ 
jjlaced at h(*r dis])osal the adjiiinistration of the civil judiea 
tore and of the ex('(*utorv justkv, togi thm* with the salary 
which was inteiuL'd for Mahomed K('za Khan 

Your lordsliipe will be pleast'd to nMuember, that this dis- 
trihution of the Nabob’s governnumt was made in direct dt»- 
fhmee of the orders of tiu' Company. And as a further proof 
of this deliaiK.'o, it will jiot (‘scape your lordships, that, befon^ 
this measure was carrit'd into e.\(‘(*utioii, 3Ir. Barwcll b(‘ing 
one day absent from the council, Mr. Hastings fell into a mi- 
nority; and it was agivedjupon that 0 (.*easion, that the whole 
atfair should be referred home to tlic court of diivetors, and 
tliat no arrangeuKmt ahould be made till the din'ctors had 
given their opinion, Air. Hastings, the very monumt after 
Barwell's return to his s(*at in the council, rescinds this 
resolution, which siibject(al the orders of the court of direct- 
ors to tlieir own reconsideration ; and be hurries headlong 
and preci]>iiately into theexcciiiion of his lirst determination. 
A^our lordships will also s(*(%‘, in this aci, what sort of use Air. 
Hastings made of the eouneil ; and 1 have tluTofore insisted 
'i[)on all these practices of the prisoner at your bar, IxM'auso 
there is not one of them in which some principle of govern- 
ment is not wounded, if not mortally wounded. 

' Aly lords, we have laid before yem the tonst'ipieiuos of this 
proc()cding. AV"o have show^n what passed within tluMvalla 
of the seraglio, and what tyranny Avas exercised by this 
wormin over the multitude of woiueu there. I shall uow 
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show your lordships in what manner slic made use of liei 
power over the supreme judicature, to peculate, and to de- 
stroy the country ; and I shall adduce, as proofs of this abuse 
of her authority, the facts 1 am about to relate, and of which 
there is evidence before your lordships. Tlierc was an o - 
teiisible man, named JSudder ul Hoc Khan, placed there at 
tlie head of the administration of justice, with a salary of 
iCTOOO a vear of the Company’s money. This man, in a 
letter to the Governor- General and council, received the 1st 
of September, 1778, says, — “His highness himself [the Na- 
bob] is not deficient in regard for me, but certain bad men 
have gained an asetmdency over Ins temper, by whose insti- 
gation he acts.” You will see, my lords, how this poor man 
was crippled in tlie execution of his duty, and dishonoured by 
the corruption of this woman and her eunuchs, to whom Mr. 
Hastings had given the supreme government, and with it an 
uncontrolled influence over all the dependent parts. After 
thus complaining of the slights he receives from the Nabob, 
he adds, “ Tims they cause the Nabob to treat me, sometimes 
with indignity, and others witli kindness, just as they think 
proper to advise him ; their view is that, by compelling me to 
displeasure at sucli unworthy treatment, they may force me 
eitlier to relinquisli my station, or to join with them and act 
with their advice, and apj)oint creatures of their recommend- 
ation to the dilfcnMit oflices, from which they might draw [)ro 
lit to themselv(?s.” — In a siibscijueut letter to tlie Governor, 
Sudder ul Hoc* Khan says, “The Begum’s ministers, before 
my arrival, with the advice of their counsellors, caused the 
Nabob to sign a receipt, in consequence of which they re- 
ceived, at two ditferent times, near 50,000 rupees, in the 
name of the o/Hcers of tlie adowlet, fouzdarry, <&c., from 
the Company’s sircar ; and having drawn up an account cur- 
rent in the manner they wished, they got the Nabob to sign 
it, and then sent it to me.” In the same letter he asserts, 
that these people have the Nabob entirely in their power. 

Now, I have only to remark to your lordships, that tlie 
fii'st and immediate operation of Mr. Hastings’s regulation, 
which put everything into the hands of this wucked woman 
for her corrupt purposes, w-as, that the office of chief justice 
was trampled upon and depraved, and made use of to plm> 
der the Company of money which was appropriated to their 
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oUTi uses ; aiu; that the person ostensibly holding this olliee 
was forced to become the instrument in the hands of this 
wdeked woman and her two wicked eunuchs. This then 
was the representation which tlic chief justice made to Mr. 

.1 tastings as one of the very first fruits of his new arrange- 
ment. I am now to tell you what his next step was. This 
same Mr. Hastings, who had made the Nabob master of every - 
tiling, and placed everything at his disposal, who had main- 
tained that tlic Nabob was not to act a secondary ])art, and 
to be -a mere instruinent in the hands of the Company, who 
hiul, as you have seen, revived the Nabob, now puts liim to 
death again. He pretends to be shocked at these proceedings 
of the Nabob, and not being able to prevent their coming 
before the eoiimnl of the directors at home, he immediately 
took Siukh'i* 111 IFoo Khan under his protection. 

Now your lordships see ISFr. IFastings appearing in his own 
charaeler again ; exercising the po\Yer he liad pretended to 
abdicate, whilst the Nabob sinks and subsides under liiin. 
lie becomes tlie supporter of Siidder id Hoc Kh/in, now that 
the iufainy of the troatiuent he received could no longer be 
concealed from the council. On the 1st of September, 1778, 
llie (-JoNonior informs the Nabob, “ that it is highly expedient 
that Siulder nl Jloc Khan slionld have full control in all 
matters relafive to his olliee, and the solo appointment and 
dismission of the siidder and mofnssal olliem’s ; and that his 
st'al r.nd signature should be authentic to all papers having 
irlation to the Inisincss intrusted to liim ; 1 therefore in- 
timate to you that he should appoint and dismiss all the 
oilu'( rs under liim, and that your excellency should not inter- 
fere in any one.” 

The Nabob, in a hdter to the Governor received the 3rd of 
September, 1778, says, “Agreeably to your ])loasuro, I have 
n'lnKnuishcd all concern with the affairs of the fonzdarry and 
ailowlet, leaving the entire manageinont in Sadder \\T llo(5 
Khan’s hands.” — Here you sec the Nabob again reduced to 
his former state of subordination. This chief justiceship, 
^\’lnch was declared to be his inherent right, he is obliged to 
submit to the control of Mr. Hastings, and to declare that he 
wdl net interfere at all in a matter wlilch Mr. Hastings had 
declared to be bis incomnuinicable attribute. I do not say 
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that Mi*. Hastings interfered improperly. Certainly it was 
not fit that tho highest court of justice in all Bengal should 
be made the instrument of the rapatdty of a set of villjnns, 
with a prostitute at their head ; just as if a gang of thieves 
in England with their prostitutes at their licad sliould seize 
the judge which ought to punish them, and endeavour to make 
use of his name in their iniquitous transactions. But yonr 
lordships will find that Mr. Hastings is hero acting a merely 
ostensible part, and that he has always a means of defeating 
privately what he declares publicly to be his intention. Ycnir 
lordships will see soon bow this ended. INfr. Hastings gets 
the Nabob to give up all his authority over the chief justice ; 
but he says not oik^ word of l\rnnny B(‘gum, the person who 
had the real authority in her hands, and who was not for- 
bidden to ini(*rfero Avith liiin. - Mr. Hastings's ordiT is dated 
tho 1st September, 1778. Ou the Jlrd of September, tlui 
Nabob is said to have reliiKpiished all coneorii with Siidder 
ul Iloe Khan. In a letter roceiv(‘(l the 3()th of September 
(that is, about 27 days after the date of Mr. Hastings’s order), 
you will s(‘e how tin’s pretended ord(‘r was managed. SnddiT 
ul Hoe Khan thus writes in a letter received the 80th of 
September: — “Yaltibai* Ali Khan (Mnnny Begum’s chief 
eunuch), from tlic amount of salaries of tlu^ oflicers of the 
adowlet and fouzdarry, which before my arrival be had re- 
ceived for two months from the sircar, made disbursenunit"' 
according to his own ])leasurc. He liad before caused tho 
sum of 7400 rupees, on account of the price of mine and my 
paishcars kelants, to be carrietl to account, and now continu- 
ally sends a man to dciinaiid from mo 1'800 and odd rupees, 
as a balance of the ])rieo of kelaiils, and constantly presses 
me to take it from the amount of the salaries of the officers 
of the adowhit and fouzdarry and send it to him, and 1 shall 
be under tin* nec(*ssity of complying. 1 mention this for 
your information. ’ 

My lords, yon see again bow ]\Ir. Hastings’s preleuded 
oi’ders were obeyed ; they were orders addressed to the Na- 
bob, Avbom be knew to be nothing, and who could neither 
control nor tak(* the lt*ast share in 1 ho execution of them ; hut 
ho leaves the tiling loose as to Munny Begum and her eii- 
nuebs, who he knew could alone carrv them intoelVect. Your 
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see that the first use made of the restored authority 
of the Nabob was under various pretences to leave the sala- 
ries of the ofiiccrs of government unprovided for ; to rob tlie 
public treasury, and to give the Company’s money to the eu- 
nuchs who were acting in the manner I have stated to you. 

Information of these proceedings reaches Calcutta ; — a 
regular complaint from a person in the highest situation in 
tlie government is made, and the Governor- General is obliged 
ngaiu to take up the matter ; and I shall now read to your 
K)r(rships a letter of the 10th of October, 1778, which con- 
tains a representation, so pointed and so very just, of the 
fatal effects which his interference in the administration of 
justice had produced, as not to stand in need of any com- 
ment from me. It speaks too plainly to retpiire any. 

The. Governor-GencraTs letter to the Nabob: — “At your 
excellency’s reipiest, I sent Sudder ul IToo Khan to take on 
him the administration of the affairs of the adowlet and fouz- 
(larry, and hoped by that means not only to have given satis- 
f/iction to your excellency, but tliat through his abilities and 
C-:pcrienco tliosc allairs would have beim conducted in such 
maimer as to have secured the peace of the country and the 
ha])piuess of the people ; and it is with the greatest concern 
I learn that this measure is so far from being attended with 
Ihc expected advantages, that the affairs both of the fouz- 
(lany and adowlet are in the greatest confusion imaginable, 
and <laily robberies and murders are perpetrated throughout 
the jountry. This is evidently owing to the want of a proper 
authority in the person appointed to superintend tlicm. I 
tlicrefore addressed your excellency, on the importance and 
delicacy of the affairs in question, and of the necessity of 
lodging full power in the hands of the person chosen to ad- 
minister them ; in reply to which your excellency expressed 
sentiments coincident with mine ; nohnthstandiug which 
your dependants and people, actuated by selfish and avaricious 
views, luive by their interference so impeded the business, as 
to throw the whole country into a state of confusion, from 
yhich nothing can retrieve it but an unlimited poAver lodged 
hi tlie hands of tlie superintendent. I therefore request that 
your excellency will give the strictest injunctions to aU your 
vui I 
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dependants not to interfere in any manner with any matter 
relative to the affairs of the adowlet and fouzdarry, and that 

i ron Avill yourself relinquish all interference therein, and 
eave them entirely to the management of Sudder ul lloo 
Khan. This is absolutely necessary to restore tlie country 
to a state of tranquillity ; and if your excellency has any plan 
to propose for the management of the affairs in future, b:; 
pleased to communicate it to me, and every attention shall ho 
paid to give your excellency satisfaction.’’ 

My lords, I think I have read enough to you for our 
present purpose ; referring your lordships for fuller inforin- 
ticn to your minutes, page 1086, which I beg you to read 
with tlie greatest attention. 

I must again beg your lordships to remark, that though 
Mr. Hastings lias the iinjnidcnce still to pretend that lie 
wishes ibr the restoration of order and justice in the country, 
yet, instead of writing to Miiuny llegum iq)on the business, 
whom ho knew to be the very object complained of, and 
whose eunuchs are expressly mentioned in the complaint, he 
writes to the Nabob, wlioni bo knew to be a pageant in his 
own court aud government, and whose name was not even 
mentioned in this last complaint. Not one word is said, 
iivenin this letter to the Nabob, of Muuny Begum or of her 
eunuchs. My lords, when you consider his tacit support of 
the authors of the grievance, and his ostensible application 
for redress to the man who, he knew, never authorizi?d and 
could not redress the grievance, you must conclude that he 
meant to keep the country in the same state for his own cor- 
rupt purposes. In this state the country in fact continued; 
Munny Begum and her cuiiuchs continued to administer and 
squander the Company’s money, as well as the Nabob’s,* 
robberies and murders continued to prevail throughout the 
country. No appearance was left of order, law, or justieo, 
from one end of Bengal to the other. 

The account of this state of things was received by the 
court of directors with horror and indignation; on the -7th 
of May, 1779, they write, as you will find in page 1003 of 
your printed minutes, a letter to their government at Cal- 
cutta condemning their proceedings and the removal of Ma* 
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homed Reza Kliaii; and they order that Muniiy Be^um sliall 
be displaced, and Maliomed Eeza Khan restored again to the 
seat of justice. 

]Mr. ibVancis, upon tlic arrival of tliese reiterated orders, 
moved in council for an obedience to them. Mr. Hastings, 
notwithstanding he had before his eyes all the horrible conse- 
ijueiices tliat attended his new arrangement, still resists that 
j)roposition. By his casting voice in the council he counter- 
orders the orders of the court of directors, and sanctions a 
direct disobedience to their authority, by a resolution that 
^lahomed Jicza Khan should not be restored to bis employ- 
iiient, but that this Sudder ul IIoo Khan, who still continued 
in the condition already described, sliould remain in the 
possession of liis oifice. 1 say notliing of Sudder ul Hoe 
Kli ni; he seems to be very well dis])osed to do bis duly, if 
Mr. Hastings’s arrang^nnents [lad sullcred him to do it; and 
indeed if ^laluiincd Keza KhAn had been rehistaled and no 
better supported by Mr. Hastings than Sudder ul Hoe Khan, 
!.e eould, probably, have kept the country in no better order, 
though perhaps bis name, and the auibority and weight 
which still adhered to him in some dc'gree, might have hnd 
M'lne influence. 

My lords, you have seen his dellance of the Company, 
y(ju have seen his defiance of all decency ; you see his 
<»peii protection of prostitutes and robbers of every kind rav- 
aging Bengal; you have seen bis delianco of the authority 
I'f >iie court of directors, flatly, directly, and peremptorily 
[/V joisted in to the last. Order after order was reiterated, but 
his disobedience arose with an clastic spring in proportion 
to the pressure that was upon it. 

^ly lords, here there was a pause. The directors bad been 
disobeyed ; and you might suppose that lie would have boon 
sati.stleil with this act of disobedience. ]My lords, be was 
H'solvcd to let the native governments of the country know 
that ho de,s|)iscd the orders of the court of directors, and that 
whenever he pretended to obey them, in i\‘ality be was re- 
solved upon the most actual disobedience. An event now 
happened, the particulars of which wo are not to repeat here : 
disputes conducted on JMr. Krancis’s side, upon no other prin- 
ciple, that we can discover, but a desire to obey the Coinpany’a 
orders, and to execute bis duty with fidelity and disiuteref?t- 
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ednoss, had arisen between liiiu and Mr. ] fastings, Mr. 
Francis, about tlie time we have been speaking of, finding 
resistance was vain, reconciles himself to him ; but on the 
most honourable terms as a public man, namely, that he should 
continue to follow and obey the laws, and to respect the 
authority of t he court of directors. Upon this reconciliation 
it was agreed that Mahomed lleza Khan should bo restorc<l 
to his office. For this purpose Mr. Hastings enters a minute, 
and writes to the Nabob an ostensible letter. But your lord- 
ships will here see an instance of what I said respecting a 
double current in all Mr. Hastings’s proceedings. J^veu 
when he obeys or pretends to obey the Company’s orders, 
there is always a private channel tlirough which he defeats 
tliein all. 

Letter from Mr. Hastings to the Nabob Mobarick iil Dow- 
lali, written the lOtli of February, 17S0. — “The Company, 
ivlioso orders are pereinjitory, have directed tlint JMahoinrd 
B(;za Khan slinll be restored to the offices ho held in January, 
1778 ; it is my duty to represent this to your excellency, 
and to recoin mend your compliance with their request, tliat 
MahonK'd lleza Khan may be invested with tlui offices 
assigned to liini under the nizaiiuit by the Company.” 

Your lordships see here that jVfr. Hastings informs llio 
Nabob, that having received pe*'‘ 2 mptory orders from the Com- 
pany, he restores and rejdacea Mahomt'd lleza Khan. iMa- 
homod lleza Khan then is in possession ; and in possession 
by the best of all titles, the orders of the Company. But you 
will also see the manner in which he evades his duty, and 
vilifies, in the eyes of these miserable country powers, the 
authority of the directors. He is prepared, as usual, willi 
a defeasance of his own act, and the maimer in which that 
defeasance came to our knowledge is this. Wc know no- 
thing of tliis private affair, till Mr. Hastings, in his answer 
before the House of Commons, finding it necessary to destroy 
the validity of some of his own acts, bronglit forward 8ir 
John D’Oyh3y. Ho was brought forward before us, not as a 
witness in his own person, for the defen(?e of JMr. Ilastingf^, 
but as a narrator wlio had been employed by Mr. Hastings as 
a member of that council, which, «as ycu have heard, drew 
up his deferif^ic. My lords, you have already seen the pubho 
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flgoney of this business, you have heard read tlie public let- 
ter sent to the Nabob ; there you see the ostensible part o( 
the transaction. Now hear the banyan, Sir John D’Oyley, 
pive an account of his part in it, extracted from Mv. llast- 
ings’s defence before the IFousc of Commons. 

“I was appointed resident [at the court of the Nabob] on 
the resignation of Mr. Byani Martin, in tlm month of danu- 
ary, 1780, and took charge about the beginning of February 
of tlie same year. The substance of the instructions 1 re- 
ceived was to endeavour by every moans in my power to 
conciliate the good opinion and regard of the Nabob and his 
family, that T might be able to jiersnadc him to adopt ellect- 
ual measures for tlie better regulation of his ex])cnses, which 
wt;o understood to have greatly exceeded his income ; tliat 
1 might prevent his forming improper connexions, or taking 
any steps d(TOgatory to liis rank ; and by eveay means in iny 
jiovvor support his credit and dignity in the eyes of the 
world ; and with respect to tlie various branches of his family, 
1 was iuptriicted to ciuloavour to put a stop to the dissen- 
sions 'shich had too frequently pnwailed amongst them. The 
Nabob on his part was recomnumded to ])ay the same atten- 
tion to niy advice as be would have done to that of the 
G()vernor-(Joneral in person. Some tiiu(\ 1 think, in the 
mo 1 111 of Fi'bruary of tlu' same year, T received a letter from 
Mr Hastings, jmrporting that the critical situation of aifairs 
req liring the union and utmost exertion of every member t)f 
Hu governniciit to give vigour to the acts necessary for it.s 
relief, ho hud agreed to an accommodation witli Mr. Francis; 
but to effect this point lie had been under the necessity of 
making some painful sacrifices, and partiimlarly that of the 
restoration of Mahomed Keza Kiian to the office of naib soii- 
hah, a measure which he knew must he highly disagreeable 
to the Nabob ; and which nothing but the urgent necessity 
of the case should have led him to acquiesec in ; that lie re- 
lied on me to stato all these circuinslances in the most forci- 
ble manner to the Nabob, and to urge his compliance ; as- 
Buring him that it should not coiiiiiiuc longer than until the 
next advices w'ore received from the court of directors.” 

Here Mr. Hastings himself lets us into the secrets of hia 
government. lie writes an ostensible letter to the Nabob, 
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declaring llial wlml lio docs is in coniormily lo tlio ordera of 
the Company. IJe ^vrites a private letter, in ^vhicll h(^ directs 
his agent to assure the Nahoh that what lie liad done was 
not in compliance wifh tlie orders of the Company, but in 
corisequeiicc of the aiTangement he had made witli Mr. Iraii- 
cis, which arrangement he thought necessary for the support 
of his own ])crsonal power, llis design, in thus explaining 
the transaction to the Ts'abob, Avas in order to prevent tli(‘ 
native powers from looking to any other authority than his, 
and from having the least hopes of redress of their complaints 
from tlie justice of this country or from any legal pow(‘r in 
it. He ther(‘fore t<‘lls him, that jVIaliomed 3h‘za KliAn was 
rejilaced not in obedience to the orders of tlie Company, but 
to gratify ]\[r. hhancis. If he cpiarrols with IVTr. Francis, In* 
makes that a reason for disobeying the ordm’s of his mast('i's. 
If he agT('(‘s with him, lie informs the pi'ople concerned in 
the transaction privately, that he acts not in conseipicnce ot 
tlie orders that he has received, but from other motives. Jhit 
that is not all. He promises that he will take the first o])- 
portiiiiity to remove jMahomed Jh'za Khan from liis otfu'c 
again. Thus the country is to be rcpliingcd into the same 
distracted and ruined .state in which it was before. And all 
this is laid open fully and distinctly hi'foro yon. Yon havt‘ 
it on the aulhoriiy of Sir Jt»hn IVOyley. Sir John D’Oyh v 
is a person in the secret; and one man Avho is in the sicivl 
is worth a thousand ostensible persons. 

Mahomed .Keza Khan, 1 must now tell yon, was acci ril- 
ingly reinstated in all his olllees, and the Kaliob was reduced 
to the situation, as Mr. Hastings upon anotluT occasion de- 
scribes it, of a mere cy])her. Jiut mark what followed — mark 
what lliis Sir John JTOyley i.s made to tell you, or what 
]\rr. Hastings tells you for him ; for whether Sir John H't'y- 
ley lias written this for JMr. Jla.siings, or Mr. Hastings ter 
SSir John D’Oyley, 1 do not know; because they seem, 
somebody said of two gri'at friends, that they lind hut one 
AN ill, one bed, and one hat behveen them. These genilenu n 
Avho conijiose Mr. Hastings’s council have but one style <*1 
Avriting among lliein ; so that it is im])ossible for you to de • 
tennine by Avliicli of the masters of this I^oinan school any 
])aper was AATitten, Avliether by D’Oyley, by Shore, or b} 
ITastiogi, or any other of them. 1’hey have a stylo in cone 
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moti a kind of bank upon which they have a general credit ; 
and you cannot tell to whose account anything is to be placed. 

But to proceed: — Sir John D’Oylcy says there, that the 
Nabob is reduced again to a cyplier. Now hear what he 
afterwards says: — “About the month of June, 1781, Mr. 
Hastings, being then at Moorshedabad, coninumicat(id to me 
liis intention of performing his promise to the Nabob, by 
restoring him to the management of his own aftairs” — [that 
is to say, by restoring Munny Begum again, and by turning 
out'Mahomed lleza Khan]. — Your lordships sec that he coin- 
inunicated privately his intentions to Sir .lohn D’Oylcy, with- 
out comnuiiiicating one word of them to his colleagues in the 
Bupnune council ; and w ithout entering any minute in the 
records of the council, by wliich it could be known to the di- 
r(‘( *^or3. Lastly, in order to sliow' you in what manner the 
Nabob was to be restored to bis power, I refer your lordships 
to the order he gave to Sir John D’Oyley, for investigating 
tlu’ Nabob’s accounts, and for drawing up articles of instruc- 
tions for the Nabob’s conduct in tlie management of his af- 
faiis. You will there see clearly how he was restored ; that 
is to say, that he was taken out of ilie hands of tlie first 
^Mussulman in that country ; the man most capable of admin- 
istering justice, and whom the Company had expressly or- 
dered to be invested with that authority, and to put him into 
flu' hands of Sir John D’Oyley. Is Sir John D’Oyley a 
^lessulrnan? — Is Sir John H’Oyley lit to be at the head of 
su‘ h a government ? What was there that any person could 
se< about him, that entitled him to, or made him a fit person 
to be intrusted w ith, this power, in defiance of the Company’s 
orders ? And yet Mahomed lleza Khan, who was to have 
the management of the Nabob’s afliiirs, was himself put under 
the most complete and perfect subjection to this Sir Jolin 
H'Oylcy. But, in fact, Munny Begum bad the real influence 
in everything. Sir John D’Oyley himself was only Mr. 
Hastings’s instrument there to preserve it, and between them 
they pillaged the Nabob in the most shocking manner, and 
must have done so to the knowledge of Mr. Hastings. — A 
letter written at this time by Mr. Hastings to the Nabob dis* 
covers the secret beyond all pow-er of evasion. 

“Instructions from the Governor- General to the Nabob. 
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Mobarick ul Dowlah, respecting his conduct in the manage^ 
inent of liis affairs. — 9th. These I make the conditions of 
the compliance whicli the Governor- General and council have 
yielded to your late requisition ; it is but just that you should 
•possess Avhat is your acknowledged right, but their intehtion 
would be defeated, and you would be in a worse situation, it' 
you were to be left a prey without a guide, until you hav(' 
{icquired experience (which, to the strength and goodness of 
your understanding, will be the work but of a short period), 
to tlie rapacity, frauds, and artifices of mankind. You have 
offered to give up the sum of four lacks of rupees, to be al- 
lowed the free use of the remainder of your stipend. This 
we have refused, because it would be contrary to justice. You 
should consider this as a proof of the sincerity of the above 
arrangements which have been recommeiuh'd to you, and of 
their expediency to your real inbuvst ; and your attention to 
them will be a means of reconciling the Company to the re- 
solution which we have taken, and which will bo reported to 
tliem in a liglit very hurtful both to you and to us, if an im- 
proper effect should attend it. Tliese I have ordered Sir 
John G’Oylcy to r(*ad in your presence, and to explain them 
to you, that no part of them may escape your notice; and he 
lias my positive orders to remonstrate to you agjiinst every 
departure from them. Upon all these occasions, 1 hope and 
expect that you will give him a particular and cordial atten- 
tion, and regard what he shall .say as if said by myself; for 
I know him to bo a person of the strictest honour and inte- 
grity. I have a perfect reliance on him, and you cannot have 
a more attached or more disinterested counsellor. Although 
I desire to receive your letters frequently, yet as many mat- 
ters will occur whicli cannot so easily be explained by letter 
as by conversation, I desire that you will on such occasions 
give your orders to Iiim respecting such points as you may 
desire to have imparted to me ; ami J, postponing every other 
concern, will give you an immediate and the most satisfactory 
reply concerning them.” 

My lords, here is a man who is to administer his own af- 
fairs ; who has arrived at sufficient age to supersede the coun- 
sel and advice of the great Mahomedan doctors and the great 
nobility of the country, and he is put under the most abso- 
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lute guardianship of Sir John D’Oylcy. But Mr. Hastingai 
lias given Sir John D’Oyley a great character. I cannot 
confirm it, because I can confirm the character of none of Jifr. 
Hastings’s instruments. They must stand forth here, and 
defend their own character before you. 

Your lordships will now be pleased to advert to another 
circumstance in this transaction ; you see here £40,000 a 
year offered by this man for his redcMuption. I will give 
you, he says, £40,000 a year to have the management of my 
own affairs. Good heavems! Here is a man who, according 
to IMr. Hastings’s assertion, liad an indisputabbi right to tlie 
management of liis own alfairs, but at the same time was 
notoriously so little fit to have the management of them as 
to be always under some corrupt tyranny or otlu.T, oflcrs 
£10,000 a year out of his own revenues, to be hd*t bis own 
master, and to be jiermitted to have the disposal of tlio re- 
mainder: judge you of the bribery, rapine, and peculation 
wliicli here stare you in the face; — ^judge of the nature and 
character of that government, for the management of whicli 
:€ 10,000 out of £100,000 a year of its revenue is oftered by 
a subordinate to the supreme authority of the country. Tins 
ojfi'r shows that at this time the jSabob bad it not himself. 
AVhobadit? {Sir John H’Oyley; be is brought forward aa 
the person to whom is given the management of the whole. 
IVlunny Begurn had the management before : but, wbelber it 
li ' an Knglisbmaii, a iMussulman, a Avliite man, or a black 
n ail, a white woman, or a black woman, it is all Warren 
Hastings. 

With respect to tlio four lacks of rupees, he gets Sir John 
B’Oyley, in the narrative that he makes before the House of 
Commons, positively to deny, in the strongest manner, and 
be says the Nabob would give oath of it, that the Nabob 
never gave a commission to any one to niaki? sueli an ofler. 
That such an offer was made bad been long published and 
loug in print, with the remarks such as 1 have made upon it 
in the ninth report of the select eominittee : that the com- 
mittee liad so done was well known to Mr. Hastings and Sir 
John B’Oyley; not one word on the part of Mr. Hastings, 
not one w^ord on the part of Sir John B’Oylcy, was said to 
contradict it, until the appearance of the latter before the 
House of Coninions. But, my lords, there is something 
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much m )rc sorious in this transaction. It is this, that the 
evidence produced by Mr. Hastings is the evidence of wit- 
nesses wlio are mere phantoms : they arc persons who could 
not, under Mr. Hastings’s government, eat a bit of bread 
but upon his own terms, and they are brought forwaid to 
give such evidence as may answer his purposes. 

You would naturally have imagined, that in the ilousc of 
Commons, where clouds of Avitnesaes had been before pro- 
duced by the friends and agents of Mr. ilastings, he would 
then have brought forward Sir John to contradict this reported 
offer; but not a word from Sir Jolni D’Oylcy: at last ho is 
examined before the committee of managers; he nffuses to 
answer. AVhy ? Tlecause his answers might criminate him- 
self. ]\Iy lords, every answ('r that most of them have been 
required to mak'c tlic*y are sensible they cannot make with- 
out danger of criminating themselves; being all involved in 
the crimes of tlie prisoner. Ho has corrupted and ruined 
the whole service; tlu’ro is not one of them that dares appc'ar 
and give a fair and full answer, in any case, as you have seiui 
ill ]\lr. Middleton and many others, at your bar. — “I will 
not answer this <piestion,” they say, ‘‘ hecaiise it tends to 
criminate myself.” Ifow comes it that the Com])anv’s serv- 
ants are not able to give evidence in the affairs of ]\lr. Hast- 
ings without its tending to eriininate themselves ? 

Well, Sir Jolin D’Ovley is in England ; Avhy is he not 
called now ? 1 liave not the honour of being intimately ac- 

quainted with him, hut he is a man of a reputable and honour- 
able family. AVhy is he not called by ]\Ir. Hastings to verify 
the assertion, and wliy do tliey snfft'r this black record, to 
stand before your lordsinps to be urged by us, and to press 
it as we do against him ? Jf he kiiOA\ s that Sir John D’0}dey 
can acquit him of this part of our accusation, he would cer- 
tainly bring him as a witness to your bar; but he knows he 
cannot. When, therefore, I see upon your records, that 8ir 
John D’Oyley and Mr. llastings received such an offer for 
the redemption of the Nabob’s affairs out of their hands, I 
conclude first, that at the lime of this offer the Nabob had 
not the disposal of his own affairs ; and secondly, that those 
who had the disposal of them disposed of them so corruptly 
and prodigally, that he thought they could hardly be ro- 
*ecmed at too high a price. What explanation of this nat- 
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t( r has bw‘Cii atleniplcd ? TIuto is no cxplanai ion n^ivon of it 
lit all. It stands clear, lull, bare in all its nakcdjiess before 
you. They have not attempted to produce the least evidence 
against it. Therefore, in that state 1 leave it with you, and 
1 shall only add, that Mr. Hastings contiimod to make Munny 
Begum the first object of his attention ; and that, tlioiigh Im 
could not entirely remove Maliomed Jteza KliAn from the 
seat of justice, he was made a cypher in it. All his oilier 
cilices were taken out of his hands and put into the liands of 
SirMoliii H’Oyley, directly contrary to the orders of the Com - 
jiaii}", which certainly implied the restitution ot* IMahoined 
Beza Khan to all the ofiices which ho luul before held, lie 
vas slrijipod of everything but a feeble administration of 
justice, which, I take for granted, could not, under the cir- 
cn ostanccs, have been much better in Ins hands tliaii it liad 
been in 8 iulder ul Jloe Khan’s. 

3[r. Hastings’s protection of this woman continued to the 
hist ; and whiui ho was going away, on the third of November, 
17S‘d, he wrote a sentimental letter to the court of directors 
ill h(‘r praise. This lettiu* was transmitted without having 
eoiumuuicatod to the council. You have heard of deli- 
allidavits; here you have a sentimental oHieial despatch.. 
Your lordships will find it in page 1092 and 1093 of your 
printed minutes. He writes in such a delicate, sentimental 
strain of this woman, that I Avill venture to say you will not 
Jii d in all the Arcadia, in all the novels and romances that 
ever were published, an instance of a greater, a more coii- 
sl.mt. and more ardent aftection, defying time, ugliness, and 
oid age, did ever exist, than existed in jNIr. Hastings towards 
1 lii-s old woman, Munny Begum. As cases of tliis kind, cases 
of gallantry ahoundiiig in sentimental expressions, are rare in 
the Company’s records, I roeommciul it as a curiosity to your 
lordships’ reading, as well as a ])roof ol’ Avliat is the great 
sj)ring and moveinent of all tlie j)risoner’s actions. On this 
occasion he thus spi*aks of Munny Begum. 

“She too became tlic victim of 3 ’our ixdicy, and of tlie 
resentments which succeeded. Something too she owed of 
the source of her misfortunes to the belief of the ])crsonal 
gratitude wbicli she might entertain for the public attention 
^'liicli T bad sliown to her ; yet exposed as she was to a 
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treatment which a riiflian would have shuddered at com. 
mittinj?, and which no recollection of past enmities shall 
compel me to believe, even for a moment, proceeded from 
any commission of authority, she still maintained the deco- 
rum of her character ; nor even then, nor before, nor since 
that period, has the malice of calumny ever dared to breatlu? 
on her reputation.” 

Delicate! sentimental! — “Pardon, honourable sirs, this 
freedom of expostiihilion ; I must in honest truth repeat, that 
your commands laid the lirst foundation of her misfortunes ; 
to your equity she has now recourse through me for their 
alleviation, that she may pass the remainder of her life in a 
state whieli may at least efface the remembrance of the years 
of her atlliction ; and to your humanity she and an uuscm'u 
multitude of the most helpless of her sex ery for sul)sisl. 
eiice.” 

INFoving and pathetic! — I wish to recommend every word 
of this letter to your lordships’ consideration, as a inodid and 
pattern of perfection. Observe his pity Jbr a wojjiaji who 
had snflered such treatment from the servants of the Com- 
pany (a parcel ofriiflians) — treatment that a riiflian would ho 
ashamed of! Your lordships have seen, in the evideuci', 
wliat this rutfianism was. It was neither more nor less than 
what was necessary in order to get at the accoimis, wliieh 
she concealed, as liis own corrupt transactions. 8hc A\as 
told, indeed, that she must privately remove to anoilier house, 
whilst her pa]jers were (‘xamining. IMr. Hastings can never 
forget this. He cannot believe that anybody dare send siicli 
an order, and be calls upon you to ^*onsider the helplessness 
of their sex, and tlie alfronts oilbred to women. 

For Heaven’s sake, my lords, recollect the manner in whieli 
Mr. Hastings and his creatures treated the liegiims of Oiide, 
and consider that this woman was only tliri'atened (for the 
threat was never attempted to be executed) that she must, 
if she did not deliver up the accounts, probably be removed 
to another house, and leave the accounts behind her. This 
blot can never be cfl’aced ; and for this he desires the court 
of directors to make her a large allowance to comfort her in 
her old age. In this situation Mr. Hastings leaves her. Ho 
leaves in the situation 1 have described the justice of the 
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country Tlic only concern he has at parting is, tliat this 
woman may have a large allowance. 

But I have yet to tc ll your lordships, and it appears upon 
your printed minutes, that this woman had a way of comfort- 
ing luTself: — for old ladies of tlmt description, wlio have 
passed their youth in amusements, in dancing, and in gal- 
lantries, in their old age arc apt to take comfort in brandy, 
^fhis lady was a smuggler, and had influence enough to avoid 
])Mymcnt of the duty on spirits, in which article she is the 
largest dealer in the district ; as indeed she is in almost every 
species of trade. Thus your lordships sec that this senti- 
mental lady, w^hom JMr. J tastings recommends to the direct- 
ors, had ways of comforting herself. She carried on, notwith- 
slanding her dignity, a trade in spirits. Now a IVtahomedan 
of distinction never carric's on any trade at all ; it is an un- 
known thing; very few IVtahomedans of any rank carry on 
any trade at all ; hut- that a Mahoinodan should carry on a 
trade in spirits is a prodigy never heard of bedbre ; for a w’o- 
mau of quality, for a woman of senlinumt, to become a dealer 
i!i spirits, is, iny lords, a thing reserved for the sentimental 
ago of J\Ir. Jlastiiigs ; and I ^^ill ^enture to say, that no man 
or Avoinan could attein])t any such a trade in India Avithout 
l)eiug dishonoured, ruined in character, and disgraced by it. 
But she ap[)cars not ojdy to have been a dealer in it, but, 
llirougli tlie iiillueiice wliich ]VIr. Hastings gave her, to have 
m 'uopoli/ed tlic trade in brandy, and to liave evaded the 
Hi ties. This then is the stale in which we leave the two 
St .itiincntal lovers, the one consoling herself with brandy, 
ti.o other Avheedling and whining; and, as Swift describes 
the progn^ss of an ijitrigiie in some n^spects similar, which 
h(? erdls the preyresA* of love, Avliereas this is tlic progress of 
Bcntimeut, 

“ They keep at Slaiiics the Old lUiic Boar, 

Arc cat and dog, and rogne and whore.’* 

IFore they set up the sign of the Old Blue Boar. IMnnny 
B(‘gnm monopolizes tlie trade in spirits ; and hence she and 
Mr. Hastings cominenee their simtimental correspondence. 
And now having done with this progress of love, Ave return 
to the progress of justice. 

Wc have seen how Siidder ul Hoc Khan, the chief justice 
of Mr. Hastings’s own nomination, aaus treated. Now you 



850 


SPEKUir IN THE IMPEACHMENT OF 


sliJill see how justice was left to shift for herself under Ma 
homed llcza Khan. In page 1280 of ;'our lordships’ minules, 
you will see the progress of all tliese enormities, of ^runnv 
Jlegum’s dealing m spirits, of her engrossing the trrde, df 
her evading duties, and lastly, the extinction of all order in 
that country and the funeral of justice itself. Mr. Shore's 
evidence respecting this state of the country will admit of 
no doubt. 

Mr, Shore's remarics accompanyincf the Governor- GencraV a 
minutes of the \%th Maij, 17S5. — ‘‘ Fouzdarry jurisdiction. 
— Of the fouzdarry jurisdiction nothing has yet been said. 
In this department criminal justice is administered, and it is 
the only oflicc left to the Nabob. I do not see any particular 
reason for changing the system itself, and perliaps it would 
on many accounts bo improper ; but some regulations arc 
highly necessary. jMahomed Keza is at the head of tliis de- 
partment, and is the only person I know in the country quali- 
lied for it. If he were left to himself, I have not a doubt 
but he would conduct it well ; but he is so circumscribed by 
recommendations of particular persons, and by the protection 
held out to his oilicers by Europeans, that to my knowledge 
he has not been able to punish them, even when they ha\c 
been convicted of the greatiist enormities ; and he has often 
on this account beep blamed, where his hands were tied up.” 

My lords, you now sec in this minute of Sir Jolin Shore, 
now Governor-dcneral of Bengal, one of JMr. Hastings’s own 
committee for drawing up his defence, the review whicli lie. 
had just then taken of the ruins of tlio government, whieli 
had been loft to him by INlr. Hastings, i'^ou see here not the 
little, paltry lliiugs which might deserve in their causes the 
animadversion of a rougii satirist, like Doctor Swift, whom I 
luive just quoted ; but you see things ten thousand times 
more serious ; things that dt'sorve the tininderbolt of vindic- 
tive justice iipoji the liead of the prisoner at your bar. For 
you sec that after ho had ostensibly restored Mahomed Beza 
Ivhan, the man who could and would have executed his ol- 
lice with fidelity and cflect, the man who was fit for and 
disposed to do Ids duty, there was still neither law, ord(?r, 
fior justice in tlic country. A¥hy ? Because of tlic interpo- 
fiitiou of Eui’opcans, and men who must havehceii |)alroui/;‘*(l 
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and supported by Europcjiiis, All this happened belbro Mr. 
Hastings’s departure ; so that the whole effect of the new 
arrangement of government was known to him before he left 
Calcutta. The same pretended remedy was applied. But 
ill fact he left this woman in the full possession of lier power, 
llis last thoughts were for her; for the justice of the coun- 
try, for the peace and security of the people of Bengal, lio 
took no kind of care ; these great interests were left to tho 
mercy of tlie woman and her European associat(?s. 

My lords, I have taken some pains in giving you this his- 
tory. 1 have shown you his open acts and secret stratagems, 
ill direct rebellion to the court of directors ; liis double go- 
vernment, his false pretences of r(\storing the A'abob's inile- 
pondence, leading in effect to a most servile dependence, even 
to tlie prohibition of the a[)proach of any one, native or Jhi- 
ropcan, near him, but through the intervention of Sir John 
D’Oyh'V.— I therefore again repeat it, that Sir John B’Oyley, 
and the English gentlemen who were patronized and counte- 
nanced hy Mr. Hastings, had wrought all that havoc in the 
country before Mr. Hastings left it. 

1 have particularly dwelt upon the administration of jus- 
tice, because I consider it as the source of all good, and the 
inal-administration of it us the source of all evil in the coun- 
try. Your lordships have heard how it was totally destroyed 
by IM r. Hastings through Sir John H’Oyloy, who was scut 
1) ere by him for the purpose of forming a clandestine go- 
vrj'jimciit of corruption and peculation. Tliis part of our 
c iiu’go speaks for itself, and i shall dismiss it witli a single 
observation; that not the least trace of an account of aU 
t hesc vast sums of money, delivered into tho bauds of Sir J oliii 
D’Oyley for the use of the Nalmh, appears in any part of the 
Company’s records. The undeniable inferences to be drawn 
tVoin this fact arc, first, tliat wherever wc find concenlmcnt of 
money aud the ceasing of an account, there has been fraud : 
— and secondly, that if w'C find lliis conceal men t accom- 
panied wdth tho devastation of a country and the extinction 
of justice in it, that devastation of tlie couiiiry and that 
extinction of justice have been the result of that fraudulent 
peculation. 

I am sure your lordships will not think that a chrirgo of 
the annihilation of administrative justice, in whirl? the hap- 
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pincss and prosperity of a great body of nobility, of nuincr' 
ous, ancient, and respectable families, and of the inhabit* 
ants ill general of extensive and populous provinces, are 
concerned, can, if it stood single and alone, be a matter oi 
trifling moment. And in favour of whom do all these sacri- 
flees appear to have been made ? In favour of an old prosti- 
tute, who, if shown to your lordships here, like Helen to tlio 
counsellors of Troy, would not, I think, be admitted to have 
cliarms tliat could palliate this man’s abominable conduct ; 
you would not ciy out with them — 

“ oil vffiimg, 

Toiy 0 ^vyaiici rroXvv x^ovov dXyea naffXftv,** 

Por I will fairly say, that there arc some passions that have 
their excuses ; but the passion towards this woman was the 
])assion of avarice and rapacity only, — a passion indeed which 
lasted to the end of his government, and for which he defied 
file orders of the court of directors, rebelled against liis mas- 
ters, and Anally subverted the justice of a great country. 

My lords, I have done with this business. I come next 
to the tliird division of the natives, those who form the land- 
ed interest of the country. A few words only will be ne- 
cessary upon this part of the subject. The fact is, that Mr. 
Hastings, at one stroke, ])ut up the property of all the no- 
bility and gentrv, and of all the freeholders — in short, tlie 
Avholc landed interests of Bengal, to a public auction, and let 
it to the highest bidder. I will make no observations upon 
the nature of this measure to your lordships, who represent 
so large a part of the dignity, together Avith so large a part of 
the landed interest of this kingdom ; though I think tliat, 
even under your lordships* restrictive order, I am entitled so 
to do ; because Ave liave examined some AAutnesscs upon this 
point, in the rcATnuc charge. Suffice it to say, that it is in 
evidence before your lordships that this sale was ordered. 
Mr. Hastings does not deny it. He says, indeed, he did it, 
not with an ill intention. My answer is, that it could have 
been done with no other than a bad intention. The owners 
of the land had no Avay left to save tlicmseh'cs but to be- 
come farmers of their OAvn estates, and from the competition 
which naturally look place, and he himself declared, Ihn^ 
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tdo persons, whether owners or strangers, to wliom he let 
the lands, had agreed to rents whicli surpassed tlieir abilities 
to pa3\ I need not tell you what must have been the conse- 
tpicnce, when it got into such rapacious hands, and was taken 
out of the hands of its natural proprietors ; that the public 
revenue had sunk and lost by it ; and that the country was 
wasted and destroyed. I leave it to your lordships’ own 
meditation and reflection ; and I shall not press it one step 
j'urlher, than just to remind you of what has been so well 
opened and pressed by my fellow-managers. He, Mr. Hast* 
iiigs, confesses that he let the lands to his own banyans ; bo 
took his own domestic servants and put them in the houses 
of the nobility of the country; and this he did in direct 
violation of an express order made by himself, that no banyan 
of u collector (the spirit of which order imjdied ten thousand 
times more strongly the exclusion of any banyans of a Go- 
vt rn or- General) should have any one of those farms. Wc also 
tiiul that he made a regulation that no farmers should rent 
more than a lack of rupees ; but at the same time wc lind 
liis banyans holding several farms to more than that amount, 
111 sliort, we find that in evorv” instance where, under some 
plausible pi'cteuce or other, the fixed regulations are violated, 
it tniK'lios him so closely ns to make it absolutely impossible 
not lu suppose that he biiiiself had the advantage of it. 

For, ill tlie first place, you have ])roof that he does taho 
biil cs, and that he has corrupt dealings. This is what he 
:uln ilsj but he says that he has done it from public-spirited 
m()Mvey. IV ow there is a rule formed upon a just, solid pre- 
siiiiiptioh of law, that if you find a man guilty of one 
olVcnce contrary to known law, whenever there is a suspici- 
ous case against him of the same nature, the onus probandl 
that ho is not guilty is turned upon him. Therefore, when 
1 bud the regulations broken, when I find farms given of 
inore than a lack of rupees, when I find them given to the 
f Governor -Generars own banyan, contrary to the principle of 
tlie regulation — contrary, 1 say, in the strongest way to it ; 
^vhen 1 find that he accumulates farms beyond the regulated 
umnber; when I find all these things done, and besides that 
banyan has great balanc(*s of account against him, then, 
by the presumption of law, I am lioiind to believe that all 
fins was done not for the oervants, but for the master 
you viii. 2 4 
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It is possible Mr. Hastings might really be in .ovo with 
Mumiy Hegum ; be it so — many great men have played the 
fool for prostitutes, from Mark Antony’s days downwards ^ 
but no man ever fell in love wnth his own banyan. The per- 
sons for \vhom Mr. Hastings was guilty of all this rapiiiv^ and 
oppression have neither relations nor kindred whom they 
own; nor does any trace of friendship exist among them*; 
they do not live in habits of intimacy with any one ; they 
are good fellows and bottle companions. 

I must now proceed to observe upon another matter whicli 
has been stated to your lordships — namely, that as soon as h) 
obtained the majority in the council (that beginning of all 
evils, that opening of Tandora’s box) by the death of Gene- 
ral Clavering and Colonel Monson, the lirst thing ho did was 
to appoint a coniuiission, called an aumeen^, to go through 
the whole country, to enter every man’s house, to examine 
his title deeds, and to demand his papers of accounts of every 
kind, for tlie purpose of enabling himself to take advantage 
of the hopes and fears of all the parties concerned, and thus 
to ravage and destroy all their property. 

And whom does he place at the head of this commission 
to be the manager of the whole affair ? Gunga Govin Sing, 
another banyan of his, and one of his own domestic servants. 
This w'C have discovered lately, and not without some sur- 
prise ; for though I knew he kept a rogue in his house, yet 
I did not think that it was a common receptacle of thievcej 
and robbers. — I did not know till lately, that this Gunga 
Govin Sing was his domestic servant ; but Mr. Hastings, in 
a letter to the court of directors, calls him his laithfiil do- 
mestic servant, and as such calls upon the Comj)any to rcwanl 
him. To this banyan all the Company’s servants arc made 
subject; they are bound to obey all his orders, and those of 
his committee. I hope I need not tell your lordships what 
sort of stuff this committco was made of, by which Gunga 
Govin JSing w^as enabled to ravage the wdiole country. Ihil, 
say his counsel, Mr. Hastings thought that the value of the 
lands was thoroughly known; they had been investigated 
three times over, and they w^ere all let by public auction to 
the highest bidder. This may or may not be a true test of 
their value : but it is a test which, as it led to the almost 
entire confiscation of the landed interest of Bengal, Bahar, 



WABBEN HASTlNdS, EOQ. 


355 

and Orissa, three great kingdoms, by a dash of that inau’s 
pen, into the hands of his banyans and creatures, 1 can never 
think of it, or of its author, without Iiorror. 

Some people say you ought to hate the crime and lovo 
ilio criminal. No ; that is the language of false morality ; you 
ought to hate tho crime and the criminal, if the crime is of 
magnitude. If the crime is a small one, tlien you ought to 
be angry with the crime and reluctant to punish the criminal ; 
hut when there arc great crimes, then you may Iiate them 
l()g(.*thor. What! am I to love Nito? To fall in lovo 
with Ileliogabalus ? Is Domitiau to be the subject of my 
alVoctioLi ? No ; wc hate the (trime, and we hate tlie criminal 
leu times more ; and if I use iiidignaut hinguago, if I use 
Ihc language of scorn and horror with respect to the criminal, 

1 jise the language that becomes me. 

Jhit, says one of the counsel, the Company might possess 
a knowledge of the couiitiy iu general, but they could not 
know every beegah of it (about the third part of an acre of 
land) without such a commission. Tliat is to say, you 
could not squeeze everything out of the people without 
ordering such a villain as Guiiga Goviii Sing (I call things 
by ti.eir names), that most atrocious aud wicked instru- 
ment of the most atrocious aud wicked tyranny, to examine 
every man’s papers — to oblige every man lo produce bis 
titles and accounts upon pain of criminal punishment, to be 
indicted at the discretion of this commissioner, this Gimga 
G jvin Sing. For an account of these acts, and for a dc- 
soriptiou of ail aumeeny, I refer your lordships to the evi- 
dince in your minutes, from page 1287 to 1301, and 1 pass 
nil, expressing only my horror and detestation at it, and 
wisliing to kindle in your lordships’ minds tlie same horror 
and detestation of it. 

Thus you see that Mr. Hastings was not satisllcd with 
confiscation only. Ho comes just afterwards with a blister 
upon the sore. He lets loose another set of ravagors and in- 
(luisitors upon them, under Gunga Goviu Sing, and these poor 
people are ravaged by the whole tribe of Calcutta banyans. 

• Mr. Hastings has himself defined an auniecn in page 1022, 
where he states that Nuhdcomar desired him to make his son 
an aumeen. “The promise which ho (Nundcomar) says I 
made him, that be should bo constituted aumeen, that 

2 A 2 
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inquisitor-general over the whole country, and that I \s ould 
delegate to him my wliole power and influence, is something 
more than a negative falsehood.” He justly and naturally 
reprobates the proposition of appointing an inquisitor-general 
over the whole country ; and yet we see him afterwards aji- 
pointing Gunga Govin Sing such an inquisitor-general over 
the whole country, in order that a beegah of land should not 
escape him. 

Let us sec how all this ended, and what it is that leads mo 
iiirectiy io the presumption of corruption against him in this 
wicked aumeeny scheme. Now 1 will admit the whole 
scheme to have been well intended ; I will Ibrgivc the let- 
ting all the lands of Bengal by public auction; 1 will forgive 
all he has done with regard to his banyans ; I shall forgive 
him even this commission itself, if he will show your lord- 
ships that there was the smallest use made of it with regard 
to the soitlemont of the revenues of the Company. If there 
was not, then there is obviously one use only that could be 
made of it, namely, to put all the people of the whole coun- 
try under obedience to Gunga Govin Sing. AVhat then was 
done ? Titles and accounts were exacted ; the estimate was 
made, acre by acre ; but wc have not been able to And one 
word on their records of any return that was made to the 
Company of this investigation, or of any scttlciiiciit or assess- 
ment of the country founded upon it, or of any regulation 
that was established upon it. Therefore, as an honest man, 
tind as a man who is standing here for the Commons of Great 
Britain, 1 must not give way to any idle doubts and ridiculous 
suppositions. 1 cannot, I say, entertain any doubts, that the 
only purpose it was designed to answer was to subject the 
whole landed interest of the country to the cruel inquisition of 
Gunga Govin Sing, and to the cruel purijoscs of Mr. Hast- 
ings. Show me another purpose, and I will give up the ar- 
gument ; for if there are two ways of accounting for the same 
act, it is possible it may be attributed to the better motive ; 
but when we sec that a bad thing was done under protcnco 
of some good, we must attach a bad motive to it if the pre- 
tence be never fulfilled. 

1 have now done with the landed interest of Bengal. I 
have omitted much which might have been pressed upon 
your lordships, not from any indisposition to remark upon 
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llie matter more fully, but because it bas been done already 
by abler persons. I only wished to make some practical in- 
ferences, which, perhaps, in the hurry of my brother managers 
might possibly have escaped them ; I wished to show you 
that one system of known or justly presumed corruption 
pervades the whole of this business, from one end to the 
other. Having thus disposed of tlie native landed interest, 
and the native zemindars or landholders of the country, I 
pa^is to the English government. 

My lords, when \vc have shown plainly the niter extinc- 
tion of the native Mahoniedan government; when we have 
shown the extinction of the native landed interest ; what 
hoj)e can ilicre be for that alllicted country but in the servants 
of the Company? Wlien wc have shown the corrupt state 
ot that service, what hope but for the court of directors ? 
AVhat hope but in the superintending control of British tribu- 
ijiils ? I iliink as well of the body of my countrymen as 
any man can do. I do not think that any man sent out to 
India is sent with an ill purpose, or goes out witlibad dispo- 
sitions, No, I think the young men who go there arc fair 
and faithful representatives of the people of the same age ; 
nncojM'iipted, but corruptible from their age, as we all are. 
They an; sent there young. There is but one thing held out 
to theni — You are going to make your fortune. The Com- 
pany’s service is to be the restoration of decayed noble 
fa n dies ; it is to be the renovation of old and ilio making of 
m \v ones. Now when such a set of young men arc sent 
01 1 Avith these hopes and views, and with little education or 
a very imperfect one ; when these j)eo[)le, from whatever 
rank of lifo selected,— many from the best, most from the 
middling, very foAV from the lowest, — but bigli, middling, 
or low, th(*y are sent out to make two things coincide, wliicli 
tlie wit of man was never able to unite — to make tlieir for- 
tune and form their education, at oneo. AVhat is the educa- 
tion of the generality of the world ? Keading a parcel of 
books ? No. llestraint of discipline, emulation, examples 
of virtues and of justice, form the education of tlic world. 
If the Company’s servants have not that education, and aro 
left to give loose to their natural passions, some would bo 
corrupt of course, and some would bo uncorrupt ; but pro- 
bably tlie majority of them would be inclined to pursue rao- 
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derate coursea between these two. Now I am to show j^oti 
that Mr. Hastings left these servants but this alternative — bo 
starved ; be depressed ; be ruined ; disappoint the hopes of 
your families : or be my slaves ; be ready to bo subservient 
to me in every iniquity I shall order you to commit, and to 
conceal everything I shall wish you to conceal. This was 
the state of the service ; therefore the Commons did well and 
wisely when they sent us here not to attack this or that 
servant who may have peculated, but to punish tho man 
who was sent to reform abuses, and to make Bengal furnisli 
to the world a brilliant example of British justice. I shall 
now proceed to state briefly the abuses of tlie Company’s 
government ; to show you what Mr. Hastings was expected 
to do for their reformation, and what he actually did do ; 1 
shall then show your lordships the effects of the whole. 

I shall begin by reading to your lordships an extract from 
the directors’ letter to Bengal, of the 7th April, 1773: - 
“ We wish we could refute the observation, that almost every 
attempt made by us and our administrations at your presi- 
dency for the reforming of abuses has rather increased 1 hem, 
and added to the miseries of the country wo are anxious to 
protect and cherish. Tho truth of this observation appears 
fully in the late appointment of supervisors and chiefs— in- 
stituted as they were to give relief to the industrious tenants, 
to improve and enlarge our investments, to destroy monopolies, 
and retrench expenses, the end has by no means been an- 
swerable to the institution. Arc not the tenants more than 
ever oppressed and wretched ? Arc oui* investments im- 
proved ? Have not the raw silk and cocoons been raised 14)- 
on us fifty per ceut. in price ? iV^e can hardly say what has 
not been made a monopoly ; and as to the expenses of yoar 
presidency, they are at length settled to a degree we are nn 
longer able to support. These facts (for such they an) 
should have been stated to us as capital reasons why ncitlu i’ 
our orders of 1771, nor indeed any regulations whatevm*, 
could be carried into execution. But, perhaps, as this wouKl 
have proved too much, it was not suggested to us ; for no- 
thing could more plainly indicate a state of anarchy, and that 
there was no government existing in our servants at Bengal. 

“ And therefore when oppression pervades the whole coun- 
try, when youths have been siifferea witli impunity to 
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eiao sovert-ign jurisdiction over the natives, and to acquire 
rapid fortunes by monopolizing of commerce, it cannot be a 
w onder to us or yourselves that dadney merchants do not 
come forw-ard to contract with the Company, that the manu- 
factures find their way through foreign channels, or tliat oiir 
investments are at once enormously dear and of a debased 
quality. 

‘‘ It is evident then that the evils which have been so de- 
structive to us lie too deep for any partial plans to reach or 
correct ; it is therefore our resolution to aim at the root of 
those evils, and we are happy in having reason to believe 
that in every just and necessary regulation w’e shall meet 
with the approbation and support of the legislature, w’ho 
consider the public as materially interested in the Company’s 
prosperity. 

‘‘ In order to eftectuate this great.«nd, the first step must 
he to restore perfect obedience and due subordination to your 
administration. Our Governor and council must reassume 
:ind exercise their delegated powers upon every just occasion ; 
punish delinquents, cherish the meritorious, discountenance 
Ihaf luxury and dissipation which to the reproach of govern- 
ment prevailed in Bengal. Our president, Mr. Hastings, w^j 
trust will set the example of temperance, economy, and ap- 
j)lication ; and upon tliis wc are sensible much wdll depend. 
And iiere w’e take occasion to indulge the pleasure w'c luivc 
i 1 acknow lodging Mr. Hastings’s services npon the coast of 
Choromandel, in constructing with equal labour and ability 
1 Ik‘ [dan wdiicli has so much improved our investments there ; 
and as wc are persuaded ho will persevere in the same laud- 
able pursuit tlirough every branch of our atlairs in Bengal, 
he ill return may depend on the steady support and favour 
of his employers, 

“ Your settlemeut heiug thus put into a train of reform 
(without which indeed all regulations wdll prove iucflectual), 
you are next to revert to the old system, when the business 
of your presidency w’as priiicijially performed by our own 
servants, who then bad knowledge of our investments, and 
every other department of our concerns ; you will therefore 
fill the several offices with the factors and writers upon your 
establishment; for with our present appointments we are 
assured there will be sufficient for this purpose ; and thu*^ 



m 


SPEECH IN TiiE IMjpEAClli/.KNl 6t 


you will banish idleness, and its attendants, extravagance and 
dissipation. And here we enjoin you to transmit to us a 
faithful and minute state of the pay and every known emolii- 
ment of all below council ; for as it is notorious that even 
youths in our service expend in equipage, servants, dress, and 
living, infinitely more than our stated allowances can afford, 
we cannot but be anxious to discover the means by which 
they are enabled to proceed in this manner. And indeed so 
obnoxious is this conduct to us, and so injurious in its con- 
sequences, that we expect and require you to show yonv 
displeasure to all such as shall transgress in this rcs])e(*t, 
contrasting it at the same time with instances of kinclneisa 
tow^ards the sober, frugal, and indusirious.’* 

My lords, you see the state in Avhicli the directors con- 
ceived the country to be — that it was in this state is not 
denied by Mr. Hastings, who was sent out for the purpose ot* 
reforming it. The directors had swept away almost the 
whole body of their Bengal servants for supposed corruption ; 
and they appointed a set of new ones, to n'generate, as it 
w'ere, tlie government of that country. ^^Fr. Hastings says, — 
I was brought to India like other j)eo|)le. This, indeed, is 
true ; and 1 hope it will prove an example and instruction to 
all mankind, never to employ a man who has been bred in 
base and corrupt practices, from any hope that his local 
knowledge may make liiin the fittest j)ersoii to correct such 
practices. INlr. Hastings goes on to say, that you could not 
expect more from him than could be done by a man bred u|), 
as ho was, in the common habits of the country. This is 
also true. ]\ty lords, you might as well expect a man to ht^ 
fit for a perfumer’s sliop, who lias lain a month in a pi.i;’^ 
sty, as to expect that a man, avIio has been a contractor with 
the Company for a length of time, is a fit person for reform- 
ing abuses. Mr. Hastings has stated in general his history, 
liis merits, and his services ; wo liavo looked over with cari^ 
the records relative to his proceedings, and we find that in 
1760 and 1761 lie w as in possession of a contract for Iml- 
locks and a contract for provisions. It is no way wrong for 
any man to take a contract, provided he does not do what 
Mr. Hastings has condemned in his regulations, become a 
conti*actor with his masters. 
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But though I do not bear upon Mr. Hastings for having 
spent his time in being a bullock contractor, yet I say that 
he ought to have laid aside all the habits of a bullock con- 
tractor when he was made a great minister for the reforma- 
tion of a great service full of abuses. I will show your lord- 
ships that ho never did so ; that, on the contrary, being bred 
in those bad habits, and having had the education that I 
speak of, he persevered in the habits which had been formed 
in him, to the very last. I understand it has been imputed 
as a sort of a crime in me,1hat 1 stated something of the ob- 
scurity of Mr. Hastings’s birth. The imputation has no found- 
ation. Can it be believed that any man could be so absurd 
as to attack a man’s birth, when he is accusing his actions ? 
No ; I liavo always spoken of tlic low, sordid, and mercenary 
h ibits in which he was bred ; I said notliiug of his birth. 

lint, my lords, 1 was a good deal surprised ^^ hen a friend 
of his and mine, yesterday morning, put into my hands, who 
liad been attacking Mr. Hastings’s life and conduct, a pedi- 
gree. I was appealing to the records of tlic Company ; they 
jmswer by sending me to tlic Herald’s Ollieo. Many of your 
lonJsliips’ pedigrees arc obscure, in comparison with that of 
Hastings, and 1 only wonder how he came to derogate 
from such a line of nobles, by becoming a contractor for bul- 

l(»C*lvS. 

A man may be an honest bullock cent rad or; Clod forbid 
tiuit many of them in this country should not be very honest ; 
lul 1 lind liis terms were nearly four times as high as those 
V Inch the House of Comiiioiis had condemned as exorbitant; 
tiiey were not only unusually high, but the bullocks were 
badly 8U|)plied, and the contract liad not been fairly adver- 
tised. It was ihereforo agi-eed to declare the same void at 
the expiration of twelve months, on the 1st December, 1703. 

1 say- again, that I do not condemn him fen* being a bullock 
contractor, but I am suspicious of bis honesty, because ho 
has been nursed in bad and vicious habits. Tliat of eon- 
traeting with his masters is a bad habit, as he himself has 
stated in a record which is printed by the House of Com- 
mous. I condemn him for being a fraudulent bullock con- 
tractor ; for be was turned out of that contract for fraudulent 

E ractices ; it was declared void, and given to another at a 
)wer price. After it was so disposed of, Mr. Hastings him 
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self, condemn iiig his own original contract, wliicn was at 
twelve rupees for a certain species of bullocks, took the com 
tract again at seven ; and on these terms it continued. AVliat 
I therefore contend for is this, that he carried with him tlu^ 
s])irit of a fraudulent bullock contractor through the wholi? 
of the Company’s service, in its greatest and most imnortaiu 
parts. 

My lords, the wading through all these corruptions is :m 
unpleasant employment for me ; but what am 1 to think of a 
man who holds up his head so high., that, when a matter of 
account is in discussion, siich as appears in this very defeiictj 
that I h.av(i in my hand, he declares lie docs not know any- 
thing about it ? Jle cannot keep accounts — th.at is bcneatli 
him. AV^e trace Jiim throughout the whole of his career, 
engaged in a great variety of mercantile employments ; ami 
yet, when he comes before you, you would imagine that lie 
had been bred in tluj study of the sublimest sciences, and 
had no concern in anything else; that ho had been engagi‘il 
in writing a poem, an Iliad, or some \vork that might revivt> 
fallen literature. There is hut one exception to liis ablior- 
ronce of accounts. lie always contrives to make uj) a good 
account for himself. 

^ly lords, wc have read to you a letter in whicli the court 
of directors have described the disorders of their service*— 
the utter ruin of it — tlie corruption that prevailed in it — and 
tlio destruction of the country by it. — AVhen wc are said lo 
exaggerate, we use no stronger words than they do. W e 
cannot mince the matter ; your lordships should not mlno* 
it ; no little, paltry delicacies should hinder you, when tliere 
is a country expiring under all t’ ?sc things, from calling Hie 
authors to a strict account. The court of directors sent him 
that statement ; they recommended to him a radical refonna- 
tion. AA'hat docs he do? AV^c will read his letter of 177d, 
in which you wdll find seeds sown for the propagation of all 
those future abuses, which terminated in the utter and irreiiu - 
diable destruction of the whole service. After he has praiM'd 
the directors for the trust that they had placed in him, after 
expressing his highest gratitude, and so on ; he says, “ AVhde 
I indulge the pleasure w hich I receive from the past succosse.s 
of my endeavours, I own I cannot refrain from looking back 
with a mi'tnrc of anxiety on the omissions, by wbicli I s'lw 
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Bcndiblc I muy since liavc hazarded the diminution of your 
esteem. All my letters addressed to your honourable court, 
and to the secret committee, repeat the strongest promises of 
prosecuting the inquiries into the conduct of your servants, 
which you havcbcen pleased to com mi t particularly to my charge. 
You will readily perceive that 1 must have been sincere in 
those declarations, since it w-ould have argued great indiscre- 
tion to have made them, had I foreseen my inability to per- 
form them. I find myself now under the disagreeable nec(‘s- 
sity of avowing that inability ; at the same time 1 will boldly 
take upon me to allirm, that, on whomsoever you might have 
delegated that charge, and by whatever powers it might have 
been accompanied, it would have been suflicient to occupy 
the entire attention of those who w^’cro intrusted with it ; and 
oven with all the aids of leisure and authority, would have 
proved ineffectual. 1 dare appeal tc the public records, to the 
testimony of those who have opportunities of knowing mo, 
and even to the detail which the public voice can report ot 
Ihe past acts of this government, that my time has been 
neither idly nor uselessly emjdoyed ; yet such are the cares 
and omharrassinents of tliis various state, that although much 
may he done, much more even in matters of moment must 
iiet essarily remain neglected. To select from the miscellane- 
ous heap, which each day’s exigencies present to our choice, 
Hiose points on which the general w elfare of your affairs most 
‘ssenlially depends, to provide expedients for future ad van- 
ages, and guard against prohahlc evils, are all that your ad- 
rninistraiioii can faithfully promise to perform for your ser- 
vice, with their united labours most diligently exerted. They 
cannot look back without sacrificing the objects of their im- 
mediate duty, which are those of your interest, to endless re- 
searches, which can produce no real good, and may expose 
your affairs to all the ruinous consequences of personal ma- 
levolence, both here and at home.” 

My lords, you see here that aller admitting that he has 
promised to the court of directors to do what they ordered 
him to do (and he had promised to make a radical reform in 
their whole service, and to cure those abuses which they have 
stated), he declares that ho will not execute them ; he pleads 
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mental grievance lie ^vas appointed to eradicate, lie decla ^?^1 
nc will not even attempt it. Why did you promise ? it natur- 
ally occurs to ask him that question. “ Why,’* says lie, “ you 
will readily perceive that T must have been sincere ia 
declarations, since it would have argued great indiscretion U\ 
have made them, had I known my inability to perform them.” 
This is a kind of argument that belongs to ]\Ir. Hastings ex- 
clusively. jVlost other pc'oplc would say, You may judge of 
the sincerity of my promises by my zeal in the performance; 
but he says, you may judge of the sincerity of my promises, 
because 1 would not promise if 3 had not thought 1 should 
be able to perform. Jt runs in this ridieulous eirelo. I pro- 
mised to obey the court of directors; therefore I knew tlcit 
1 could obey tliem ; but I could not (dx'y them, therefore J 
was absolved from my promise, and did not attempt to obey 
them. In fact there is not so mneh as one grievance or abust^ 
in the country that ho reformed — and this was sy sternal icjil 
ill IMr. Hastings’s eonduet ; that he was resolved to connivv> 
at the whole of the iniquiti(‘s of tlio servi(*e, lx cause h(‘ was 
resolved that every one of those existing ini(|uitios should ho 
practised by himself. lint, says he, the reformation required 
can produce no real good, and may expose your all’airs to all 
the ruinous consexp unices of personal malevolence both licre 
and at home. This he gives you as a reason wliy he w ill md 
])roseciite the inquiry into abuses abroad — becannso lie is afraid 
that you should punish him at home for doing his duty abroad 
— tliat it will expose him to malevolence at home; and there- 
fore to avoid being subject to malevolence at liome, lie would 
not do his duty abroad. 

He follows this with something that is perfectly extraordi- 
nary ; he desires, instead of doing his duty (w hieh he de- 
clares it is impossible to do), that he may be invested with 
an arbitrary power. 1 nder your lordships to pages 2S27, 
2828, and 2829 of the printed minutes, where you will find 
the system of his government to be formed upon a rcsoluli^'u 
not to use any one legal means of punisliing corruption, ur 
for the prevention of eorrnption ; all that he desires is to 
liavc an absolute arbitrary power over the servants of the 
Company. There you will see, that arbitrary power for cor- 
rupt purposes over the servants of the Company is the found- 
ation of every part of liis whole conduct. Kemark what lie 
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ga} s here ; and then jiul^'o whether these inferences are to bo 
eluded by any chicane. 

In the charge of oppression, altliough supported by tlie 
erics of the })Cople and the most authentic rt^presentations, it 
is yet impossible, in most cases, to obtain legal proofs of it ; 
and unless the discretionary power which I have reconi- 
nKMukd bo somewhere lodged, the assurance of im|)unity 
from any formal inquiry will bailie every order of the board ; 
as,' on the other hand, the fear of the cons(*quences will re- 
strain every man within the bounds of his duty, if he knows 
liimself liable to suller by the elVecls of a single control.’* 

^I v lords, you see two things most material for you to con- 
si'h'i’ in the judgment of this great cause, which is the cause 
(if nations. The first thing for you to consider is the declar- 
ation of the eiil[)rit at your bar, that a person may be pur- 
sued by the erics of a whole people ; that documents the 
most authcjitic and satisfactory, but deficient in technical 
form, may be produced against him ; in slmrt, that he may 
he guilty of the most enormous crimes, and yet that legal 
proofs may be wanting. This shows you how seriously you 
(uiglit to consider, before you reject any proof uj)on the idea 
ll’at It is not technical legal proof. To tin’s assertion of JNIr. 
-Hastings 1 oppose, however, the opinion of a gentleman who 
stus near iiis side, Mr. JSiimner, which is much more probable. 

iMj-. Hastings says that the poAver of the council is not 
t fleet iial against the inferior servants, that is, too weak to 
coerce them. AVith inuch more truth Mr. Sumner has said 
in his minute, you might easily coerce the inferior servants ; 
but tliat the dread of falling upon persons in high stations 
discourages and puts an end to complaint. — I quote the re- 
corded authority of the gentleman near him, as being of great 
weight ill the affairs of the Company, to prove, what is infi- 
nitely more probable, the falsehood of Mr. Hastings’s as- 
sertion, that an inferior servant cannot be coerced ; and that 
they must riot with impunity in the spoils of the ^leople. 

But we Avill go to a miicli more serious part ot the busi- 
iiess ; after desiring arbitrary power in this letter, he desires 
a pernetuation of it. And here he has given you a description 
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of a bad governor, to wliieli I must cull ycur attention, ag 
your lordships will find it, in every part of his proceeding, to 
be exactly applicable to himself and to his own government. 

“ The first command of a state so extensive as chat of 
Bengal is not without opportunities of private emoluments ; 
and althoiigli the allowance which your bounty has liberally 
provided for your servants may be reasonably expected to fix 
the bounds of their desires, yet you will find it extremely 
difficult to restrain men from profiting by other means, who 
look upon their appointment as the measure of a day, aiul 
wlio, from the uncertainty of their condition, see no room for 
any acquisition but of \vealth, since reputation and the oou- 
sequences which follow the successful conduct of great alfiiirs 
are only to be attained in a course of years. IJndcr such 
circumstances, however rigid your orders may be, or however 
supported, I am afraid that, in most instances, they will pro- 
duce no other fruits than either avow’cd disobedience, or the 
worst extreme of falsehood and hypocrisy. These are not 
the principles which sliould rule the conduct of men whom 
you have constituted the guardians of your property, and 
checks on the morals and fidelity of others. The care of self- 
preservation will naturally suggest the necessity of seizing 
the opportunity of present power, when the duration of it is 
considered as limited to tho usual term of three years, and 
of applying it to the provision of a future independency; 
therefore every renewal of this term is liable to prove a re- 
iterated oppression. It is perhaps owing to tho causes which 
I have described, and a proof of their existence, that this ap- 
pointment has been for some years past so eagerly solicited, 
and so easily resigned. There a.e yet other inconveniences 
attendant on tliis habit, and perhaps an Investigation of I horn 
all would lead to endless discoveries. Every man whom your 
choice has honoured w-ith so distinguished a trust seeks to 
merit approbation, and acquire an eclat by innovations, for 
which the wild scene before him affords ample and justiliabio 
occasion.** 

You see, my lords, he has stated that, if a Govi'rnor is ap- 
pointed to hold hia office only for a short time, tho conse- 
quence would be, either an avowed disobedience, )r, what ia 
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worse, extreme falsehood and hypocrisy. Your lordsliips know 
that this man has held his office for a loii" time, and yet his 
disobedience has been avowed, and his hypocrisy and his 
jiilsehood have been discovered, and liavc been proved to 
your lordsliips in the course of this trial. You sec this man 
lias declared what arc the principles which should rule the 
conduct of men whom you have conslituted the guardians of 
your property, and checks upon the morals and fidelity of 
others. Mr. Hastings tells you himself directly what his 
duly was ; ho tolls you himself, and ho pronounces his own 
coTulemnatiou, what was expected from him, namely, tliat 
he should give a groat example himself, and be a check and 
<ruardian of the fidelity of all that arc under him. lie de- 
clares at the end of this letter, that a very short continuance 
ii their service would enable him to make a fortune up to 
tiie height of his desire. He has since thouglit proper to 
declare to you that he is a beggar and undone, notwithstand- 
ing all his irregular resources, in that very service. 1 have 
read this letter to your lordships, that you may contrast it 
T\ilh flic conduct of the prisoner, as stated by us and proved 
by the evidence we have adduced. We have stated and 
proved, that Mr. Hastings did enter upon a systematic con- 
nivance at the peculation of the Company’s servants — that 
I'o u fused to institute any check whatever for the pur])oseof 
] rcveutiiig corruption ; and that he carried into execution no 

< Mc measure of government, agreeably to the positive and 
folenin engagements into which he had entered with the 

< ircct ors. AVe therefore charge him not only with his own 
<‘oiTuplions, but with a sympathetic, premeditated corruption, 
of the whole service, from the time when he was appointed, in 
the beginning of the year 1772, down to the year 1785, 
when he left it. He never attempted to delect any one 
single abuse whatever; ho never endeavonred once to put a 
Btop to any corruption, in any man black or white, in any 
way whatever. And thus he lias acted in a government of 
which ho himself declares the nature to be such, that it is 
almost impossible so to detect misconduct as to give legal 
evidence of it, though a man should be declared by the cries 
of the whole people to be guilty. 

My lords, ho desires an arbitrary power over the Company’s 
fiorvants to be give:: to him. God forbid arbitrary power 
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sliould be j^iveii into tl:e hands of any man ! At the same 
time, Ood forbid, if by power be meant the ability to dis- 
eo\xT, to reach, to clicck, and to punish subordinate corrupt 
tion, that he should not be enabled so to do, and to get at, to 
prosecute, and punish delinquency by law. Jlut honest v 
only, and not arbitrary ])ower, is necessary for tliat purpose. 
We well know, indeed, that a government requiring arbitrary 
power has been the situation in which this man has attempted 
to place us. 

We know also, my lords, that there are cases, in which 
the act of the delinquent may be of consequence, while tho 
(»xample of the criminal, from the obscurity of his situation, 
is of little importance : in other eases, the act of the delin- 
quent may be of no great importance, but the consequence's 
of tho example dreadful. VVe know that crimes of great 
maguitude, that acts of great tyranny, can but seldom be ex- 
ercised, and only by a few ]Hn*sons. They arc privileged 
crimes. They are the dreadful prerogatives of greatness and 
of tho highest situations only. But \vhen a Governor-General 
descends into the muck and filth of peculation and corrup- 
tion, when he receives bribes and extorts money, he do(‘s 
.acts that are imitable by everybody. There is not a singdo 
man, black or white, from tho highest to tho lowest, that is 
possessed in the smallest degree of momentary authority, that 
cannot imitate the acts of siurh a Governor- General. Considta*, 
then, what the conso(jU('nc(*s will be, wlien it is laid down as 
a principle of the service, that no man is to be called to ac- 
count according to the existing laws ; and that you must 
either give, as he says, arbitrary power, or suffer your go- 
vernment to be destroyed. 

We asked Mr. Anderson xvlictlier the covenant of every 
fanner of the revenue did not forbid him from giving any 
l)resciits to any persons, or taking any. He answered, ho 
did not exactly remember (for the memory of this gentleman 
is very indifferent, though the matter was in his own particu- 
lar province), but he thought it did ; apd he referred iis to 
the record of it. I cannot get at tho record ; and therefore 
you must take it as it stands from Mr. Anderson, without a 
reference to tho record, — that the farmers were forbidden to 
take or give any money to any pci*son whatever, beyond their 
engagements. Now, if a Governor- General comes to that 
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farmer, rtuJ says, You must give a certain sum beyond your 
engagcineiiis — lie lets him loose to ])rey upon tlic landholders 
and cultivators, and thus a way is prepared for tluj final 
d('solation of the whole country, by tlie malversation of the 
(loveriior, and by the consecpieiit op[)ressive couduct of the 
fanners. 

]\Ir. Hastings being now put over the whole country to 
regulate it, let us see what lie has done ; he says, Jiet me 
have an arbitrary power, and I will regulate it. lie assumed 
arbitrary power, and turned in and out I'vt'ry servant at his 
ploasun*. Jlui did lu* by that arbitrary power eorrt'ct any 
one eorrujitiou ? Indeed how et)uld he? He doi*s not say 
lie did ; for when a man giv(‘s ill examples in himstdf, wIumi 
lie eaiinot set on foot an iinpiiry that does not tiuauluate in 
Ids oi\n corruption, of <‘ours(‘ he eaiinot institute any iiupiiry 
into the corrupt ion of tlu‘ otluu* servants. 

Hut again, iny lords, the subonlinate servant will .‘''av, 1 
cannot rise (projierly here, as i\Ir. Hastings has well ob- 
served) to the luMght of gn^atiiess, poW(‘r, (list iiiet ion, rank, 
or honour in the governnumt ; hut I can make my Ibrtnm' 
aeeoidiiig to my d(‘gre(‘, my nunisure, and inv jilaet*. 11 is 
liews will l)(i then direetcal so to make it. And whim he 
st'csthat the Oovenuw-deiuu’al is actuated by no other views ; 
when he himsedf, as a fanner, is conlidently assnri'd of the 
c(»rruptions of his sup(*rior, w hen he knows it to be laid down 
a> a principle by the? (loveriior-dcmeral tliat no eorrnptiou is 
U be iiujuired into; and tliatif it be not (*xj)ressly laid down, 
\ A -t that his condnet is smdi as to inak(* it the same as if ho 
had actually so laid it down; tluni, 1 say, every pari of the 
t<<'rvico is instantly and totally corrupted. 

1 shall next refer your lordships to the article of eontraots ; 
live contracts have been laid before yon, the extravagant and 
corrupt profits of which have binm proved to amount to 
i^uOOjtXK). Wc have slunvii you, by the strongt‘st presump- 
tive evidence, that these contracts were given for the pur- 
pose of corrupting tlie -Company’s servants in India, and of 
'C.orruptiug the Company itself in England. You will recol- 
lect that £40,000 was given in one morning for a contract 
(which the contractor was never to execute), I speak of IMr. 
llullivan’s contract. You will also n'collect, that he was the 
of the principal j)erson in the ijidiaii direction : anCi who 

VOL. vir u 
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in or out of oHicc, was kuown to govern it ; aiul to be sup. 
ported by the whole Indian interest of Mr. Hastings. 

You have seen the corruption of Sir Eyre Coote, in giving 
to Mr. Croftes the bullock contract. You have seen the 
bullock contracts, stated to Mr. Hastings’s face, and not de. 
nied to have been made for concealing a number of corrupt 
interests. You have seen Mr. Auriol’s contract given to t ho 
secretary of the Company by Mr. Hastings, in order that he 
might have the whole records and registers of the Company 
under his control. You have seen that tlie contract and 
commission for the purchase of stores and provisions, an 
enormous job, was giving to Mr. Belli, an obscure man, for 
whom Mr. Hastings otters himself as security, under cir- 
cumstances that w’ent to prove that Mr. Belli held this coin- 
mission for !Mr. Hastings. These, my lords, arc things Hint 
cannot be slurred over ; the Governor- General is corrupt, he 
corrupts all about him ; he does it upon system ; he will 
make no inquiry. 

My lords, 1 have stated the amount of the sums whicli he 
has squandered away in these contracts; but you will ob- 
serve that we have brought forward but five of them. 
Good God ! When you consider the magnitude and multi- 
plicity of the Company’s dealings, judge you what must be 
the enormous mass of that corruption, of which he has been 
the cause, and in the profits of which lie has partaken. 
When your lordships shall have considered (this docuiucul) 
his defence, wliich I have read in part to you, see whetlu r 
you are not bound, wdicn he imputes to us and throws upon 
us the cause of all his corruption, to throw back the charge 
by your decision, and hurl it wmIi indignation upon liimself. 

But there is another shameless and most iniquitous oir- 
cumstanco, which I have forgotten to mention, respecting 
these contracts. He not only considered them as means of 
present pow’er, and therefore protected his favourites, without 
the least inquiry into their conduct, and with flagrant suspi- 
cion of a corrupt participation in tlieir delinquency ; but bo 
goes still farther ; he declares, that, if he should be rcmovcfl 
from his government, he will give them a lease in these ex- 
orbitant profits, for the purpose of securing a corrupt party 
to support and bear him out by their evidence, iipcii the cvei-^ 
of any iuquirv into his conduct; to give him a rassvnania- to 
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Ifivc liiin ii flourisliing cliaracter, wliencvcr lie should conic 
upon his trial. Hear what his principles arc ; hear what the 
man himself avows : — 


“ Furl WilHiiin, October 1779. 

“In answer to ^Fr. Francis’s insinuation, that it is natural 
enough for the agent to w’ish to secure himself, before the 
ex])i ration of the present government ; I avow the fact as to 
myself as well as the agent. AVheii 1 see a systematic oppo- 
sition to every measure proposed by me for the service of tlio 
jmblic, by which an indivi<lual may eventually benefit, I can- 
not hesitate a moment to declare it to be my firm belief that 
should the government of this country bo placed in the hands 
of the present minority, they would seek the ruin of every 
connected with me ; it is therefore only an act of com- 
mon justice ill me to wish to secure them, as far as 1 legally 
can, iroin the apprehension of future oppression.” 

Here is the princijile avowed, lie takes for granted, and 
lie gives it the name of oppression, that the person xvho 
sho.ild succeed him would take away those imlawful and 
wicked emoluments, and give them to some other. But, 
says be, I will put out of the Company’s power the very 
nu‘ans of redress. 

'flic doeinnent which I am iioav going to read to your 
lei (Nhij)s contains a declaration by Mr. Ilastings of another 
incaiis which he used of corrupting the whole Company’s 
.scr\ ice. 

Minute of the Governor-General. — Extract from that mi- 
nute; — “ Called upon continually by persons of high rank and 
station, both in national and in the Company’s councils, to 
protect and prefer their friends in the army ; and by the 
merits and services xvliich have come under my personal 
knowledge and observation, I suffer both pain and humiliation 
at the xvaiit of poxver to reward the meritorious, or to show' a 
l>ropcr attention to the wishes of my superiors, without 
having recourse to means which must be considered as 
uicoinpatible with the dignity of my station. The slender 
relief which I entreat of the board from this state of mortifi- 
cation is the authority to aiigmont the number of niy staff, 
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which will enable me to show a marked and particular alien* 
tion in circumstances such as above stated, and w ill be no 
considerable burthen to the Company.” 

My lords, you here see wdiat he lias been cndeavouriiij; |(, 
eftect,for the express purpose of enabling him to secure li im- 
sclf a corrupt influence in England. But there is another 
point much more material— w'hich brings the matter direcMv 
home to this court, and puts it to you, cither to punisli him 
or to declare yourselves to be accoinplic(‘s in the corruption 
of the \Yhole service. Hear what tlie man himself says. [ 
am first to mention to your lordships the occasion upon wliicli 
the passage wliich I shall n'ad to you was written, ft w:is 
when he was making his enormous and shameful establish- 
ment of a revenue board, in the year 1781 ; of w hich 1 iilmll 
say a few words hereafter, as being a gross abuse in ilsclt ; 
he then felt that the world would bo so much shocked at the 
enormous prodigality and corrupt prolusion of w hat he \mis 
doing, iliat he at last spoke out plainly. 

A minute of Mr. Ifaslings transmitted in a letter by i\lr, 
Wheler : — “ in tliis, as it must be the case in every relbrm- 
ation, the interest of individuals has been our principal, if 
not our only impediment. AVe could not at once deprive so 
large a body of our lellow-servaiits of their bread, without 
feeling that reluctance w hich humanity must dictate ; not 
unaceonipanicd perhaps with some concern for the conse- 
quence wliicli our own credit might sullcr, by an act which 
involved the fortunes of many, and extended its influence to 
all their connexions. 

“ This, added to the justice which w as due to your servants, 
who were removed for no fault of theirs, but for the public 
convenience, induced us to continue their allowances until 
other offices could be provided for them — and the more cheer- 
fully to submit to the expediency of leaving others in a t(‘m- 
porarjr or partial charge of the internal collections. In effect 
the civil officers of this governmeut might be reduced lo a 
very scanty number, were their exigency alone to determine 
the list of your covenanted servants, w'hich at this lime con- 
sist of no less a number than two hundred and fifty-two; 
many of them the sons of the first families in tlic kingdom of 



w.vunr.:: hahtikgs, ebq. 


373 


ti^rcai Britain, and everyone aspiring to the rapid acquisition 
of lacks, aud to return to pass the prime of tlieir lives at 
home, as multitudes have done before tliem. Neither will 
the revenues of this country sufilcc for such boundless pre- 
tensions ; nor arc they compatible with yours and the national 
Interests, wliich may eventually sufTer as certain a ruin from 
the ellects of private competition and the claim of patronage 
as from the more dreaded calamities of war, or the other or- 
dinary causes which lead to the decline of dominion.** 

]My lords, you havoherc his declaration, that ])aironage, which 
lie avows to be one of the principles of his government, and 
to he tlie principle of the last of his acts, is \vorse than war, 
|H'stilone(% and famine ; and that all those calamities together 
might not be so cllbctual as this patronage in wasting and 
ih'stroying the country. And at what time does he tell you 
this? He tells it you, w'heu he himself liad just w\nntonly 
destroyed an old regular (‘slablishinent for the purpose of 
(•I'oating a iicw' one, in whieh he says he was under the 
necessity of pensioning the members of the old establishment 
fi'om motives of mere InImanit 3 ^ He hero confesses himself 
to le the author of the whoh? mischief. — I could, says he, 
liave acted better; I might have avoided desolating the coun- 
try by peculation. Hut, says he, 1 had sous of the first 
families in the kingdom of (Ireat Britain ; everyone aspiring 
t » the rapid acquisition of lacks, and this would not suffer 
1 10 to do my duty. 1 h{)j)e your lordships will stigmatize the 
1 ilseliood of tliis assertion. Consider, my lords, what bo has 
•aid — two hundred and fifty men at once, and in succession, 
aspiring to come home? in the prime of their youth w ith lacks. 
1 on cannot take lacks to ho h'ss than two ; wa^ cannot make 
a plural less than tw'o. Two lacks make? £20.000. Then 
multiply tliat by 252, and you w’ill find more than £2,500,000 
to be provid( d for that set of gentlemen, and for the claims 
ol patronage. Undoubtedly such a ])atr()nago is worse than 
ilio most drefidful calamities of w'ar, and all the other causes 
which lead to decline of domiiiion. 

My lords, I beseech you to considiT tliis plan of coiTupting 
the Company’s servants, beginning w ith systematical corrup- 
tion, and ending with an avow'cd declaration that he will 
persist in this iniqnitons proceeding, and to the utmost of his 
power entail it upon the Company, fop tlie purpose of secur- 
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mg bis accomplices agaiusfc all llic consequences of ;my 
change in the Company’s government. I dare not, says ho, 
be honest ; if I make tlieir fortunes, you will judge favourably 
of me ; if I do not make tlieir fortunes, I shall find my pelt 
crushed witli a load of reproach and obloquy, from which I 
cannot escape in any other w'ay than by bribing the House of 
Peers. What a shameful avowal this to be made in llie Ibco 
of the world ! — Your lordships’ judgment upon this groat 
cause will obliterate it from the memory of man. But liis 
apprehension of some change in the Company’s govern iiK'iit 
is not his only pretext for some of these corrupt proceedings : 
he adverts also to the opposition wliicli lie had to encounte r 
with his colleagues, as another circumstance which drove him 
to adopt others of these scandalous expediencies. Now IIk'H' 
was a period when ho had no longer to contend with, or to 
fear, that opposition. AVhen he had got rid of the majority 
in the council, which thwarted him, what did he do ? l)id he 
Jiimsclf correct any of tlie evils and disorders w'liich had pre- 
vailed in the service, and which his hostile majority had pur- 
posed to reform ? No, not one ; notwitlistanding the court 
of directors had supported the majority in all their declara- 
tions, and had accused him of corruption and rebellion in 
every part of his opposition to them. Now that he was iVi'c 
from the yoke of all the mischief of that cursed majority 
Avhicli he deprecates, and wliich I have heard certain persons 
consider as a great calamity (a calamity indeed it was to 
patronage), — as soon, I say, as he was free from tliis, you 
would imagine he had undertaken some great and capital I’c- 
formation ; for all tlic power which tlic Company could giro 
was in his hands — total, absolutt, and unconiined. 

I must liero remind your lordships that tlic provincial 
councils was an establishment made JVfr. Hastings. So 
confident was he, in liis own opinion, of the expediency of 
them, that he transmitted to the court of directors a draft of 
an act of parliament to confirm them ; by this act it was liis 
intention to place them beyond the possibility of mutation. 
Whatever opinion others might entertain of their weakness, 
iuefficacy, or other defects, Mr. Hastings found no such 
things ill them. He had declared in the beginning that ho 
considered tbem as a sort of experiment; hut that in t ie 
progress found them answer so perfectlc well, tint 
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proposed oven an act of parliament to support them. The 
court of directors, knowing the mischiefs that innovation had 
produced in their service, and the desolations which it had 
brought on the country, commanded him not to take any 
step for changing them, without their orders. Contrary, 
liowcver, to his own declarations — contrary to the sketch of 
an act of parliament, which, for aught he knew, the legisla- 
ture might then have passed (I know that it was in contem- 
])]ation to pass about tliat time several acts for regulating 
Ihe Company’s affairs ; and for one, I should have been, as I 
always have been, a good deal concerned in whatever tended 
to fix some kind of permanent and settled government in 
Jlengal), in violation, I say, of his duty, and in contradiction 
to liis own opinion, he at that time, without giving the parties 
iiuticc, turns out of their employments, situation, and bread 
the provincial councils. 

And who were the members of those provincial councils? 
They were of high rank in the Company’s service ; they 
wertj not junior servants, boys of a day, but persons who had 
gone through some probation ; who knew something of the 
<*i)UTitry ; who were conversant in its revenues and in the 
cfiurso of its business ; they were, in short, men of consider- 
able rjiuk in the Company’s service. AVhat did he do with 
tht>se people? Without any regard to their rank in the 
H'rvice- no more than he had regarded the rank of the no- 
bility of the country -he sweeps them all in one day from 
'heir independent situations without reference to the direc- 
tors, and turns them all into pensioners upon the Company. 
And for what purpose was this done ? It was done in order to 
reduce the (•ompany’s servants, who in their iiidopeiideiit situ- 
ations were too great a mass and volume for him to corrupt to 
an abject dependence upon bis absolute power. It was that 
he inigbt tell them. You have lost your situations ; you have 
nothing but small alimentary pensions ; nothing more than 
a maintenance, and you must depend upon me whether you 
are to have anytliing more or not. Thus at one stroke a 
large division of the Company’s servants, and one of the 
highest orders of them, were reduced for their next bread 
to an absolute submissive dependence upon bis will; and 
the Company was loaded with the pensions of all those dis- 
carded servants, Tims were person^* an honourable inde 
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peruleni situation oarnotl by lonjj senufc in that country, 
and who w ere subject to ])uiiishniciit for their crimes if proved 
against thorn, all dejirivod, unheard, of tlicir employments. 
You would imagine that IVIr. Hastings had at least clurged 
them with corruption. No; you will see U])on your minutes, 
that when he abolished the ])rovincial councils he declared at 
tlie same time that lie found no fault with the persons con- 
cerned in them. 

Tlius then he has got rid, as your lordships see, c f one 
whole body of the Company's servants ; he has systcnnatically 
corrupted the rest, and provided as far as lay in his ])ower 
for the perpetuation of their eorruptioii ; he has connived at 
all their delinquencies, and has destroyed the independence 
of all the superior orders of tluun. Now' hear what In* doc's 
with regard to the council general itself, ^fhey liad, by tin* 
act that made ]\lr. Hastings Governor, the management of 
tin* revenues vested in them ;--you have Ix^en shown by an 
honourable and able fellow-manager of mine that ho took 
the business of this department wholly out of the hand of the 
council ; that he named a committee for the management of 
it at an enormous expense— a committee made up of his ow n 
creatures and dc'pendants ; and that, after destroying the pro- 
vincial councils, he brought down the whole inanageimuit of 
the revenue to Calcutta. This committee took this import- 
ant business entirely out of the hands of the council, in which 
the act had vested it, aaid this eommittee he formed witlioiit 
tlie orders of the court of directors, and directly contrary to 
the act wliicli put the superintendence in the hands of the 
council. 

Oh ! but bo reserved a snperintc nlenco over them. You 
shall bear what the superintendence was; you shall sec, fet l, 
smell, touch — it shall enter into every avenue and pore of 
your soul. It w ill sliow^ you what was the real principle of 
jMr. Hastings’s gov(;rnmcnt. We will read to you wliat Sir 
.lohn Shore says of that institution, and of the only ends 
and purposes which it could answer; your lordships will then 
see how far he was justifiable in violating an act of parlia- 
ment, and giving out of the council’s hands the great trust 
which the laws of his country had vested in them. It is 
part of a paper written in 17S5, by IMr. Shore, wlio was sole 
acting presid.mt of this comiui{tee, to which all Bengal 
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delivered ; he was an old servant of the Com])any, and he le 
now at the liead of llic j^overnmeiit of that couiitiy. 1 L» 
was Mr. Hastings’s particular friend, and therefore you caiw 
not doubt (uthcr of his being a eonipetcnt evidence, or tliat 
lie is a favourable evidence for IMr. Hastings’s, and that ho 
would not say one word against the establishment of which 
he himself was at the head that was not pt‘rfeetly true, and 
forced out of him by the truth of the ease. There is not a 
single part of it that does not point out some abuse. 

III the actual collection of the revenues, nothing is more 
nec(‘ssary than to give immediate attention to all complaints, 
^^hich are ]m‘f(‘rred daily without number, and to dispatch 
tluMii in a summary manner; this cannot be done where the 
eoi.irol is rianote. in every ])ergunnah throughout llcngal 
llier(‘ are some distinct usages, which cannot be clearly known 
at a distance; ycd in all complaints of oppression or extor- 
tion thes(* must btJ known before a decision can be pronounc- 
ed. lint to learn at (/alcutta the ])articular customs of a 
district of Kadshahy or Daca is almost impossible; and 
considering th(' ehaunel through wliich an explanation must 
pa.s>, and through w]ii(*h the eomplaint is made, any colouring 
may 1)0 giv(*n to it ; and op[>ression and extortion, to the ruin 
of a district, may be practised with im|)iinity. This is a 
eoiitinual source' of end)arrassmcni to the eommittee of reve- 
Ju.e in ralcntla. 

* One ohji'ct of their institution was to bring the revenues 
wdhout the expenses of agency to the presidency, and to 
remove all local control oven* the farnu'rs, who were to pay 
thidr rents at Calcutta. When complaints are made against 
farmers by the occupiers of the lands, it is almost impossible 
to discriminate truth fri>m talsebood. But to ])r(‘vent ii failure 
in the reveinie, it is found necessary, in all doubtful cases, to 
support the farmer; a circumstance xvhieh may give rise to 
and conlirm the most cruel acts of oppri'ssion. The real state 
of any district cannot be known by the committee. An 
occupier or zemindar may plead that an inundation has ruined 
him, or that his country is .a desert through want of rain. 
An aumecn is sent to examine the complaint; he return* 
with an exaggerated account of losses proved in volumes ol 
Uit.’icatc accounts, which the coniniittec* hove no time to read# 
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njul for which the auineeii is well paid. Possibly, however, 
the whole account is false. Suppose no auinecn is employed 
and the renter is held to the tenor of his engagement, tlie 
loss, if real, must occasion his ruin, unless his assessment ia 
very moderate indeed. 

“ I may AX'nture to pronounce, that the real state of the 
districts is now less known, and the revenue less understood, 
than in the year 1774. Since the natives liave liad the dis- 
posal of accounts, since they have been introduced as agents 
and trusted w'ifh aiitliority, intricacy a‘nd confusion have 
taken place ; the records and accounts which have been com- 
piled are numerous ; yet when any particular account U 
wanted, it cannot be found. It is the business of all, from 
the ryots to the dewan, to conceal and deceive. The sim- 
plest matters of fact are designedly covered witli a veil 
through which no Immaii undcjrstanding can penetrate. 

With respect to the present committee of revenue, it is 
morally impossible for them to execute the business they aro 
intrusted with. They aro invested with a general control, 
and they have an executive authority larger than ever was 
before given to any board or body of men. They may and 
must got through the business. Jiiit to prettnul to assert 
that they really execute it, would be folly and falsehood. 

‘‘ The grand object of the native dewannies was to atuiuirc 
independent control, and for many years they have piirsiitMl 
this with wonderful art. The fanners and zemindars nn(k‘r 
the committee prosecute the same ])lan, and have already 
objections to anything that has the least appearance of re- 
striction. All control removed, they can plunder as they 
please. 

‘‘ The committee must have a dewan or executive ofliciT, 
call him by what name you please. This man, in fact, has 
all the revenues paid at the presidency at his disposal, and 
can, if he has any abilities, bring all the renters under coiiiri- 
l>iition. It is of little advantage to rcstrjiin the committee 
themselves from bribery or corruption, when their executive 
oHicer has the power of protecting both undetected. 

“ To display the arts employed by a native on such an oc- 
casion would fill a volume. He discovers the secret re- 
sources of the zemindars and renters, their enemies and 
competito''^ and by tlic cnednes of hope aud fear rais'nl upoP 
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il.L'se fuuiidiitiuns lie can work them to liis purpose. The 
committee, with the best intentions, best abilities, and stead- 
iest application, must after all be a tool in the hand of tlieir 
dewaii.*’ 

Here is tlie account of JSlr. Hastiiigs’s new coiuinittce of 
l eveiiue, substituted in the place of an establisliineiit made 
1)^ act of parliament; here is what he has substituted for 
provincial councils.^ Here is what he lias substituted in the 
loom of tlic whole* regular order of the service, which he 
totally subverted. Can wc add anything to this picture? 
Can wc heigliten it ? Can we do anything more tlian to re- 
commend it to your lordships’ serious consideration P 

]3ut before I finally dismiss this part of our charge, I must 
r(‘(piest your lordships’ most earnest attention to the true 
cliaracter of these atrocious proceedings, as they now stand 
proved before y'ou, hy direct or th(5 stroiigcjsi presumiJtive 
evidence upon the Company’s records, and by his own con- 
fessions and doclai’ations, and those of his most intimate 
friends and avowed agents. Your lordships will recollect 
lhat, previously to the appointment of JNIr. J fastings to be 
the Govern or- General, in 1772, the collection of the revenues 
was committed to a naib dewan, or native collector, under the 
■ontrol of the supreme council; and that Mr. Hastings did 
it that lime, and upon various occasions afterwards, declare 
it to bo his decided and fixed opinion, that nothing would be 

detrimental to the interests of the Company, and to the 
happiness and welfare of the inhahitanls of their provinces, 
as changes, and more especially sudden changes, in the col- 
lection of tlioir revenues. His opinion was also most strongly 
and reiteratedly pressed upon him by his masters, the court 
of directors. The first step taken after his appointment was 
1o abolish the oflice of naib dewan, and to send a committee 
through the provinces, at the expense of £50,000 a year, to 
make a settlement of rents to be paid by the natives for live 
years. At the same time he appointed one of the Company’s 
servants to be tlie collectcr in each province, and he abol- 
ished the general board of revenue, which had been estab- 
lished at Moorshedabad, chiefly for the following reasons ; 
tliat by its exercising a separate control, the members of the 
Hiij'.remc council at Calcutta were prcveuled from acijuiring 



380 


SPKECII IN THE IMPEACnMENT OY 


that iiitiiiiato acquaintance with the revenues which was 
necessary to persons in their station ; and because many of 
the ])owors necessary for the collection of the revenues could 
not be delegated to a subordinate council. In considcrai ion 
of these opinions, orders, and declarations, lie, in 177d, 
abolislied the office of collector, and transferred the manage- 
ment of the revenues to several councils of revenue, calli'd 
provincial councils, and recommended their perpetual eslab- 
lishinent by act of parliament. In the year 1771, in con- 
tradiction of his former opinion, respecting tlie necessity of 
tlic supreme council possessing all possible means of becom- 
ing acquainted with the details of the revenue, he again 
recommended the continuance of the provincial councils in 
all their parts. This he again declared to be liis deliberate 
opinion in 1775 and in 177G. In the mean time a majority 
of the supreme council, consisting of memhers who had 
generally dillercd in opinion from lilr. Hastings, luid trans- 
mitted their advice to tlic court of directers, recommending 
some changes in the system of provincial councils. The di- 
rectors, in their reply to this recommendation, did, in 1777, 
order the supremo council to form a new j)lan for the (‘ollec- 
tion of the revenues, and to transmit it to them for their con- 
sideration. 

No such plan was transmitted ; but in the year 1781, IMr. 
Hastings having obtained a majority in the council, he again 
change(l the whole system, both of the collection of tho rev(‘- 
nne and of tho (executive administration of civil and criminal 
justice. And who were the persons substituted in the place 
of those whom ho removed ? Names, my lords, with whicli 
you are already but too well acquainted. At their head 
stands IVtunny llegum ; then comes his own domestic and 
private bribe-agent, (Tiinga Govin Sing ; then his banpn, 
(Jantoo Baboo ; then that instrinnent of all evil, Hebi Sing; 
then the whole tribe of his dependants, whiter and black, 
whom he made farmers of the revenue, with Colonel Hau- 
nay at tlicir licad ; and lastly, his confidential residents, sc- 
cr(‘t agents, and private secretaries, Mr. Middleton, IVIajor 
Palmer, &c. t^c. — Can your lordships doubt, for a single in- 
stant, of the rdal spirit of these proceedings ? Can you doubt 
of the whole d(^ign having originated and ended in corruptioo 
a.-id peculj'^ ion ? 
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Vfo have fully stated to you, from the authority of llicse 
parties themselves, the effects and consequences of these 
proceedings— namely, the dilapidation of the revenues, and 
the ruin and desolation of the provinces. And, my lords, 
what else could have been expected or designed by this 
sweeping snl)version of the control of the Company’s serv- 
ants over the collection of the revenue, and the vesting of 
it in a black dewan, but fraud and peculation ? What else, 
1 ^ 5 ay, Avas to be expected in the inextricable turnings and 
windings of that black mystery of initpiity, but the conceal* 
nient of every species of wrong, violence, outrage, and op- 
pression ? Your lordships then have seen that the Avhoh^ 
country Avas put into the hands of (Junga Govin Sing; and 
when you remember Avho this (xunga Govin Sing was, and 
liow effectually Mr. Hastings had secured him against de- 
te<Mion, in every part of his malpractices and atrocities, can 
Aou for a moment hesitate to believe that the Avliole project 
WHS ])laniied and executed for the ])urpose of putting all 
Hongnl niider eontribulion to ]Mr. Hastings? But if you 
ai’C resolved, after all this, to entertain a good opinion of 
Mr. Hastings — if you have talccn it into your heads, for rea- 
sons best kiioAvii to yourselves, to imagine that ho has some 
hidden virtues, Avhich in the govcTiimeJit of Bengal he has 
not flisplayed, and Avhicli, to us of the House of Commons, 
lave not been discernible in any one single instance; these 
'irtiies may bo fit subjects for paragraphs in newspapers — 
liny may be pleaded for him by the partisans of bis Indian 
/arlion. But your lordships Avill do well to remember that 
it is not to JMr. Hastings himself that you are trusting, but 
to Gunga Govin Sing. If the eommitlce Avere tools in bis 
hands, must not Mr. Hastings have also been a tool in bis 
hands ? — If they, Avitli Avhom he daily and hourly had to 
transact business, and Avliose oflicc it Avas to control and re- 
strain him, Avere unable so to do, is Ibis control and restraint 
to be expected from IMr. Hastings, Avbo Avas his confidant, 
and Avhose corrupt transactions be could at any time discoATr 
to the Avorld ? My Avorthy colleague has traced the Avhole 
of Mr. Hastings’s bribe account, in tiie most clear and satis- 
factory manner, to Gunga Govin Sing— him first — him last 
■~him midst, and Avitliout end. If avo fail of the conviction 
of the prisoner at your bar, your lordships will not have ao 
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quilled Mr. Hastings merely, but you will confirm all tlio 
robberies and rapines of Guiiga Govin Sing. You will re- 
cognise him as a faithful Governor of India. Yes, iny lords, 
let us rejoice in this man. Let us adopt him as oar own. 
Let our country, let this House, be proud of him ! If j\lr. 
Hastings can bo acquitted, we must admit Gunga Govin 
Sing’s government to be the greatest blessing that ever luip. 
pened to mankind. But if Gunga Govin Sing’s government 
be the greatest curse that ever befell suffering humanity, :is 
Ave assert it to have been, there is the man that placed him 
in it ; there is his father, his godfather, the first autlior and 
origin of all these evils and calamities. My lords, rememhi'r 
Diuageporc; remember the bribe of jC 10,000 which Gunga 
Govin Sing procured for JMr. Hastings in that province, and 
the subsequent horror of tiiat scene. 

But, my lords, do you extend your confidence to G unga 
Govin Sing? Is^’ot even the lace of this man, to whom the 
revenues of the Company, together with the estates, fortunes, 
reputations, and lives of the inhabitants of that country w(*n; 
delivered oaxt, is known in those provinces. He resides at 
Calcutta, and is represented by a A\ariety of under agenis. 
Ho you know Govin Ghose ? Ho you know Nundalol ? Do 
you know the whole tribe of peculators, whom Mr. Hastings 
calls his faithful domestic servants P Ho you know all tljo 
persons that Gunga Govin 8ing must employ in the various 
ramifications of the revenues throughout all the provinces r 
Arc you prepared to trust all these ? The board of revenue 
has confessed that it could not control them. Mr. Hastings 
himself could not control them. The establishment of this 
system Avas like Sin’s opening tl ) gates of hell ; like licr luj 
could open the gate, but to shut, as Milton says, exceeded 
his pOAAxr. The former establishments, if defective, or if 
abuses' were found in them, might have been corrected. 
There Avas at least the means of detecting and punishing 
abuse. But Mr. Hastings destroyed the means of doing 
cither, by putting the Avhole country into the hands of G uuga 
Govin Sing. 

Now, having seen all these things done, look to the ac- 
count. Your lordships Avill now be pleased to look at thi^ 
business as a mere account of revenue. You will find, on 
comparing thcj three years in Avhich IMr. Hastings Avns in tho 
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minority with the three years after the appointment of this 
committee, that the assessment upon the country increased, 
but that the revenue was diminished ; and you will also find, 
which is a matter that ought to astonish you, that the ex- 
penses of the collections were increased by no less a sum 
than £500,000. You may judge from this what riot there 
was in rapacity and ravage, both amongst the European and 
native agents, but chiefly amongst the natives ; for ]Mr. 

J fastings did not divide the greatest part of this spoil among 
the Company’s servants, but among this gang of black de- 
pendants. 

These accounts arc in pages 1273 and 1274 of your min- 
utes. My lords, weighty indeed would have been the charge 
b’-oiight before your lordships by the Commons of Great 
Ih itain, against the prisoner at your bar, if they had fixed 
u]) 0 ii no other crime or misdemeanour than that which 1 am 
now ])rcssing upon you. Ilis throwing ofl* the allegiance of 
the Company, his putting a black master over himself, and 
his subjecting the whole of Bengal, Baliar, and Orissa, the 
whole of the Company’s servants, tlie Company’s revenues, 
the Company’s farms, to Gunga Govin Sing. But, my lords, 
it is a very curious and remarkable thing, that wo have traced 
Ihis man as Mr. Hastings’s bribe broker up to the time of the 
nomination of this committee ; we have traced him through 
a r( gular series of bribery ; ho is ]\rr. Hastings’s bribe broker 
it Patna ; he is Mr. Hastings’s bribe broker at Nuddea ; he 
is his bribe broker at Hinagepore ; we find him his bribe 
broker in all these places ; but from the moment that this 
committee was constituted, it became a gulf in which the 
prevention, the detection, and the correction of all kind of 
abuses were sunk and lost for ever. Erom the time when 
this committee and Gunga Govin Sing were appointed, you 
do not find one word more of Mr. Hastings’s bribes. Had 
he then ceased to receive any ? or where arc you to look for 
them ? You are to look for them in that £500,000 excess of 
expense in the revenue department, and in the rest of all that 
corrupt traffic of Gunga Govin Sing, of which we gave you 
^ecimena at tho time we proved his known bribes to you. 
These are nothing but index hands to point out to you tho 
immense mass of corruption which had its origir and was 
daily accumulating in these urovincos, under the protection 
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of Mr. Hastings. And can you think, and can We talk of 
such transactions, without feeling emotions of indignation 
and horror not to be described ? Can we conteinplatti such 
scenes as these — can we look upon those desolated proviiui s 
— upon a country so ravaged -a people so subdued --JM a. 
homedans, Gentoos, our own countrymen all trampled umh r 
foot by this tyrant ; can we do this without giving ex})res- 
sion to those feelings winch, after animating us in this lilc. 
will comfort \is when we die, and will forir our best part in 
another ? 

h T am imw at the hist day of my endi'avours \u 
inspire your lordsliip'o ^\ith a just sense of thesis unexamplcMl 
atrocities. I hav(^ liad a great eucyclopedia of ci’imes to deal 
witii ; 1 Avill get tliroiigh them as soon as I can ; and 1 prav 
}cur lordships to beli(‘ve, that if I omit anything, it is to 
time I saerilice it ; that it is to want of strength 1 saerilice 
it ; that it is to necc'ssit y, and not from any despair of making, 
from llic records and from the evidt‘ne(‘, matter so omitted as 
blaek as anything that 1 have yc't brought befori' yon. 

The next thing of which I have to remind your lordships 
respecting these hlaek agmits of the jirisoner is, that we find 
him, just bidbre liis di'partiirefrom India, reeommemling tlin c 
of them - Gunga Govin Sing. Giinga Ghost*, and Aimdalol • 
as persons fit and necessary to be rt*war(led for thi*ir services 
by the Company, Now your lordships will find that, of thest; 
faithful donujstic servants, there is not one of them who was 
not eoncernod in those enormous briberies, and in betray iug 
their own native and natural master. If J had time for it, 1 
believe 1 could trace every person to be, in proportion to Mr. 
Hastings’s eontidenee in him, the aithor of some great villany. 
These persons he thinks had not been sufliciently rewarded, 
and accordingly he rc’eommends to the board, as his dying 
legacy, provision for tliese faithful, attaclicd si*rvants of hi-'^, 
and particularly for Guiiga Govin Sing. The manner in 
which this man was to be rewarded makes a part of the liit!- 
tory of these transactions, as curious perliaps as was ev(*r ex- 
hibited to the xvorld. Your lordships will find it in page 
2841 of your mi. rates. 

The llajuh of Dinagepore wras a child at that time about 
eleven years old, and had succeeded to the ]iajaliship (by 
what mea,xS I shall say nothing) when he was about live 
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^c;irs olil. ITc is made lo apply to Mr. Hastings for leave to 
gi-aiit a very considerable part of his estate to Gunga Govin 
Sing, as a reward for his services. These stTvices could only 
1)0 known to the Kajah’s family, by liaving robbed it of at 
.cast £40,000, tbo bribe given to Mr. Hastings, lint the 
Itajah’s family is so little satisfied with this boimtifuL and 
jbcral donation to Gunga Govin Sing, that they desire that 
S('vcral pergunnahs or farms, that are mentioned in the appli- 
cafion made to the council, should be si'paralcd from the 
family evstate and given to this man. Such was this extraor- 
fliiiary gratitude; gratitude not for monev received, but for 
iiiniK’y taken away; a species of gratitude unknown in any 
]iait of the world hut in India; gratitude pervading every 
Im-'ucIi of tlie family ; liis molIuT coming forward and peti- 
1i miiig lik(*wlse that her son should be disinherited; liis 
ii'ick, the natural ])roleetor and guardian of his minority, 
coming forward, and petitioning most earnestly that his 
iic[)hew slionld be disinherited ; all tlie family join in one 
A •)!(*(* of sup[)licati()n to jMr. Hastings that Gunga Govin Sing 
I'.r.iy havti a vc'ry large and eonsiderahlo part of their family 
c tall giv(Mi to liim. Mr. Hastings, after declaring that cer- 
tain circum.staiie(?s resjH'cting this prop(‘rl v, wliudi are men- 
tioij('d ill his minutes, were to liis knowhM]g(‘ true, hut which 
y'lii- lordships upon ('xaminatioii will lind to bo false, and 
fi^iiicd in every particular, recommends in the strongest 
m inner to the hoard a conijiliancc with this application. 
H • was at this time on the eve of his dejiarture from India, 
.it haste to provide for his faithful servants; and he well 
loicw that tliis his last act would be held binding upon bis 
s:i('(;essors, who were devoted to him. 

Here, indeed, is genuine and heroic gratitude ; gratitude 
lor money received, not for money taken away ; and yet this 
gratitude was towards a person wdio had paid himself out of 
|th<* beiuTit which had been conferred, at the expense of a 
j third party. For Gunga Govin Sing had kept for himself 
I C:i0,000 out of £40,000 taken from the Fajah. For this 
j^ heat , stated by Mr. liarkins to be such, and ailow'cd by INIr. 
^bisiings himself to be such - he, with a pm’feet knowledge 
tluit fraud and cheat committed njion the public (for he 
pictciuls that the niono}’^ w'as meant for the (^ompanv). makco 
t'liis supplication to his colleagues, and dcpai’ts 
>^-1- Mil. 2 c ■ 
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After his departure, Gunga Goviu Sing, relying upoa tin* 
continuance of the corrupt influence which lie had gaineti, 
had the impudence to come forward and demand tlie confir- 
mation of this grant by the council general. The conneii, 
though willing to accede to Mr. Hastings’s proposition, wcio 
stopped in a moment by petitions much more natural, in’/ ..f 
a direct contrary tenor. The poor infant llajah raises his 
cries not to be deprived of his inheritance ; his mother com* .s 
forward and conjures the council not to oj)prc33 her son and 
wrong her family ; the uncle comes and supplicates the board 
to save from ruin these devoted victims which were undoj* 
his protection. All these counter-petit ions come before tho 
council, while the ink is hardly dry upon the petitions whicli 
Mr. Hastings had left beliiiid him, as proofs of tho desire of 
this family to be disinherited in favour of ‘Gunga Govin Sing. 
Upon tho recei])t of these remonstrances, the board could not 
])rocccd ill the business, and accordingly Gunga Govin Sing 
was defeated. 

But Gunga Govin Sing was unwilling to quit his ])rov. 
And what docs he do? — I desire your lordships to consiit'r 
seriously the reply of Gunga Govin Sing, as it appears upon 
your minutes. — It is a bold answer. He denies tho right of 
tho Eajah to these estates. AVhy, says he, all property in tliis 
country depends upon the will of your government; how 
came this Eajah’s family into possession of tliis great zemin- 
clary P Why, they got it at lirst by the nn're favour of go- 
vernment. The whole was an iniquitous transaction. This 
is a family that in some former age has robbed others, and now 
let me rob them. In support of this claim he adds the e\- 
istence of other precedents; namely, that many clerks <»r 
mutseddies and banyans at Calcutta had, as he says, got pos> 
session of the lands of other peopie, without any pretence of 
right. — Why should not J ? Good God, what precedents m - 
these ! — Your lordships sliall now hear the razynania, or lc^^' 
menial, which, since Mr, Hastings’s arrival in England, flin 
Eajah has been induced to send to the Company from 
and you will judge then of the state in which Mr. Hasting- 
has left that country. Hearken, my lords, I pray you, to 
razynai...! of this man, from whom £40,000 was taken hy 
Mr. Hastings and Gunga Govin Sing, and a^inst whom an 
attempt was made by the same persons to d<;jmve him of h’* 
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inboritanco. Liston to this razyiiainn, anil then judge of all 
tlio other testimonials Avhieli have been produced on the part 
of the prisoner at your bar. Lis counsel rest u])on them — 
they glory in them, and we shall not abate them one of these 
])reeiou8 testimonials. They put the voice of grateful India 
jigainst the voice of ungrateful England. Now, hear what 
grateful India says, aft(*r our having told you for what it was 
ho grateful. 

“1, Kadaunat, J:emindar of perguiuiah Ifavelly IVnjiina, 
I’ommonly called Dinagepore : — As it has hceii learnt by 
ihr imitsoddies and tlii^ respi^ctahh' fdlleers of my zemindarv 
that the minist(*rs of England aro‘ dis[)leased with the late 
(tovornor, AV^arreu Hastings, Esip, u|)on the suspicion that he 
iippressed us, took money from us hy deceit and force, and 
ni'iicd tlie country; Ihi'refore, wc, nj)oii tlu^ strength of onr 
n ligion, which we think it incumhiMit on and lu'cessary for 
us to abide by, following the rules laid down in giving evi- 
<l'‘nce, declare the particulars of the deeds of AVarren Hast- 
ings, Esq., full of circumspection and caution, ei\ility and 
justice, superior to the conduct of the most learned ; and by 
rcj)resc‘nting Avhat is fact, wipe an ay the doubts that liavi5 
])ossessed the minds of the ministers of England. That Air. 
Hastings is possessed of fidelity and eonfidenco, ami yielding 
protection to us ; that ho is clear of the contamiiiat ion of 
mistrust and wrong, and his mind is free of covetousness or 
avarice. .During the time of his administration, no one saw 
other conduct than tliat of ])rotcctiou to the hnsbandineii and 
justice; no iuhahitant ever experienced aftliolions; no one 
e/cr felt oppression from him ; our reputations have always 
hcon gnardt?d from attacks by his ])riidonec, and our families 
lune always been protected by bis justice.” 

(lood Hod! my lords, — profected hyliisjus^ 

hrr ! ^ AVhnfc! after Guiiga Goviu Sing, in comfort with 
Air Hastings, bad first robbed him of £40,000, and then hac 
attempted to snatch, as it wei’C, out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings the inheritance of their fathers, and to deprivo 
this infant of a great part of his family estate! Tlere is a 
cliild eleven years old, who never conld have seen AJr. Hast- 
ings ; who could know nothing of him but from the bca*^v 

2 o 2 
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!iaiul of ()|)j)n‘ssion, aniiction, nud r()l)lK‘ry, to 

b(*.'«r tfsl iinoiiy to tlit* virtiios of Mr. JJaistiiigs beforo a Jiri 
tisli pari in moil fc. Such is the conlidtjmx* they repose in tluir 
liope ol* having bribed the English nation by the millions and 
millions of money, the countless lacks of rupees, poured into 
it from India, that they had dared to bring this poor robbed 
infant to bear testimony to the character of ]\Ir. Hastings. 
These are th(‘ tilings which are to be o])[)os(‘d to the mass of 
evidence which tin* House of Coininons bring against this 
man; evidence wiiieli tlu‘y bring from his own acts, his own 
writing, and his own records; a cloud of testimony furnished 
by himself, in support of charges hrouglii forwai il and nrgeil 
by ns agreeably to the magnitude of his eriiiu's, with (he 
lioiTor which is inspired by them, and with the eontc'mpt due 
to this ])altry attcm])t towards his ihdenee - whicli they had 
dared to produ(*e from the hands of an infant but eleven 
years old when ]\Ii\ Hastings cpiitted that country. 

Hut to pro(*e('d with the ra/ynaina : — “ He iu‘ver omitted 
the smallest instance of kindiu'ss towards ns, but heal(‘d the 
wounds of (h'spair with the salve of eonsolal ion, by means of 
Ills beiievob'nt and kind beliavioiir, never perinilting one of 
ns to sink into the jiit of despondence; Ih‘ siipportcil every 
one by his goodness, overs('t tin* designs of evil-minded men 
by his authority, tied the hand <»f oppression with the strong- 
est bandage of just ice, and by th(*se means expanded the 
]jleasing appearance ofhappint'ss ;iiid joy ovm* ns ; In? reeslah- 
lished just ice and iiujiartiality. AV"e were during Ids goierii- 
ment in the enjoN inent of perfect hajipiiu'ss and (‘as(', and many 
of us an* tbankiul and satistied. As Mr. Hastings was well 
acquainted witli our maniK'rs and customs, he was alvMiys 
d('sirous in every respect of doi;ur wliatevc'r would pn‘stM \e 
our religious rites, and guard them against every kind of ac- 
cident and injury; and at all times protected us. AVhatever 
we have experienced from him, and whatever happened from 
bim, w’o have written without deceit or exaggeration.*’ 

My lords, before 1 take leave of this aftairof bribes and of 
the groat bribe-broker, let me just otlcr a remark to your 
lord&hi]yS upon one curious transaction. My lords, w’e have 
charged a bribe taken irom tlio Nabob of Glide, and wc liave 
stated the corrupt and scandalous proeei'ding which at tended 
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it. 1 I lijul iloiio witli Oiidf; but. aM then? is sl 

golden cliaiji between all tlio virtiu's, so there i.s a golden 
< which links together all the vices. Mr. Tfaatings, as 
you have seen, and as my honourable colleague has fully 
opened it to you, rc(^cived a bribe or corrupt present from the 
Nabob of Oude, in September, 17S1. AVe heard no more of 
this bribe than what we had stated (no otlier trace of it ever 
appearing in the Company’s records, except in a private letter 
written by Mr. I fastings to the court of directors, and after- 
wards in a communication such as you have lioard tlirough 
51 r. I jarlvins), till October, 17S‘d. 

Jlut, my lords, we have since discoverc'd, through and in 
cous(Mpience of the violent disjnites which took place between 
Afr. Hastings and the clan of residents that were in Oud(*, 
the resident of tlu' Company, 5Ir. llristow, tlui two residents 
cf Mr. Hastings, 5Ir. Aliddleton and Afr. Johnson, and the 
two residtmts sent ])y him to watch ov<n* all the rest, Alajor 
Palmer and Afajor Davy, — upon (juarrels, I say, betw<‘en 
them, we discovered that Afr. Mi(hlleton had received the ofler 
of a present of .1^100, ()()() in h\;l)ruary, 1782. This circum- 
stance is uHMitioned in a h*tter of IVfr. Middleion’s, in which 
he informs 5Ir. Hastings that the Nabob had destined such a 
sum for him. 

Now the hrst thing that will occur to your lordships, upon 
such an affair, will be a desire to know wbat it was that in- 
duced the Nabob to make this offer. It was but in the Sep- 
tember preceding that Air. Hastings had received, for bis 
private \is(', as the Nabob eonceiv(*d, so bountiful a present as 
.C1()0,0(X); what motive tiieu could be have had in Fi*bruary 
to offer him another £100,000? — This man, at the time, was 
piercing lu'aven itself with the cries of despondency, despair, 
beggary, and ruin. You have seen tliat lie was forced to rob 
his own family, in order to satisfy the Company’s demands 
Upon him ; and yet this is precisoly the time when he thinks 
proper to ofler £100,000 to Mr. Hastings. Does not the mind 
of every man revolt, wliilst he exclaims, and say, What ! 
another £100,000 to 51 r. Hastings! What reason had tho 
Nabob to think Mr. Hastings so inoiislrously insatiable, that; 
having but the September before received £100,000, he must 
pive him another in Pebrnary? — My lords, he must in the 
bilerval have throa^^eiu'd tlie S^ ihoh with some horrible eat:is- 
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troph.% from ^vhicil he was to r*aleeia himself by this soeoiiil 
present. Yon can assign no other motive for his giving it. 
We know not what answer jNfr. Hastings made to Mr. Mid. 
dlcton upon that occasion, but we find that in the year 17S3 
Mr. Hastings asserts that ho scut up Major Palmer and Major 
Davy, to persuade the Nabob to transfer this present, which 
the Nabob intended for him, to the Company’s service. Pe- 
mark, my lords, tlui progress of this atlair. In a formal accu- 
satiun preferred against Mr. Middleton, lie cliarges him ^\ilh 
obstructing this dc'sign oMiis. In this accusation, my lonl>, 
you find him at oiiim‘ in tlu^ curious cliaracttT (d‘-prost‘cutnr, 
wit ness, and judge. 

Jjet us see how lie lamiports himself. .1 shall only stati‘ !<» 
YOU one of the arihdi's of his impeachment. It is the tlilril 
(•barge; it is in pag4.5 1207 of your lordsliips’ minutes: — 
“ For simding repeatedly to the Vizier aiid to liis ministt*r, 
Hvder Beg Khan, to advise them against transferring the tmi 
ja(dvs of ruptH‘s, iuteiubal as a jirijsent to the (foveruor- 
(imua’al, to the ( \)mpanv’s account; as it would be a precedtait 
for furtlior (h'lnaiids, whicdi if tlie Vizier did not refuse? in the 
first instance, the government would never e(‘asc to harass 
him for money,” 

The first thing that will occur to yonr lordsliips is an iis- 
eerlioii of the accuser’s: — “I am morally certain that jay- 
daads or assets for ten lacks, either in assignimmt of land or 
in bills, li:id l)t?eu preparial, and were in the charge or jiosses- 
sion of INFr. Middleton, before Major Palmer’s arrival, and h‘ft 
with Mr. .loliiison on Mr. Middleton’s de])artun'.” 

My lords, here is an aeamsation that !Mr. Midilltdon had 
act uall\ re('t‘ived inom.'v, either in hills or asset s of some Kind 
or ut her ; and tliat, upon (luitting his residiuiey, he had haudi*<l 
it over to his successor, Mr. .lohusoii. Here art? then fact i 
asserted, and we imist siippost? suhsf antiat(*d. Hero is a 
sum of iiiom.*y to be aee(uiiit(*d for, in which there is a gre^s 
malversation diivctly eharg(*d as to these particulars, in Air, 
Hastings’s ojiiniou. Mr. Matrplierson, another member oft he 
eouiieil, has di?chired that he understood at the time, that the 
ten lacks actually deposited in bills, and that it was net- 
a mere »ti(ir made liy the Nabob to pay such a sum froin the 
future revenue of the country. IMr. Hastings has these ffn 
disi.iosoii to him. He dc(*Iarcs that he was ** morallij cc' iw'n ' 
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ot it : ILat is, as certain as a man can be uf an}’tLing, becausd 
piiysical certitude docs not belong to such matters. The first 
thing you will naturally ask is, Why does he not ask Mr. 
Johnson how he had disposed of that money which Mr. Mid- 
dleton had put in his hands ? He does no such thing ; he 
passes over it totally, as if it were no part of the matter in 
question, and the accusation against ]\Ir. Middleton termi- 
nates in the manner you will there find stated. When Mr. 
Johnson is asked, Why was not that money applied to the 
Ooinpanv’s service ? he boldly steps forward, and says, I pre- 
vent^ d it from being so applied. It never was, it never ought 
1o have been so ap])lied ; such an ap 2 )ropriation of money to 
he taken from the JNIahoh would have been enormous upon 
that occasion. 

What then docs IMr. Hastings do ? Does he examine Mr. 
Aliddleton upon the sub jeet, who charges himself with having 
j('ceived the inoney ? — Mr. Middleton was at that very time 
in Calcutta, called down thither by Mr. Hastings himself. 
l)]io would naturally expect tliat he would call upon him to 
e.\[)laiii for wliat ])iirpose ho left the money with Mr. Jolm- 
snji. Jl(i did no such thing. Did he examine Mr. Johnson 
l.inisclt', wlio ^\as charged Aviih having received the money 
IVi-m Mr. IMiddleton? J)id he ask him what ho had dono 
that money ? Not cuic word. Did he send for Major 
l*alnicr and JMajor Davy to account for it ? No. Did he call 
any shrotF, any baiiker, any one person concerned in the pay- 
iiK lit oi' the money; or any one jaTson in the management 
of the icveniic ? No, not one. Directly in the face of his 
own asscrti(jns, directly eojitrary to his moral conviction of 
the fad: that the money had been actually deposited, he tries 
•Mr. .lolin.'^ou coll iisivdy and obliqmdy ; not upon the account 
of wliat was done witli the money, hut A\hy it was prevented 
from being applied to the Comjiany’s service' ; and ho acquits 
him in a manner that (taking the wliule of it together) will 
give your lordships the finest idea possible of a llengal judi- 
cature, as exercised by ]\Ir. Hastings. 

“I am not sorry,” says he, ‘dhnt ]\Ir. Johnson chose to 
defeat my intentions, since it would have added to the Nabob's 
distresses, but with no immediate lelief to the Company. 
If in bis own breast he can view the secret motives of this 
trai)sact’on, and on their testimony approve it, I also acquit 
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him. ■ rffxl ! TFon^ is a innii accused by 
articles of iiiipeaeliiiierit. J’he fiecii^er deelan's he is inonilly 
certain that the money had been received, but was pn^venU d 
from beintir applied to its destination by the person aecusi'd, 
and lie acquits him. Does he acquit him from his own 
knowledge, or from any evidence ? but he a[)|)lies to 

the man’s conscience, and says, if you in your conscience can 
acquit yourself, 1 ac(]uit you. 

Hero then is a proceeding, the most asionishing and 
shameless that perhaps was ever witnessed ; a court trying a 
man for a delinquency and misapplication of money, dcstiiKMl, 
in the first instance, for the use of the judge, but which he 
declares ought, in his own opinion, to be set apart for the 
public use ; and which he was desirous of ap|)lying to the 
Company’s service, without regard to his own interest; and 
then the judge declaring he is not sorry that his purpose 
bad been defeated by tlie party accused. Instead, liowcv(.'r, 
of censuring the aceus(}d, he applies to the man’s own con- 
science; — Does your conscience, says be, ae(juit you of 
having acted wrong? The accused makes no reply; and 
then Mr. Hastings, by an hypothetical conclusion, acquits him. 

Mr. Hastings is accused by the Commons, for that having 
a moral certainty of the money’s being intended for his use, 
be would not have ceased to inquire into the actual apjdica- 
tion of it, but from some corrupt motive and iiitoiilw)ii. With 
this he is chai’ged. lie comes heforo you to make liis de- 
fence. IVIr. JMiddleton is in England. Does he call Mr. 
Middhiton to explain it here ? .l.)oes he call upon Mr. John- 
son, wlio was the other day in this court, to account fi)r it? 
Why did ho not , when he scut for these curious ]»apers and 
testimonials to iNfajor Palmer (the person auLhorized, as lu^ 
protend.s, hy liim to resign all hi:, ])retensions to the niomw 
procured), send for Major Palim'r, who is tin* person that 
accused him in tliis business ? Why not send tor him to bi ar* 
some ti*stimony rcjspeeting it? No; he hail time enough; 
hut at no one lime, and in no one phufc, did he do iliis ; there- 
fore the inq)ntatioii of the foulijst eornqition aliaches upon 
him, joined witii the infamy of a collusive prosecution, in- 
stituted for tlie sake of a collusive acquittal. 

Having explained to your lordsliips tin: nature, and detailed 
the circnmslaiiees, as far as we are arqiiainted with them, of 
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thus frauduUMii tnin«iicti(ni, wp have only rurth< r ic, r« ii.iiid 
you that, though IVFr. Middlelon wa,s declarc'd ‘guilty ot* Ji\e 
of the six c])arges brought against him by Mr. Jlastiiigs, yot 
the next thing you hear is, that Mr. Hastings, after declaring 
that this conduct of Mr. Middleton had boon very bad, ancl 
that the conduct of the oilier servants of the Company coii- 
corned witli him had Ix’on ion times worse, ho directly ap- 
points him to one of the most honourable and eoididenlhu 
ofllccs the Company had to dispose of — he sends him ambas- 
sador io the Ni/am ; to give to all the courts of India a 
spcciuH'ji of the justice, honour, and decency of tlu' Hritish 
government. 

My lords, with regard to the bribe for the odvrlaiament^ 
I only beg leave to make one observation to you upon that 
article. 1 could say, if the time would admit it, a great deal 
upon that subject ; but I wish to com])ress it, and I shall 
thcreforci only recommend it in general to your lordships’ 
dt'liherati^ consideration. Tlu^ covmiant subsisting between 
the Company and its sm'vants was made lor the impress pur- 
pose ol’ putting an end to all such enlertainments. J^y this 
convention it is ordered that no ])r(‘si‘nts exetauling £200 
shall be accepted upon any pretence for an entertainuumt. 
The covenant was intended to put an cud to the custom of 
receiving money for entertainments, even when visiting an 
iiidepcTidciit oriental prince. ]hit your lordships know that 
the j^hibob was no prince, but a poor, miserable, undone de- 
pemlaut upon the Com|)any. The present was also taken 
hy Air. Hastings at a time wluui lie went upon the eriud 
i'ommission of entting down tluj Naiiob’s allowance from 
£400,000 to £200,000 — and when he was reducing to l)i‘g- 
gary thousands of persons uho were dependent for bri'ad njion 
th(j Nabob, and ruining ])erhaps forty thousand othei-s. I 
shall say no more iijxm that subject, though, in truth, it is a 
thing ujion which much observation might: lx* made. 

1 shall now pass on to another article connected with, 
though not making a direct part of, that of corru])t bribery ; 
I mean the swindling subterfuges by which he has attcmpti*d 
to justify his corrupt ])ractices. At one time ho defends 
tliem by pliniding the neeessitii*s of his own affairs, as when 
he lake's presents and entertainments avowedly for his own 
profits. At aiiolher time lio defends them by pleading tb» 
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goodness of his iuteiitiuiis. He iuteiided, lie says, to give the 
money to the Company. His last plea has something in it 
(which shall I say ?) of a more awful or of a more abandoned 
character, or of both. In the settlement of his public ac. 
count before ho left India, he takes credit for a bond which 
he had received from Nobkissin, upon some account or other. 
He then returns to England, and Avhat docs he do ? Pay oil ? 
No. Give up the bond to tlie Company ? No. He says, 1 
will account to the Company for this money ; and when lie 
comes to give this a(*count of the ex[)en(liturc of this moiicv, 
your lordships will not be a little astonished at -the items of 
it. One is for founding a IMahomedau college. It is a very 
strange thing that Itajah Nobkissin, wdiois a Gentoo, should 
be employed by Mr. Ilastings to found a Mahomedan college. 
We will allow ]\Ir. Jla.stings, who is a Christian, or would luj 
thought a Christian, to grow pious at last ; and as inan\ 
(dhors have done who have spent their lives in fraud, 
i’ity, and peculation, to se(‘k amends, and to expiate his crimes 
by charitable foundations. Nay, we will suppose IMr. Hast- 
ings to have taken it into his head to turn Mahomedan 
(Cciitoo he could not), and to have designed by a IMahoinedan 
foundation to expiate his otfcuces. Eo it so; hut why should 
Nobkissin pay for it ? We will pass over this also. Put when 
your lordships shall hear of what nature that foundation wa^, 
I believe you will alhjw that a more extraordinary hisloiy 
never did appear iii the world. 

Ill th(^ first place, ho slated to the eomicil on the 181h of 
April, 1781, that in the month of November, 1780, a petition 
was ])r<'scntcd to him by a considerable number of jMussul- 
men ; in compliance with which this Mahomedan eollcsjo 
ajipcai’s to have been founded. It next appears from his 
siattmieiit, that in the April l\»llo.ving (that is, within aboul 
six months after the foundation), many students had iinislw il 
their education. You see what a hot-bed bribery and i*ur- 
riiptionis; onr universities cannot furnish an education in 
six years. In India they have eompleti'd it within six montlrs 
anil have taken their degrees. 

Mr. Hastings says, I have supported this establishment lo 
this tim" at my own expense ; I desire the Company will 
defray tUe charge of it. He then calculates what the ex- 
:»ensc3 Wi re ; he calculates that tlu; huildiug would cost about 
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£ 1 ), 000, and he g(‘ts from tlie Company a bontl to raise money 
fur paying this £6,000. You apparently have the building 
now at the public expense, and: Mr. Hastings still stands 
cliiirged witli the expense of tlie college for six months. He 
then proposes that a tract of land should be given for the 
college, to the value of about 3,000 odd pounds a year ; and 
that ill the mean time there should be a certain sum allotted 
for it s expenses. After this Mr. Hastings writes a letter from 
the (langes to the Company, in whicli he says not a word 
:il.u)nt the expense of the building ; but says that the college 
wjis l‘ounded and maintained at liis own expense, though it 
was thought to he maintained by the Company ; ami he fixes 
the oomineuccment of the expense in September, 1779. Hut 
jifo r all, we find that the very professor who was to be set- 
lli d there never so much as arrived in Calcutta, or showed 
Ms face tliere, till some time afterwards. And look at Mr, 
Larkins’s jirivate acc(juiits, and you will find that he charges 
the expense to havij commenced not until October, 1781. It 
is no error, beoanso it runs through and is so accounted in the 
whole ; and it thus ajipears that he has charged, falsely ami 
frnndulently, a year more for that establishment than it cost 
him. 

At last tlien, wIkmi Ik' was tamiiug away (for T Ijasten to 
the cunclusion of an alfair, ludicrous indeed in some respects, 
hut not unw'orthy of your lordships’ consideration), after 
viMuarking that he had experienced for three years the utility 
ot' this institntimi, he recommends that they will establish a 
fiirul Ini’ £3,000 a year for it, and give it. tt) the master.” Ho 
li.id li'ft (fiinga (jioviu Sing as a Gentoo legacy, and lu* now 
|^■.'lves the Mussulineii as a Mahoim'ilan h^gaev, to tlie Com- 
pany. Your lordships shall muv hear what was the upshot 
nf the whole. The Com])any soon aflerwards luMiing that 
this college was hecome the greatest nuisance in Calcutta, 
ami tliat it ha»l raised the cries of all the inhahiltinls against 
it, one of their servants, a Mr. Chapman, was deputed by 
the Governor, Sir John Shore, to examine into it, and your 
lordships will find the account he gives of it in your minutes, 
in short, my lords, we find that this was a seminary of rob- 
bers, house-breakers, and every nuisance to society ; so that 
tlu^ Company was obliged to turn out the master, and to 
remodel the wliole. Your lordships will now judge tf the 
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meriia aiul value nf this, one of tlie .sel s-oft' hroii^lit forward 
by the prisoner against the charges which wo have hroiiglit 
forward against him ; it began in injustice and pecidatiuii, 
and ended in a seminary for robbers and liouse-brcakors. 

Nothing now remains to be pressed by me upon your lonb 
ships’ consideration, but the account given by the iate Gn- 
vernor-deneral, Earl Cornwallis, of the state in which ho 
found the country left by his predecessor, Mr. Hastings, tin? 
prisoner at your bar. Eut patient as 1 know your lordships 
to be, I also know that your strength is not inexbaustihlr, 
and though what I have further to add will not consunm 
mueli of your lordsliips’ time, yet J conceive that there is a 
necessity for deferring it to another day. 

[Adjourned. 


TIUAL. 

MONDAY, lOrii JUNIC, 1794. 


^’INTII DAY OF JIKCLY. 

(Mu. Bl'ukk.) 

Ma" Louds, — 1 should tliiiik it necessary to make an 
apoiogy to Yo\ir lordships for appearing before you one day 
more, if I wen*, inclined to measure this business ('ither by the 
standard of iiiy own ability, or by my own im])atienco, or l»y 
any supposed inij)aLie]ice of yo’Ts. I know jio lueasurc in 
sucli a case, but the nature of the subject and Die duty wliicli 
Avo OAve to it. You will therefore, my lords, permit me iu a 
few AVord.s to lead you back to Avbat we did yesteiai;\/, Diat 
you may the b(dior comprebeinl the mauiier in Avbicli .1 mean 
to conclude the business to-day. 

My lonls, Ave took the lib(?rty of stating to you tlu^ condi- 
tion of Jlcngal before our taking possession of it, and of the 
several classes of its inhabitants. AVe first brought b(*fori3 
you the Mabomedan iuhabitants, Avho bad the judicial au- 
thority (if tlu* C4)untry in their hands; and we proved to)t»’J 
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the liitfr ruin of lliai body of jwoplo, and anKIi iliein of tlift 
justiec of ilie coiiiiij'y, by their bci/ijy; both one and the other 
sold to an infamous Avomen railed Munny lleguin. AV"c lu'xt 
sIio\v(k1 you that the wlioh? landed interest, the zemindars or 
Hindoo f^entry of the country, was likewise ruined by its 
bein^ i};iven over by leilin*^ it on a five years’ lease to infa- 
mous farmers, and giving it up to tlieir Jiiereiloss exactions ; 
;md aftiTwards by subjecting the rank of those ZAunindars, 
tlu ir title deeds, and all their pecuniary affairs, to the minut- 
est .s< nitiny, under pain of criminal punishment, by a com- 
missi. »n granted to a nefarious villain, called (lunga (loviu 
vSing. VVe lastly showed you, that the ri'inaining third class, 
that (*f the laiglish, was partly corrupted, or had its anthor- 
ily dissolved, ami tlmt the whole superintemling Englisli eon- 
trnl was suhverted or subdued; that the ])roducts of the 
(.mntry werij diminished, and tliat the revennes of the Com- 
pany were ilila])idat('d, by an overcharge of cxj)euses in four 
\c;u*s to tbo amount of £ 500 , 000 , in conseipienco of ilicse 
enrrnjd, dangerous, and miseliievoiis projects. 

We have further stated that the Company’s servants were 
corrupted by contracts and jobs; w(‘ provcil that tbos() tba-t 
^\ere not so corrupted wtTe removed fi'om their stations or 
ndneed to a slater of abj(*cty d<‘pend('nee ; we slio\M*d you tluj 
d» nn lioii of t he j»rovincial eouneils; the dost ruction of the. 
t'<M/iicil general ; and the forination of a. committee for no 
)i her ends whatever but for the purposes of bribery, con- 
.'l aimenv, and corruption. AVc next stated some of the most 
liiMiistrons instances of that bribery ; and though we WTre of 
oj’inioii that in none of thtun any satisfactory defence worth 
ineiil iuning had been made, yet we have thought that this 
should jiot hinder ns from reealling to your lordships’ recol- 
lection the p(Hniliar nature and eircumstances of one of those 
proceedings. 

'fhe proceedings to which we wish to call your attention 
are those belonging to the second bribe given by the Nabob 
of Glide to ]\lr. Hastings. IVIr. Hastings’s own knowledge 
and o[)inion, that that money was set apart for his use, cither 
in bills or assets, I have before stated; and I now" wish to 
call your lordships* minute recoiled ion to the manner in 
vdiicli the fraiululcnt iinpeaclnnent ofiMr. IMiddletou, for tlH3 
puvpcse of sliding an imjuiry into '‘.bat business, was carried 
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on. Your lordships will remember tliiifc I proved to you, 
upon the face of that proceeding, the collusive nature of tho 
accusation; and that the real.- state of the ease was not 
charged ; and that Mr. Hastings acquitted the party accused, 
of one article of the charge, not upon tin', evidence of the 
rase, contrary to his own avow'ed, declared, moral certainiy 
of his guilt, but upon a pretended a])peal to the conscience ot 
the man accused. Jlc did not, however, give him a comploff', 
formal, official acquittal, but referred tluj matter to the court 
of directors, who could not possibly know anything of the 
matter, without one article of evidence whatever produced 
at the time, or iraiismiltcd. AVe lastly proved to you, that, 
after finding him guilty of five charges, and leaving the other 
to the court of directors, Air. Hastings, without any reason 
assigned, appointed him to a great office in the Company's 
service. 

These proceedings were brought hefore you for two pur- 
poses ; — first, to show the corrupt principle of the whole pro- 
ceeding; next, to show the manner in which the Company’s 
servants are i reated. They are accused and pi'rsecnted, until 
they are brought to submit to whatever terms it may ho 
thought proper to impose upon them. They are then for 
mally, indeed, acipiitted of the most atrocious crimes charged 
against them ; hut virtually condemned upon some articles, 
with the scourge hung over them ; and in some instances 
rewarded by the greatest, most honourable, and most lucratii o 
situations in the Company’s service. AFy lords, it is on the 
same ground of the wicked, pernicious, and ruinous princi- 
ples of Air. Hastings’s government, that I have charged this 
with everything that is chargeable against him, namely, that 
if your lordships should ratify those principles by your ac- 
quittal of him, they become principles of government ; re- 
jected indeed by the Commons, but adopted by the Peerage 
of Great Hritain. 

There is auother article whi(;h I have just touched ; but 
which I must do more than barely notice, upon ac( ount 
the evil example of it — 1 mean the taking great sums of 
money, under pretence of an eutertainment. Your lordshij'.s 
will roe^dlect, that when this business was charged against 
him in India, Air. Hastings neither affirmed nor denied tb« 
fact. Confession could not be there extorted from him. 
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TTo next appeared before the House of Coinmous, aud ho 
Btill evaded a denial or a confession of it. He lastly appear- 
ed before your lordships, and in his answer to our chargo 
ho ill the same manner evaded either a confession or a de- 
nial. He forced us to employ a great part of a session in 
nulcavouring to establish what we have at last established, 
Ihe receipt of the sums first charged, and of seven hu'ks more, 
by him. At length the proof could not be ('vaded, and after 
we had fought through all the dillieulties which tiio law could 
interpose in his defence, and of which he availed himself with 
a degree of effrontery that has, I believe, no example in tho 
world, he confesses, avows, and justifiea liis conduct. If tho 
custom alleged be well founded, and be an honourable and a 
])roper and just practice, why did he not avow it in every 
part and progress of oiir proceedings here ? AVhy should ho 
l.avc put ns to ihe necessity of wasting so many months in 
i he proof of the fact ? And why, after we have proved it, and 
ihm; before, did he confess it, avow it, and even glory in it ? 

[ must remind your lordships, that the sum cliargcd to bo 
so taken by way of entm’lainmcnt made only a part, a singlo 
iirticlo, of the bribes charged by Knndc»>inar to have been 
n'coivcd by lS\r. Haslings ; and\Nhonwe find him conh'ssing, 
'\ii:it he could not deny, that singlo article, and evading all 
explanation respecting ihe others, and not giving any reason 
A\]f;itever why one was received and the others rejected, 
y(»ur lordships will judge of the strong presumption of his 
having taken them all, even if we had given no other proofs 
of it. \V(i t.hinlx, however, tliat wc have proved the whole 
vrry satisfactorily. But whether we have or not, the proof 
of a singlo present received is siifficient ; because the princi- 
ple to be established respecting these bribes is this — xvhether 
nr not a Governor- General, paying a visit to any of the poor, 
miserable, dependent creatures called sovereign princes in 
that co\intrv (men whom Mr. Hastings has himself declared 
to be nothing but phantoms, and that they bad no one attri- 
bute of sovereignty about them), whether, I say, be can con- 
s-ider them to be such sovereign princes as to justify his 
taking from them great sums of money by wav of a present. 
The Nabob, in fact, was not a sovci'cign prince, nor a coun- 
try power in any sense but that which the Company meant 
to exempt from the custom of making presents. It was their 
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desipjn to provciit llieir s(Tvant.s from availing tlicinselves of 
the r(*al (IrpciidfMKie of the nominal native powers to extort 
money 1‘rom tluMii under the pretonee of their sovereignty. 
>Snch ])r(*sents, so far from lading voluntary, were in reality 
obtain(?d from their w'eakness, 1 heir hopeless and unprotected 
<*ondition ; and yoii are to deeiile whether or not this ens- 
lorn, which is insisted upon by the prisoner’s counsel, willi 
great triumph, to he a thing which he could not evade, with- 
out brt*aking through all the usages of the country, and vio- 
lating prinei])les established by the most clear law of India, 
is to be admitted as his jnslitication. 

Jt was on this very account, namely, the extortion sutfered 
by tln'Sii people under the name or pretemee of presents, that 
the Company first hound their servants by a covenant, which 
voiir lordships shall now' hear read: — “ That they shall not 
take any grant of lands, or rents, or reveniu's issuing out of 
lands, or any territorial ])ossession, jurisdiction, dominion, 
power, or authority whatsoever, from any of tlui Indian 
])rinc(‘s, sonhahs, or nahobs, or any of their ministers, si*r- 
vants, or agents, for any s(‘rviee or servic(‘s, or upon any ac- 
count or prefence w ha(soevt‘r, wil hont tlu^ lict‘n<-e or consent 
of fhe eourt of directors.” 

This <*ianso in the eovenant had doubtless a regard to 
Lord Clive and to Sir Hector JMnnro, and to some otlu rs 
who had received gifts and grants of jaghiri'S and other ter- 
ritorial revenues that were confirmed by the Comjiany. Ihit 
tliough this eonlirination might he jnstitiablo at a time wlien 
w'c had no real sovereignty in the eountry, yet the Comjiany 
V(n*y wdsely jirovided afterwards that, under no pretence 
whatever, should their servants have the means of extorting 
from tlie sovereigns or pretended sov(*rcigns of the eountry 
any of their lands or possessions. Afterwanls it appear(‘d 
that there existed abuses of a similar nature, and partieularly 
(as w'as proved before us in the year 1773, and reported to 
our House, upon the evidence of jMahomed Eeza Khan) the 
])ractico of freipiently visiting the princes; and of extorting, 
under ])retonce of such visits, great sums of money. — All 
their servants, and the Govt'rnor-denoral particularly, witc 
tluMvfore obliged to enter into the following covenant: — 
‘‘That they shall not, directly or indirectly, acco])t, take, or 
receive, oi agree? to accept, take, or recc?ive, any gift, iwanh 
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gmluuy, ftll<)\vaiUM*, donation, or i'oinponsatior., in ini^liny, 
(*ff<*(rts, jewels, or ollierwise liOAVsoever, ironi any ol’ tlio 
Indian princes, sovereigns, soubahs, or nabobs, any of tbeir 
niinistera, servants, or agents, exceeding the value of 4,000 
rupcea, for any service or services performed by them in India, 
or upon any other account or pretence whatsoever.” 

l^y this covenant, iny lords, T\rr. Hastings is forhidden to 
acc»*pt, iipt)!! any prctiaice and undt*r any name whatsoever, 
any sum alune 4,000 rnjiecs ; that is to say, any sum above 
■£i00. J\ow, th(‘ sum that was here received is £18,0(X) 
sterling, hy way of a present, under the name of an allow- 
auec for an (‘iitertaininent, w'hicli is the precise thing which 
his covenant was made to prevemt. I’he covenant suffered 
him to rc'eeiye £400; — if he rc(*eived more than that money 
he became a criminal ; he had broken his covenant, and 
forfeited the obligat ion he had made with liis inashTs. Think 
\\ith yours(4v<‘s, my lords, what you will do it’ you acquit 
(he prisoiK'r of this charge. You will avow the validity, you 
will sanction the jirinciple of his defence ; l<»r as the fact is 
avowed, there is an end of that. 

(jood God, my lords! Where are wc? If tiny conceal 
il.iir gifts and ])rcseiits, they are safe by tbeir concealment; 
if tliey a^o\v tliem, tlioy are still safer. They ])h‘ad the 
cnsldiMs of the eountry, or rather the customs which wo have 
introduced into the country; customs which have been de- 
claivil to liavo tlnar foimdati«)n in a system of the most 
atiominable ('ciTiipt ion, the most llagilious extortion, the nu)st 
iircatlfiil op[)ressioM ; those very customs which th(*ir covc- 
Jiant is made to abolish. 'J'hink where yoiir lordships an*. 
You have before you a covenant, declaring that lie should 
take under no name whatever (1 do not know how words 
could be seh’cttMl iu.lbe English language more expressive) 
any sum more than £4(X). lie says, 1 have taken £18,000; 
he makes Ids counsel declare, and he di*sires your lordships 
to confn*m their declaration, that be is not only j\istitiiiblc in 
so doing, but that bo ought to do so ; that be ought to break 
his covenant, and act in direct contradiction to it. He dot's 
not even pretend to say that this money xvas intended, either 
iuwardly or outwardly, a\owedly or covertly, for the Com- 
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pany’a Morvioe. ITe pat absolutely into his own pocKil; 
dtJl 8,000 besides his salary. 

Consider, my lords, the consequences of this species of 
iniquity. If any servant of the Company, high in station, 
chooses to make a visit from Calcutta to Moorshedabad, which 
Moorshedabad was then the residence of our principal revenue 
govcrumciit ; if ho should choose to take an airing for liis 
liealth ; if he has a fancy to make a little voyage for pleasure 
as far as ■Moorshedabad, in one of those hamisoiiie barges or 
budgerows of which you have heard so much in his charge 
against Nundcomaiv—he can put £20,000 into his pocket anv 
day he pleases, in detianceof all our acts of parliament, cove- 
nants, and regulations. 

Do you make your laws, do you make your covenants, for 
the very purpose of their being ev.aded ? Is this the [)urposi‘ 
for which a British tribunal sits here, to furnish a subject for 
an epigram, or a tale for the laughter of the world ? Belicvi*, 
1 . 10 , my lords, the world is not to be thus triHed with. But, 
my lore Is, yon will never tritie with your duty. You have a 
gross, liorrid piece of eorruplioii before you, impudently con- 
fessed, and more imj)U(h!ntly defended. But yon will not 
siitfei* AFr. Hastings to say, J have only to go toAIoorshcdabad, 
or t«) order tluj Xabob to meet me half way, and J can set 
.aside and laugh at all your covenants and acts of parliament. 
Is this all the force and pow(‘r of the covenant, by which 
you would prevent the servants of the Company from eom- 
initting acts of fraud and opj)ression ; that they have nothing 
to do hilt to amnsi‘ themselves with a lour of pleasure to 
IMoorshedabad, in order to put any sum of money in their 
pocket that they please ? 

But they justify themselves by saying, such things ha\e 
been practised before. Nodoub"- they have ; and these cove- 
Giants were made that they should not be practised any mor<‘. 
But your ]ordsliip.s are de.sired to say, that the very custom 
wliich the covenant is made to destroy — the very grievaiieo 
itself, may be pleaded ; — the abuse shall he admitted to il«'- 
Htroy the hnv made to prevent it. It is impossible, 1 venture 
to say, that your lordships should act thus. The conduct of 
the criminal is not half so abhorrent as the justification is 
ftlfronung to justice j whilst it tends to viliiy and degrade 
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tlio dignity nf t lio tV-eragej uud the character nf the Oommona 
i/f Great Britain, before tlie former and against the latter ot* 
which such a justification is produced in the face of the world. 

At tlie same time that wo call for your justice upon this 
mail, wo beseech you to remember, the severest justice upon 
liim is the tendijrest pity towards the innocent victims of 
his crimes. Consider what was aLthat time the state of the 
])eoplo, from whom, in direct demmee of his covenant, he 
took this sum of niouoy. Were they at this time richer, 
were they more opulent, was the state of the country more 
Il«)iirishing, than when Mr. Sumner, when Mr. Vansittart, in 
shoi't, than when the long line of Mr. Hastings’s predecessors 
visited that country ? jSTo ; they were not. — Mr. Hastings at 
tin's very time had reduced the Nabob’s income from £450,000 
slerliiig a year, exclusive" of other considerable domains and 
revenues, to £1 GO, 000. He was indeed an object of com- 
passion. -llis I'evenues bad not only been reduced, during 
liis stale of minority, but they were reduced when he after- 
wards continued in a state in which he could do no one valid 
tict ; and yet, in this state, he w’^as made competent to give 
away, under the name of comptnisation for entertainments, 
tiie sum of £18,000 j perhaps at that time nearly all he had 
ill the world. 

Jiook at your minutes, and you will find Mr. Hastings had 
just before this time said, that the bread of ten thousand per- 
r'Oiis, many of tbom of high rank, depended upon the means 
()osscssod by the Nabob for their support ; that his heart was 
cut and atllicted to see himself obliged to ruin and starve so 
many of the Mahoinedan nobility ; the greatest part of whose 
yet remaining miserable allowances were now taken away. 
Yon know, and you will forgive me again remarking, that it 
is the iiJitiirc of the eagles and more generou.s birds of prey 
to fall upon living healthy victims ; but that vultures and 
carrion crows, and birds of that base and degenerate kind, 
always prey upon dead or dying carcases. It is upon ruined 
bouses, it is upon decayed families, it is upon extinguished 
nobility, that Mr. ITastiiigs chooses to prey, and to justify 
his making them his prey. 

But again we hear, my lords, that it is a custom, upon 
ceremonial and complimentary visits, to receive these pres- 
ents. Do not let us deceive ourselves. Mr. Hastings was 
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there upon no visit cMlIicr of ciTeinony or politics ; he wjia ;t 
inernbor, at tliat time, of the committee of circuit wliich 
went to M ^orshedabad for the purpose of establishing a sy si enj 
of revenue in tlic country ; ho went up upon that business 
only as a member of llie committee of circuit, for wliii li 
business ho was, like oilier members of the coiumHtoe of 
circuit, amply paid, ill addition to liis cmoliimcuts as Govern- 
or, which amoujitod toalioiit £80.000 a y(‘ar. JS^ot satislh'il 
with tliose emolumi'ul.s, and wilhout ineurring new known 
expense of any kind or sort, ht^ was j>:ii(l for the extra tn- 
])enses of his journey, as appears in your minutes, like ollu r 
members of the committet^ of eircuit. In fact, lie was on no 
visit there at all. Jle was merely exoeuting his duty in tln^ 
settlement of the reveinu', as a iiKMiiber of the committi'c of 
circuit. I do not imnn to praise the committee of circuit in 
any way ; God forbid 1 should; for wc know that it was a 
committee of robbers. Ho was there as one of that eoiii- 
inittco, whhili J am [)retty wvll justilied in describing as I 
have done, because tln^ court of din'ctors, together with tlm 
Eoard of Control, did, in the year 17H(), declare that the llvt' 
years* settlement (which originahnl in that cominitt(‘e) was 
a thing bought and sold ; your lordships may read it w hen- 
ever you please, in the SOth ])aragraph of their lelior. 

Your lordships are now fully in possession of all the facts 
upon w'liich w’o charge the prisoner with peculation, by ex- 
torting or receiving large sums of money, upon pretence of 
visits, or in compensation of entertainments. 1 appeal to your 
lordships’ consciences for a siM’ions and impartial considera- 
tion of oiir charge. This is a business not to be Imrriod ovjt 
in the mass, as amongst the acts of a great man, w ho may 
have his little errors among his great services ; no ; you caii- 
not, as a judicial body, huddle a!’ this into a hotchpotch, ami 
decide upon it in a hea]). You will havelo ask yoursi‘]vi*s, 
Is this justifiable by his covenant ; is this justifiable by law ; 
is this justifiable under the circiimstanees of the ease, by 
an enlarged discretion? Is it to be justified under any 
principles of humanity ? Would it be justifiable by local 
customs, if such were applicable to the case in question ; and 
even, if it were, is it a practice fit for an English Goveriuw- 
Hener. i to follow ? 

1 dwell the longer nnon this, because the fact is avowed: 
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tlie wliole is an issue of law between us, whether a Govern- 
or-General, in such a case, ought to take such money ; and 
therefore, before I finally dismiss it, I bog leave to restate it 
briefly once more for your lordships’ consideration. 

First, I wish to leave fixed in your lordships’ minds, what 
is distinctly fixed, and shall never go out of ours, that his 
covenant did not allow him to take above £100 as a present, 
upon any pretence whatsoever. 

Tour lordsliijw will observe, wo eoiiteiid that, ii there was 
a custom, this covenant puts an end to that custom. It was 
iU clared and intended so to do. The fact is, that, if such 
custom existed at all, it was a custom applicable only to an 
aiuhassador or public minister, sent on a necessary compli- 
mentary visit to a sovereign j)rince. AVo deny positively 
that there is any such general custom. AVe say, that he never 
was any such minister, and that h(‘ never went upon any such 
complimentary visit. We aflinn, that when he took this 
liiouey ho was doing an act of cpiite another nature, and 
came upon that business only to Aloorshodabad, the residence 
of the prince of the country. Now, do you call a man who 
is going to execute a commission, a commission more severe 
than those issued against bankrupts — a commission to take 
a\\ay half a man’s ineome, and to starve a whole body of 
ptnplf* de[)end(’nt ii])on that income, — do you call tliisacom- 
t)liiuentary visit ? Is this a visit for which a man is to have 
great entertainments given him? No; the j)retcnce for 
taking this money is worse than the act itself. When a man 
!s going to CKcaaite upon another such ha?‘sh cruelty, wlien 
lie is giiing ii[)()n a service at wliich lie hiinsflf says hi.s mind 
must n‘volt, is that prc'cisely the time whmi he is to take 
from his undone host a present, as if he was upon a visit of 
compliiiKMit, or about to confer some honour or henellt upon 
him, — to aiigiiumt his revenues, to add to his lerrilorie.s, or 
to conclude some valuable treaty with liim ? AVas this ii 
proper time to take at all from an helpless minor so large a 
sum of money ? And here 1 shall leave this matter for your 
lordships’ consideration, after reminding you that this ])Oor 
Nabob is still at Aloorshedabad, and at the inorcy of any 
Fnglish gentleman who may choose to take £18,000 or any 
other given sum of money from liim, after the example of 
the prisoner at your bar, if it should be sanctioned by your 
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connhancc. Yur difteroiifc was llic example set liim Ly 
Ckneral Clavering. In page 1269, your lordships Avill find 
the most honourable testimony to the uprightness and fidelity 
of this meritorious servant of the Company. It runs thus : 
** Conceiving it to be the intention of the legislature t^iat 
the Q-overnor- General and members of the council slioiild r(*- 
ceive no presents, either from the Indian powers or any p('r- 
Bons whatever, he [General Clavering] lias strictly (‘omplied, 
since his arrival here, both w ith the spirit and the letter of 
*^;he act of parliament, and has accordingly returned all the 

f »rescnts which have been made to him.’* I have dwelt thus 
ong upon this subject, not merely upon ac(!ount of its own 
corrupt character, wdiich has been sutliciently stigmatized by 
my honourable colleague, but upon account of the principle 
that is laid down by the prisoner, in his defence of his con- 
duct, — a principle directly leading to a continuance of tlu' 
same iniquitous practice, and subversive of every attempt to 
check or control it, 

I must beg leave to recall your lordships’ attention to 
another but similar instance of his peculation,— another and 
new mode of taking presents. — 1 mean the ])resent which 
Mr. Hastings took through Gunga Govin Sing from those 
farmers of the revenues amongstwhom ho had distrihiited 
the pillage of the whole country. This scandalous breach, of 
his covenant he attempts to justify, by the iinvard intent i(»n 
of his own mind to apj)ly the money so taken to the ])nblic 
service. Upon thi.s, my lords, I shall only observe, that this 
plea of an inward intention in his own mind may, if ad- 
mitted, justify any evil act whatever of this kind. You 
have seen liow presents from the jXabob arc justified. You 
have seen how the taking a sum of money, or allowance for 
entertainment, directly contrary the eovimant, how' that is 
attempted to be justified. You see in w hat manner he ju.'^ti- 
fies this last-mentioned act of peculation, and your lordships 
wull now have to decide upon the validity of these pleas. 
TiuTe still remains unobserved upon an instance of bis mal- 
versation wholly new in its kind, to which 1 will venture to 
desire vour lordships very seriously to turn your attention. 
In all ' 'le cases of peculation or malversation in office that 
ever have been tried before this high court, or before auT 
lower court of judicature, in all the iudinal n cords of modern 
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or of antiquity, youAvill not find anything in any div 
grco like it. We have all, in our early education, read the 
Verrh.e Orations. Wo may read them, not merely to in- 
Ftruet us, as they will do, in the principles of eloquence, and 
to acquaint us with the manners, customs, and laws of tho 
ancient Komaiis, of which they arc an abundant repository ; 
hut we may read them from a much higher motive. Wo 
may read them from a motive which the great author had 
doubtless in his view, when by publishing them lu; left to 
the world and to the lalc'st posterity a moiuimciit, by whicli 
it might be seen what course a great j)iiblie accuser, in a 
great public cause, ought to pursue ; and, as conneeted with 
it, what course judges ought to pursue, iud(‘ciding upoji such 
a cause, lu those Orations you will find almost every ii]- 
stance of rapacity and peculation wliich we (‘barge u|)on Mr. 
Hastings. Undoubtedly, many Koman and English govcu’nors 
liave received corrupt gifts and bribes, uiulor various pre- 
tences. But in the cause before your lordships, there is one 
spcKies of disgrace in the conduct of the party accused whi(dx 
I defy you to find in Yerres, or in tho whole tribe of Komaii 
j)CC»ifators, in any goveruor-goneral, pro-consul, or viceroy. 
I desire you to consid<‘r it not intended, in any other class of 
crimes, but as a species apart by itself. It is an individual, 
a single case : but it is like the plnenix, it makes a class or 
species by itself — I im^aii ibe business of Xobkissin. The 
iijoney taken from him was not momw pretended to bo r('- 
ceived ill lieu of eiitertaiiimeut ; it was not money taken 
from a iarmcr-goneral of revenue, out of an idea that his 
proiits w’erc unreasonable, and greater ilian government 
oiiglit. to allow' ; it was not a donation from a great man, as an 
act of bis bounty. No; it was a sum of money talaui from 
a private individual, or rather, as lias betui prov(?d to you by 
Mr. Larkins, his own book-kecqier, immey borrowed, foi* whi(di 
h*? had engaged to give his bond. That be had actually de- 
posited bis bond for this money, Mr. Larkins has proved to 
you; and that the bond was carried to Nobkissin’s credit, in 
his account with the government. But Mr. Hastings, when 
he was called u])ou for the money, withdraws the bond; be 
will not pay the money, he refused to pay it upon tho applica- 
tions made" to him, both in India and hero at home; and ho 
now comes to your hardships, and says, 1 borrowed this money; 
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I iutended to p[ivc my bond for it, as has been proved before 
you ; but I must have it for my own use. Wc have lieard 
of governors being everything that is bad and wicked ; but 
a governor putting himself in the situation of a common cheat, 
of a common swindler, never was, I believe, heard of since 
the creation of the world, to tliis day. Tliis does not taste 
of the common oppressions of power ; tliis does not taste of 
the common abuses of oilice ; but it in no way differs from 
one of those base swindling cases that come to be tried, and 
heavily punished, in the King’s Hench every day. This is 
neither more nor l(?ss than a ])lain barefai'cal cheat. . 

Now, my lords, let us see Jiow it is justified. To justify' 
openly and directly a cheat, to justify a fraud upon an in- 
dividual, is rcscrv(‘d for our times. Rut, good Heavens, what 
a justification have wc here! Oh, my lords, consider into 
what a state Indian corriiptioii has brouglit us in tliis country, 
when any person can be found to come to the bar of tin? 
House of Jiords, and say, I did cheat; I did didVand ; I did 
promise and gave my bond ; 1 have now withdrawn it; but 1 
will account for it to you as to a gang of roblxu's concerm^d 
with me in the transaction. 1 confess I robbed this man, but 
I have acted as trustee for the gang. (.)l)s(‘rve what I have 
done for the gang ; come forward, Mr. A uriol, and prove w hat 
handsome biidgcrows I gave the Company ; were not they 
elegantly painted, beautifully gilt, charming and commodi- 
ous ? I made use of them as long as I had occasion ; and, 
tliniigh they arc little worse for wear, and would hardly suffer 
the least per centago dednefion from prime cost upon them, 
I gave them to the (A)inpaiiy. Oh, I did not put the money 
into my own pocket; I provided for myself, and wore a suit 
of lace clothes, wlicn 1 was Jew bail for some of this Com- 
pany ; it will turn, for it is hardly tf. worse for wear, though 
T appeared two or three times iii different charfictcrs, as bait 
for you on such and such an occasion ; I therefore set off 
these items against this money which I gained by swindling 
on your account. It is true I also picked such a one’s 
pocket of a watch ; hero it is ; I have worn it as long as it 
was convenient; now I give the watch to the Company, and 
let them send it to the ])awnhroker for what it will bring 
Besides ali this, I maiiitaijied aid-de-eamps for you, and gave 
them house rent. (By the Ava' , my lords, A^hat sort of aid- 
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do-jamps were thcstj ? AVho made liiin a military man, and to 
have such a legion of aid-de-camps ?) ]^nt, says ho, I paid 

liouse rent for tlierii ; tliat is, in other words, I paid at night 
rollars and houses in Saint Giles’s sixpence a wc(‘k for some 
of tiie gang. (This, my lords, is the real spirit of tiu; whole 
])rocecding, and more especially of the last item in it.) Then, 
Bays he, 1 was the gang’s schoolmaster, and tauglit lessons 
on their account. I founded a Mahomedan scliool (your 
lordships have already heard something of this shameful allair, 
of this scene of iniciuity, 1 think of such inujuity as the 
worhl never yet had to blush at). I founded a Mahomedan 
collcgtj for your use, and 1 bore the expense of it from Sep- 
iiinbcr, 1780, when 1 placed a professor there, called !Muged 
O’dcn. This IMuged O’den was to perfect men by contract, 
ill all the arts and sciences, in about six moiilbs ; aud the 
chief purpose of tlie school was, as Mr. Hastings biinself 
ti lls you, to breed theologians, magistrates, and molavies, 
lliat is to say, judges and doctors of law, who were to be 
soinothiug like our masters in clinneory, the assessors of 
judges, to assist tliem iii their judgments. Such was tlu; 
cuil('go touiuled by Mr. Hastings, and lie soon afterwards 
•ippropriatcd one of the Company’s estates (I am spe^aking of 
malt LIS of public notoriety) worth £3,000 a year, for its sup- 
port. Heaven be praised, that Mr. Hastings, when be was 
resolved to be pious and mnniticent, and to be a great found- 
er, chose a Mahomedan rather than a Christian foundation; 
so that our religion was not disgraced hy such a foundation. 

0])scrve how lie charges the expense of the foundation to 
1h • ( ^orupany twice over. — He first makes them set aside an 
cr tale of £3,000 a year ftir its support, lii what maunor 
this income was applied during IMr. Jlastings’s stav in India 
no man living knows ; but we know tliat, at his d(*parturc, 
oiitJ of the last acts ho did was to desire it should he ])ut into 
the hands of Mnged O’den. He afterwards, ns you have 
seen, takes credit to himself with tlie Company, fur the ex- 
penses relative to this college. 1 must now introduce your 
lordships to the last visitation that was made of this college. 
Tt was visited by order of Lord Cornwallis in the year 17SS, 
upon the complaints made against it, which 1 have already 
mentioned to your lordships, — that it nns a sink of filth, ver- 
and misery. Mr. Ch;ipiuap, who was? the visitor 
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the friend of Mr. I Fastings, declaims lluit lie eoulil nut sit Iti 
it even for a few minutes. His words are, “ The wix'tclied, 
squalid figures that from every part ran out upon me «[>- 
peared to be more like anything else than students.’* In 
fact a universal outcry was raised by the whole city against 
it, not only as a receptacle of every kind of abuse ; not only 
of filth and excrements, which made it stink in the natural 
nostrils, but of worse filth, which made it insuflerably oficn- 
sive to the moral nostrils of every inhabitant. Such is the 
account given of a college supported at an expense of £11,000 
a year (a handsome foundation for a college), and for building 
which the Company was charged £5,CX)0 ; though no vouch- 
ers of its expenditure were ever given by INFr. Hastings. But 
this is not all. AVhen Lord Cornwallis came to inquire info 
it, he found that Muged O’deii had sunk the income of the. 
estates from £3,000 to £2,000 a year. In short, that it had 
been a scene of peculation, both by the masters and scholars, 
as well as of abandonment to every kind of vicious and licen- 
tious courses ; and all this w ithout the shadow of any benefit 
/laving been derived from it. The visitors expressly inquired 
whether there was any good mixed with all this evil; and 
they found it was all bad ami mischievous from one end ti> 
the other. Your lordships will remark, that the great e.d, 
part of this disgusting business must have been knowji to ]\Ir. 
Hastings when ho gave to jMuged O’den the disposal ol' 
£3,000 a year. — And now, my lords, can yon vote this monev, 
expended in the manner xvhich 1 have stated to you, be a 
set-off in his favour, in an account for money which was itself 
swindled from a private individual ? 

But there still remains behind another moT’o serious matt it 
belonging to this afi’air, and I hope yoiixvill not think that T 
am laying too much stress upon It, when T declare, that if I 
were to select from the whole of his conduct one tiling movt? 
dishonourable than another to the IFritish nation, it would he 
that which I am now about to mention. I wdll leave your 
lordships to judge of the sincerity of this declaration, when 
you shall have heard read a paper produced bv the prisoner 
in justification of conduct such as I have atat/.d his to have 
been. It is the razynama, or attestation of T*Iuniiy Bogmn 
(the w^oman whom Mr. Hastings placed in the seat of justim 
ua that country), conrorning this college, made preeisel* at 
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iliotnncof tins by Lord Cornwallis iiilo tlio nuiii- 

of it. Your lordships will see what soi t of things 
attestations are from that country ; that they are attestations 
procured in diametrical contradiction to the certain hnow- 
ledge of the party attesting. It is in ])nge 2350 of your min- 
utes. Indeed, my lords, these are pagi's wliiirh, unless tliey 
are clfaced by your judgment, will lise up in jiidgiiKMit 
against us, some day or oilier. 

‘‘ Ife [Mr. ITasiings] respected the b'arncd and Aviso men, 
and, in order for the propagation of learning, he built a col- 
lege, and endowed it with a provision for the maintenance of 
the students, iiisomucli that thousands reaping the beneliis 
thereof offer np their prayers for the prosperity of the king 
of England, and for th(‘ success of the Company.” 

I must here remind your lordships of another attestation 
of the same character, and to the same eHe(‘t. It comes from 
IMahonied Ecza Khan, who, ns your lordships will nuneniber, 
liad been reduced by Mr. Hastings from a situation of tho 
highest rank and authority, with an income of suitable mag- 
nitude, to one of comparative insignifieance, with a small 
salary annexed. This man is made to disgrace himself, and 
to abet the disgra(‘C and injury done to his country, by bear- 
ing his testimony to tlie merits of this very college. 

f hojie your lordshijis Avill never lose siglit of this aggra- 
valing cireuinstancc of tho prisoner’s criminality, namely, 
that you never find any wicked, fraudulent, and criminal act, 
in which you do not find the persons wlio sidlcred by it, and 
must liave lieeii well acquainted Avith it. to be the very ])er- 
sons A\ho ai’o brought to attest in its favour. O Heaven! 
hut let sliame for one moment; veil its face, let indignation 
suppress its feelings, Avh list I again call upon you to view all 
this as a more swindling transaction, in which the prisoner 
Avas attempting to defraud the Company. Mr. J Fastings has 
declar(‘d, and you will find it upon the Coiiqiany’s records, 
that tliis institution (Avhieh cost the Company not less than 
£40,000 in one way or other) did not commence before Oc- 
tober, in the year 1780 ; and he brings it before tlie board 
ui April, 1781, that is. about six months after its foundation. 
jr,oL at hir, other accriinf, in \vhi*:h he inahes it to bo- 
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pin in tlic year 1770, and in which ho has therefore ov(*r. 
charpei the expenses of it a whole year ; but Mr. Larkins, 
W'lio kept tliis latter account for liiin, may have been inaccu- 
rate. (jiood Heavens! wdicre arc we? Mr. Hastings, wlio 
was bred an accountant, who was bred in all sorts of trade 
and business, declares that he keeps no accounts. Thou 
comes JVIr. Larkins, who keeps an a;*count for him ; but lu* 
keeps a false account. Indeed, all the accounts from India, 
from one end to another, are nothing hut a series of fraud, 
w'hile Mr. Hastings was coiicenied in tiiem. Mr. Larkins 
who keeps his private account just as his master kept the 
jmblic accounts, has swindled from the Company a whole 
year’s expenses of this college. I should not thus re])eatedly 
dwell upon this trnnsndion, but because 1 wish your lord- 
ships to bo cautious how you admit such accounts at all to 
1)0 given in evidence, into the truth of which you cannot 
poiietrato in any regular way. Upon the face of the two 
accounts there is a gross fraud. It is no matter which is 
true or false ; as it is an account which you are in no situa- 
tion to decide upon. I lay down this as a fixed judicial rule, 
that no judge ought to receive an account (which is as s(‘ri- 
ous a ])art of a judicial proceeding as can bo ) i he correctness 
of which he has no means of ascertaining, but must depend 
upon the solo word of the accountant. 

Having stated tlicreforc the nature of the oflence, xvhich 
diflers nothing from a common dog- trot fraud, such as wo 
see amongst the meanest of mankind, your lordships will be 
cautious how you admit these, or any other of his pretended 
services, to be set off against his crimes. These stand on 
record confessed bedbro you ; the former, of whi(di you can 
form no just estimate, and into which you cannot enter, rest 
for their truth upon his own a.^sei*tious ; and they all are 
found, upon the very face of tlumi, to carry marks of fraud 
as well as of wdckrMliu'ss. 

I have only furl her t»> observe 1o your lordsliips, that this 
Muged O’ don, who, under tlic ])atronage of ]\Ir. Hastings, 
was to do all these wonders, Ijord Cornwallis turned out of 
liis olfico with every mark of disgrace, when he attempted 
to put iuto some more respectable stale that cstaldishuuMit 
w hich Mr. Hastings had made a sink of abuse. 

I here cfuiclude all that 1 have tc »av upon tliia business^ 
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thisliUg iliat your lordships will yoursclv(‘s uuuv oHhiuIod. 
and justice more insulted, by the dclcnctj than by tlic criiiu- 
nal acts of the prisoner at your bar; and that your lordships 
will concur with us in thinking, that to make this uidiappy 
people make those attestations, knowing the direct contrary 
of every word which they say to be the truth, is a shocking 
aggT’avation of his guilt. T say tluy must know it. Por 
Lord Cormvallis tolls you it is notorious; and if you think 
lit to inquire into it, you will hud that it was unusually 
notorious. 

- ]\ly lords, we have now brought to a conclusion our oh- 
Hcrvation upon the elfccts producc'd hy that m.ass of oppn's- 
sions which wo have stated and proved btdore your lordships, 
namely, its effects upon the revenues and upt>u the public 
servants of tbe Company. We have shown you lunv greatly 
tlic former were diminished, and in w hat manner the lalt»‘r 
were r(‘duced to the worst of all bad states, a state of sub- 
serviency to the will oft be Cover nor- (i(‘U(‘ral. I have shown 
yair lordships that in this state they wen^ Tiot oidy rendi‘rt*d 
ineapahle of p(‘rl()rming their own duty, but w(‘r() fitted for 
the worst of all ])urpos(‘s, eoiiptn'aiiun with him in the j)er- 
pel ration of bis eriininal aets, and collusion with him in the 
c<'Mcealmont of them. I have lastly to speak of thesc elU‘ets, 
as they regard the general state and widfare of the country. 
And here your lordshij)s will ])ermit mt' to r(*ad tlitj (‘videnee 
given by Lord Cornwallis, a witness ealii*d by tiu* prisoner at 
your bar, Mr. Hastings liiiiisidf. 

I'he evidence of Lord Cornwallis, page Q. 

Wht'lher your lordsliip recolhrts an aeeoniit that \oii Inue 
given to the court of directors, in your h‘tter of tlie 12 ju 1 of 
August, 1780, couceruiug the state of those proviuees ^ H. I 
really could not vcml ure to be pavtieular as to any Iciter I 
may have written so long sinee, as 1 have brought no copies 
of my letters with me from India, having left them at Ben- 
gal when I w^ciit to the coast.-- Q. Whether your lordship 
recollects in any letter that you wrote about the 2nd of Au- 
gust, 1780, paragraph 18, any expressions to tins eiVect, 
namely, ‘I am sorry to be obliged to say, that agriculture 
and internal commerce have, for many years, been gradually 
declining, and that at present, excepting tbe class of shroflii 



411 SPIEril TfT THE IiIP£irtIittS"T 0? 

and banyans, who reside ulnio'?! ontiroly in ^rreat luwn.s, ins 
inhabitants of these provinces were advancing liastily tu a 
general state of poverty and wretchedness;' whether your 
lordship retrollects that you have written a letter to that 
ellect ? A, I cannot take upon me to recollect the ^vords of 
a letter that I have written five years ago, but I cjncliido 
I must have written to that efiect. — Q, AVhether your 
lordship recollects, that in the immeiliately following para- 
graph, the 19th, you wrote to this efiect: ‘In this descrip. 
tion, namely the foregone description, I must even inchuio 
almost every zemindar in the Company’s t(*rritories, w^hich, 
though it may have been partly occasioned by their own 
indolence and extravagam^e, I am afraid must also be in » 
great measure attributed to the defects of our former system 
of management, paragraph 20. The settlement, in con- 
formity to yonr ordcM’s, will only be made for ten years cur- 
tain, with the iiotiiication of its being your intention to 
tletdare it a j)erpetnal, an unalterable assessment of these 
provinces, if tlu annnint and the principles upon which it 
has been made should meet with your approbation ; ' whether 
your lordship recollects to have written something to the 
ellect of these two last paragra])h3, as wa*ll as of the first? 
A, I do recollect that I did write it ; but in that letter t 
alluded to the former system of annual assessments. — Q, 
Whether your lordship recollects, that you wrote, on or about 
the ] 8th. of September, 1780, in one of your minutes, thus, 
‘ I may safely assert, that one third of the Company’s terri- 
tory in Indostan is now a jungle, inhabited only by wild 
beasts ; will a ten years’ lease induce any proprietor to clear 
aw^ay that jungle, and encourage the rajot to come and culti- 
vate his lands, when at the end of that lease he must tiitber 
submit to be taxed ad libitum fo ' the newly cultivated lands, 
or lose all hopes of deriving any benefit from his labour, for 
■which, perhaps, by that time he will hardly be repaid?* 
whether your lordship recollects a minute to that efiect? 
A, I perfectly recollect to have written that minute. — Q, Now 
with respect to a letter, dated November the 3rd, 1788, para- 
graph 38 containing the following sentiments: ‘I shall 
therefore only remark in general, that, from frequent changes 
of system or other reasons, much is wanting to establish 
good order and reg ilations in the internal business of the 
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iniinliy, anil that, from various causes, by far tlie greatest 
part of the zeiiiiiidars, aud other landholders and renters, are 
fallen into a state much below tliat of wealth and affluence ; 
this country, however, when the fertility of its soil and the 
iudiistry and ingenuity of its numerous inliabitaiits are taken 
into consideration, must unquestionably be admitted to be 
one of the hnest in the world ; and with the uniform atten- 
tion of government to moderation in exaction, and to a duo 
administration of justice, may long prove a source of great 
riclies, both to the Coin|)any and to Britain. Paragrapli 39. 

1 am persuaded, that by a train of judicious measures the 
land revenue of these proviuees is capable in time of being 
increased; but consistent with the principles of liumanity 
and even those of your own interest, it is only by adoj)ting 
im asures for the gradual cultivation and improvement ot 
these waste lands, and by a gentle and cautious plan for the 
I'j sumption of lands that liave been fraudulently alienated, 
ihat it ought ever to be attempted to be accomplished. Men 
nf speculative and sanguine dispositions, and others, either 
from the ignorance ot‘ thtj subject, or with views of recom- 
iiiciiding themselves to your favour, may conlidently hold 
Icrth specious grounds to encourage you to hope that a great 
am! immediate acct‘ssion to that branch of your revenue might 
be practicable ; rny public duty obliges me to caution you, in 
llu* most serious manner, against listening to propositions 
^^hich recommend this attempt, becaust^ 1 am clearly coii- 
\:ii(ed that if carried into execution they would be attended 
V it li the most baneful consequences. Paragraph 40. Des- 
l<‘rat(' advent livers, without fortune or character, would un- 
♦ umbtodly be found, as has already been too often experienced, 
to rent the ditlej-ent districts of the country at the highest 
rates that could be put upon them ; that the delusion would 
be of a short duration, and the impolicy and inhumanity of 
t be plan would, when perhaps too late for effectual remedy, 
hi*come apparent by the complaints of the people and the dis- 
appointments at the treasury in the payments of the revenue, 
and would probably terminate in the ruin and depopulation 
of the unfortunate country ; * whether your lordship recol- 
h‘cts to have written anything to that effect about that time ? 
A, I perfectly recollect having written the extracts that liavo 
been read.’* 
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INly lords, Lord Coriuvallia has hoi'ii oallod, he; lias herji 
examined betbre you. We stopped our proceedings ten uau 
for the purpose of taking his evidenee. We do not rogivt 
this delay ; and he has borne the testimony whioli you liave 
heard, to tiie efteets of IVlr. Hastings’s government; of a 
eountry once the most fertile and cultivated ; of a ];Cople tlu; 
most industrious, flourishing, and happy; that tlie one ^\as 
wasted and desolated, the other reduced to a condition «if 
want and misery ; and that the zemindars, that is, the nol»ilil y 
and gmiti’y of the country, were so beggared, as not to lu' 
able to giv(; evem a common deetmt ediufation to tlieir cliil. 
dren, notwithstanding the foundation of Mr. Hastings’s col- 
leges. You have heard this noble person, who had been uii 
eye-witness of wdiat he relates, supplicating for their relief, 
and expressly staling, that most of the complicaU'd miseries, 
and perhaps the cruellest of the afflictions they endun'd, aroso 
from the management of the country liaving been taken out 
of the hands of its natural rulers, and givt*n up to Mr. Hast- 
ings’s farnuM’s, namely, the banyans of Caleiitta. fl’liese aiv 
the things that ought to go to your lordships’ hearts. Y»)ii 
see a country wasted and desolated. You see a third of it 
become a jungle fur wild b<‘asts. You s(‘e the otlua* parh 
oppressed by persons in the form and sliap(' of imm, but w illi 
all the character and disposition of beasts (»f prey. This stalj^ 
of the country is brought before you, and by the most um x- 
eeptioiiable evidenee, being brought forward through Mr. 
Ha.stings himself. This (;videiu*e, whatevtT opinion you may 
euiertaiii of the eflVontm’y or of the impudence of tlie criin- 
iiial who has produced it, is of double and tn‘hlc ibrcc. Ami 
yet at the very tinu; w in ii f.ord Cornwallis is giving this staU‘- 
inent of the country niid its iidiahif ant.s, at the very time wlma 
he is calling for pity upon th- ir condition, arc these pt'cplc 
brought forward to bear testimony to the benign and auspicious 
government of Mr. J fastings, directed, as your lordships know 
it was, by the merciful ami upright (Linga (toviii Sing. 

liry lords, you have now the evidence of Lord Cornwallis, 
on the one hand, and the razynarnas of India, on the other. 
But before 1 dismiss this part of my subject, 1 must call yom’ 
lordships’ attention to another authority; to a declaration, 
Btrictiy speaking h\fj/al, of the state to wliich onr Indian 
proviiicea WTre reduced, and of tlie oppressions which they 
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have sufFered during tlio govcriiiiieut of Mr. Hastings. I 
ppoak of tlic act 24 Geo. IJI., cap. 25; intituled, “JVn Act . 
for tlie better regulation and management of the affairs ot 
tlie India Company, and of the British Possessions in 
India , and for establishing a court of judicature for the moro 
speedy and effectual trial of persons atHJUscd of offences com- 
iiiitti‘d ill tlui East Indies ; ’* § 30. 

jMy lords, here is an act of ]>arliament ; here are regulations 
eiiaeiod in conseciuence of an iiupiiry which had been directed 
fo be made into tln^ grievances of India for tlie redress of 
tliem. This act of parliament declares the existence of 
i>ppi’i?ssions in the country. AVhat oppressions were they ? 
The opj)ressions wliieh it suffered by being let out to tho 
fiiriniM's of tho Company’s revenues. AVho was the person 
lliat sold thcs(‘ revenues to the farmers? AVarnai Hastings. 
Py Avhom wi're Ihese o]>pressious notified 1o tlie court of 
directors? By Lord (Cornwallis. Upon wliat occasion wer(5 
tliosc ]ett(}rs written by my liOrd Cornwallis? They were 
answers to inquiries made by the (?ourt of din^ctors, and 
ordered by an act of parliament to bo ma(h\ Tlie cxiatence 
then of the grievances, and tho cause of tliem, are expressly 
dedal ed in an act of j)arliament. It ordtTs an inquiry, and 
J.'.'nl Cornwallis, ill conseqnenee of that inquiry, transmits to 
tlH‘ court of directors tliis very information ; he gives you 
this identical state of the country ; so that it is consolidated, 
mixed, and embodied xvitb an act of parliament itself, xvhich 
no powi r on earth, I trust, but the power that made it, can 
shake. I trust, I say, that neither we, the Commons, nor 
yoij, iiie Lords, nor his Alajesty, the sovereign of this country, 
can siiake one xvord of this act of parliament, — can invalidate 
the truth of its diiclaration, or the authority of the persons, 
men of high honour and charaeler, that made that inquiry 
and this report. Your lordships must repeal this act in order 
to acquit JVlr. Hastings. 

But Mr. Hastings and his counsel have ])rodiiced evidiMico 
against this act of parliament, against the order of the court 
of directors, liy which an inquiry and report were made under 
that act, against Lord Cornwallis’s return to that inquiry ; 
and now, once for all, hear what the mis»(‘ral)le wretches are 
themselves made to say, to invalidate the act of parliameiit, 
to invalidate tho autlmnly of tiio court of directors, to inv!> 

VOL. vin. ' ^ g 
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lidatc the evidence of an official rt‘tnrn of Lord ConA alii.i 
under tlie act. IVay liear wliat tliese miserable cri'aturca 
describe as an clysiuin, s|3eaking with raptui-e of their satis- 
faction under the gOYCiTiment of Mr. Hastings. 

“All we, zemindars, choudriea, and talookdars i)f tlic dis- 
trict of Akbarnagur, commonly called Itajo Mhal, in the kino- 
dom of Bengal, have heard that the gentlemen in England 
are displeased with Mr. Hastings, on siisiiieion that lie (»[>- 
pressed us inhabitants of this place, took our money by deceit 
and force, and ruined the country; tliereforo wc, upon tiu 
strength of our religion and religious tenets, which we ludd 
as a duty upon ns, and in order to aet conformable to llio 
duties of God, in delivering evidence, relate the ])raisi‘\vorlliy 
actions, full of prudence and reiditude, friiuidship and polit 
ness, of Mr. Hastings, possessed of great abilities and iiiidcr- 
standiiig, and by rejirt'seniing facts, remove llie doubts Hint 
have possessed the minds of the gentlemen in England; 
that Mr, Hastings distributed j)roteetion and security to re- 
ligion, and kindness and peace to all ; he is free from the 
cliargc of emhezzleinent mid fraud, and that his lieart is voiil 
of covetousness and avidity ; diiriiig the jieriod of his govern- 
ment, no one exiicrieneed from him other than protection and 
justice, never having felt luirdshlps from him, nor did the pooi' 
ever know' the w eight of an oj)pressive hand from him. 

“Our characters and rejiutations have always been guardeil 
in quiet from altaidc by the vigilance of his jiower and forc- 
Bight, and preserved by the leri-or of his justici' ; lie never 
omitted the smallest inslaiiee of kindness and goodness to- 
wards us and llmsc entitled to it, but always ajiplied by 
BOothings and mildness the salve of comibrt to the woumls 
of affliction, not allowing a si .-glo person to ho overwhelined 
by despair ; he dis[)layed his friendship and kiiuluess to all ; 
he destroyed tlie pow'er of the enemies and wicked imm hv 
the strength of his terror ; In? tied the hands of tyrants nml 
oppressors by his justice, and by this conduct lie seen red 
hapjiiness and joy' to us ; he reestablishl 1 the foundation vt 
justice, and w'c at all tiiiu's, during his government, lived ni 
comfort and passed our days in peace ; we are many, many td 
ns satisfied and ])leascd with him. As Mr. llasiingt^ wiisj 
perfectly weii acquainted w ith the manners and cust^ 
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Countries, lie an ns always desirous of performing that 
which would tend to the preservation of our religion, and of 
tlic duties of our sects, and guard the religious custvnns of 
(‘aeh from the elfeets of misfortune and accidents ; in every 
sense he treated us Nvith attention and respect; we have 
♦ ('presented, Nvithout deceit, Nvhat we have ourselves seen, 
and the fa(ds tliat happened from him.” — This, iny lords, is 
in pagii 2874 of tlio printed Tniimtes. 

IM y lords, wc spare you the reading of a great nnmhcr of 
tiieso alt(?stalions ; they arc all written in tlie same style; 
and it innst appt'ar to your lordships a little extraordinary, 
that as they are said to lie totally voluntary, as the people are 
rejnvseiited to he crowding to make these testimonials, there 
should be sneli an unison in the heart to produce a language 
that is so uniform, as not to vary so much as in a single tit- 
tle; that (‘Nory part of the country, every province, every 
district, irnni of every caste ami of (jvt*rv religion, should all 
\mit(3 in exprcsitiing their sentiments in tlu^ very same words 
and in the very same [)hrases. T must fairly say, it is a kind 
of miraculous eom'urrenct', a miraculous gi’atilmle. Mr. 
Hastings says, tliat gratitude is lost in this part of the world. 
T'lere it blooms and llourishcs, in a way not to bo described. 
Ill ]n'Oj)ortioii as you liear of the miseries and distresses of 
iliesij very jieople, in the same proportion do they express 
tiii ir comfort and satisfaction, and that tlnw never knew what 
a gncxance Nvas of any sort. liOnl (\)rnwallis linds them 
:l^■grieved, the court of directors find them aggrieved, tin* 
[larliamtmt of (Irt'at llritaiii find them aggrieved, and tho 
court here find them aggrieved, hut they never found them- 
selves aggrieved. Tlnn’r heing turned out of house and 
home, and having all tlieir laiul given to farnu'rs of revenue 
for iive years to riot in, and despoil lliem of all they had, is 
what fills them with ra])ture. They are tho only people, I 
h( li(we, upon the face of the earth, that have no complaints 
to make of their government, in any iiistanee whatever, 
M'heirs must be rnethiug superior to the goveriiiueut of 
angels ; for 1 vi*nly believe, that if one out of the choir of the 
h(‘avoiily angels were sent to govern the ('artli, such is tho 
nature of man, that many would be found discontented with 
it. But these peonle have no complaint, they feel no hr.rd- 
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no sorrow. ]Vlr. llasiiiiga has realized more ilian tlie 
golden age. 1 am ashamed for liumnn nature, I am ashametl 
for our government, I am ashamed for this court of justice, 
that these things are brought before us ; but here they arc, 
and we must observe upon them. 

My lords, we liavc done on our part; we liavc maiL' oiil 
our ease ; and it only remains for me to make a few obsta’Mi 
lions upon wliat ]\lr. Jlastings has (hoiight pro]>ertopni lor- 
ward in his delcncc. Does he meet our case with anything 
hut thesis geneial attestations, upon wliieh 1 must iirst remai lv 
that there is not one single matter of fact touched upon in 
them ? Your lordships will observe, and you may hunt Ihoni 
out through the whole body of your minutes, that you do not 
lind a single fact mentioned in any of them. But there is mu 
abundance of ])auegyric; .and if wo were doing nothing hut 
making satires, as the newspapers charge us with doing agaiji>t 
]VIr. Hastings, panegyric would be a good answer. 

But ]\lr. llastings sets up pleas of nu'rit upon this ocrjisioii. 
Now, undoubtedly no plea of merit ean be admitted lotwlin- 
guish, as your lordships know very well, a direct chargi* of 
erinuj; merit cannot extinguish eriino. Bor insiauci', if 
liord llow'C, to wliom tliis country owc^s so miieh as it owes 
Ibis day for the great and glorious victory whieli makes oiir 
hearts glad, and 1 hope w ill insure the security of this eomi- 
try; yet if Lord Ilowe, 1 say, was charged with embezzling 
the king’s stores, or applying them in any manner unbecoming 
his situation, to any shameful or scandalous purpose ; it* Im- 
was accused of taking advaniag(j of his station to oppn*ss any 
of the captains of his ships; if lie was statiul to Jiave gone 
into a port of the allies of this country, and to have plnndcrul 
the inhabitants, to have robbed their women, and broken into 
the recesses of their apartmenis; if he had committed aln-ci- 
ties like these, liis glorious victory could not change tlm 
nature and (jiiality of such acts. 

My Lord Malmesbury has htuiu lately sent to tin; king of 
Prussia, and we hope and trust that his embassy will ho suc- 
cessful, and that this country will derive great bcjielit from 
his negotiations. But if i^ord IMalmeshury, from any subsidy 
that was to be jiaid to the king of Prussia, was to pnl 
£50,000 in his own ])ocket, 1 believe that his making a good 
and advantageous ireaty with the king of Prussia would 
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never be n good dcfiMico for liiin. Wo admit, tlmt 

if a mail baa done groat and eminent aerviooa, tliough they 
eaiinot be a defence against a eliargo of eriinea, and cajmot 
obliterate them ; yet, wlien acntenco comes to be passed 
upon such a man, you will consider first, whether his trans- 
gressions were common lapses of Imman frailty, and whether 
file nature and weight of the grievances resulting from them 
were liglit in comparison with the services performed. I say 
f liat you cannot acquit him. Ihit your lordships might think 
some pity due to llim, that might mitigate the severity of 
\(M;r seiiteiure. In the second place, you would consider 
whether the evidence of iiio sm'vices alleged to he performed 
was as clear and nndonbfed as that of lht3 crimes (diarged. 

I confess that, if a man has done groat services, it may bo 
some alleviation of lighter faults; but then they ought to bo 
urged as aucli, — with modesty, with linmility, w itli confes- 
sion of the faults ; and not with a proud and insolent defiance, 
'flicy shoidd not be stated as proofs that he stands justified 
ill tiu; eye of mankind, for coiiiniitting iim^xain[)h‘d and enor- 
mous crimes. Indeed Iiuniiliiy, suppliant guilt, always makes 
imjMc>sioii in our bosoms; so that, when we see it before us, 
WL* always remember that we are all frail men; and iiofhiiig 
I'll!- a proud defianc<i of law and justice can nialio ns forget 
tills for one moment. I believe the Commons of (xreat 
IVrltain, and 1 liope ilie persons that speak to yon, know very 
well how^ to allow for the faults and frailties of mankind 
equitably. 

bi't ns now see A\l)at are the inerifs whicdi IMr. Jrastings 
lias set iij) against the just vengeance of his country, and 
against liis jirovcd deliii(|iieiicit*s. I'rom the language of the 
prisoner, and of liis counsel, you would imagine some great, 
known, ackiiowdedged serviees liad been done by him. Your 
lordships recollect that most of these presumed services have 
]>ei n coiisidtTcd, and w’o are jiersuaded justly considered, as 
in themselves crimes, lie wishes your lordships to suppose 
and believe that tlicse services w'ore put aside, cither because 
we could not prove the facts against him, or could not make 
out that they were criminal, and eonseqiiently that your lord- 
ships ouglit to presume them to have been meritorious ; and 
this is one of ilie grounds upon w hich he demands to be ae- 
qiiitted of the charges that have been brought forward and 



422 


BPEECn THE IlIPEACHMENT OP 


proved against him. Pinding in our proceedings, and re- 
corded upon our joiu’nals, an immense mass of criminality 
with which he is charged ; and finding that we had selected, 
as we were bound to select, such parts as might be most con- 
veniently brought before your lordships (for to ha e gone 
through the whole would have been nearly impossible), lu? 
takes all the rest that wo have left behind and liave noi, 
brought hero as charges, and converts them, by a strange 
metamorphosis, into merits. 

My lords, we must insist, on the part of tlio House of 
Commons, we must conjure your lordships, for tlio honour of 
a coordinate branch of the legislature, that, whenever you are 
called upon to admit what wc have condemned as crimes 1o 
be merits, you will at least give us an opportunity of Ixung 
heard upon the mat ter ; that you will not suffer Mr. I rasting*^, 
when attempting to defend himself against our charges, in 
an indirect and oblique manner, to condemn or ct'iisure the 
House of Commons itself, as having misrepresented to ho 
crimes the acts of a meritorious servant of the public. ]\I r. 
Hastings has pleaded a variety of merits, and every one cf 
these merits, without the exception of one of them, liiivo 
beoii either directly c(*nsurod by the House of Commons, and 
censured as a ground for legislative pi’ovision, or they remain 
upon the records of the House of Commons, with the vouelicrs 
for them, and proofs ; and though wc have not actually come 
to the question upon every one of them, wc liad come before 
the year 1782 to forty-five direct resolutions upon bis con- 
duct. These resolutions were moved by a person to whom 
this country is iiiuler many obligations, and whom wc miisl 
always mention with honour, whenever we arc speaking of 
liigh situations in iliis country, 'ud of great talents to sup- 
port lliein, and of long public sorvict?s in the House of Com- 
inons. I mean Mr, Dundas, then lord advocate of Scotlami, 
and now one of the principal secretaries of state, and at fhe 
head, and worthily and deservedly at tlie head, of tlio 
Indian department. This distinguished statesman moved 
forty-five resolutions, the major part of thorn directly con- 
demning tliose very acts which Mr. Hastings has pleaded mh 
his merits, as being delinquencies and crimes. All that f lic 
House of Commons implore of your lordships is, that \oii 
will not take these things, which wc call crimes, to be inevilR; 
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vrilhout bearing tlio iroiisc of Commons upon the subject- 
iiiatt(‘r of them. 1 am sure you are too noble and too gener- 
ous, as well as too just and equitable, to act in such a manner. 

The first thing that Mr. Hastings brings forward in his 
defenee is, that, whereas the Company were obliged to pay a 
certain tribute to the Mogul, in consideration of a grant by 
which the Moguls gave to us the legal title under which we 
hold the provinces of llengal, Bahar, and Orissa, he did stop 
the payment of that tribute or acknowledgment, small as it 
was ; that though bound by a treaty recognised by the Com- 
pany, and recognised by the nation; though bound by the 
very sunnud by which he held the very ollice ho was exer- 
<‘ising, yet he had broken the treaty, and refused to pay the 
stipulated acknowledgment. AVhero are we, my lords P Is 
i Ilia merit? (jood Cod Almighty! the greatest blockhead, 
the most ignorant, miserable wretch, a person without either 
virtue or talents, has nothing to do but to order a clerk to 
strike, a pen through such an account, and then to make a 
merit of it to you. Oh ! says ho, I have by a mere breach 
of your faith, by a single dash of my pen, saved you all this 
money, wliich you were bound to pay. 1 havo exonerated 
}ou from the payment of it. I have gained you £250,000 
a year for e\er. AVill you not reward a person who did you 
sii(.*h a great and im[K)rtant service, by conniving a little at 
liift delinquencies ? 

But the llousc of Commons will not allow that this was a 
great and important service ; on tho contrary, they have de- 
<‘lM\'d the act itself to bo censurable. There is our resolu- 
tion — resolution tlie 7th ; “ That the conduct of tho Company 
and their servants in India to the king (meaning the Mogul 
king) and Nudjiff Cawu, with respect to the tribute payable 
to the oue, and stipend to the other, and with respect to the 
transfer of the provinces of Corah and Illahabad to the Vizier, 
was contrary to policy and good faith ; and that such wise 
and practicable measures should bo adopted in future, as may 
tend to redeem the national honour, and recover tho confi- 
dence and attachment of the princes of India.” 

This act of injustice, ag,ainst which w'c have fulminated the 
thunder of our resolutions as a heavy crime — as a crime that 
dishonoured tho nation, and which measiu*es ought to be 
tiilj'n to redress, this man has the insolence to bring before 
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your lordships as a sol-oH’ apjainsl the crimes wo charge liim 
W'ith. Tills outrageous defiaiieo of tho nous(‘ Commons, 
this outrageous deruiuco of nil iho laws of his country, L 
hope your lordships will not countenance. You will not let 
it pass for nothing. On tho contrary, yon Avill consider it as 
aggravating, heavily, his crimes ; and above all, you will not 
suiter him lo set olf tliis, w'hich wo have declared to be in- 
jurious to oiir national lionoiir and credit, and which ho him- 
self does not deny to be a breach of the public faith — against 
other breaches of the public faith with which we charge him ; 
— or to justify one class of public crimes, by proving that he 
has committcMl otlun's. 

Your lordships scjo that he jiistilies this crime upon llio 
])l('a of its being profitable to the Company ; but lie shall 
not march ofl’cven on this ground ^nih flying colours. My 
lords, pray observe in what manner he calculati^s these profits. 
Your lordsliips will find, that lie makes up the account of 
them much in the same manner as he made up the account 
of Nobkissin’s money. There is, indeed, no acconiil which 
he has ev(.‘r lirought forth that does not carry upon it, nob 
only ill failh and national dishonour, but dirci^t proofs of cor- 
i'U|)tion. AYhcn Mr. I fastings values himself upon this 
shocking and outrageous breach of faith, which required 
nothing hut a base and illiberal mind, without cither talents, 
courage, or skill, (‘xcept that courage which defies ail coiise- 
ipieiices ; which (hdies shame, which didies ilui judgment 
and o|)inion of his country and of mankind ; nootlu*r talents 
than may he displayed by the dash of a pen ; you will at 
least expect to see a clear and distinct account of what was 
gained by it. 

In the year 1775, at a period when Mr. 1 fastings was 
Tinder an eclipse, when honour and virtue, in the clniracterof 
General Claveriiig, Colonel iVlonson, and M r. Francis, sat for 
a short period at the coumal hoard; during fhat tiim*, Mr. 
Hastings’s conduct upon this occa.sion was called into fjiies- 
tion. They called for an account of the revenues ot the 
country ; what was received, and what had hacn paid and 
in the account returned, tliey found tho amount of the tribute 
due tho Mogul, £250,000, entered as paid up to Ot iober, 
1774. Thus far all appeared fair iqion tho face of it ; they 
took it for granted, as lordships would take it for 
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at tho first viow, that tlie tribiito in reality had bruii 
paid u|) to the liino slated. Tho books were balanced ; you 
find a debtor ; you find a creditor ; every ihnii posted in as 
rcj;ular a manner ns possible. AVbilst tlujy were (‘xaininin;^ 
this account, a Mr. Crofts, of whom your lordshij)S have 
heard very often as account a nt-j;eneral, coiiu*^ forward and 
declares that there was a little error in the account. And 
what was the error? I'hat ho had entered the JMogul’s 
tribute for oiu^ year more than it had actually been paid. 
Hero we have the small error of a payment to tlio INlo^iil of 
iC 250, 000. This app('ar(‘d stranj^c*. — Why, says Mr. Crofts, 

1 never discoviuvd it; nor was it t‘ver intimated to mo that 
it had been stopped irom Oetober, 1 770, till the other day, 
A\ Ill'll 1 was informed that I on^dit not to have made an 
i nlry of the last ])ayments. ^riu'se were his expressions. 
You will find the whole ri'Iation in the Ben^uii Ajipendix, 
jirinted by the orders of ilu^ (‘oiirt of diriadors. When Jlr. 
Croft es was asked a. vi'ry natural ijiiestion, AVho first told 
you of your mistake ? — who aequainted you w ith Mr. llast- 
ini^^s’s orders, that the payment should be expinifjjed from the 
accimnt ? — AVliat is his answer? Jt is an answer worthy of 
IMr. jMiddhdon, an answer w'orthy of Mr. Larkins, or of any (d* 
tiieother white banyans of Mr. I lastiiijjjs : Oh! niav(0()i;^^ot* 
K’li. J lore yon have an aecoiintant-^enei’al kept in ijpioraiiee, 
D” who ])reten(ls to be ipjnorant, of so iar<j;(! a payment as 
C 250,000 ; who enters it falsely in his iieemint; and when 
;isked who apprized him of his mistake, says lliat he has 
ir-'illv fnr^otten. 

Oil, my lords, Avhat resources there are ni oblivion, wbat 
icsources there an' in bad inemorv ! no ^I'niiis ever has done 
so inueh for mankind as this mental defeet has done fur Mr. 
Hasiinijjs’s accountants. Jt was said hy one of the. ancient 
philosophej’s, to a man who proposed to teach pcojile memory 
-• “ J wish you could teach meobli\ion; I Avish yon could 
tiai'h me to forget.” These jieople havi' certainly not been 
taught the art of luoinory, but they appear perfect masters 
of the art of forgetting. My lords, this is not all; and 
1 must re(|uest your lordships’ alienlion to the whole of the 
account, as it a|)j)ears in the account of the arrears ilno to the 
king, annexed to your ininntes. Jlere ;sn kind of lahyrir.thj 
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'where fraud rims into fraud. On the credit side you find 
stated there eight lacks paid to tho A^izicj*, and lo be taki'ii 
from the Mogul's tribute, for the support of an army, of 
w'bich ho himself had stipulated to bear the whole exptmscs. 
These eight lacks are thus fraudulently accounted for upon 
the face of the thing ; and with respect to eighteen lacks, 
the remainder of the tribute, there is no account given of it 
at all. This sum Mr. Hastings must, therefore, have pock- 
eted for his own use, or that of his gang of peculators ; and 
whilst he wuis preteiuliug to save you eight lacks by niu^ 
fraud, lie committed aiiotlier fraud of eigldi*eii lacks for him- 
self; and this is the metliod by which one act of peculaiiou 
begets another in the economy of fraud. 

Thus much of those aflaiis T think myself bound to state 
to your lordships upon this occasion ; for, although not one 
word has been jiroduced by the counsel to support the alle- 
gations of the prisoner at your bar, yet, knowing that your 
lordships, high as you arc, are still bub men, knowing also 
that bold assertions and confident declarations are apt to 
make some impression upon all men’s minds, wo opjiose his 
allegations. Ihit how' do we oppose them ? — Not by things 
of the like nature. We oppose them, by showing you that 
the House of Commons, after diligent investigation, has con- 
demned them, and by stating the grounds n])un whicli tli(‘ 
House founded its condemnation. We send you <o tho 
records of the Company, if you Avant to pursue this matter 
further, to enlighten your own minds upon the subject. J)o 
not tliiiik, my lords, that wc are not aware liow ridiculous it 
is for either ])arty, the accuser or Hie accused, to make hero 
any assertions without producing vouchers for them; wo 
know it ; hut w'c are prepared aiul ready to take upon ustlio 
jiroof; and w'c should bo ashamed to assiu-t anything tliat 
we arc not able dinjctly to sn .slantiate, ])y an immeiliato 
reference to uncontradicted evidence. 

With regard to the merits pleaded by tho prisoner, w(’ 
could cflace that plea Avith a single stroke, by saying tiiero 
is no evidence before your lordships of any such merits. 
But we have done more. We have shown you tliat tho 
tilings which he has set up as merits are atrocious crinu's, 
sud there is not one of tliem Avhich docs not. in Hr 
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Tcry nainre aiul ciriiumslaiKM's of ir, carry evidence (»f base 
corrupHoii, as well as of llagraiit injustice and uoloriuus breach 
of puulic faith. 

The next thing that ho takes credit for is precisely an act 
of this description. The Mogul had, by solemn stipulation 
witli the Company, a royal domain insured to him, consisting 
of two provinces, Corah and TMlaluibad. Of both these pro- 
\inces Mr. Hastings deprived the ]\Tognl upon "weak pre- 
tences, if proved, in point of fact, but whieli were never 
proved, in any sense, agriiiist Inm. .1 allude parlieularly to 
Ills alleged alliance with ilic IVlalirattas, a people, by tlui 
way, with whom wo were not ihen at war, and with whom 
])e had as good a right as Nndjeivo Ivhan to enli'r into alli- 
ance at that time. Jlc takes these domains, almost the last 
wrecks of empire left to the descendant of Tamerlane, from 
the man, I say, to whoso voluntary grants we owe it that wo 
have put a foot in llcmgal. Surely we ought, at least, to have 
hept ourlaiih in leaving this last retreat to that unfortunate 
prince. The House of Commons was of that o])inion, and 
consequently they n'solved, “that tlie transler of Corah and 
Allaliabad to the A'izier was contrary to |)(»licy and good 
fait I). ” This is what tlio Commons think of this bnsijiess, 
A\hich Mr. Hastings ])leads as merits. 

Ihit I have iH)t yet done with it. These provinces are 
ostiinated as w'orth twenty-two lacks, or thereabouts, that is, 
r.hout £220,000 a year. 3 believe they were improvable to 
:i good deal more. Jbit what does Mr. Jlastiiigs do? Instead 
of taking them into tlio Company’s possession for tim purpose 
of preserving them for the TMogul, upon the event of our 
being better salistied with bis conduct, or of ap])ropriatiug 
th(‘m to the Company’s advantage, he sells them to the ^ia- 
bob of Glide, 'who lie knew had the art, above all tim'd, of de- 
stroying a country whieli lie was to kei'p, or whicli he might 
fear he was not to kei'p, permanent jiossession of. And what 
<lo yon think lie sold them for? He sold them at a little 
more tlian two years’ purchase. AVill any man believe that 
Ml'. Hastings, when ho sold these provinces to tlu? Vizier for 
two years’ purchase (and Nvhi'ii tliere was no man that would 
Dot have given Imi years’ piirehaso for them), did not put 
the diflereiiee between tiie real and pretended value into lii^ 
own pocket and that of his associates ? 
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^Vii eliar^o, ilicrrfon^, first, iluit this lift, fi.r whifli lio aa« 
Bunifs nifrit, was in itsflt* a Invach of failli ; next, that ihw 
sale (»f these proviiieea was seaiitlaloiisly conducled ; and 
thirdly, that lliis sale, at one-liftli of the real value, was 
cflected lor corrupt purpose's. 'J'hus an act of tlireefold de- 
linquency is one of the merits slated with ^';reat pomp hy 
his counsel. 

AhoIIkt of his merits is the stoppage of the pension wliieli 
the Company was iimler an obligation to pay b) Nudjeives 
Khan; —a matter which, even if admitted to be a merit, is 
certainly not worth, as a S(‘t-off, much consideration. 

lint there is another set-otf of merit nj)nn which he plumes 
himself, and sets an exceedingly high value — the sale of the 
Kohilla nation to that worthh'ss tyrant, the Vizier, tli(‘ir cruel 
and bitter enemy, tin* eriadh'st tyrant, perha|)s, that ever 
existed, and tlu'ir most implacahlo enemy, if we exi*i‘pt Mr. 
Hastings, wdio appiairs to have had a concealed (h'greo of 
animosity, public, [)rivatc, or political, against tluMU. To 
this man ho sold ibis whole nation, whose count rv, eiilti- 
vated like a garden, was soon reduced, as Mr. Hastings, from 
the ebaraeter of the Vizi(‘r, kmnv would be llu' (‘onseejueuce, 
to a mere descM't, for ;CJ(HMHH); h(5 sent a brigade of our 
troops to assist tiui Vizier in extirj)ating Hh'si' p('ople, who 
were the bravt'st, tlu^ most Iiouourahle, and generous uatlim 
upon earth. Those who were not h ft slaugliten'd to rot 
upon the soil of their native country, wtu’c cruelly ex])elh‘d 
from it, and sent to publish the mereiless and seandalous he- 
liavioiir of Great Britain from one end of India to the oilier. 
1 believe there is not an hone.st, ingeinious, or feeling heart 
upon tin? face of the globe, 1 hc'lievo then* is no man pos- 
8(;ssiiig the least degree of regard to honour and justice, hu- 
manity and good policy, that did not rejirohate this act. Tho 
court of directors, when they h ard of it, reprobabal it in 
the strongest manner; the court (»f projirietors reprobated 
it in the strongest inann(*r; by the House of Commons, after 
the most diligent investigation, it was, in a resolution moved 
by Mr. Dundas, reprobated in the strongest manner: and 
this is the act wbieh Mr. Hastings brings forward before 
your lordships as a merit. 
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fiirioiiH sc'civt corruption lurking. J can tt'll your jortlsliipj^, 
that Sir Kobiirt Barker ^Yaa ollered by ibis Vizier, for about 
one-half of this very country, namely, the country of tho 
Kohilliis, a sum of fifty lacks of rupees, that is, £500,000. 
Mr. Hastin^rs >vaa in formed of this offer by Sir Jiobert Barker, 
in his letter (»f the 2-11 li March, 1773. Still, in tlie face; of 
this informatu)!!, Mr. Jlastiiigs took for tlie Company tmly 
forty lacks of rupee's. 1 leave your lordships to draw your 
own conelusion from tlu‘si‘ facts. You will jndf^c what hi‘- 
caine of the diilen'iieo h('iwei‘ii the price offered and tlio 
price accounted for, as tiiktm ; nothing on <^arlh can hide 
from mankind why Mr. Hastings made this wicked, corrupt 
bargain for the extermination of a brave and generous people : 
why be took £ii0(),(K.)0 for tlie whole of that, for half of 
wliicli lie was offbred and knew lie iiiiglit have liad £500,000. 

Your lordships will obs(*rve, that for all tht'si^ l;n*fs tht'ri' 
is no evidence outlie one side or on the other, dirt'ctly Indore 
you. Their nuM’its have been insisted upon in long and labori- 
ous details and discussions, botii by ^Ir. Hastings liinisc'lf 
and by bis coiijisid. AV^ c* liavc aiiswt'iH'd tlnmi for that rc'ason ; 
but we answer tlieiii with a direct vi'fenmce to records and 
])a])(‘rs, from wbicli your lordships may judge of them as set- 
olfs and merits. J believe your lordships will now hardly 
’vceivi^ tliem as merits to set oil* guilt, since in every one of 
them there is both guilt in the act, and strong ground for pre- 
suming that be Inul corruptly taken money for himself. 

The last act of merit that lias been insisted upon by bis 
eoims«*l is the Alaliraila peace. They have stated to you 
llie distresses of the Company, It) jiistily tln^ uiihandsoine 
and improper means that he took of making this [leace. Air. 
JIastiugs himself- lias laid liohl of tin* .sami^ opjiortuiiily of 
inagniryiug the dilliculties which, during his government, lu^ 
had to contend with. Here he disjilays all liis tactics. Ho 
spreads all liis sails, and here catches ('very gale. Ho says, 
I found all India confederated against you. 1 found not the 
Malirattas alone ; I found war through a hundred lu^stile states 
fulniinated against yon; I found the Pesliwa, the IVi/.am, 
.1 ly der Ally, tlie Kajali of Herar, all combined iogellier for your 
destruction. I stemmed the torrent; fortitude is my clitmu;- 
ter. J faced and ov(T(Mino all these dilficulties, till f landed 
your pdfairs safe on shore ; till 1 stood the saviour of Tiulia. 
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IMy Lci ils, ^ve of the House of Coiinnona have before liearj 
dll this, but we cannot forget that we exaniined into every 
part of it, and that we did not iind a single fact stated by 
liiin, tliat was not a ground of censure and reprobation. The 
J louse of Coimnous, in the resol ut ions to which 1 have al- 
? *ded, liave declared that Mr. Hastings, the first authur of 
these proceedings, took advantage of an ambiguous lettt*r of 
ihe court of directors, to break and violate the most solemn, 
the most advantageous, and useful trt'aty that the Company 
had ever made in India; and that this conduct of his pro- 
duced the strange aiid unnatural junction which, he says, he 
found formed against the Company, and with which ho liad 
to comhat. I should trouhlo your Lordships with but a brief 
statement of the facts, and if I do not enter more at large in 
observing upon them, it is l)(‘cause 1 cannot hut feel shocked 
at the indt'cency and im])ropri(dy of your being obligtMl to 
hear of that as im'rit, which the House of Commons has 
condemned iii every part. Your lordshi[>s received ohlicjiu'lv 
evidence frojii the prisoner at your bar upon this sul>j(‘ct ; yt^t 
when we eanu* and desired your full in(|uiry into it, your 
lordships, for wise and just reasons, I have no doubt, refused 
our recpiest. T must, however, again protest on ihe j)art of 
the Commons against your lordships ria;eiviug such cviilema* 
at all, as relevant to your judgment, unless the. House of 
Commons is fully heard upon it. 

But to proceed. -The govenum'nl of llombay had olfended 
the Alahratta states, by a most violent and scandalous aggres- 
sion. They afterwards made a treaty of peace Avith them, 
lionourable and advantageous to the Com|)aiiy. This tivaiy 
■was made by Colonel Hpton, and is called Tlu^ Treaty of 
Poruiida. Air. Hastings broke, that treaty, upon his declared 
j)rineiple, that you are to look iii war Jor tin resources of 
your government. All Indir was at that time in ])('ace. 
ilyder Ally did not dare to attack us; because be was afraid 
lhat bis natural enemies, the Alahrattas, w’ould fall upon him. 
The Nizam could not attack us, because ho was also afraid 
of the Alahrattas. The Afahralta state itself w^as divided into 
such discordant branches, as to make it impossible for them 
to unilt‘ in any one object ; — that commonwealth, which ccr- 
tair\/ at that time was ihe terror of India, was so Drokeii, an 
to render either totally ijielfectivc or easy to be resisted; 



431 


•WaHREN HASTINGS, ESQ. 

liicre was not one j^(j\ (‘riiint*nt in India tliat did not look np 
to Great Jiritain as holding the balance ot* power, and in a posi- 
lion to control and do justice to (‘Very individual party in it. 
j\t that juncture Mr. Jlastinga deliberately broke the treaty 
of Pcn’unda ; and afterwards, b}' breaking faith with and 
attacking all the powers, one after another, lie produced that 
vt‘ry union which one would hardly have expected that tho 
inca})aeit:y or ill faith of any governor couhl have cUeeW. 
Vour lordships shall hear the best and most incontrovertiblo 
ovidc'uce, both of his incapacity and ill faith, and of the con- 
sc(jut‘ncea which th(‘y produced. Jt is the declaration of one 
of tiu; latest of their allies, concc^rning all these ])roceedings. 
It is contained in a letter from the liajah of Berar, directly 
and strongly inculpating Mr. Hastings, upon facts which lio 
lias never dejiied, and })y arguments which lie has never re- 
futed, asheing himself the cause of that very junction of all 
tho powers of India against ns. 

Let tor fn nn Px'iiorain Pundit. “ As the friendship of tho 
Mnglish is, at all events, the first and most nec(‘ssary consider- 
ation, ] will tlieri'ibre exert mys(*]f in ostablisliing jH'iiee ; 
for ll>o power of making ])eace with all is the best object ; 
to this all other measures are subservient, and will certainly 
■ c done by t hem, the English. ITou write, that after having 
hiid tli(^ foundation (»f ])eaee with the Pundit Purdliann, it is 
r('(pjisite that si»me troops shonhl be sent with Gt'neral God- 
d;;rd against ll}der Naig, and take possession of his country, 
" lieu all those; engagements and proposals may ho assented 
t<j. iMy n'iisoii is confounded in discussing lliis suggesticni 
:it a iiiiie when llyder Naig is in every rc^speet in alliance 
with tlie Peishwa, and has assisted, with liis soul and life, to 
repel the English. Eor ns to unite our troops with those of 
the enemy, and extirpate him,— wonhl not this fix the stamp 
of infamy upon ns for ever? AVonld any prince, for gener- 
ations to come, ov(‘r aftvr assist us, or unite with the Peish- 
^ a? Be yourself the judge, and say wV.ether such a con- 
duct would become a prince or not. -AVhy then do you 
Jnention it ? — wdiy do you w'rite it ? 

“The case is as follows. — At lirst there was the utmost 
enmity betwc'on llyder Naig and the Pundit Purdhaiin, and 
tlu're was Hu; fullest intention of sending troops into llyder 
country 5 and after the conclusion of the war with 
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Bonj1b:iy aiul the capture of llagonaiit ]lo\v, it was finuly 
resolved to send troops into that quarter ; and a reliance was 
jdaced in the treaty which was entered into by the gentlemen 
of Bombay before the war ; but when Itagonaut again went 
to them, and General Goddard was ready to commence hos- 
tilities -when no regard was paid to the friendly proposals 
made by us and tlic Pundit Peishwa — when they desisted 
from coming to Poonah, agret^able to tlieir promise, ami a 
categorical answer \vas given to the de])uties from Pooiiah; 
the minist(u*s of Poonali then consulted among themselves, 
and having advised with the Nabob Nizam ul Dowhih, thev 
considered tliat as enemies were appearing on both sides, and 
it would be dilHcult to cope with both, what was to bo done. 
Pea<*c must he made with one of them, and war must bo 
carried on with th(». other. They wished al)ove all things, in 
their hearts, to make pt‘aee Avith tlic Knglish gentlemen, and 
to uiiit(3 with tluMii to punisii Ifydcr Naig; bnt these gen- 
llemeii had plainly refused to (‘liter into any t(‘rms of r<Jcon- 
eiliatioii; it was theredon^ advisable to ac(mmmodate matters 
with llyder Naig, although he had been long an enciny.- 
AVhat else e.ould be doiu^ ? Having nothing left for it, th(\y 
were compelled to cnti'r into an union with llyder.” 

My lords, this decdaratioii, madci to AFr. Hastings himsedf, 
was never answenal by him; indi'cd, answered it could not 
be; because^ the thing wjis man best, that all the desolation 
of the Carnatic by Jlyder Ally, all these diHieiilties upon 
Avhieh he has iiisist(?d, the wliole of tliat union by which Ik? 
was pressed, and against which, as ho says, he bore up with 
such Ibrtitude, was Iiis own work, the consequences of his 
bad faith and his not listculng to any reasonable terms ot 
jieaee. 

But, my lords, see wliat sort .f peace? lie afterwards made. 
I couhl prove, if I were called u|)Oii so to do, from this pap(‘r, 
that they have had the folly and madness to produce to you 
for other purposes, that lie might at any time have made a 
better treaty, ami liave concluded a more secure and advan- 
tageous peace, than that which at last he acceded to : that 
the treaty ho made was both disadvantageous and dislioiiour- 
5iblc ; iuasnimdi, as we gave uji (‘very ally we had, and sacri- 
ficed tiifm to the r(?scntinent of the enemy : that ]\rahadaj(‘«* 
Seindia gained liy it an (?mpiro of a magnitude dangerous tu 
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our very existence in India; that this chief was permitted to 
exterminate all the many little gallant nations that stood 
between us and the Mahrattaa, and whose policy led them to 
guard against the ambitious designs of that government. 
Almost all these lesser powers, from central India (piite up 
Ij) the mountains that divide India from Tnrtary, almost all 
those, J say, w(?re extenninaUal by him, or were brought 
iiiider a cruel subjection, 'fho ])(‘aoe he made with IVlr. 
Hastings was for the very purpose of doing all this ; and ]\Tr. 
Hastings enabled him, and gave him the means of rtleeting 
it. A(lv(‘rt n(‘xt, my lords, to what he did with otlu'r allies. 
Hv the treaty of Porimda, made hy (’olonel Upton, and 
Aviiioh he flagitiously broke, w(‘ had aetpiired what, (ind 
kiuuvs, we litth* merited from tlu* JMahrattas, twelve hioUs 
(.Cl 12,000) for the oxjx'nses of the war, and a ooimtry of 
three lacks of animal revcniu', the jirovince of Jhirratch and 
tin' Isle of 8alset, and other snudl islands convenient fur ns 
upon that coast. 1'his was a great, useful, and inoiiu'ntous 
accession of ttTritory and of reviMim*, and we got it with 
lionour ; for not one of our allies was sacrificed by this treaty. 
We had evim obtained from the IMahrattiis for Ihigonant Row, 
our support of whom against that govermnent was a principal 
<ause of tlie war, an estaldislmient of a thousand liorse, to 
he ’naintiiiiicd at their expense, and a jaghirc for his other 
e.x|)ensos of thm' lacks of rupees ])i*r animin, payable 
monthly, with leave to reside within their ti'rritories, with 
iw) (dher condition than that he should not remove from the 
place fixed for his residence, for the purpose of exciting dis- 
turhanees against their government. They also sti])nlated 
tor thv* pardon of all his adherents, except four ; and the only 
‘•oiidliuMi they roipiired from ns was, that we should not 
assist him in eas(* ot any future disturbance. Hut Mr. Hast- 
ings, by his treaty, sniTondered that <’onntrv of tlirei' lacks 
of revenue; he made no stipulation Ibr the expenses of the 
war, nor indemnity for any of the persons wlu>in he Iiad 
son iced int<^ the rebellion, in favour of Ragonant Uow. Ilt^ 
gave them all up to the vengeance of their governments, 
ithoiit a stroke of a ])en in their favour, to ho banished, 
Ciiufiseated, and undone. And as to llagonaut Ilow, instead 
getting him this Jioiiourahle and st ciin' retreat, as he was 
bonml it) do, this niifortuiiate man xxas ordertMl to retire to 
^ci.. vm. 2 F 
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Ills enemy’s (Maliadajee Scindia’s) country ; or otherwise he 
was not to receive a shilling for his maintenance. I will now 
ask your lordships w^hether any man but Mr. Ila-stings 
would claim a merit with his own country lor having broktn 
the treaty of Pormida ? Your lordships know tlie opinion 
of the House of Commons respecting it ; his colleagues in 
council had remonstrated witli him upon it, and had stated 
the mischiefs that would result from it ; and Sir Eyre Cooto, 
the commander of the Company’s forces, writing at tlio same 
time from Madras, states, that ho thought it would infallibly 
bring down upon them llyder Ally, who, they had reason 
to think, was bent upon the utter destruction of the powt r 
of this country in India, and was only waiting for sonu) 
crisis in our affairs favourable to his designs. This, my loids, 
is to bo one of the set-offs against all the enmes, against ilio 
multiplied frauds, eruelties, and oppressions, all the corrupt 
practices, prevarications, and swiuJlmgs, that we have jil- 
leged against him. 

My lords, it would he an endless undertaking, and such iis 
at this hour of the day we, as well as your lordships, me 
little fitted to engage in, if I were to attempt to sear(‘h into 
and unveil all the secret motives, or to expose, as it deserves, 
the sliamclcss audacity, of this man’s conduct. None of your 
lordships can have observed, without astonishment, the selec- 
tion of his merits, as he audaeiously^ calls them, Avliich lias 
been brought before you. The last of this selectiim, ia 
particular, looks as if he meant to revile and spit ii])ou 1 he 
legislature of his country ; because we and you thought it lit, 
and were resolved to publish to all Tiulia, that we will not 
counteuance offensive w-ars ; and that you felt this so 
strongly, as to pass the first act of a kind that was ever made ; 
namely, an act to limit the discretionary power of govern- 
ment in making war solely ; iiiid because you have done this 
solely, and upon no other account, and for no other reason 
under heaven, than the abuse which tliat man at your bar 
has made of it, and for which abuse ho now presumes to 
take merit to himself. 1 will read tliis part of the act to 
■your lordships. 

"Mr. Bui'ke here read 24* Geo, III. cap. 24, sect. 34 ] 

AjjiI whereas to pursue schemes of coiiaiiest and 
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SiDii of (loiiiinioii iu iiidia ai*o moasuros repugnant to ilio 
\\ irtli, tlio honour, and policy of this nation ; J5e it therefore 
fiithor enacted by tlio authonty afn’esaid, Tliat it sliall not 
he lawful for the Governor-General and council of Fort Wil- 
liam aforesaid, without the express command and antliority 
of llie said court of directors, or of the secret committee of 
the said court of direertors, in any case (except where hos- 
tilities have actually Ijc'cii commenced, or preparations actu- 
ally made for the commencement of hostiliti(‘s against tho 
British nation iu India, or against some of tlio princes or 
statt's dependent thereon, or whose territories tho said united 
f'\un])any t^hnll be at such time engaged by any subsisting 
treaty to detendor guarantee), either to declare war or com- 
mence hostiliticjs, or enter into any treaty for making war, 
against any of tho country princes or states in India, or any 
treaty for gnarnntecing tho possessions of any country princes 
or slates ; and that in such case it shall not bo lawful for tho 
said Governor-General and council to tleclarc wnr,or commence 
lu»stilitios, or enter into tn'aty for making war, against other 
])rincc or state than such as shall hi^ actually conunitting hos- 
lililies or making preparations as aforesaid, or to make such 
i rcaty for guaranteeing the possessions of any prince or state, 
but upon the consideration of such prince or state actually 
engaging to assist tho Coni])any ag«'iiust such hostilities com- 
menced or preparations made as aforesaid ; and in all cases 
Wf^cre such hostilities slinll be commenced or treaty made, 
th(" said Govern or- General and council shall, by the most ex- 
peditious means they can devise, communicate the sarao 
unto tlie said court of directors, together with a full state of 
tlio information and intelligence upon which they shall have 
commenced such hostilities or made such treaties, and their 
motives and reasons for tiie same at large.” 

It is the first act of the kind that ever was made in thi> 
kingdom, the first statute, I believe, that ever was made by 
llio legislature of any nation upon the subject, and it was 
made solely upon tho resolutions to wliicrh we had coino 
against thi^ violent, intemperate, unjust, and perfidious acts 
of this man at your lordsinps’ bar, and which acts are now 
produced before your lordships as merits. 

To show further to your lordships how necessary this 
’<'t was, here is a part of his own correspondence, the hist 

r VI 
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thing T shall bog to read to your lordships, and upon w luoh 
1 shall make no otlicr cominent, than that you will loarn 
from it how well British faith was kept by this man ; and 
that it was the violation of British faith which prevoiitod 
our having the most advantageous 2)eace, and brought on all 
the calamities of war. 

It is part of a letter from the minister of the Bajah of Bc- 
rar, a man called Benerain Pundit, with whom ISlr. Hastings 
was at the time treating for a ])caco ; and he tolls him wliyr 
Le might liavo liad peace at that time, and why lie had it 
not ; and that the cause of it was Ids own ridienlons and 
even buffoonish pcrlidionsnoas, which oAposod him to the 
ridicule of all the princes of India, and wiili him the whole 
British nation. 

“But afterwards re fleeting that it was net advisal'le fer 
me to bo in such haste, before 1 liad understood ail tlic con- 
tents of the papers; 1 opened them in the presemee of tlui 
Maha liajah, when all the Kharcias letter, coj)ies, and treaties, 
were perused with the greatest altenlioii and care. Pirst, 
they convinced ns of your great truth and sincerity, and tliat 
you never, from the beginning to this time, wen^ inclined to 
the present disputes and hostilities; and next, that you have 
jiot included in the articles of the treat y any of your wishes 
or inclinations, and, in short, the garden of the treaty ap- 
})earcd to us in all its parts green and nourishing. But 
though tlic fruits of it were excelUmt, yet th(‘y apjiear different 
from those of Colonel Upton’s treaty (the jiarticulars of 
which 1 liave frequently written to you), and, njion tasting 
them, prove to hi^ bitter and very dilli‘rent, wlieri compared to 
the former articles. How can any of the ohl and established 
obligations be omitted, and mnv matters agreed to, wdiicli it is 
])lam that they w ill prodinre anu damage ? ISomc points wliieh 
you have mentioned, undei* the ph^a of tlio faith and observ- 
iiiice of treaties, are of sueh a nature that llie Poonah min- 
isters can never assent to them ; in all engagements and im- 
portant transactions, in wdiicli the words but, and althom/h, 
and bc6‘idcii, and whfn’cas, and whi/, and other sucli words of 
doubt are introduced, it gives an opcMiing to disputes and 
luia^'ild(M•standings. A tnaily is meant for the (?iitire rimioval 
of all differeuceij, not for the iucreaoO of them. JMy di'part- 
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urc lor Poonaii iins tIuTcroro Li‘t‘n dulaycil.” My lotds, con 
gidor to what ironies and insults this nation was exposed, and 
liow necessary it was for us to originate that bill, wliicli yonr 
lordships [)assed into an act of parliament, with his Majesty’s 
jisscait ; the worils hut^ althouffh, hesidrSy \chereaSj and ic/iy, 
iiiid such like, are inlroihicetl <o give an o])t‘ning, and so on. 
'riuMi he desires him to send another treaty, lit for^hiin to 
sign. 

J Jiav(} therefore kept the treaty with the gr(‘a(ost earo 
!Ui(l caution in my possession, and have taken a copy of it ; 
J Iwive added to each article another, which appeared to mo 
])ro]i(T and advisable ; and without any loss or disadvantage 
io the English, or an} thing more in tavour of the Pundit 
rnnlhaiin than was contained in the former treaties. This I 
have sent to yon, and lu>[)e that you will prepare and send a 
treaty coufonnahli* to that, without any hesiifes^ or tv/ii/, 
or f)Kff and whercuH^ that as soon as it arrives I may depart 
for Poonah, and having nniiial with me Row Mahadajeo 
Seindia, and having brought over the Nabob, Nizam nl l)ow- 
lah, to this business, 1 may setlle and adjust all matters whieh 
are in this bad situation. As soon as I bavo recfeived my 
di, ■'mission from thence, 1 would set oft’ for Calcutta, and rc- 
jiresont to you (‘veryth ing, wliicIi for a long while 1 have liad 
it» my mind, and by this transaction erect to the view of all 
liie world the standard of the greatness and goodness of the 
English, and of my masters, and extinguish the flames of 
^^ar with the waters of friendsJiip. The compassing all 
those advaiilages and happy prospects depends entirely upon 
ynur will and consent ; and the power of bringing them to 
an issue is in your haiuls alone.” 

My lords, yon may licre sec the necessity there was for 
passing iljo act of parliament w hich 1 have just read to you, 
ir. order to prevtmt in future the recurrence of that want of 
faith of whieh INFr. Hastings had been so notoriously guilty, 
and by which ho liad not only united all India against us, 
and had hindered us from making, for a long time, any peace 
at all, but bad exposed the British character to the irony, 
Bcorn, derision, and insult of the whole people of that vnsst 
continent, 
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My lords, ill tlio progress of tliis iuipeaeliiiieiit, you iiavs 
heard our charges ; you have heard the prisoner’s plea uf 
uierita ; you have heard our ohscrvatioiis on them, lu ilu^ 
progress of this impeachment, you liave seen the coudili(.ii 
in which IMr. Hastings received Jienares ; you have seen tho 
condition in which Mr. Hastings received the country of lln‘ 
Kohillas ; you have seen tlie condition in which lie reeei\(‘(l 
the country of Oude ; you liave seen tlie condition in wliirh 
he received the provinces of Bengal; you have s( i‘n the 
condition of the country when tlie native government was 
succeeded by that of Mr. Hastings; you have sei'ii the liMp- 

E iuess and prosperity of all its inhabilaiits, from those of llm 
ighest to those of the lowest rank. My lords, you h:i\i‘ 
Been the very rcvei’sc of ail lliis under the governinenl. ot’ 
Mr. Hastings ; tlie country itsidf, all its beauty and gluiy 
ending in a jungle for wild beasts. You have seen Nourish- 
ing families reduced to implore that pity which the pooi t 
man and the meanest situation might very well call for. \ >>'d 
have seen whole nations in the mass reilnced to a eondili 'ii 
of the same distress. These things in his government at 
homo ; abroad, scorn, contempt, and derision east upon and 
covering the British name ; war stirred up, ami dishononrahlo 
treaties of p(‘aco made, by the total jnoslitution of British 
faith. Now take, my lords, togt.dlua’ all the niulti[)lietl de- 
linquencies which we have proved, from the highest degivc 
of tyranny to the lowest di*gree of sharping and cheat iiig, 
and then judge, my lords, whether th(‘ House of Comimins 
could rest for one moment, without bringing these matters, 
whicli have hallled all legislation at various limes, before you, 
to try at last what judgment will do. Judgment is whiit 
gives force, elfect, and vigour to laws; laws without judg- 
ment are contemptible and v'dieulous ; wc had better have 
no law's, than laws not enforced by judgments and suitable 
penalties upon delinqiumls. Ki*V(*rt, my lords, to all the sen- 
tences which have heretofore been j)asse(l by this high court. 
Look at the sentence passed upon Lord Bacon ; look at the 
sentence passed upon Jiord Maeeleslield ; and then com[)aro 
the senteiicea which your ancestors have given with the de- 
Tinquencies which were then before them, and you have tho 
measure to be tukcu in your sentence iqmn the delinipieitt 
now before you. Your sentence, I say, will be nu'asm’cd 
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to that rule wliich ought to direct tiic judgment of 
all courts in like cases, lessening it for a lesser ollence, and 
aggravating it for a greater, until the measure of justice U 

coinpletely full. 

j\ly lords, T have done ; the part of tlie Commons is con- 
cluded. AVith a trembling solicitude we consign this product 
of our long, long labours to your charge. Take it ! — take it ! 
It is a sacred trust. Never before was a cause of such mag- 
nitude submitted to any human tribunal. 

My lords, at this awful close, in the name of the Com- 
inojis, and surrounded by them, I attest the retiring, I attest 
t}i(* advancing generations, between wlii(th, as a link in tho 
great chain of eternal order, we stand . — Wa call this nation, 
A\e <*aU the world to witness, that the Commons have shrunk 
iroin no labour ; that we liave been guilty of no prevarication ; 
lliafc we have made no compromise willi crime ; that we have 
not feared any odium wliatsocver, in the long warfare which 
we have carried on ^^ith the crimes — with the vices — with 
the exorbitant woaltli — with the (mormons and overpowering 
iidlucn(*(^ of Eastern corruption. This war, my lords, wo 
li.ive waged foi* twenty-two years, and the contlict has bccu 
Joiiglit at your lordships’ bar lor tlie last seven years. My 
loids, twenty-two years is a great space in the scale of the 
in'*' of man , it is no inconsiderable space in the history of a 
groat nation. A business which has so long occupied the 
‘ •'Uincils and the tribunals of Great Britain, cannot possibly 
1 0 huddled over in tlie course (3f vulgar, trite, and transitory 
\veut>. Nothing but some of those great revolutions that 
hreak tlie traditionary chain c^f human memory, and alter the 
very fact; of nature itself, can possibly obscure it. jMy lords, 
^\e are all elevated to a degree of importance by it ; the 
ni(‘auest of us ^^ill, by means of it, more or less become the 
concA'rn of posti'rity, if we are yet to hope for sueh a thing 
in the present stall' of the world .ns a reeording, retrospect- 
ive^ civilized posti'i ity ; but tliis is in the hands of tho 
great Disjioser of ('veiils ; it is not ours to settle how it 
shall lie. JMy lords, your lloii.se yet stands ; it stands as 
a great edilico ; hut let me say, that it stands in the midst 
of ruins ; in the midst of the ruins tliat liave been Dfiado by 
the greatest moral earthcjiiake that ever convulsed and shal- 
ti-Tcii this globe of ours. My lords, it has pleased PrJvideiica 
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to plrioo iis in such a s(nl<‘, that \vc appear (‘very moni(‘tiL (jj 
be ii[)on the ver^^e of some iimtations. Th(;re is uno 

thiu^, aiul one thincr only, which delieft all mutation ; {\v.\t 
which existed befoni the world, and will survive the falnift 
of the world ilseli'; 1 mean just ic4^ ; that jnstiee, which, em- 
anating from the Divinity, has a place in the breast of (*ver v 
one of ns, given ns ibr our guide with regard to ourselves 
and with regard to others, and which will stand aftm* this 
globe is burned to ashes, our advocati* or our aeemser befery 
the great Judge, wlien lie comes to call upon us for tla^ teiier 
of a well-spent life. 

My lords, the Commons will share in evmy fate with ycHir 
lordships ; there is nothing sinister wdiich can happen to ^ 
in which wo shall not be involved ; and if it sliould so iuip. 
pmi tliat we shall be subj(‘ct(‘(l to soim^ of those IVlgliUnl 
changes which wc have s(‘cn — if it should happtui that sour 
lordships/strifiped of all the decorous distinctions of hiiiii;iii 
society, should, hy hands at om*e base and cruel, he hd In 
lhos(j scaffolds and machines of murder, upon w hitdi great 
kings and glorious <[U(>(‘ns have sliod their blood, ainiiist lln; 
prelates, amidst the nobles, amidst the magistrates who suj)- 
ported their throiuis, may you in those mouumts fee! fclmi 
consolation wliich I. am persuaded they felt in the critical 
moments of their dreadful agony ! 

JNfy lords, tluiro is a consolation, and a great consolation it 
is, whicli often happens to oppressed virtue and falhm digni- 
ty ; it often hapjimis that the very oppressors and persecutors 
themsidvcs are forct'd to bear testimony in its favour. I do 
not like to go for instances :i great way back into anlupiit y. 
I know very w(dl that length of time opiu’atc's so as to gi\c 
an air of the bibulous to remote evtuils, which lessens the 
interest and weakens the application of <.*xamples. I wish 
to come nearer to the present time. Your lordships know 
and have heard, for which of us has not known and heard, of 
the parliament of Paris ? The parliament of Paris had an 
origin very, very similar to that of ilio great court before 
which I stand ; the parliament of Pai-is continued to have a 
great resemblance to it in its constitution, even to its fall ; the 
parliannent of Paris, my lords, xvas ; it is gone ! It lias passi'd 
aw"a\ ; 'it has vanished liki‘, a dream! It fell, pierced by the 
owonl id (\unpti* d<- Mirahean. And yet I will say, lhat 
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that mail, at tlui timo of his tho (U‘atli wound of 

that parliament, produced at oiu.*e the shortest and the grand- 
est funeral oration that ever was or could bo made upon tli« 
ilepartnre of a great court of magistracy. Though he had 
liimsolf smarted iiiidiT its lash, as every one knows who 
knows his history (and he was elevated to dreadful notoriety 
in history), yet when he pronounced tlie death sentence iipoii 
tliat parliament, and iidli(ded the mortal w'ouiid, he declared 
that his motives for doing it were miTcly political, and tluit 
thiiir liands wore as pure as tliose of justice itself, whicli 
tlu‘y administor(‘d — a great and glorious exit, iny lords, of a 
grt‘at and glorious body! ^nd never was a eulogy pro- 
nounced u[)on a body more deserved. Tlujy were persons 
in nobility of rank, in amplitude of fortune, in weiglit of 
ludhority, in depth of Ii‘ariiing, inferior to finv of those that 
h(*ar me. JMy lonls, it was but the other day that they sub- 
i/iitlrd their necks to t he axe ; but their honour was unwonml- 
(‘d. Their (‘neini(‘s, the jiersons who sentenced them to 
(lealh, w'ere lawyers, full id‘ subtlety; tln^y were (‘iiemies, 
full of malice ; yet lawyers full (d* subtlety, and emanies full 
of malice, as tlu'y were, tlu‘y did not dare to reproach thimi 
with liaving sujiported the wt‘althy, tln^ great, and ])owerful, 
and of having opjn’t'ssc'd the weak and fi’(‘bl(‘, in any of their 
judgments, or of Iiaving [)erveiied just iee in any one instanco 
wliatevei*, through fa\oui*, through interest, or cabal. 

My lords, if you must fail, may you so i'all ! Ihit if you 
staiul, and stand L trust you will, together with llie fortune 
of this ancient inonarehy— together with tlu* ancient laws 
:u.d liberties of this great and illustrious kingdom, may yon 
stand as imimpeaehecl in honour as in ])ow(t ; may you stand 
not as a substitute for virtiii', but as an ornament of virtue, 
as a security for virtue ; may yon stand long, and long stand 
the ttuTor of tyrants ; may yon stand tho refuge of alllieted 
natiiMis ; may yon stand a saered temple, for tho peipetuaJ 
residence of an inviolable jiistieo 
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TO THE EIOHT HOX. AVIJ.LIAM OKKAIll) lIAMILTOy. 

Dear Sir, IVLirclj, 17(>:L 

I am now on the point of acquiring, through your 
friendship, an establishment,' which 1 am sensible is as mui h 
above my merits as, in any other channel, it may be above my 
reasonable expectations. 1 should think myself inexcusable 
in receiving this pension, and loading your interest with so 
licavy a charge, without apprizing you of those conditions on 
which, alone, T am able to take it; beeans(‘, wlieii J hav(j 
taken it, I ought no longer to eonsider myself as ])osscssed 
of my former freedom and iiuhq)endenc(\ 

1 have often wished to explain rnystdf fully to you on this 
point. It is against rny general notions to trust to writing, 
where it is in one’s power to confer otherwise. Jbil neither 
do you hear, nor do I sjieak, on this snhjiad, with the same 
ease with which we converse on others. This is but natural; 
and I have llierefore cliosen this method, as less liable to 
misunderstanding and dispute; and lioj)e you will bo so in- 
dulgent, as to hear me with coolness and attention. 

You may recollect, wlien you did nuj the honour to take 
me as a companion in your stn.dies, you found me with tho 
little work wo spoke of last Tuesday, as a sort of reut-chargo 
on my thoughts, I informed yon of this, and you aeqniesceil 
in it. You are now so generous, (and it is but strict justice 
to allow that upon all occasions you have been so,) to oiler 
to free me from this burthen. Ihit, in fact, though 1 am 

* Alluding to a peiinion of £300 per aiiiiuin, granted this year by 
Lord HiiliiUx, then lord-iicutenaiit of Ireiand, upon the application ot 
his li.icelleiicy’s secretary ** sinr/fe speech** llainilton. See an ac- 
count Ci^ afliiir in l*ii(jr*.i Life of Hiirke, p, 71, &c 





443 


extremely desirous of dcfcrnn^^ the accomplishment, I hii\e 
no notion of entirely supprossinj^ that \vork ; and this upon 
two principles, not solely confined to that work, hut which 
extend much further, and indeed to the plan of my whole 
lile. 

Whatever advantages I have acquired, and even that 
advantage which 1 must reckon as the greatest and most 
pleasing of them, have been owing to some small degree of 
literary reputation, it will be hard to persuade me that any 
further services Avhich your kindness may ])ropose for me, or 
any in which iny friends may wish to cooperate with you, 
will not be greatly facilitated by doing something to ciilti- 
v.'tUi and keep alive the same repul ation. 1 am fully sensible, 
that this re}>utation may be at least as much hazarded, as for- 
warded, by new publications. But because a certain oblivion 
is the consequence, to writers of my inferior class, of an 
entire neglect of publication, I consider it such a risk as 
sometimes must be run. Bor this purpose, some short time, 
at convenient intervals, and especially at the dead time of 
iho year, will be requisite to study and consult proper 
books. These times, as you very well know, cannot be easily 
deiined ; nor indeed is it necessary they should. The matter 
may be very easily s('Uled by a good understanding between 
ourselves; and by a discretit liberty, which 1 think you would 
not wish to restrain, nor 1 to abuse. I am not so unreason- 
able, nor absurd enough, to think J liave any title to so con- 
siderable a share in 3 'our interest as 1 have had, and hope 
stii! to have, without any or but an insignificant return on 
n' Y side ; especially as 1 am conscious that my best and most 
continued endeavours are of no A^ery groat value. 1 know 
that your business ought, on all occasions, to have the pre- 
ference; to bo the first and Hie last, and, indeed, in all 
respects, tlie main concern. All 1 contend for is, that 1 may 
not be considered as absolutely excluded from all other 
thoughts, ill their proper time and due subordination; 
tlie fixing the times for them, to be left entirely to yourself. 

1 do not remember that, hitherto, any pursuit has been 
Btopped, or any plan left defective, through my inattention, 
or through my attention to other matters; and I protest to 
Hod, I have aj)plied to whatever you have thought proper to 
bet me, with a vigour and alacrity, and even an eagerness, that 
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T nevri* loll; in any MllUii* ot* iny own wlmtsoevef If \on 
li.'ivo nofc obacTvod this, yon luive not, J think, observod with 
yonr usual sa;^acity. Hut it* you have observed it, and 
attrihulod it to an interested design, whicdi will cease wlnni 
its end is in any degree answered, luy mind bears me witness 
that you do not do me justice. 1 act almost always from my 
present impnlae, and with little scheme or design; and 
perhaps, generally, with too little. If you think w hat 1 
have proposed unreasonable, my request is that you will, 
which you may very easily do, get my Lord JIaiibix to post- 
pone the pension, and afterwards to drop it. AVe shall go on 
as bt‘fore, until some other more satisfactory matter occurs. 
For 1 should ill brook an accusation, either director implied, 
that 1 had through yonr frumdship acijulred a considerahle 
(‘stahlishment, and afterwards neglected to make any fair 
return in my power. 'Fhe thought of this has given mt5 
gr(‘at pain; and J would not he t*asy without (‘oming to some 
explanation npoii it. Jn iiie light I. consider things, it can 
create no great dilllenity; but it may possibly, to yon, appear 
otherwise. Let this be how it will, 1 can never forget ll\e 
obligations — tiie very many and great obligations — which I. 
have already had to you; and wliieli, in any situation, will 
always give yon a right to call on me for aiiythiiig within my 
compass. If I do not often acknowledge my sense of them, 
it is because 1 know you are not vi?ry fond of professions, 
nor am 1 vt‘ry clever at making them. You will Like in 
good part this liberty ; which, sincerely, is not made for the. 
purpose of ex(*rcising my pen impertineiil ly. Two words 
from you would settle the point, one way or another. 

1 am, with the utmost truth, ever yours, 

Edm. Euuki:. 

TO THE HiaUT llON. WILLIAM GEKAUI) HAMILTON. 

Deati Sih, 

Your letter, winch I received about four o’clock 
yesterday, seemed not to have been written with an intenlion 
of being answered. However, on considering tlio matter 
this morning, I thought it respectful to yon, and, in a man- 
ner, ne^'essary to myself, to say something to those heavy 
charges which vou have made against njo in onr last cmj- 
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Torsatioiis ; and Avliirh, ^^ith a politti acrimony in the ex- 
pression, you have iliought j^roper to n'jjoat in your letter. 

1 should, indeed, be extremely unhappy, if 1 felt any 
consciousness at all of that unkijidncss, of Inch you have 
so lively a sense. In the six years during which I liavc had 
the honour of being conneeled with you, 1 do not know 
that I have given you one just occasion of complaint; and if 
all things have not succeeded every way to your wishes, I 
may aj)i)eal to your own ecpiity and candour, wdiether tlie 
Diilure was owing to anything wTong in my advice, or in- 
altcntion in my conduct; 1 can honestly allirm, and your 
Jicart will not contradict me, that in all cases I prcTci-red 
)oiir interest to my own. 1 made you, and not myself, the 
'jlr^t object in every deliberation. J studied your advance- 
ment, your fortuiu', and your repulalion in everything, with 
zeal and earnestness ; and sotmdimt's w itli an aiixiety, which 
has made many of my hours miserable, TsTobody could bo 
jiiorc ready tlian I was to acknowledge the obligations I had 
to you; and if I tliought, as in some instances 1 did, and do 
still think, I had cause of dissatisfaction, J ncv(*r i‘)mressed 
it to others, or made yourself uneasy about them. 1 acted, 
in every respect, with a lidelity which, ! trust, cannot bo 
impeached. Jf there be any part of my conduct in life, 
upon which ! can look with entire satisfaction, it is my 
behaviour with reganl to }Ou. 

l;lo far as to tlie past : with regard to the present, what is 
that iiiikindiu'ss and niisbeliaviour of wliich you complain? 
]My heart is full of friendship to yon ; and is there a single 
point whicli the best and most inlt'lligi'ut men have Jixed, as 
a proof of friendship and gratitinh^, in which I luwe been 
deticlcnt, or in which 1 thn'uten a failure? AV hat you blame 
is only this, that J wil. not consent to bind myself to you, 
for no less a term tlian my wliole lif<*, in a sort of domestic 
Bitiiation, for a consideration to be taken out of your private 
fortune; that is, to circumscribe my hopes, to give ii]) even 
the ])ossibility of liberty, and absolutely to annihilate my- 
self for ever.' 1 beseedi yon, is the demand, or tlu^ refusal, 
the act of nnkindnessr if ever sucli a test of Irieiidship 
was proposed, in any instance, to any man iiviug, I admit 
that my comiuct has been unkind; and, if you please, un- 
grateful. 
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If I luid acc^‘[)tecl yuiir kind oilers, and afterwards refustMl 
to abide by the condition you annex to them, you then 
would have had a good right to tax me with unkindness. 
3iut what have L done, at ilie end of a very long, however I 
confess un])roli table, service, but to pn'fcr iny owu liberty to 
the oilers of advantage you arc pleased to miiko me t aiul, at 
the same time, to touder you the contiiiuaiico of those 
services (upon which partiality alone induces you to set any 
value) in the most disinterested manner, as far as I can do 
it, consistent with that freedom to which, for a long time', I 
have determined to sacriiit^c every consideration, and which 
1 never gave you the slightest assurance that I had any 
intention to surrender ; whatevtu* my private resolves may 
have been in case an evc'iit had happened, which (so far as 
coiicerus myseli*) I rejoice never to have taken ])lac(3 ? You 
are kind enough to say, that you looked u])on my fritMulshij) 
as valuable ; but hint that it has not been lasting. I r(‘ally 
do not know when, and by what act, 1 broke it off. I should 
be wicked and mad to do it; nnh'ss you call that a lasting 
frieiidshij), which all mankind would call a settled S(*rvit nde, 
and which no ingenuity can distinguish from it. Oneo more, 
put yourself in my situation, and judge for mo. If 1. Ua\e 
spoken too strouglj^ you will bo so good to pardon a man on 
liis defence, in one of the nicest questions to a mind that has 
any feeling. I meant to speak fully, not to oUbnd. 1 am 
not used to defend my conduct; nor do I intend, for tho 
futuro^ to fall into so bad a liabit. I have been warmtivl to 
it by the imputation you threw on me; as if 1 deserted you 
on account solely of your Avant of success. On this, how- 
ever, I shall say nothing, because perhaps 1 should grow still 
warmer ; and I would not drop one loose word which might 
mark the least disrespect, ami hurt a friendship which has 
been, and I Hatter myself will be, a satisfaction and au 
honour to me. 1 beseech you that you will judge of me with 
a little impartiality and temper. I ho [)0 1 have said nothing 
in our last interview which could \irg(^ you to the passion 
you speak of. If anything fc*ll wliicli was strong in ‘he c.v- 
pressioii, I believe it was from you, and not from me, and it 
is right that I should bear more than I then heard. I said 
iiothir but what [ took the liberty of meiitioiiing to you a 
year ago, in Dublin: T gave you no reason to think 1 hid 
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made any change in my resolution. AVe, notwithstanding, 
have ever since, until within these few (lays, proceeded as 
usual. Pcriuit mo to do so again. No man living can have 
a higher veneration than I have for your abilities, or can 
set a higher value on your friendship, as a great private 
satisfaction, and a very honourable distinction. I am much 
obliged to you for the favour you intcuid me, in sending to 
me in three or four days (if you do not send sooner), when 
you have had time to consider this matter coolly. I Avill 
again call at your door, and hope to be admitted ; I beg it, 
and entreat it. j\t tlio same time do justice to the single 
motive which I liavc for desiring this favour, and desiring it 
ill tills manner. 1 liave not wrote all this tiresome matter 
in hopes of bringing on an altercation in writing, which you 
are so good to me ns to d(?cline personally; and which, in 
eitiuM* way, I am most solicitous to shun. What I say is, on 
reviewing it, little more than I have laid before you in 
a?iothcr manner. It certainly requires no answer. 1 ask 
pardon for my prolixity, which my anxiety to stand well in 
your opinion has caused. 

lam, with great truth, 

Your most allbciionalc and most obliged 
bumble Servant, 

Edm. Burke. 


TO TUE MARQUIS OF ROCKTNOHAM. 

v DEAR Lord, Gregorios, Scjitcmbcr (12tb), 1769. 

Our meeting was held yesterday; the ostensible parti- 
culars of which Lord Lemple took care io transmit immedi- 
ately to the newspaper. 1 slinll not, therefore, trouble your 
lordship with them here. A^ery little pains were taken to form 
a striking appearance oii the (lay; however, it proved beyond 
oxpeelation. Aubrey' was the only person who seemed to 
have acted rightly ; ho came into the town on horseback at 
the head of sixty-livo freeholders. However, when we got 
into the town-hall, it was quite full; there were not fewer, 
1 imagine, than four hundred, many of thorn substantial peo- 
ple, who came forward to the work with a good countenance, 

* SubHrfjUonlly Sir .lulin Aubrev. M. I’. 
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and an alacrity equal to that of the third regiment of guards.* 
Everytliing litd bocji demo to traverse us; the terrors of tho 
House of Coininoiis were lield over many, and the word was, 
“ Tho king will despise your petitions, and tdien wliat will 
you do? Will yon go into reheilion?** &c. &e. The Tories 
in general stayed away. O’Hrien, in his speech, let Jly at 
tlie Earl of Eulc, and was rather for giving a more Wliiggish 
complexion to the meeting, than would be (piiUj prudent in 
a county where tlie others \v('re so strong, and in whicli some 
of them voti'd with ns, though tluy did not choose to appear 
on this occasion. But on the A\hoh? h(‘ did very w(‘ll. j\o 
(Grenville, except Ceorge’s (ddest son,'*^ a v('ry scuisihle ])ny, 
and as well disposed to a lillle faction as any of his family. 
VV"e were told we should have had Jlarry (IrtMiville, hut 
Lord Temple found out that ho was no freeholder in Hk; 
county. His lordship, after dinm'r, mnd(‘ an apology for 
George’s absence, declaring, that he highly approved the 
j)rijiciples of the meeting, but thought he should he able to 
defend it with tho greater wcn'glit if ho wero not ])resent at it. 
This was awkward, and awkwardly delivered. At tho diniH'r 
it was thought iiee('ssary tiiat the gentlemen should not dim? 
all together; accordingly, Lord Temple stayetl at one lioiist', 
and Lord Verney and some more (»f ns went to tho other. 
In order to pres(*rvea harmony in onr toasts, tln^y sent them 
to ns from the hous<* we had left, where they had hetMi de^ 
vised. An attempt was made to insinuate a great deal of 
Grenvilleism into the meeting. However, sonudhing was 
done a little to halaiice it; and a. toast tliat liad been sent 
down in an improper mode, about Yorksliire, was drt'ssed by 
Aubrey and O’Erieji in somewhat a better manner. What 
tliirk you of the ill roe, nnit(‘d brothers ? ** Tho freeholders 
dined,' as we did all, at a market-ordinary, for wliich we paid 
our shillings. Afterwards, wine was given at the expenses of 

JiOrd V. and Lord T . The first part was necessary, hc- 

causo llio freeholders had been aiformed tliat Ukto was to 
be no treating; and ibey were to be induced to come by tho 

* AllufUiig to tli»: eiiiijluyiiieiit of tlic military in St. tJeovge’s Fields, in 
:hc prueodirig ye.ir. 

* George, aiurward.'i thud Flail Teiiijilo. 

’ J-Oi CJiatliani, and his brolhera by mujri.ige, L. rd Ti :i.jde and Mf 
Cef.rg'j Gitioilie. 
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moderation of the expense. The other was proper to con- 
clude tlie (lily checrJully, and it had a very good effect. I 
take it the signature will he general. Above three hundred 
h:ign( (l upon the s]K)t. liavo not, 1 believe, two thou- 

sind in the county. * ♦ 

* ♦ * * # . 

liclleve ini', with the slneen‘st and most conliiil atfach- 
riient, my (lc:ir lord, 

Your ever obedient and obliged 
humble Servant, 

-Mdm. jluiiKi:. 


TO AlirilUlt YOt'iN(t, ES(^.' 

Dkar Sir, October, 1771. 

j should (‘(‘rlainly, before this, have done myself th(^ 
lionoiir of visiting your larm, and have endcavoiireil to profit 
l)v what I should se(\ ;md much more by what 1 should hear 
:it it, but that the hourly, and hitherto constantly disap- 
puiiitcd, (?x])oetatioii of my brother’s arrival from the West 
Indies has detained and still detains me at home. 1 do n’t, 
b.i)\v(wer, altog(dher (h^spjiir of the jdeasurc of paying you my 
I’t'spects before tin' wintc'r sets in. I have now gone mi- 
nutely tbrongh your last lour, and the synopsis, with wbicdi 
you have so ])ropcrly'’ and judiciously closed it. Some things 

moment are, 1 think, clearly and decisively asc^ertained ; 
ind still a cloud remains over some of the most important 
and interesting questions in husbandry; and you are too far 
i»'’!io’ od from tbo unfairness of system-makers, to turn our 
* ; os away from that cloud when you are unable to dispel it. 
It appears such as it is; and you have not called in the aid 
nf fancy and opinion to supply the want of real knowledge. 
^h\e of the grand points in controversy (a controversy, in- 
<lc(‘d, chiefly carried on b(?tween pracdico and spcnmlatioii) is 
1 lint of ilcep-ploiifflnng. Jn your last volume you seem, on 
th(‘ whole, rather against that practice, aiul have given several 
reasons for y^oiir judgment, xxhiidi deserve to ho very well 
(unsidered. In order to know liow we ought to plough, wo 


1 he distiiipfuished wrifer on afrricultr.rt‘, 'ind proinoter of rural econo* 
iny ; appointed sej-retary t*-! the Beard of Affricultiire, (?n its establishment 
'•> !703. 

VCL. Till 2 C 
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to know what end It is we propose to ourselves in that 
operation. The first and instrumental end is to divide llui 
soil ; the last and ultimate end, so far as rej^ards the plants 
is to faeilitate the pushing of tlie blade upwards, and the 
shooting of th(‘ roots in all the inferior directions. Tiieiv is 
further proposed a more ready admission of exte^^nal intlu- 
eiiccs, the rain, the sun, and the air, charged with all those 
heterogeneous oontemts whieli are suspended in that groat 
universal menslriuim, some, possildy all, of which, are ne- 
cessary for the nourishment of the ])lants. By ploi'.gliintr 
deep you answer these ends in a greater mass of the soil. 
This would seem in favour of de(‘p-})longhing, as nothing else 
than aceomplishing, in a more perfect manner, tliose very 
ends for whicli you are induced to plough at all. But doiiht.^ 
here arise, only to he solved by <‘xperiment. First, is it 
quite certain tliat it is good for tlie ear and grain of farinaee- 
ous plants, that their roots sliould spread ami descend into 
the ground to the greatest possible distanci's and de])l!is? 
Is there not some limit in tins ? We know that, in timla r, 
wliat makes one part (lourisb, does not (‘qnally conduce to 
the b('nelit; of all ; and tliat which may be bencticial to the 
wood, does not equally contribute to the quantity and good- 
ness of the tVuifc, and vice verm, that what increases the fruit 
largely is oftmi far from serviceable to the t]*e(\ Scc(«ndly, 
is that looseness to great diqiths, supposing it useful to oim 
of the species of ])lants, equally useful to all ? Thirdly, 
though the exterjial inilueuces, the rain, the sun, the air, an. 
undoubtedly a |)art, and a large part, iii vegetation, docs it 
follow that tinware ecpially salutary in any quaidilit's. at 
any depths; or tliat- tliougli it may lx? ustdnl to dill’iise mu? 
of th(‘se agents as extensively as may be in tlie (‘artli, 
therefore it will be eipially . s(?ful to render tiu? earth in tiio 
same d(*grce pervious to all ? It is a <!angerous way of rva- 
Roning ill ])hysics, as well as morals, to conclude, bccair t' a 
given jiroporlion of anything is advanlagt'ous, that tlu> dou- 
])le will be twice as good, or that it Avill be good at all. 
iV(*ithcr in tlie one nor the other is it always true that ty»o 
and two make four. iMinrthly, tliero art? other 
ill besides its looseness or tenacity, which may make it 
ilaugerous to apply earth of eertaiii j>ro])erties to the ]>kmt 
by deep ploughing. The minerals, in general, seem unp*9»' 
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pitiouB to vegetiilioii ; W)inc clays sc('m to be of the Paine 
noxious quality, and this, if true, makes an exception to 
deep-ploughing upon bottoms mixed with such substances, 
supposing the principle of dce])-ploughing to be otherwise 
generally sound. ^TJndcr this head comes the general ob- 
jeetiou of farmers against ploughing up the dead earth, or 
going be 3 'ond what is called the staple ; that is, that body of 
dark-coloiirt'd mould, wliich seems to in part formed of 
rotten vegetables and animal substances. All these are 
doubts ami (piestions not to be passed over lightly ; esjie- 
ci.'i the last, because^ it comes from men of much experi- 
ence, and is not a local objection, from the particular nature 
ot‘ a certain substratum, but supposes an universal inaptitude 
ill all soils, beyond a certain depth, for tbo purposes of vege- 
tation. 


TO ClIARLKS TUWNSHKND, KSQ. 

Dear Sir, October 17lh, 1771* 

1 am mneh obliged to you for llu' kind part you liavt? 
lakeu, on the ivport of our fritnid Kit/.herbert’s eonviu’sation 
about the author of Junius. You have done it in a manner 
lhat is just to me, and delicate to both of us. 1 am indeed 
extremely ready to believe, that be has had no share in cir- 
culating an opinion so very injurious to me, as that I am 
iMpable of treating the character of rny friends, and even my 
own character, with levity, in order to be abU‘ to attack that 
of others xvith the less suspicion. AVhcii I have anything to 
ol)je^*t to persons in power, they know' vtuy xvell that I ns(> 
no sort of managements towards them, exeept those which 
every honest man owes to bis oxvn dignity. If 1 thought it 
iiecessary to bring the same ehargi's against them into a 
more public discussion than that of the House of Commons, 
1 should uao exactly the same freedom, making myself, iu 
the same manner, liable to all the consequences. You ob- 
serve very rightly, that no fair man can believe me to be the 
author of Junius. Such a supposition might tend, indeed, to 
raise the estimation of mv powiTs of writing above their just 
value. Not one of my friends does, upon that flattering 
principle, give me for tlic writer; aud when my enemies en- 
deavour to fix Junius upon mo, it is not fur the sake of 
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giving me credit of an able 2 )erformance. l\Iy friends I Iiave 
Hatisiied ; — my enemies shall never have any direct saiistiie- 
lion from me. The ministry, 1 am told, arc convinced of my 
having written .Tnnins, on tho authority of a miserable booR- 
Bellcr’s preface, whieli I have read since I saw yon, in which 
there are not three lines of common truth or sense, and 
which defames me, if possible, with more falsehood and 
malignity, than the libellers whom they pay for that worthy 
])nrp()se. ^.fliis argument of theirs only serves to sliow how 
mncli their malice is superior to tludr discernment. Fop 
some years, and almost daily, they have been ahnsing me in 
the public papers; and (among oilier pretmices fur their 
si urrility) as being the author of the l(‘tt(M’s in ipiestion. I 
ha\e never once condescended to iak(‘ the l(‘ast notice of 
tladr inv(‘(*tiv('s, or jmblicly to deny the fact upon which 
some of them were grounded. At the same time, to yon, or 
to any of my friends, 1 have been as ready as I ought to be, 
ill diselaiming in the most precise terms, writings, that are 
as superior [lerhaps to my talents, as tlu‘v are most certainly 
differmit in many essential points from my regards and my 
pi’inciples. 1 am, with the greatest truth and aneetioii, 

My dear Mir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

Edm. Eurke. 

I only wait my lirolheris arrival to pay my visit to 
FVognall. 


TO A PRUSSIAN OKNTM.MAN. 

Sin, 1772. 

Permit im^ to return you my most sincere thanks for 
f he honour of your very ohligin letter. Nothing can be more 
])olite than the offer of your corrcvspondence, and nothing 
more acceptable than your specimen of it. 

J hope you will not look on the long delay of my ackiiov>- 
ledgmmits, as a jiroof that \ want the fullest sense of tho 
great favour 1 liave received. I owed you the best con- 
sidered and tho best informed judgment I could make, on 
the nuestion which you proposed. The answer might affect 
roiir propt‘rtv, which you will give me leave to regard as a 
c?attcr far from indifferent to me. After all, I am obliged 
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io owii to you tliat. t.lio mom 1 lijive nml tlio 

more 1 have reilecLi?(l, the lesa capable I find niyacH' of 
giving you any ach ic on which I can venture to confide. 
1 liavc never had any concern in the riiiula t>t‘ Hits Eaafc 
Jiidia Company, nor have iaivcn any part whatsoever in 
its affairs, (*xccpt when they canu' hclortj me in tla^ course 
of pai*liamenlary proceedings. Of fate years tlic inter- 
vention ol‘ the claims and powers of government, the 
magnitude- of the ])osHessions in the East, wliich have 
involved the coneems of the Company with tlie contentions 
of parties at lumie, and with the mass of the polities of Asia 
and Europe, together with many other j)artienlars, have ren. 
dcrod all reasonings upon that stock a inattm- of moi-e intri- 
cacy and delicacy than whilst tin; (Company was restraimal 
within the limits of a moderate coniiiicrce. Jlovvt^vcr, one 
advantage has arisen from the magnitude of this object, and 
the discussions which have grown from its impoitancc, that 
almost everything relative to it is become vt'ry ])uhlie. The 
proceedings in parliament and in the India House have 
given as many lights to the foreign stockholders as to the 
inhabitants of tliis kingdom. Many persons on the conti- 
nent, as well as here, are more capable of giving yon good 
information than 1 am; 1 dare not risk an opinion, lam 
persuaded you will have the goodm‘Ss to excuse a caution, 
vvhicli has its rise from my extreme tenderness towards yonp 
interest. 

With regard to general politics, you judge vi'ry ])]’opcTly 
that we arc more removed from them than you ar<g wlio live 
in the centre of the political circle. However, though 
situated in the circumference, we have onr shanj of concern 
and curiosity. I am happy to receive tliat information v- Inch [ 
have no right to expect, and no ability to requite. My 
situation is very obscure and private, and I have scarce any- 
thing to do, but with the ininnle detail of our own internal eco- 
nomy. To this I contine myself entirely. As to the grand 
machine, I admire its effects, without being often able to 
comprehend its operations, or to discover its springs. I look 
on these events as historical. The distance of place, and 
absence from management, operate as remoteness of time. I 
am obliged to you for your account of his Prussian ^lajesty’s 
military arrangements. T make no doubt that a prince eo 
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wise aud politic will improve his new acquisitions (for I am 
not to call them conquests) to the best advantage for Ida 
power and greatness. 1 agree no less with your observation, 
that it was extremely fortunate the three great allied powers 
were able to find a fourth which was utterly unable to resist 
any one of them, and much less all united. If this circum;. 
stance had not coneurred with their earnest inclinations to pre. 
serve the public tranquillity, they might have been obliged to 
find a discluirgc for tluj superfluous sln'Ugth of their ph.tlio- 
ric habits iu the d(‘struc<ioii of the finest coiiiitries in Eiiroju*. 

( )nc great branch of the alliance has not been quite so fort un- 
ale. Kussia seems to me still to rc‘tain, though under Euro- 
]>eau forms aud names, too much of the Asiatic spirit iu its go- 
vernment and manners to be long well poised andsecure witliiii 
ilsidf ; and without that advantage, nothing 1 apprehend ciiii 
l)t‘ done in a long struggle. Turkey is not prey, at h‘ast, for 
those whose motions are sometimes in(le(‘d precipitate, but 
seldom alert. The nature of the Turkisli frontier provinces, 
an immense foss-diteh (if! may so call it) of desert, is a ile- 
f\‘nee made iudt'ed, in a great measun*, at tiui expense of 
maukind, but still it is a great defence; and the applicability, 
if not the extent, of the Turkish resources are much greal(*r 
than those* of tlieir northern enemy. It is not now likely 
that niy paradoxical wish should be answeri*d, or that I 
should Jive to see the Turkish barbarism civilized by the 
liussiau. 1 don’t wish well to the former power. Any 
people but the Turks, so seated as they are, would have been 
cultivated in three huudr(‘d years ; but tht‘y grow mure 
gross in the very native soil of civility and relinemcnt. 1 
was sorry for the late inisibrtuues of the liussiaiis ; but I 
(lid not so well know how much of it they owed to their own 
obstinacy. Misfortunes are r.-tural and inevitable to those 
who rtjfuse to take advantage of the king of Prussia’s lights 
and talents. You say that he was their Cassandra: if so, 
tlicse [)eople are inexcusable indeed ; surtdy nothing could 
be less rc*mote than Ids predictions from the ravings of vir- 
gin simplicity. They were oracles directly from the very 
tripod of Apollo. The rest of mankind do more justices to 
the heroic intellect, as well as to the other great qualities, of 
the king your master. 

Pray, dear sir, Avliat is next ? These powers will cou 
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tiiiiic armed. TIkm’i’ anna laiial liave eniployinout. Poland 
was blit a broaklawt, and tlicro are not many Polands to be 
found, AVlier(3 will they dine? i\fter all our love of tran- 
quillity, and all expedients to preserve it, alas, poor Peace I 


TO WTLLIAAI nUEOlI, 

Deah Sir, AV'estniinstor, Pobruary 0, 1775. 

I be;^ you will not think that my delay in returning 
yon the proof-sheet of your most ingenious anil most obliging 
Il(*di(*ati()n could proceed from a want of the liveliest sen- 
si hiliiy to the great honour yon have done me. T now 
return the proof with my sincercst and most grateful ac- 
knowledgments. 

Some topics are touched in that dedication, on wdiich I 
could wish to explain mystdf to you. 1 should have been 
glad to do it through iNfr. Mason; but to my gri'at loss, on 
this and many other aecouiits, he left town suddenly. In- 
deed, at tliat time and ever since, the pri'ssiiro of American 
husiui'ss on one liand, and a petition against my election on 
till* other, left me not a single minute at my disposal, and I 
have now little leisure enough 1o explain myselt‘ elearly on 
some points in that dedication, wliicli L eitlier misunderstand, 
or they go upor a misapprehension of some part of my pub- 
lic coililuct ; for which reason 1 w isli, if I might presume to 
int(‘rfere, that they may be a liith' alteri'il. 

It is certain that 1 have, to the best of my power, sup- 
ported the cstablisliment of the ehurtrli, upon grounds and 
principles wliieli I am liap{)y to lind countenanced by your 
appndiation. This yon have been told; but you have not 
heard that T supported also the petition of the dissimters., 
for a larger toleration than they enjoy at present nndor tho 
lettin* of the act of King William. .In fact, my 0 ])inioii 
in favour of toleration goes far lieyoiid the limits of that 
act, which was no more than a provision for certain sets 
of men, under certain circumstances, and by no means 
AYbat is commonly vailed “ an act of toleration.” 1 am 
greatly deceived, if my opinions on this subject are not 
consistent with the strictest and the best supported church 

* Author of a script iinil confutation of Mr. liiiidscy’s .\pi)lo«ry ; 
cf jui iii(]uiry into the hclicf of tho (Mirisiiaiis of the lir.-^t throe conturiosi. 
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establiabineiit. I caiiiiut consiJt.T c jr ilisM(.‘utera, of 
any kind, as schismatics ; whatever some of their leadcirj 
might originally have been in the eye of ilim, who alone 
knows W'hcthcr llicy acted under tlie direction of such a 
conscience as they had, or at the instigation of pride and 
passion. There are many things amongst most of thoin 
which I rather dislike tlian dare to condemn, ]\ly ideas of 
toleration go far beyond even theirs. I Avould give a full 
civil protection, in which I include an immunity from all 
disturbance of their public religious worship, and a power of 
teaching in schools as well as temples, to Jews, Mahometans, 
and even Pagans ; especially if they are already possosst‘d of 
those advantages by long and prescriptive usage, which is ns 
sacred in this exercise of rights as in any other. Much 
more am 1 inclined to tolerate those whom I look upon ns 
our brethren. I mean all those who profess our common 
hope, extending to all tlie reformed andunreformed ehurcln*s, 
both at home and abroad ; in none of whom I lind anything 
capitally amiss, but their mutual hatred of each otliiT. 1 
can never think any man a heretic, or schismatic, by eduvu’ 
tion. It must be, as i conceive, by an act in which his olch 
choice (influenced by hlamcuhle passions) is more concerned 
than it can be by bis early prejudices, and his btdng aggre- 
gated to bodies, for wlioiu men naturally form a great degren 
of reverence and alfection. This is my opinion, and my con- 
duct has been conformable to it. Another age will see il 
more general; and I tliink that this g(m(*ral affection 
religion Avill never introduce indilfcreiuH?, but will ratliir 
increase real zeal, Christian fmwour, and pious emulation; 
that it will make a commou cause against Epicurism, ami 
everything that corrupts the mind and renders it unworthy 
of its family,* But toleration docs not exclude natiouMl 
preference, eitlier as to mode or opinions, and ail the law ful 
and hon(*st means Avhich may be used for the support of that 
preference. 

1 should ho happy to converse with you, and such as you, 
on tliese subjects, and to unlearn my mistaken o])inions, il 
such they should be; for, however erroncoos, I believe 
there is no evil ingredient in them. In looking over thai 
dediC'ttion, if you sliould agree with me, that tlu ie are some 
’ That St — of \i< nrigin. 
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tsprcsriious that cany with ilioiii an idea of iiiy pushing iiiy 
ideas ot* church establiahment further than i do, you will 
naturally soften or change them accordingly. 1 do not know 
very well how to excuse tlic great liberty .1 take, in troubling 
you with observations, where 1 ought to speak only my ob- 
ligations. lie assured, that f feel myself extremely honoured 
by your good opinion, and sliall be made very ba[»py by your 
friendship. 

1 am with the givatest esteem, Siv, 


TO THIO M A UQU IS OP llOOKI NUlf AW. 

Mv DEAR Lord, Augusts;], 1775. 

When I was last in towui, 1 wrote a short hdter, by 
Mr. Thesiger. Lut 1 opened all I had in my thoughts so 
fully to Lord John Cavendish, who was then setting out for 
the north, that I do not know whether it be necessary to 
trouble your lordship any further upon the unhappy subject 
of that letter and conversation. However, if I did not write 
something on that subject, 1 should be incapable of writing 
at idl. It has, 1 confess, taken entire possession of my mind. 

We are, at length, actually involved in that war which your 
lordship, to your iiiriuite honour, has made so many elforts 
to keep at a distance. It has come upon us in a mannr more 
disagreeable and unpromising than the most gloomy prog- 
nostic had ever foretold it. Your lordship’s observation on 
the general temper of the nation at this crisis is certainly 
just. If any indication is to b(? taken from external appear- 
ances, the king is entirely satisfied with the ])reseiit state of 
bis government. Ills spirits at his levees, at the play, every- 
where, seem to be remarkably good. His ministers, too, ari^ 
perfectly at their ease. Most of them are amusing themselv<‘H 
in the country, while Hnglaud is disfiirnishcd of its forces in 
the face of armed Europe, and (Gibraltar and TMinorca are di‘- 
iivered over to the custody of hireigners. They are at their 
ease relative to the only ])oint which could give them anxiety, 
— they are assured of their places. 

As to the good people of England, tliey seem to partake 
every day, more and more, of the character of that adminis- 
tration wh’ch they have been induced to tolerate. I am satis. 
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lied, that ulthiu a few yt‘ars there has been a great ehae *M 
in the national character. We seem no longer that eager, 
inquisitive, jealous, fiery people, which we have been formerly, 
and wliich we have been a very short time ago. The pco[)ie 
look back, without pleasure or indignation; and forward, 
without hope or fear. No man commends the measures 
which have been pursued, or expects any good from those 
which are in preparation; but it is a cold, languid opiiiiDii, 
like what ineii discover in affairs that do not couceru them. 
Jt excites to no passion ; it prompts to no action. 

in all this state of things 1 lind my observation and intel- 
ligence ])erfectly agree with your lordshijfs. In one poinl, 
indeed, L have tlie misfortune -to differ. I do not think that 
weeks, or even months, or years, will bring the monandi, the 
ministers, or the people, to feeling. To bring the ])eople to 
a feeling, such a feeling, I mean, as tends to amendmcuit or 
alteration of system, there must be ])lan and management, 
All direction ot* public hiimonrand opinion must originate' in 
a few. Perhaps a good deal of that humour and o|)inioti 
must he owing to such direction. Invents supply mattu'ials; 
times furnish dispositions ; but conduct alone can bring iliiau 
to bear to any useful purpose. 1 never yet knew an instance 
of any general leinper in the nation, that might nut have hecn 
tolerably well traced to some particular piu’sons. Jf tilings 
are left to themselves, it is juy clear opinion that anal ion 
may slide down fair and softly from the highest point of 
grandeur and prospcu'ity to tlie lowest state of imbecilit y and 
incaniiess, without any one’s marking a particular period in 
this declension, 'without asking a question about it, or in the 
least speculating on any of the innumerable acts which have 
stolen in this silent and insensible revolution. Every event 
HO ])repares the subsequent, tin \ when it arrives, it produces 
no surprise, nor any extraordinary alarm. I am certain that 
if pains, great and immediate pains, are not takiMi to prevent 
it, such must be the fate of this country. VVe look to the 
merchants in vain — they are gone from us, and from thcin- 
Belves. They consider America as lost, and they look to 
administration for an indemnity. Hopes arc accordingly 
held out to them, that some equivalent for their debts wdl 
be provided. Jn the mean time, the leading men annujg 
them are kept full fed with contracts, and n'lnittanccs, jiihI 
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ji;bs of all descriptions ; and they are indefatigable in their 
endeavours to keep the others quiet, with the prospect of 
their share in those emoluments, of which they see their ad* 
visors already so amply in possession. They all, or the grejit- 
cst number of them, be^n to snuff the cadaverous Jiaut gout 
of lucrative war. AVar, indeed, is become a sort of substitute 
for commerce. Tlic freighting business never was so lively, 
on account of tlu^ prodigious taking up for trnnspoi’t service, 
(jrcat orders for ])rovisions and stores of all kinds, new clolh- 
ing for the tro()[)s and the intended six thousand Canadians, 
puls life into the woollen manufacture ; and a number of nnni 
of war, oi-dered to be equippi^d, lias given a ])retenee for such 
a quantity of nails and other iron work, as to keej) llie midland 
parts tolerably quiet. All this, with the incredible increase 
of the northern market since the peace between Itussia and 
the Porte, keeps nj) the spirits of the mercanlilti world, and 
induces them to consider the American war, not so ninch 
their calamity, as th(*ir resource in an inevitable distress. 
This is the state o^ moat^ not all the merchants. 

All this, however, would not be of so much conseq\ience. 
The great evil and danger Nvill be the full and decided en- 
gagement of parliameui in this war. Then we shall ho 
thoroughly di[)pe(l, and then there will be no way of getting 
out, but by disgracing Pngland, or enslaving America. In 
thal state, ministry has a lease of power, as long as tlic war 
cont inues. Tho hingo between war and peace is, indeed, a 
ilangcrous juncture to ministers ; hut a determined slate of 
the one or th'e other is a pretty safe position. AVlien th<*ir 
cause, liowcver absurdly, is made the cause of the nation, the 
jwpuliir cry will be with them. The style will he, that tl\cir 
liands must be strengthened by an unreserveil eoufuhuuv. 
When that ery is once raised, and raisc'd it infallibly will hi*, 
if not prevented, the puny voice of reason will not he lu^ard. 
As sure as wo have now an existence, if the meeting of ])ar- 
liamcnt should catch your lordship and your friends in an 
unprepared state, nothing but disgrace and ruin can attend 
the cause you are at tlie liisad of. Parliament will plunge 
over head and cars. They will vote the war with every sup- 
ply of domestic and foreign force. They will pass an act of 
all ai uder they will lay tluur hands upon the press. The 
ministers will even proeiire addresses from those very mer- 
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eliaiits, who, last seasi(»ii, harasacil llu*in with palitioiis ; a,,*! 
then, — what is lelt lor us, but to spin out of our how i la 
under tlie frowns of the court and the hisses of the people, 
tlic little slender thread of a peevish and captious opposition^ 
unworthy of our cause and ourselves, and without credit 
concurrenee, or ])Opularity in the nation ! 

I lio])e I am as little awed out of iny senses hy llie fear of 
vulgar opinion, as most of my acquaint anee. 1 think, oji a 
lair oeeasion, I could look it in the faee ; but speaking (d'ihe 
prudential consideration, we know that all opposition is jih- 
soluU'ly crippled, if it can obtain no kind of support without 
doors. If this should be found impracticable, 1 must revert 
to my old opinion, tliat much the most eilectual and nnicli 
the most honourable course is, without the obligation of a 
formal secession, to absent ourselves from parliament. iMv 
experience is worth nothing, if it has not made it as cl(‘ar to 
me as the suit, that, in affairs like these, a feeble op|)o.sitioii 
is the greatest service wbieh can bc^ done to ministry; and 
surely, if there be a slate of decided disgrace, it is to a<id lo 
the power of your enemies by every step you take to dislresi 
ilu*rn. 

1 am confident that your lordship considers my imjtorlii* 
nity with your usual goodness. Von will not allribnle my 
earnestness to any improper cause. 1 shall, tlu*r(dbre, make 
no apology for urging, again and again, how nee(‘ss:iry it is 
for your lordshij) and your great friends most so*rionsly to 
take under imnn'ditdii deliberation what yon are to do in this 
crisis. Nothing liKt^ it has happened in your polil ioal 
I protest to God, J think that your ri‘putation, \ our duly, 
and the duty and honour of us all, who profess your senti- 
ments, from tlie iiighest to the lowest of ns, demand at this 
time one honest, liearty elfon in (U’di'r to avert the Ik'.ivv 
eahimities that are impending; to keep onr lumds from 
blood, and, if possible, to keep tin* poor, giddy, thoughtless 
])eople of our eonutry from plunging lieadioiig into this im- 
pious war. If the attempt is necessary, it is liononrahK*. 
You will, at leao^, have the comfort that nothing has been 
left undone, on your part, to prevent the worst mischief that 
can befall tlie public. Then, and not before, you may shako 
the oust from your feet, and leave the people and thrir 
leaders to their o\vn conduct and fortune. 
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I POO, iiidood, n^any, many difilciiltios in the way ; but we 
have known aa great, or greater, give way to a regular seriea 
of judicious and active exertions. Tliis ia no time for taking 
public busineaa in tlicir course and order, and only as a part 
ju the scheme of life, which comes and goes at its proper 
periods, and ia mixed in with occupations and amusements. 
It calls for the wdiole of the best of us ; and every tiling else, 
liowever just or even laudable at another time, ought to givo 
way to this great, urgent, instant concern. Indeed, my dear 
lord, you ai*e called upon in a viTy peculiar manner. Ame- 
i jVa is yours. You have saved it once, and you may very 
j)(>.'ssil)ly save it again. The people of that country are worth 
j. reserving; and preserving, if possible, to l^ngbmd. I be- 
li(‘ve your lordship remembers that last year or the year 
hctoie, 1 am not sure wliicdi, you fixed your quarters for 
a while in London, and sent eircular letters to }our friends 
w ho were coiicciTied in the business on whieli you came to 
town. It was oil occasion of the Irish absent ee-tav. Your 
tViends met, and the attempt was defeated. It may be worth 
\our lordshiji’s consideration, whether you ought not, as 
soon as possible, to draw your principal friends together. 

1 1 may he then examined, whether a larger meeting might 
"ot he exp(‘dient, to see whether some plan could not be 
thought of for iloing something in the counties and towns, 
riic Octolier meeting at iS’ewunarket will be too late in the 
}‘*ar, and then the business of the meeting would take up 
t .>o much time from the other. 

It might be objected to doing anything in this imniainre 
coivhtion of the public temper, that the interests of your 
i'Tdshin’s friends might suffer in making an attempt, which 
might be vigorously .and rather generally opposed and coun- 
terworked. On ordinary occasions this might be a matter of 
very serious consideration. The risk ought to be propor- 
tioned to the object ; but this is no ordinary occasion. In 
the first place, 1 lay it down that the present state of oppo- 
fitioii is so bad, tliat the worst judged and most untimely 
( xertions would only vary the mode of its utter dissolution. 
Such a stat e of things justifies every hazard. But, supposing 
our condition better, what is an interest cultivated for, but 
its aptness for public purposes ? A nd for xvhat public pur- 
pose do gentlemen wait, that will be more \^crthy of the use 
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of all ilio Jiitcrcsts tlioy have ? I should certa’aily conaidor 
the affair «as desperate, if your success in such an effort do. 
pended on anything like an unanimous concurrence in tla.* 
nation. But in times of trouble, this is impossible. In siicli 
times, it is not necessary. A minority cannot make or carry 
on a war; but a minority, well composed and acting steadily, 
may clog a war in such a manner, as to make it not very 
easy to ])rococd. When you once begin to show yourselves, 
many will be animated to join you, who arc now faint and 
uncertain. Your adversaries will raise tlic spirit of your 
friends ; and the very contest will excite that concern and 
curiosity in th(‘ nation, the want of which is now the worst 
part of the public distemper. 

Lord John has given your lordship an account of tlie 
scheme wo talked over, for reviving the importance of thc‘ 
city of London, by separating the sound from the rotten con- 
tract-hunting part of the mercantile interest, uniting it with 
the corporation, and joining both to your lordsliip. There 
are now some lacilities attending such a design. Ijord (Chat- 
ham is, in a inaniK'r, out of the question ; and the court 
have lost, in him, a sure instrument of division in every 
public contest. Baker was cbielly relied on lor onr main 
part ill this w ork, lie w^as willing to do his part ; but , lo ! 
he is called away to another part ; and if he is not yet mar- 
ried to Miss Conyers, he will in a very few days. This puls 
us back. Nothing 1 believe can be done in it till the Duke 
of Portland comes to town ; iiud then wc shall have a cent ro 
to turn upon. Hand, of Leeds, and some other friends, 
might feel the pulse of the people of Leeds and the adjacent 
country. Jack Lee wouhl not let his assistance be wanting 
on such an occasion, and in such a cause; but if Sir George 
Savile could be persuaded to co:nc Ibrward * # # 

I must instantly set off for Bristol. The enclosed will let 
your lordship sec^ the necessity of it. The horrid expense of 
these expeditions w ould keep me at home ; but that city is 
going headlong to the dust, through the mananivres of tla* 
court and of the Tory party ; but principally through the 
absurd and paltry behaviour of my foolish colleague. 1 shall 
bo the 0 on the 28th for the assizes ; as appearing to go on 
a particular occasion, may give me an excuse for not con- 
tinuing long in that quarter. 
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T have seen T. D. and Penn. The former, I believe, him 
Buffered himself to be made a tool ; your lordship will suoi; 
8( 0 him. The latter is steady for America. His account of 
the determined spirit and resolution of the people there 
n^rrees wdth that wliich we have j^enerally received. Ho 
brings a very docent and manly ])elitioTi from the congress. 
It mentions no specific conditions, but, in general, it is for 
peace. Lord (Jhatham is the idol, as usual. I find by Penn 
that, in America, they have scarce any irlca of the state of 
men and parties h(^r(», nor who are their fri(;nds or foes. To 
this he attributes much of their iioiismiscs about the declara- 
tory act. 

just as T finished this sentence, the j)apcr gives an account 
(lo which I cannot help giving some <*redit) that a great 
l)attlc is fought near Uoston, to the disadvantage of the un- 
happy Americans. Though this would add much to llio 
diffumltios of onr present conduct, it makes no chaiigo in tin* 
necessity of doing something tdlirlual before the meeling 
parliament. 

^onr lordsliij) will have the goodness to present, i^'c. 

ilnn. lliruKK, 


TO jonx nOlJRKK, KS^^‘ 

Mr DEiVU Joiix, Hcconsfield, Tlmrsday, duly 11, 1770. 

T do assure you that T do not want any of tliat un- 
critical friendliness and partiality whieli you aserihe to me, 
K) iuchiee mo very much lo like and adrnirii what I ha.\(> read 
in the (razi'ttecr this morning. The subject is vt'ry well 
handled ; the language remarkably neat and pure ; and 1 am 
sure the principles are honest and constitutional. I do nou 
perliaps go all the length of thinking Mr. AVilkcs’ promise 
quite a nullity. It is, I admit, never wise, perhaps not often 
justifiable, to make such engage iiients ; and eases may cer- 

* A Loudon mwdiant, descended from tlie same Novmaii stock as Mr. 
lAlmiimi liuvkc. The subject Wiis erobahly ihe <lesorLioii of Wilkes by 
uiiiny of his former frieiKls, on his coniesliuf;, for the second time, the 
olhee of cliaiab(;Tlain/ 4 f llio cilj' (>\ Loudon with Mr. Hopkins, who W8« 
ficeteil by a larpc majority. 



taiiily bo put where the merit will he iiibreakiug iliein. Hut, 
if tlu‘y are made, they ought to be kept ; and the maker 
ouglit to have looked into the propriety of making, and the 
possibility of keeping them, when be made sucli declara- 
tions. Such professors ought to bo held tight to their 
promises, if it answered no other end than to malio them 
cautious ill deceiving the people. When, in the issue, it 
may prove that some part of the deceit falls upon them- 
selves, it is ]) roper to give them no sort of dispensation, and 
to allow them no kind of evasion. Our friend is perhaps 
too young to remember the origin of all this professing, 
promising, and testing; but be would laugh if he knew 
that the woll* is now howling in the snare which lie had 
originally laid for honest men. This traitor raised an 
outcry among that mob who have now surrendered him over 
1o his and their enemies, against all the honest part of the 
op})osltion, because they would not join him and bis asso- 
ciates, in disedaiming the fair objects of ambition or ac- 
commodation, whenever private honour or public principles 
admitted of them. Wo iv(to put out of the question as 
jiatriots, stripped of all support from the multitude, and the 
alternative \\ildly and wickedly put between tliose who dis- 
claimed all employments, and the mere creatures of the 
court. They would hear of nobody else. So that notliiug 
has }ia])pened, but what they have chosen and prepared. 
Whcncvei’ tluw fail, tluJ court must profit. .1 rtMuember that 
the Shelburne faction acted just in the same maniiiT; until, 
having overloaded the stomachs of their adherents, they ^vere 
vomited uj) Avith loathing and disgust. It was but a few 
months after Lord Shelburne had told me gratis, (for nothing 
led to it,) that the people (always meaning the common 
})eoplc of London) were never i. the Avrong, that ho and all 
liis friends Avere driven with scorn out of that city. How- 
ever, I admit, with our worthy friend, that the baseness and 
corruptness of Mr. OliA^er and the livery is not much the 
less for the villany of him wiiom they have abandoned the 
lirst moment ho could hope to derive, from their protection, 
ease and comfort for his age. Let me Avish my young friend, 
at his entrance into life, to draAv a useful lesson from the 
unprin-. .pled behaviour of a corrupt and licentious people: — 
that is, never to sacrifice his principles to the hope of obtain- 
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Ih^ t.ieir afteciions ; to regard and wish tlieni well, as a part 
ut* his fellow-creatures, whom his best instincts ami his 
highest duties lead him to love and serve, but to put as little 
trust in them as in princes. For what inward resource has 
he, when turned out of courts or hissed out of town-lialls, who 
lias made their opinions the only standard of what is right, 
and their favour the solo. means of his happiness ? I have 
heard as y(‘t nothing about our future engagement. Tossibly 
the. servant 1 have sent to Lord ItocUingham may arrive 
bt fore the post goes out. llo is arrived, and I have no 
^'Answer. Lord liockingham was not in town. 

1 am, witli the host regards of all here, 

J)ear Bourke, 

Ever alfectionately yours, 

JluiiKK. 

Our love to the occasionalist, but not server of occasions. 

ro TIIK KARL or HILLS BOROUGH,* LORD V/ SCO IT NT 

STORMOiVT, 

TWO OF HIS MAJnSTY*S 1*R1NCII»AL SECIIK T A lO IIS ()F STA TU. 

('harles Street, St. d nines’ s Sipiare, 

My Lords, October .‘1, 1780. 

1 think it the right and the duty of ev(;ry subject of 
Hiis kingdom to coininiiuicate to his IVIajesty’s ministers 
in?t‘lligeuee of every inatler, by wliicli the king’s interest 
and honour, and that of the natioig are likely to be alfected. 

fhe. chairinaii and deputy-chairman of tlie East India 
Company have come to a resolution of seizing upon, and 
delivering over to the disertdion of their servants at Madras, 
the revonn(\s of the king of Taiijore, — an ally of tlie Comj)any, 
and, therefore, of llie crown and nation of (Ireat Britain,-- - 
in direct violation of a solemn treaty, by which the Company 

* 'riie Earl of llillshorongh, born about 1718, diotl Ort. 1793. At 
Ihf accession of tJeorge the Thircl he was conliinuMi a Dnvy Councillor 
in both kingdoms; in 17(33 was made lirst Commissioner of Trade and 
I'lantations ; in 17(>G Joint Postmaster-Ocnrtral ; in 17t>8 Secretary of 
8late to the Colonies; and from 1779 to 1782 again Secretary of State. 
He appears to have been the ])rivate suid conlidential friend and adviser 
< f tlie king ; and Adolphus says that " when no longer Secretary of Stale 
to the Coloni(?s, ho continued to give his advice and assistance to iho 
ministry, to whom his experience was of effectual service.’* 
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lias that none of their servants shall interineddle ii: 

the internal govern inoiit of that ])rinee. 

This very extraordinary and dang(nH)U 3 design, leading to 
ft general waste and robbery of the only yet remaining native 
government, and the only llourisliing country within tho 
reach of our power in India, was carried through a very tliiu 
court of directors. 

It was carried; tlirough tho v(Ty day after the siULng of a 
giMieral eoiirt of the East India Company, without Uie least 
<'oinmnnieation to the body they act for; and although that 
V(?ry general court had come to a resolution to take the whole 
of tlieir allairs into consideration on so early a day as the 
sixth of ^y[()V(‘mh(T next. 

It xvas carried througli in tlie ahsenee of Lord Xortli and 
both secri‘taries of th.e treasury, — though, upon represent n- 
tions to his lordship, this business had bemi forimu’ly stoppe»l, 
and at a tim(‘ when he is at so great a distance from t()wn,aa 
to make his interposili^in, or even any imimaliate ap[)li(;ali«>i. 
lo him, utterly imj)ractieahh\ 

It was carrh'd through iimiKMliately after IMr. William 
Ilurke, one of the king of Tanjor»*’s agemts, had set oil* ofi a 
journey over-land, with a letter from Lord Nortli, wu*itloii 
by the order of his JMaj(‘stv, to whom tho king of Tanjoro 
had submitted his caus(», and all his grievances ; and in the 
iilisence also of llonoiirabit? iVlr. Wahh'grave, joined in 
agency with Mr. Burkin, who had helbre protested to the 
directors against that \erv prt‘datory resolution, and desired 
to 1)0 heard against it ; the king of I'anjore himself having 
then a rtjgidar comjilaint of grievaiiecs, and of extorting 
money in jiarticular, bi lbre the I'oinpany. 

It was carried through in the recess of ^larliament, to 
which tlie said agents, in ti ^ last session, had prepared a 
petition ; which petition w'as consented to be withheld, soh‘ly 
on the directors putting a stop to their ungrateful dt‘sign. 

It was carried through at a time when the very servants 
of tlu‘ (Company, to w'hom the kingdom of Tanjore is to bo 
dedivered, are under an inquiry of the court of the very 
directors who deliver it to them, on but too just a suspicion 
cf peculation and otiior evil practices. 

.‘\nd in order that uo time should be allowTd foi the dip 
di»’Of>i r'ps; nr*nTirif;toi‘s. or aifents, or "iven Im* thfl 
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.'ilng^rt niinis(.(.‘ra to intorfun*, they reanlvril iiuL to \\aitl“oi‘ tin* 
nlni)a which are to depart, hut iiave ])r(‘[)ared a peratui sud- 
diuily to j.i;o olT over-hind; lluit it’ this ilesi^;n had not 
hoeii ])rovidentially discovered, it was very possii)!i^ that on 
llie evening ot* tlu; day on which the king of 'ranjore was 
rejoicing on tlie receij)( of a gracious letter from the king’s 
minister, written by Ids j\Iaj(‘.sty’s ord(‘r, In' niiglit find hia 
rtiveniics forcibly seized on, in violation of, tin', treaty, by an 
order of the dlrt‘<‘tors, to the intinite seainlal of the honour, 
justice, and policy t)f the Jh'itisli nation. 

It is necessary to lay a matter of this high and criminal 
nature, pursued in this extraordinary iinnunT, before his 
Alajeaty’s servants ; the crown claiming on the part of the 
jrnhJic a right in the possessions and territorial rovenues of 
the Company, and the lime for renewal of the charter now 
approaching. 

1 humbly venture to suggest, that it is iin'umbenfc on 
his aMajesty’s minislers that so material a revolution, involv- 
ing the public faith and the obligation of treaties, together 
the welfare of so great a part of the slrength of (Ireat 
Ih'itain, should not he made but on tlu? I’ullesI: and most iin- 
liarlial consideration ; or that kings and kingdoms, and the 
1’ es and propi'rties of millions of innocent people, should 
iint he passed away, hy obs(nire and collusive practices, be- 
iwccn any confederacies of nu'ii for their pi-ivato interesti 
and (‘inoliiment, Avith much Ions cc'n'iuony than the family 
seltlcmciit of a cottage is made or altered. 

1 make no apology for troubling your lordships with the 
iici'.lication of so (langeroiis a jiroceeding, knowing your de- 
sire of obtaining information from every (piarter, in any 
matter that relates to his ^Majesty’s service. On this Avell- 
giH)iinded assurance, t am ready to wait on yoiir lordships at 
any time you may ho pleased to appoint, to lay before you, 
o:i llio most aiitlii’iitic grounds, the fulility and fraud ol the 
protc'uci; on wliieh a violence of ibis extent is attein})ted by 
the Company’s siu’vaiits in India, and thus ])rivatcly, without 
ht'ariiig or notice, eoiisentcd to by tlu'ir si'rvants here. 

1 have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, my 
lords, Your lordships’ most obedient and moat 

humbie Servant, 
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TO DU. ItENJAMIN VlllNKLlK. 

DejlU Sib, August, I78i. 

1 fed as an honest man and as a good citizen ought 
to feel, tbo calamities of the present unliappy war. The 
only part, however, of those calamities whieli personally 
aifects myself is, that I have been obliged to discontinue my 
intercourse Avith you; but that one misfortune J must con- 
sider as equivalent to many. 1 may, indeed, with great 
truth, assure you, that your friciulship has always been an 
object of my ambition; and that, if a higii and vt'ry sine(‘re 
esteem for your talents and virtues could give me a title to 
it, I am not wholly unworthy of that honour. I Hatter 
myself that your belief in the reality of those sentiments 
will excuse tlie liberty T tak(*, of laying before you a matter 
in which i have no small concern. The ap])lication I make 
originates wliolly from myself, and has not been suggested to 
me by any person whatsoever. 

I have lately been informed with great certainty, and wit'ii 
no less surprise, that the congress have math} an application 
for the return of my friend (ieiieral Burgoyni} to capiivilv 
in America, at a time when the exchange of almost all the 
rest of the eonveuiion ollicers has he(}n completed. Jt is 
true tliat this requisition has been for Iho prt'seiit Avilh- 
drawn; but then, it may be renewed at every in.slant; aiwl 
no arrangement has been made or proposed, Ashicli may jn’i - 
vent a thing on all accounts so very disagreeable, as to see 
the most opposite interests conspiring in the persecution 
a man, formed, by the unparalleled candour and moderation 
of his mind, to unite the most discordant parties in his favour. 

I own this proceeding of the congress tills me with astonish- 
ment. I am persuaded that aoino unusually artful manage- 
ment, or very unexampled delusion, has operated to produce 
an effect which cannot be accounted for on any of the ordi- 
nary principles of nature or of policy. 

1 shall not enter into the particulars of the eonventioi; 
under which this claim is made, nor into the construction of 
it, nor the execution. I am not, perhaps, capable of doing 
justice to the merits of the cause ; and if I wore, I am not 
disposed to put them upon any ground of argument, becati«o 
(whatever others might and possibly ought to do) 1 am not 
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pleading a point of strict riglit,but appealing to your bnown 
principles of honour and generosity, with the ircedorn and 
privileges of an old friendship ; and as I suppose you per- 
fectly accpiainted with the whole history of the extraordinary 
Iroatincnt General Burgoyne has met with, 1 am resolved 
not to show so much distrust in so sound a memory and so 
good a judgment as yours, as to nttcrn])t to refresh the oiio 
or to lead the other. 

I am ready to admit tliat General Burgoyne has been and 
(;is far as Avhat is hd‘t him will suffer) is a viMy aifeidionato 
:md a very j(‘alous servant of the crown ; and that in America 
ln‘ acted as an ofticerof the king (so long as fortune favoured 
him) with groat abilities, and distinguished fidelity, activity, 
and spirit. You, my dear sir, who have made such astonish- 
ing exertions in the cause which you espouse, and are so 
deeply read in human nature and in human morals, know 
l)cttcr than anybody, that men will and that sometimes they 
are hound to take very different views and measures of their 
duty from local and from professional situation ; and that wo 
may all have ecpial merit in extriMucly different lines of con- 
duct. You know that others may deserve the whole of your 
julmiratiou in a cause, in which your judgment leads you to 
<.|>pose them. But whatever may be our opinions on tlio 
origin of iliis fatal war, I assure you, General Burgoyne has 
the merit of niwer having driven it on with violence, or fos- 

red or kept it alive by any evil aris, or aggravatc'd its na- 
fura! mischiefs by nnnfvessary rigour ; but has behaved on 
nil (-(reasions with that tiunpcr which becomes a great military 
• liiirach'r, which loves nothing so ^^rll in the profession, as 
iiie means it so frecjiKuilly funiislu's of splendid acts of 
generosity and humanity. 

You have lu'ard of the sacrifices ho has made to liis nice 
stuise of honour on this side of the water — sacrifices far 
h«*yond the just demands of the principle to which they were 
ui.idc. Tills has boon no advantage to the country wlicre ho 
was ])i(picd to it. ^hall America, too, call for sacrifices that 
are still more seven*, and of full as little advantage to those 
who demand them ? 1 know the rigour of political necessity ; 

hut 1 sc(^ here as little of nc’cessity, or even expedience, as 
ot propriety. I know the respect that is due to all public 
bodies; blit none of them arc exempt from mistake j and the 
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most clisrcspoctfiil tliinpj that can he doiio towards tliein ia 
to suppose them incapable of correcting an error. 

If .1 were not fully jjorsuaded of your liberal and inanlv 
way of thiukiiipj, 1 should not presume, in the hostile situ- 
ation in which 1 stand, to make an application to you. Hut; 
ill this piece of experimental philosophy I run no risk (»f 
offendin" you. I ai)ply not to the ambassador of jAineriea, 
hut to Dr. Franklin, the philosopher, — the friend and tla* 
lover of his species. In that li;j;ht', wbaiovc'r colour politics 
raay take,^ 

1 shall ever have llie honour to be, 

Dear Sir, »^c. Sn\ 

.lh>w. Duuki:. 


TO 1*1111.11* niANCIS, KS(j). 

Mr DEAR Si If, Gerard 8ir(*(‘(, ki hruary 171H). 

I sal; up ralln'r laie at Farltou ll«)iisf‘, and on my re- 
turn hitlu'r 1 round your Icller on my lahlo. I have not 

* Franklin replied tolliis lefler as follrjAvs: - 

Fassy, OriolxT JT), 17^1. 

1 rccs'ived but a few clays a"o your very iVit-ndly b tler of Au|rii t. 
last, on the suhjert of Oeneral llurj^oyne. 

.Since the for»lisli part of mankind Mill make Miirs from time t'» lime 
with cneli other, not. haviii}' semse enouj^li otlieiMdso to settle tlieir ilillei- 
enccs, it emtaiiily becomes tlie Miser pari, mIio eaimoi pvevetit llie.so wai ^ 
to alleviate as luucli as possil)lc the calamities altendiii};' them. 

Mr. liurk«’ alMMvs stood hi^li in my esteem ; his alfeeviomite eoiieci a 
for Ids friend renders him still more andahh*, and nmkrs the. leiiioui Ik- 
does 1110 ill iidmittiiuj mo of Iheuumher still more pieeiuos. 

1 do not think the eon^rress have any M'isli to persecute (ieneral I’.'.r 
poyiio. I never heard till 1 rre.f*i\ed your ieller that tln'y had lee.ilh'l 
him. If they have made siieli ;i n'setutioii, it luiist he, I suppo.se, a • eii- 
dilioiial one ; -- to take place in »:ase ta< ir olfor of e.xeliam^iii}; him for ,M:. 
I.aurons sliouhl not lie aceej)ted a resolution inleiided to onforei; th.it 
offer. 

I have jii.st received fin anilientic copy of tin* resolve rontainiiiK 
offer, and aiillKiii^infj me to make it. As I have no ccmmiinioatioii Mith 
your ministeis, 1 send it eiielost-il to y«.u. It you can find any means ef 
negotiating tins hu.sinoss, I am siiie the restoring another woitliy man to 
liis family and fiicnds M ill ho an addition to your ]»leasnre. 

With great and iiivarialde respect and atreelion, 

I Sir, 

Vo'ir most liiimidc and moat obedient Servant. 
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i.ept since. Ton will, tlicrofDro, excuse me if yon fini anv- 
tliing confused, or otherwise expressed than I could wish, in 
speaking upon a matter which interests you fi’om your regard 
to me. There are some things in your letter lor wliicli I 
must thank you; tliere are others which 1 must answcT ; — 
some things bear the mark of friendly admonition ; others 
bear some resemblance to the tone of accusation. 

You arc the only friend I have wlio will dare to give me 
advice ; 1 must, tliereforc, have something terrible in me, 
which intimidates all others who know me from giving mo 
the only unequivocal mark of their ri‘gard. Whatever this 
rough and menacing manner may be, 1 must search myself 
upon it; and when 1 discover it, old as 1 am, 1 must <‘ndca- 
vour to corrc'ct it. I flattered myself, how(‘ver, that you at 
least would not have thought my of her fricuids justified in 
withholding from me their servi<!es of ibis kind. You cer- 
tainly do not always convey to me your opinions Avith the 
greatest tenderness and manng(*ment ; and y(*t I. do not re- 
collect, sinc(^ 1 first had tluj pleasure of your acquaint anee, 
that there has been a heat or a cooliu'ss of a single day’s 
duration, on my side, during that whole time. .1 beli(‘V(i 
your memory cannot present to yon an insfanee of it. 1 ill 
deserve friends, if 1 throw them away on account of flio can- 
dour and simplicity of their go(ul nature. In particular you 
know, that you have iu some instances favoured me with 
your instructions relative to things I was ])n'paring for the 
public. If 1 did not in every in.stance agn*e wilh yon, I 
think you had, ou the Avhole, suiVicient proofs of my docility, 
VO make you believe that 1 received your corrections, not 
only w ithout offeiiee, but with no small degree of gratitude. 

Your remarks upon the first two sIk'cIs of my Paris h‘tt(T 
relate to the composition and tlu^ matter. The composition, 
you say, is loose, and I am quite sure of it : — I nev(‘r intended 
it should be otherwise. Por, purporting to ])e, w hat in truth 
!t originally was —a letter to a friend, I had no idea of di- 
gesting it in a systematic order. The style is o[)en to cor- 
rection, and wants it. ]\ly natural stylo of WTiting is some- 
what careless, and 1 should be happy in receiving your advice 
towards making it as little vicious as such a style is capable 
of being made. The general character and colour of a style, 
groAvs out of the writer’s peculiar turn of mind and 
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Iiabifc of expressing his tliouglits, jrnist be aUcMided to in nil 
corrections. It is not the insertion of a piece of stuff, though 
of a better kind, which is at all times an improvement. 

Your main objections are, however, of a much deeper na- 
ture, aud go to the political opinions and moral sentimenta 
of the piece ; in which I find, though with no sort of sur- 
prise, having often talked with you on the subject, — that wo 
differ only in everything. You say, “ the mischief you are 
going to do yourself is to my apprehension palpable; 1 snuff 
it ill the wind, and iny taste sickens at it.” This anticipated 
stench, that turns your stomach at such a dislanco, must b(* 
nauseous indeed. You seem to think I shall incur great 
(and not wholly undeserved) infamy, by this publication. 
This makes it a matter of some delicacy to mo, to snp])ress 
what I have written; for T must admit in my own feelings, 
and in that of those who have seen the piece, that my senti- 
ments and ojiinions deserve the infamy with which they an^ 
threatened. Jf they do not, I know nothing more than that 
1 oppose the prejudices and inclinations of many people. 
This 1 was well aware of from the beginning ; and it was in 
ord(M* to op|)os(' those iindinations ami prt'jmli(H*s that 1 pro- 
posed to publish rny letter. J really am perfectly aslonisln'd 
now you could dream, with my paper in your hand, that I 
found no other cause than the beauty of the queen of FraiuMj 
(now, 1 suppose, pretty much faded) for disapproving the 
<*oiuluct w hich has been held toAvards her, and for expressing 
my own particular feelings. I am not to order the natural 
sympathies of my own heart, and of every honest breast, to 
wait until all the jokes of all the anecdotes of the eollee- 
lioiiscs of Pai’is, and of the dissenting meeting-houses of Lon- 
don, are scoured of all the slander of ihosci who ealumniate 
persons, that afterwards they may murder them with ini- 
jmnity. J know nothing of your story of JMessalina. Ami 
obliged to prove juridically the virtues of all those 1 shall sc(‘ 
sulfcring every kind of w^ng, and contumely, and risk of 
lile, before I endeavour to interest olluirs in tluur sufferings, 

• — and before 1 endc'avour to excite horror against midnight 
assassins at back-stairs, and their more wdeked abettors in 
pulpits? What! — Are not high rank, great splendour of 
desc( 't, gn'at personal elegance and outw^ard accoinplisli- 
monls, iugrcdieiitsof moment in forming the interest we take 
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ill iho misfortuiicft of men? Tlie minds of those who do not 
loel thus are not even systcraatically right. “ What’s lle- 
euha to him, or ho to Hecuba, that ho should weep for licr ?” 
— Why, — because she was Hecuba, the queen of Troy,— the 
wife of Priam, — and suffered, in the close of life, a thousand 
calamities! I felt too for Hecuba, when I read the line 
tragedy of Euripides upon her story ; and I never inquired 
into the anecdotes of the court or city of Troy, before 1 gave 
way to the sentiments which the author wished to inspire ; — 
nor do I remember that ho ever said one word of her virtue. 
It is for those who applaud or palliate assassination, regicide, 
and base insult to women of illustrious place, to prove the 
crimes (in* sufferings) which they allege, to justify their own. 
Hilt if they have proved fornication on any such woman, — 
baking the manners of the world, and the manners of France, 

.1 shall never put it in a parallel with assassination ! — No : T 
liave no such inverled scale of faults, in my heart or iny head, 
find it p('rtectly ridiculous, and unfit for me in par- 
ticular, to tahe tluiso things as my ingredients of commisera- 
fion. Pray why is it absurd in me to think, that the chival- 
rous sjiirit which diclated a veneration for women of condition 
and of beauty, without any consideration whatever of enjoy- 
jiig them, was the great source of thosi‘ manners which hav(5 
been the pride and ornament of Europe for so many ages ? 
j\\h\ am .1 not 1o lament that 1 have lived to see those man- 
ners extinguished iu s«) shoclving a manner, by means of 
speiMilations of finance, and tlie false science of a sordid ainl 
dfgriierato ])hilosoj)hy ? i tell you again,-- that the rccol- 
h vtinii of the manner in which J saw the queen of France, 
III lli<* year] 771, and tlu^ contrast betwi'oii that brilllaney, 
sph'julonr, and beauty, with the prostrate homage of a nation 
to ht‘p, - and the abominable scene of 1780, which I was do- 
scrihing,- -d/Vi draw ti^ars from me and wetted my paper. 
Tlic'so tears came again into my eyes, almost as often as 1 
looked at the description ; — ^they may again. Y^ou do not 
believe this fact, nor that these are my ri'iil feelings ; but that 
the whole is affected, or, as you express it, downright foppery. 
My friend, — I tell you it is truth ; and that it is true, and 
will be I ruth, when you and I are no more ; and will exist 

' The MS. of this letter is not the originnl. and probably there 
b»’rn error in copyiiij; tlicao wi^nls 
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IS long as inen witli ilicir natural feelings slmll exist. I 
shall say no more on this foppery of mine. Oh ! by the way, 
YOU ask me how long I have been an admirer of German 
ladies? Always the same. Present me the idea of siul' 
massacres about any German lady here, and such attempis 
to assassinate her, and such a triumphant procession from 
Windsor to the Old Jewry, and 1 assure you, 1 shall be quite 
as full of natural concern and just indignation. 

As to the other points, they dt}serve serious consideration, 
and tliey shall have it. 1 certainly cannot profit quite so 
much by your assistance as if we agreed. In that ease, every 
correction would be forwarding the design. We should work 
with one common view. But it is impossible that any man 
can correct a work according to its true spirit, who is opposc'd 
to its object, or can help the expression of what he thinks 
sliould not be expressed at all. 

1 should agree with you about the vileness of flic contro- 
versy with such miscreants as the “ Bevolntiou Society ” and 
the “National Assembly;’* and I know very well that they, 
as well as tiieir allies, Indian didinqiumts, will darken ilm 
air wdth their arrows. But 1 do not y(*t Ihiiik tlioy have tin' 
advow'soii of reputation. 1 shall try that, point. My dear 
sir, you think of nothing but cont roversies ; “L challtaige 
into the field of battle, and retire didealed, &c.” If their 
having the last word be a defeat, they most assuredly will 
defeat me. But I intend no controversy w ith Dv, Price, or 
Lord Shelburne, or any other of tluar set. I mean to set in 
full view the danger from tlieir w iekeil principles and their 
black hearts. 1 intend to stale, the triui principles of o\ip 
constitution iji church and state, upon grounds opposite to 
theirs. If any one be tl\e better for the example made of 
them, and for this exjiosition, well and good. 1 mean to do 
my best to expose tlicm to the iidtred, ridicule, and contempt 
of the whole world; as 1 always shall expose such calumni- 
ators, hypocrites, sowxm’s of sedition, and approvers of murder 
and all its triumphs. When 1 have done that, they may have 
the field to themselves ; and I care very little how they tri- 
umpn over me, since 1 hope they will not be able to draw 
me at their heels, and carry my head in triumph on their 
poles 

i hf^ve been interrupted, and have said enough. Adieu ! 
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bolievc Tiio always sensible of your friendship ; tboiigli it la 
inipossiblt.* that a greater diiferencc eati exist on earth than, 
unfortunately for me, there is on those subjects, botwei‘u 
your sentiments and iniiu*. 

EdM. IllJIlKK. 


TO CAPTAIN WOODKOUn.* 

Sir, J)u1vC Street, St. dames* s, Febniai’v 1 1th, 1701. 

J must beg y<mr favourable interpnrlat ion of my long 
silence. 1 have really been engaged in busin(‘ss wliich has 
occupied my ^Yhole mind, and made me somewhat negligent 
in the attentions wliieli are most justly due from me. 
Amongst these I must reehon what T owe to y()U, for your 
coinmunieatiou of llu' sentiments of the Ahh^ Maury, and 
for the very pt)lite ami ()l)liging niaiimu* iu which you liavo 
made that eonnniiiiieatioii. 

I have to thank you for the excellent spcM'ches of tlu» 
A hb^, which, until your goodness furnislu'd me with them, 
I had never n^ad. 1 had never before seen anything of his, 
whicli could furnish a proper idea of his Ttianner of treating 
a snbjoet. 1 bad seen him only in detnclH'd pii'ces ; and 
sometimes, 1 approlumd, under the disadvantage of a repre- 
sentaiioii of his enemies. Even in that form, I thought I 
j)'TC(*ivcd the traces of a. superior mind. Tlie ])Ieees Avhieh 
yon h«Tve been so kind to put h\ my hands have more than 
jnstiiled the ideas 1 had formed of him from reputati<m. J 
lind there a bold, manly, commanding, haughty tone of (do- 
tpieuce, free and vaj)ld, and full of r«*sourees ; but admiring 
as I do bis rhM|nem-e, I admire mueb more bis unwearied 
perseverance, bis invincible constancy, bis tinu intrepidity, 
ins undaunted coiwagt', and liis nobh^ defiance, of vulgar 
opinion and popular tdamour. These are real foundations of 
glory. AVnienever be shall get rid of the dangers of his in- 
violability, and shall w ish to relax in tlie ease and five inter- 
course of this land of slavery (in which he has nothing to 
dri?ad from a committee of research(‘s, or the excellout law^ 
of he shall, with a very sinciuv and open heart, 

rceoive from nu^ tin? arcolddo chcvaln'csquc, which he oondo- 

• ('ftpltun Wuodfotd, pruhably, had lalt ly just trturned froir TajW 
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Rornds to desire; for lie lias acc(!iitied himself en prniz chr^ 
valier, and as a valiant champion in the cause of honour, 
virtue, and noble sentiments, — in the cause of his king and 
his country, — in the cause of Luv, religion, and liberty. Bo 
])leased only to express my sorrow, that the mediocrity of my 
situation, and the very bad French which I speak, will neither 
of them suffer me to entertain him with the distinction! should 
wisli to allow him. I will do the best I can. 1 have had the 
Count dc IMirabeau in my house; will he submit afterwards 
to enter under the same roof ? I will have it purilied and 
expiated, and I shall look into the best formulas from the 
time of Homer downwards, for that purpose. I will do 
everything but imitate the Spaniard, who burned his house 
because the Connetable de Bourbon had been lodged in it. 
!'hat cereniony is too expensive for my finances. Anything 
else I shall readily submit to for its purification ; for I am 
extremely superstitious^ and think his coming into it was of 
evil augury; worse, a great deal, than the crows, which the 
Abbe wiiriiud continually flying about me. It is his having 
been in so many prisons in h^rance that has proved so omin- 
ous to them all. Let the Hall of the National Assembly 
look to itself, and take moans of averting the same ill aus- 
jiices that threaten it. They are a fine nation that send their 
monarchs to prison, and take their successors from the jails t 
The birth of such monsters has made me as superstitious as 
Idvy. A friend of mine, just come from Baris, tells me ho 
was present when the Count de Mirabeau — I beg his par- 
don, — jMr. liicquetti,’ thought proper to entertain the assem- 
bly with his opinion of me. 1 only answer him by referring 
him to tiie would’s opinion of him, I have the hiippincss 
not to be disapprov(;d by my sovereign. I can bear the 
frowns of llicquetti thel^’irst, \\hp is theirs. I am safe under 
the British laws. 1 do n’t iuter.vi to put myself in the way 
of his inquisition, or of his lantvrne; wdiich I consider as 
much more dangerous to honest men, though not to him, 
than the Bastile was formerly. If I were to go to Frai/te, 1 
should think the government of Louis the Sixteenth much 
iT.ore favourable to liberty than that of their present king, 
llicquetti the First. In one thing, indeed, I find him, 

’ Hicquetti was the family name of Mirabeau, and which during tl?? 
Hc}\uliition he ujscd in preference. 



^ICTTKlia. 


4 ?? 


he WHS a bad siibjeet, lo me :ii least a kind snverejgii ; 
Biuce, ill speaking of me, ho has done it in the only way 
which could contribute either to my satisfaction or reputa- 
tion. To be the subject of M. Iticquetli’s invectives and of 
Abb^ Maury’s approbation at the same time, is an lioiiour to 
which little can be added. Mirabeaii, in his jail, would be 
an object of my pity ; on his throne (which, by the sport of 
fortune, may he the rew^ard of w hat (jommonly leads to w hat 
[ do n’t choose to name) he is the ohjeet of iny disdain. 
For vice is iievtir so odious, and to lational eyes never so 
contemptible, as when it nsur}>s aiul disgraces the natural 
place of virtue; and virtue is never more ainiahle to all who 
have a true taste for beauty, than when she is naked, and 
stripped of all the borrow^ed ornaments of fortune. IMons. 
Cazalcs and Abbe IMaiiry have derived advantages to tJjeii* 
fame from their disasters, Avhich they never could have had 
from the most prosp(3rons cvi'iit of their conflicts; which, 
however, I wish may come in the end, not for tlieir own 
sakes, but for tlie beneiit of mankind. 

1 have the bonoiir to be, Sic. 

FiUM. lUiaui^, 


TO I.Oill) ORION villi;, 

Heconsfiehl, August l.S(h, I70lh 
I no not know whether I can perfectly justify my sell 
in venturing to trouble your lordship, in my iin])erfeet state 
of knowdedge, with any suggestions of mine. Hut 1 trust, 
that howx'ver weak you may liiid iny notions, you will believe 
1 hat they are formed with general good intentions, and that 
they are laid before you w'itli all possible respect to yourself 
and to your colleagues, and with real good wislies for what- 
ever may contribute to your reputation in the conduct ot the 
king’s business. 

The late shocking, though long expected, event at Paris, 
lias rendered, in my opinion, every step that shall ho taken 
with regard to Prance, at this conjuncture, extremely de- 
licate. 

The part of a neutral power is, in itself, delicate ; but par- 
ticularly BO in a case in which it is impossible to suppost^ 
that, in this neiitrality, there should not be some linking 
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wiali in fiivotil* of ono of the pjirtiew in the content. I'he cr.ri- 
dnet of su(‘h a j)owi‘r will b(i looked ij[j to with hope and leur 
during the (•onleiition. Every tiling whieh such a power 
Bays or (hx's, will be construed by an application to the cir- 
cumstances. 

The present ciren in stances are an attack u])on the king of 
Prance’s palace; the murder of all who were found in it; 
tiu; imprisonment of the king; liis suspimsion, stated by tlio 
faction itself as a di'position ; acts of violence which havi^ 
obliged the majority of the national assembly to absent 
tliemselvt!s from tlieir funetioiis; add to these, the intontioii, 
jiot ill the l(‘ast amhiguous, of bringing the king and (piceii 
to a trial ; the resolution expressed by many of putting them 
to death, with or without tliat formality. The etieet of th(‘se 
things, from thinr very naliiri^, and from the nature of imwi, 
as well as from tin? principle on which they are doni% at a 
limii wlum theorii^s are rashly formed, and readily pass iron, 
speculation into practice, ami wlieii ill ('xainph^s, at all times 
apt to infect, are so unusually contagious, it is unneci'ssary 
Jbr me to stab* to one of your lordship’s sagacity and pene- 
tration. 

This last revolution, whatever name it may assume, at 
present bears no one character of a national act. It is 
tli(^ act only of some d<*sp(*rale ])ersons, inhahitaiits of 
(HU* city only, instigating and hiring at an enornions ex- 
pense the lowi'st of llu^ p(*op]e, to destroy the monarch 
and the inonarijhy, with wliatover else is res[>ectahle in so- 
ciety. TS ot one ollieer of the national guards of Paris, which 
ollicers are comp(»si‘d of nothing higher than good tradesmen, 
lias appeared in this business. It is not yet adopted through- 
out Prance by any one class of peo])le. Ko regular govern- 
ment of any eouiitry has yet an object with w Inch they can 
decently treat in Prance, or .o which thi*y can rationally 
make any olHcial ileclaralion whatsoever. 

In such a state of things, to address the present heads of tlie 
insiirrection, put by them into the nominal administrative 
departments of stale olliec, is to give a direct sanction to 
their authority on Ibe part of the court of (Jreat Brilaiii. 
To this time, tlie king of Prance’s name has appeared lo 
every public act and instrument ; and all ollice transactions 
to our court, and t:) eviTv other fori'igu court, have anpe"r- 
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riil in ilieir usual form. If we j)loaseil, it was in our |)ower 
to sliut oiii* oyea to everything else; hut this is now no 
longer possible. 1 sliould, therefore, bog leave to submit it 
to consideration, whether to recognise the leaders in the late 
murderous iusurreetioa as the actual governors of France 
is not, at best, a liltle premature. Perhaps it may be a 
doubt, as a uiatter of sound policy, whether more would not 
bo lost by this hasty recognition on the side of the great, 
settled, and aeknowh^dged powers, than we can hope to gain 
by pressing to pay our eourt lo this, at bt'st, unformed and 
(‘iiibrvo ])otcntate. 1 take it for granted, tliat it will not bo 
easy for Lord Gower* to eontiiiue in bis pre.'^eiit situation, 
if it were even thought for the dignity of this erown, no 
juaii of Ijonour jind spirit would submit lo it. it is a sacri- 
too great to be made, t)f all generous and noble feeling. 
I slionld humbly projmsc it for euiisideration, whether, on 
his r(*trc‘at, gre*at i‘(*servo onglil not to be used with regard 
to uiuf ifeclarcflion, if any ])erson standuig in the place of a 
minister sliould upply to him for an (‘xplaiiation, he onglit, in 
my poor opinion, to he absol uf el y silent. But if that should 
iiol be thought the best course, lie might say that be had 
liad h‘ave to return on bis private aftairs. The king of Spain 
lias no miuister at Paris, yet his neutrality has hiiiierto been 
i'omplete. I^he nenlrality of this eonrt has already been 
more than once deelar(*tl. At this moment, any over-prompt 
and alleeted new diadaralion on that subject, made to the 
j)er>ous who liavo lat(?l y vaulted into the st*at of government, 
afh r eommitting so many atrocious acts, and tlireateiiiiig 
mere, would have all the force and efiect of a declaration in 
their faoonr, AlLliongh it should be covered with mollitying 
t'xpressions xvitli regard to the king's personal safety (which 
will be eonsidered as nothing but a sacrifice to decorum and 
ceremony, and as mere words of course), it will apjiear to 
t he Jacobin faction as a direct recommendation to their medi^ 
luted act of retficide ; knowing, as the world does, their dis- 
positions, their menaces, their preparations, anil the whole 
triiiii of the existing circumstances, in that case, to say, 
‘‘ 1 liope you mean no ill, and 1 recommend it to you to do 
no ill, hut do what yon plea.se, you liave nothing to fear froa 


At thin time our am>*a.<sauor at Paris. 
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iiu*,” would bo plainly to call upon tUoiu to proceed to aii) 
lengths their wickeduesa might carry them. 

It ia a great doubt with me, whether a declaration to this 
new power, a creature almost literally of yesterday, and a 
creature of treasonable and murderous riot of the lowest 
people in one city, is not a substantial breach of the neutral- 
ity promised to the power to whom originally tho ueiitralit\r 
was assured, on the interposition otYoren/n powers ; namely, to 
the most Christian king. To take the first opportunity, witli 
the most extraordinary baste, to remove all fears from IIk* 
minds of his assassins, is tantamount to taking a part against 
him. Much 1 fear, that though nothing conld be more re- 
mote from the intention of this court, yet if such a de- 
claration were made, and if the act of atrocity apprelieudcjl 
should actually take place, wc shall bo considered as ri‘ailv 
accomplices in it, and a sort of accessaries before the fact ; 
particularly when no declaration on tho part of our court has 
been called for by the new power, and that, as yet, tluy 
have no minister at this court. Jf the sti^p of the recall <>f 
our minister (supposing such a step in contemplation) should 
produce any fears in them, I see no use in rtunoving those 
fears. On our part, tho navy of Frances is not so formidable 
that .1 think we have any just ground of apprehtMision that 
she will make war upon us. Jt is not the enmity, but the 
friendship of France that is truly terrible. Ifer intercoursi*, 
her example, the spread of her doctrines, are the most dread- 
ful of her arms. 

I do not see what a nation loses in reputation or in safety, 
by keeping its conduct in its own power. 1 tliiiik such a 
state of freedom in the use of a moral and political reserve 
in such unheard-of circumstances can he well justified to 
any sovereign abroad, or to any person or party at homtj. I 

{ lerceive that much pains are v ken by tho Jacobins of Eng- 
and to propagate a notion, that one state has not a right to 
interfere according to its discretion in the interior affairs of 
another. This strange notion can only he supported by a 
confusion of ideas, and by not distinguishing the case of re- 
bellion and sedition in a neighbouring country, and taking a 
part in tho divisions of a country when they do prevail, and 
are actually formed. In the first case tliere is undoubtedly 
more difliculty than in the second, in which th(‘re is (dearly 
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ho illlliculty at all. To interfere in siitfli (lissenaions requires 
great prudence and circumspeciion, and a Berious attention 
to justice, and to the policy ot‘ one's own country, aa well aa 
to tliat of Europe. Jiut an abstract principle of public law, 
ft)rbidding such interference, is not supported by the reason 
of that law, nor by the authorities on the subject, nor by the 
practice of this kingdom, nor by that of any civilized nation 
III the world. Tliis nation owe.s its laws and Jiherties, liia 
Majesty owes the throne on which he wits, to the contrary 
principle. I’he si*ve.ral Ircatii's of guarantee to the Erutest- 
unt succ(‘ssion, inon^ t han oncii rechiiined, alhrm the prInci|)lo 
of iiderlerence, whiidi in a manner forms the basis of the 
public law in Europe. A more mischievous idea eannot ex- 
ist, tluiu that any dt^gree of wick<*dness, vioh'iict*, and op- 
|iri‘ssiou may prevail in a country, that the most almmiii- 
ahle, murderous, and exterminating r(*bel lions may rage in 
il, or tluMiiost atrocious and bhxuly tyramiy may domineer, 
and that no neighbouring power can take eognizance of cither, 
or alfonl succour to tlui miserable snilenu’s. 

I irust your lordship will hayt' the goodness to excuse 
the (Veedoin takim by an ohl niemluM* of parliament. The. 
habils of the House of Common.s teach a liberty, jierhajis 
iiiiju'oper, with n'gard to oiliee. Hut in* assurtal, there is 
ii(tthing in iiiim^ that has the smallest mixture of hostility; 
:.iid it will, 1 trust, ap[)(*ar that my motives are candid and 
f'ic'idly, if (^v(‘r this alfair slionld come into discussion in the 
Ihiuwii of Commons, and i should feel myself called on to 
d« li\cr my opinions. If 1 were, as formerly 1 have been, in 
systematic ojipositioii (most .assuredly 1. am not so now), I 
had much rather, according to my practice in mori^ instances 
lliaii one, resjiectfully to state a doubt to ministers whilst a 
measure is depending, than to reproach them afterwards with 
its cunsiapumeiJS in my place. AVHiat i write will, T hope, at 
Worst, be thought the intrusion of an importunate friend. I 
am thoroughly convinced that the faction of the English Ja- 
cobins, tliough a little under a cloud for the present, is 
neither destroyed nor disheartened. The fire is still alivo 
under the ashes. Every encouragement, direct or indirect, 
given to their brethren in France stirs and animates tho 
embers. So sure aa we have an existence, if these things 
ahould go on in France, as go on they may, so sure it la ili4t 

VOL. 2 I 
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Ill tliG ri{ciicss of iliolr iiuic,ilic same tragodica will bo aoU-d 
in Eii;;dan(l. Cnrra, and Condorcot, and JSantoiTo, antl 
Manuel, and Potion, and iboiu l)rt?tbrcn the PriostloyM, tlm 
Coopers, and IIhj AV^alts — the deputi(‘s of the bodv ot llui 
dissenters and olbors at Manchester, who enilnu* ed Carra in 
the iiiidat of the dacobin club ; — the revolution-roeioty that 
received Potion in Jjondon; — the whole race of the 
who are luiinorous and powerful, whose principles, disposi- 
tiona, and wishes arii tlie very sanu', are as closely coniua li il 
as ever; and iliey do not fail to mark ami to use ove’-ythim; 
that shows a rtnnissm'ss, or any eipiivucal apj)('ai’anee, in im)- 
vernment, to their advantage. 1 conceiv<j that the Duke 
of Brunswick is as much liKluini; the battle ot* l!u‘ crown of 
England as the Enkc of Cumberland did at Cnlloden. 1 
conceive that any unnecessary declarations on our part will 
be to him, and to lliose who are dis])()sed to ])ut. a bonml lo 
the empire of anarchy and assassination, a signal discourage- 
inent. Tlie cause of my dr<*ad, and j)eriiaps over-olllcioiis, 
anxiety at this time, has arisen from what (yon will lime 
the goodness to ])ar(l()n me) 1 thought ralhcr loo vurrlt rcadi- 
nefis to declare on olltrr orcanioua, Perha[)s I talk ol'a tiling 
:iot at all ill coidcmplation. If no thoughts of tlie kind 
have been cut ert aim'd, your lordship will be ]di'ased to con- 
sider Ibis as waste paper. Jt is, at any rate, but as a hint to 
yoursidi’, and requij i's no answer. 

I liavi' the lionoiir to be, t^e. iCe. 

Jb)M. ill KK i:. 


TO T^lUS. CIIKWIC.' 

Mr DEAR JirAUAJi, ]S"o date. Probably tlie end of I7ftk 
jNlrs. Burke bas sr nvu me what you have w rit li a 
about the conversations which came to your (*ars relati\t‘ to 
the allownnee which the committee makes U) the Vrciuh 
clergy. To be sure, lliusc who g(» about begging mus‘- ex- 
pect to hear, and they ought pali(*utly to bear, a great nijuiy 
churlish things. One object to many pi'ople, (‘ither in gi' ing 
or refusing, is to exercise a sort of power. Jt is a sort oi 

* Wife of John Crewe, Esq., many years M. P. fur Cheshire, ‘ir/l 
raised to the peerage in 1800. Her portrait was painted hy Sir Jo'-in.a 
lieyiiolds, and will be found in the ‘2nd vol. of his tijgia\cd W^orKs. 



lisl'l-tils. 


483 


Jjliivlulso of Llicir Doiievoleiu-o, to lot UitMu ijidulgc ihoin^ 
Bolvea ill a sort of doiniiiioii. I really am in doubt whether 
it answers any purpose to give to many of this description 
any answer ; for what they say is not from doubt that aims 
at being satisfied, but from sheer ill-nature and perverseness, 
and to prevent other people from doing the good which they 
are unwilling to do themselves. Who told them that Mr. 
Wilmot and his comnnttt*e allow a farthing more than is ab- 
solutely necessary? Wlio told them that they who live in 
iidudon are not the best judges of what will maintain a man 
tliere ? Who told them that ihese uiitbrtunate victims of 
(WiT common causes live in luxury? Who told them that it 
is not more dillicult for them to be persuaded to receive the 
iiK'st scanty measure of their necessities, than to persmulo 
tl»o committee to give it? A\"e know that the charity of 
many ])eople is so clostdy connected with the idea of sturdy 
heggars, vagrants, and thi<‘vt's, that they can hardly separate 
from tliem lh(3 objects of benevolence in ilunr own minds, 
'flu^ lirst process in tht‘ir .scheme of Immanity is the haired 
ami ctnittMupl of tliose who are to prolit by it. In tiunridea 
df relief, there is always incimhal something of punishment. 
Ihit wt3 must [jass them. I trust tliat many will be still 
ftiuiid of a pure and iinmixed good-nature, whicl* many haM‘ 
^Uown, and which you show abuiidaiilly. \V hat is cnoui/Ji ? 
It is a w»)rd of large im[)ort with regard to ourselves, — very 
'iiilted with regard to others. JIuwever, if there be any 
l'(‘ii(*\«)lent people that are taitangled with tlu'se objections, 
\^ill hid them consider what a footman’s board wages is 
in i -ondon, ^nIu) \\as Ins master’s house to lodge in, and has 
i'is firing, and candh'-liglit, and clothing found. To be sure 
il wt‘ (.(/uld colIei’L the whole into one hoiisi*, as is the east? 
«»f about (j(K) that are collected at Winchester, they might 
he. in London, as these are at Winchester, maintained for 
less money. But to build and furnisli a house in London, 
c ipablc of containiug 1500, or indctal half the number, would 
exhaust more money than we have. 1’he same ohjeclioii 
Would be to the hiring and furnishing of several houses. It 
was on full consideration that the committee fixed this allow 
ance. At first it was not siillicient, and on a calculatioi; 
which I myself presented to the committee, it was raised to 
thirteen sl\illings; bnl as these worthy and discontented 
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pie began to know a little better the ways of the town, ani! 
in what manner they might pack lour or five together in a 
miserable room, in which they might cook their victuals in 
common, they themselves proposed the reduction. Ifow 
they made it answer, I know not ; but I am sere that, in 
London, the committee, if they undertook the matter, conld 
not maiiitaiji them at a miicli larger price. As to clothing, 
except for a few, who were at first in a manner strippnl 
naked, no provision has been made. The manncT of living 
of common soldiers is in the eye of these objectors ; but ilun 
forget that, in quarters, tlie iiiii-kecpers are obliged to liiul 
for the soldiers lodging, lire, candle-light, small-betn*, sail, 
and vinegar, gratis. These are large lielps. Then lln^ eco^ 
nomical discipline of the army is itself a lielp, which in no 
part of civil life can be had. »Soine of tlie clergy cut olftwo 
or thre(3 of llieir scanty meals in a wec‘k toclotlie tlunnsclvcs. 
At Winchester, Lady liockingham has given 000 lliiiiic l 
waistcoats, besides furnishing something towards the em- 
ployment of those who enn earn something by tirades. 1'lie 
])Cople at large, and individuals, have ilone much, i liope 
they will not be tired of doing good t() tlu‘se rcfngc'es, in 
whom they may contemplate at llieir ease what I heir own 
situation w'onld infallibly have bi‘en, had our Englisli Jaco- 
bins succeeded ; with this unhappy dillcrence against ns. 
that tlie French Jacobins would nut luive left ns a place 
retreat. Adieu! my d(*ar madam, (iod bless yon, and gl\ 
success to your design ! 

Yours over, 

J‘h)M. JlruKi:. 

Hannah More, by all means. Thi'n? is a book puhlisliml 
by Abbe Baruel, which contains the most aiiqde account of 
this persecution which has appeared ; i believe perfectly In 
be depended upon. Matters have come to my kno\vlc<lgt5 
which convince me that he falls short rather than exceeds. 
It is called “ Histoire du Clerge pendant la Jlevolntion Frai 
^oise.” Your bookseller can get it. AVilJiain llurke IniiJ 
taken to town Brissot’s book. Cazales pi-esents his devoirs. 
I pity, from my soul, those French, who neither know licw 
to rejoice or to be alllic.ted at any good news on onr part 
The best wishes of all here to ]Mr. Crewe. 
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TO IIKV. DR. nrSBEY. 

My dear Sir, Beconsfiflrl, May 18, 1795. 

I don’t know exactly why J am so unwilling io 
write by the post. T have little to say that might not be 
known to the world; at the same time, there is something 
unpleasant in talking the confidential language of friendship 
in the public theatre. It is still worse to ])iit it into the 
power of any one to make nnfaithful representations of it, or 
to make it the suhji'ct of iTiali(;ious comments. 1 lhaiik you 
for your letter; it is full of that good sense and good tem- 
per, as well as of that fortitude, which ani natural to yon. 
Sii.<*e persons of so miieh greater autliority than .1 am, and of 
sn much hotter judgment, are of opinion yon ouglft to stay 
it was clearly riglit for yon to remain at all risks, indeed, 
if it. could ho done witli tolerable safely, 1 wislied you to 
watch ov('r the cradle of those seminaries, on which the fu- 
ture weal or woe of Ireland essentially depends. J"or you, I 
dri’ad the rcvolutionnrv tribunal of Drogheda. Bor tlui coun- 
tiy, if some ])roper mode of education is not ado])ted, 1 trem- 
hl(‘ for the sj)read of atheism amongst the Catholics. I do 
iK't. like the style of tlie meeting* in Brancis iStrc'ct. The 
tone was wholly Jacobinical, in parliament, the language of 
yt)ur friends (one only excepted) w\as wduit it ought to be. 
liui that one speech, though full of lire and animation, was 
not warmed Avith the tire of heaven. I am sorry for it. 1 
!' ivo ^^‘en that gentleman but once. He is ('oriaiiily a man 
of parts; but 0110 Avbo has dealt too much in the philosophy 
“f I’ham'c. Justice, pnidencc, tenderness, moderation, and 
< hrisiiiin charity, ought to become the measures of tolerance; 
luid not a. cold apathy, or, indeed, rather a savage batn'd, to 
all religion, and an avoAV€*d contempt of all those points on 
A\ liich Avc dilfer, and on those about Avhich avc agree. If Avhat 
was said in Brands Street Avas in the tirst heat, it might be 
e ((‘Used. They avcto giA^en to understand that a change ot- 
ailniinisiration, short only of a rcA’^olution in violence, Avaa 
inadi^, only on account of a disposition in a Lord- Lieutenant 
to favour Catholics. Many provoking circumstances attend- 
ed the business; not the least of them Avas, that they eaxv 
themselves delivered oA'cr to their enemies, on no other 

* I lie ;issonit)ly of the Unman (^ltho1ics lu ld April l*th, I7?r>. jp 
V MHf IS Street ('hapcl. 
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a|)par('nt giDiind of merit than that they were such. All 
tin's is very true ; but under every provocation they ought 
not to be irritated by their enemies out of their princi- 
ples and out of their senses. The language of the day 
went plainly to a s(‘paration of the two kingdoms. God for- 
bid that anything like it should ever happen 1 They would 
both be ruined b}' it ; but Ireland would suifer moat and first. 
The thing, however, is impossible. Those who should attempt 
tliat im]}robability would be undone, ff ever the arms, which, 
iiulirt'cily, these orators seem to menace, were to b(^ taken 
up, surely the threat of such a measure is not wise, as it 
could add nothing to their strength, hut would give every 
possible .advantage to their enemies. Ft is a foolish l.angnagr, 
adopted from the iiniled Irishmen, that tludr grievance's ori- 
ginate from England. 41ie direct contrary. It is an as- 
cendancy Avhich some of their own factiona have obtained 
here, that has hurt tlie Catholics witli this goAX’rumeiit. h 
is not as au English government that ministers act in that 
manner, but as assisting a party in Ireland. When they talk 
of dissolving themselves as a Catholic body, ai\(l mixing tlieir 
grievances with those of their country, all 1 have to say is, 
that they lose ilieir own importance as a body l)y this amal- 
gamation; and they sink re.al ni.attcrs of complaint hi those 
which arc factious and imaginary. For in the name of God, 
what grievance has Ireland, as Ireland, to complain of with 
regard to Groat Britain ; unless the protection of the nu^st 
powerful country upon earth, — giving all her privileges, witli- 
out exception, in common to Ireland, .and reserving to liersclf 
only the painful preemineiieo of ten-fold burthens, be a mat- 
ter of complaint. The subject, as a subject, is as free in Ire- 
land as he is in England. As a membi'r of the em[)ire, an 
Irishman hiis every privilege ')f a natural-horn Englishman, 
m every part of it, in every occupation, and in c\xry branch 
of commerce. No monopoly is established ag.ainst him any- 
where ; and the great staple manufacture of Ireland is not 
only not prohibited, not only not discouraged, but it is privi- 
leged in a manner that has no example. The provision trade 
is the same ; nor does Ireland, on her part, take a single ar- 
ticle from ]^ngland, but what she has with more advantage 
tlum she could have it from any nation upon earth. I aav 
nothing of the immense advantage she derives from the use 
of the Englisli capital. In wh^t country upon e^rih 
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tlint .*1 qunniitv oriiiioiis, ilio inomont ilioy nro loil^od in tlio 
wan'luMiso, and beforu Iho salo, would (‘iititlo the Irisli inor- 
ciiaiit or luamifacliirer to draw bills oji llio terms, ajid at tho 
time, in which this is done by tho warolioiiscraan on London? 
Ireland therefore, as Ireland, Mdicthcr it bo taken civilly, 
constitutionally, or commercially, sidlers no grievance. Tho 
Catholics, as (kitholics, do ; and what can be got by joining 
their real complaint to a com])laint which is li<*titioiia, but to 
make tlie whole pass for fiction and gromullcss pretence? I 
am not a man for construing with too much rigour the ox- 
])ressiona of men imdcn* a senscj of ill-usage, i know that 
is to he given to ])assion ; and 1 hopc^ T am more dis- 
posed to accuse the ])('rsoii who prov()k(‘s another to anger, 
th;in the ])crson who gives way to natural feelings in hot lan- 
guage. If this be all, it is no great mal ter; but, if anger 
only brings out a ])lan that was before meditated, and laid up 
ill the mind, the thing is more sia'ions. ^Ihc tenor of the 
speeelies in Francis MtnMd, att.Mcking tho idea of an incor- 
porating union hetween tho two kingdoms, express('d princi- 
ples that went Ihe full length of a separation, and of a dis- 
S'jlution of that union, which aristas from their being under 
tli(‘ sami' crown. 1’hat Indand would, in that cns»\ come to 
inalv(' a. tigiiri' amongst tlio nations, i.s an idea wliich has more 
of tlie junhitiou of individuals in it, than of a sober regard to 
tin' hM|)piru‘ss of a wlude people. ]5ut if a people wori‘. to 
riliee solid (pu(*t. to empty glory, as on some oceasiona they 
have <lono ; umh’r the eircumstances of Ireland, she, most as- 
-ni’i'niy, never Avouhl obtain that inde|)('iul('nt glory, but 
would certainly lose all her tranquillity, all her prosperity, 
and (;ven that (h'grei' of lustre which sh(‘ has, by the AHTy free 
:uid very honourable coimexioii slu^ enjovs with a nation tho 
ino.^t splendid and the most powerful U])on earth. Ireland, 
conslifiil.ionfdhf, is iiule])('iuleut ; •polUicalhj, she never can be 
so. It is a struggle against nature. She must he protected, 
Mid t here is uo ])r*otect iou to be found fur her, but either fron« 
*Man<*e or I]ngland. France, even if (under any form aho 
iii;^y assume) she Avero disposed to give the same liberal and 
honourable j>r()teetion to Ireland, has not the means, of either 
S(‘rving or hurling her, that arc in tho hands of Groat Bri- 
tain. She might make Ireland (supposing that kind of indc- 
pendoneo could be maintained, wlilch for a year I am certain 
!| could not) a dreadful thorn in the side of this kingdom ; 
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hut Ireland uonkl dearly buy that malignant and infernal 
Batisfactioii, by a dependence upon a power, eiilier di'spotie, 
as formerly, or anarchical, as at present. AV e see, well eiionglj,' 
the kind of liberty which she either enjoys herself, or is will- 
ing to bestow on others. This 1 say with regard to the 
sehcino of those who call themselves United Irishmen ; ilmt 
is to say, of those who, without any regard to religion, elnb all 
kinds of discontents together, in order to produce all kinds 
of disorders. Hut to speak to Catholics as such, it is plain 
that whatever security they enjoy for their religion, as well 
as for the many solid advantages which, evem under the pre- 
BCiit r(‘strietions, they are cntitlerl d(‘pt‘nds wholly upon 
their connexion with this kingdom. Kranee is an enemy to 
all religion; hut eminently, and with a peculiar malignity, 
an enemy to the Catholic religion, which they mean, if Ha y 
can, to cxiirpale throiigliont th(^ globe. It is Sf)metl)ing per- 
verse, and (‘ven unnatural, for Catbnlies to lu'ar evcni tin* 
sound of a connexion with France'; unless, nmh‘r the eohmr 
and pret(*xt; of a religions description, they should, as some 
have done in this country, form themselves into a mischiev- 
ous political faeiinii. Catholics, as things now stand, ha\o 
all the sph'iidid al)iliii(‘S, and much of the ind(‘pendeiit [)ro- 
perty, in parliament in their favour, and every Prot<‘slant 
(I bcli(*ve with very few exceptions) who is rrally a C^hris- 
tian. Should they alionaio tlu'so men from their cause, tladr 
choice is amongst those, who, indeed, may have ability, but 
not wisdom or teiii[)er in |)roportion ; and whose* very ability 
is not e(pial, (;ither in strength or exercise*, to that which they 
Jose. Tlu'v will have* to choose im*n of ele^sju'rale* ])n)per1\, 
<jr of no property; ami men of no religioeis and no moral 
])rinci])le. Without a Protestant- eonnexlf)n of some kiiid or 
other, they eanm»t go on ; aod heuv are tlu^ t wo sorts nf dt - 
seriptions of Protestants bet ween whom tiny have an option 
1o make. Jn this slate of things, their sitnatiem, I allow, is 
<lillleult and delicate. If tlie better part lies by in a suHiii 
silence, they still cannot hinder the more factious part both 
from speaking and from writing; and the scut iimnits of those 
A\hu are silent will be judged by the f ffnsions of the ]>eoj>le, 
who do not wish to conceal tlionglils that tlio sober part of 
maokind will not jipprove. Oii the oilier hand, if the better 
and more temperate part come forward to disclaim the others, 
they iustanlly make breach in their own party, of \vlii« h a 



LETT15RS. 


489 


maligiiaiii cn^my will take advantage to crusli them all. They 
will praise the sober part, but they will grant iliein nothing 
Ihoy shall desire ; nay, they will inalu^ use? of their snbrnissioii 
as a proof that sober jnen arc peiTectly satisfied in remaining 
])rostrate under their oppressive hands. These are dreadful 
dilemmas; and they are such as ever will .arise, wIk'u men in 
power are possessed with a crafty malignant disposition, with- 
out any real wisdom or enlarged policy. 

However, as, in every ease of diHieiilty, there is abetter way 
of proceeding and a worse, and that some medium may bo 
found between .an abject and, for that reason, an ini])rndent 
submission, and a contumacious, absurd resislanct*, — what I 
would humbly suggest is, that on occasion of tlu' dcclama- 
lions in the newspaper, they should make, not an apology 
(lor that is dishonourable and dangerous), but a strong charge 
oil their enemies for defamation; disidaiming tlu‘ tenets, 
jiraetices, and designs impudently .attribntt'd to fbem, and 
asserting, in eool, modest, and delermiiK'd language, fbeir re- 
solution to assert tlie |)rivileges to wliieli, ns good (*ifi/.end 
and good subjc'eis, they bold tbemsidvi s cut il b'd, without be- 
ing inlimidati'd or w^'arii'd out by the opposition of tlie mo- 
nopolists of the kingdom. In this there will be n/)ibing 
jiieaii or st'rvilo, or which can carry any nj)|)(‘aranc(? of the 
effect of fear; hut flio contrary. At the same time, it will 
rcMuovc th(^ prejudices wliieli, on tins sidi', of tluMviilcr as w«‘ll 
<is on yours, are propagated against yon with so much sys- 
U'lualu* ])ains. 1 think the <*ominiltei* would ik» wi'll to do 
soiiiclhing of this kind in tlnur own name. 1. trust those 
i;». u of great ability in that commiltei', who incline to 
tlmik that the Cat holies ought to nudt down their cause 
-ulo the gmicral mass of uncertain discontents and nnasifer- 
taiiu'd prineiples, will, 1 hope, for the sake ol' agreeing with 
those whom, I am sure, they love .and res|)eet among their 
own brethren, as avcH as for the sake of the kingdom at 
large, waive that idea (Avhich .1 do not dimy to h(' greatly 
])ro\oked) of dissolving the Catholic body hefoie the ohjeets 
of its union are obtained, ainl turning t he olijects of their re- 
lief into a national quarrel. This, 1 am satisfied, on recollec- 
tion, they will think not irrational. The course tatoji by tho 
enemy often becomes .a fair rule of action. You see, by the 
whole turn of the debate agfiinst them, that tlnur adversaries 
nnleavoured to give this colour to the contest, and to nnakp 
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it hinge on this principle. Tlie wimc policy cannot he good 
for you and your cncinioB. hlir George {Slice, wlio is so guod 
to take this, wails, or J should say more on this jioiiit. 1 
should sny something too of the colleges. I long mueli to 
liear how you go on. I have, however, said loo nmeh. Jf 
Grattan, hy whom J. wish the Catholics to he wholly advised, 
thinks dilferently from me, [ wish the whole iiiisiiid. You 
see, liord illiam sticks nobly to his text, and noitlu'r 

abandons his cause or his friends, though he has few indeed 
to support him. AVhen yon ean, pray let me hear I’rom y<m. 
JMrs. Jhirke and myself, in this lonely and disi'onsolate liousi', 
never cease to iliink of you as Ave ought to do. i scMid some 
prints to Pnhlin ; bnt, as your hoiisii is not there, 1 reservt 
a memorial of iny d(‘ar Jtichard for your j*etiirn. 

J am ev(‘r, my dear Sir, 

I'aithfully and aifectionately, 

Yonr mis('ral>l(*. iViend, 

1C DM. lil'IlKM. 


TO rn.Ml'ND MAIiONK, 

Mr Dii/Ui Srit, lleconslleld, iMay 22nd, 

7fc is very true that my business Avith the JIousi* (»f 
Lords is over for the present;^ for ihi'v have, or a rump of 
them, doiu* their own business ])retiy handsomely. Fuerimt. 
There is an end of that part of tla^ eonst itntioii ; nor eaii it 
be roviv(*d bnt hy means that J tremble to think of. 

That business, ho\v<'ver, Avas not Avhat hindered me frotri 
obeying your commands, and following my own inclinations, 
about our excellent deceased friend Sir .loshiia Jvevnolds. 
Alas ! my dear sir, all my husiiu'ss is Avith tin* deecased ; and 
in truth, except for a poor remnant of gross animal functions, 
.] am dead myself, lloweve , f Avill do what I. can. Tlio 
more I thought upon that subjc^ct the iiuirc dilliiMilly 
1 found in it. The very qualities Avhich made the sueiol v 
of our late frimid so ph'asant to all who know iiim, an) 
tlie very things that make it difficult to Avriie his 
or to draw his character, ^.fhe former jiart is p(‘culiarly 
difficult, as it had little connexion with great ])uhlie CATiits, 
nor *vas it diversified Avith much change of fortune or much 

* Just tlicn onpipcd in editing tlio works of Sir Joshua Kcyaold.-i, 
wliicli ho prelixt.'d a Memoir. 

* Alluding to Uio trial of UastipBS. 
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private adventure, hardly, indeed, any advcM tiirc at all. All 
that 1 could say of him 1 have said alr(‘ady in that short 
sketch u'hich I printed after his death. G'his speaks as inucli 
as I could safely venture to speak of him as an artist, not 
haviiifjj skill enough to enter into details on the subject. 
What you are to say of the character, merely as the character 
of a man, must, to have any eilecd., consist rather of a few 
light marking touches than of a long discussion ; unless it re- 
lates to some of those various and perplexed characters uhieh 
require a long investigation to unfold. If, without materials, 
one is to attempt anything of length and elaborate, there is 
a great danger of growing into atfectation. I do not know 
\]ieiher you have the sketch 1 drew. Jt has marks of the 
haste and the enmtion under which it was done. Jlut I b(‘- 
lieve you will thid that a great deal more cannot be said. Jf, 
however (for ditlerent minds see things in ditlerent ])oints of 
view), you should turn your thoughts tliat way, and sktdeh out 
anvthing, if i might ])resiime to intrude inyscdf into a work 
of Vours, 1 would work upon that ground, and [)erhaps some- 
thing better could be done by such combination than singly. 

Lady Jnehiquin^ called hero the otluT day; she is not 
anxious that the work should bo publislied till the beginning 
of winter. I eerialnly will turn my tbougbis to it ; and if you 
could come to this melancholy place, 1 should fcid myself 
iiimdi honoured and very happy in seeing you. 

I have tlie honour to lx*, with most sincere respect and 
atli'ction, 

INfy dear Sir, 

Your most obedient hninblo servant, 

Ej)M. JkMiKE. 

What a loss is Clifden ! Compliments to IMrs. Metcalf. 

TO nil. nAi:uETs’CE. 

My dear Laure^jce, Math, July 2S, 1796. 

I thank you for employing the short moment you 
were able to snatch from being useful, in being kind and 
compassionate. Here I am in the last retreat of hunted in- 
firmity. I am indeed ausc ahoU- : but, as ibroiigb the wliok 
of a various and long life 1 ba\e been more indebted than 

* Niece of Sir Joalina Reynoltls, formerly Miss Palmer 

• The residence of Lord IncUiqnin, de-dreyod by ftre, 
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thankful to Providence, so 1 am now singularly so, in being 
dismissed, as hitherto 1 appear to be, so gently 'from life, and 
BC’iit to follow those who in course ought to have followed 
me, A\hom,T trust, I shall yet, in some inconceivable manner, 
see and know; and by whom i shall he seen ami known, Put 
enough of this. 

However, as it is possible that my stay on this side *)f the 
grave may be yet shorter than 1 compute it, let me now heg 
to call to your recollection the solemn charge and trust I 
gave you on my (h'parlurc from the public stage. 1 fancy I 
must make you the sole operator, in a work in wliicli, even 
it' 1 were enabled to undertake it, yon must hav(' becui evrr 
the assistance on wdiich alone I. could rely. Lot not thin 
cruel, daring, nnexam[)lcd act of public r‘orni[>tion, guilt, and 
meanness go down to a ]>osterity, jHudiaps as careh'ss :is the 
jvresent ra»‘(', without its due animadversion, whitdi will he 
best found in its own acts and monuments. Jii't my enden- 
vours to save the nation from that shame and giiift he mv 
monument; the only one 1 over will have. Jiid. everything 
.1 have done, said, or ^Yritten, be forgotten, hut this. I have 
struggled with the great and the Jittli^ on this ])oint during 
the greati'r part of my active* life; and I w ish, after death, to 
have my eletiance of the jmigments of those who e-emsidi r 
the dominion of the glorious empire given by an incom])n'- 
hensihh^ dispensation of the Hivino ProvieleTicc into our 
liands, as mithing more than an opportunity of grat itying, for 
th(^ lowe'st of their jjiirposes, the lowest of their passions — 
and that for siieh poor nnvards ami, for the most pai-t, indi- 
r(*ct and silly bribes, as imlieate rmi more the folly than the 
corruption of these infamous and contemptible w retches. 1 
blame myself ('xeeedingly for not having employed the last 
year in this work, and heg forgiveness of Hod for such a 
neglect. 1 had strength enough for it, if T had not wasted 
some of it in coinproinising grief with drowsiness and for- 
gtdfulness; timl einph>ying some of the moments in whivh I 
ha^e b(‘en roused to mental exertion in feeble endeavours to 
rescue this dull and tbonglilless people from the jmnishments 
Avbich their negl(*et and stupidity will bring upon tlicm for 
their systematic inifjuity and oppression. Put you are made 
to C( itimie all that is good of me; and to augment it with 
the various resources of a mind fertile in virtues. and cultivafrd 
with every sort of talent and of knowledge. ^Abovc all maku 
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oat the cruelty of this pretended actjuittal, but in realit y tliifi 
barbarous and inhuman condemnation of whole tribes and 
nations, and of all the classes they contain. If ever Europe 
recovers its civilization, that work will bo useful. Jiemember! 
Eemcmbcr! Kemember! 

It is not that I waut you to sacrifice youi*s(df blindly and 
imfruitfully, at this instant. But iliero will be a season for 
tlie appearance of such a record ; and it ought to be in store 
for that season. Got everything iliat Troward lias. 

Your hindness will make you wish to hear mort; imrtimi- 
lars of me. To compare my static with that of the three 
first days after my arrival, 1 fetd ou the whol(» lt‘ss uneasi- 
ness. But my jlesh is wasted in a manner which in so sliort 
a time no one ct)idd imagine. My limbs luuk about to lind 
the rags that cover them. My str(‘ngth is declined in the 
full proportion; and at my time of life new' tlesh is never 
supplied, and lost strength is never rtafovered. If God has 
auythijig to do for me here, liere ho will keep me. ff not, 
I am tolerably resigned to llis divine pleasure*. I have not 
boon yet more than a day in condition to drink the waters— 
but they seem rather to compose than to disordm* my stomach. 
J'dy illness lias not siilfered Airs. Burke to protit as she ought 
of this situation. But she will bathe to-night. Give Wood- 
ford a thousand kind remembrances. Bleaso God, 1 shall 
write to him to-morrow. Adieu. 

Your ever true friiaid, 

Kdml^d Buuke. 

M rs. Burke never forgets yon, nor what remains of poor 
VV illiaiu. 


TO DR. LAUJIEXCE. 

EriJay night, 10 o’clock, 

My dear Laurence, 18th Nov. 1790. 

1 have been out of a()rls for several da^ s past, but 
have not been so much weakened by that circuinstancc as I 
might have feared. T do n’t desire long letters from you, but, 
1 coidoss, I wish a line now and then, I motin very near 
iiterally, a Una. The prt?sent state of things, both here and 
in Ireland, as well as abroad, s(*ems to me to grow every 
nu>mcni more critical. In Ireland it is plain they liavo 
thrown oil' all sort of political management, and even the 
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decorous appearance of it. Tlicjy luid for ilieir con.iniUi(j(»f, 
in-chief Ouninghainc, a person utterly nnacqiiaiiited witli 
military aftairs bcvond what Avas necessary lor a quarter- 
master-general in a i)eaccable country. ]le had never seen 
Avar, hardly in any image, but he was a man of a moderate 
and humane disposition, and one from whom no acts of 
atrocity were to be ap])rehendcd. In order to remove him 
from the command of the army, they have made him a peiT. 
Tliis was a step to the ap])oin*tment of * * * * to tlie fidl 
as little e\j)erienced in any real military service as * * * * * 
but young(;r and of far diffenuit disjjositions. In case of jui 
actual invasion, they could not i‘xp(‘et anytbiiig whatsoever 
irom bis military skill or talents. ^I'bey oidy proof tliev bad 
of either has been in his des])erate promptitude, A\ithout 
either civil, criminal, or martial law, to seize upon j)0(»r 
ploughmen in their cottages, and to send them bound wb(‘ro 
he thought lit. By Avluit lie is eajiable of, and by what he is 
iiieapable, they show in wliat inanuer it is they im‘aii to jiro- 
vide for the military defence and ior the civil tran(|iiillitv and 
liiipjjiness of Ireland, ^fhey have fomented a spirit of dis- 
cord upon priuci[)le in that unhappy count ry. They have 
set the Brotestaiits, in tin; only part of the country iii whieh 
the Broti'stants have any degreiMif strength, to massacre I he 
Catholics. The consequence will be this, if it is not tJie 
case already, that instead of dividing these two factions, tlie 
Catholics, linding themselves outlawed by tludr government, 
Avhich has not only employed tlui arm of abused authority 
against them, but the vioiciice of lawless insurrection, will 
use the only means tliat is left for llieir proteeticHi in a h'agne 
with those persons who liave been encouraged to fall iqxni 
them, and Avho are as Avell disposcul to rebel against all 
government, as to pi?rseeute their unolVcndiug fellow-ritizi ns. 
The parliament, eneonraged by the Lord-Lieutenant’s tSi ere- 
tary, lias refused so mneli as to impiire into these troubles. 
The only ajipearance of any in(|niry which has been, is that 
put into the hands of a person, I mean the Attorney-General, 
one of the avowed enemii^s and persiamtors of the snlferiug 
peoph^, and in the elosi'st connexion with them. I see that the 
adections of the j)eople are not so much as looked to, as any 
one »f the resources for the defeiu^c ol Ireland against the 
Ui\asioii which the enemy will make iijiou that country, ii 
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llioy liJtvii foivc enougli to do it comistcnlly \villi llioir otliet 
vio\v&<; but, 1 couIV-hr, tluit from tlui loaat rolled iou 1 :im ablo 
to make in ibe intc'rvals of ]min and soirow, I do not tijink 
that tlH> invaisioii of (‘itlier of llieso countries is a primary 
o])jeet in tlieir pr(‘s(uit plan of policy — t heir views »e(un to 
me to he direeliMl elsewlaav, and ihi*ir ohjeet is, to disable 
ibis country from any elU'ctual resistance to tht‘m,by alarm- 
ing ns with fears for our domeslie safety. 1'liev have gained 
tlu'ir ends eom])letely. The arranu;(‘ments which we have 
iiiadt' and arc making in both kingdoms lor that safety ])ro- 
vlde for it in tlie w'orst possible manner, wdiilst tlaw edeetu- 
;.1ly disable us from oppo'^iug tlui (MU'iny upon his larf];er 
j.ml real ])lan of attack. \Vi\ oppose in his JaLsr attack the 
whoh^ of our rral strength. 1 have lonjj; doubted of the use 
of a militia, eoiistil tiled as our militia is; hi'cause 1 do not 
like in time of war any |)ermanent body of rt'^nilar troops in 
so considerable a nmnh(‘r as perha|)s to etpial the whole of 
our (dh(‘r force, wlu'ii it is only applicable to on(\ and that 
hut a vi'ry nnc-erlain, ])art of the (hmiands of •general service. 
\\'hi‘tlii‘r Tam ri.iilit or wronp: may he a ipiestiou with ])ersoiiH 
b(‘tter informed than I am, bttt it has l)i‘en my o])inion at 
h ast lliose tw'(.Mity ytairs. If J did not declare it in ])arlia- 
mi lit, it was beeaiise tlie prtjndice was loo slron^^ to be ])rii- 
<lcutly resisted ; but whi*n danger coiiu's, strong prejndiees 
will be found weak resources. 

Whatever the merits of militia may be, 1 am sure that no 
])riidoiit persona w ith whom 1 have ever conversed have been 
of Opinion that it ought to be exiendtul beyond the old Jinm- 
l\ i’. Other ideas liowever have ])revailed. 'J'he infant 
resonrct'S of Indand have been exhausted by establishing ii 
imiitia there, upon l]ii» feeble plan of the militia here, ami 
with «*onsc(piem.'es miudi more jnstly to be apprehended from 
an abuse of that ijistitulioji. AVlietlier with regard i») tlie 
economical and civil etfeds oil the military, they have now^ iu 
hotli kingdoms added imim'nsely to that erroneous establish 
mciit, if errom*ons it is, and have thmadiy doubled the w'cak- 
nesa instead of augmenting tlie strength of these kingdoms. 
1 believe it will be found, that in botli countries tliere is, by 
personal service or by ])ublic charge, the burtlien of an army 
forming or formed of at least fourscore tliousaiul men, utterly 
unapjilicable to the general service of the country, or to the 
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conservation of what I shall ever think as much for its being 
us self-defence itself, J mean the safety and liberty of Euro ne. 
The very idea of active defence, the only sure defence, M'hich 
consists in offensive onerations against your enemy, seems 
wholly to be abandoned. 

I know it will be said that these corps do not bring uj)f>u 
the nation the burthen of half pay. This is true but in part, 
and in iny opinion, if war should continue, it will become 
less and less of an object. At any rate it will be found ns 
economy a very poor resource to make out such a saving by 
the limitation of clfcct and service. 

I do nut mean to say that such little aids to the ])olice as 
by an occasional use of a yeojiiaii cavalry, which is in the 
nature Marachaus^'c, is much to be condemned. If the ser- 
vice is not much, the charge is not ruinous, and our military 
arm is not crip])le(l. In my opinion, the expense of tlie,s«* 
arrangements would furnish such a subsidy to Jtiissia, as 
would entible that power to act with such a bialy of trui)ps 
against the common enemy, as to do more for our ri al de- 
feneo than from any homo arrangements that we can make. 
J have said enough u|)on ibis subject, though by no means 
all that is in my iiiind; but if you agree w ith me in principle, 
your own thoughts w ill more than supply my omissions. 

I have sullennl great uneasiness from another scheme, tlii^ 
tendency of which evidently is (though 1 am of opinion 
nothing less is intended) totally to disgust the people w ith 
the continuance of tJiis war — 1 iiieaji that part of the people 
upon whose, soundness and spirit the very being of civil 
society at this time depends, that is, that part of the people 
who live with a degree of decency upon an income not likely 
to improve. ^J^liey ai‘e the ])art of the community w hich are 
naturally attached to stability and to the resistance of inuova- 
tioii, but are not qiialilied to afford pecuniary resources to 
the State. They may serve to furnish a contingent in tho 
way of taxes which is to be supplied as their income accrues, 
or as their economy finds supply, but they have no hoards, 
and if you apply to them for a forced loan, you drive them 
into the toils of the usurers, who will disable them froflb 
paying w hat they arc already charged to the support of tho 
Slat •. Sure it were better to borrow directly at a higli 
interest, that is, at the interest of the public uecessTies, iuiJ 
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to lay upon those inoii their share of it, tlian to take this 
porplcxcd circuitous course, whicli, in the end, will wcaKen 
public credit by destroying most of the private credit of the 
kingdom. 

1 was goiiig further, when my friendly amanuensis re- 
Tuiiided me that it is near 10 o’clock. ] am afraid I have 
tiled you, though I tire myself somewhat less by dictating a 
f^Iic(‘t than hy writing twenty lines ; however, one is more 
wordy when one* dictates. J intended, if J liad time, to tell you 
tiiat Keogh is come to Tioudon, nud to wish to have yours and 
bord Fiizwilliam’s, as well as ]\lr. Windham’s, thoughts upon 
the suhjeet of his journey, when 1 know better of what 
nature it may be. lie shows a. very great desire of seeing 
ii.e and conversing w’itli me upon the subject of Ireland. I 
have fought it otf by giving liim very true reasons, tliat is to 
sav; my ieeble state of health, and the contempt that is ('iiter- 
taiiK'd for my ojiiuious, especially in what relates to Ireland. 
— He tells me he has not lu'en with any minister. He is a 
man that on tin* \Nli()h‘ .1 think ought not to be slighted, 
though he is but too mueli disposed to Jaeobin principles 
and connexions in his own natnr*^, and is a Catholic only in 
naiiie'--not but that whole body, (‘ontrarv to its nature, has 
been driven by art and policy into Jacobinism, in order to 
I'onii a [in text to multiply the jobs and to increase the ])Owor 
<»f tliat fuolisli and jiroiligate junto to wliich Ireland is de- 
liM‘red over as a farm. 1 shall let you know further about 
Keogh Avhen I hear from him; and 1 shall send to Jiord 
Mt/.wiiliam his letters to me, as well as a copy of my answer 
to him. J shall send you another copy. Good night. 

Yours over, 

Edmund Huukk. 


TO DH. LArUF.NCE. 

1^1 1 DE \R Ji A i: H ENCE, Eeaeoiisfield, 25th 1700 

1 have heard at last from Ylr. Keogh: hv his Icdter, 
which 1 emdose, you see the cause of his (hday. He is not 
oliVmded, hot he says not one word of To)ic Ins secretary, but 
probably reserves an explanation of this for conversation. 
Cs it will be of much more importance tliat you should hear 
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Avliai ho has lo say, Ilian iliat T shoiilfl, I think to write fo 
him by this night’s post to call upon you, or if liis health 
ihould not permit it, that you would call upon him at your 
iirst time of leisure. I intend to toll him, that weak as I 
nm I shall see him if he pleases. — Not a word from Jjord 
Fitzwilliam, which 1 am rather surprised at, knowing that in 
general he is punctual, and that these aftairs are very near his 
heart. — What you say about the pope is very striking, hut 
he and his Troy will bo burned to ashes, and 1 assure all good 
Protestants that, whatcvc'r they may think of it, ilio thread 
of their life is (dose twisted into that of their groat emunv. 
]t is perfectly ridiculous, in the midst of our melancholv 
eituation, to see us forswearing this same pope lustily iii 
every part of th(»sc dominions, and making absolute war upon 
him in Ireland at tlie liazard of everything that is d(‘ar to us, 
whilst the enemy, from whom we have most to fear, is doing 
the same thing with more effect and less hazard to them- 
selves. For wo arc cutting our own throats in order l;o he 
revenged of this said old pope. It is very singular, that I he 
power which ineriaces the world should jiroduci^ in us no niher 
marks of terror than by a display of nu'aniu'ss, and that this 
poor old bugbear, who frightens noliody else, and wlio is fd- 
frighted by everybody and everything, is to us the groat object 
of terror, of precaution, and of vigorous attack. — You remem- 
ber the fable of the Hare and the Frogs. On this point, I 
verily begin to believe that Mr. Pitt is stark mad ; but that 
he is in the cold fit of this phrenetic fever. 1 agree with you, 
and it was long the opinion of our dear departed friend, that 
Mr. Pitt, keeping an underhand and direct influenee in Ire- 
land to screen himself from all responsibility, does resolve on 
the actual dissolution of the empire ; and having settled for 
himself, as he thinks, a faction there, puts everything into 
the hands of that fiction, and leaves the monarchy and tho 
Buperintcndency of Great Britain to shift for iliemsclvcs as 
they may. 

Sirs. Burke passed but a. bad day yesterday, with iinicli 
bilious vomiting and a head-ache, but the latter is gone ami 
she has had a very quiet night, though not much sleep ; and, 
though not up, is light and easy, — As to myself, 1 have had 
frur fils in the night, and several yesterday. Between 



liETTETlS. 


400 


filfs, boili I’n ilio afternoon and iib nifjlit, ! Jiad rest onougli. - 
I »end yon this by the coach, and am aftbetionalely 

Yours, 

Edmuj^u Buhke. 


TO DR. L.VURKN'CIC. 

Bc'aconsCield, Wednesday Morning, 1 1 u’cl(M*k 
INIv Di^.VR Jjai'hkxc'i:, Now, ITIMJ. 

T have had n had and am very faint and r(‘td)le. 

J do not know wliere the abstract yon numlion is in th(M‘haos 
of my papers, hut if [ get a little stronger this day I shall 
look for it ; but J semd you the printed papers, which Nagle 
has just found. You know that the far great(?r and the most 
o])presaivo ]>nrt of those laws has been ri'p(*aled. The only 
r'Mnaining grievaneo wliich the Catholics suller from the /aw 
consists ill certain incapaciti(‘s relative to franchiapn. The 
ill-will of the governing po\v<‘rs is their great grievance, who 
do not Slider llieni to hav(» the heiudit of lliosi* capacities to 
wliicli th('y are reston'd, nominally, by the law. The fran- 
chisi's which they desire are to remove the stigma from them 
Adilch is not liramh'd on any dt'seriplion whatever of dis- 
."('iitcrs in In'land, wlio taki' no t(‘st and an* snbji'et to no 
incafiaciiy; though tlu'y [are"| oft Ik* old long-establislK‘d re- 
hgion of the country, and who cannot be aeeused of jierversc*. 
iK'ss or any factions purpose in tlu'ir opinions, since they re- 
main only wliere they have always been, and are the far greater 
m-dority of the inhabitants. They give as good proofs of 
tl’.' Ir loyalty and atfection to (Tovepiiiiient at least as any 
other people. Tests have been contrived for them to purge 
them from any auspicious political princijdes, supposed to 
have some connexion with their religion. These tests tliey 
take ; whimcaa tlie persona called Protestants, which Pro- 
ti'stnntiam, as things stand, is no description of a rcdigioii at 
all, or of any priiicipli*, religious, moral, or political, but is a 
mere negation, take no tests at all. JSo that here is a perse- 
cution, as far as it goes, of llu* only people in Iri'land who 
make any positive profi*ssi(m of the Christian faith ; hm ever, 
the clergy of the established church do not sign the thirty 
nine articles. The heavy load that lies upon them is, that 
they arc treated like enemies, and as long as thev are under 
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any incapaoities, tlu'ir ])oi\s<‘cut.ors arc I'lirnisliod wdli a 'U i-ij 
j)rotou(*o orscour^in^ iliein upon all occasions, and ilicy m-Ncr 
fail to make use of it. If this sti/^ina were taken olf, and 
that, like their other fcllow-citizcns, they were to be judged by 
their conduct, it would go a great way in giving quiet to the 
country. The fear that if tlu'y had capacit ii‘s to sit in ])arlia- 
niciit they might become the majority and piTseeuie in tlu it 
turn, is a most impudent and llagiiious ])r('t(‘nce, which those 
wlio make use of it know to bo false. They could not at tin.- 
day get three members out of tlie three hiuntmt, and novri 
can have the least probability from ciirmnshniccs of hc< (Mri- 
ing the tenth j)art of the repn'seniatives, ov4‘ii thongh lla: 
boroughs made in the time ol‘. lames I. l‘or tlio ilesirnction 
of th(j then natural int(Tesls of Ihe couutry should he ir- 
formecl upon any plan whicli has as yet bi'en ]U’opos(‘d, beciuisi! 
the natural interests bavtj be(‘n vari(‘d and the projurly 
changed sino'- the tiuH‘ of King James I. At present tlu! 
child* o|)pressi()n consists in tlu‘ abuse wlneli is made by the 
povv(*rs of e\(‘cufci\e government, which may nior(‘ eileet niilly 
harass an obnoxious people than (‘ven advm’se laws thc'ui- 
Helves, r do not know whether you arc apprizi’d of all the 
•woceedings in the comity of Armagh, particularly of the 
*p««Bacres that luive been perpeirati'd on tlu‘ Catholic in- 
fWbitaats of that county, witli no pnnislimcnt and liardly any 
discountenanci? of (Jovernnumt. All this, lumever, is a. mat- 
ter of very nice li/nidling in a British parlianuMit, mi account 
of tiiC j\s‘*ions indepeml 'tice ofthal c-onnty. j\eitln‘r the 4*(»ni t 
nor the opposition party J am afraid would rel’sh it, especi- 
ally as they jirelend or may pretend that the i.'^ject is to 
become a matter of tlndr own inquiry. I have written my 
mind fully upon this subject to Jiord J'itzwilliam, but I ha\e 
had yet no answer, nor, iiKb'cd, hardly could. I’he Jacuhia 
opposition take this up to promote sedition in Ireland; and 
the Jacobin miuistiy ^^ill make use of it to eounti^naiuc 
tyranny in the same place. 

As to George Ellis and Lord Malmsbury, the Jupiter ami 
bis Aferciiry, 1 don’t care whether thi.'V are in the elom^ oi 
in the dung; but one thing i see very clearly, that notiniiir 
aliove-or below will prevent the ministm’S from going thnaii^h 
thtir dirty work. AVhat has bivii written as arguincni «.;i' 
observation has had no answer, but it makes no iinpressi- n, 
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unless f vjrhaps to ooiifinu some j)eoplo in the obstinacy of 
their meanness. Do you know that Mr. Crewe lias Avrote 
tliat the * * * * pi‘rfeet ly ajiproves everything in the Pain- 
])hh*t, and yet lie has dt)ne everything or eontnirred in every- 
thing in dianu-‘trieal tipposilion to his prini-iples. lie will do 
so, ill everything that ean be proposed ol* the same nature. 
'What think you of tlieir finding no one but General Luttrell 
to whom the saiety of Ireland could be eorninitted at this 
crisis. All this must have passed tlirongh the Duke of Port- 
land, who thinks one way, and who a(*ts or is acted upon in 
the direct contrary way. T am very sick of all these; things. 
As yoa know Keogli, 1 think there is no objection to your 
seeing him, if you ean contrive it. J ilo not know how you 
apjirove my answer to him, but 1 am sure he does not, by 
making no sort of reply to me. 

You will write to Mr. AVilde, and let him know that I 
have been very ill from time to time, and that you have in- 
formed me of his impiiry, and that i am inucli obliged to him 
for his solieitiido about me. The terms jireserihed by tho 
thieves of the Directory to the pope are what might be ex- 
pected. .Tie cannot help it, being intrinsically weak in him- 
self, and we have refused to put him in a better condition, 
Ihr fear of the statute of Premuiiire ; ami our ileet has 
thought ])ruper to lly f>ut of the Arediterranean, and to eva- 
cuate all the strongholds wt? had in that part of the world. 
1 think [we make] a inor«; * * * tigiin* than the pope. Tu 
proportion to the strength of body which is enervated by 
ii'canncss of spirit — ‘‘ Oh, impotence of mind in body strung.’* 
— I'he parcel waits — God bless you. 

-If you can [gid] Bollingbrooke’s Abridgement of the Irish 
Statutes, which is e.vtreincly well done, you will see the ma- 
terials n]>on which 1 went in the abstract of the old Popery 
liaws, winch I gavi; to the Dnkt; of Portland on his going 

liord Ji to Ireland. Aly poor llichard had a complete 

copy, which he put into the hands of the committee, with 
such alterations and additions as they thought proper. 

Adieu. — Airs. Jhirke has had a bad night, as well as my- 
self. Doidor Jh’ocklesby has been here and is gone. Paro- 
chial news we have none. 

Yours ever, 


Edmukd Bl'uke. 
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TO J>U. LAUKEWCE. 

My deae LAUllE^'cE, Doc. 0, 170G. 

The Budget day was a matter of great speculation, 
Pitt rather less insolent — Fox as furious as 1 expoct(‘d. 
Grey has come forward and taken a sort of lead — Sheridan 
heads, I suppose, a corps do reserve. ^JVll me in tlirt'o lines 
your remarks upon tlio gcmeral tenipi'i* of the House on that 
night and on this. A line bnsint'ss this of La J'\iyette. 
Good God ! among all the imprisoniiienis, confiscations, 
murders, and exiles, to find no one ohject for a llritisli 
House of Commons to take up but Citizen de la Kayette. 
I see Fox proposes the rep(?al of the two A nli- Jacobin Acts 
— AVhat do you tliiiik of making your debut njxm IIumis ? 
Lord Fitzwilliam concurred in tlieni. Uiiless j)erliaps yem 
think that that ground is a litlle worn out. I think the 
taxes on tin? whole, if likely to be productive, arc? nnexecj). 
tionable — 4'he bunststax is tlio worst. Why did not Fiit 
tax the low(?r teas ? — a small duty woiilil not have b('en felt, 
and surely ten-drinking, though it would ht^ idle to j*('straiii 
it, is not an uljj(‘et of <lirect eiicoiiragi'nu'nt amongst the 
lower orders of the peo])le. (lood night. Aly [paiusj have 
raged all yesterday, all last niglit, and a great part of this 
day with tenfold fury, but a vomiting eatne on nu', and J am 
a good deal easier this eviming. Onee more aditm. Airs. 
Burke’s affectionate compliments. T wrote to you by the 
coach yi'stcj'<lay. 

^’our.s cv(‘r, 

Fdmund LiUJiKi:. 


TO nit. ?.A1 JOIN Cl'i. 

My deak Lauehnce, Bath, Feb. lOtb, 1707. 

I liavc been very wc'.'ik for some days ])ast, and s(» 
giddy that I am hardly abh* to walk across the room. At 
the first coming on of this ha<l sympfom I was not able to 
do so much — so that I am not without hopes that it may go 
off, though, take me on tin? whoh?, I am without all comj>a- 
ris .'ii wor.se than when I came hitlu'r, but yet the violent 
iJiitus's hav(‘ not. been jpiihi so troublesome to im* sn’.c»* tlm 
complaint in my head is conic on. 1'licy liavt? taken tati 
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tdWU, and are now attacking the citadel — But enough of 
thia. Tlio utiair ot‘ llaatinga haa aonietliing in it thiit 

might move a third Cato to a horac-laugh, though themeana, 
I am afraid, by which she and her paramour have made that 
and all the sums which they have got by their own dis- 
honesty, or lost by the dishonesty of others or tlie confusion 
of the times, [might cause] the laughing Democritus to weep 
us much as his opponent: hut let whoever laugh or wee]), 
nothing plaintive will make IVlr. Pitt or Mr. Dundas blush 
for having rewarded the criminal whom they prosecuted, 
and sent mo and iiinetetm inemhers ot* parliament to prose- 
e.uie, for every mode of peculation anil oppression, with a 
greater sum of money than ever yet was paid to any ono 
llritish subject, ex(?(*pt the Duke of IVlarlbro*, for tho most 
acknowledged public services, and not to liim if you take 
Blenheim, which was an expense and not a charge, out of 
the account. All this and ten times more will not hinder 
them from adding thi^ peerage, to make up the insutticieney 
of his p(*cuniary rewards. JVly illii(‘ss, which came the more 
lavivily and suddenly upon nio by this flagitious act, whilst I 
w;)s ])roparing a represtmtation ii])on it, has hindered me, as 
you know, from iloing justice to that act, to Mr. Hastings, 
1o myself, to the llo\iseof iiords, to the House of Commons, 
and to the unhappy people of India, on that subjei^t. It lias 
]aade mo leave the li'tters tliat 1 was writing to my Lord 
Chancellor and Mr. Dundas, as well as iny petition to the 
House of Commons, unfinished. But you remember, like- 
^^ise, that when I came hither at tho beginning of last siim- 
iiLT, [ repeated to you that dying reqiu'st which T now re- 
iterate, that if at any lime, without the danger of ruin to 
yours(df, or over-distraeting you fn)in your ])rofessional and 
jjarlismentary duties, you can place in a sliort point of view, 
and support by the doeuments in print and writing which 
exist with me, or with Mr. Troward, or ycMirself, the general 
merits of this transaction, you will erect a cenotaph most 
grateful to rny shade, and will clear my nicMiiory from that 
load which the East India Company, King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and in a manner tho whole Hritish nation (God for- 
give them), have been pleased to lay as a monument upon 
iny ashes. I am as conscious as any person can bo of the 
little value of the good or evil opinion of mankind to the 
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part of tno that Bliall remain, but 1 belitwe it is oi'suim* moineiit 
not to leave the lame of an evil example, of the expenditure 
of fourteen years’ labour, and of not less (takiiifr the expense 
of the suit, and the costs paid tti Mr. llastiuj^s, and the par- 
liamentary ehar‘j;es) than near .€ Jl(X),0()(), Tins is a terrihlo 
exaniple, and it is not aei{uittanee at all to a [)uhlie man, 
who, with all the means of undeceiving himself if lie was 
wrong, has thus with such incredible pains, both of himself 
and others, persevered in the persecution of inru)C(‘iin‘ 
and merit. It is, I say, no excuse at all to urge in hin 
apology, that he has had enthusiastic good intentions. In 
reality, you know that 1 am no enthusiast, but [according) 
to the powers that God has given me, a sober and rcllecliug 
man. I have not even the other very bad excuse, of actijig 
from personal resentment, or from the sense of [)rivati* 
injury — never having received any; nor can I plead ignor- 
ance, no man ever having taken more pains to be infonm d 
Therefore. T say, liememher. 

Parliament is shortly to resume the hrolom thread of ifs 
business — if what it is doing deserves that name. 1 feel tin* 
same anxiety for your success as if what has bei*n llie he'^t 
part of was in your place, and engaged as he would have 
been in the same work, and 1 ]nvsume to take llui same 
liberty with you that 1 would have done with him. The 
plan you have funned, like all the plans of such eumjUH'hcji 
eive minds as yours, is vast, but it will reejnire all the skill 
of a mind as judicious and selecting as yours to l)ring ii- 
within the compass of the apprehensions and dispositions of 
those upon whom it is to operate. There would bedillieulty 
in giving to it its just extent in the very opening, if ytm 
could count even upon ono person able and willing to siij» 
port you; but as you will- be attacked by one side of tin* 
House with all its force, reluctantly heard and totall\ 
abandoned by the other, if yon are pmanitted any n'plv al 
all, a thing winch under similar cireumstaneos has hccii 
refused to me, it will not bo heard by the exhausted alt»“ii- 
tioii of tliat House, which is hardly to be kept alive, e\'<'c(»t 
to what concerns the factious interests of the two discordant 
chiefs, who with diilerent personal views, but on tlm sam** 
political principles, divide and distract the nation. Put all 
this 1 must leave tu your judgment, whicli, with less parha- 
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n\(*titary cxpeHence, lias iii(iiiitely iiiort* natural power than 
mine ever had, when it was at the best. This only .1 bhall 
bog h'avc t(» sJiggost, that it* it should be impossible (as per- 
haps it may be) to bring your opening spetadi within any 
narrow eoinpass, snob as two hours or thereabouts, that you 
will make your reply as sliarp, and poijited at the [)ersonal 
atfaeks that I am sure will be made upon you, as you ean ; 
and tliat you will content yourself with reiissertijig the sub- 
stance of the facts, declaring your readiness to enter into 
them if ever you arc furiiisliod with the means. I have no 
doubt that in the course of the debate, or in this session, 
vou will find opportunities to bring forth what your disert*- 
lioii may res(U-ve on tlie ])ri‘scnt occasion for a future one, 
when you may he at more lih(*rty. Though T am stuisiblo 
enough of the diflicidty of tiuding a plaee in debate for any 
of tlu)se who are not arranged in the lini^ of batile, abreast 
or alu‘ad, in support of the one or the other of the great ad- 
mirals. J\ly dear friend, you will have the goodness to ex- 
cuse tlu* interposition of an exhausted and siekly judgment 
like mine, at its b(^st inlirm, with a mind like? yours, the 
most robust that ever was made, and in the vigour of its 
hieiilties; but allowance is made for tlie anxious solieitudo 
of those AN horn sex, age, or debility exclude from a share in 
tlu)si‘ e(mibats in Avliieli they take a deep eoncern. 

I'oiirs «*ve]', 

Edmund IIlmikh. 

12th l\‘bruary. 

P. S. My bcaltli continues aa it Avas Avlieu 1. began this 
lelior. — 1 have read Erskimt’a pamphlet, Avhieh is better 
done chan [ expected to find it. Jbit it is little more than 
a digest of the old mattt'r, and a proposal to remove all our 
evils hy a universal pcjpular represtmlation at home, hy 
giving to France at oiu^e all Unit we have thought proper to 
otter, on supposition of concession, ami all that slie has chosen 
to dmnand A\’ithout any regard to our concession, together an itii 
a cordial connexion Avitb l»er and a total alienation from 
other powws, as a pledge of future peace. This, tt)g(‘ilu‘r 
^vith bringing Mr. Fox into power, forms the Avbolt^ of tlu* 
painj)bh*t. This Avould certainly make short work of Uun 
treaty. — This pamphlet does not make your motion the less 
iiecess*\ry, and Avitbuut a reference to it you may keep it in 
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youp eye. — Mrs, Burke, thank Ood, ia better of her cold ; 
iSho salutes you. 

Dear Sir, 

I have supprcsaccl the newspapers — lie knows nothiii<> 
of this disagreeable business ; but 1 am in hopes, from i)i*. 
King’s letter to mo, that an injunction will be laid early to- 
morrow, to prevent tho sale, and that you all will pursue 
such rigorous measures against Swift and Owen, as the law 
wall enable you to do. 1 had a letter by the coach, inlbriu- 
ing me of it. Will you beg of Doctor King to write to Mr. 
Burke to-morrow, and tell him what he has done in Itivinj^- 
ton’s business. 

Yours tridy, 

E. Nagle. 


TO nR. LAURENCE. 

Mv DEAR Laurence, March IGth, 171)7. 

It is V(‘ry unlucky that the reputation of a speaker la 
the House of Ooiuinous depends far less on what he says 
there, than on tlie account of it in tlio newspapers. Your 
speeches, which are made late in the night, su|)posing no 
foul play (which however 1 suspect), are tak(‘ii by the jour- 
neymen noto-inaker.s, and wdieii there is not room for them 
in the j)aper, (iveii if they were able to follow you. In the 
late instamie, how'ever, this w'as unavoidable, since you spok«i 
to vindicate the reputation of your friend, which no cousider- 
atioii of priulenee w ith ri‘gard to yourselT could prevail on 
you to omit. As ycni stated [it] in your letter, it iriust hnvt^ 
been very impressive, and as honourable to your abilitit*s ns 
it was to the goodness of your heart. As to Mr. Eox’s 
speeches, lie seemed to hav.^ laid [aside] his abilities along 
with all (leccncy, liberality, and fairness ; and placed liimsclf 
in the rank of the Adairs, the Bastards, and those genllc- 
meii w'hose cause lie supported, and to whose iinderstnml- 
ings, “ by au extraordinary alacrity in sinking,” he chose to 
level himself. What ho said of me was nothing more than 
his old song, freqiujntly sung, though with a little more 
liberality in my own presence, and aUvays responded to 
without a possibility of r(*ply. The major part of his topics 
Lave been answered by me in print, and the public i mst 
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jiiilge betwt'cu iis ; but there i» one fact, which, as it passed 
iirif(*n years a/ 50 , most people may not so well remember ; 
lliowgli that, too, 1 discussed with him in tlie House of Ooin- 
inous without a reply, or the ^possibility of his making any. 
lie has the impudence to say that the reduction of places 
that I made was not sufficient, and that more would have 
been made in Lord Itockingham’s and his administration, if 
time had been given to them for that purposi'. J^oth arc ab- 
solutely false; — in the first placti, any h'sseiiing of the re- 
duction proposed iu my original plan mul that which a[)pcar- 
cd in the Aet was not of my doing, but of his own and tin? 
cihiuet to which he helongt'd; and 1 was no way consulted 
about it, though I certainly acquiesced iu it, and, on the 
whole, thought it sufficient, lii the ui‘xt place, 1 do solemn- 
ly declare that 1 never heard him, nor anybody else of that 
cahiiiel;, |)ropose any reduction of olllces, but of tlu3 tw'o, 
were of oj)iiiion tliat tlie matter had hei‘u earri(‘d too far, rathi*r 
than that it had lallon short of their mark. They must have 
thought that it did not fall sliort, beeause tliev knew' very well 
l.liat they never could have bad an opportunity so favourable 
fni- reduction as during the d(‘pendi'iu*e of that bill, and iu 
ill'* fiood-iide of its popularily. Mr. J'ox now' thinks tliat 
lU’iiher this, nor tlu* Pay Ofiice Bill, nor the (h>ntraetors* 
Bill, wliieh, though moved by another, was lidl wholly to my 
bb.nageinent, as it was originally scJiemed by myself, nor of 
-Mr. Lowdeswel’s and my plan, to his and our honour adojit- 
ed by Mr. Crewe, were of the least significance in lessening 
ll>o iufiuence of th(i Crown iu that House, and iu the other, 
o” 111 tlui Scotch (‘lection for ]M‘ers by the* abrogation of the 
Scntcli liurds of Police. I know' lui told me, and that to the 
best of my recollection iu llu' presimce of uthi‘rs, that the 
Acts wliich lui now finds to luj so V(‘ry friNolous w’t‘re the 
ni(‘ans of turning out Lord Lausdowiu‘, and that he had lost 
his ijuesiioii in the sami 3 number of voti's as Hu? places that 
had luM'u suppr(?ss(‘d. As to tlioso that laid hivn r(‘taiued, he 
])erf<*ctly agre(‘d with me both in the ])olicy and the juslic'e 
of rcitaining them, considering th(‘in, as 1 did, as right in 
themselves; and with regard to the hidih'rs in possession or 
diversion, as ])roperty, to all intents and pur^ioses. ] cannot 
say exactly in what form Mr. Kose put the recriminatory 
cliarge which h(‘ made (.m Mr. Fox witli regard to the p/aeea 
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of that kind which Mr. Fox iiad held and disposed of. Mr. 
Fox’s reply seems to indicate that lie was charged with 
sijiiandering away their income and value. If so, liis reply 
was proper, bi'causo the charge was unparliamentary, anil 
not at all to the purpose in argument. Jiut if it was urged, 
as it ought to have been, that Mr. Fox had himself consider- 
ed those places his property, as an argument ad homiiiem, it 
w ould have been conclusive against him. For if he sold that 
as property wdiieli w’as not such, by his own admission lie 
was guilty of a fraud. But it were an endless task to go 
through all tlu^ nonsiMise and ribaldry w hieh he chose to viMit, 
upon tliat occasion. As to his arguing for a change of his 
opinions from the gri‘aler burthens which now exist on the 
publii;, *fc is jieriectly absurd — First, because injustice is 
not less injustice, though it may admit some palliation 
on account of the necessities of those who are guilty of 
it; and next, because those remnants of remnants of sav- 
ings, wliich Mr. Windham has so justly ridiculed, heeoiiie 
more and more contemptible according to their dispropor- 
tion to the weight of the charge which they are brouglit to 
counterpoise. He has used another argument wdiich seems 
to have more weight, which is, tliat it may be necessary fur 
maintaining the cliaractcr and credit of the opposition ; but. 
at a miserably low ebb is that cliaracler ami credit wdiich is 
obliged to have recourse to such frauds and iinpostun's. jMr. 
Fitt was very w'rong in giving to tluuu the countenance he 
had given, and wdiich, after the able speech he had made, w as 
no proper conclusion to be drawui from his argninents. JMr. 
Windham, in my opinion, even from what 1 see in the papers, 
never made a inoni able and elocpienl .sjietMdi. J particularly 
admire the manly tone of scorn with which he treated the 
miserable imposture of the motion. 1 thank him liearlily 
for his speech, and subscrii an unfeigned assent and con- 
sent to all the articles of his creed. 1 forgot to say aw'ord about 
fees, which it seems is one of the articles of charge against 
Mr. Windham’s ollice. Whether they bo exorbitant or not 
is more than 1 can judge, but that they are prolitable to the 
oliicer is no objection, provided they are not onerous to the 
public, or oppressive to those that pay them. This was so 
inneli my principle upon the reform, that I candully re- 
6Ci\ed the Ices to the Pay Ollice; but iu the progress of the 
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bill t was abfioliitelj forc('d by ilio frauds of Colonel Tlarr^, 
acting on the principles of Jiord Shelburn, wlio attributed 
every sort of public evil to fees, in a famous speech of his, 
and by the unparalleled treachery of our own party 1 was 
heat out of rny plan, and compelled, whether J would or not, 
to bring from that abolilion a charge of £0000 a year, or 
rather more, upon tlie pnhlie, for tlie official (‘xpcuises wliich 
before had eost nolhing, except for the Paymaster’s salary 
and some other salaries, which laitcr wen' insignificant. 
Whether the ollice has boon impaired in its diligence and its 
sj>irit of accommodation from that time is more than ] can 
positively say, but J believe that it has. 1 am sorry to have 
troubled you so much on these matters, but as they relate 
to facts whi(?h may not ho so gem'rally known, ] wish you 
not to throw away this letter. 1 have no objection to your 
showing it to anybody, hut do liot dcsin' it to he sliowm to 
anyone but Jjord Pitzwilliam and Mr. Windham. As to 
' you, “ iMacte csto virtute tua do n’t be diseouragod from 
taking the independent line, Avbieb makes you vote with dif- 
ferent men, but always upon th(' same ])rinciplc, and not like 
these vile and most abjc'ct wretches who eonijioso the armed 
neutrality ; who, if they w(‘re not the most contemptible of 
the human race, would he the most odious. Thank (jod, you 
have but one political friendship to attend to, and in that 
you will never find any clashing with jmblic [irinciplo. — As 
you are still solicitous about my lu'altli, J am to tell you that 
to-day has been one of my lu*st days ; and though I can’t 
walk without an arm, 1. have moved about a good deal, at 
least a good deal for me. Plesh as before. Adieu. 

Yours ever, B. 

P. S. Will tlio gentlemen do anything in my affair with 
0\M*n — or have they glv(‘n it up ? If tluy have given it up, 
why is it so? 


TO J>Jl. J.AUHi: NCK. 

Jkifh, nth April, 1797, 

Mr DEAR Laurence, 5 o'clock. 

This terrible wav on the continent has come to a crisis. 
AVh(‘tlier our pacific war is come to i/s terrible crisis is a 
matter of great doubt ; but un’ess rxcd interposes in serny 
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Bigmil way, it nmat iorininato in a peace wliicli, like Scylla, 
has a tliousa?i(l harking monsters of a tliousand wars in its 
womb, (lod preserve iia from such peace and such wars. 
As for himself, AVindham is perfectly ni tlio right to be go- 
verned by circumstances ; but as for you, who act with no 
party and are in no oflicc, your own houour and your per- 
sonal rcputatioii are the sole eirenrnslanccs by v iiich you are 
to bo guided. — Therefore prolit of the first opening. ]f the 
emperor’s defection is solcdy owing to the bad state of his 
own affairs, tliau wliicli nothing I admit can appear worse, 
we have much to lament and nothing to blame; but if the 
spirit of tho debates in ilie English parliament have tended 
to bring on despair, or if our want of a supply to his ni'cessi- 
ties has crippl(*d Ins armaments, tlicn we have at once to 
-ament find to blame. JLowever, then^ is the hand of (lod 
111 this business, and tluTi? is an end of the system of Europe, 
taking in laws, manners, religion, and politics, in which 1 de- 
lighted so much. My poor son was called off in tiiiu' — “no 
quid tale viderct.” 

I understand that Ellis spoke liandsoniely of uu‘, for whi<*h 
I thank him; and do you so loo, through yourself or any 
medium you can find. As to AVindham, ho never fails, hut 
of tills there is not a word; by our paper 1 should havi» 
thought ho had not spoken: but it is no mailer — .all our 
plans are defeated by tho settlement wliicli the jieaee will 
make of the Ereneh system in the AV^est Indies. Mr. Hud- 
dlestone’s letter is very obliging, but 1 really wish him to 
keep all his sentiments coueealod until ho can get into the 
direction. Tell him that this is my opinion, and that then 
perhaps he may steal some little good ; for we, w’ho had i’or 
fourteen years struggled to do more, liavo been miserably de- 
feated, if not with our own, yet with tho national disgrace. 

1 wrote to Mr. Trowa d, and waander you have not seen 
him. You had better call on him, as he lies directly in your 
way. Pray let me hi’ar from you fis often as you can, though 
it were but by a line. Your coining hither must bo very in- 
convenient to you, and wdiero is the use of your seeing me in 
the body of tin’s death, in truth, 1 suffer v(‘ry little pain, 
but I gain no strength at all. if 1 lind any diderenee, it is 
that my little strength decliaes. Adieu. God bless you. 

Yours ever, E. B. 
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TO DR. liA^DREXCE. 

Mr DEAR Lattrence, Eatli, 12ih IMay, 1707. 

Tlio tiiiK's are bo deplorable, tliat I do not know how 
to write about thnn. Indeed 1 eau hardly b('ar to ihink of 
them. In the Bch'ction of these mischiefs, those which have 
the most r(x*ently op])resscd and overpowered, rather than 
exercised, the shattered remains of my undorstandinp;, are 
those of the navy and those r)f Tn'land. As to tlie first, I 
shall say nothing, except tliis, that you must remeirdjcr from 
the moment tlic true genius of this French revolution began 
to dawn upon my mind, I comprehended what it would be in 
its meridian ; and that I luave often said, that T should dread 
more from one or two maritime provinces in France, in which 
the spirit and prineiph's of that revolution were established, 
than from the old French monarchy possessed of all that its 
and)ition ever aspired to obtain ; lhat wc shoidd begin to bo 
infected in tlio first Nidus and hot-hed of tlu'ir infection, Die 
subordinate parts of our military force, and that T should not 
be surprised at Si'eing a French <‘onvoyed by a British navy 
to an attack upon this kingdom. I think you must remem- 
b(T the thing and the phrase. I trust in God that these 
mutineers may not as yet have imbrued their hands deejdy 
in blood. If they have, wc must expect the worst that can 
happen. Alas ! for the mischiefs that arc done hv the news- 
papers, and by the imbecility of tlic ministers, who neither 
refuse nor modity any concession, nor exoente with prompti- 
tude Die resolutions they lake through fear ; but are hesi- 
tating and backward, even in their imvasurcs of retreat and 
flight : ill truth, they know nothing of the manoeuvre either 
in advjince or retreat. 

The other affair, hardly less perplexing, nor muck less in- 
stantly urging, is that of Ireland. 

Mr. Baldwin was here, and he spoke something, though 
indistinctly and confusedly, of a strong desire that lie sup- 
posed the Duke of Portland to have for a reconeillal ion with 
Lord Fitzwilliam. 'Whether this is mere loose* talk, such as 
1 have uniformly heard from Die day of the. tatal rujiture, is 
more than I know. My answer was, that while the cause of 
this calamitous rupture was yet in its operation, i hail doni* 
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everyiliiiig which a man like me could do to prevent it and 
its cliects, but that now the (picstion was not what should 
reconcile tlie Duke to Lord ¥,, but what would reconcile 
Ireland to England. This was very near the whole of our 
conversation. You know he does not see very far, nor com- 
bine very much. \. liavo had a hint iroin another quarter, 
not indeed very direct, to know whether it was juy opinion 
that a conc(‘ssion to the Irish Catholics would quiet that 
eoiintF’v. 'To this 1 have given no answer, hccaiiso at this 
moment 1. am utterly in<*a]ml)le of giving any, the least dis- 
linet. Three montlis ago, ]a'rhaps even two months ago, i 
can say with coniideuet‘, notwithstanding the hand from 
which it would be ollen'd, it would have previuited the dis- 
contimts from running into one mass ; even ii‘ tlie eompliance. 
had bet'u decently evaded, and future ii()])es held out, I think 
iliOvse niischiids would not have h.apjFened ; but instead of 
this, every iiieasuiM* has been used (liat coidd possibly t*Mul to 
irritation. I'lie rejection (»f the Memorial was abrupt, tiual, 
and without any tenip(‘rament whatsoever. Th(‘ speeches in 
tlie IIoiis(* of Lords in Ireland w(*re in tin? same strain ; nml 
in the J louses of Commons, the ministers put forward a 
wretched brawler, one Dnigcman, of y'our profession, to atta(‘k 
Mr. Eo\, though thc'v knew that, as a llritish nuunber of 
jiarliameiit, he was hy tluuu invulnerable; l)\it their great 
object was to got him to rail at the whole body of Catliulics 
and Dissenters in Ireland in the most foul and nnim'asund 
language. 'I’his brought on, as th(*y might well have expect 
cd, from Mr. Grattan one of the most animated ])hilippics 
which he ever yet delivered, against their government and 
parliament. 

It was a speech th(' best, ealcnlated that could bo conceived 
furtluT to iutlame tin; irritation which the (\istle-brawler’s 
Jong harangue must necessarily have profiueed. i\s to Mr. 
Fox, he hail all the lumonr of the day, because the invective 
against him was stupid, and from a man of no authority or 
weight whatsoever ; and the panegyric which was opposed 
to it was full of eloijiicnco, and from a gri^at name. 'I'lie At- 
torney-General in wishingthe motion \vithdrawn, as J under- 
stand, did by no means discountenance the principle upon 
which it was made, nor disown the attack which was made, 
in a Manner, upon the whole people of Ireland. Th(? 
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citor-Gc'iieral went the full length of supporting it. Instead 
of endeavouring to widen the narrow bottom upon whicli 
they stand, they mahe it their policy to render it every day 
more narrow. In the parliament of Great Britain, Lord 
Grenville’s speech turned the loyalty of the Catholics against 
themselves, lie argued, from that zeal and loyalty they 
manifested, their want of a sense of any grievance. This 
speech, though probably well intended, was the most indis- 
creet and mischievous of the whole. People do not like to bo 
put into practical dilemmas. If the people arc turbulent and 
riotous, nothing is to bo done for tliem, on account of their 
evil dispositions. If tliey arc obedient and loyal, nothing is 
to be done for them, because their being quiet and contented 
is a proof that they feel no grievance. 1 know tliat this de- 
claration has bad its iiatural ellt'ct, and that in several places 
the Catholit‘s think themselves called upon to deny the iu- 
fercnco jnade by ministers from their good conduct. It 
s<‘i‘ms to Ibcm a great insult to convert their resolution to 
support the king’s government into an a])probation of the 
conduct of those wlio make it the foimdatioii of tlieir credit 
ami authority that they arc the enemies of their descri])tion. 

1 send you two extracts of letters, for Lord Pitz william’s 
and your iiifonnatioii, from intelligont and wTll-informed 
people ijj Cork ; ♦ and one of them from a gcutleman of much. 

* Extract of a Letter from Cork; dated May 3r(7, 1797. 

. . , “ As to the ;ifr.urs uf this country, I neither know whnt to say or 
think of them ; hut this I am sorry to be able to assure you of, that there 
is a very preat and general change in the minds of the pco])le here, brought 
id imt within a short period. No more of that enthusiasm of loyalty and 
detestation of French principles, wliich prevailed so much on the late 
alarms. It is now ‘ The English minister and government detest poor 
IreJxind, and would set us to cutting one another's throats^ as they have 
done in the Norths* &;e. In short, such is the language spt)ken by 
every man almost you meet, and a great deal worse. (Jovernment's in- 
gratitude, in an absolute refusal of any further boon to the Catholics, has 
roused the resentment of the quietest spirits ; and the severe punishments 
infludcd in some places on the militia, for going to mass, instead of the 
Protestant churcli, is surely, not. to give it a uTjrse appellation, impolitic 
in the extreme.** 

Extract of a Letter from Cork ; dahpo, May \th, 1797 

' “ By the Dublin papers you will see what is going on there. ‘ Wa 

can expect no remedy from a wretched junto, who ve involving th«ix 

▼PL. vin 2 1. 



ooDsi derat Ion and influence in that place. These ^^ill let you 
see the eflfect of that conduct which tends to unite all descrip- 
tions of persons in the South, in the saiiie spirit of discontent 
aufl in the same bonds of sedition with those of the ^^orth. 
As far as 1 can lind, no part of the army in Ireland is yet 
tainted with the general spirit ; but under a general discon- 
tent it is impossible it should long continue sound ; and evei. 
if it did, it is as impossible that such a country can be rulec 
by a military government, even if there w ere no enemy abroa*., 
to take advantage of that miserable state of things. 

Now suller me to throw down to you my thoughts of what 
miglit be expected iindcT tlie existing circumstnneos, from tlie 
mere grant of an Act of Parliament fora total imrancipation. 
This measure 1 hold to be a fundamental part in any plan for 
quieting that country and reconciling it to this; hut you are 
well aware, that this measure, like every other measure of the 
kind, must depend on the manner in which it is done, the 
persons who do it, and the skill and jndgment wi^h which 
the w'hole is conducted. And first, my clear opinion is, tliat 
as long as the present junto continue to govern Ireland, 
such a measure into which they must manifestly appear to 

country in certain ruin. A letter from a man in government (whom I 
eamiot mention) to his frii iid here laments the infatuation of what he 
calls the interior cabinet^ to which he oi the exterior has no access. '1 he 
great turnings out there give us some hopes of their filling up the measure 
of their iniquities before it is too late to save us. 'that interior eabim t 
must have (■lu)ke(l up every ehauuel of conimuuieation to the king, or 
we never could ho ahaiidoiied to the situation we are iiow' in. The swear- 
ing has reached to (’arherry ; and it is saul to ha\e got into Blackpool, 
which is known to he the most Protestant suburb of this city. Koger 
O’Connor was obliged to fly for his ajKisileship, and his steward would 
have been ])robably convicted at the assizes, had he not pul off his trial. 
The minds of men are much changed since Christmas. The goldni op- 
portunity was lost to govenimen* of assuming the whole merit of grain- 
ing what is certainly hut a small Doo’i. 

“ It must come in spite of ascendancy, with many other reforms through 
every department, otherwise the foundation will be undermined. The 
tithe folks arc hard at work to increase them, and as overbearing as ever. 
It is astonishing how the interest of the moment can blind tliem. But 
until some commutation lakes place, the country never tan be quiet. 

“ Tithes will ever be one of the most powerful weapons a demagogue 
can wield. On the whole it appears to me that the minds of men are so 
heated, that nothing but the horrors of revolution can cool them. Many 

sh for the experiment, and to fly to ills they know not of.” 
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be reluctantly driTan never can produce ihc effects proposed 
by it, because it is impossible to persuade the people that, as 
as they govern, they will not have both the power and 
inclination totally to frustrate the effect of this new arrange- 
ment, as they have done that of all the former. 

Indt^ed it will appear astonishing that these men should 
be kept in the sole monopoly of all power, upon the sole 
merit of their resistance to the Catholic claims, as inconsist- 
eTit with the connexion of the two kingdoms ; and yet at the 
same time to see those claims admitted, and the pretended 
principle of the connexion of the two countries abandoned, 
to preserve to the same p(?rsons the same monopoly, lly 
this it would appear that the subject is either to be relieved 
or not; and the union of the two kingdoms abandoned or 
maintained, just as it may answer the purposes of a faction 
of three or four individuals. Ilut if that junto was thrown 
out to-morrow, along with their measure, gov(Tnment has 
proceeded in such a mariner, and committed so many [things] 
in violent detdaraiions on this subject, that a com|)lete eman- 
cipation would no longer pass with its Jbrmcr facdlity, and a 
strong ferment would be excited in the ehurcli [larty, who, 
though but few in numbers, have in their hands most of the 
ultimate and sujierior property of the kingdom. These dif- 
ficulties appear to me to be great. Certain it is, that if they 
were removed, the leaders of the opposition must be taken 
into their places, and become the object of confidence to an 
FiUglisb government. They are to a man pledged for some 
alteration in the constitution of parliament. If they made 
iivi such alteration, they would lose the weiglit which they 
have, and which is necessary to quiet the country. If, on 
the other hand, they were to attempt a cliange upon any of 
the plans of nioderatioii whieli I hear they have adopted, 
they would be as far from satisfying the demands of the ex- 
travagant people, whom they mean to comply Avitli, as they 
w^ould be in preserving the actual constitution which was 
fabricated in IGl t. The second infallible consequence would 
be, that if a revolution of this kind (for it would be a revo- 
lution) were accomplished in Ireland, tliough the grounds 
are a little different, yet the principle is so much the same, 
that it would be impossible long to resist an alteration of the 
Sfime kind on this side of the water; and I never have doubt" 
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ed since I came to tl>e years of discretion, nor e\er can 
doubt, that such changes in this kingdom would be prelim- 
inary steps to our utter ruin ; but if I considered them as 
such at all times, what must they appear to me at a moment 
like the present ? I see no way of settling these kingdoms 
but by a great change in the superior government here. If 
the present administration is removed, it is manifest to me, 
that the Duke of Bedford, and Lord Guildford, and the 
Duke of Northumberland, and Lord Lansdowiie, all, or most 
of them, under the direction of IVlr. Sheridan and Mr. Fox, 
will be the sole option; that if they took in the Duke of 
Portland, they must take him in, at b(‘st, in the state of utter 
insignificance in which unfortunately he now stands. That 
they wowld gladly take in my Lord Fitz william 1 have no 
cpiestion; but 1 am sure ho would have no support, and 
never would be suffered to play any principal part, ns long 
as he holds the maxims and is animated by the sentiments 
for which, as a statesman, we value him. Jle certainly* Vould 
be best in Ireland, but T am very far from being sure that lus 
connexions there would look up to him with the same simple 
and undivided aflection which they formerly did ; and I am 
equally uncertain whether he would leave behind him a min- 
istry which, in the mass, w’ould be better disposed to hia 
support than those who had formerly betray (id him. Be- 
sides, I cannot look without horror upon his being conjoined 
(and possibly found in a uew reign in such a conjunction) 
wu'th a ministry who have spared no pains to prove their iii- 
differonce, at least, to the local honour and interest of their 
country, or to the general liberty of Europe ; and, indeed, 
who have wished to leave no doubt upon any mind, that it is 
their ambition to ac^t in this country as a subordinate depart- 
ment to the Directory of the French liepublic. 1 see no ray 
of hope but in some sort ol coalition between the heads of 
the factions who now distract us, formed upon a sense of tho 
public danger. But iiii fortunately their animosity towards 
each other grows with the danger. I confess that if no such 
coalition is made, and yet that a change should take place, I 
see in the present ministry and its partisans an opposition 
far more formidable than that which we have at present; 
and that after a while, at least, their principles and their 
TQodea of proceeding will not be found very diflerent from 
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those of the present opposition. I must add, since I am 
opening my mind so much at large, that when I look at the 
state of the civil list in Great Britain, wliicli I have reason 
to know and feel to be fall two years in debt to most of the 
departments, F see no moans of carrying on governuient upon 
anything like a broad bottom, even oflicially ; to say nothing 
of the necessary accommodation to those expectants who will 
look to come forward witli advantage, or to retire without 
marks of disgrace ; and both parties liave cmulously concur- 
red in cutting oft’ all those extraneous nu'ans of accommoda- 
tion which might supply the deficiency of the civil list re- 
sources. In Ireland things arc yet w'orsc. They have seized 
upon all the means of government, in order to accommodate 
one family and its dependencies ; and they have so squan- 
dered away ever}'' resource, under the pn^teiice of providing 
a home defence, that not only is Ireland unable to form a 
system of comprehension, hut England will soon tiiid itself 
unahlcf^o supfdy that kingdom w’itli the means of its ordinary 
existence. To whatever j)oint of the compass 1 turn my eyes, 
1 see nothing but difficulty and disaster. Yomvill naturally 
say, AVhy therel’ore do you reason in a state of despair ? 1 do 

it, that Lord Fitzw illiam and yourself may see my melan- 
choly reveries in this deplorable state of things. Tlie very 
consideration of the difficulties which strike me may suggest 
to better heads than mine the means of overcoming them. 

Ido not know^ whether you have seen ILiissey’s Pastoral 
Letter. It is w^ritlen with clotpicnce and energy, and w ith, 
perhaps, too little management tow^ards the unfortunate sys- 
tem which rules in Ireland at present ; but it is the product 
of a mauly mind, strongly impressed with the trust commit- 
ted to his hands for supporting that religion, in the adminis- 
tration of which he has a very responsible place, and which 
he considers as in the eommenccnumt of a lunv persecution. 
It is therefore no wonder that he recommends an adherence 
to it under all circumstances, whieli many people, animated 
by a contrary party zeal, may not approve : hut men must act 
according to their situation, and for one I am of opinion that 
it were better to have a strong parly zeal, provided it is bot- 
tomed in our common principles, than anything resembling 
infidelity, which last we know, by woeful experience, is as 
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capable of religious persecution as any sectarian sjnrit eftft 
pos8ibly.be. 

I received your letter of yesterday. Nothing can eq\ial 
the ])recipitation of ministers in acceding to the demands of 
tlie first mutiny. Nothing but want of foresight can be .al- 
leged in favour of the formalizing delay to effectuate the 
purposes of the grant which had been extorted from their 
fears. But this will ever be the case of tliose who act from 
no principle but fear. The moment that is over, they fall 
into a supine security. I agree with you, that no folly ever 
equalled their attempt to beg off discussion upon this sub- 
ject. They ought to have known that it would have no 
other effect than what it had, which was to provoke and in- 
flame the discussion they had so childishly sought to avoid ; 
hut the whole is the result of that meanness of spirit wliich 
has brought on all our misfortunes, and rendered all our re- 
sources fruitless. * 

Delicacy alone has been the solo cause of my silence to 
Mr. AViiidham witli relation to the affairs of Ireland ; other- 
wise he is entitled to and he jmsscsscs my most unreserved 
confidence. I have therefore no sort of difficulty in wishing 
him to know my tlioughts upon that subject. They will not 
be very encouraging to him, because I am greatly afraid that 
the preposterous method [of] beginning with force and end- 
ing with concession may defeat the effect of both. If tilings 
had been in their natural course, I should certainly have 
agreed with him. No concession on ilio part of government 
ought ever to be made witliout such a demonstration ol 
force as miglit insure it against contempt. ]t will always 
be a matter of great moment in whose hands the force to be 
applied in domestic disturbances is placed. Never, no, never 
shall I he persuaded that imy force can appear otherwise 
than as odious, and more odious tlian dreaded, when it is 
known to be under the direction of Lord Carbarn pton. I 
will not enter into all the particulars, but among the many 
mischievous measures lately adopted, his nomination to the 
office of commauder-in-chief led to by far the worst conse- 
quences. 

"■’Vhen I am opening my mind to you, I must add, that 
as long as a shallow, hot-headed puppy, proud and presump* 



t lions, ami ill-beliavecl, liko INFr. Cooke, liaii tlie el.lef or any 
credit at the Castle, or Avith ministry here, 1 can expect no 
sort of good from anything that can be done in parliament. 
Wlicn we talk of giving way to Mr. Grattan and the Fon- 
sonbys, I suppost^ it is meant that they should be taken intc 
the Irish ministry ; else to give them a triumph, and at the 
same time to leave them in a state of discontent and dissaHs- 
faction, if wc consider the interest of government as govern- 
ment, is to act against the most obvious dictates of common 
sense. Adieu. I may truly say with Addison’s Cato, 1 
am weary of conjecture.’* I will not add with him, that 
“ this must end them.” But they must soon be ended by 
the Mast(T of the drama, to whose will, pray with me, that 
we may be all, in all things, submissive. — Do n’t forget to 
send me the Ke])ort of the House of ("ommons, and that of 
the House of liords, if you can get it; though 1 do not know 
why 1 am anxious about it, because as a nation our fate seems 
decidecl, and wc perish with all the material means of strength 
that ever nation has possessed, by a poverty and imbecility 
of mind which has no example, I am sure, and could have no 
excuse even in the weakest. Adieu, adieu. 

Yours cATr, 

E. B. 


TO 3)K. LATJEENCK. 

Mt DEAR Laurence, Beaconsliehl, 1st June, 1797. 

It is not easy for mo to descril>c to yon the state of 
Lord Eitz william’s mind. Indeed the condition of all affairs, of 
Irish affairs in particular, es])ccially as they relate to him, 
both as a man and as a statesman, are ('iiough to perplex a very 
ch‘ar understanding, sueli as, in truth, his understanding na- 
turjilly is ; but indejiendently of these difliculties, which 1 feel 
to press equally upon any judgment of iny own, he has those 
which result from his own passions, from a strong predilec- 
tion to Mr. Fox with regard to this side of tlie water, and a 
still stronger with n?gard to Mr. William Ponsonby on tlie 
other side. As to Mr. Ponsonby, he seems to be guided by 
nothing but his passions. He is by his natural temper, per- 
haps, the most vehemently irritable and habitually irritated 
of any person whom I have ever heard of — I mean of » man 
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conversant with public affairs ; and he is even yet more hot 
in deliberation and council than he is in debate. Lord Fitz- 
■william has not only his predilections, but he is influenced, 
too much so in my opinion, thouf^h very naturally and very 
excusably, by a rooted animosity against Mr. Pitt, and, in- 
deed what he has not in particular to himself, an incurable 
suspicion of his sincerity. If his predilections had been 
returned by any correspondent degree of attachment or con- 
fidence on the part of Mr. Ponsonby or ]Mr. Grattan, 1 
should not be inclined to blame the confidence which he has 
in them, because, independently of their conduct (under 
great provocations, 1 admit), they are, especially the latter, 
men of integrity and public spirit ; but they not only do not 
act in confidence or in concert with Lord iMtzwilliam, but 
they arc actually engaged in personal connexion, and com- 
bined in public arrangements, in a manner that would vir- 
tually exclude my Lord Pitzwilliam as much from all in- 
fluence and direction iii public affairs as IMr. Pitt dfjes, or 
possibly can do. It is plain that Ponsonby has concerted the 
infernal plan of what he calls Parliamentary ]ieform, with 
the opposition here, and eminently with his son-in-law, Mr. 
Grey, with whom he is connected full as much by politics as 
he is by family ties. Lord Pitzwilliam sees this Parliament- 
ary lieform, thus pushed in concert by the opposition in 
both kingdoms, exactly in the same light which you and I *do, 
and yet without regard to the dreadful consequences which 
lie foresees from this measure, and without regard to the total, 
at least temporary, alienation of those people from his confi- 
dence, his connexion, and his principles. 1 plainly perceive 
that, if lie was eonsultcd, he Avoiild advise to throw every- 
thing into their hands. If I am asked what 1 Avould myself 
advise in such a case, 1 should c('rtainly advise tlw* same, but 
with this temperament and cx'^ress jirevioua cj ' ditioii, that 
they renewed their confidence in Lord Pitzwuiiam, whom 1 
hold to be the only person to settle Ireland; and that they 
give him some assurance as a man, a gentleman, and a friend, 
that they will be practicable about their schemes of changing 
the constitution of tlie House of Commons; and that 
they will desist from tlic sclienic of an absentee lax, which 
in its principle goes more to the disconnexion of the two 
kingdoms than anything which is proposed by the United 





521 


IrlsliLien. As to Mr. Grattan’s other project, of laying 
new taxes upon English commodities, and the principle 
upon which he proposes it, — namely, that England is a 
foreign and a hostile kingdom and adverse in interest, 
[it] is, I think, a measure he would hardly persevere in. 
I think the difficulty of tlic case is extreme, when you 
consider the military government established on the one 
hand, and the w'ild democraiie representation proposed 
as its cure [on] the other. If Lord ritzwilliam cannot 
be the Loril-Lieutenant, a thing to which he never would 
consent, and indeed in prudence ought not to do, leaving 
an adverse cabinet behind him, and if that adverse cabi- 
net be, as it is, full as little disposed to trust to him as 
he is to rely upon it, the only way in which he can bo 
serviceable is in a mediatorial ca])acity; and Ihis office of 
a mediator he certainly cannot perform in the temper he is 
in at present. 1 have entered into a very great detail with 
him, pjjrhaps into too great a detail, upon all those points, 
not being quite sure that J should live to couvctsc with him 
again upon the subject; yeti am afraid that I have poured 
too much into a mind in itself over anxious and over full, 
lie does not like, nor indeed do I much, the manner in 
which he seems to be indirectly and without the least confi- 
dence consulted about a particular meiiib(*r of an arrange- 
ment, I mean tliat of naming your namesake, »hidge Law'- 
reiice, to be Chaiieellor of Ireland. It is plain that they 
mean some change to satisfy the people, but not essentially 
to alter their system, or to bring iu any man whose local 
weight and authority might counterbalance that of Lord 
f'lare and his faction, or prove a gratification to any do- 
Bcription of the people, or to facililalo any general arrange- 
ment; and tliey seem to w'aiit a sort of sanction from Lord 
Fitzw'illiam, with regard to a single member of some system 
with wrhieh he is wholly unaequaiiitc'd. I’he thing was first 
suggested to him by Lord Carlisle, a!id AVoodlbrd iu a letter 
to mo made the same suggestion, to be communii'ated to Lord 
Eitzw'illiam as from Mr. Windham, lie was naturally much 
against giving any opinion on the subji'ct ; for wdiicli ho 
gave many good reasons ; but he was so hurt at those un- 
confidential confidences, that he was for some time nmvilling 
that I should communicate his rea^^ns for declining any 
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opinion in my answer 1o ]\lr. AVoodford’s cominmilcatioh. 
Jlowevcr, I persuaded him to let me do it, as I am sure that, 
guarding himself by a prudent suspicion, he ought to be as 
open to hear as cautious to determine upon any matter 
relative to Ireland. This is all with which 1 have to trouble 
you at present. 

j\sto tlie state of my body since my return, I cannot help 
smiling at the ilionglit of Woodford’s seeing it in so gay a 
point of view; for 1 am sure if 1 should live to see you, you will 
rather think me a man dug out of the grave than as a man 
going, as 1 am, into it. 1 am inlinitely weaker than when 1 
left this, and far more cmaeiakid. “ Pallor in ore sedet, 
macics in corporc toto.” 1 look like Ovid’s Envy, but, thank 
Ood, without much envying any om; ; and certainly not in a 
condition to be envied, except by those who prognosticate 
the dreadful evils of every kind which are impending 
over us. Adieu. ]\lrs. Burke salutes you eordiallv; and 
believe me 

3i!v(T roll rs, 

E. B. 

P. S. I forgot to tell you that I have seen and conversed, 
though not enough, with Dr. Hussey; but this I know, 
that he lias stated facts sufficient to justify almost every- 
thing which might have been considered as indiscreet in hia 
pastoral letter. 


TO THOMAS KEOGH, KSQ., GRAV’s-lXN COrEEE-HOUSE. 

Sir, Bcaconsfield, 17th Nov., 179G. 

I am so rnucli out of the Avorld, iliat I am not sur- 
prised every one should be ignorant of, as he is uninterested 
in, the state of my health, my iiabits oflife, or anything else 
that belongs to me. 

Your obliging letter of tlie 20th of July was delivered to 
me at Bath, to which place I was driven by urgent necessity, 
as my only chance of preserving a life which did not I lien 
promise a month’s duration. I was directed to suspend all 
application to business, even to the writing of a common let- 
ter as it was thought that I had suffered by some such ap- 
plication, and by the attendant anxiety, befo/ e and about that 
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time. 1 returned from Btith not well, but mueli recovered 
from the state in which I had been ; and I continued in the 
same condition of convalescence for a month or six weekis 
longer. Soon after I began gradually to decline, and at this 
moment I do not find myself very materially better or stronger 
than when I was sent to Bath. 

I am obliged to you for the offer which you made in that 
letter, of conveying anything from me to Ireland ; but I really 
thought you had known that 1 have no kind of correspond- 
ence or communication with that country, and that fora good 
while I had not taken any part whatsoever in its affairs. I 
believe you must have observed when last I had the honour 
of seeing you in London, how little any opinions of mine are 
likely to prevail witii persons in power here, even with those 
with whom 1 had formerly a long and intimate connexion. 
T never sec any of bis Majesty’s ministers, excrejit one gen- 
tlemai^who, from mere compassion, has paid me some visits 
ill this my retreat, and has (mdeavoured by bis generous sym- 
patliy to soothe iny pains and my sorrows : but that gentleman 
has no concern in Irish affairs, nor is, 1 believe, consulted 
about them. I cannot conceive bow you or anybody can 
think that any sentiments of mine are called for, or even ad- 
mitted, when it is notorious that there is nothing at home 
or abroad, in war or in peace, that 1 have the good fortune 
to be at all pleased with. 1 ought to presume that they who 
have a great ])ubHc trust, who are of distinguished abilities, 
and who are in tlie vigour of their life, behold things in a 
juster point of view than I am able to see them, however my 
Htdf-pariiality may make me too tenacious of my own opinion. 
I am in no degree of confidence with the great leader cither 
of ministry or opposition. 

In a general way, I am but too well acquainted with the 
distracted state of Ireland, and with the designs of the pub- 
lic enemy pointed at that kingdom. 1 have my own thoughts 
upon the causes of those evils. You do me justice in saying, 
ill your letter of July, that I am a true Irishman. Con- 
sidering as I do England as my country, of long habit, of ob- 
ligation, and of establishment, and that my primary duties 
are hers, I cannot conceive how a man can he a genuine 
Englishman, without being at the same time a true Irishman, 
though fortune should have made his birth on this » de of the 
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water. I tliiuk tlie same sentiments ought to be reciprocal 
on the part of Ireland, and if possible with much stronger 
reason. Ireland cannot be separated one moment from Eng- 
land, without losing every source of her present prosperity, 
and even hope of her future. I am very much aiilicted, 
deeply and bitterly afflicted, to see that a very small faction 
in Ireland should arrogate it to itself to bo the whole of that 
great kingdom ; I am more afflicted in seeing that a very 
minute part of that small faction should be able to persuade 
any person here, that on the support of their power the con- 
nexion of the two kingdoms essentially dcfieuds. This 
strange error, if persevered in (as 1 am afraid it will), must 
accomplish the ruin of both countries. At tlie same time I 
must as bitterly regret, that any persons who suffer by the 
predominance of that corrupt fragment of a hiction should 
totally mistake tlie cause ot their evils, as well as their re- 
medy ; if a remedy can be at all looked for ; w liieh I confess 
I am not sanguine enough to expect in any event, or fjwTin the 
exertions of any person ; and least of all from exertions of 
mine, even if I had cither health or prospect of life cominen- 
surato to so diflieidt an undertaking. I say, 1 do regret, that 
the conduct of those who suffer should give any advantage to 
those who arc resolved to tyrannize. 1 do btdievo that this 
conduct has served only as a pretext for aggravating thcjca- 
lamities of that party, which, tliough superior in number, is 
from many circumstances much inferior in force. 

I believe there are very few^ cases which w ill justify a re- 
volt against the established govermiicut of a country, let its 
constitution be what it will, and even though its abuses 
should be great and provoking; but I am sure tlicre is uo 
case in which it is justifiable, eitluT to conscience or to pru- 
dence, to menace resistance when there is no means of efl'cet- 
iug it, nor perhaps in the inaj r jiart any disposition. Ton 
know the state of that country better tlian 1 can pretend to 
do, but I could wish, if there was any use in retrospect, that 
those menaces had been forborne ; because they have caused 
a real alarm in some w'cak tliough well-intentioned minds ; 
and because they furnish the bold and crafty witli pretences 
for exciting a prosecution of a much more fierce and terrible 
nature than I ever remember, even when the country was 
imdei a system of law's apparently less favourable to its trau« 
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quillity and f»ood government, at the same time that sober 
exertion has lessened in the exact proportion in which flashy 
menaces increased. Pusillanimity (as often it docs) has suc- 
ceeded to rage and fury. Against all reason, experience, and 
observation, many persona in Ireland have taken it into their 
heads that the influence of the govennnent here has been 
the cause of the misdemeanour of persona in power in that 
country, and that they are suffering under the yoke of a Brit- 
ish domination. I must speak the truth — t must say, that 
all the evils of Ireland originate within it<self ; that it is the 
boundless credit which is^ given to an Irish cabal that pro- 
duces vvhatevcu’ mischiefs both countries may feel in tlieir re- 
lation. England has hardly anytliing to do with Irish 
government. I heartily wish it were otherwise ; but the 
body of the peojde of England, evtni the most active poli- 
ticians, take little or no concern in the affairs of Ireland. 
They are, therefore, by the minister of this country, who 
fears ifpbn that account no responsibility here, and who shuns 
all responsibility in Ireland, abandoned to the direction of 
those who are actually in possession of its internal govern- 
ment; this has been the ease more eminently for these flvo 
or six last years ; and it is a system, if it deserves that name, 
not likely to he altered. 

I. conceive that the last disturbances, and those the most 
important, and wliicli have the deepest root, do not originate, 
nor bavo they their greatest strength, among the Catholics : 
but there is, and ever has been, a strong republican Protest- 
afit faction in Ireland, whicli has perseeut(*d the Catholics 
as long as persecution w’ould answer their purpose, and now 
the same faction would dupe them to become accomplices in 
effectuating the same purposes ; and thus cither by tyranny 
or seduction would accomplish their ruin. It was with 
grief I saw last year with the Catholic delegates a gentle- 
man, who was not of their religion, or united to them in any 
avowable bond of a public interest, acting as their secretary, 
in their most confidential concerns. I afterwards found 
that this gentleman’s name was iin])licatcd in a correspond- 
ence with certain Protestant conspirators and traitors, who 
are acting in direct connexion with the enemies of all go- 
vernment and religion. He might be innocent ; and I am 
yery sure that those who employed and trusted him were 
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perfectly ignorant of liis treasonable correspondences ana 
designs, if such he had ; but as he has thought proper to 
quit the king’s dominions about the time of the iuYestiga- 
tion of that conspiracy, unpleasant inferences may have been 
drawn from it. I never saw him but once, which was in 
your company, and at that t\me knew nothing of his connex- 
ions, character, or dispositions. 

I am never likely to be called upon for niy advice in tliis 
or in any business ; and after having once almost forcibly ob- 
truded myself into it, and having found no sort of good eftect 
from my uncalled-for interference, I shall certainly, though 
I should have better health than 1 can Hatter myself with, 
never again thrust myself into those intricate affairs. Per- 
sons of mucli greater abilities, rank, and consequence than 1 
am, and who had been called by their situation to tlioso 
affairs, have been totally overwhelmed by the domineering 
party in Ireland, and have been disgraced and ruined, as far 
as independence, honour, and virtue can be ruined and dis- 
graced. However, if your leisure permits you to j)ay^a visit 
to this melancholy inlirmary, I sliall certainly receive any 
information with which you are pleased to furnish me; but 
merely as news, and what may serve to feed the little interest 
I take in this world. You will excuse my having used tlie 
hand of a confidential friend in this letter, for indeed I suffer 
much by stooping to write. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Edmund Eukke. 

FBXaAIENT OF A LETTEJft TO LOUD CJIANCELLOH 
LOUGHBOKOUail. 

WITHOUT A DATE. 

My DExn Loud, 

I am to inform you, ti Tt your good-natured presenta- 
tion lias bad its full effect, and that Mr. Etty is parson of 
Whitchurch. By that one arrangement your Lordship has 
the satisfaction of making several people happy : the person 
who resigned the living not the least so. Your protege is 
much attached to a very pleasing young woman, the daughter 
of a worthy clergyman in this neighbourhood. Without this 
preff)rment there was no hope of their union. All the parties 
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nave a considerable degree or merit; and they feel mud; 
gratitude for the happiness they enjoy, and the good prospect 
which, in their estimate, lies before them. I am sure I am 
myself extremely obliged to you on this occasion, and should 
think myself much to blame, if I neglected to make you my 
best acknowledgments. 

We must enjoy those transient satisfactions as they arise, 
without inquiring too minutely into their probable duration. 
God knows how long the church establishment, on which 
these people exist, and to which sucli multitudes are now 
breeding up, is likely to last. J3ut wlienever that goes, it 
will go with everything else. 

When tliat grand period will arrive it is not easy to foresee 
with exactness ; but there arc plain and evident marks of its 
«ipproach. I do ii*t moan that they appear in the event of 
this or that measure (though the prospect in tliat point of 
view is gloomy enough), hut in the dispositions of men, 
whicUipr(?parc bad events and improve accidental misfortune 
into systematic ruin. 1 very much doubt whether, in any 
count IT, they who have the charge of us, the poor flock, are 
sufliciently aware of the giant-strides with which the great 
over-bearing master-calamity of tbetiinii is advancing towards 
us. All you, the great, act just as if you thought a thou- 
sand things were to be feared or pursued for their own 
separate sakes, wheu, in reality, none are worth notice, other- 
wise than as they tend to promote or resist the cause of 
Jacobinism. What amazes me, even to consleruation and 
horror, is, that people, otherwise of the very best under- 
standings, proceed exactly as if ever} tiling stood in the 
situation iii which you and I saxv them thirty years ago, at 
SI time when very gn'at errors led hut to very slight conse- 
quences; and not as tliey are now, wlien very sliglit mistakes 
lead to incalculable evils. Then the greatest changes which 
could be ajiprehended could very little afleet the domestic 
happiness of tlu* greater part of mankind ; — now no man’s 
fireside is safe from the cflects of a political revolution. 

I confess that the conversation 1 had with your Lordshi)), 
when you wxtc kind cnoiigli to pay a short visit to tliis 
melancholy abode, filled me with no small uneasiness at that 
time and ever since. Erom the tenor of that conversation 
I collected, that :f the ministry should exist at all in tho 
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form it had lately taken, it must lose for ever that cemen{ 
of cordiality, of cooperation, and of unity of design for 
whicli alone political coalitions arc worth pursuing and 
framing. 

This disunion has happened at the time, in the manner, and 
on the subject which of all others is calculated to render it 
latal. We sec our way but ill before usl I thought that the 
reputation and the permanence of Mr. Pitt’s administration 
Avas the very corner-stone of the salvation of Europe. I 
thouglit that the junction lately made was the securily of 
that angular piece. Ton know that although 1. had no share 
in the execaitivc dc'tail (a thing for wh.ich 1 have little capa- 
city and no liking), how ardently 1 wished, how earnestly 1 
laboured for, and how truly I rejoiced in the late arrange- 
ment. Put would to God it had never be(‘n made I without 
it there was a possibility (in truth, no more than a pos- 
sibility) of avoiding ruin. But now, at li'ast in inyjj^som, 
every ray of hope is extinguished. 

I know that many of those who considered themselves as 
Mr. Pitt’s friends, and many of those who were in the closest 
connexion Avith the Duke of Portland and Avith Lord Pitz- 
Ai'illiam, Avere against the late coalition. They Avill neither 
of them be sorry to see them kept in Aviili humiliation and 
mortification, or, what one set of them Avill like bedter, to soo 
them kicked out Avitli disgrace. But their rejoicing will be 
the grief of a late posterity. 

“ The child will rue, that is uiiboni, the hunting of that day.** 

It is as I expected: Lord Fitzwilliam is not to go to Ireland. 
Tlio reason, as 1 lu’ar, for his not going is that alone for 
Avhich I should Avish him to go at all. it was apprehended 
that ho Avould make some changes in Ireland. 1 have seen 
and conversed with Lord P. npon Ireland ; though not at 
all about the arrangements uf men, nor the difficult case 
which has since occurred, and of Avhich it did not seem to me 
that Lord F, had the least suspicion. Ifo desired to talk to 
me, as to a man of some knowledge in the affairs of Ireland, 
and of great zeal and earnestness that the king’s business 
should go on prosperously in that kingdom, and at this time. 
1 gave him niy honest opinions (whicli you know, as well as 
he I uows them) on that subject. I took the liberty, feven 
before 1 had seen him, and on the prospect of Hutchinson*! 
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death (or instantly after it, I forget which), to caution him 
against jobbing away the tw'o offices which he held, particu* 
larly that of the college. Of this I am sure, that, before 
ITutchinson’s death, I wrote to Grattan to exert himself to 
prevent that seminary of the church of Ireland from becom- 
ing a matter of state accommodation or private patronage. 
1 wrote to the Duke of Portland a long hotter to the same 
effect. Even in the first paroxysms of grief, under the heavy 
hand of God, when Windham’s kindness broke in upon me, 
finding it long before given out that 1 was soliciting, and in 
one paper it being asserted that 1 had secured it to myself, 
I spoke and wrote my mind very fully to him against this 
radical job, which struck at the rising generation, and poi- 
soikmI public i)rinciple in its first stamen — and when I heard 
tiuit one Dr. Hennot, not content with his bishopric, was so 
greedy and so frantic, at this time, when the church labours 
under so much odium for avarice, as to wish to rob the mem- 
bers its seminary, men of the first characters in h^arning 
and morals, of their legal rights, and by dispensation to graj)- 
])le to himself, a stranger and wholly unacquainted with the 
body, its lucrative provostship as a Commciidam, I wrote to 
the Duke of Portland strougly to enforce the idea I express- 
ed to your Lordship in our conversation, and before to him 
by letter against unstatutable nominations. I considered a 
dispensation to be to the statutes only as equity to law ; and 
that he, the Duke of Portland, had no right by his arbitrary 
will and pleasure to recommend a violation of the law, aud 
the robbing of other people of their undoubted rights. 
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Abibntix-tax, scheme for an, viii. 
.V20. 

Accounlant, an inaccurate one, vii. 

4^:i. 

Advocates, latitude allowed to, vii. 
42. 

Affidavit, of Mr. Hastings, viii. 321 ; 

a delicate one, 325, 317. 
Ahasuerus* feast, vii. 318. 

Akber, Emperor, conquers Bengal, 
vii, 53, 

Algiers, laconic reply of the Dey of, 

vii. 18. 

Ali Ibrahim Khiln, viii. 182. 
.Allaverdy Khan, murders his roas- 
ter, vii. 54 ; atrocities of, viii. 18. 
Allen, Robert Sleere, his letter to 
Mr. Johnson, viii. 200. 

Almas Ali Khan, administration of, 

viii. 293. 

Anderson, Mr., vii. 208 ; his timid 
character, 200; question put to, 
viii. 300. 

Anstruther, Mr., vii. 150. 

Arabs, their power in Bengal, viii. 
50, 

Armagh, proceedings in the county 
of, viii. 500. 

Arzee of Kajah Gobind Ram, to the 
Vizier, viii. 129. 

Arzics, or petitions, '‘Hi. 81. 

Asia, the governments of. vii. 10 1 ; 
the greater paft under Maho- 
medan rule, 105; morality in, 
114. 

Aubrey, Sir John, vii;. 447* 


Aumceny, or commission, viii. 354 ; 
defined, 355. 

Annuls, oppressions of the, viii. 203. 

Avarice, the root of all evil, vii. 125 
— 128; martyrs of, 188. 

Azoph U1 Dowlah, son of the Nabob 
of Glide, his insolence and ra- 
pacity, viii. 21 ; his p/I>jM)sal to 
Mr. Hastings, 22 ; his treaty with 
the Company, 111 ; his power 
weakened, 112; arrear of subsidy 
due from, 115; b'jcomcs a vassal 
to the Company, 118; ordenfd to 
Chiinar, 158; cruel oppressions of, 
1 73 ; visits his mother, 23 1 ; her 
letter to Mr. Hastings, 255; let- 
ters from, 262 ; his estimation of 
his father's family, ib , ; treaty to 
be proLured from, 2G5 ; letter of, 
ill which he bewails his imliapi)y 
condition, 299 ; his extraordinary 
statement, 302 ; his reconuiieiid- 
alion of Miinny Begum, 331 ; sub- 
mits to the control of Mr. Hast- 
ings, 335. 

Bacon, Lord, demeanour of, vii. IG?, 
sentence passed upon, viii. 4.38. 

Bahar, province of, sold to wicked 
men, vii. 225. 

Buharbiiud, zemiiidary of, a witness 
examined respecting, vii. 220. 

Balfour, Colonel, rcpi-rt viii. 43 , 
particulars respecting, 45. 

Banyans, or native factors, vii. 32 ; 
their tyranny and oppresaion, 33 j 
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their abajlufc power over Ku- 
ropcans as well as natives, 3 1 ; 
distinctions regarding them, 35 ; 
those of Calcutta, 138 ; their pe- 
nurious character, 393 ; farms let 
to, 163, viii. 353. 

Darker, Sir llobert, offer made to, 
viii. 429. 

Barlow, Mr., on the slate of trade 
in India, viii. 97. 

Barratch and Gorruckpore, causes 
of the rebellion in, viii. 207. 

Barr^, Colonel, frauds of, viii. 509. 

Harwell, Mr., appoint iiK'iit <if, vii. 
141 ; his absence fiom the C’ouii- 
cil, viii. 338. 

Beard, custom of spitting on the, 
viii. 107. 

Bcchelta, a poisonous jdaiit, vii. 188. 

B(‘gnm, letter of Captain (Jordon to 
lier, viii. 226 ; h(?r fricmlly dis- 
])Ositioii, ih. ; charges against her, 
232^* conditional order of the 
Court of Directors for her restor- 
ation, 246 ; her remonstrance at 
the treatment of the women, 273 ; 
her sufferings, 271. 

Begums, ladies of the seraplio. their 
treasures seized, viii. 18 1, 258,263. 

Debar Ali Khan, scourged, viii 202. 

Behardre, Nabob, complaint of, viii. 
281. 

Belli, Mr., Secretary of Mr. Hast- 
ings, vii. 475 ; commission given 
to, viii. 370. 

Benares, state of, in the time of 
elicit Sing, vii. 49 ; on the sove- 
reignty of, 95, 484 ; viii. 10 ; pro- 
posal for delivering up the coun- 
try, 22 ; object of Mr. Hastings in 
going there, 35 ; rebellion in, 40; 
reven ne of, 5 1 , 65 ; a new sovereign 
of, 53; devastations in, 55 — 65; 
altered state of, 87; the \isit of 
Mr. Hastings to, 88 ; tyranny in, 
96; extract from the proceedings 
of the president at, viii. 98 ; de- 
gradation of the people in, J03, 
106. 

Deneram Pundit, viii. II; letter 
from, 431- 436. 

2 m » 


Benpl, provinces in, vii. 48 ; caw 
of the traveller in, ib. ; power of 
the Arabs in, 50 ; the M<ahomcdaii 
sovereigns in, ib. ; its conquest by 
Akbar, 53; soubahs or viceroys 
of, 54 ; concussions in the em- 
pire of, ib. ; massacres in, ib. ; 
British dominion in, 55; fresh 
revolution in, 61 ; accession of 
Cossim Ally Cawn to the throne 
of, 77 ; ruinous effects of trade 
in, 80; ctlccls of the war in, 86; 
happy Fcttlernent of its govern- 
ment by Lord Clive, 89 ; landed 
properly in, confiscated, 136 ; re- 
venues of, ih . ; state of affairs iii, 
137 ; ravages in, 236 ; famine in, 
251, 310; causes of it, 250; 
abuses in, 341 ; three distinct 
classes of people in, viii. 306 ; op- 
pressions of Mr. Hastings in, 308; 
disposal of the landed interests 
in, 352, 355 ; the Company’s let- 
ter in reference to, 358 ; under 
the authority of Giinga Goviii 
Sing, 381. 

Bengal Iie>(nnc Consultations, ex 
tract from, vii. 205. 

Bcnii, Mr., succeeds Mr. Markham, 
viii. 81 ; his reign, 87. 

Berar, Rajah of, sum of money 
given to, vii. 370, 433. 

Hidjigur, fort of, viii. 27, 47 ; the 
wives and family of (Elicit Sing 
in, 47 ; plnnderc'd, 50. 

Bijanaut, Rajah of Diriagcporc, vii. 

1 13. 

Bishops, the lights of religion, rii. 
230. 

Bolinghrokc’s Abridgment of the 
Irish Statutes, viii. 501. 

Bonds, called for by Mr. Hastings, 
vii. 372 — 10'^. 

Boxey Rogoober Dyall, character 
of, viii. 77. 

Brahmins, high caste of, vii. 190 ; 
cruelties to the, 191 ; their laws, 
492. 

Bribe-broker, an extensive one, 

383. 

Biibery, evils of, vii. 132-“1M 
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organized system of, 135, 207, 
208; act of parliament to pre- 
yen t, 156, 359 ; a new scheme of, 
368. 

Bribes, little known in England, vii. 
241 ; effects of, from the example 
of a Governor-General, 242 ; on 
the receipt of, 365; reasons for 
concealing, 403. 

Bristow, Mr., appointment of, viii. 
112 ; the resident at Oude, 115 ; 
his removal, 121 , 122 ; the Direct- 
ors order him to be rc-instated, 
123 ; appointed superintendent of 
political affairs, 128; reasons as- 
signed by Mr. Hastings for his 
recall from Lucknow, 129; evi- 
dence of, 188 ; prisoners released 
by, 204 ; letter of, i/j. ; order to, 
205; his corrcspondtMicc with 
Major Gilpin, 209 ; his letters 
to the Board, 289; on the sad 
state of Oude, 292. 

Brown, Major, testimony of, viii. 
189. 

Brunswick, Duke of, viii. 482. 

Bullock-contracts, viii. 370. 

Bulwant Sing, govenirneiit of, viii. 
49 ; the father of Cheit Sing, 29 ; 
petition from his w'idow, 81 ; con- 
firmed in his principality, 88. 

Burgh, William, Esq., letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 455. 

Burgoyne, General, captivity of, viii, 
468 ; his character, 469. 

Burke, Edmund, letter of Mr. llo- 
chester to Lord Mi]t(in on his life 
and writings, vii. 1 ; his s])eeches 
on the impeachment of Warren 
Hastings, 4 ; his oflicial service.s, 
5 ; opens the proceedings in Uut 
House of Lords on the trial of 
Warren Hastings, 8 ; explains the 
part taken by the Commons, 9 ; 
his remarks on the abuse of powder, 
11, 20, 27 ; on the afiairs of India, 
12 ; on the crimes of Mr. Hast- 
ings, 14; takes a glance at the 
rising influence of the East India 
Company, 20; his observations on 
their system of government, 24 ; 
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ation of Dcbi Sing, 1 74 ; his various 
charges against Warren Hastings, 
228 ; his observations thereon, 
229 ; his remarks on religious 
worship, 232 ; on the effects of 
bribery, 2 12 ; on the enormity of 
the corruptions practised by the 
Governor-General, 299 ; reviews 
his conduct, 308 ; admonished 
by the House of Commons, 346 ; 
indulgence claimed by, 3 18 ; his 
apology, 350 ; his remarks upon 
the accounts of Mr. Larkins, 411 ; 
his summary of the charges against 
Mr. Hastings, 417 ; his report to 
the House of Commons as to the 
proceetlings in the House of 
Lords, 451 ; on the causes of the 
rebellion in Barratch, viii. 207 ; 
oil the coiidnct of Sir Elijah Iin- 
pey, 215 ; on Mr. Hasting^iOcal- 
incnt of the Begums, 218, 276; 
interrupted by Mr. Hastings, 251 ; 
his rc‘j)ly to the Lord Chancellor, 
2^2 ; concludes his address to the 
Lords, 439 ; his letters to the 
Honourable Gerard Hamilton, 
442, 444 ; to the Marquis of Hock- 
ingliam, 4 17 — ^157 ; to Arthur 
Young, Esq., 4 19 ; to Charles 
Townshend, Esq., 451 ; to a 
Prussian gentleman, 452 ; to 
William Burgh, Esq., 455 ; to 
John Bourkc, Esq., 463; to tlie 
Earl of Hillsborough, 465 ; to Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin, 468 ; to Phi- 
lip Francis, Esq., 470 ; to Captain 
Woodford, 475 ; to Lord Gren- 
ville, 477 ; to Mrs. Crewe, 482 ; 
to llov. Dr. Hussey, 484 ; to Ed- 
ward Malone, Esq., 400 ; to Dr. 
Laurence, 491 — 493, 497 — 499, 
502—506, 509—511, 519; to 
Thomas Keogh, Esq., 522; to 
I..ord Chancellor Loughborough, 
526. 

Burke, William, one of the King of 
Tanjorc*s agents, viii. 466. 

Buxar, interview with the resident 
at, viii. 90, 
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Cabooleat, or contract, vli. 417 — 
434, 438—441. 

Caius Verres, character of, vii. 237. 

Calcutta, fort taken at, by Surajali 
Dowla, vii. 59 ; its conquest by 
the British, 00 ; the Council at, 
63; secret treaty concluded at, 
76 ; ostensible Council formed at, 
164 ; power of the Council at, 
viii. 57 ; letter of the Directors 
to the Council at, 243; letter 
from the president at, to the select 
Committee of the Directors, 314 ; 
Committee of revenue in, 377 ; 
Mahomedan college founded at, 
394. 

Calliaud, Major, commander of the 
British troops, vii. 62, 63, 65; 
concurs in the proposed revolu- 
tion, 64 ; visited in his tent by 
thelj^ob of Bengal, 66; writes 
to Mr. Hohvell, 67 ; aflixes his 
seal to an iiistriiincnt of blood 
and treachery, 68; his defence, 
70, 71; hears of the death of 
Prince Meeran, 75. 

Camac, Colonel, vii. 401. 

Cantoo Baboo, the banyan, a 
(Iciitoo, tru.st committed to, vii. 
4(J, 13S, 112; farms given to 
him, 139 ; commanded by Mr. 
Hastings not to api)ear before the 
Board, 288 ; secret unknown to, 
419—423. 

Cantoo Naut, adoption of, vii. 443. 

'Jaj)itation-tax, the Hindoos freed 
from the, vii. 51. 

Carhampton, Lord, appointment of, 
viii. 518. 

Carnatic, desolation of the, viii. 432. 

Cartier, Sir .lohii, Governor, orders 
of, 313, 385. 

Castes, or orders among the Gentoos, 
vii. 45. 

Catholics, atheism among, viii. 485 ; 
treatment of the, 494 ; their griev- 
ances, 499 ; on concessions to the, 
512; claims of the, 515; perse- 
cuted, 525. 

Champion, Colonel, letter to, vii. 
363. 


Cliai)man, Mr., commission giieii to, 
viii. 395 — 409. 

Chardin’s Trtivels, alluded to, viii. 
260. 

Cliarily, its lustre in retirement, viL 
320. 

Charter of the East India Company, 
vii. 42. 

elicit Sing, the days of, vii. 49 — 51 ; 
large bribe received from, 412 — 
417, 434; his present to Mr. 
Hastings, 435 ; case of, viii. 9 ; 
charge brought by Mr. Hastings 
against, 9, II ; his sovereignty 
in Benares, 10 ; his supposed in- 
trigues with the Nabob of Oude, 
14 ; flight of, 15 ; line imposed 
on, ib. ; rebellion of, 16, 245 ; 
writes to Mr. Hastings to appease 
his wrath, 20 ; arrested, 38 ; in- 
sult and brutality to, 39; his 
wives and family, 47 ; expelled 
from his dominions, 53 ; im- 
peachment of, 93 ; his ancestors 
slandered, 107. 

Chevalier, Mr., declaration of, viii. 
327. 

Chittendur, Mr., evidence of, vii. 292, 

Chowkey, or place of guard, vii, 49. 

Cliunar, treaty of, viii. 35, 156, 168, 
J69, 221 ; the Nabob ordered to, 
J58; the castle of, 209. 

Clavering, General, alluded to, vii. 
149, 15 1, 156 ; his protest against 
the military brigade, 155 ; his 
death, 163, 180, 304, 325; viii. 
115, 354 ; his high character, vii. 
302; reply of, viii. 406. 

Clive, Lord, genius of, vii. 60; his 
return to Europe, 61 , 90 ; pro- 
ceeds to India to redress the 
grievances of the country, 87, 91 ; 
wise measures adopted by, 88 ; 
his arrival in India, viii. 132, 244 ; 
complaints made to, 245; tlie 

. predecessor of Warren Hastings, 
385. 

Coja Petruse, an Armenian, vii. 
76. 

Colebrooke, Mr., the Persian trans- 
lator, viii. 1 18 ; report of, ib. 



Colchcslor ctiinimltcD, its proceed- 
ings, vii. 235. 

Com, Governor of, pul lo death, vii. 
115. 

Commerce, the riches of a country, 
vii. 79. 

Commons, House of, pari taken by, 
in the impeachment of Warren 
Hastings, vii. 9; waU'h over the 
atlkirs of India, 12; defence of 
Warren Hastings before the, 13 ; 
ils consideration and forbcaranc(‘, 
14 ; inquiries in, coiieerning jjc- 
culations ill India, 154; adiiioiii- 
tion of, to Mr. Burke, 346 ; reso- 
lution of, 319 ; its sense of Mr. 
Hastings’ criminality, 457 ; Mr. 
Hastings’ accusation against the, 
462 ; its duties, 4(15 ; passed the 
legulaling Act in 1773, ^iii. 317 ; 
dcliance of the, 42 1. 

Congress, American, proceedings of 
the, viii. 468. 

Conscience, testimony of a person to 
his own, vii. 72. 

Constitution, British, its excellence, 

vii. 10. 

Contracts, purpose for wliieh they 
were given, viii. 369. 

Conyers, Miss, viii. 462. 

Coote, Sir Kyre, pension to, viii. 
267 ; his letter to the Board at 
Calcutta, 291 ; etmlract of, 370. 

Corah and Alluliabad, their transfer, 

viii. 427 ; value of, ib. 

Cork, extracts of letters from, viii. 
613. 

Cornwallis, I.ord, vii. 344, 393— 
404; government of, viii. 34 ; 
powers intrusted to him, ib , ; in 
quiry instituted by, 98 ; letter 
Irom, 298; inquisition of, 411; 
evidence of, 413. 

Coiomandcl, the Governors of, vii. 
154. 

Corruption, system of, vii. 110; 
consequences of, 338. 

Cossim Ally Cawn, murders his fa- 
ff, er- in-law, vii. G3 ; a bold and 
designing man, 74; reports re- 
specting, 75; treaty wiih, 76; 


his accession lo the throAe of 
Bengal, 77 ; murders perpetrated 
by, ib. ; Jiis nefarious tyranny, 
78 ; his slaughter of the English at 
ralna, 81 ; war declared against, 
ib. ; defeated by the English, 86 ; 
allies to his cause, ib, ; his ex- 
pulsion from Bengal, viii. 308. 

Councils, provincial, established, 
viii. 374 ; members of it, 375. 

Covenants, sent out by the East 
India Company, vii. 132. 

Crewe, Mrs., letter of Mr. Burke lo, 
viii. 482. 

Crime, punisbinent of, vii. 114. 

Crimes, charged against Warren 
Hastings, vii. 14. 

Crofts, Mr., snb-treasiirer, vii. 135, 
15.5 ; error of, viii. 425. 

Cuninghamc, Mr., created a peer, 
viii. 491. * 

Cuttali, ruinous slate of, viii. 290. 

Dancing girls of India, vii. 265, 318. 

Davy, Major, an oriental scholar, 
vii. 497 ; military I’ersian iiiter- 
])reter, viii. 119. 

Debi Sing, an agent of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s, vii. 172; in possession of 
th<j Rajah’s aflairs, 173; the 
committee’s rceonnnendation of, 
174; some aeeoiinl of, 175; his 
exaction in i'urnea, 176; pro- 
vinces intrusted lo his charge*, 
177, 180 ; seraglio of ladies formed 
by, 178 ; his iiifamouH acts, 179 ; 
trihule exacted by, 181 ; his ty- 
ranny and oppression, 184; in- 
quiry into his conduct, ib. ; sum- 
moued to Calcutta, 195 ; his 
detention there, 200; false sein- 
biance of a trial of, 202 ; opinion 
of him, 206 ; a monster of in- 
iquity, 443, 

Dcbrctt, Mr., pamphlet published 
by, vii. 451 ; alluded to in par- 
liament, 452. 

Deej»-ploughiiig, practice of, viiL 
419. 

Delay, recriminatory charge rii 
474. 
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l)erbedgy Sing, thrown into prison, 
viii. )15. 

Despotism, definition of, vii. 101. 

Devaynes, William, letter to, vii. 
397, 414. 

Dewan, or steward of the country, 

vii. ‘208. 

Dignity, ideas of, vii. ‘285. 

Dinagepore, transactions at, vii. 

] 70, 44‘2 ; death of the Uajah of, 
170 ; decision relative to the suc- 
cession, ib. ; tribute exacted in, 
181 ; bribes received for, ‘2*25, 
‘2‘2S ; the province of, 415, 410 ; 
jirocecdings in, 4 1‘2 ; power of 
(jimga (lovin Sing in, 443 ; the 
llajah of, viii. 38 1. 

Donation, public, forbidden, vii. 3G5. 

Dover, Lord, vii. 470. 

Dow’s History, ridiculous story in, 
viiLIt)7. 

D’OyTcy, Sir John, vii. 150; ap- 
pointment of, 314; evidence of, 

viii. 310; his account of his pro- 
ceedings, 31 1 , 3 15 ; offer to, 3 10 ; 
intervention of, 351. 

Duncan, Mr., his e.stiinate of the re- 
venue of Benares, viii. 05 ; re- 
I»ort of, 98, 102. 

Diindas, Mr., resolution moved by, 
viii. 428. 

Durbedgy Sing, tlirown into prh’O/i, 
viii. 54, 59, 75 ; bound to furnish 
certain sums, 05 ; bis appoint- 
ment, 08 ; pays the revenues, 71 ; 
complaints against, 72 ; charac- 
ter of, 75; instructions relative 
to, 78 ; hardships and indignities 
suffered by, 80 ; debt of, 83 ; his 
death, 84 ; his property confis- 
cated, 85. 

Dusluck, or permit, vii. 79. 

East India Company, power of the, 
vii. 20; their charters, ib. ; origin 
of the, ‘22 ; their high preroga- 
tives, 22, 79 ; become a great 
empire, ‘23 ; system of their ser- 
vice, 24; their factories consti- 
tuted into presidencies, ib. ; a.de- 
nutation of individuals 25 * their 


spirit of monopoly, 20 ; abuscB in 
their service, 28 ; rules and laws 
laid down for the conduct of their 
servants, 30 ; undue influence of 
Warren Hastings over their affairs, 
31 ; their mercantile regulations, 
30 ; all their transactions placed 
on record, 38 ; nature of their 
constitution, 4 1 ; their condition in 
1773, 05 ; inquiry instituted by, 
09 ; indignation of the Directors 
of the, 62 ; alarmed at the wars 
in India, 80 ; semi out Lord Clive 
to redress the grievances of the 
country, 87 ; and another com- 
inis.sion to India, in 1709, 90; 
thank Mr. Hastings for his ser- 
vices, 1 22, 1 ‘23 ; despatch covenants 
to their servants in India, 132 ; 
in.stitii(c an inquiry into corrup- 
tions, 141 ; their authority op- 
posed by Mr. Hastings, 142 ; bribe- 
ry ruinous to their affairs, 2 14; 
report of Mahomed llcza Klifin 
to, 2 lO ; forbid the taking of pre- 
sents, 247 ; their directions as to 
a successor of Mahomed Ileza 
Khan, 203 ; their general code of 
instrnctions, 274 ; proceedings in 
their prosecutions, 315 ; censure 
of the, 333 ; three of their bonds 
called for by Mr. Hastings, 372; 
letter to, 377 ; demand from Mr. 
Hastings an explanation, 399 ; 
frustration of their inquiries, 438 ; 
treaty of Azojdi nl Dowlah with, 
viii. Ill ; extract from their re- 
cords, 119; feeling of the Direct- 
ors on the removal of Mr. Bris- 
tow, 122 ; their orders to Mr. 
Hasliiig.s, 211 ; letter from, to the 
board at Calcutta, ‘243; their 
orders broken, 255; abuses of 
their government, 358 ; disorders 
of their service, 362 ; corruption 
of their servants, 373, 397 ; their 
expenses for a Mahomcdaii col- 
lege, 411. 

East Indies, oppressions in our pos- 
sessions there, vii. 3 — 9 ; disor- 
ders in, 12 ; justice demanded ff* 
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ICj enormous AVciiltli brought into 
this country from tlie, 17 ; two 
distinct people inhabit the coun- 
try, 42 ; British acquisitions in, 
60; its condition in 1765,252; 
complaints of growing evil in the, 
3 12 ; power of the government 
in the, 117. 

Education of the w'orld, viii. 357. 

Edwards, Captain, evidence of, viii. 
115, 231, 294. 

Elija Khan, objects of, viii. 289. 

Emoluments, temptation of, vii. 
249. 

England, the people of, vii. 458. 

English in India, a nation of place- 
men, vii. 26. 

Enough, meaning of the word, viii. 
483. 

Erskine, Captain, court-martial on, 
viii. 151. 

Erskine*s pamphlet, viii. 505. 

Etty, Mr., minister of Whitchurch, 
viii. 526. 

Fairfax, Major, an agent of Mr. 
Hastings, vii. 376—411. 

Farmer, Major, vii. 420 — 423. 

Farmers, complaints against, viii. 
377. 

Fine, meaning of the word, \Iii. 
18. 

Filzwilliam, Lord, moderation of, 
vii. 6 ; his maxims ami senti- 
ments, viii. 516 ; policy of, 521 ; 
his knowledge of Irish ulfairs, 
528. 

Fortunes, how acquired in India, 
vii. 448. 

Fowke, Mr., his removal from Be- 
nares, viii. 56, 121 ; reign of, 
87. 

Fox, Mr., his speeches, viii. 506; 
opinions of, 507. 

France, beauty of the Queen of, viii. 
472 ; the revolution in, 478 ; an 
enemy to all religion, 488, 

Francis, Mr., vii. 149, 151, 156; 
his retirement from otticc, 180; 
inf< 'rrogated by the Governor-Ge- 
neral, 273; declaration of, 277 — 


284; representation fedpecilhg, 
304; his honourable conduct, 
336 ; his concession to Mr. Hast* 
ings, 337 ; his return to Europe, 
369 ; minute of, 156; motion 
of, viii. 339; his desire to obey 
the Company’s orders, ib. 342. 
Francis, Fuilip* Esq., letter of Mr. 

Burke to, viii. 470. 

Franklin, Dr., his correspondence 
with Mr. Burke, viii. 468 — 470. 
Funeral festivals in India, vii 217. 
Fyzabad, treasures stdzed at, viii. 
184 ; paper of intelligence from, 
271. 

Fyzoola Klu\n, Ids letter to the Go 
veriior-Gcneral, viii. 290. 

Ganges, river, its purifying waters, 
vii. 388. 

Gentleman, Prussian, letter of Mr. 

Burke to, viii. 452. 

Gentoos, some account of the, vii. 
4 1 ; orders and castes among the, 

45 ; their laws and institutions, 

46 ; the original people of Hiii- 

doostaii, ib,) their religion, 47 ; 
laws of the, 118, 491 ; disjieised 
into tribes, 492. ^ 

Gliengiz Khan, the insliintes of, vii. 
107; viii. 4; improves the laws 
of his country, vii. 495 ; his con- 
quests, 496. 

Gilpin, Major, his letter to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, viii. 198 ; l■el)ly to it, 199 ; 
letter of Mr. Biehard Johnson to, 
200 ; examination of, 222 ; his 
evidence, 237 ; his letters to Mr. 
Bristow', 269. 

Gobind Uam, Kajah, arzees sent by, 
to the Vizier, viii. 129, 133; let- 
ter of the Nabob to, ib, ; alarm 
of. 111 ; letter to, 147. 

Goddard, General, viii. 431 . 
Goodlad, Mr., Ids a])pointnicnt, vii. 
1 72 ; representations of, 192 ; 
cliargcs against, 205. 

Goordass, Kajah, appointment of, 
vii. 229 ; his good charactci; 270, 
289. 

Gordon, Captain, ingratitude of, vUi 
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222 ; slatctnctit of the Begiim re- 
specting, 221 ; his letter to Jewar 
and Bchar All KhAn, 225; his 
address to the Begums, 226 ; evi- 
dence of, 227. 

Goring, Mr., the commissioner, vii. 
296. 

Goupaul Doss, a prisoner of Cheit 
Sing, vii. 374. 

Government, the true principles of, 

vii. 100. 

Governor, a bad one described, viii. 
366. 

Gower, Lord, viii, 479. 

Granville, Lord, speech of, viii. 513. 

Gratitude, heroic, viii. 385. 

Grattan, Mr., projects of, viii, 521. 

Greatness, an unstable thing, vii. 
336. 

Grenville, Lord, letter of Mr. Burke 
to, viii. 477. 

Grey«Mh*., statement of, viii. 8, 9. 

Guilt, a crooked, intricate thing, vii. 
38; never a rational one, 160. 

Gunga Goviii Sing, power of, vii. 
46; the friend of Mr. Hastings, 
164, 210; authority delegated to, 
165; viii. 351, 381 ; his infamous 
character, vii. 167 ; effects of his 
sj^cret agency, 172; villanics of, 
203 ; grants of laud to, 212; his 
abuse of power, 213; what were 
his services, 214; his unlimited 
control, 217, 4 13 ; his gross crim- 
inality, 223; motion relative to, 
22 1 ; his line of action, 366, 427 ; 
sum .said to have been paid by, for 
his preferment, 428 ; money in his 
hands, 433 ; rapacities of, viii. 91 ; 
a great villain, 355 ; the brihe- 
br<jker of Mr. Hastings, 383 ; rc- 
])ly of, 386. 

Guiiges, eslablihlimcnt of, viii. 1 17. 

Giirrah Dchmah, iicrguiinah of, 

viii. 99. 

Hallicd, Mr., his translation of the 
Gen too code of laws, vii. 491, 
502 ; evidence of, viii. 140. 

Halifax, Lord, pensiong ranted by, 
liii. 442. 


Haimay, Colonel, viii. 1.38; com- 
mands the troops, 139; his pro- 
ceedings as farmer-general, ib , ; 
arbitrary conduct of, 143; his 
death, 144 ; communication of tlie 
Nabob relative to, 145 ; terrible 
effects of his operations, *6. ; state- 
ment respecting, 228; cruelties 
of, 295. 

Hare and the Frogs, fable of the, 
viii. 498. 

Hastings, Mrs., sum presented to, 
vii. 4.39 ; viii. 503. 

Ha.stinos, Wauuen, his trial be- 
fore the House of Lords, vii. 8; 
his defence before the Commons, 
1.3, 29, .50, 297; crimes charged 
against, 14 ; his system of mis- 
rule, 25; his agents, 36, 135; 
l)nvil(‘ges claimed by, 41; state 
of Indian affairs at the commence- 
ment of his government, 55 ; acts 
as inter])rcter in the memorable 
story of the Three Seals, 68 ; ter- 
rible effects of his intrigues, 79 ; 
tdiarged with bribery, 85 ; his 
duties as Governor, 92; viii. 12; 
advocates arbitrary power, vii. 96; 
his maxims and principles, 119; 
his system of peciilaiioii and 
bribery, 126, 3.58; coiitiseates the 
landed property in Bengal, I. H6; 

\ iii. 352 ; acts in deliaiice of the 
(h>mpany, vii. 142, 264, 269, 325, 
337; viii. 121, 211, 331; bribes 
received by, vii. 141; breaks up 
the Council, ib , ; his charges 
against Niindcomar, 145; dis- 
places Mahomed Ueza Khnn from 
ollicc, 149 ; his extraordinary pro- 
ceedings, 157 ; provincial Coun- 
cils appointed by, 163; viii. 374 ; 
receives a bribe of £40,000, vii. 
176; provinces intrusted by, to 
Debi Sing, 180; his tyranny in 
Kungporc, 185; his committee 
of revenue, 192 ; viii. 377 ; his 
friendship for Gunga Govin Sing, 
vii. 210; viii. 383; his goveni- 
nient a system of oppression and 
ocbery, vii. 225 ; articles of im- 
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peaclmieiil against, 231 ; lii& enio- 
Jument as Governor, 250; viii. 
404 ; armed with great power to 
correct abuses, vii. 253; impri- 
sons Mr. Sliitabroy, 202; his ele- 
vation of M\iiiny Begum, 205 ; 
his false pretences and fabrica- 
tions, 272 ; charge of Nnndeomar 
against, 273 — 275 ; viii. 300 ; sum 
j)aid liini for the rajaliship of 
Munny Begum, vii. 273; minute 
Mitered by him in defence of his 
conduct, 270; imprisons Nund- 
coinar, 288 ; costly cnteitainment 
given to him, 201, 318; his plan 
for regulating the Company’s ser- 
vice, 307 ; presumptive proofs of 
his guilt, 317 — 323; protest of, 
321 ; censured by the Company, 
333 ; his ]U’()inises, 330 ; his frauds 
and artiiices, 3o2, 435 ; letter 
from Colonel Cliamtiion to, 305 ; 
donation of his bribes to the trea- 
sury, 307 ; his apprehensions, 
300 ; calls for the Comjmiiy’s 
bond.s, 372 ; receives a present of | 
£100,000, id. ; his system of eon- i 
cealinent, 370, 400, 407 ; his e<»r- 
lupt acts, 380 ; alarmed at the 
parliamentary inquiry, 383 ; bor- 
rows a large sum from J\ajali 
N«)bkis.scii, 301 ; his prevaiiraimg 
letters, 307, 4l 4; his syst<'ni of 
accounts, 42o; receives a valu- 
able present from Cheil Sing, id. ; 
his proceedings in Dinagepore, 
442 ; testimony of Uudanaut in 
his favour, 443, 447 ; viii. 387 ; 
summary of c liargcs against, vii. 
417; report of Mr. Burke tO the 
House of CoiiiiiKJiis on lii.s pro- 
ceedings, 452 ; enormity of his 
crimes, 4G9 ; complaints in Ins 
petition to parliament, 480 ; his 
treatment of the natives of India, 
viii. 5 ; Jos false system of de- 
fence, 6 ; his eharg(.*s against Clicit 
Sing, 10 ; his conduct towards 
the Rajah, 12; rebellion in con- 
aequence of his extortions, 17, 
40; Jclters of (’licit Sing to, 20; 


receives proposals for delivering 
up> the province of Benares, 22 ; 
accusation of Nnndeomar against, 
20 ; arrests the Hajah, 37 ; pro- 
clamation of, 41) ; his clandestine 
correspondence with Mr. Mark- 
ham, 50, 72 ; declares his author- 
ity absolute, 57 ; augments the 
tribute, 02 ; his letter to the Coun- 
cil of Calcutta, 73; imprisons 
Dcrbedgy Sing, 75; his visit to 
Benares, 87 ; his tyranny in that 
I)roviiice, 00 ; greatly feared in 
India, 100 ; his conduct to the 
Nabob of Oude, 113; olitains its 
entire government, 117, 132 ; ad- 
dress of the Nabob of Oude to, 
145; liis character of British of- 
lieers, 150; confiscates tlie jag- 
hires, 101; lelteis of Mr. Mid- 
dleton to, 100 — 171 ; the 

tr(.asur(?s of the Ih'giiins, 180, 
181 ; letter of the Vizier’s mother 
to, 223; ordered to restore the 
Begums, 210 ; inteirupts Mr. 
Burke, 251 ; letter of liie Vizier 
to, 255 ; his treat irieiit of the 
women and ehihlrcii of Sujah ul 
Dowlah, 250 ; coiiBcquences* of 
his tyranny, 270; his extraor- 
dinary letters to the Directors, 
200; documents in ^indiratioii of 
his character, 302, 301; his oj)- 
pre.ssions in Bengal, 30'^ ; iinpri- 
.sons Mahomed Keza Klihii, 311; 
h tier of the Court of Directors to, 
id. ; his correspondence with 
Snddcr-nl-Hoo Khan, 334; fa- 
vours Muniiy B(‘gum, 347 — 350, 
352 -351 ; commission appointed 
by, 35 4; liis procct dings on iJie 
(’oroinandcl coast, 350 ; a bul- 
lock-contractor, 301 ; his pedi- 
gree, id. ; his unexampled atroci- 
ties, 384; his accusation against 
Mr. Middleton, 300; founds a 
Mahomedan college, 304, 410 ; 
justifies his acts, 408 ; testimuiiy 
of the zemindars to him, 418 ; his 
defiance of the House of Com 
mens, 424 • sells the proviiiecs 
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C« fjili and Allahabad to tike Vi- 
zier, 427 ; makes peace with the 
Mahrattas, 429 ; breaks the treaty 
of Porundui 431 ; secret motives 
of his actions, t6. 

Hecuba, queen of Troy, viii. 473. 

Ilcdaia, its publication, vii. 497, 
viii. 12; quoted, 181—181, 2G(). 

Hillsborough, Karl of, letters of Mr. 
Burke to, vii«. 4G5 ; pariiciilars 
respecting, ib. 

Hindoos, manners and customs of 
the, vii. 43 ; polity of the, 49. 

llindoostan, the original iuhabitants 
of, vii. 43. 

Ilircarrahs, or persons to collect po- 
litical intelligence, viii. 21. 

Holt, Mr., evidence of, viii. 1 15, 
21)1, 270. 27G. 

llohvell, ]\Ir., his work on Bengal, 

vii. ^Ji; extracts from it, 51 — 53 ; 
ambition of, G3; plot formed by, 
G 1 ; designs imputed to, 7 1 ; plan 
urged on by, 74 ; pious prediction 
of, 78; dreadful eflcct of his in- 
trigues, 79. 

Honour, principles of, vii. 4 IS ; 
among conspirators, 419. 

Hoedas, Roi, instructions to, viii. 
210; contidentially employed bv 
Mr. Middlet(n, tVi. ; examined 
before Sir Elipfli impey, 211. 

Iloshmniid Ah Khi\ii, lepriinanded, 

viii. 272. 

Hospitality at Moorshedabad, vii. 
117. 

House of Commons. See Com- 
mons. 

House of Lords. See Lords. 

Howe, Lord, glorious victory of, 
viii. 420. 

Hudson, Mr., inquiries made of, vii. 
477. 

Hussey, the Rev. Dr., letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 431. 

Hussey’s pastoral letter, viii. 517. 

Hyder Ally, desolates the Carnatic, 
viii. 432. 


23G; his letter to the Govemox 
and council, 3tJ1. 

Hyder Naig, hostilities against, viii 
431. 

ImJlm, qualities requisite in one, 
vii. 499. 

Impey, Sir Elijah, a legislator for 
India, vii. 28; inquiry of, 117, 
349 ; complaint against, 351 ; 


ot Mr. Middleton \ 
conuuct of, 211 ; his secret in- 
slnictions, 215; ailidavits of, 215 
— 219 ; violates the law of hospi- 
tality, 220 ; decliiration of, 232 ; 
deposition of lloolas Roi before, 
211 ; instrumentality of, 257. 

Imposts, laid upon the people, vii. 

116 . 

Inchiqnin, Lady, viii. 491. 

India, abuses in, vii. 479 ; laws and 
rights of the pco])le in, 491 ; three 
kinds of people in, ib, ; Tartarian 
government of, 494 ; on sovereign 
power in, viii. G ; state of trade 
ill, 97, 

Ireland, must he prolccled,viii. 487, 
slate of affairs in, 517 ; distracted 
State of, 523 ; faction in, 521 
cause of her evils, 525. 

Irish, their privileges, viii. 48G. 

Ishmael Beg, negotiation with, viii. 
118; d(*predatioiis in his juris- 
diction, 119. 

Jacobinism, cause of, viii. 527. 

Jacobins, English, faction of the. 
viii. 481. 

Jailicr Ally Khan, death of, vii. 251. 

Jaggerdoo Sing, his appointmeni as 
nail), viii. 55, 85, 91 ; displaced 
from oflice, 91. 

j Jaghircs, naiiiro of, explained, viii. 
162; confiscated by Mr. Hast- 

I iiigs, 1G4 ; on the resumption of, 
1G9. 


Hyder Beg Khiln, extract of a let- 
ter from, viii. 134, 192 ; statement 
respecting, 203; testimony of, Jaqiios, Capfiin leonard, hiz coi 
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lespoiidcncc with Mr. Middleton, 
\iii. 197, 198; his letters to Mr. 
Johnson, '2G8. 

Jeeps, or oblifi^ations, \ii. 78. 

Jewar and Behar Ali Khan, eu- 
nuchs, arrested, viii. 191, 192; 
give their bonds for £G()0,00(), 
194; thrown into prison, 197, 198; 
coniined for a year, 203; released, 
204 ; letter of Captain Cordon to, 
225. 

Joiinson, Mr., viii. 121 — 129; his 
letter to Major Gilpin, 200 ; his 
letters to tlie coin maud ing of- 
ficer of the guard, 201 ; outrages 
of, 202 ; his wicked conduct, 214 ; 
letters of Captain Leonard Jaques 
to, 208 ; charges against, 391. 

Juggut Seit, principal persons of his 
house murdered, vii. 78 ; testi- 
mony of, 2 16 ; his declaration, 310. 

Iiinius, author of, viii. 451. 

lustice, the attribute of, vii. 232; 
strange idea of, 390 ; considera- 
tions of, viii. 234. 

Kanon, a part of the Mahomedan 
law, vii. 1 1 7. 

Kellerain and Cullian Sing, Rajahs, 
appoinlment of, vii. 220. 

Keogh, Thomas, Esq., letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 522. 

Khan Jehan Khan, sale of an ofiicc 
to, vii. 151. 

Khcrecd, ])crgunnah of, viii. 99. 

Khoiird Mhal, or Ics.ser palace, viii. 
201; ladies in the, 203—208; 
their treatment, 272 — 270. 

King, not accountable in thi.s coun- 
try for his actions, vii. 1U2. 

Kisscnagorc, road to, vii. 321. 

Knox, Captain, evidence of, vii. 70 
—72. 

Koran, precepts of the, vii. 105. 

La Fayette, conduct of, viii. 502. 

Lands, false estimate of their value, 
vii. 220 — 222. 

Lapwing, her arrival in India, vii. 
245. 

Larkins, Mr.; Accountant-General, 


vii. 135 —155 ; the white confi- 
dant of Mr. Hastings, 108; his 
account of bribes, 169 ; secret be- 
tween him and Mr. Hastings. 380 ; 
falsifies the Company's accounts, 
382—^87, 400—408, 413; object 
of his letter, 432 ; his explana- 
tions, 437; cxamii ed in the llousc 
of Commons, 475. 

Latafiit Ali Kh5n, in charge of the 
Nabob's ladies, viii. 208, 209 ; en- 
deavours to appease their cla- 
mours, 272. 

Laurence, Dr., letters of Mr. Burke 
to, viii. 491—493, 497—499, 502 
—500. 509-511, 519. 

Law, heiicfits of the, vii. 104. 

Laws of England, for the poor as 
well as for the ricdi, vii. 18. 

Lawyers, glory of tin? great ones in 
this country, vii. 309 ; do not ad- 
vise a prosecution, 313. ** * 

Leimiistrc, Mr., viii. 323. 

Loyccstor, Mr., remonstrance of, vii. 
240; viii. 315. 

Life, performance of the duties of, 

vii. 348. 

London, on reviving its importance, 

viii. 402. , 

Lords, House of, trial of Warren 

Hastings in the, vii. 8 ; power of 
the, 10 ; appeal of Mr. Burke to, 
455. 

Louglihoroiigh, Lord, letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 520. 

Lovat, Lord, trial of, viii. 233. 

Luckuaut Nundy, son of Cantoo 
Baboo, vii. 219. 

Lucknow, on the appointment ot 
Mr. Bristow at, viii. 130; tiibu- 
nal at, 185. 

Lumsden, Mr., viii. 139. 

Lushington, Mr., implication of, vii. 
09; allidavil made by, 70; de- 
position of, 72. 

Luttrell, General, viii. 501 . 

Macclesfield, Lord, impeaclimeni 
of, in 1725, vii. 1 1 ; his (wnplaini 
of the Commons, 406 ; senteiiot 
passed upon, viii. 438. 
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Vlacguire, Peter, vii. G9 ; gives up 
Ramarain, who is murdered, 79. 

tlacphcrson, Mr., a friend of Mr. 
Hastings, viii. 129; letter of 
Hyder Beg KliAn to, 134; letter 
from the Vizier to, 15G ; his opin- 
ion respecting the Begums, 21G. 

4ahdajee Scindia, panegyric of, vii. 
124. 

lahomed the prophet, followers of, 
vii. 49. 

lahomed lleza Khftn, a man in 
high authority, vii. 83, 175; viii. 
309 ; acknowledged deputy-na- 
bob, vii. 84; made deputy-steward 
of the East India Company, 90 ; 
turned out of his oilices, 91 ; his 
re-appointment, 149, 321, 335 
— 3^17 ; viii, 340, 311 ; displaced 
by Mr. Hastings, vii. 150, 202, 
323 ; great sums of money lent 
to, XH'\; the judge of Debi Sing, 
202 ; extraordinary narrative of, 
240; charges against, 255; viii. 
311 ; imprisoned, vii. 258 ; viii. 
31 1 ; his influence, vii. 259; acts 
of violence against, 270 ; his ac- 
quittal, 323 ; viii. 319 ; accounts 
demanded of him, vii. 333 ; he is 
again deposed, 337 ; a mere cy- 
pher, >iii. 347 ; evidence of, 100 ; 
his testimony respecting the Ma- 
hoincdan college, 411. 
ihoracdan college, founded at 
'alcutta, viii. 391, 410. 
liomcdaii government, its cx- 
inction, viii. 357. 
homedans, laws among th?, vii. 
98; in Bengal, viii. 30G ; Eng- 
ish interest in, 307. 
hraltas, cruelty of the, vii. 54 ; 
•eace made with the, viii. 429. 
Imesbury, Lord, his mission (o 
he king of Prussia, viii. 420. 
lone, Edward, letter of Mr. 
Inrke to, vii. 490. 
rldiam, Mr., consultation with, 
iii. 13 ; opinion of, 22; com- 
lunications to, 43 ; authority 
iven to, 54, 120; clandestine 
>nespon4encc with, 56, 72 ; no- 


minated to the residency at Be- 
nares, 58 ; placed over llie yiiing 
Rajah, G2 — G7; paper presented 
bv, Gl ; complaint against, 81 ; 
letter of Mr. Hastings to, 83; 
succeeded by Mr. Bonn, 84; 
power of, 8G ; comes to Europe, 
87. 

Marlborough, Duke of, viii. 503. 

Maury, Abbe, his speeches, viii. 475 

Mct‘ran, son of the Nabob of Ben- 
gal, vii. G5 — G7 ; said to have 
been killed by a Hash of lightning, 
75. 

Meer Jaflicr, iicgolialioiis with, vii. 
GO ; mnrden'd, G3 ; demise of, 
245 ; viii. 314 ; dcpnialion ap- 
pointed to raise his son to the 
snbahdarry, vii, 2 15. 

Mehip Ncrain, Hajah, aj)poin(cd to 
the government of Benares, viii. 
53; petition from, 81. 

Men, bad, always employed for evil 
ends, vii. 1G8. 

Middleton, Mr., the associate of Mr. 
Hastings, vii. 1 17 ; sum received 
by 29 1, 322 ; apjioiriled resident 
at Ondc, viii. 122; displaced 
from ollicc, 127 ; manages the 
money - transactions, 128; his 
promptitude to obey the Govern- 
or-General, 153 ; usurps the Na- 
bob's government, 168 ; letters of, 
1G9 — 171, 195 ; confiscatLoiiR or- 
dered bv, 174; ordersof Mr. Hast- 
ings to,'l75 ; his acts of violence, 
189 ; statement of, 191, 192 ; his 
letter to Sir Elijah Impey, ; 
severities of, 19(i ; his letter to 
Captain Leonard Jaqncs, 197 ; 
reply to it, ib. ; letter of Major 
Gilpin to. 198; his reply, 199; 
his wicked conduct, 214 ; his in- 
structions to Hoolas Roi, 240 ; 
agreement made by, 265 ; boun- 
tiful present offered to, 389 ; ac- 
cusation against, 390 ; found 
guilty, 393. 

Miller, James, agent of Mr. Hast- 
ings, vii. 436. 

Milton, Lord Viscount, letter of Mr. 
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Rochester to, on the life and writ- 
ings of Mr. Burke, vii. ]. 

Ministers and iiiibobs, sale of their 
offices, vii. 86. 

Mirabcau, Count do, vii. 476. 

M irza SliuflVc Khan, an Indian no- 
ble, viii. 190. 

Mobarick-ul-J)o\vIa, vii. 255 ; his 
improper requisition, 331 ; iimney 
lent to, 31 1 ; succeeds Nuziinut 
Dowlah, viii. 313; letters of Mr. 
Hastings to, 310 — 311. 

Mogul Empire, great charter from 
the, vii. 21 ; civil wars in the, 
53 ; Institutes of its founder, 108 ; 
usage of the, 485. 

Mohun Persaud, hanged, vii. 85; 
bears witness against Nundcomar, 
146. 

Monghir, treaty of, vii. 80; dissa- 
tisfaction caused by it, ih. 

Monsoii, Colonel, vii. 149 — 154; 
his death, 163, 180, 303, 325; viii. 
117. 

Montesquieu, supposi*ion of, viii. 

261. 

Moor.shedabad, the British army 
before, vii. 64 ; the .seat of th<* 
native government, 91 ; Council 
of, revenue at, ih. ; council of, 
broken up by Mr. Hastings, 179 ; 
expensive entertainment given to 
Mr. Hastings at, 294 — 318. 

Morality, geographical, plan of, vii. 
94, 11 1; false, viii. 355. 

Morgan, Colonel, letter to, viii. 172, 
216. 

Mott, Mr., dreadful fate of, vii. 79. 

Mozuffir Jung, Nabob, complaints 
to, viii. 1 18. 

Muged (J’dcn, professor at Cat utta, 
viii. 409 ; turned out of ollice, 
412. 

Mimiiy Begum, her sons nominated 
lo the throne of Bengal, vii. 85 ; 
appoiniment given to, 143; bribes 
from, 117; raised to the mnsniid, 
255 ; her elevation, 265, 266, 326 ; 
her history, 266; viii. 318 ; sum 
pai«l for her appointment to the 
riyahship, vii. 273; letter of. 


287 ; answer, of, 291 j her eiri- 
dence, 292 ; her guard lanship of 
the Nabob. 323; viii. 313; end 
]nit lo her government, vii. 324^* 
allowjince made to, 325 ; forger^i 
of a letter from, 356 ; particular^ 
respecting, viii. 189; her connex- 
ions, 190, 318; administration 
of, 338, 3 13, 347 ; her character, 
317; a .scntimcnlal lady, 319; a 
dealer in spirits, ih, 

Munro, Sir Hector, viii. 400. 

Miirteza Khun, elevation of, viii 

288 . 

Mustnpha KhAn, imprisonment of 
viii. 1 42. 

Myrza llyder Ally, distress of, viii. 
278. 

Nabob of Bengal, visits British 
.commandcr-in-ehief, vii, 16; ex-^ 
traordinary proposition o^‘. ih , ; 
compel h'd to abdicate his govern- 
ment, 77 ; restor<*d to if, 82. 

Naib, the office of, viii. 37, 

Nations, one l.'iw of, vii. 121. 

Nizainut, signification of the word, 
viii. 3.'il. 

NobkUsen, Rajah, bribe from, vii. 
235; sum dishnrsed by, 391, .'tlt.i; 
intrusted with the management of 
an important district, .'191; em- 
ployed in founding a Mahoinedari 
eolicge, viii. 294. 

Nuddea, province of, vii. 416, 431. 
436. 

Nudjeevo, or armed soldier, viii. 
229. 

Nndjeivc KhAn, stopp.age of l.ia 
pension, viii. 428. 

Nundcomar, Rajah, Iiis high rank, 

vii. 83 ; his disappointed hopesf, 
8 1 ; taken prisoner to Calcutta 
85; charges Mr. Hastings with 
bribery, ih. ; his great author- 
ity, 142; character of, 143; hia 
disclosures of peculation, 144; 
charged with conspiracy, 145 ; 
hang(‘d for forgery, 146, 151'; 

viii. 355 ; Irnzt confernai or*, vii 
261 ; his charge against Mr. Has^ 
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gs, 273 ; viii. 2G, 399 ; letter of, 
▼ii. 275; evidence of, tA.; re- 
liisal of Mr. Hastings to confront 
him, 279; pronounced to bo a 
wretch, 280; objccticftis to his 
political character, 283 ; letter of 
Miinny Begum in support of his 
evidence, 287 ; imprisoned by 
order of Mr. Hastings, 288. 
unduloll, character of, vii. 431. 
uzzer, or tributo of acknowledg- 
ment, vii. 248. 

dicers, British, character given of, 
by Mr. Hastings, viii. 150. 
tbeos, wholesale sale of, vii. 1 10. 
liver, Mr., his corruptions, viii. 
404. 

ossaiin Sing, declared naib, viii. 
3S ; accusations of, (38. 
pinion, empire and law of, vii. 41. 
rieiUal metaphor, beauties of, vii. 
2'Jo. 

iboiTie, Major, command given 
to, viii. 14(3; depreciations of, 

1 19. 

.ide, princesses of, cruelly imprison- 
ed, vii. 123 ; mon(;y taken from the 
Nabob of, 300, 415 ; bribe from, 
422 ; suppostMl intrigues with him, 
\iii. 14; province of, iOl; some 
account of, lOG ; condition of its 
i?ihahitants, 107 ; flourishing state 
(»f, 109 ; ascendency of Mr. Hast- 
ings in, 118; revenue of, 138; 
ilie zemindars of, l lO; rebellion 
III, 142 ; causes that led to it, ih , ; 
ruination of the kingdom of, 157 ; 
usurpations in, 178 — 287 ; disor- 
Jers and confusion in, 291. 

.Imer, Major, viii. 131; enormous 
salary given to, 157. 
rents, their love of their cliildrcn, 
.iii. I II. 

ris, the parliament of, viii. 4 10. 
rliament, on the powers of, vii 
129 ; evasion of an act of, 301. 
terson, Mr., his report on the 
itate of liungpore, vii. 18(3 ; his 
•ppoiiitment as commissioner in 
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Bengal, 193; inquires into th« 
conduct of Debi Sing, 194; his 
reports thereon, 195 ; accusations 
against, 197 ; his efforts rendered 
abortive, 201 ; his pathetic Me- 
morials, 202. 

Patience, a great virtue in a go- 
vernor, viii. 157. 

Patna, massacre at, vii. 81 ; letter 
from, 37(3. 

Patronage, on the mflucnce of, viii. 
154. 

Peculation, vii. 12G, 110; disclo- 
sures of, 144 ; not a military vice, 
viii. 151. 

Persia, the nursery of the Mahome- 
dan nobility, viii. 108. 

Pcscush, or fine, vii. 170, 172, 218. 

Pigot, Lord, governor of Madras, 
vii. (30. 

I’ilt, Mr., policy of, viii. 498, 

I’lassey, baplo of, vii. (30, 

Ponsonby, Mr., chaniclcr of, viii. 
519; his plan of parliamentary 
reform, 520. 

Popham, Colonel, viii. 3(3 ; state- 
ment of, 229. 

Portland, Duke of, vii. 511, 51G, 

Puruiida, treaty of, viii. 430, 433. 

Power, on the abuse of, vii. 11, 19, 
253; of the East India Company, 
20; arbitrary exercise of, 96, 
485 ; viii. 8, (39, 3G4 ; its defini- 
tion by Mr. Burke, 99. 

I’resents, punishment for taking, vii. 
I ((5; three kinds of, in the East, 
218. 

Protestants, two kinds of, viii. 488. 

Proviffence, dispensations of, vii. 
233. 

Provincial Councils, appointment 
of, in India, vii. 1(33, 2U3, 207. 

Prudence, the first of all virtues, vii. 
IGl. 

Prussia, king of, his military ar- 
rangements, viii. 453. 

Punishments in India, vii. 498. 

Purling, Mr., an assertion of, viii. 
1(37 ; evidence of, 211. 

Piirnca, an extensive province, vii. 
1 7u ; rigours and exactions in. ih. 
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Kiulaiiaut, semindar, his testimony 
to the character of Warren Hast* 
iiigs, vii. 238 ; viii. 387 ; certifi- 
cate of, vii. 44 1. 

Kagonaut Kow, his establishment, 
viii. 433. 

Rajahs, or princes of Hindoostan, 
submit to Tamerlane, vii. 51 ; 
their stipulations, ib . ; their influ- 
ential position, 52 ; asserts their 
rights, 53. 

Raleigh, Sir Waller, vii. 408. 
linmaraiii, murdered byCossim Ally 
Cawn, vii. 70. 

Records, public, their great value, 
vii. 37 — 40. 

Religion, the highest act of, vii. 231. 
Rossenda, village of, viii. 100. 
Revenge, definition of, vii. 471. 
Revenue, cidlcction of, in Rcngal, 

vii. 22(3, 227 ; mode of obtaining, 
303 ; committee of, at Calcutta, 

viii. 377, 378. 

Revolution Society, viii. ‘171. 
Reynolds, Sir Joshua, works of, viii. 
41)0. 

Ricobad Chowdry, vii. 219. 

Robbery, called a fine, vii. 52. 
Rockingham, Lady, charity of, viii. 
484. 

Rockingham, Marquis of, his friend- 
ship for Mr. Burke, vii. 1 — 4; 
letters of Mr. Burke to, viii. 4 17 — 
457. 

Rohilla nation, sold to the Vizier, 
viii. 428-438. 

Roman Catholics, rights of the, vii. 
(3. 

Romans, usajje of the, vii. 4GI. 
Hoses, war of the, vii. 53. 

Hoy Radachurii, appointment of, 
viii. 320. 

Rozannammas, or testimonies, vii. 

410; viii. 386 -41 G. 
llungporc, cruelly and torture in, 

vii. 18G, 187; insurrection in, 192, 
Russia, her government and man- 
ners, viii. 454. 

Bgadit Ali Khun, crimiiK>tioii of, 

viii. 217 22 L 222 


.St. John, Mr., vii. 450. 

Salar Jung, the Nabob's cncle, viii 
16G. 

Salsct, island of, viii. 433. 

Saycr, Mr., his opinion concerning 
Mr. Hastings* conduct, vii. 3lG. 

Scott, Major, paper delivered by, in 
favour of Mr. Hastings, vii. 292 ; 
an agent of Mr. Hastings's, 37(» ; 
int(!rrogation of, 412 ; records 
kept in his trunk, viii. 119 — 127, 
131—135, 22G-24I. 

Seals, the three, story of the, vii. 65, 
412—479. 

Sekunderpoor, pergunnah of, viii. 
99. 

Seraglio, formed by Debi Sing, vii 
178. 

Shah Chiiniin, sister to the Nabob 
Mabub 111 Jung, viii. 318, 

Share, Btdiraum, the chief of a tribe, 
vii. 112. ^ 

Shu we. Dr., aiK’cdotc iclatcd by, 

vii. 18. 

Shoe, Sir G(‘orgo, viii. 489, 

Shclboriie faction, conduct of tiio, 

viii. 4GI. 

Sbitabroy, Mr., imprisoned, vii. 2()‘2 
—293. 

Shore, Sir John, acting president ^>1 
the committee, vii. 2t)8; state- 
ment of, 209 ; ininiitc of, viii. 350, 
37G, 395. 

Situations, emolument from, vii. 27. 

Smith, Mr., agent to Warren Hast- 
ings, vii. 290. 

Smith, Mr., a solicitor to the East 
India Company, vii. 310. 

Soil, properties in, viii. 450. 

Son, a slave to his father, vii. 21G. 

Sonbahs, or viceroys of Bengal, vii. 
5*1. 

Spies and under-agents, employed in 
India, vii. 40 ; viii. 2. 

Stables, Mr., minute entered by, vii. 
222; his account of Benares, 
viii. 87 ; the friend and colleague 
of Mr. Hastings, 129, 242; 
evidence of, 252 ; on the conduct 
of the Begurnj», 253 ; examination 
of, 251. 
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Siuldor ul Hoc Khftn, administra- 
tion oft vii. 331 ; ofticc and salary 
of, viii. 331; supported by the 
Governor, 335 ; letter of, 33G ; 
authority given to, 337 ; treat- 
ment of, 349. 

Bullblk, Lord, high character of, vii. 
47G. 

Bujah Dowlah, Vizier, prize-money 
proposed to be given by, vii. 3G3 ; 
powers of, viii. H ; his elevation, 
18 ; tyraniiy of, 29 ; war with, 4G ; 
restored to his dominions, 88 ; 
character of, lUG ; his immense 
revenue, U)9 ; his death, 110. 
295 ; his large lamily, ib. ; treat- 
inenl of his women and children, 
259. 

Sumner, Mr., member of the Coun- 
cil, vii. 250; opinion of, viii. 3G5. 
Surajah w Dowlah, lall of, vii. 5 I ; 
,^K)^ey (tf, 59 ; attacks and takes 
the llrilish fort at Calcutta, ib. 
Susknesser, jjorguiinah of, viii. 100. 
Swift, Dr., a rough satirist, viii. 350. 

Tamerlane, his invasiem of Hiiidous- 
tan, 'tii. 50; submission of the 
rajahs or piinces to, 51 ; frees 
the ilindoos from the capitation- 
la.v, ib. ; no bai bariau, 52 ; poncy 
puisncd during his dynasty, 53; 
the Institutes of, 108. 

?aiijore, revenues of the king ot, 
viii. 4G5. 

'aiiJalus, entertaiiinieiit of, vii. 320. 
’aveniier, the traveller, vii. 114; 
hai barons art relaOul by, 115. 
'emple, Loid, viii. IIS. 

'llamas Kouli Iv Iran, atrocities per- 
petrated by, vii. 51. 
imour the Tartar, Institutes of, 
vii. 497. 

oieration. ^ct. of, viii. 455 ; ideas 
of, 45(). 

owiishend, Charles, Esq., letter of 
Mr. llurkc to, viii. 451. 
rade, its ruinous cflects in Benf^al 
vii. 80. 

rayeller in Bimgal, precauuons for 
his safety, vii. 48. 
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Tribute, augmentation of, viii. 52. 

'lurkcy, frontier provinces of, vii. 
151. 

Turks, Emperor of the, vii. 10b; 
his powers as a sovereign, 106. 

Tyranny in Itiingpore, vii. 185 ; the 
nature of, 186. 

Upton, Col., treaty made by, viii 
430, 433, 430. 

Vackicls, agents or attorneys, vii. 

! 10 . 

Vaiisittart, Mr., vii. 62, G3, 74, 75 ; 
Prc.sident of Bengal, 80. 

Vattel, on the breach of agreemente, 
viii. 10. 

Vcrclst, Governor, integrity of, vii. 
90, 385. 

Verrine Orations, instruction derived 
from the, viii. 407. 

Verulam, Lord, vii. 467. 

Virgins, violation of, vii. 189. 

Wullur Jau, Nabob, usurpation of 
his rights, viii. 113. 

War, calamities of, viii. 4G8. 

Watts, Hiigli, vii. GO. 

Wealth, eiiormous, brought from 
India, vii. 17. 

I Westminster School, a nobh; semi- 
ntvry, vii. 120, 121. 

Winder, Mr., his death, vii. 1G3; 
authority of, viii. 32; his 
on the conduct of the Begums, 253. 

Whigs, the old and the new', vii. 5 

Widow, her inheritance seized, vii 

221 . 

Wilkes, Mr., promLse of, viii. 463. 

WillLuins, Captain, orders Mustapha 
Khan to he beheaded, viii. 143 ; 
statement of, 231 ; cliarges against, 
232. 

Wilinot, Mr., committee of, viii. 
183. 

Windham, Mr., eloquent speech of, 
viii. 508. 

Wisdom, always practical, vii. 1. 

Wives, number of, in tlie East, viii. 

110 . 

Wombwell, Mr., evidence of, * ‘ 
241. 
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Women, inhuman cruelties towards, 
vii. 190. 

Woodford, ^Captain, letter of* Mr. 
hurke to.j viii. dZJj. 

World, its enlightened state, through 
the Christian religion, vii. 58. 

Yatibar-Ali-Khhn, minister of Mun- 
ny Begum, vii. 332 ; proceedings 
of, viii. 330. 

Young, Arthur, Esq., letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii. 449 


jSeniindars, thrown into prison by 
Debi Sing, vii. 181 ; mostly wo 
men in tliat country, 182 ; flight 
of the, 183 ; their extent and 
power in India, 219. 

Zenana, or apartment for wives, vii 
410. 

Zelcram 0*Dowla, the Nabob’s un- 
cle, vii. 207 ; alleged forgery of a 
letter from, 357, ^2. 
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